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COURT  OF  KIN6'S  BENCH, 
Tkuf9duy,  \^th  Jinte  iSij—dimiinMi, 


Ann  Wright,  $wom. 
Examined  by  JEfc.  RkharAon, 

Q.  YOU  keep  a  public  house ia  East  Smithfidd^ called 
the  King's  Axma  and  Golden  Anchor  i 

A.  Yc8* 

Q.  Did  you  keeg  that  home  in  the  month  of  December 
last?  ^ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  before  that  I 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Bo  you  remember  the  day  of  the  riotSi  the  beginning 
of  Decembec  I 
.   A*  Yes,  cm  the  second, 

.    Q.  Did  a  person  of  the  naiae  of  Atkins  lodga  at  yoni 
house  about  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  before. 

Q.  Is  Atkins  alive  or  dead  i 

A.  He  is  dead. 

<2i  Did  tl^e  prisoner  at  the  bar  caU  at  X9Pr  ^oua^  to  see 
Atkins? 

A,  He  came  in ;  whether  to  8ee4iimj  I  cannot  saff 


Q.  Before  the  daj  of  the  riots  ? 

A.  No,  not  to  my  kiipwledge* 

Q.  Did  he  come  into  your  house  on  the  day  of  the 
riots  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did.  ^    .     , 

Mr.  Justice  Baylep.  •  Was  that  on  the  second*  of  D^ 
<;ember  i 

A.  Yes,  on  ihe  Monday. 

Mr.  Richardsoi\.    Was  Atklas  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was  in  the  tap-room. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it? 

A.  Between  one  and  two. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.    Which  Watson  was  that  ? 

A.  The  Elder. 

Mr.  Richardson.  What  passed  between  him  and  Atkins  f 

A.  Mr.  Watson  went  into  the  tap-room,  and  Mr.  Atkins 
got  up  and  shook  hands,  and  said,  ^^  How  do  you  do,  Mr. 
Watson."  Mr.  Atkins  asked  Watson,  whether  he*  Would 
have  a  draught  of  porter ;  he  said,  he  did  not  care  if  he 
did.  He, came  to  me  for  a  pot  of  porter,  and  he  opened 
the  door  for  him  to  go  into '  the  parlour ;  he  said.  No,  he 
would  go  into  the  room  where  he  could  have  his  speech 
at  free  liberty. 

Q.  They  went  in  ^ 

A.  Yes,  they  took  the  beer,  and  went  into  the  tap-rpom 
with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  any  thing  about  the  Tower  f 

A.  I  heard  him  say,  *'  Come  on,  my  brave  boys ;  if  you 
had  but  followed  me,*  the  Tower  would  have  been  in  our 
possession  before  now." 

Q.  Watson  said  that,  did  he  ?       ' 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  of  the  riots  i 

A.  Yes,  we  were  just  going  to  shut  up  as  he  came  ii^. 

Q. .  In  consequence  of  the  riots  i 

A.  Yes. 


*      Q.  How  jQ0g  did.he.stay  ?  '  .         ^   I    t 

A.  Not  above  ten  minutes ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
'"wai  quite  <i9  long. 

Q.  Did  he  then  go  away  with  Atkins  P 

A.  No/ he  went  away  by  himself. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  his  appearance  at  that  time? 

il.  He  had  a  great  coai  on  at  that  time,  a  drab-coloured 
great  coat. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  remark  upon  his  manner  ? 

A'  No^  only  he  spoke  in  a  noisy  manner,  and  he  had  got 
a  stick  which  he  flourished  about  the  tap-room ;  1  did  not 
take  any  further  notice. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  the  younger  Watson  in  your  house, 
before  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  had  seen  him  several  times  along  with  Atkins. 

Cross-e^mined  by  Mr.  S0rjeani  Copley. 

Q.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  understood  what  you  said 
about  this  private  room  ? 

A.  There  was  no  piwate  Tootn,  Uwaa  a  parlour;  that 
was  for  dinner,  tbkt  was  full 

Q.  Who  spoke  of  going  into  the  room,  where  they  could 
speak  at  free  liberty  i 

A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Who  spoke  of  gbing into  the  tap-room? 

A.  Mr.  Atkins  asked  him  whether  he  would  hare  a 
draught  of  porter;  he  said,  he  did  not  care  if  he  did;  he 
came  to  me  for  a  pot  of  porter,  and  I  drew  it ;  and  Mr.  At- 
kins said  to  Mr.  Watson,  we  had  better  go  into  the  par- 
lour, and  he  pushed  open  the  door  to  see  who  was  there; 
and  he  said,  he  would  rather  go  into  iaL  roooi  where  he 
could  have  free  liberty  of  speech. 

Q.  Who  were  in  the  parlour  ? 

A.  A  good  many  people ;  it  was  about  luneh  time. 

Q.  Who  were  in  the  tap-room?  ,    ^    : 
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A.  t  do  not  know;  there  were  a  good  mfiny  ptople 
therty  too. 

Q.  There  were  a  good  many  people  ia  the  {Matowr>  awl 
a  good  many  in  the  tap-room^ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  wiibed  to  be  ia  a  room  vbare  he  could  ipedc  at 
.fall  liberty? 

A.  Ves ;  he  said  he  would  go  into  any  room  where  he 
could  have  his  speech  at  free  liberty. 

Q.  His  speech  appeared  to  be  as  mudi  at  liberty  ia  the 
one  room  as  in  the  other  ? 

A.  The  people  in  the  parlour  belonged  to  the  London 
Docks,  and  the  people  in  'the  tap-room  were  principally 
seamen,  and  such  sort  of  people. 

Q.  Did  the  two  doors  join  together? 

A.  No ;  the  tap-room  is  right  fronting  the  street-door. 

Q.  Does  one  room  open  into  the  cither  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  there  between  them  i 

A.  A  parution. 

Q.  There  is  no  door  from  the  one  into  the  other  ? 

A.  No ;  you  must  go  along  the  passage  from  the  one 
to  the  other. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  i 

A.  Ten  minutes,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Did  any  body  go  out  with  him  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  became  of  Atkins  i 

A.  Hfc  went  into  the  London  hospital  and  there  he  died. 

.    CU  What  became  of  him  for  that  day  I 

A.  He  staid  in  the  house;  he  was  lame  and  could  not 
walk. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  the  elder  Watson  with  him 
before  f 

A.  No.^ 

Q.  Where  were  you  ? 


T 

-  jL  isthelar. 

Q.  Does  that  bar  open  into  the  tap-room  f 

a:  No.  .     •    ' 

Q.  Wh^t  is  there  l^tweMk  ? 

A.  There  is  a  V^ry  HUVe  bit;  ydti  ^  acTOfi  a  padkage 
'from  the  tap-motn  to  <he  btir.' 

Q.  They  had  been  to  the  bar  to  get  the  beer  jcm  hiB 
drawn  for  them  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Nobody  went  out  with  him  whte  he  w^tft  6tA  f 

^.  No.  ' 

Q.  And  you  had  never  seen  him  before'  i 

A*  No. 

Q.  And  have  never  seen  Um  sincie,  I  suppbsli  i 

A,  Not  till  yesterday. 

Q.  Then  you  saw  him  where  he  is  tiow  sitting  I  Stippbte  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  yoo  say  he  vris  drest  at  f!hat  tiitae  i 

A.  He  had  a  drab  coloured  great  coat  on. 

Q.  When  did  you  ^rst  teW  th\»  story  to  Bhj  <m^  ? 

A*  A  good  bit  ago;  iu  Gray's-Inn-Iarfe;  that  wai  the 
first  gentleman  I  told  it  to. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that? 

A.  Before  Christmas. 

Q.  Who  was  it  you  told  it  to  i 

A.  I  fofget  the  gentleman's  name. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  you,  or  did  you  ^o  tp  them  i 

A.  They  came  to  me  three  or  four  times  heTore  ever 
I  went  to  them. 

Q.  Was  that  during  Atkbs's  life-time  i 

A.  Yes ;  I  never  went  up  to  them, 
c    <2.  Do  yoa  know  any  of  tba  persons  that  were  ia  the 
tap-room  that  day  i 

A.  No,  there  is  one  man  there,  a  witness^  Ifcat  is. coining 
io,  that  was  in  the  tap-room  at  thai  time. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  else  besidcB  that  ouin^  wh# 
was  there  ?:.•.* 

•  A.  No. 

*  Q.'Were  they  persons  lining  ki  that  oeigbbouilioodi 
"    il.'  I  cannot  3ay;  IwiSB  nptin  the  tap^rooni. 

Q.'  Were  you  not  backw.anis  and  forw^ds  in  the  tapn- 

TOOm?  .■''';  ..'../, 

A.  No,  I  very  seldom  do  go  in. 

Q.  They  were  persons  living  in  that  neighbourhood  ? 

A.  No,  I  believe  they  were  chiefly  seamen. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  go  in,  perhaps  you  can  hardly  tell 
who  were  there  i 

A*  I  cannot.  '      ... 

Q.  How  do  jou  know  that  they  were  sailori  ?.'    . 

A.  Because  we  do  not  let  them  go  into  the  parloofl 

Q.  Therefore  you  presume  there  must  have  been  sailort 
in  the  tap-room,  as  they  did  not  go  into  the  patlour  i 

A.  Yes,  they  ve, generally  there. 

Q.  How  can  you  undertake  to  swear  that  there  were 
sailors  in  the  tap-room  f      . 

Am  Becausi^  I  saw  them  pass  the  bar  as  they  went  out. 

CL  How  soon  did  they  pass  to  go  out  I 

A.  In  about  an  hour  after  or  less;  they  were  chiefly 
strangers. 

Q.  About  an  hour  after  this  you  saw  the  sailors  pass  i 
A.  I  cannot  speak  to  the  time  exactly. 
CL  How  do  you  knbW  that  there  were  sailors  there ; 
you  say,  in  about  an  houV  after  this  you  saw  saijors  pass 
ihe  window ;  is  thdt  the  onty  reason  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  never  in  the  tap-room? 
,  A.  No. 
'*  '  0.  Kotheing^in'the  tap^roem  then,  you  undertake  Uf 
swear  there  were  sailors  there  i 
•.    A.  Yes ;  because—*^ 
Q.  You  not  being  there  ?    > 


Mr.  Gwnq.  Let  lier  fioisb  the  answer. 

Mr.  Juiiice  Abbott.  She  is  going  oo  to  assign  thereMoo^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    You  were  not  in  the  tap-room  i  . 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  not  being  in  the  tap-room,  yoa  yet  undqtake 

to  swear  that  there  were  sailors  there,  because  you  saw 

sailors  pass  the  window  in  about  an  hour  afterwards  i 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  That  certainly  is  not  a  question ; 
it  is  observation. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    You  were  not  in  the  tap-room  i 
A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  reason  to  know  that  sailors 
were  in  the  tap-room,  except  seeing  some  satlors  pastt  the 
window  about  an  hour  afterwards  ?  , 

A.  Our  man  that  served  the  tap-room  is  dead ;  it  is  from 
him  that  I  know  there  were  sailors  there. 

Q.  It  is  because  you  know  it  from  your  man  that  is 
dead,  that  you  believe  there  were  sailors  ? 

A.  Yes,  chiefly ;  there  certainly  were  sailors  there. 

Q.  You  suppose  there  to  have  been  sailors  there,  be^ 
cause  yon  weate  toM  bo  by  a  man  that  is  now  dead  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Hut  yon,  of  your  own  knowledge,  do  not  know  there 
were  sailors  there  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  go  into  the  tap-room  myself. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  there  were  any  there? 

A.  I  saw  them  pass  the  bar  afterwards ;  so.  they  must 
have  been  there. 

Q.  How  soon  afterwards  did  they  pass  the  bar  f 

A.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards. 

Q.  Will  you  undertake  to  swear,  that  there  were  no 
sailors  went  in^  in  that  half  hour. 

A  No,  I  cannot 

CL  You  cannot  undertake  to  say,  that  those  sailors  you 
saw  pass  had  not  gone  in  the  mean  tinie  i 

A.  No;  I  cannot. 
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Q«  Then  it  wea  biscauae  you  miw,  half  an  hour  zifter- 
fmHSy  flotneaailara  pass  the  bar,  that  yoa  kno#  there  Were 
sailor^  there  at  that  time? 

A.  I  know  that  there  were  sailors  there,  because  I 
heard  so. 

Q.  Is  the  reason  that  you  suppose  sailors  to  have  been 
in  the  tap-room,  because  you  saw  sailors  pass  the  bar  half 
ka  hour  afterwards  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Am  I  correct  in  this.  Did  you  not  tell  me  just  oow, 
that  you  did  not  know  whether^  during  that  half  hour,  other 
tailors  had  not  gone  in  ? 

.  A.  But  there  were  some  I  know  at  the  time,  for  the 
lap-fodm  whs  full  of  people,  and  they  were  fetching  beer 
from  the  bar. 

Q.  Did  yott  see  them  there  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  saw  them  pass. 

Q.  But  you  tell  me,  jou  do  not  know  b«t  that  they  had 
emtie  im  withift  that  half  hotf r ;  is  that  so  F 

A*  I  suppose  there  mtist  be  some,  had  come  in,  in  the 
half  hour. 

Jte^xdmined  by  Mr.  lUehardiaM. 

Q.  Before  the  time  Watson  came  in,  had  sailors  comt 
in  to  go  to  the  tap-room  i 

A,  Yes,  a  good  many. 

Q.  Are  the  general  customisrs  at  your  hou&e  sailors  i 

A.  Yes,  the  general  run  of  them. 

Lord  EUehhorough.  There  are  different  descriptions 
of  people  that  usually  resort  to  the  parlour  atid  to  the 
tap-toom. 

A*   I  es. 

Q.  What  are  the  dencription  of  people  that  usually  go 
io  the  parlotir,  and  whrafct  to  the  tap-room  f 

A^  The  sailors  go  in  to  the  tap-room^  and  the  people 
of  the  dock  and  so  on  to  the  parlour. 
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WUHam  Miller  came  into  Cawrt. 

Mr:  Bichardson.  Is  that  the  man  that  was  there  on  that 
day? 

A.  Yesy  that  man  was ;  he  used  to  lodge  at  the  house 
at  that  time. 

*  Q.  Is  that  the  person  you  alluded  to  id  your  evidence 
just  now  i 

A,  Yes,  it  is. 

WilUam  Miller  swam. 
Examined  by  Mr,  Richardson. 

Q.  You  are  a  seaman,  are  you  not» 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  day  of  the  riots,  in  Oeoesiber 
lastf 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Mrs.  Wright's  on  that  day,  the  King's 
Arms  and  Golden  Anchor? 

A.  Yes,  1  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  man  coming  in  and  tdkhig  to 
Atkins,  a  doctor  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  aoy  thing  about  the  Toi^^  i 

A.  Yt». 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  him  say  t 

A.  He  said  something  about  the  Tower ;  that  if  they 
had  been  of  his  mind,  he  would  have  had  the  Tower  in 
his  possession. 

Q.  That  if  they  had  been  of  his  mind,  he  would  bfave 
had  the  Tower  in  his  possession ;  is  that  what  yoU  state  P 

A.  Yes,  that  b  what  be  said. 

GrtMS-CBamtnei  bjf  Mr.  ffeihtrelL 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  said  this? 
A.  I  did  not  know  the  man. 
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Q.  You  never  saw  him  before  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  since. 

A.  No. 

(2.  You  knew  nothing  about  him? 

A.  No.       ^ 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  this  ? 

A.  In  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Was  it  eight  or  nine  o'clock ;  after  work  was  over  ? 

ji.  No,  between  two  and  three,  I  should  think. 

Q.  Was  not  it  later  than  that? 

A.  I  cannot  be  ppsitive. 

Q.  You  had  not  left  off  work  so  soon  as  two.or  three  f 
<    A.  I  had  not  been  at  work.  . 

Q.  Recollect,  as  nearly  as  you  can ;  was  not  it  duskish  i 

A.  No,  I  do  not  recollect. 
,     Q.  Was  not  it  duskish  "when  t}iis  .conversation  happened 
in  the  evening? 

A.  It  was  in  the  afternoon.    I  cannot  be  positive  as  to 
the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  suppose  it  was,  when  it  begaa  to  get  a  little 
dusk  in  the  afternoon  ? 

X  I  believe  it  y was. 

Q.  Do  not  you  think  it  was  about  five  o'cloc^f: ;  about 
that  time  it  gets  darkish  i 

A.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  was  so  late. 

Q,  What  other  persons  were  there. in  ti^e  rponi.^  * 

A.  There  were  several  that  I  did  not  know. 
.     Q.  What  was  it  he  said  about  the  Tower;  that  if  the 
people  bad  been  of  one.  mind 

Mr,  Justice  Bayley,    No,  tha(  if  tbey  had  bqen  of  his 
mind  was  what  he  said. 

Mr.  WcthertlL    That  if  tbey  had  been  of  his  mind,  the 
'tower  would  have  been  taken  i 

A.  Yes.  ... 


IS 

Q.  He  came  in  and  told  yon  this^  did  be  i 

A.  He  did  not  tell  it  to  me. 

Q.  He  popped  hisliead  into  this  public  house  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  some  persons  in  yoar  dress  thwe ) 

A.  Yesy  a  great  many  sailors. 

Q.  Who  were  those  people  that  came  there  i 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  They  were  not  of  yoar  acquaintance  ^ 

A.  No. 

Q.  As  nearly  as  you  can  recollect  about  the  time,  do 
yon  think  it  was  half  past  four  i 

il.  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  About  that  time  ? 

Lord  EUenborough.  The  time  he  has  given  us  is 
between  two  and  three ;  he  is  asked  as  to  five ;  he  says  it 
was  not  so  late,  as  he  thinks. 

Mr.  WethcrelL    Was  it  about  four  o'clock.  ' 

A.  I  think  it  was  between  two  and  three. 

Re-examiiud  by  Mr.  Rkhartbon. 

Q.  It  was  after  your  dinner,  was  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Judke.  Abbott.  Had  yon  heard  just  about  that 
time  of  the  riots  in  the  Minories. 

A.  Yes,  we  were  talking  about  it  in  the  house. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  the  person  who  said  tbb  wa» 
dretaed? 

A.  No. 

Lord  EUenbarough,  Are  yon  in  tbe  habit  of  attending 
that  house  much  i. 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  Is  there  a  parlour  in  which  the  better  son  of  people 
are,  and  a  tap  room  in  which  the  more  ordinary  p^ple  tr<  i 

A.  Yes.  , .  • :  . » 
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Zaecheui  Bannister  sworn* 
Examine^  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

CL  Where  did  you  live  in  the  month  of  December  la^l  f 

A.  la  Hyde-street,  Bloomfibury. 

Q.  DoyouknowMr.WatMUiytbepiisooerattbeBiU!? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  be  lodge  at  your  house  ? 

A.  He  took  the  house  for  his  son ;  he  took  my  shopi  for 
his  son,  not  himself. 

€L  Whet  room  in  your  house  did  be  take  i 

A.  A  front  shop ;  a  smaH  shop  in  the  front  of  my  bousft» 

Q.  Was  there  any  room  in  your  house  that  was  occupied 
by  him  or  his  son,  besides  the  shop  i 

A,  Ho  other  apeitmeni  besides  the  sbo]^  which  I  have 
beime  mentioned 

Q.  Was  there  any  kejr  to  tbe.  door  of  that  Twna  or 
shop? 

A.  Yes,  a  key  to  the  door  of  the  shop,  and  likewise  a 
latch-door  key  to  the  street-door,  the  outer  door. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Watson  use  to  come  there  himself? 

A.  Yes,  sometimes,  with  hi&  80» ;  they,  bodi  ceme  there 
together. 

Q.  Did  the  younger  Watsoe  sleep  at  your  house  i^ 

A,  I  believe  he  did  sleep. diera,  hat  I  am  not ceftain; 
I  never  saw  the  inside  of  ik/f>  sbop>  and  therefore  I  cannot 
telH 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  You  never  saw  the  inside  of  the 
shop? 

A.  NotafterMr.Wateon^badit. 

Mr.  Attomei/  General.   Do  you  know  Vickery  theoffioae  ? 

A.  I  dp. 

Qi  Did  y  icbery  eome  to  your  house  to  make  ao}t  seaoch, 
in  the  month.of  Deeember  ?• 

A.  He  did. 
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Q.  Do  jov  recollect  the  day  on  vhkh  the  niot  t»ok 
place  in  London  i 

4-  Idow 

Q.  How  long  after  that  day  was  it  thiit  Vickeiy  cam^ 
fiist  to  jrour  house  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  on  the  Thundayy  the  fifth  of  thit 
same  month. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  whether  yon  were  with  Yickerj  ^I^ea 
he  made  the  search  ? 

A.  I  was ;  he  came  to  enquire^ 

Q.  Where? 

A.  He  came  to  enquire  at  my  house,  whether  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Watson  had  lodged  there. 

CL  Did  yon  go  with  him  into  the  shop  i 

A.  There  were  several  other  persons  enteied  the  room 
wiJfc  Mr.  Vicl^ery,  I  followed  than. 

CL  Did  you  see:  hijmfind  aiay  thing;  I  do  oot  know 
whether  you  did  i 

A,  I  saw  them  overturn,  I  believei  every  thing;  ia  the 
room  \  and  they  took,  away  a  gieat  quanlity  oS  p^]^Sj  the 
co9tenJt9  of  thofie  p^pfirs  I  cam¥>t  fl^eak  tp. 

Q^  I  dp  not.  ask  yon  as  ta  ti^eir  c^nten^  how  did 
pickery  get  in  f         , 

A.  He^fprced  the  dogu 

CL  The  door  was  locked  ? 

A.  It  ^a^x  h^  asked  me  if  I  h^  any  key. 

Q.  Hafl  you  the  key  of  it  .^ 

A.  No,  I  had  not 

Of  Who  had  been  used  to  keep  the  key  of  tjiat  ^ifiofl 
.  4*  I  believe  Mr.WatSQnj  junior,  theyqnpger  fei^t)<^ 
man. 

Qv  You  had  not  beea  ufied  to  ke^  it,^  how^^^ 

A  WoL 

[The  key,  delivered'  kk  by  Wcrrott^  wm*  §litmm  to  d^ 

witmm.] 
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Mr.  Attorney  General.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  the 
key? 

A.  I  believe  it  is  like  it,  but  I  cannot  swear  to  it;  his 
something  like  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  man  of  the  name  of  Wormfl, 
coming  and  opening  the  door  with  this  key  i  * 

A.  Not  with  this  key. 

Q.  Not  Vickery;  but  do  you  remember  Worrallppening 
the  door  with  any  key  ? 

A.  He  opened  the  street-door  with  anotherkey ;  this 
looks  like  the  key  of  the  shop-door,  that  on  the  door  is  a 
spring  latch. 

Q.  Was  the  key  of  the  shop-door  such  a  key  as  that  ? 
A.  YeSy  it  was  like  unto  it ;  but  I  cannot  positively  say 
that  it  was  the  same. 

Q.  You  have  told  me,  it  was  on  the  5th  of  December 
that  Vickery  came  first  and  searched  the  shop  and  found 
papers  ? 
A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Mr.  WeiherelL  It  will  be  necessary  for  me,  at  some 
period  of  the  proof  which  reJates  to  the  production  of  the 
evidence  which  I  see  is  to  be  offered,  to  submit  a  legal 
objection  to  it,  I  will  interpose  that  objection  when  it  is 
most  seasonable;  and  the  nature  of  the  question  will- be, 
/  whether  the  taking  of  papers  after  the  arrest  of  the  party 
is  such  a  taking  as  can  admit  them.  I  would  submit 
that  as  a  proposition  generally,  perhaps  that  will  come 
best  by  and  by. 

'Lord  Ellenbarough.  We  never  decide  questions  in  the 
abstract.  Whenever  a  question  is  proposed,  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  the  evidence  we  will  decide  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.    I  am  going  now  to  asK  you  a 
question  upon  another  subject.    At  a  subsequent  time'^do 
you  remember  Vickeiy's  conu0g#glMQ  i 
A,  Yes. 
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A.  The  be^QDiQg  of  March,  I  thlotr^  a^Mi  the  iMi  or 
sixth;  Mr.  Vickery  was  there  I  believe  sevei^l. tines  be* 
tween  the  fifth  of  Decembeir  and  the  fifth  of  Ifan^h";  I 
tbink  he  was  there  on  the  twelfth  of  Decembtr^ 

Q.  The  second  time  he  camei  did  he  seavch  aitj  pirt  of 
yourhons^I 

A.  Only  the  shop. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  timtf  t 
'   A.  He  came  i^gain  on  the  isth  of  the  same  moilthk 

Q.  Da  jou  remember  his  comings  and  the  privy  of  yont 
boase  being  searched  i 

A.  I  do. 

Mr.  Justice  Biyiey.    Was  that  in  Mareh  ? 

A.  It  was. 

M§tr.  Au^miyOeneral.  Were  yon  present  at  that  search? 

A.  I  w)». 

Q;  Were  yoo  present  when  any  thing  was  found  ia 
the  privy  ? 
-    A.  OMfe. 

Q.  Was  it  quite  emptied  t 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

Q.  What  was  found  in  the  privy  in  your  present*  f 

A.  Some  iron  spikes. 

Mr.  Wetherdl.  I  should  question  whether  things  found 
in  the  house  after  the  arl^st  can  or  cantiot  be  admissible^ 
either  paper  or  spikes.  Your  Lordship  is  avrare  that  chi| 
question  was  raised  in  Mr.  Hardy's  trial. 

Idr.  Justice  Bayky,  Before  you  raise  the'  objectioflL 
have  you  all  the  facts  which  you  wish  from  this  witness  ?  . 

Mr.  Wetheretl.  He  says  that  things  were  (oifxd  whifh 
he  calls  spikes. 

Mr.  Justice  BayUy.    Were  aqy  spikes  in  yodr  Ifottie  t» 
your  knowledge^  or  put  into  the  privy  to  your  kilPWl«dg% 
Vol.  11.  B 


between  the  second  of  December  a«d  l)Mlkiie*«1i£n<^oa 
fey!W>aeVa»ibupdr   I.     ^  :/  r     '. 

-j14/?J*0.  *!•.*'       •/.■     .i     .,'      • 

:  -Q^.Yittotad'll^Terte^aDyi^themW^t^t    ilr 

A.  No,  I  b^  not. 

Mtj  fftihercli:  My  Lprdrmy  olgection  if  tb{^;<lhe 
witness  has  been  examined  to  this  proposition^  (hat  dn.tb^ 
lath  of  March '    .J,  /..  '  >  .K 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.    The*^5tiior6dik      k  ./ ?  ._    <> 

Mrl:WtiheniL    Tbe  slii  or.(5tb  of  M«^h^rvbldi.your 

ilfr.  Serjeant  Capley,    He  came  iq^n  xin  tbelslb^  \;i 

JIfr.  Gumey.  That  was  the  12th  of  Decembefc  beilvas 
there.  '  !      ^     -  i  ;    '        ..'.•■."  Tl  v.\v  A,  .-.  ' 

Afr.  WetherelL  There  is  certainly  the  one.iMt  l9oi4^  it 
is  [desirable  .to- ask  bim<ibefore^Vi^  gatnMl^JMS'.«uh^9!l/jLhe 
last  time  he  saw  the  Watsons'there.  ;  /  i  .^ 

:   Ifr.  JvUite  Bthfltyi    What/ was  tfaq  last/tim^  yonl^aw 
the  Watsons  there.  */  • 

A.  About  the  18th  or  20th  of  November^ ^t^wHi^  I 
believe,  the  last  time. 

Q.  Was  that  the  father  or  the  son?  .  * 

Ai  i  never  saw  the  fatber  there  Withont  thc'ton. 

Q.  Which  did  yon  see  in  your  hons^  on  ihe.  18th  or  ftoth 
pf  Novemb^^ 

A.  Both;  I  say  tlie  18th  or  2otb  of  November)  it  was 
ft  fcrtnight  prior  to  the- 2d  of  December* 

Mr,  WetherelL  My  Lord^  the  nature  of  my  objection  is 
this :  it  }&  proposed,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  to  prove 
Vhe  fact ;  that  on  the  5th'of  Marcli,  tbere  were  found  in  the 
house  pf  the  witness,  which  house  he  says  was  taken  by 
Wnt'^ont  the  prrsbner  for  his  "son,  199  pikes,  or  no  matter 
What.  The.  fact,  therefore,  of  such  alleged  things  being 
fbitftdi^'Ae.botifte  being  now  offered,  this  appears  to  me 
A.be  iIm  motft  Qonl^^iiieiit  time  to  interpose  my  objectioo ; 


i£  I  tkm^i^^  Tn^n  coawe^ni  tbp^  hoeafter,  I  wooU 
then  takeiU 

Lord  EUm^rofii^  It  ae^nit  ^e  prop«  tune  for  yov 

Mr.Attamq/  Qmetd.  The  ey^denceiipoD  Aug  l)ea4 it 
not  finished! 

Afr.  fFfthcrdl.  I  Imow  it  is  not  fiaished ;  but  my  olyeo* 

tion  is,  that  do  further  evideqce  can  be  offered  of  the  find* 

ing  of  articles  m  the  house  at  a  time  so  long  subsequtnt. 

Your  JU>Tdships  have  it  in  evidence,  that  the  place  where 

these  spikes  or  pikes  were  alleged  to  be  found  was  a  house 

tafceo  by  th.e  prisoner  for  his  son ;  part  of  a  house — a  shop. 

^y  Lords,  1  admit  that  it  is  also  deposed  by  this  witness^ 

as  a  fact,. that  the  father  came  to  this  house  with  his  son ; 

but  it  must  be  recollected,  that  the  alleged  place  where 

these  things  were  found  was  the  lodgiug  of  the  son^  and 

not  the  lodging  pf  the  father.   I  admit  also,  that  upon  this 

. record  thete  ia  the  charge  of  conspiracy,  in  which  both  the 

father  and  the  son  are  parties.    My  Lord,  the  question 

under  these  circumstances  is,  whether,  attendini^  to  the 

place  where  tbese  things  aie  aaid  to  bare  been  /oand^  at- 

teoding^  to  the  time  when  they  were  found,  and  to  ttie* 

period  and  distance  of  time  after  that,  at  which  the  father 

end  the  son  were  at  the  house,  these  articles,  if  called  In 

question,  would  be  producible  in  evidehce.   Changing  tlfe 

.  lerma  of  the  proposition,  the  qnestkm  is,  whether  my  iearft> 

icd  fideada  have  a  right  to  go  jfiirther,  to  prove  articles  wfaieh, 

:]f  tendered   in  evidence^  would   not  be  admisiible  io 

.  evidence^  according  to  my  proposition. 

Now,  my  Lord,  the  general  nature  of  this  kind  of  objeo* 

rtioo  is.  this;  that  papers,  found  in  the  hbnse  of  a  criminal 

•before  his  arrest,  i^re  producible  in  evidence;  becanse^  till 

his  arrest,  he  is  supposed  to  have  the  command  lod  d6mH 

cile  of  his  house,  and  the  control  and  custody  of  it;  con- 

-sequentlji  the  means  of  preventing  the  £pa^duleBt  oi  iah 
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^o^r  iBtroductioB  of  fhose  {tepfer»,  wKi<di  fure  by  And  by 
to  be  offered  in  evidence  against  him,  confining  it  tb  papers, 

'^r6f  other  things  of  tbat  descriptjon.  Vour  Lordships 
maj  probably  recollect  that  this  objection  wair  taken  in 

^Mr.  dardy's  uial,  and  I  af^^bend  it  to  have  been  ibem 
admitted  and  decided. 

fjor^  !Ell6iborougk.  What  page  and  volume  i 

,  ifr.  Weiherelh  It  is  in  the  second  volume^  page  123, 
*/*  The  Attorney , General  observed, .  tbat  he  ivas  nov  goiog 
,  to  prove  a'p^per  that  was  found  in  the  possession  of  Martin 

and  Tb^l^^Il''V   I  should  feel  myself  extremely  censurable 

if  I  attempt^4  to  state  the  facts  incorrectly,  pertilinly  Mr. 
.Th^Iwall  was' one  of  the  persons  named  as  1^  conspirator  in 
^the  ^ecord^Jt  stands  so. in  n^v  edition :  /'  and  also  another 
jpaper  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Martin^  being  the 
^hand-writing  of  Mr.  Martin,,  both  printed  in  the  second 
.  lepoft  of  the  ^^fret  Committee,  p..  18.    These  papers  were 

/bund  pifter  the  apprehension  of  IjEardy,  but .  he  .should 
..prove  that  they  existed  long  before  that  period." 

.  Mtf  JpUice  Abbott.  I  beg  your  pardon^  the  page  cer- 
t  thinly  >s  not  the  same*  I  wa^  no^  aware  that  there  weie 
jdifferept  editions^  I  recollect  perfectly  well  the  subject  to 
,  ^I^ich  you  now  r^er,  bi^t  I  have  no  reference  to  it  in  that 
.jiage  of  my  edition. 

- "  Mr^  Witkerell:  Mine  is  the  edition  of  Mr.  SiUy,my  Lord. 
t^  Thi  Attorney  Ge»tfra2  said.  These  papers  we»  found 
mfter  the  apprehension  of  Hardy,  but  he  should  prove  that 
they  existed  long,  before  that  period.  MnGibbs'said 
»tbese  papers  were  never  made  use  of;  they  were  simply  in 
'  their icflstody,  independent  of  observation.  The  admission 
:of  it  in  evidence  directly  contradicted  the  rule  their  Lord- 
Hihips  had  laid  down/  not  to  receive  any  document  found 
rafter  the  apprehension  of  Hardy."  So  that  Mr.  Gibbs  there 
.Msomei  that,  and  states  it  to  the  court  as  being  his  con^ 
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stmctibn  of  the  rule  which  he  si^ppoaei  th^y.  h«d  1^4,; 
doim.  Latd  Chief  Justioe  Hj/re,  ppt^Qg  m  Tiord  Pffsi*. 
dent  there,  ssid^  "  That  the  only  groupd  of  \he  rule  U^. 
that  being  found  ftfterwardsy  it  possibly  might  tot  exist 
previous,  and  therefore.there  was  no  proof  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  party  to  it.  Bat  if  they  remove  that  objection,  and 
shew  that,  in  feet,  it  did  exist  before  his  apprehensbn, 
tiie  objection  exists  no  longer."  In  page  129. of  the  saoit^ 
book,  Mr.  Gibbs  again  renews,  the  same  objectioo  ia  lela^^ 
tiba  to  other  papers,  and  the^repcuter  states  it  tbus; 
^  Mr.  GibluL  It  seems  to  me,  that  their  being  ordered 
before  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  Hax|f]y,  doet  D«t  fnake  \t. 

evidence^ 

Afr.  Justice  Bayl^.    '^  Being  wkred." 
.   itt.  WethtrelL    Yes,  my  Lard,  that  related  to  some 
blades  or  pikes.     ^*  It  stems  to  me,  that  their  being 
ordered  before  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  Hardy,  does  not 
make  it  evidenee;  they  being  fonod  in  the  possession 
of  tbis  man    afiet   ibe   ap^tc\iens\ou  o€  Mr.  Hardy,    it 
certainly  will  not  be  evidence  to  go  to  the  jary.''    I^ 
Lord  President.  ''  Yon  will  be  at  liberty  to  iqsist^  that 
die  execution  of  the  order  afterwards  does  not  person- 
ally affect  Mr.  Hardy.^ — ^Now,  I  ha?e  stated  the  pro« 
position  fairly;   It  will  probably  be  stated,  tb<|t  here  is  evi-^ 
dence  that  some  person  had  ordered  these  pikes;  bat  I^J; 
that  is  begging  the  whole  question ;  ai)d  noless,  as  far  as 
the  prisoner  is  concerned,  against  whom  they  fve  offered|^ 
there  is  distinct  acquiescence,  on  bis  part,  to  tbe  deposit  of 
those  things  there ;  unless  there  is  knowledge  brougb^ 
home  to  him  that  they  were  deposited  there ;  unless  some 
evidence  is  brought  home  to  him,  brioging.home  to  hiji 
knowledge  that  they  were  there;  I  humbly  contend  that, 
according  to  the  rule^  tod.  the  policy,  and  the  principle  of 
the  law,  they  are  not  receivable.    The  rule  i^  that  after  % 
Ketton  IS  takeb,  nothing  found  in  his  honae,  no  papers  or 
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idipletfiefltts/ supposed  to  be  in  bis  posgnsMtai^oanbere*' 
ceived;  ibr  tiity  may  haVe  been  placed  tb^re  fb^  objects 
vtty  inconsistent  with  the*  ends  of  justice  ^  dicy  majr  hsare 
iTeen  fabricated,  and  put  there  afterwards. 
'  My  Lord,  it  must  be  recollected  that  it  is  a  fact^  stated* 
by  the  landlord  of  the  house,  that  the  pllice  wbeare  tbejf 
iflere  taken  was  not  the  plac«  of  fesidenee  of^Mn-Watson- 
tbe  prisoner;  tbkt  the  pUce  was  taken  for  bisrson ;  tfoe  ifc 
is,  that  be  had  adeess  to  it'  Taming^  to  the  eVidcnoe  of 
Mt.  Castle^  I  find  there  a  stbt^ment^  a|«d;  Ldo  not  meair 
tb  keep  out  of  view  any  e^^idenee  as  to  a  prior  oildef  for 
tfacm  :'f  aflow,  that  if  the  order 'bad  been  brought  home 
personally  to  the  prisoner,  my  objection  would  be  imte** 
nable,  whatever  time  die-fitidtng  took'  placed-*— 

Mr,  Justice  Bai/ley  To« %hpiild  be  lawa^  a^  this,  then ; 
I  mention  it  to  you,  because'  it  ttfay  pdt  aa  end  to> discus-' 
sion.  It  is  in  evidence,  on  the  testimony  of  Castle,  that 
Castle  and  the  two  Watsons  went,  to  Beodey;  that  they 
got  the  two  hundred  a^  fifty  pikiss  froA  Beniley,  and 
carried  them  to  Hydenitreet,  Bloomsboi^. 

Mr.  WetfierelL    Kot  the  two.  \  '      - 

'Mr. Gurney.    That  tlie  son  fetched  them,  but  that  the 

tfon  and  the  witness  Castk  received  five  one  pound  notes 

from  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  oat  of  which  he  was  to  pay 

for  them. 

Mr*  Justice  Bay  ley.  I  ha¥e  got  it;  ^*  we  all  thiee  went 
la  Bentlcy's  cellar/' 

Mr.  Curney.  Those  were  Bentley,  Watson,  jmi.  and  the 
witness. 

Mr.  Weilurell.  Just  so. — My  Lord,  Mr.  Gnmey  has  re* 
ininded  me  of  one  circumstance,  that  they  were  paid  for  by 
the  prisoner's  money ;  bat  it  is  not  stated  that  the  money 
was  had  to  pay  for  the  pikes,  that  he  was  told  it  waa  for 
IJhat  purpose  ? 
^  Mr.  Justice  Btyky.  Yts,  I  bdieve  it  ia.  1  will  read  o^ 


noteof  \%  and  biotfaer  Cop%  will  refer  to  Keiitetib«r>I«iir 

right,    ^'The  next  mcumiDg  I>  met  the  two>¥.atioD8  iii> 

Kfligsgale^Bireet  at  eight  ip  tfaemOTning»  to-reodve^iaoiiey 

ihini  old  WatsoD  to  p^y  for  die  pikes^  and  to  buy  xwo  nail' 

bags  to-put  tbem  into.    (Md.  Watsop  gave  his  8pn  fiae  one« 

potind  notes.to  go  to  Benlley's  with  me  for  the  piiws,  and  to-* 

take  tbem  to  his  lodgings  in  Hyde-street.  Yonng  Nation 

went  to  get  the  nail^bags,aod  I. went  to  Bentley'd;  be  bal^ 

made  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  somewhere  thereaboats.  He 

made  out  a  bill ;  I  went  to  Bailey's  first ;  then  Bentley  and 

I  came  to  wine  vaults  at  the  comer  of  a  court  leading  out 

of  Ha^t^treet  into  Long-acre,  I  think  it  is  cpiUed  Leg-alley  ^ 

there  we  met  young  Watson.   Young  Watson  gave  me  the 

money  in  Bende/s  presence,  and  I  paid  Bendey,  I  think, 

three  ppnnds  fifteen  shillings.    Then  we  aU  three,''  (I  had; 

thought,  opening  upon  it,  one  of  the  three  had  been  olA 

WatsoQ^  I  see  that  is  not  so,)  '*  went  to  Bentley's  ceflar,  and 

assisted  in  putting  them  into  the  bags ;  and  young  Watson 

and  I  took  them  toH^de-slreet,  to  young  W  ataon*a\odgii»gs, 

and  deposited  them  underaometbiag  like  a  sofa  bedstead"! 

Mr.  JVeihereli.  Your  Lordship  has  had  the  goodness  to 

vead  the  note  most  accurately  taken  ;  it  will  be  pmbably 

said  that  this  conversation,  on  the  subject  of  the  payment 

of  the  money  by  Watspn   the  elder,  is  to  fix  him  with 

notice  of  the  pikes ;  or  that,  upon  these  transactions,  he  is 

to  be  considered  as  the  person  ordering  the  pikes;  and( 

consequently,  to  be  fixed  with  the  knowledge  that  thoslf 

pikes  were  to  be  obtained,  and  with  the  notice  that  they 

were  deposited  there.     But  it  if  the  latter  part  of  the  rule 

I  take  the  liberty  to  allude  to;  there  is  nothing  said  about 

their  being  to  be  got  wijUi  the  money.   I  should  be  very 

soR-y  to  put  an  erroneous  import  On  the  evidence ;  but 

when  this  examination  of  the  witness  was  going  on>  it  did 

-  not  occur  to  me,  that  the  movey  asked  for  was  to  pay  fqr 

the  pikes.    I  allow  the  evidence  given  is  eviJkn^^  upoil 
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whkii  MiehJi  Qi^jeetiire  may  be  railed;  but  I  anbttiit,  it 
does  .not  appear  that  the  money  to  be  given  to  yoong: 
Watson  was  to  pay  for  the  pikes.  Tbe  question  is, 
wkeiher  Watson  the  elder  was  asked  for  tbe  money,  eo 
nomif^  to  pay  for  tbe  pikes,  or,  whether  there  is  evidepoe 
tbat^&e  must  know  that  it  was  to  be  so  applied. 

Mr.  Gurney.  Tbe  witness  Castle  bas  stated  tbatTbistle* 
wood  ^ye  tbe  prisoner  Watson  a  ten  pound*  note,  to  pay 
for  the  bills  and  tbe  pikes.     . 

Mr.  WeihertU.  His  I^ordsbip  bas  read  tbe  note. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  1'bat  to  which  Mr.  Garney  refens, 
V&s  in  a  former  part,-— r'^  This  tie  wood  produced  a  ten  pound 
90te,  and  told  old  Watson  to  go  immediately  and  give  tbe 
man  som^  money/and  to  tell  bim  to  get  the  bills  printed, 
Und  to  give  me  as  much  as  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  for 
die  remainder  of  the  bills  apd  the  pikes,'' 

Mr.  tVciherelL  My  Lord,  the  first  question  is  upon  tbe 
evidence,  whether  there  is  enougl)  to  affect  Watson  directly 
or  indirectly  upon  the  subject  of  tbe  pikes..  That  point, 
I  own,  does  seem  to  me,  from  my  recollection  of  the 
evidence,  not  to  be  made  out.  I  also  contend,  that  though 
tbe  payment  came  out  of  &hat  ten  pound  note,  it  is  not  in 
evidence  that  there  was  a  direction  that  tbe  money  should 
be  taken  out  of  that  note  for  that  purpose. 
.  Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  Tbe  worda  of  the  witness,  as  I  have 
diem>are  certainly  different  from  tbe  way  in  which  they  ap- 
pear to  have  struck  you.  He  says,  '^Monday  morning  I  was 
to  meet  the  two  Watsons  in  Kingsgate-street,  to  receive 
tbe  money  to  pay  for  tbe  pikes,  and  to  buy  two  nail  bags 
to  put  them  mto.  Old  Watson  gave  bis  son  five  one  pound 
nptes  to  pay  for  the  bags  and  the  pikes,  and  young  Watson 
wctit  to  procure  the  bags»  while  I  went  to  Bentley's  to  get 
tbe  bill  made  out.'' 

Mr.JVetherelL  That  Winrespondswitb  tbe  one  Mr.  Justice 
jpayley  read. 


Mr.  Jta/ita  Bkjfhjf.  There  ia  aiiotb^  pMMfe  I  will  retd 
Jim.  *'  Tbe  pAe  Beatley  bad  nmde  was  prodtfcedv  Tbisde« 
wootf  said  it  was  a  Teiyfanoas  weapon,  and  that  ne  would 
bare  a  quantity  more  made  iminediately ;  and  he  gate  me 
orders  to  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  made  immedinely' 
by  Bentley :  this  was  in  the  hearing  of  the  other  firef  * 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  And  there  is  another  part^  Mr.  We^ 
dierell.  After  Castle  had  stated  his' going  with  Bentley  to' 
die  wine-vaults,  meeting  young  Watson  there,  the  bags 
being:  produced,  the  money  paid,  and  the  pikes  being  put 
up  and  taken  to  young  Watson's  lodgings  in  Hyde^street, 
and  deposited  under  the  sob  bedstead,  hesays,  ''Then  young 
Watson  and  I  went  to  Oreystoke-place  and  reported ;  and 
by  the  desire  of  Thistlewood,  I  destroyed  the  receipt ;  then 
the  elder  Watson  and  I  went  to  the  printer  for  the  bills.^ 
lie  went  to  Greystoke-place ;  be  there  found  the  eider 
Watson  and  Thistlewood  and  reported ;  which  was,  he  says^ 
their  constant  practice.  That  was,  after  haying  carried  the 
pikes  to  5oun^W«LtAot\'«  Xod^in^s,  iViey  reported,  and  then 
Thistiewood  desired  he  waM  de»troj  the  receipt,  which 
be  did— — 

Mr.  fVetherell.  Your  Lordship  sees,  that  this  finding  oJP 
die  articles  is  five  months  after  the  apprehension  of  the 
prisoner. 

Lord  Elkmboroi^h.,  That  is  the  finding,  but  there  is 
evidence  of  the  carrying  them.  If  th«»re  is  nobody  to  re« 
move  them,  we  will  presume  they  remained  in  the  satne 
state  and  place  in  which  they  were  put,  and  where  the  evi* 
dence  leaves  them. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  I  will  merely  throw  this  out  for  your 
consideration.  The  eifectof  the  evidence,  when  produced, 
is  one  thing.  The  question  i^  whether  they  are  now  to  be 
admitted  to  prove  that  these  are  the  very  same  pikes  which 
were  made  by  Bendey,  and  canied  by  young  Watson  and 
Castle  to  young  WatsoqY  * 
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nibject  o£  the  c^iaj^within  the  loH^w  ledg^ 
]|sboiivl4  bi^ye  f^plt;  iny  adf <  proclaM- 

Xjord  EUmborough*  ThefB,  i^  evi^eooe  on  my.bcQtWs; 
oqt^s*  There  is  qo  foundBtioQ  for  the  supposUiop^  tbut  it 
18  neoessfuy  that  tl^ey  should .coiitipiie  in  the  pp^sessiot  o£ 
tbp/person  uip  to  aqd.  at  di^  tif]^^  of  the  apprebenj^iQPt  If 
1^  ifi  severed  from  the  poss^uoa  of  the  thiogs^  the  tbipgft 
leaving  been  placed  tbe^e  while  they  were  under  b^i  /cod- 
troul,  that  is  evidepf^e  to  gp  to  the  Jury ;  aqd  i|l^a  case 
of  life  and  deadi,  in  a  cas^  I  will  meatioa  to  yoa.  A  per^ 
toabad  beeoy  I  thinki  a  biitler  to  some  bapkersat  Maltoo  ; 
a  great  robbery  had  taken  plape ;  tb^  person  apcusfsd  had 
been  seen  gping,  near  the  pfivy,  and  that  excited  a  sot- 
piopn  in  the  ixnod^  of  th^  cpupsel  if  ho  were  Goi|9i4eriiig  of 
the  case,  at  York  during  the  assizes;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  o^d^re^  a.  search  to  be  madej  and  in  the  privy 
all  the  plate  was  foi^pd ;  i^t  was  produced,  and  it  wi|s  the 
means  of  convicting  tha^  i^aot  He  ha4  beea  sepfucated 
firqm  the  custpdy  of  the  plc^^  for.  he  had  been,  in  York' 
Castle  for  some  time ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  evi- 
dence beings  ad  mjspijble. 

J^r^  WcthertU.  I  sh^)  ^qjl^  trouble  yoqr  Loidship  after 
the  observations  your  Lordship  has  made ;  it  was  upon  the 
defect  <>f  the  evidepce,  as  tq  th^  csitryi^  thai;  \  resided  mx 
obJQC.tioiu 

Lord  ISllenboroygh^  I  have  not  been  ab)e  to  fam^ya 
dpubt  in  this  case.  Two  of.  the  partii^s  ^re  clearly taffected 
by  the  production  of  things  supposed  to  belong  tp.tbemj  or» 
under  dieir  contrpul.  Here  i\  appeapi  that  the  father  and 
the  soQ,, being  engaged  ip  the  ^me  conspiracy,,  according 
tp  the  evidence,  these  things  werii^  carried  to  the  duelling 
of  the  son,  aud  reported  by  tbesoi;!  jlQ  t;l[ie.father  apd  others, 
I  tl}ipk,tbat  verj  day,  as^  being  carried  to  thajt  place,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  of  which,  or  close  to  ivhicbj,  tb^y.  were 


St 

\MkAi  There^staiioll)^adeiibV^tlMk,qrits 

3fr.  Justice  Bayley.  If  Mr.  Wetherell  thinks,  tffttfr  uliat 

has  been  said,  that  he  can  sttppdtf  the  objedti<>ti>  I  sboiiM 

wish  to  hear  him ;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  stand  oQa  ^kj 

different  groand  indeed  from  the  case  to  which  he  has  re* 

fenred.     As  far  as  I  caught  that,  it  was,  that  ^  the  thing 

offered  to  be  produced  in  evidence  did  not,,  as  far  as  ap* 

peared  in  evidence,  exist  before  the  apprehension*    Now( 

in  this  case,  the  thing  not  only  existed,  but^  according  to 

the  evidence  m  thi$  case,  thef  were  carried  to  the  placean 

question  by  young  Watson,  who  at  present  is,  acconfiog 

tb^  the  evidence,  one  of  the  parties  in  the  transaction ;  so 

that  his  acts  are  the  acts  of  Watson  the  father,  and  tha 

acts  of  eacli  and  every  of  the  parties,  in  point  of  law.  And 

it  is  not  only  proved  that  diey  were  carried  to  that  place, 

but  it  is  sworn,  that  the  elder  Watson  was  privy  to  the  fael 

tftiat  they  had  been  ordeted ;  and  was.  also  privy  to  the  fact, 

that  is,  received  in^ormatAoiv  V>]f  ^!he  Tepoxt  of  tbaMa,'  i^ 

'  terwards,  that  they  hnd  been  carried  to  the  sons  lodgidgs. 

Under,  these  oircumstaDces,  I  tUak  it  is  impositible  for  Che 

Cowt  to  say  that  they  cannot  be  received  in  evidence,  for 

the  purpose  of  proving  wherber  they  are  or  not  the  same 

pikes  to  which  Castle  has  spoken,  and  which  nay  or  may 

not  be  proved  to  have  been  made  by  Bentley.    What  is  to 

be  the  ultimate  efkct  of  that,  is  entirely. a  qaestion  for  the 

Jury;  but,  I  think,  we  cannot  exclude  die  evidence. 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  This  is  not  a  question  of  any 
doubt.  There  hardly  ever  happens  an  assize  at  which  part 
of  the  evidence  against  the  person,  o<i  his  trial  for  felony  or 
theft,  does  not  consist  of  proof  that  the  stolen  property  was 
found  in  his  house,  on  a  search,  after  he  was  taken. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.  t  think  there  cannot  be  the  least, 
possible  doubt  upon  this  point. 


'  Mr.  Jitorn^  General/  {To  Bdnadd&r.Y  Yoit  tow,  yoii 
have  told  us^  the  spike-heads  taken  from  the  ptiVy  I 

i.JL'YtB.     •  •  ^'  .".'••      \.    • 

iQ.,  Had  yoa  ever  bcIsq  any  of  those  'before  i 
:Jl.  So. 

Cr^M-txammtd  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley. 

CL  Yon  say  these  premises  were  taken  by  Mr.  Watson 
for  bis  son  { 

A.  Yes.      . 

Q.  And  tfiey  consisted,  I  believe,  only  of  a  shop  i 

A.  Only  of  a  shop. 

Q.  The  key  that  has  been  produced  is  Uie  key  of  the^ 
diop-door  i 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.    He  has  not  ascertained  that  it  is. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  I  humbly  thank  your  Lordship 
for  the  suggestion ;  I  meant  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
other.^-'Loddng  at  that,  you  say  it  bears  a  resemblaitce  to. 
the  key  of  the  shop-door  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

CL  Yon  have  looked  at  it  several  times,  have  not  yon  f 

iL.  I  believe  it  is  the  shop-do<»r  key*  but  I  do  not  know ; 
it  looks  like  it,  but  I  cannot  be  positive, 

Q.  Is  it  a  common  kind  of  key  i 

A.  It  is. 

Q»  What  kind  of  a  key  was  the  key  of  the  street-door  i 

A.  I  cannot  well  describe  it. 

Q.  Is  it  what  is  pomfnonly  caUed  i^  latch  key  ? 

il.  It  is, 

Q,  Where  was  this  privy  situate  f 
.  A.  In  the  yard. 

Q,  Who  occupied  the  rest  of  the  house  i 

A^  There  were  seveFsl  perspn^  ip  different  parts  of  {h^ 
house. 

Q.  Did  jou  say  the  privy  was  in  the  yard  7 


•.    i4..Ye8.  ■     ■ 
Q.  IsitcwanoBkto^wMehoiiMr 

•.  ii.-Y«.-  ■■ 

Q.  flow  do  TOfo  go  ioto  die ywd,  tbroagli  tbefOMge 
from  the  ttieet? '•  .  ,•, 

A.  Yes,  thtoagh  the  passage  ftom  the  street. 
.     ^  Witheat  goiqg  iMB  the  shop  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Leaving  the  shop  oo  one  side  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yoo  ssjr  jop  hav^seeo  Mr.  WatsoB  there  with  his 
SCO,  at  diffi»%nt  times  i  ■ 

A.  Yes,  I  have.  .        -' 

Q.  He  did  not  sleep  there  erer,  I  believe  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 
.  Mr.  Justice  B^ley.    Do  yo^  mean  the  yonog  or  the 
old  one  ?  ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    The  old  one. 

Mr.  Justice  Bm/k^.    You  do.  not  know  that  the  son 
"B\ept  there'? 
.  ^.  I  do  not  knd#,.  ibey  were  ibere  of  a  night  some- 
times, add  sometimes  they  were  called  out  on  business. 

Mr-  Serjeant  Copley.  What  business  was  carried  on  in 
the  shop  ? 

•    A.  Mr.  Watson  had  drags  and  mediciiies  iii  the  shop. 

Q.  Mr.  Watson  was  a  surgeon  ? 

4<  Yes,  he  was.  '   <  .     •   . ; 

Lord  Ellenborougk.    Who  had  drugs'  in  the  shop  i 

A  Mr.  Watson;  the  father  told  me  his  so/ was  a 
surgeon. 

Mr.  Serjema  CopUy.  TeU  us  (he  last  day  oh  which 
you  saw  either  of  the  Mr.  Watsons  there  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  yon  the  day  precisely,  but  about  a  fort- 
night before  the  second  of  December  was  the  last  time 
«l»t  I  recoUect  seeing  either  of  them  there. 


Q.  Have  you  any  means  oi  knowing  whether  Mdy.hody 
ebe  afterwards  came  tbei»iWHP'that>»pnntwwiit  ? . 

A.  h  Is  veiy  improbable  that  any  person  QMi^;.Xhey 
•«wMiiot> vfei^«ttbeyhad^kfiy»afQQMise,>  .. 
^  Q.  I  talk  of  the  apartment,  the  shop  f    .       , 

A.  Yes^-to  I  «i4cralo0d, 

Q.  There  was  a  dlsdaei  JAtcMkey,  as  yoalileieri]^  it, 
to  the  street-door  i 

il.  Yes. 

^Mo'tanmined  iy'Mr.  jAttomt^Gematal. 

Q.  One  question  I  forgot  *to  ask  you ;  had  jou  yourself 
anj  access  to  the  shop  after  the  last  time  that'  you  saw'the 
Watsons  there,  and  before  Vickery  came  the  first  tim^) 

A.  None  at  all.  ',,.'' 

Mr.  Justite  Abbott.  Was  the  other  entrancee  into  rtf^e 
shop  by  first  coming  into  the  passage  of  ^e  bouse,  ,or  was 
there .  another  door  i 

A.  There  were  two  doors,  one  door  went  into  the  bade 
parlour^  but  that  door  was  locked-and  secured/ 

Q.  If  a ,  person  from  the  street  wished  to  go  into  the 
shop,  must  he  first  come  into  the  passage  of  the  house  i 

A.  He  must. 

Q.  The  door  between  the  back. padpur and  ibe^hop 
was  secureci  i 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

Q.  Watson  had  not  the  key  of  that? 

A.  He  had  not. 

Q.  >\''ere  there  shutters  to  the  shop  window  t 

A.  Yesj  there  were, 

Q.  Inside  or  outside? 

A.  Outside. 

Q.  Whose  business  was  it  to  open  those  shutters,  yotvr 
teryant'sf  . 


A.  No ;  Mr.  W&tiftiictlie  ]f4v«^^tl>elie?e  he  opened 
them.  -^       •    . 

^Qu  Tm  fioy  'yon  had  Hotsaoi  btm.tiieie  W  dboilt  a 
foTtoight  before  the  last  Spa-fields  meetingi 

A.  I  had  not. 

<2.  WcrethedatskklsbtttttaopteeAdwiagtliattittf 

A.  Never,  to  mjjBBO^Tideiie^^il.tiever  saw  them  o|fe|i 
during  that  time.  -     i     .^ 

'  Q.  'For  some  few  da^^ire^ufr  to ithe  tiiae  yda  lasl^ taw 
themyMtoe  thesboltart  eonstandykept  <^tt^  or-weitt  ik^ 
sometimes  up  I 

A.  I  believe  tbej  were  never  idl  tabm  <bwn ;  I  believe 
they  ^tfe  open  ^yeTy  4ay  except  Simday. 

Q.  Part  of  them; 

xL»  Yes*. 

CL  Never  altdgelher? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  them  all  open  togetfaeiv 

QL  When  yomig  Mr.  Wtttson-  was' oat,  was  there  any 
person  attending  to  give  an  answer  for  him  int^seof  any 
one  \n<yiiTm^) 
"  A.  I  believe  aot 

Q.  Had  any  servant  or  other  person  belonging  to  yoiu 
family,  access  to  the  room  to  sweq>^  it,  or  make  the  bed 
or  any  thing  of  that  sort  i 

A.  'No  one'Wd  aceess'bpt  themselves. 

Qi  Year  servattt'^dfd  not  go  in  to  sweep  it,  or  dean  it, 
or  do  any  thte  j  of  tBat  sort  i 
A:  Tdevfer  to  my  knowledge. 

Ijyri  Ellenhorotigh.  The  commanication  between  the 
shop  and  the  privy  is  by  the  passage  i 

4:  Yes. 

Q.  After  their  going  away,  do  you  know  p(  any  body 
being  in  the  passae^e^  and  using  that  way  ? 

A,  I  do  not. 
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Mr.  John  Fichaytwani* 
Examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

tQ.  I  believe  jou  are  one  of  the  polieeoflSoen  belonging 
to  Bow-street? 

jl.  I  am. 
'.  O;  Did  yon  go  on  the  sdi  cf  December  to  a  booM  in 
(Hjde^treet,  where  Mr.  Preston  litet  i 

J.  I  did,  that  was  the  day. 
*    a  Did  you  go  into  that  shop  or  room  which  Mr. 
panmstf  r  has  been  speaking  of  as  young  Watson's  f 

A.  I  did. 

Q«  How  did' you  get  in  f 

A.  The  key  was  inquired  for  of  Mr.  Bannister^  b«t  it 
could  not  be  found ;  nor  any  other  key  could  be  fonnd  to 
open  the  door,  and  it  was  forced. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.  The  key  of  the  shop  i 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  Geimr^l.  And  yo]ii  'forced  the  door  i 

A.  I  did* 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  search  about  different  parts  of 
the  shop  ? 
.A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  find  aoy  papers  theie  i 

A.  I  did.  ^ 

Q.  Whereabouts  in  the  ^opjdid  you  find  any  .pap^  i 
'  A*  The  shop  is  a  small  room»  and  it  was  completely  foil 
of  household  goods  of  some  sort  or  other ;  and  there  was 
a  sort  of  mahogany  cliest,  which  appeared  to  be  a  medi* 
cine  chesty  and  the  papers  were  found  littered  about  in 
different  parts;'  they  were  all  found  in  that  room. 

Q.  All  the  papers  that  were  taken  were  found  in  that 
room  i 

A,  They  were. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  pUpers  here  which  you  found  in 
that  room. 
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A.  I  faaff e  not 

Q.  Duf  jroa  mark  tbem  before  yoo  delirettl  them  over 
,       tOBjajonei 
k'         Jl,  I  did. 

^  {Several  papen  were  shown  to  the  wriinem,  iudi  he 

examined  them.'] 

Q.  Did  you  find  those  papers  in  that  shop  t 

A.  I  did. 

-Q.  Did  yon  go,  at  any  other  times,  to  make  any  searcb 
ihere? 

Jt.  I  did. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  to  know  every  time  y6ii  went  there, 
unless  you  fonnd  something  at  least ;  did  yon  go  in  the 
month  of  March  ? 

A.  Oq  the  5th. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Bannister  when  yon  went  on  the  5th  \ 

A.  Yes.  I  went  at  first  on  the  morning  of  the  5tb,  and 
taw  Mr,  Bannister. 

Q.  D\d  yovi,  ow  thcLl  day,  se&Tc\i  iVie  ptWy  \ 

A.  There  was  a  search  partiaDy  made  in  the  morning 
by  a  man  who  was  with  me. 

C2.  In  your  presence  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  my  presence ;  and  at  night  the  privy  was 
completely  cleared  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Were  yon  present  at  the  time  the  privy  was  cleared* 

A*  I  was. 

a.  What  was  found  in  the  privy  t 

A.  There  was  a  pretty  large  ^qoanti^  of  iron  at  tb« 
bottom ;  pieces  of  iron  with  a  point  at  each  end»  abont 
eight  or  ten  inches  long. 

Q.  What  ^id  you  do  with,  ibat  iron  wbidi  yon  10 
found  f 

A.  I  saw  them  washed«s  dean  as  they  could  be  made, 
and  they  were  put  into  a  box,  aad  takeo4o  the  office  and 
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locked  up,  and  kept  under  my  possession  all  but  two, 
tvlilch  were  parted  with  to  Mr.  Litcfafiiekl  the  hext*d&y  ; 
they  were  locked  up  in  the  office  till  Saturday,  and  then 
they  were  put  into  bags  and  taped  and  sealed.  -  They  bad 
never  been  out  of  my  possession  till  they  were  taped  and 
sealed. 

Q.  Except  two,  I  think  you  said  ? 

A.  Yes,  except  two  that  were  given  over  to  Mr.  Lltch* 
field  on  the  following  morning. 

Q.  Have  you  got  them  here? 

A.  I  have. 

[7%«  tft^tfiM produeeda  bag ^ionimnimg  tkemJ^ 

Q.  Did  you  count  them  ? 

A.  I  counted  them  the  first  nig^t;  there  were  200  all 
,but  two,  I  think.  I  rather,  think  there  were  two  or  three 
lOver,  when  I  came  to  separate  them  into  three  parts.  I 
separatied  them  into  seventies,  and  I  found  there  were 
rather  more  than  seventy  in  the  last  part. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL  Now,  my  lord,  I  am  about  to 
"put  in  those  papers  which  Vickery  has  stated  he  fouiid. 

Mr.  WetherelL  There  must  be  a  great  deal  more  done 
as  to  the  papers;  the  papers  stand  in  a  different  situation 
from  the  spikes.    I  will  ask  Mr.  Yickery  a  question. 

Eros9^ximS/iudhy  Mr.  WtthertU. 

Q.  When  was  the  first  time  you  went  to  search  this 
^house  ? 
"    Jf .  i  think  the  5th  of  l)ecfember. 

Q,  That  was  three  days  after  the  meeting. 

jtf.  I  am  not  exactly  sure  as  to  the  time  of  the 
'  meeting. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  date  at  the  time  when  you  fouiid 
\  the  papers  ? 

A*  Yes,  on  the  5th  of  December. 


.    , <2.  ThejMp^  yoQ produce werefpundQn  the  tjearch? 

Q.  Ja  what  pari  pf  the  hpuse  were  they  foun&t 

ji.  Ia  the  shop. 
,0.  In  the  shop  that  fronts  the  street  ? 

A.  YeS|  on  the  right  hand  as  joa  enter  from  the  street* 

(2.  In  what  part  of  the  shop  were  they  found  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say ;  there  were  such  a  quandty  of  pajpeii| 
and  there  was  such  conAision,  it  did  not  look  like  a  shop 
that  was  inhabited. 

Q.  Were  they  found  in  a  drawer  ? 

ji.  Some  in  a  box,  and  some  in  ope  place  and  some  in 
another. 

Q.  They  were  in  a  good  deal  of  confusion  i 

A.  Yes. 

,€L  Were  the  peepers,  generally,  medicd  or  political  or 
oithusiastical,  or  what  i 

.Mr,Gurney,    That  the  papers  them^ves  will  shew.  , 

Mr.  Wcthef'M.    Thexe  was  a  general  mass  erf  papen^ 

A.  Yes. 

(L  And  these  you  selected  ih>m  them  i 

A.  Yes,  I  did 

€L  Were  these  locked  up,  or  mixed  with  the  others  i 

A.  There  were  some  in  drawers,  and  some  in  one  place 
and  some  in  another;  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  as  to 
every  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Attorn^  General.  I  offer  those  papers  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Wetherell.  My  Lord,  in  raising  an  objection  in 
the  present  state  of  the  evidence,  I  do  not  say  that  they 
may  not,  by  coupling  them  with  other  evidence,  or  an 
explanation  of  their  contents,  be  made  evidence ;  but  my 
objection  to  them  now  is,  that  in  the  house  of  oue  of  the 
two  conbpiratofs  mentioned  on  this  record,  are  found  certain 
^pers.    The  objection  I  stated  to  your  JLorfsbips  last, 
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with  respect  to  the  productioii  of  Ai  pikes,  stands  On  a  foot- 
ing veiy  jdiffeireit.  Your  Lordships  were  pleased  to  think, 
on  the  notes  yon  had  taken  of  the  evidence,  that,  conpled 
with  what  had  happened  previously,  and  what  passed  subse- 
quently in  the  presence  of  the  Watsons,  it  was  fit  they  should 
he  received  in  evidence.  The  presentquestion  stands  totally 
naked  of  such  cbcunistances :  the  evidence  is,  that  in  the 
house  of  a  co-conspirator,  in  this  case^  certain  papers  wert 
-found ;  what  additional  evidence  may  hereafter  he  offered  to 
identify  any  particular  paper,  as  a  paper  that  can  be  brought 
home  to  Mr.  Watson,  as  being  a  paper  to  affect  him,  I  do 
not  state  at  present,  I  discuss  it  only  in  the  present  state 
of  the  case,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  evidence.  '  I 
apprehend  that  these  are  not  evidence.  I  apprehend  this 
is  the  precise  point  ruled  in  Mr* Hardy's  case;  for* unless 
it  can  be  shewn,  that  these  are  papers  which  he  has  adopted 
as  a  conspirator  by  some  supposed  link  of  connection 
with  him,  by  some  supposed  appropriation  to  or  adoption 
by  him;  it  only  amounts  to  this,  that  certain  papers,  are 
found.  Now,  in  the  case  which  occurred  of  .Mr.  Hardy, 
there  was  not  only  a  connection  with  respect  to  the  parties 
upon  the  record,  but  there  was  a  distinct  averment  that 
tbsre  were  certsun  papers  there,  the  circulation  of  whick 
was  aUeged  as  one  of  the  ov^rt  acts  of  treason.  The 
treason  there  charged  was  the  plan  and  proposal  of  egta* 
blishing  a  convention ;  and  a  variety,  of  overt  acts  were 
there  charged^  namely,  the  composing  and  circulating 
papers  and  writings  auxiliary  to  or  condiiciYe  to  that 
purpose;  the  purpose,  therefore,  was  charged  as  a  purpose 
connected  with  the  papers,  and  the  papers  were  charged 
to  have  been  printed,  framed-,  and  circulated  with  a  view  to 
carrying  into  effect  that  treason.  There  was,  therefore,  my 
Lord,  upon  that  record,  as  your  Lordship  will  permit  liie ' 
to  remind  you,  an  overt  act  charged,  which  overt  act 
coaaisted  in  the  framing  and  printing  tuedsooable  writiags^ 
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tad  the  circniation  of  Aose  papers  directly  or  iqdirectly 
by  the  co-ooQspiratmrs. 

Lord  EUenborough.  It  has  not  been  opened  to  Oft  ^hat 
is  tbe  nature  of  these  papers :  there  appeaiSy  at  piesent, 
erideocc- against  the  younger  Watson,  respecting  the  (lace 
where  they  were  found ;  and  I  think  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  they  were  found  on  the  2d  of  DecemberT^hen  he 
was  last*  visible,  or  on  the  5th  of  December :  but  being 
evidence  against  the  sod,  they  are  not  necessarily  evidence 
against  the  father,  unless  they  are  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
<x>0mon  design,  in.  which  the  fSrther  and  son  were>  joined. 
Now  it  has  not  been  opened  to  us  what  these  papers  con* 
tfttn,  or  whether  they  are  relative  to -the  common^  object. 
•  Mr.  Witlier^lL  My  Lord,  the  averments  of  this  indict* 
ment  most  laboriously  set  out  the  charges,  but  there  is  no 
charge  of  the  composing  or  circulating  of  papers. 

Lard  ElUnborough.  They  are  not  necessarily  to  fall 
within  that  term ;  they  may  furnish  evidence  of  other  overt 
acts. 

Mr.  WethertU.  Certamly,  in;  l*oxd ;  hut  if  theeiiculalion 
of  papen  was  one  overt  act,  one  should  expect  to  have  that 
charged* 

Lord  EUekborough.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  papers, 
Mr.  Attorney  General  i 

.  Mr. Attorney  General.  My  Lord,  I  will  state  it.  I  feared 
to  do  it  before  1  had  your  Lordship's  sanction  for  doing  it. 
Your  liordbbip  will  recollect,  the  witness  Castle  has  proved 
that  the  elder  Watson  shewed  him  a  sort  of,  plan  of  the 
Tower;  and  shewed  him  also  the  drawing  of  a  machine  to 
act  against  cavalry.  Two  of  the  papers  that  are  found  in 
this  shop  appear,  upon  the  fiiceof  them,  the  one  to  be  a  sort 
of  plan — I  do  not  mean  an  accurate  plan,  but,  odiously,  a 
plan  of  the  Tower--«nd  the  other,  a  drawing,  upon  the  face 
ofit,  of  a  machine,  snch  as  he  has  described,  with  four 
wheels,  and  scythes  projecting,  to  act  against  cavalry. 
'  03 
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Lord  BJleri/boroitgk.  There  can  be  no  doubt  ihat  they 
are  admissible. 

Mf.  Soltcifot  General.  There  are  three  others^  all  con- 
dtlcive  to  t&e  gteneral  plan. 

Mr\  Attorney  General.  Among  others^  tfiere  is  a  copj 
of  the  printed  bill,  for  holding  the  first  Spa- fields" 
meeting. 

Lord  EUenborougk.  The  plan  of  the  Tower  of  London 
is  a  paper  of  which  you  have  already  given  evidence,  and 
lAso  the  machine  with  the  scythes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Then  there  is  a  drawing  of  the 
flag,  and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  calculation  of  military 
force,  and  ^so  a  Hlit  of  names.  The  witness  having  spoken* 
to  certain  persons  being  named  as  a  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  and^  so  on ;  here  is  a  list  of  names,  though  there  is 
no  title  designating  what  those  names  are  for.  I  submit 
to  your  tiOifdship,  that  whatever  other  papers  there  are  of  a 
political'  n'dhite,  ar6  evidence. 

Xord  Ellenborough.  Those  papers  we  will  leave  for  dis^ 
cussion  till  we  see  what  they  are. 

Mr.  WetJieretl.  My  Lord,  I  humbly  contend  that  there 
is  no  proof  of  the  antecedent  existence  of  these  papers. 

Lord  Ellenborough.^  If  they  are  found  at  the  very  mo- 
ment of  his  departure  in  a  house  or  place  in  the  occupatiof^ 
6f  the  yotinger,  whether  they  are  evidence  as  against  the 
father,  depends  upon  their  contents  being  referable  to  thti 
eomm^n  design  imputed  by  the  evidence  to  the  father  an^ 
the  son. 

Mr.  WetherelL  Your  Lordship  is  pf  opinion  all  thesii 
{>&pers  are  evidence? 

Lord  Ellenborough.  My  judgment,  and  that  of  my  bro4 
thers,  applies  only  to  those  the  poi^tents  of  which  have  beeii 
distinctly  stated. 

Mr.  Gutney.  We  haxTe  selected  thpse  which  do  apply. ' 

Mr.  WetherelL  Kfo  witn^  has  stated  c^  alleged  t^^t 
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aDj  paper  was  produced  at  the  meeting;  that  was  a  qiiea- 
tioa  I  distiactljr  asked^ 

Mr.  JMfmiei/  General.  RealJy  Mr.  Wetherdl  ^  r^thei 
argoioj^  oq  tbe  effect  of  th^  evidence  tl^aa  the  admuii. 
}dlitj  of  it. 

Mr.  WethcrelU  I  beg  your  Lord&kip's  p^don ;  it  staa^s 
iqjon  the  Qote9  that  po  p^>er  was  kept. 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott,  ^o,  it  stands  thus :  that  many  pa« 
pers  were  destroyed ;  and  that  whenevei  Thistlewood  founcT 
any,  he  destroyed  tBem,  and  that  he  warned  Watsoa 
against  keeping  papers  by  him. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  And  he  destroyed  some  song^  ? 

Mr.  WethereJl.  There  is  no  eyideuce  that  any  paper  was 
produced  at  any  meeting  \  and  the  question  comes  to  tbiSj 
no  witness  having  alleged  the  production  of  any  papeif 
^l  any  common  meeting,  no  circumstance  having  beei} 
stated  to  prove  the  production  of  any  paper,. whether  suqlf 
paper  is  evidence. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  saying, 
that  this  IS  axgumg  iipon  tVxe  effect  o{  tVve  V^P^.^»-  apd  not 
upon  their  admissibility. 

Mr*  Serjeant  Coplejf.  Will  your  Lordship  allow  rae  to 
suggest,  that  there  may  be  a  distinction  drawn  betweeo 
two  of  the  papers  mentioned  by  the  Attorney  General  and 
two  others.    Castle  has  spoken  to  two  of  the  papers. 

Ijord  Eltenborough.  We  wiB  hear  these  two  papers  which 
yon  refer  to ;  and  then  hear  your  argument,  if  you  please^ 
on  the  others. 

Mr.  JuMice  Bayky.  These  stsnd  upon  this  principle ; 
they  were  found  in  the  possession  of  young  Watson,  at 
what  you  may  consider  a  period  antecedent  to  the  meeting 
att  the  aid  of  Pecepher,  )>6eausa  t))^  is  no  evidence  to 
shew  tiiAt  jiQimg  Watwui  was  ever  a4i  those  It^gipgi  aftf  r 
the adfof  Oeeemheic UPtU  ^ seaicb;  an4  the  efide^ce of 
litt^nMstoraf  th^hoQ^^  iil^  |b«t  lie  tbiiiks  it  Jpott  vaprf* 
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bd>le  that  any  periM  could  have  got  iDto  tbat  room  ftov 
the  time  when  young  Watson  kft  it  until  the  period  when 
the  search  was  made^  that  no  person  could  have  got  in 
without  having  the  key  ^  therefore,  that  raises  a  presomptioit 
that  those  things  in  the  room  on  the  5th  of  December  were 
in  the  same  state  in  which  they  had  been  on  the  2d  and 
preceding  days.  This,  therefore,  is  evidence  that  these 
papers  were  found  in  the  possession  of  these  parties  being 
ibert,  and  having  been  there  long  previous  to  the  2d  of 
Pecember. 

Mr.  Bariaw.  The  first  paper  is  the  plan  of  a  machine ; 
there  is  some  writing  at  the  back* 

JIfr.  Attorney  General.  I  do  not  know  when  that'  was 
put  on.  [To  Fickery.]  Is  that  paper,  and  particularly 
directing  your  attention  to  the  writing  on  the  beck,  in  the 
same  state  as  it  was  when  you  found  it,  except  your  owo 
mark  upon  it  f 

A.  I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  Justice  Baylty.  Have  yon  any  doabt  about  it  ? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  there  is  a  mark  upon  it  of  my 
putting. 

Mr.  Gumey.  Will  you  read  now  what  is  written  on 
the  back? 

lit  was  read  as  f  011099:1 

William  Beavifoy,  No.  3,  Slaughter-street  Thomas 
Moore,  No.  3,  Slaughter-street* 

Queiy.  Have  all  men  a  right  to  an  equal  participation 
in  land,— A,  Yes,  9s  all  men  require  the  productions 
of  the  earth  and  water  to  exist,  it  is  clear,  nature 
iqtended  those  elements  equally  for  all  mankind. 

Mr.  Wethereli.  The  question  is,  whether  this  comes 
within  auy  object  charged  here,  which  I  would  submit  to 
your  Lordships  attention.  In  Mr.  Hardyls  case,  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  «<  my  tiord  FresidcAl  says,  that  the  only 
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ground  of  the  ruk-  is,  that  being  foond  afterwarJii  ft 
possibly  might  not  exist  previous,  and  therefore  was  no 
proof  that  the  prisoner  was  a  party  to  it ;  but  if  they  lemoye 
that  objection,  and  shew  that,  in  feet,  it  did  exist  before  Us 
apprehension,  the  objection  exi^  no  ledger.'' — N«w  I 
admit  that  as  this  machine  has  beeb  spoken  to,  the  prodic- 
tioti  of  such  a  paper,  diough  it  is  not  brought  bottie  to  the 
prisoner,  derives  some  countenance  from  the  iaot  of  sooae 
person  having  spoken  of  it  at  a  meeting  of  the  pefsema 
cliaTged,  and  I  understand  there  is  some  paper  connectaA 
with  the  Tower.  If  the  statement  of  some  object  con- 
nected with  the  paper  raises  the  fiict  of  the  existence  of 
diat  object,  there  is  a  certain  something  connected  with 
the  paper  prbdoced,  to  remove  the  snpposition  that  it  may 
have  been  put  into  that  place  since  the  arrest  of  the  parties  ^ 
but  unless  diat  link  is  made  out,  I  do  submit  diat  the 
principle  laid  down  here  applies,  and  that  is  a  stronger  case 
than  the  present  for  the  circulation  of  papers,  there  was  one 
of  the  means  charged  in  accomplishing  the  conspiracy. 

Mr.  Juaite  AbboU.  1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  one 
▼cry  important  distinction  in  the  fact.  That  wa$  a  case  of 
papers  found  in  the  possession  of  persons  after  Mr.  Haidy'a 
apprehension,  which  parties,  although  charged  by  the  evi* 
dence  to  be  in  combination  with  him^  might  for  aughs 
which  appeared  to  the  contrary,  have  first  acquired  the 
possession  of  those  papers  after  his  apprehension.  Now  iooh 
at  this  fact;  these  papers  are  found  in  a  room  of  which  the 
younger  Watson  kept  the  key,  into  which  no  poBOO  had 
access,  and  he  himsdf  was  never  known  to  have  been  there 
for  the  period  of  a  fortnight  before  the  sd  of  December  t 
those  papers,  therefore,  are  upon  that  evidence  provedm 
have  been  in  that  room  one  fortnight  before  the  eUer 
'Watson  was  apprehended,  he  being  apprehended  on  the 
9d  of  December  f^  that  room  is  as  much  madbed  mfh  sM»qr 
^s  the  strong  box  in  aiHf  gentleman's  hiMte  woitf  k^m 
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Mr.  WHher$lt.    I  am  uv^  jqiv  I4)id8hjpi  wiH  give  tb^ 


Mr.  Jmime  JbboiL  I  oofy  wish^  you  to  be  aware^  «». 
you  fPoe^QBipariiig  tiutciise  withHvd/s^pC  the  di9Uiu>: 
tioiv  between  tbeA.caBe  and  tbi^* 

Mr.  W^hereU,  Tbere  is  anotbea:  point  in.  llard/s^tiial. 
iriuohrl  appsebend  forlifiea  my  objeclioii.  Tbeie  waa  offered; 
iaevideaoe  a  letlter  .written  by  Thebicall  to  a  tbird  penon^ 
noi  a  meiBber  of  the  aecietyj  slated  tcx  have  consisted  oC 
ifidilifmsiseiigB  and  8oag9  sang  at  their  meetings ;  and  that 
waanot  idkMved  to  be  Bead  ip  evidence*  That  was  bioughl^ 
xaachneaieii  for  ibai  was. a  paper  written  by  a.  corcoospi* 
latoi,  and  e^otaini^g  matter  in  the  most  direct  seosc^ 
anziliary  to  the  purpose  eharged;  but  because  it  was  alettei^ 
irrilteD  to  a  third  party,  though  aU  the  meetings  an4 
pgoceadings  of  thai!  seciety  were  matter  of  charge 

Lord  Mbmbarowig^  A  letter  from  Martin,  I  diink. 

Mr.  W^kortU.  No,  my  Lordi  a  letter  from  ThelwaQ^ 
giTiag  an  aeeount  of  the  prooeedings  at  one  of  these; 
aaHversaiy  donoers;  their  8oi^%  their  tpast^,  their  dis 
eassionfl^  those  were  means  to  cany  into  effect  their  con^ 
spimcy,  bat  it  waa  decided  that  that  wa^  not  evidence 
agBfost  anoAei  eo-consphator.  Now  there,  there  were 
media  nf.  cenMctieQ  lafautelj  closer  than  any  here*,  fof 
sktre,  there  was  an  identity  of  purpose  cbais»^i  ^^ol  identity 
af  object  chargedj  and  there  was  a  confederacy  made  outp, 
libsy  wene  members  of  the  same  society ;  there  was  a  union 
aftclesa  and  distiiiet»  as  tt^at  Aey  were  in  some  respects 
sdenticaUf  the  same  persons  \  and  yet  thoiigh  Mr.  Justice 
Bnller  was  far  die  ree^^n  of  that  evidence^  the  other 
four  learned  judges  weoe  decifih<lly.against  iu  That  was 
a  sironger  ease  for  the  rfception  of  that  paper  tba^  tbp 
peescsit;  hut  Ae  learned  ji^es  there  were  all  of  thiei9> 
^^eeps  Mr*  Justice  Oul)^„of  ppinlQu  it  could  not  he  i^ 
ceivadf  ftem  is  an  aocQaat  of  the  a^^^imeat,  aq^^-^-^ 
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Mr.  WkkerelL  Yes^  my  Lord,  I  belieTe  iv  Uia;  tbcr- 
lesrued  judges/  iritb  the  dxoepcidU  of  Mr.  Joadcv  Butler 
aid  Mr.  Justice  Grose^  were  agaio*  tlie  reeeptioo  of  dat 
jnper.  Ni^w'  I  HomUjr  ceotend,  tbat  the  reeeptioD  of  thi». 
stmkb  'on  gxoands  in-  mabj  degc^e^  mate  remote,,  wkfa 
respeet  to*  aaj  presnaiable  ^mmmom  in  i0m,  tfaougjbF 
I  humbly  dodtendi;  the'  rebeptioii  is  a  qvestiod  of  Jair 
depending  upon  tfar  fnt,  After  the  apprebensioii  of  ODa» 
coftbpitator,'  ptipctB  aie  fomd-^oush  I  will  not  repeat^, 
after  what  ^arLmrdship*  baa  mid^  that  which;!  oagfUt  not}. 
s0  to  the  oveA  act  charged^^papeny  odf  nsattes  whaij  aia- 
foQQ^itfteff  thb  ailrest  of  one  oo'-coDspifaler,  in  hiahoaat*. 
H^w  utt  iMf  bioaght  home,  as  papets  eondneive  to  tha- 
pai^pocie  of  the  oonspirac;  f  The  purpose  6f  the  codspisaoj' 
here  <s  ehatrged  so  multifarioualj  upon  this  reeord,  that 
God  knows  oae  cannot  tell  what  the  aDegation  is.  I  can« 
not  tett  what  are  diarged ;  there  are  treasonable  speeches 
charged,  and  there  are  pikes  charged^  and  there  are  haad« 
bills  charged.  Why,  iny  Lord,  if  this  paper  corresponded 
with  placards  or  acfvertisemehts,  it  might  be  said,  ffaal, 
independently  of  the  evidence,  you  might  raistf  a  presumed 
connexioti  b^tw^M  the  treaton  charged  apM  the 
tfnd  the  p^pet;  though  I  should  deny  that  the 
f reason,  charged  upon  the  Record  and  A^  paper^  waa^lt 
point  of  fa(it,  sC  link  of  bonnestiod;  for  Aa  linh  0t  ^em 
hexion  depends  updn  a  proportion  of  hisi.  My  &ord^  thi 
way  in  which  the  Lord  President  states  it  it  thia:  be  laj^ 
*'  I  agree  that  ^here  sev^id  persottt  are  eone^raed  hi  A 
conspiracy,  that  dl  tlife  transactions  of  the  contpilipy  hf 
the  different  parties  may  and  ought  tio  be  gitett  hi 
fctidence.'' 

L6rd  EHdOfdrif^k.  Yon  has^  giite  a  liuiahaii  appefc 
lation  to  that  highly  respected  pennh.  lb  was  infers  ii 
i6e  cootie  of  thit  tiiili  di^  ifct  Lfkj  hufciilmti  > 
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Mr.  Wetherdh  That  appeUadofi  is  giren  to  him  io 
this  book. 

Lord  Ellenboraugh.    He  was  never  caDed  so. 

Jlfr.  Wetherell.  It  does  seem  to  me,  that  the  decisioo 
upon  this  important  occasion,  is  one  completely  governing 
this ;  for  I  have  found  no  decision,  looking,  as  I  have 
done,  with  laborioos  research,  that  seems  to  infringe  upon 
the  decision.  Now,  ray  Lard,  the  Loid  Chief  Justice  says, 
'^  I  agree  that  where  several  persons  are  concerned  in  a 
conspiracy,  all  the  transactions  of  the  conspiracy  by  the 
different  parties  may  and  oaght  to  be  given  io  evidence^ 
and  it  is  enough  if  the  party  accused  can  be  brought  to  be 
privy  to  that  general  conspiracy ;  for  if  he  be  so  proved, 
every  thing  done  by  the  general  party  must  al^o  be 
imputed  to  him ;"  but  this  is  begging  the  whole  question. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  Mr.  Attorney  General,  I  should 
doubt  whether  you  would,  on  consideration,  press  this 
evidence,  and  upon  this  ground,  that  it  does  not  appear 
sufficiently  relevant  to  the  object  of  the  general  design. 

Afr.  Solicitor  General.  Your  Lordship  alludes  to  the 
indorsement. 

Lotrd  JBllp$boroiigh.  Yes,  the  indorsement.  There  can 
he  no  doubt  as  to  the  plan  of  the  machine  being 
evidence,  but  the  words  written  upon  it  do  not  appear 
su&iently  pregnant  to  the  general  design.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say^  that  I  would  be  bound  by  the  decision  which  took 
place  on  Hardy's  trial.  There  is  a  great  d€^l  in  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Justice Buller  and  Mr.  Justice  Grose;  when  it 
muBy  he  material  to  cqnsider,  that  I  beg  not  to  be  under« 
Itood  as  concluded. 

Mr.  WethertU.  Mr.  Justice  Buller  viewed  it  analogous 
to  the  cry  of  the  mob  in  Lord  George  Gordon's  case ;  but 
Aere  was  a  great  distinction. 

I^  £ll€Hb(^ugk.    However^  die  Court  think  they 
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may  receive  the  drawing,  bnt  not  the  inBcriplion  vpoii  the 
back  of  ir. 

Mr.  Gumty.  The  secoad  paper  is  the  plan  qC  the 
Tower. 

Ltrd  BUenbaraugk.  Is  this  proved  to  be  the  paper 
spoken  to  by  Castle  i 

Mr.  Gumey.  We  shall  call  another  witness,  to  pro^ 
tins  is  a  plan  of  die  Tower. 

Jtfn  SerjeaiU  Coptey.  His  Lordship  askedj  whi^dief 
those  were  the  identical  papeis  shown  to  Castle. 

Lord  EUenbaraugh.  It  does  not  appear,  certainly,  limt 
they  were  the  identical  papers,  but  they  are  sufficiently 
connected  with  the  genend  design  about  the  Tower,  to 
entitle  them  to  admission,  whether  they  were  shown  to 
Castle  or  not. 

Mr.  WethertU.  We  must  have  a  witness  to  prove  that 
it  is  a  plan  of  the  Tower. 

Jkfr,  Gumey»    You  shall. 

Mr.  JuatitB  Abbott.  It  almost  bears  that  upon  the  face 
of  it. 

[It  was  shewn  to  the  Jury,  and  to  the  Counsel  for 
ihe  prisoner. "l 

Mr.  Attorney  General.    The  next  paper  is  the  string  of 


Mr.  Wethereti.    Is  there  any  title  to  that  I 

Mr.  Gumey.    No^  there  is  not. 

Mr.  Wetherdi.  Then  I  object  to  it;  Castle  has  swoni 
to  some  committee ;  and  if  this  appears  to  be  a  list  of  a 
committee,  that  may  connect  it« 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  There  was  a  paper  put  in  evidence, 
with  the  title  C.  P.  S. 

Mr.Wetherell.    Is  this  marked  C.  P.  S.  ? 

Mr.  Gumey.    No,  it  is  not* 

Mr.  Justice  Bayky.    There  axe  the  same  names. 


Jfr;  Cmu^^    1SiqriasetiiQt:im>lli^;mpe;  tlame  we#ppie 
variances,  I  believe. 

Ur.WkiheKOl.    L  ^bf^t  io  this,  9ly  J«Q«4*    A  paper, 

containiiig  the  designation  tvhich  Castle  has  spoken  to, 

.^  C.  P.  S.  inay  be  aiificieiillj^  proyed ;  bai;  Uvs  I  fl^ppre^ 

hend  cannot  be  admitted ;  we  shiUl  bwre  the  r^  bpok 

f>gmn  in  amlBiice  by-^Mad-by. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    Your  Loidsbip  has  decided,  tibit 
no  paper  /oaa  be  recQivdd,  imiless  it  inqpoats.to  have  refe* 
rence  tatbeconspiracy ;  now,  nonaa  cahjuky  this  i»ports 
*  rto  have  jrafereace  to  the  .ppoapiracy . 

Lard  Mlknbortfugh.     Very . .  fveqivwily  .  a  provision  js 
,  made  ft^r  the  subyersioa  of  the  Govemipent  by  the  suJ^ti- 
Itution  of  otberaam^a,  thorjefore  a.most  pregnant  use  c^ 
he  made  of  it. 

I  j|i&.  Juf/iicc  JBigfkjf.  Qae  party  might  have  one  list  of 
names  to  propose,  and  another  party  different  nances. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    If  it  vas  n^urkedi  so  as  to  de* 
^  ''•iguale  it  ;vith.the  olgect,  I  should  ixot  object  to  it$  but 
this  is  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.    There  is .  enough  to  connect  it,. 

certainly. 

lit  was  read,  as  foUoms :] 

(P  aBiiirdett.  Gi^*  Jpnes. 

Tho'  Hardy.  Roscoe. 

S^  Brooks.  Waker  Faulkes. 

Cha-  Puller.  Thom^pn,  P.G. 

31i€i*Xvans,  Sen'.  Wai(bina?»  h.  J. 

.  -GrHanis.  Tbo*  Evans,.  Jun*;,  &  J^ 

JIfr.  Barhw.  The  nextis  a  letter  dipeoted  to  JMr.Preston. 

Mr,  Attorney  General.  No^put  that  by,  I  da  not  offer 
that  at  present 

Mr.  Barlow.  The  next  appears  to  be  a  description  of 
the  flag.  Nature  to  feed  the  hungry;  trutti  to  protect  the 
oppKSsed ;  justice  to  pmiiA  erimes.u 


ing  oftbeflag? 

Mr.BarlM.    YeM,  it  is ;  there  k  iometbiiig  inineQ  at 

(/foMit  realty  4«  ^lom:] 

Vrietids^  and  Fellow  Citizens^ 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  pnN 
pose  of  OUT  meeting  this  day,  as  it  was  general^ 
understood  on  Friday,  it  being  one  of  our  reto- 
Intiojis.  Sir  P.  B*  on  account  of  the  dangerous 
state  of  his  son's  health,  declines  presenting  the 
petition  to  the  George  Gwelps 

commonly  called  the -.    Mr.  Hunt 

endeavoured  to  do  it.    He  was  refused  admittance. 

He  sent  it  to  the We  have  received  no 

answer,  neither  do  we  see  or  hear  of  any  attempt  to 
call  the  Par  together. 

Mr.Wetherell.    Does  your  Lordship  think  that  that 
.  jWritVag  d&ouid  be  lecejived  lu  eNidoace^ 

Lprd  Eltenbortn^h,  Yea,  certEoidy,  this  is  referable  to 
the  general  design. 

jifr.  Justice,  Bajfley.  It  is  a  plan  of  aspeech  to  be  ssed 
at  that  meeting. 

Mr,  Richardson*    Castk  said  that  three  of  them  had 
,  prepared  their  speeches. 

Afr.  WctktrM.  I  wish  to  see  dieaiext  before  it  is  mid. 
I  should  baveobjected  to  iiie  kst,  if  I  had  seen  it  before 
it  WEB  read,  certainly. 

[Thefoperprepsstdto  he  vad  msLi  luadsdio  Mr. 
JVethertlL] 

Mr.  Wethereli.    I  do  not  know  what  ibis  piper  it,  %e 
have  had  no  evidence  at  all  about  it ;  there  is.  ^mdetbing 
'  about  soldiers.  .  •  ^ 

Mr.  Gumey.    It  consists  of  ^queMiotu  tttid^ittlraw  it* 
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ipectiog  the  6tate  of  the  soldiers ;  .it  is  foil  of  altetatiofii  in 
the  style: 

Mr.  Wetherell.  The  ground  on  which  I  ra^e  the  ob- 
jection Is,  the  ground  on  which  so  much  argument  wHs 
raised  in  Mr.  Sydney's  case,  namely;  that  unless  it  is 
shown  that  a  particular  paper  has  been  framed  by  the  party 
for  active  and  instrumental  purposes,  the  mere  possession  of 
the  paper  is  itself  no  evidence  that  it  was  to  be  used,  there 
being  no  evidence  here  that  apy  printed  address  was  cir- 
culated amongst  the  soldiers ;  IF  there  had  been,  they  might 
have  been  proved  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Gumey.  I  will  beg  to  read  one  line,  to  show  itt 
connection  with  the  charge.  '^  How  long  will  a  nation 
endure  oppression  i  Till  distress  is  universal,  and  parents 
and  children  see  each  other  starving ;  the  wants  of  the 
belly  create  a  fever  of  the  brain. — ^When  interested  men 
have  caused  universal  distress,  what  is  the  probable  con- 
sequence f  Vengeance. — Can  the  arm  of  power  prevent 
vengeance f  No!  11  men  will  not  obey  oppressors;  the 
laws  of  nature  forbid  it. — Is  it  unjust  to  destroy  op- 
pression ?  Oppression  is  unnatural  and  ought  to  be  de- 
stroyed.— What  can  justify  opposition  to  men  in  power  i 
Their  crimes,  intolerance,  and  injustice. — ^When  ought 
men  to  resist  power  f  When  rulers  by  obstinacy  have 
ruined  their  country,  and  the  people  are  starving.—^ 
How  long  ought  soldiers  to  obey  then-  cqmmanders  ?  As 
long  as  the  orders  of  their  commanders  are  founded  on 
juftice*  Can  any  conduct  of  commanders  tolerate  disobe- 
dience  of  orders?  When  orders  to  support  tyranny  and 
pppression  and  increase  distress  are  given,  contrary  to  the 
will  and  interests  of  a  nation,  the  commanders  are  unjust, 
and  injustice  ought  never  to  be  obeyed. — Ought  soldiers 
to  be  the  judges  of  dieir  country's  wrongs  F  Soldiers  are 
men;  they  have  feelings  incommon  with  their  brethren,  and 
can  j«4ge  when  rukrs  oppress  the  people.— When  rulen 


49  . 

«r€  oppressms  snd  have  ruined  a  oomiti7,iB  it  right  ia 
soldiers  to  disobey  commanders  ?  Soldiefs  ought  not  to  be 
mercenariesy  they  are  a  .part  of  the  people ;  they  ought 
not  to  add  to  the  miseries  of  their  starving  ii^dtisuioas 
brethren;  they  are  paid  to  cherish  and  protect  them,  and 
not  to  destroy  them.  Are  soldiers  less  benevolent  and  just 
than  oAer  men  i  Soldiers  have  feelings  and  honestj  ia 
conunon  ^ith  their  countrymen;  they  take  up  arms  to 
oppose  enemies ;  they  have  a  right  to  be  well  paid  foa 
their  dangers ;  brave  spirits  always  oommiserate  brethren 
in  distress*^ 

Mr.  fVeihereU.  This  is  aiongb  as  a  spedmeo^  Mr.  Gor^ 
ney ;  now  I  raise  the  objection, 

Mr  Gurneg.  Ought  the  soldiera  ever  to  join  their  coun« 
try  m^i  against  oppressors  ?— ^-When  the  rulers  have  placed 
themselves,  and  their  nation  under  a  foreign  controuly  die 
soldiers  and  people  ought  to  have  but  one  feeling. 

Lard  Eilaibarough.  This. has  all  a  reference  to  tho 
general  object  charged ;  meetings  widi  soldiers,  and  ea« 
deavours  to  sednce  them. 

Mr.  WtihereU.  Your  Loidship  will^ow  me  to  return 
to  my  original  objection.  If  it  wa^part  of  the  chaise  that 
any  placard  or  paper  was  to  be  circulated  among  soIdier»^ 

Lord  ElUnborougK  You  recollect  the  conversations 
reported  to  be  had  with  soldiers,  of  similar  import,  and  witb 
the  same  obvious  tendency. 

.  Mr.  WetherelL  Your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  obi* 
serve,  this  is  put  as  a  paper,  which  the  Crown  may  usc^ 
as  if  they  had  proved  the  object  to  print  and  circulate  it 
among  soldiers^  If  it  had  been  given  in  evidence,  that  it 
was  proposed  to^  distribute  among  soldiers  a. written  paper 
or  placard  to  draw  soldiers  from  their  allegiance,  I  agree, 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  your  Lordship  has  laid 
down,  that  it  would  be  evidence;  then  there  would  have  beea 
a  connection  between  the  means  usied  and  the  aid  to  bf 
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tfltaifuid :  \vk  I  «iAliiH>  tbey  caoaot  prockice  out  of  ^  man'fl 
Mtrtoii^  ^  9^m  of  4]uesuoaB  and  aoswcTB^  «  "vrritten 
pupffty  frMcli  no  witnesft  proves  «ver  was  priotod,  which  no 
#rtiiiiaa  provei'etcf  w£M  proposed  to  be  pridfeed^  wliich  no 
witness  ppovai  e^r  w«8  atteaaipted  to  be  pat  i  oto  ciicittatioii ; 
•ad  bf  that  to  %«bjwt  a  man  to  preciBely  tbe  aane  coin 
9iqa«Btte«  -as  #  he  bad  de4ibiBrate)y  formed  a  ptan  to  print 
it;  for  tliey  aore  noi!r  vaising^agaimt  this  prisoner  premely 
tfie  same  •effieet  upon  die  e?idenoe,  as  if  iJiere  had  been 
ftowA  to  be  a  plan  V>  sobvert  anHitary  discipline  by  the 
publication  of  papers^  and  as  if  they  had  proved  that  this 
IMS  prmted.  Thif  paper,  (bvnd  in  a  man's  serutoire, 
brought  out  of  his  desk,  is  net,  I^aAmit^  to  be  pit t  in 
evidence  mgainst  him,  precisely  in  the  sanye  ^i^y  as  jf  it  was 
printed  «iid  eiroalated.  My  iio<rd,  I  have  never  heard  tbe 
fWIe  «f  ^evidence  in  Mr.  Sydney's  ease  disputed.  I  nnder*" 
stand  tbe  vole  Ao  be  this — tliat  papers. wbjoh  were  not 
oireuAated,  and  of  the  proposed  ciicolation  of  which  no 
evifdenoe  was  giv^n-^ 

Lord  EUenborough.  In  Sydn^'a  case  nihe  paper  fcnnd 
bad  no  vefenence  to  any  fects  vt'batever. 

Mr.  WahereM.  It.  oonrtained  abstract  principles  «uf>- 
Tcrdve^f  €he<90verntneot ;  90  it  is  hete\  tb«e  are  gepend 
princip^les;  th^  are  systems  'Cf  abstsacst  discipline,  Y^er* 
lible  «o  %be  arniy>  'Or  Mferable  to  the  Oevenment.  Some 
of  the  questions  are  precisely  the  «atne  as  those  whicib 
tiocaaioMd4iie:p<)iQtin  ^r. Sydney's  case.-  Inp^efaend 
<haft  <a  paf>er  found  in  «  manV  ^esk,  >uniess  yon  couple 
m'Pkk  it  prodf  of  an  49 tent  te  publish  it,  ^or  tbe  fact^f  pi^ 
lioMion,  :}s  «  fbing  letftiiig  in  ^grmmi& ;  ^  filing  not  acted 
'«pp0i^tt<it  wade  inatramen^i  to  she  conspiracy ;  for  if  it 
*was  never  out  of  bis  de^k  (and  tbefe  is  no  ^evidence  that 
(this -paper  ever  was  cot  of  this  man's  desk)  it  appears  that 
4t  was  innoxioHs  for  any  alledged  purpose.  Is  theie  any 
«videnoe^  that^  in  any  of  tbe  sieetiogv  of  those  persons^ 


5i 

l|iere  w^'^  ^  meDtion  or  idea  of  oirculaling  or  pfuitlpgsocft 
a  paper  i  Yon  ha/ve  no  charge  of  the  kind  opoD  the  xecool ; 
jBor  bafe  you  ip  evidence  aay  one  link  of  conn^ion,  duDe<;t 
or  indirect,  with  that  paper.  T^ere  is^  indeed,  upon  the 
record  a  charge  of  attempts  to  seduoe  soldien,  an^ 
theji^  h^  heen  evidence  of  a  tampering ;  what  is  called  ft 
tampering  with  soldiers,  or  endeavouring  to  sedqce  them 
from  their  allegiaace,  is  one  thing;  bnt  Uiis^  I  upprebe^^, 
caanot  be  read,  unless  my  leturoed  frieids  £rst  prove  th^ 
there  was  a  proposal  to  publish,  or  they  can  give  evideoc^ 
of  poblication.  I  have  looked  at  this  with  .iw^iety,  but 
I  caooot  see  that  there  is  any  groimd  for  its^r^eptioo ;  ^ 
reception  of  evidence  of  this  k^nd  for  once^  js  aa^eceptiofi 
of  it  for  ever,  and  no  man  can  see  to  what  endless  latitude 
of  reception  of  other  papers  this  may  go ;  if  4bey  ,may  ut^ 
a  paper  as  to  seducing  sddicrs  fr(Mn  .their  allegiwce,  they 
may  go  on  to  read  any  paper  with  reference  to  ^nhveirting 
any  man  firom  his  allegiance.  If  there  h^  .been  any  of 
Mr.  Prynn's  writings,  aay  wjiting  consiructiyejy  <yr 
according  to  any  mode  of  argumeTit  hostile  in  any  pensf, 
in  any  degree,  to  what  may  he  aliedged  to  be  the  Kipg's 
Goyeoimeat,  ali  those  papers  ,wou]d  be  jreceirable  in 
.evidence;  for  I  can  make  no  distinction.  Will  the  goi^ 
Ijemen  answer  me  ithis  question  ?  I  will  supppi^e  t}iat  ,§l 
seditious  song  had  been  found  there,  which  jI^kI  nothing  tp 
do  with  the  soldiers, -with  the  avroy ;  wiUithey  te)]  .qie  {that 
^ftong  is  (to  he  .produced  f  They  must  contepd,  that  any 
paper,  in  any  leapeot  whatever  connected  with  the  Govern- 
tmaot  and  .canstituticm  of  tbe  country,  is:  rece^vf^le  in 
evidence,  though  these  is  no  aharge  made  out. an  ihfi 
aecoid,  or  any  evidence  produced  at  the  bur,  tbat  there 
ever  was  an  intention  of  making  such  a  publicatipn.  if 
(that  paper  is  received,  I  can  ciicqqiscribe  no /P/U'kp  or 
boundades  which  may  ezdude  any  papers.    If 'th^rebi^ 
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been  a  copy  of  any  speech  intended  to  be  spoken  In 
gramio  mentis^  which  perhaps  the  party  intended  to  act 
upon^  or  which  perhaps  he  did  not  intend  to  act  upoi^ 
abcording  to  the  same  principle^  any  unindicted  pnblica^ 
tion,  any  paper,  which  ex  hypotheca  you  can  show  the 
party  never  meant  to  show,  may  be  received  ;  the  Attorney 
General  must  reason  that  this  was  intended  to  be  used, 
and  that  therefore  it  is  to  be  received,  though  there  is  not 
a  particle  of  proof  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  be  made 
conducive  to  treason. 

My  Lord,  I  do  take  the  liberty  of  pressing  this  most 
strongly,  and  I  conceive  it  is  not  affected  by  former 
decisions*  Your  Lordships  have  ruled,  that  it  being  in 
evidence  that  the  Tower  was  to  be  attacked,  a  plan  pro- 
motive of  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Tower  is  to  be 
received;  but  what  link  of  connexion  have- you  to  show 
that  this  particular  paper  is  conducive  to  the  particular 
object  stated  upon  this  record. .  It  is  upon  this  ground 
that  I  venture  to  [state  thb  for  your  Lordship's  consider* 
ation.  % 

Lord  Ellenborough.  What  you  have  stated  is  very 
worthy  of  consideration-;  you^shall  either  conclude  it  now, 
or  I  should  wish  the  Attorney  General  to  look  at  this  paper, 
and  tell  me  what  common  design  of  the  conspirators  this 
has  reference  to  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.    My  Lord-— 

Lord  Ellenboroughn  I  wished  to  put  it  to  Mr^WethereU, 
which  he  preferred ;  but  Mr.  Wetherell  may  conclude. 

Mr.  Wetherell.  My  Lord,  I  submit  that  that  unedited 
and  unpublished  paper  is  not  evidence. 

Lord  Ellenbonmgh.  Putting  it  as  an  unedited  paper  ia 
carrying  it  too  far. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  I  will  trouble  your  Lordships  on 
the  same  side  as  Mr,  Wetherell ;  he  has  gone  so  fiilly  into 
the  question,  I  will  trqublc  the  Court  y&j  shortly  j  I  da 
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not  know  wiietfaer  I  rightly  uadentood  it,  or  whether  it  was- 
pat  to  the  AttoToey  General. 

Lard  EUenborough^    No;  we  will  hear  the  argmaenl 
tfamngh  now  ;  I  will  not  break  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  I  will  addreu  a  very' few  woids  to 
die  Court.  Really  this  appears  to  me  to  fall  precisely  within 
the  priociple  of  Sydney's  case,  which  Mr.  Wethereli  has 
cited ;  what  were  the  circumstances  and  the  facts  of  thai 
case  i  Sydney  had  written  a  book  recommeDdatory  of 
republican  priociples,  enforcing  those  principles  with  great 
power  of  argument  and  with  great  zeal.  .  When  Sydney 
was  put  upon  his  trial,  and  charged  with  compassing  and 
imaginings  the  death  of  the  King,  and  with  fomenting  a 
rebellion  against  the  King,  this  book  was  produced  in 
evidence,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  his  principles 
w«re  of  such  a  nature,  and  bis  mind  so  constituted,  as  to 
lead  a  Jury  to  believe  that  he  did  entertain  the  principles 
stated  upon  the  record ; — ^it  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro* 
dacing  that  effect,  that  the  evidence  was  received. 
.  Lwrd  ElleHborough.  It  was  produced  as  an  overt  act, 
and  it  was  none ;  there  was  no  publication ;  Sydney's  case 
is  as  clear  of  this  as  can  be;  there  was  no  pubiicationf  no 
overt  act. 

JIfr.  Scrjeani  Copley,  As  I  understand,  there  the  only 
question  was  upon  the  publication.  Th^e  had  been  n<i 
publication;  it. was  an  abstract  question  in  his  closet;  il 
might  be  made  use  of  to  show  the  principles  of  the  writer, 
bot  not  to  show  that  he  meant  to  carry  into  effect  any 
hypothetical  criminal  intent.  Now  see  how  perfectly 
analagous  jhat  is  to  the  present.  That  was  a  treatise  on 
republican  principles,  for  Uie  purpose  of  enforcing  them ; 
this. is  a  treatise  on  a  question  which  every  man  is  at  liberty 
to  discuss.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  man  is  at 
libi^rty  to  circulate  among  the  people  the  result  of  bis 
.  cpquiries  upon  the  subject ;  but  every  man  has  a  right  t^ 
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immnss  sMt  tot  discuss,  amd  to  treat  in  his  oim  elotet,  and 
form  his  own  conclusions  as  to  the  extent  to  which  militsCry 
dbedience  oroght  to  be  carried ;  erery  man  has  a  right  to 
do  that ;  and  if  he  has  written  any  treatise  i^pon  the  sub- 
ject if  he  has  answered  any  question  in  his  closet^  as  a 
matter  of  specnlation  and  enquiry  upon  the  subject,  and 
bm  never  promulgated  that  to  the  world,  I  take  upon 
fliyself  to  say,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  cruel  to'stddoce  that 
to  show  that  be  has  entered  into  any  crimiiiel  conspirdcyi 
for  the.  pmrpose  of  showing  that  it  is  proi>able  that  the 
oharacter  of  that  man's  mind  is  such,  that  he  has  made 
attempts  to  seduce  soldiers  from  their  allegiance ;  it  has 
Hfever  been  rerealed  to  the  world,  nor  acted  upon  in  any 
jfMstsnee  whatever.  Then  for  what  is  this  speculative  tract 
/Offered ;  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this  man  has  pro- 
bably beeb  acting  in  this  manner ;  th^t  he  has  tampered 
with  the  soldiers.  The  principles  I  apprehend  are  the 
sMa^  as  wr  the  case  to  which  my  learned  friend  has  re^ 
ferred ;  tlife  one  is  a  question  as  to  civil,  the  other  as  to 
laiHt^ry  obedience ;  and  I  cannot,  in  my  apprehension, 
Set6r  the  one  from  the  dther,  or  show  that,  in  point  of 
|)rineiple  or  sense,  there  is  any  difference  between  theto  ; 
for  this  reason,  there  being  no  evidence  to  show  this  wa9 
fever  intended  to  be  acted  upon,  it  bfeing  merely  a  series  of 
questions,  haying  a  series  of  answers  returned  to  them, 
j^rhaps  flot  being  the  understanding  and  the  result  of  the 
iftan's  own  judgment,  but  perhaps  proceeding  in  the  course 
Of  an  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  judgment;  an 
tiofinished  paper  frcrtn  the  very  appearance  of  it,  fall  of 
Alterations  afnd  erasures ;  it  wotold,  I  conceive,  be  cruel  to 
toake  use  of  it.  Does  it  ttoft  happen  to  auiy  man,  that  en-^ 
t^rinfg  intB  a  consideration  of  politics  or  m^tapbysidsy  il 
man  puts  dbwn  certain  priotipfeid  $  is  if  lo  be  said,  that 
being  in  the^  course  6f  beifig  £lltered>  that  is  to  be  taken 
#i  ^onfckisive,  arid  as  establishing  »  discreet  jiidgtoeW 


53 

upon  tYie]K>iat4  I  flay,  ia  the  first  place,  it  do%^  not  ap» 
pear  that  these  were  the  sentimenu  of  the  iudiyidaal ;  btt 
even  if  they  were,  as  they  were  not  exposed  to  the  worldy 
J  apprehend  that  they  cannot  be  used  for  the  purpose  Lx 
which  my  learned  friends  seek  to  use  them ;  that  thej  can* 
not  use  th^m  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  prisaacjr 
waa  guilty  of  some  conspiracy  to  seduce  the  soldiers  firooi 
their  aUegiiMice ;  and  it  i»  with  that  object  and  view  alooa 
thi^  they  ave  now  offered  in  evidence,  to  show  the  proha» 
bsUty  of  gnijt. 

My  learaed  friend  has  just  suggested  another  malerial 
eircumstanoe  in  Sydney's  case :  the  papers ^rere  found  in  the 
band-writing  of  the  defendant ;  it  is  not  pretended  that 
ibeae  were  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  prisoner,  or  of  aay 
one  of  the  conspirators,  as  they  are  charged*  My  learned 
friend. does  not  say  that  he  shall  prove  that.  It  does  not 
foUow  that  these  are  the  result  of  young  Mr.  Watson's 
own  convlctiott;  for  any  thing  which  appears  to  the  coor 
trary,  they  may  have  been  handed  to  h'lm,  and  he  mi^ 
have  taken  them  with  a  Ytew  to  refotii^  th^io.  They  ar^ 
£iand  in  his  doset ;  every  mm  bM  papers  in  his  ckmH 
received  from,  his  friends,  selected  from  curiosity,  taken 
from  other  persons,  sometimes  with  a  view  to  refuting  aad 
answering  them ;  how  does  it  appear  that  he  has  not  r^ 
cdved  these  for  the  purpose  of  giving  answers  to  them, 
and  showing  the  fallacy  of  the  principles  on  which  they 
are  founded.  I  submit  that,  on  every  view  of  it,  according 
to  every  pnnciple  of  right  reasoning,  it  would  be  an  into- 
lerable  hardship  to  make  use  of  this  paper  against  the 
gentiemaa  wboae  conduct  is.  in  qnestion* 

Mr.  Aiiamef  Genmi.  If  your  Lordship  shall  think  this 
paper  oug^t  not  to  he' reeved  ia  eiridence,  I  shall  be  e:c«- 
treniely;nawiUiiig  to  press  it  upon  your  Lordship,  or  the 
gentkmea  of  iha  Jury;  bat  I  do  submit,  that  the  paper 
is  x^oeiidBila  ;in.  «vidsike,  not  as  a  papcar  fouad  in.iht 
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llMtQ*8  possesion,  which  may  be  matter  of  speculatite  n^ 
toning  in  his  own  mind,  or  pat  into  his  possession  by 
another  man,  as  pat  by  Brother  Ck>pley,  for  the  purpose 
of  his  refoting  it ;  for  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  we  are 
attempting  to  bring  forward  any  papers  unconnected  with 
acts  committed — certainly  not.  1  am  sare  my  learned 
friends,  Mr.  Wethereli  and  Mr.  Seijeant  Copley,  most  be 
aware  that  the  point  we  are  now  arguing  before  your  Lord* 
ship,  is  as  different  from  the  case  of  Sydney  as  any  two 
cases  that  were  ever  spoken  of  in  any  Ck>urt  of  Justice. 
My  Lord,  I  ofler  to  produce  this  paper,  because  I  say  it  is 
connected  with  the  acts ;  when  I  say  it  is,  I  mean  that  I 
Contend  that  it  is  contending,  accoixiing  to  my  own  con* 
Tiction,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case  as  in  oppo- 
sition, to  your  Lordships  judgment,  but  I  am  producing 
this  paper  before  your  Lordships,  because  I  conceiTC  it  to 
be  connected  with,  and  confirmatory  of,  the  acts  proYcd, 
at  present  proved,  to  have  been  committed  by  the  de* 
*  fendant  and  the  other  persons  charged  with  him,  manifest- 
ing  a  common  mind,  which  common  mind  they  had  manf^ 
fested  by  the  other  acts  which  have  been  proved.  My 
Lord,  part  of  the  doctrine  of  my  learned  friends  goes  to 
that  extent^  that  it  seems  to  me  it  would  destroy  the  ad- 
missibility of  any  papers,  unless  it  were  shown  that  those 
^pers  bad  been  printed  and  circulated:  I  do  not  offier 
this  as  a  paper  printed  and  circulated,  or  intended  to  be 
so ;  but  that  it  has  been  proTed,  and  when  I  say  jMroved, 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood  in  argning  in  any 
stage  of  the  cause,  whether  the  evidence  about  which'we  are 
arguing  is  admissible  or  not ;  it  must  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  facts  offered  in  confirmation  have  been  proved ; 
tiierefore  I  say  it  has  been  proved,  that  the  oommon  min4 
of  these  persons  was  to  subvert  the  Government  of  die 
country,  and  that  the  means  they  took  was  that  of  endte* 
Tourhig  to  iniuse  into  the  minds  of  theiower  mien  of  the 


57 

BecbfttnoB  and  00  on,  amobgst  whbm'thejr  wnt,  an  dpbtiMi 
of  oppresBiCMi  and  icijintice  towavda  theai,  and  more  par^ 
ticolar/j  among  tbe  soklien,  aa  one  of  the  means  to  dnm 
mod  seduce  tbe  soldiers  ftom  their  diitji  and  to  persuade 
tiKMe  soldiers  to  be  with  them,  and  not  to  act  in  reststanoo 
of  any  acts  they  should  commit ;  and  that  is  established  bj 
tbat  notorioas  ace  of  exhibiting  the  banner^  which  they  hiA 
at  one  of  their  meetings.    Whatever  language  this  paper ' 
maj  be  couched  in,  tiie  question  is,  as  I  apprehend, 
ivhetlier  it  does  not  contain  confirmatory  eTideooe.  and 
snaik  out  that  tbe  objects  they  had  in  view  at  the  time, 
were  those  acts  which  it  is  prcnred  were  to  effect  the  por- 
pote  of  seducing  the  soldiefs  from  the  duty  whidi  diqf 
owed  to  sbeir  oountiy,  and  from  the  obedience  which  thcj 
owed  to  their  officers.  My  Lord,  it  matters  not  whether  it 
is  put  in  the  shape  of  question  and  answer,  nor  does  it 
miM^  in  what  riiape  it  is  put ;  the  question  is,  whether 
it  is  not  so  connected  with  those  acts  t;hat  have  been 
psoved,  ah  t6  be  am^le  con&f  matoTj  evidence  of  that  wbi(^ 
haa  been  atated  and  proved  by  the  witnesses* 

My  hotd,  this  is  a  very  different  case  fiom  the  case  of 
Mn  Sydney;  this  is  not  cbargiug  a  man  with  one  species 
of  offence  as  it  were,  and  then  producing  some  paper 
which  is  in  his  possession,  whether  in  his  own  hand-writing 
no  matter;  we  do  not  produce  a  paper  found  in  his  posses- 
sion, to  8tK>w  from  that  paper  that  he  is  a  man  of  that  sort 
of^naind,  tbat  he  is  likely  to  do  the  act.  This  paper,  found 
in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  persons  charged,  is  actually 
coimeeted  with,  and  oonfiiuaUMEy  of  that  which  they  havo 
been  about,  asarking  and  manifesting  a  common  mind 
amongst  ^bese  persons. 

Lord  EJkiiboraugh.  Mr.  Attorney  General,  you  need 
^^  labour  to  show  the  entire  diversity  between  ibis  case 
and  Mr.  Sydney').  •  In  Mr.  Sydney's  case,  the  paper  itself 
hadnnae^feilce  to.  any  given  object,  it  contained  mete 
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iperolatiotts^  mipiiUisfaed  and  witfam  his  own  apairtflmil; 
Ihe  qnestidn  here  is,  hem  dd  yoo  apply  dns  as  coiM^cite 
to  effectaatiog  any  of  die  purposes  of  the  consfriracy.  It 
is  proved  there  had  been  ooonnnnicatiocM  to  soldiery  but 
does  this  relate  to  any  measure  to  be  adopted. fov  the  cor* 
mpfion  of  soldiers,  whieti  appears  then  to  hare  been  hi 
tontemplation  f  It  does  not  appear  that  it  was  intended 
to  csrcvUite  papers,  in  the  view  of  question  and  answer^  to 
0t>mfpt  the  minds  of  the  soldiers ;  if  it  had  appealed  ihM 
^blicatiofis  were  in  contetnplationy  and  this  reiamtted  itf 
the  possession  of  this  person  to  be  so  vsed^  it  might'  be  an 
lodicstionof  that  pnrpose,  and  might  be  admissible  in  that 
way.  The  drfficnlty  tvhich  has  struck  me  is,  how  it  efiSeer 
laatesany  of  the  purposes  of  the  conspiracy  stated  in  die 
etridencG*  It  does  not  appear  that  there  had  bedb  any 
paper  drawn  out  in  this  form,  or  any  thing  of  the  hind ; 
if  I  could  find  that,  I  ^ould  have  no  objection  to- its  being 
leceived* 

Mr.  Aifonuy  GentraL  Certainly,  my  Lotd,  there  it  no 
evidence  of  an  intention  to  circulate  papers,  but  there  has 
been  evidence  of  their  going  about  to  the  s(rfdiers< 

Lord  EUenborough.    No  doubt. 

Mt,  jfUorney  GeneraL  They  engaged  in  conversation 
with  the  soldiers,  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  soldiers  not 
to  act  against  them,  but  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  situation 
in  which  they  stood,  and  with  their  officers  and  the  govern- 
ment; and  particularly  fbr  the  purpose^  as  it  has  been  proved, 
of  drawing  those  soldiers  from  their  allegiance  and  their 
daty.  Now,  my  Lord,  I  humbljr  submit  to  your-Lordahip, 
it: is  .connected  with  that;  but  I  will  not  take  up  more  o^ 
your  Lordships  time,  but  will  conclude  by  aaytiig  this,  If 
your  Lordships  do  not  think  that  it  is  fhirly  and  fully  and 
properly  admissible^  I  will  withdraw  that  paper  from  your 
Lordships  consideration.  I  hope  your  Lotdshtps  will  dd 
nietbe' Justine  to. believe  that  I  would  iot  hate  ]^iit  ^ 
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ffapeT  h4f&re  you,  if  I  did  ttoC  oMertve  (p«fhi^  ^t96^ 
neoaslj)  liiM  ft  was  evkhnce;  for  I  would  nat  dflSn  thy 
{>aper  diAt  I  ctmctirei  was  not  evidence. 
'  L&rd  Elknborougk.  I  think  yoft  wdre  ri^bt  in  offering 
it;  and  when  first  oSeted,  my  opinio  wedt  stfong)f  hi 
favour  of  its  reception.  Do  you  wish  to  be  henrd,  Mr.  8o» 
licitor  General  i 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  No,  my  Lord,  I  do  not,  aiftclf 
what  the  Attorney  General  has  said.  If  your  Lotdshrfpt 
have  the  least  doubt  I  will  not  press  if. 

Jjord  EUenborough.  If  there  is  any  doubt,  one's  inoliaA* 
tion  will  be  to  reject  a  paper  offered  against  the  defendaac 
in  such  a  case.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  there  had  beeil 
the  charge  of  a  design  to  corrupt  the  soldiers  by  writtfld 
patpers  circulated  amongst  them,  this  would  hAfe  beed 
evidence  of  a  paper  to  efiectuate  this  purpose ;  at  prescM 
H  appears  to  me  rather  too  abstract  and  too  Uttle  con* 
hected  with  any  object  of  the  conspiracy,  as  it  has  hteA 
detailed',  that  renders  it,  m  my  opinion,  more  safe  to  r^4M 
the  evidence,  though  it  wotffd  certainJy  bear  a  good  deal  of 
argument  quite  independent  of  Sydney's  case. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  It  appears  to  me  this  is  a  quc^ 
tion  of  tery  considerable  doubt ;  and  I  am  by  no  fllM!ans 
prepared  to  say  that  this  paper  is  not  in  strictness  evi- 
dence; but  I  think  that  it  admits  of  so  mneh  dotibt,  that 
the  Attorney  General  has  exercised  a  very  wise  discretion 
in  withdrawing  it  from  the  consideration  of  the  Court;  bie* 
cause,  in  cases  of  this  description,  of  course,  one  would 
never  receive  any  evidence  with  respect  to  which  any  ontf  . 
touid  fairTy  and  reasonably  entertain  doubt.  I  will  state, 
in  a  Ivord,  what  produces  the  doubt  in  my  mind  whether  it 
be  not  adtniteiblfe.  It  does  appear  in  eviden6e  thAt  they 
i^  abott  t6  different  public  houses,  and  that  they  occa* 
feiona\ly  intermix  thenjselves  with  the  soldiers  in  thos^ 
j^ublid  houses ;  and  if  I  could  see  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
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ibsl  tfai9  itea  a  ftdectioD  of  maleiiab  to  be  iriade  mtofhy 
ifais  party>  or  by  anj  of  tke  other  parties,  in  fartberaDce  of 
ibe  common  purpose,  tbeo  I  should  think  that  it  might  be 
leceiTable  io  evidence ;  and  that  is  the  doubt  which  has 
been  existing  in  my  mind  upon  the  question,  whether  it  is 
leceivable  or  not.  But  it  does  not  appear  upon  any  part 
of  the  evidence,  that  it  was  any  part  of  the  general  plan 
Aat  questions  should  be  collected,  aod  that  questions  of  a 
specific  nature  should  be  put  to  the  soldiers ;  and  that 
being  the  case,  it  may  be  that  this  is  merely  a  collection 
c^  questions  and  answers  which  the  younger  Watson  might 
wuake  use  of  for  himself,  and  that  it  was  not  any  part  of 
the  common  purpose  and  design.  There  is  no  question, 
that  whatever  is  the  act  of  one  of  the  common  conspi* 
lators,  in  furtherance  of  the  common  design,  is  evidence 
against  all ;  and  it  is  questionable  at  least,  whether  collect* 
ing  treasonable  questions,  and  putting  treasonable  answers 
Io  such  questions,  may  not  be  a  collection  of  treasonable 
mater iak  in  furtherance  of  the  design,  and  may  not  be 
an  act  done;  but  I  think  it  is  so  far  questionable,  that  it  is 
a  safer  rule  in  this  case  that  it  should  be  permitted  to  be 
withdrawn. 

Jtfr.  Juitkc  AbboiL  If  the  court  were  called  upon  to 
decide,  whether  these  papers  were  adknissible  in  evidence 
m  not,  I  should  have  wished,  before  I  gave  an  opinion 
Napon  the  subject,  to  have  faeard'the  argument,  for  I  think 
the  question  one  of  great  nicety ;  but  I  think  the  Attorney 
General  has  acted  with  sound  discretion  and  great  huma- 
nity also,  in  withdrawing  the  paper  from  the  consideration 
of  the  Court*  The  argument  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner 
was  founded  upon  a  supposed  similarity  between  this  paper 
and  the  paper  in  Sydney's  case ;  and  it  was  objected,  that 
the  paper  there  was  an  unpublished  paper*  I  have  never 
WKkerstood  that  that  was  the  ground  on  which  that  was 
determined.    I  find  in  the  book  before  me^  Justice  Fostec 
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ftocUmtieeBlackstotiehaveeacb  spoken  of  that  oaaeio  adit- 
fereot  way,  and  I  will  read  what  they  say.  The  writer  hera^ 
Mr.  East,  says^  ''  Writings  plainly  applicable  to  some 
.  treasonable  design  in  contemplation,  are  clear  and  satas^ 
fiutory  evidence  of  such  design,  although  not  pabhshed. 
If,  says  Mr.  Justice  Foster  and  Mr.  Justice  Bhckston^ 
the'  papers  found  in  Sydney^s  closet  had  been  plainly 
relative  to  the  other  treasonable  practices  charged  in  the 
indictment,  they  might  have  been  read  in  evidence  against 
him."  That,  as  I  have  always  understood,  was  the  foun- 
dation  of  the  objection  that  has  constantly  been  made  It 
the  receiving  of  the  evidence ;  there  the  paper  was  not 
only  an  unpublished  paper  (I  advert  to  the  passage  I  have 
just  read),  but  a  paper  appearing  to  have  been  composed 
several  yeaiSj  as  far  as  the  witnesses  could  judge  from  the 
character  of  the  hand- writing  before  the  crime  charged  to 
have  been  committed.  In  the  present  state  of  the  evidence 
I  feel  a  great  difficulty  in  saying,  whether  this  is  or  not 
sufficiently  and  clearly  referable  to  the  case,  to  make  it 
admissible  ia  e^dence,  1  have  stiW  considerable  doubt 
npon  the  subjecr.  The  present  inclination  of  my  opinion 
M^  that  it  is  too  abstract  in  its  nature  and  in  its  terms,  as 
my  Lord  has  observed,  to  be  considered  as  having  a  refe- 
ence  to  it.  As  I  have  said,  however,  before  I  decided  tfais^ 
I  should  have  wished  to  have  heard  further  argument.  I 
mention  what  I  have  done,  lest  any  mistake  should  go 
abroad  from  the  objection  made  by  the  counsel  for  ibe 
prisoner  in  assimilating  this  to  the  paper  in  Mr.  Sydney'a 
case. 

Mf.  Justice  Holroyd.  The  paper  in  this  cas)e  certainly 
is  very  dissimilar  to  the  paper  in  Sydney's  case,  and  I  cer« 
tainly  should  have  desired  to  have  heard  further  evidence 
before  I  had  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  point.  I  aas 
not  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be  evidence,  nor  am  I 
prepared  to  say  it  would  net;  it  would  have  been  evideaos 
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miy  as  coiifimiatdi^  of  Casde,  and  of  Che  faots  proTed  hy 
ihe  ot^r  wknessee ;  and  the  qiiestion  is,  whether  H  is  not 
ifK>  abstract  fer  ihatporppse;  bat  the  Attorney  General 
iui$,  by  wididraw^iAg  the  paper,  remoYed  the  necessity  for 
a*y  further -discasam  of  the  point. 

lA  copy  of  the  hwid'billfor  the  meeting  in  Spa-Jields^ 
an  the  15th  of  November  1S16,  was  read.'] 

Mr.  jMotmey  GemeraL  Uonotread  the  nest  at  pieBeDf. 
M7  Lord,  I  aoi  abottt  to  lead  the  paper  in  Mr.  Barlow'B 
iMnd. 

.  Mr.  WetherelL  My  Lord,  the  Attorney  General  has  had 
Ae  Jundoess  to  let  me  look  oiier  the  papers  in  Mr.  Barlow's 
lumds,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  for  some  abstract  pur- 
pose ;  I  do  not  :knov  what  the  paper  is. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.    Hand  it  up  to  my  Lord.  ' 

Ijord  ElUnborough.  This  has  reference  enough  to  tlie 
design,  as  far  as  it  can  be  made  but ;  but  what  it  says  when 
one  has  got  this  length,  does  not  appear;  it  is  all  iii 
blank. 

Mr.  WetherelL  '  It  is  some  proposition  in  algebria* 

I^ord  ElUnborough.  I  dare  say  it  is  jspme  calcul^ion.; 
the  subject  tp  which  it  relates  would  ji)ake  it  .evidence, 
but  I  cannot  read  it  into  any  sense  myself. 

Mr.  WetherMi  If  the  Attorney  General  adU  have  tl^ 
goodness  to  decipher  it  f<ur  us,  I  .spppose  he  will  make 
.something.of  it;  but  I  oMiiot  anakeany  thing  of  it. 

JIfr.  Solicitor  General.  We  will  explain  it  in  its  proper 
time. 

Lord  Ettenborough.  How  can  we  read  it  ?  iPhat  is  th^ 
question? 

Mr.  fVethereV.  If  the  Attorney  General  will  give  us  m 
demonstration  of  these  things,  it  might  be  satisfact<n'y. 
'1  do  not  know  what  in  the  world  it  is.  .  •  • 
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Zofd  Elknior9ugh.  Htuffi  you  My  witaet^  yoa  weM 
CfliI  to  explafo«tf 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  With  great  deference  to  your 
fjOPchlMpy  it  eKftams  its«lf. 

JK*.  Justice  Jhhott.  It  certainly  ^appears  to  be  wmt 
wy  obacure  ^Icutatton,  with  reference  to  some  things 
epoken  of  here. 

IjOtA  IMeflhormtgh,  We  cannot  take  this  down  in 
words  ;  it.imiift  heb^  a  fae  simile,  and  then  we  must  hare 
an  explanation.  There  is  jf  .1,000  mnltiplied  by  40,  but 
«,ooo,ooo  is  the  snm  of  which  we  -have  evidence;  we  have 
no  ticcount  of  4,000,000. 

-Mr.  Jifomey  General.  My  Lord,  I  apprehend  that 
which  is  written ' 

Mr.  WetkerelL  We  must  tehe  the  whole  together,  the 
inteUigible  and  the  nnintelligiUe. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL  I  submit  to  your  Lordship  this 
is  evHence  of  different  forces,  though  the  numbers  that 
are  calculated  of  those  different  forces,  or  the  distrtbu^n 
of  them  IS  m  h'lCTOgA^  pV\*\c.  The  ftrst,  Att^,  1  dhoilld  take  to 
-be  Attmery ;  H.  '©*•,  Horte  Guards  ;  T.<S^,  Foot  Guards ; 
Amm",  Amrnunrtian ;  H;  Gf*,  Horse  Guards;  F.<S^, 
Foot  Guards;  B^  Bank;  and  T^,  Tower.  I  apprehend, 
so  far  it  is  evidence,  as  a  list  found  in  young  Mr.  Watson's 
frossession.  'When  1  say,  found  in  his  possession,  1  mean 
found  in  his  house ;  that  it  is  an  enumeration  of  differeitt 
corps  of  His  Majesty's  forces,  and  I  conceive  that  it 
applies  to  the  evidence  Whidh  lias  been  given  on  the 
subject  of  the  design  spdken  to  of  tfome  attadk  or  other  on 
His  Majesty's  forces. 

tjorSt  tlHtnborough.  How  ean  one  make  out  what  am- 
munition means.  If  you  admit  it,  you  must  say  it  !^ 
capable  of  some  sensible  meaning ;  if  you  can  shew'me 
yihsit  it  is,  the  place  Where  it  is  found  would  entitle  it  to 
be  received ;  Tjut  What-cdn  be  made  df  it  When  it  Is 
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teeeived  I  U&ve  you  any  body  you  can  call  to  prove  they 
had  either  seed  it,  or  had  had  conimunicatkHi  up«ii  these 
topics? 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  have  no  witness  to  call  who 
can  prove  any  thing  further  than  appears ;  it  ip  a  list  of 
different  forces,  of  artillery,  of  ammumtien^  of  hors^ 
guards,  of  foot  guards.  Bank,  Tower,  and  so  on. 

Lord  Elknborough.  Unless  you  can  make,  out  that 
a  calculation  of  the  militaiy  force  was  on  any  occasion 
connected  with  the  conspiracy,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
evidence ;  the  objection  to  it  is  not  thai;  it  is- ioajdmissihle, 
but  that,  when  it  is  admitted,  we  can  make  nothjng  of  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  If  your  JLordshjp  is  of  that  op»» 
nion,  I  will  not  desire  to  have  it  read,  certajinly.  :^; 

Thomas  Hillingworth  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General.  . , 

Q.  I  believe  you  are,  or  were,  a  servant  to  Mr.  Leach^ 
a  gentleman  at  the  bar  i 

A*  I  am  now. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  being  at  a  public  house  in  Long^ 
acre,  Newton,  I  think,  is  the  name  of  the  landlord,  on  the 
5th  of  November  last. 

A,  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Whilst  you  were  there,  did  yQu  observe  any  young 
man? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

CL  In  what  part  of  the  house  wereyou  i 

A.  In  a  little  parlour  next  the  bar. 

Q.  Were  any  persons  witJi  this  young  man  I 

A.  They  came  in  one  by  one>  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. 

Q.  How  many  i 

A.  Four,  I  recoDect  perfectly  well,  but  whether  ther^ 
veere  more  I  am  not  certain  5  very  few  more. 
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Q.  "^Ifhtadiej tame in^M this youngm^miit^^^ 
convenadon  to  yoa  I 

A.  Yes,  he  did. 

(2.  What  was  the  natore  of  hit  conversation  with  you  ( 

A.  When  I  went  into  the  hopie  &i^  I.  weot  in  oom- 
pany  with  a  ooUesan't  aecfaat  who  woie  ,a  liTery ;  they 
aeemed  ^soombiig  amongst  themsdves  fof  a  little  while, 
and.  tbaa  taroed  roiiiid,  and  observed^  that  the.  crest  upon 
'^na  button  was,the  ciest  of  a  loid,  and  they  asked  him  who 
made  his  master  a  lord. 

Lord  EUenb^mui^.  Theie  was  a  coronet  opoa  the 
button?* 

A*  Yes,. and  he  could  make  noansweri  not  readily,  to 
:tlu8  qaeatkm  that  was  {mt  to  him ;  after  a  ttt^tle  ^le  they 
:  turned  to  me  and  put  thesao^  questioa  to  mer  upon  which 
I  explained  it  as  well  as  I  knew  bow;  and  after  my  ex- 
pkaationto  the  pencot  whoaa  I  beUeve  t^  be  the  younger 
Watson,  they  asked  me. how  this  nobleman  came. to  he 
•poasessed  of  so  miu;h  lasided  property  as  .he  was  possessed 
of;  and  they  turned  round  to  the  sonwM^  Md  toM  him  he 
.fend  a  r^[bttoas  much  land  as  bif  nui«ter>  and  that  the 
time  was  now  £nit  approaching  whep  ha  would  be  as  ^jood 
a  man  as  bis  master,  and  possess  as  much  pvppertf;  and 
he  aboaahad  by  what  right  he  held  thii|tf9pcity.  . 

Jfr.  Janice  Bay/9.  Who  asked? 
A.  This  man  put  the  que^tioa^ 

Ijord  Elknbonmgh.  Have  yoa  any  reason  for  attributiag 
to  him  the  name  of  young  Watson  i 

A.  Only  from  the  description  given  of  him. 

fjHrd  Ellenbaraugh.  Was  he  called  by  that  name? 

A.  I  heard  no  name  mentioned  at  all. 

Jlr,  SMpiPr  Q^nerd.  We  hare  .f^Tcn  etridence,  by 
Castk,  Qndeed  it  was  on  the  cross-examination,  of  my 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Wetheiell)  to  the  quarrel  )»etwem 
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^IHg  "Vr^mHk  imd  Mr.  Lmi^  msimM  lat  tkaf  public- 
bouse. 

Mr.Wetkerell.  No,  it  did  not  appear  that.iltifaiMr. 

Xr.  Solicitor  QmetmL  YM'jTMOMlf  prut  tbs  cfieifion, 
Kfi^tlier  it wiis  om Ohasiltlfayr  LeacMtttvoift.  i. 

ijdfd  Eilifih^fmtgk.  P^fhips  tl»  proof  vpeoUiibtliafs 
y:o«te  fti  lidtli  the^paitieolar  oaiM^itlKmt  your  qnoitiiD  «• 
"Oa^tk^  evidence;'  eeitainly  it  atandt/  tlutt  it  ma  foua^ 
Watson.  '  t      . 

Mr.SoSdt^rOenemL  CoBtle^expieitlyatetedthatitliras 
jonngWataon. 

^.jft^UMfdL  He  4id  not  say  («»4io  tbis  ydung  »mi  was.; 
I^e'sald  ll^efifr^wAs  a  Tioiiem  qaan«)  between  this  jpmng 
"ttian  dnd  the  eervant'c^  ai»  attorney.  Now,  my  learned 
4Aaitl,<Mf.  fieaeh,  isemsideMblyMgher  Aadanrattomey. 

Mr.  S^cUdr^mstal.  Or'aiairyier. 
'  >  1ffir^>nri«lff^iy|t.  'My  i^^M^d'lAMd,  Mr.  Leaoh,  ia.ocM|- 
"^eraMyhfgbeMhM'a  kiwyey. 

'  Mr.'jHktke'XMmt.  I  am  tffimid,  by  ya«r  oivoiqiucBtioit, 
^WtUsfb^^it  #«e^^kiM  <%aiictt)kNrX0eich?8  senrant}  -^pondbave 

Mr.  Wlnll»r<IA  i^itish  «o  ile»e  it  all,  ny  L«i9d<^  I  «D«td 
not  stop  it,  on  any  aop|»«HM^  ^  ^     .  - 

JIfr.  Solicitor  GeneraL^t  Will  yovif^^  i   - ; 

'A^.Tlu^  ept^^d  in\Q  ^jsieaimany  different  afguments} 
1  do  not  know  whether  ij  would  be  necessary,  to  meii- 
tion  the  wb^  to  jthe  Court;  njy  owp  jud|gmen£  iy  not 
sufficient  to  djctate  whether  it  would  be  proper^  or  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Ai^bott.  Hiey  came  to  a  quartd,  at  last, 
I  suppose.  .  4    i 

*     Mr:  BaKifit<n^amerjtd.  Was  atfiy  Ibitfg  uM  4ft>ottt  the 
idtJldWrrf?  ,  ^ 
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^  Tbej  ^l^ed  me  jf  I  kl?pp 


/r.  Justice  Abbot.    Which  of  them  ;  '^  tbej"  'upgortp 
several? 

J.  I  am  not  90  poiitixe  y  to  ^jr  yf^^  pat.tbft  qi^es- 
tioQ ;  buty  to  the  best  of  mj  recoUection,  that  pc^n  was 
yQffiXifi  wtiO/Pf9t,t})^t  qjieaticia. 

Jfr.  WeiherM.  I  f^p^pn^epd  ^y  ibii^  jh{(t.C^e  said, 
cannot  be  eYidence  ? 

afr.  ^Hdtor Gqiff^l  Jjyaf  iftO^f  prejiejjsso/ Wa^on  ? 

•  J..  .To  th^  Jwt  pf  w  r^Wti'w,  it  w^  jCa^tle  pat  the 
question,  but  I  am  not  positire.  Ttjiej  i^fke^  l^e  ^rhfther 
I  kuf^wfrbedw  therp.jiira^|i>deii\^le  gi^rd  plap^  fit  parl- 

•  too-hom^ ;  I  anmeffyl,  Mq.  They  said  tt)qr  bp^  ^Cfc 
was  a  double  guard  placed  at  Carlton-house. 

Mr.  Jmti^  AkiP¥'  /Wbich  q(f)femjfa}fi  t^^t? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  tbe^xM.f^Pn^  A^.Wf9^^^^» 
Castle  \  thfOrr-ri^-Cairtfe,  I  l^tqri^  it  to  Ipc.^rH^^e  tue  of 
the  expressioa,  ^*  A  double  gif^  will  ^  of  90  usp  to^  the 
Prince  Hegent.'* 

A.  VMfHmM;  ^t.,4i,d^op*te,gujH^  nrpjild  ;l)e9f  qo 
use  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  ^^  tb^jifiH4iff$  TVV¥  99^ 
fight  for  such  a  govenmient^A^s^.^^^ej^H^been 

and  that  now  they  would  refase  to  ^gliitytfitt^gr  j^fp^  ^'i' 
done  to  »^lffox^t^,gvfm^m9i%s4  ^,fW9tffr  ' 

betweei  you  and  any  of  them;? 
.    A.UM.  '     \. 

Lard  EUenborcugh.    With  the  young  man  ? 
A.  Yes. 

X2 


68 

Q.  I  believe  on  the  evening  you  went  to  this  place, 
Mr.  Leach  was  at  Dnuy-lane  Theatre,  attending  a  partj 
of  ladies  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  went  to  this  public  house  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  this  public  house  Mr.  Castle  asked  you,  wfiether 
there  was  a  double  guard  at  Carlton-house  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Leach,  I  believe,  has  the  private  entr^  at  Cail- 
tbnrhouse,  as  being  one  of  His  Royal  Highness's  council  f 

A.  I  believe  he  has. 

Q.  Did  Castle  know  you  were  Mr.  Leach*s  servant  I 

A.  I  do  not  think  he  knew  at  the  time  any  thing  about 
who  I  was. 

a  Was  it  Castle  who  asked  you  whether  there  was  a 
double  guard  at  Carlton*hoase  i 

A.  Yes,  to  the  best  of  my  reoollection  it  was. 

Q.  Castle  is  the  tall  man  i 

A.  A  stout  built  roan. 

a  Was  it  the  stout  man  that  addressed  to  you  the 
statement  about  the  soldiers,  that  they  would  not  fight  for 
such  a  government  as  this  ^ 

A*  Yes;  I  bdieVe  it  was. 

Q.  Watf  it  Castle  who  said  that  tbey  were  not  rewarded- 
after  fighting  abroad  I 

A.  I  think  it  was,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  The  other  two  qneslionsyou  are  eertain  off 

X  I  am  not  quite  certmn. 

Q»  Did  you  tell  them  afterwards  whose  servant  yon 
were? 
.    A.  No,  I  did  not 

Q.  Was  this  in  the  pablic  room  i 

A.  In  the  public  room ;  it  is  a  rooii  made  use  of  as  a 
parlour^  but  when  the  landlord  of  liio  hovae  U  ait  tmo/t,  ^ 
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be  doet  not  allow  any  body  but  a  few  ttadeunen^  neigh- 
boiin  to  enter  it. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  at  this  time  I 

A.  There  were  four. 

Q.  How  many  byestanden  i 

A.  None  bat  the  party  themtelTeiy  and  the  yonng  man 
who  went  in  along  with  me. 

CL  How  many  were  the  party  themselves  i 
'    A*  They  were  fbur^  the  party  themsdves^  whether  more 
I  cannot  say. 

Q,  And  you  and  another  young  man  ? 

A  Yes. 

Q»  Were  there  any  soldiers  in  this  room  ? 

A»  None* 

Q,  That  yon  are  certain  of. 

A.  There  was  no  one  who  had  regimentab  on.  ^ 

Q.  If  there  were  only  four  who  came  in  with  yon  and 
your  friend,  there  could  not  be  one  who  was  a  soldier 
without  your  obsenrtng  it  ^  was  there  any  person  in  a  red . 
cost,  or  who  had  the  appearance  oF  a  red  coat? 

A.  Not  the  least. 

C2.  Were  my  of  the  guards  of  Bntry-lane  Theatre^ 
present  when  this  coiivcrtation  took  place  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  This  discusuon  about  Carlton-house  excited  a  little 
of  your  feelings,  as  you  were  the  serrant  of  a  gentleman 
in  the  household ;  it  made  you  a  Utde  warm  i 

A.  tio,  it  did  not;  but  when  they  addressed  somedis* 
course  to  me,  they  ibund  I  did  not  agree  with  them,  and 
they  said  it  was  like  casting  pearls  before  swine  to  talk  to 
sadi  a  fellow  as  I  was,  and  desired  the  other  to  bold  bis 
tongue. 

CL  We  will  not  go  into  that ;  all  this  was  in  thf  pfivate 
room  in  which  there  ivere  no  soldiers  f 

A.  Yes. 

«3 
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Re-examined  by  Mr.  Solicitor  Gerieral^ 

Q.  This  was  the  fSkrlcmif  f 

A.  Yes,  a  place  not  used  for  the  adtiiiiitod  6f  th4  ^ultiic 
in.geDeral. 

Q.  Bat  it  #8S  ihai  HitAn^  f 

A.  Yes ;  the  laodlord  was  not  dt  h6U'e,dfeidl  ttf^  iHfehtfd^ 
no  restriction. 

Mr.  JttsHck  Baifliy.  W^  tti^r^  knj  thing  sdid  6n  the 
subject  of  a  livery  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  said? 

A.  That  a  livefy  iroA  A  bfLdg^  of  A^nty; 
.  Q.  Do  you  recollect  which  said  that  ? 

A.  The  yonng  man. 

Mr.  Justin  ABMif.  Hk^  J6tt  ffeitn  OMtl6  «il!«^  i 

A.   XcSv  *      '  * 

Ct.  Do  yon  iiib^^  hf  IbofcSn^  ftt  Hitn/  whether  b«  ifc  Mi 
of  ihds^  four  pish^hHy  #hb  iH^M  theire  f 

il.  Yes,  he  B.  » 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  Will  your  LordsM{^bfe  ^gifbi  e6o4gh 
s6  oft  liim  t6  l(M>ft  di  th%  d&^  Wtfis6n  ? 

Lord  Ellenborot^li.  itu,  I  thitib  y<m  m$f  pmt  dnit. 

JUr.  Solicitor  General.  It  was  in  consequence  6f  the 
qiil^tSdh  pM  by  your  Ldrdsl£{l  8s  to  Cattle:  wili  yttir 
libidshiii  baf e  ^ik  gbbdm^  fO  ptit  it  to  the  wittoib  t 

Jff.  Justice  ffd^fyy.  It  #ill  Ke  better  yt>ii  thfooM  |>nt  it, 
because  then  they  m^  crdK^^Hmine  upon  it; 

Mr.  SiRcitdr  General.  UJ6vi  Ll^ship  j^leftiesi  I  wwkl 
not  shut  them  but  -.—Look  «t  tte  |>risonk^  Watlbd? 

A.  I  bdve  seeti  him. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  he  was  one  of  the  persons  there 
thai  evening  7 

A.  I  think  he  was';  I  wi&  not  pioisitivel^  s^<reiir  tbat  ht 
was  one  of  the  persons,  but  I  think  be  was  one  of  l&femi 
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Mr.  SoUcUor  General,  (iook  <A  lb«  .tluee  mm  behind  i 
A.  The  one  is  the  middle  t^wgljr  <^  r^^inbl^  a 

third  who  was  there ;  but  I  cannot  speak  so  pa«itiTel|  to 

his  person  as  to  the  elder.  Ihm  WMMt' 
A  Juryman.   By  what  name  WQ«Ui  ]K>a  desigpnte  the 

Mr.  Gumejf.  The  gendemao  in  the  middle  is  Mr. 
Thistlewood. 

Mr.Wetkerell.  Yo«  Bevev  saw  tbem  befoc^  that  |im«  f 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  have  see»  them  sMoe  till  the  prsicottiiM? 

A.  I  saw  the  three  of  them  the  first  A99  of  tl^  Spa^fi/^lds 
meeting ;  one  of  then  got  up  at  the  i igtit  band  side  of 
Mr.  Hunt^  the  thirds  Castle^  got  on  Ibe  wheel  of  ibi  (Wrriaga. 

Q.  Yon  went  to  Spa-fields  meeting  i 

A.  litre  that  way.  I  wis  going  home  tadiamr^it  was 
v«ry  little  oot  of  my  way ;  and  I  went  oat  c^  wn^ekf, 
thinking  I  should  see  the  per^na  whom  I  aiw  a|t  Newtqo^s. 

Xofd  EUenbor^ngk.  DU  yo« remMibar  them  ^im^i 

A.  I  did  three  of  tbem. 

Mr.JmOkeAitM.  la wiiai  sitiiatiMididyoQ  Hetbem  i 

A.  The  yoongar  linm  was  cm  the  rigbiof  Mr.  HoPW  <^d 
Ibe  oilier,  whrna  1  now  MderMad  lo  be  Mr*  Thiadewood, 
or  the  person  who  so  strongly  resembled  him,  was  M  thf 
left,  and  Castle  npon  the  wheel. 

Mr.JiMekAkUU.  W«s thai befoiw Ihay went  1^9 ^e 
house  called  Meriin's  Cave  i 

John  Dyall  sworn. 
Jfi;f0min€d  igf  Mr.  Topping* 
Q.  Do  yon  know  the  prisoner  at  the  bar^WtlaDq  .the 

it.  I  do. 
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Q.  Do  yea  know  a  penon  of  the  mme  of  Hooper  f 

A.  I  befieye  I  have  seen  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  penon  of  the  name  of  Pte«toa  f 

il.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ThMtleweodr 

A.  I  have  teen. him. 

Q.  With  which  of  those  persons  have  yon  been  loogetl 
acquainted? 

il.  With  Mn  Watson  and  Preston. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  Monday  before  last  were  you  < 
acquainted  with  Watson  and  Preston  f 

A.  Not  before  the  latter  end  of  October  or  the  begin- 
ning of  Noyember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  public-hovse  called  the  Sun,  in 
Slaughter-Street,  Spi  tai-fields  i 

A.  I  do,  very  well. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  pnUio^bouse  in  the  beginaiog  of 
November? 

A.  Yes,  I  bdieve  I  was. 

Q.  Oh  do  not  believe^  aie  you  not  tore  ? 

A*  I  was  in  that  house. 

Q,  Can  you  tell  me  what  day  of  November  it  was! 

A.  I  think  it  was  on  Monday  the  tfaiid. 

Q.  Whether  Monday  k  the  diird  or  die  fourth,  you  d» 
not  know,  peifaaps  ? 

A.  It  was  on  the  Monday. 

Q.  Was  it  on  iktt  first  Monday  in  November  f 

A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Was  there  to  be  a  meeting  at  that  publioJioniik  in 
the  evening  ? 

A.  I  understood  there  was. 

Q.  On  that  understanding  did  you  go  to  the  housed 

A.  I  did, 

Q.  At  what  time  in  the  evening  was  it  you  went  dmvl 

A.  About  seven  o'clock,  I  think. 
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Q.  Bid  yoa  fiod  maj  penoosy  tbere  whca  joa  came  to 
diat  pabHohoase?  ^ 

A.  There  were  two  or  tliiee.*iii  die  room  pseriott  to 
my  going? 

Q.  Were  there  any  of  the  peiaoos^  whoeemwnet  I  llftTe 
beea  giving  to  you  now,  there  belbre  yon  came  i 
.  A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Recollect  yooraelfi  whether  Preston  was  there  i  .     i 

A.  Not  when  I  first  went,  I  thinks 

Q.  How  soon  after  yon  had  gone  did  any  of  diem 
come  there  / 

A.  It  was  not  more  than  a  4|aarter  of  an  hour,  or  half 
an  honr. 

Q.  Which  came  in  first  i 

A.  Mr.  Preston  I  first  saw*  .  . 

CL  Had  you  any  conversation  witf  Preston  i 

A.  It  was  not  particnlarly  with  him ;  bvt  it  was  pnhlio- 
honse  conversaddn,  sitting  round  the  fire ;  we  entered  ge- 
nerally into  conversation,  previous  to  any  bnsmest  coo^ 
mencing.  .    . 

Q.  Had  you  any  convenauon  about  liqnor  or  any  thing 
of  that  kind ;  thai  is  pnbliO'hoose  cooveKsation  i 

4-  Certainly;  the  conversation  respecting  liqnor  .was 
this ;  I  had  no  money  myadf  to  pay  for  any  liqnor  t  Mr. 
Preston  says,  not  calling  me  by  name^  fiw  he  did  ant  know 
my  name,  that  was  matter  of  little  cooseqocnee;  a  pint  or 
two  of  beer  would  be  of  little  consequence. 

XL  Had  you  spoken  to  him  abont  your  having  no 
money  ? 

A.  TUtxiB  was  pnblidy,  in  the  company. 

Q.  You  had  said  publicly,  in  the  company,  that  yon  had 
po  m^oeyf 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  To  which. Preston  said,  diat  a  pint  or  two  of  b^r 
would  be  of  little  consequence  ? 
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A^  Ye%  tbit  wm  ao  ol^eet ;  di«i  lie  did  not  Me  td  iee 
a  poor  man  in  distress. 

Q4  Ton  boi  lomc  beer  .^ 

it.  Yes,  I  draak  some. 
'  Qi  XNd  yott  flee  bin  udie  oat  togr  aoae^' ? 

il.  I  did,  he  bad  sooiein  hh  band. 

Q.  How  soon  after  that  conversation  with  Prastan,  did 
Mr.  Watftdn aena  iaf 

A.  He  came  in  dnriag  tha  time. 

Q*  Do  yon  know  his  soa,  yoang  Watsoo  f 

A.  Yes,  I  have  seen  him. 

Ct.  Did  he  coBie  in  with  bim  i 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  came  together;  they 
they  were  both  there. 

Q.  After  yon  had  been  there  some  titnei  did  yon  procaed 
to  business  i 

A  Ye>. 

Q.  Y«a  have  told  os  yon  uadaiaiaod  diare  was  to  be  a 
iMetidg  4feat«i  which  was  the  reason  of  yonr  going;  did 
the  meeting  proceed  to  business  after  that  i 

A.  Yes,  they  did* 

Q.  What  wai  the  basineM  of  the  meeting  i 

A.  i  Uttderstcyod  the  meeting  was  intend^  to  petition  for 
a  ReibNa  in  FarUament. 

Qt  Weie  any  spuebes  made  i>y  either  of  the  Watsoas, 
m  bMb)  to  ibe  meeitag? 

A.  Yes,  there  Wire. 

Q.  fiy  bothf 

A.  By  the  elder  Watson. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  meeting  at  that  public  h#nse 
MUBiMofe 

A.  It  was  a  very  ^mall  room ;  it  might  consist  of  Aiirty» 
1  did  not  exactly  coi^nt  the  number. 

H  Oa  this  tdlk  about  a  petition  ibra  Rtfima  in  Parlia- 
ment, do  yon  recollect  Preston  saying  aay  thing  i 


tti 

A.  V<«>  I  d6. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ^ 

A.  He  iAid  petitiotitf  bad  btten  mm  lo  ArllMBeM  to  Se- 
quent aod  so  often,  and  so  little  attended  to,  that  htf  dmsgbti 
it  was  of  very  little  «s6  fMrtitioiiaDg.  tAy  mme ;  whick  I 
thought  was  somewhat  inegalaTydrntoifetftlMipv^y  thdM 
coBBUb  in  and  pro)pOM  topetiMli  Pariinnenf  far  lUrfbrii,  And 
another  ^dnld  AaM  tip  to  eotendiet  thaatoeiii#f  Ant  It. 

Q.  What  further  did  PmtfcMi  sa)r  i^ 

ii.  Tb^t  ifd^  tbfe  g«!n6tifl  Uhot  of  tb^  cbtivMHtfoir.' 

Q.  What  fiuther  did  he  say ;  as  p^tittk  W^  bf  kfo  Hie, 
did  he  prdpose  any  ifaiug  el^^F 

A.  NO|  I  do  not  recollect  particularly  that  he  4hl. 

Q.  He  s»d  somethmg  further,  ybu  Mjr ;  ^hal  ^tt  itl^ 

A.  AU  that  he  said  amounted  to  the  )»inli«  thlfi^,  dMy- 
ing,  in  foot,  the  utility  of  it;  that  it  iv^  hte^lttaf;^;  tfut 
stall  he  Ihou^k  it  ffhtAd  hot  at^  air^  diiflg. 

Q;  tMd  Mr.  Watiofa  {»rMu6^  kny  tMh^  to  tte  tti«fetijl^  ? 

il.  He  ^tda\i6(!d  ^kithe  ^a^yiM. 

jlfr.  Jiti/icf  ^ayley.    Was  that  the  elder  Watson  f 
ii.  Yes. 

jSfr.  Tapping.  Did  he  give  them  any  name? 
A.  A  title  was  given  it ;  that  it  was  a  memarial. 
Q.  That  was  what  he  caUecl  it,  a  memorial  i 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  read  the  memorial  to  the  fueeting  i 
4.  He  did. 

Q^  You  heard  it  read? 
A.  Idid. 

Q.  Was  any  body  appointed  to  any  office  that  night  i 
A.  I  w^  nominatfwl  to  the  Chair  that  night. 
Q.  Was  any  other  person  nombated  to  any  office  that 
night)  that  y>ou  reooHect  ? 
A.  The  younger  Watson  was  appointed  as  secretary^. 
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I  baiieve»  for  that  erenmg  only ;  it  tras  not  said  whether 
he  was  to  continue  in  that  situation. 

Q.  Did  joo  attend  aoj  other  meeting  where  these  said 
|iarties  attended? 

A.  I  attended  at  the  same  house  again. 

Q.  When  was  that? 

A^  I  think  it  was  on  the  Tbnrsdaj  evening  following. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  Preslon  lived  at  that  time? 

il.  No  1  did  not,  at  that  time.  , 

Q.  Did  you  ever  learn  from  Preston  inhere  he  lived  ? 

A.  He  never  jnfonned  me. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  a  place  called  Greystoke*place  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  Were  you  ever  there  ? 

A.  I  have  been  there. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  No.  9,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  go  to  No.  g,  Greystoke-place  ? 

A.  I  will  tell  you ;  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the 
Independent  Whig  with  my  name  to  it,  convening  am^t^ 
inginSparfields. 

Q.  For  what  time  ? 

J.  The  first  meeting,  as  it  is  called. 

CL  The  advertisement  appearing  in  the  Independent 
Whig,  for  a  meeting  in  Spa-fields  on  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber with  your  name  to  it,  1  think  yon  say  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  knew  nothing  of  its  appearing  with  mj  name, 
until  Preston  was  under  the  necessity  of  making  me  out. 

Q,  Yon  knew  nothing  of  your  name  being  put  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  therefore,  Preston  was  under  tlie  necessity  of 
making  out  where  I  lived,  or  where  I  oonM  be  found,  for 
he  did  not  know  where  Hived ;  I  will  tell  yon  why  he  was 
under  the  necessity. 

Q,  Ido  not  want  to  know  Chat,  only  why  yon  went  to 
Greystoke-place  ? 


77 

A.  I  win  tell  you ;  the  Editor  of  tlie  Independent  Whig 
did  not  at  that  time  print  bills. 

Q.  We  do  not  want  to  know  any  thing  abont  the  b&b. 

Mr.  JvUice  Bayley.  He  it  going  to  telt  yoo  the  leiMott 
of  his  going  there. 

Mr.  Topping.  Did  yon  see  Rreston  at  No.  9,  Greyvtoko* 
ffecer 

A.  Yes^  I  did. 

Q.  Yoo  have  told  os  yon  had  seen  lliitdewobd  \  irho 
introduced  you  to  Thistlewood  f 

il.  There  was  no  one  penon  in  particular  intfoddced 
me  to  him ;  he  came  into  the  room  where  I  was. 

Q.  Where  mm  that. 

A.  At  Greystoke-place. 

Q.  How  was  he  dressed  at  that  time  ? 

A.  He  was  dressed  very  much  like  a  gentleman:     ^ 

Q.  What  was  his  dress  1  r 

A.  Booto,  I  do  not'know  what  they  csU  them ;  Hessian 
hoots,  I  believe*,  I  did  not  take  any  paxiienUr  notice ) 
« I  did  not  think  any  thiiig  might  cnrne  A«n  dbac 

Q.  You  wae  introdaced  tQ  Thistlewood  at  Gieystofce^ 
placef 

A.  Yesy  at  No.  9. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  soon  it  wasafter  the  meeting 
of  which  yon  have  spoken  7 

j1«  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Jmttice  AbbM.  Was  it  after  the  meettog  i 

A*  U  ^vv*^  ^^f^  ^^  a!(i(vertisement  appeased. . 

Mr.  Topping.  Was  it  before  thb  first  meeting. 

A.  Yes,  itwas. 

Cnmr€smmned  bp  Mr.  ffetherclL 

Q.  Are  yon  the  s«Be  person  du|t  was  catted  theGreeii- 
coated  Oator  at  die  8imtford  eleetion  ? 
A.  lam. 


A   Yen,  the  very  «ame  ? . 

Q.  Yon  are  the  man  who  harangn^  ft  B^wtfon^  f^r 

il.  No ;  I  was  the  orator  in  Covent  Garden^  part  9f  4|e 
time.  .  •  ,     / 

'  4i.  fftrMir  mmj  ^]ii  tfnnouigidtd  fou  j^peak  fhq:#  i 

A.  I  believe  it  was  part  oSjWMdkjt. 

jfl.  tlitbongbt it ihfui  l>fleii.f)frtof  CNirieen  ? 

A.  Ob»4K>i 

Q.  You  are  the  identical  man^  cdM  Sie'GjMii-cpated 
Orator? 

A*  1  really  am.  »       - 

Q.  I  lidkffe;tbatjttDit.ofit);€>p€Nfd£at  Acseaeelings 
know  you  very  well  ? 

r   4/¥^  i  'helieye,  asJieiiigjBiibQoeat  mail  and  a^ak- 
:iiif(4ny  diliBDi; 

CL  And  I  bdiicire  yosBre  ^opdroatnoedienQiii^toieild 
^AWfjMnieiOntliHrjDaetingstf  .  :• ,  ^   / 

Ji.  Oh,  never  in  my  life. 

Q.  When  your  name  was  used,  did  jroA  obj^lo  jjlf 

A.iltM9AiBam3e  nseiof  jntbont  myiknrc  and  coisebt,  in 
the  first  instance. 

Q.  Yon  consented  afterwards  I  *  t  . 

A.  TheJippiicatMajms  Aade^to.ne  Aftamaids^  And  I 
consented ; .  baft  k  ;f«s  wkh^gDeat  diffically:  Qn<»y  |iarlihey 
conld  get  Msloidoit :  I  ithooghl  ;it  A^aoofkl^fl^onriinght, 
and  sanctioned  it,  to  petition  Pdrliament;>aDd  t^Ugb^diey 
had  at  first  made  a  fraudulent  use  of  my  name,  without 
my  leave  ot  consent,  I  would  not  disappoint  the  meeting, 
«0iioeivMg  jft  to  be^for  eoastilu^loiial  parp«a6(f* 

Q.  Had  diey  i^^^didl  to  70iilMA»»4h«  «Molilig  4o^nse 
your  name  7 


A.  Yes,  for  a  meeting  at  Spa-fiekb ;  ibe  ri^imit  J.K^vt 
my  name  was,  the  printer  of  liie  lo^epwd^t  Wji|ig jdid 
not  print  bilk,  and  the  printer  wwW  pevt.priAfiit  iirittiottt 
the  hand^wrtting  of  th^  Cbmnan  wA  S^pxeta^jc. 

(2-  Notwithstanding  this  use  of  your  nmi^  jrfo  pere 
good-natnred  enoogb  to  say  yon  did  not  object  to  it. 
A.  1  did  object  to  tt. 

Q.  Yonr  objections  VNW  sffteped  dMtt  i 
^M  (  will  :ttU  yon  thejwason:— Mr.PnaUPPfiilMf^^M 
some  altercation  between  biip^nd  mi^  **  P^^Di Ji  ^aaM  jrpji 
to  sign  this,  as  you  were  Chairman  at  ti^  jC^rl^le/* 
"Why,*  sajTs  I,  "J  nevp^  ww-at  the  CvIiMr;rfi^Hher 
that  day  nor  that  night/'  After  some  altercation,  be  yiys, 
"  Dyall^  your  name  aIre9fl7;fp]^eai9ijDi  tbej(n4^i|4«ttt 
Whig:*  I  ^{|,  "  py  n«iip^9.j«pij^^r  intjuif  4ll4efemi)ent 
Whig.  lamj^aip^K^^iha^,"  I,mf^ifie4it ^99 oqif 
as  a  paragraph,  that  Mr.  ^tor  jhi^d  h«fi|i .  t;l)roi^^9  xout 
some  slurs,  or  something  of  that  kind;  he  %f|j[^;''foar 
name  appears  in  the  Independent  'Whifl;^  iis^^h^^Pmil  at 
thia  iptmc^  9m^}fH^  \  W<^r  "  ^m,J^t  Pfol^bly 
hgire  r^^Af  cjioioe  pf  ;»u»^  p^fiifiQ  «f  mv^  ^^Jl!^4<<^ity 
to  glos^.lbejiieeti^g  ovpr." .  ^\^^,  "  <?JW>."  .limdlP 
Preston,  "  Haiw.  jqU;j»^t||^.;iidfp<{l^^ttt,\^^ 
pocket  r  He  says, "  No,  1  bay^npli.".  ^JH^h  '^  P<t^ou 
knoai  jmybqdf/ivhp  takes  U.^^ipf ^'  Jt  i^i^t^I.ftMvfuid 
ye  went.to  a  public-honse,  and  seeing  it  w^fprcqpsti- 
tntional  purposes,  I  said  I  wottkLpf|(,j^i|f|Mi|||f  ♦Jw^fT^S* 
I  knew  of  no  other  object,  but  that  of  ^{{if^^^jf^p^toiPaf- 
llmWiit  for  a,Re%nHi  in  f.^V\9m^X. 

Q.  You  went  to  Spa-fields  i 

A.  Yes,  I  did.         • 

Q.  You  f^^f^  ^  Cbair^I  Ml^ve  I 

A.  Oh  no,  I  did  not. 

Q,  JD|d  m^  70U:^w  JMii)^.4hwt4N  jrwf  4n^  M^^de 
claim  to  the  Chair? 
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Q.  Who  was  made  the  Chairman? 

A.  A  friend  of  Mr.  HaDt\  I  believe. 

Q.  Were  yon  pat  in  nomination  for  the  Chaiir? 

A.  I  was  not,  indeed. 

Tkomas  Makins  gwam. 

Sxamned  bf  Mr.  GwnMy. 

'    Q.  On  Monday  the  4th  of  November  did  yon  goi  to  any 
publio-honse  in  Slaughter-street? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  IXid  yoQ  see  Mr.  Watson  the  elder  there  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Mr.  Watson  the  yoonger? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I  think  it  is  him,  by 
the  description  I  have  seen  of  the  man  since.. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  Mr.  Preston  diere  i 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Mr.Thistkwood} 

A.  I  cannot  speak  to  the  gentlemani  unless  I  see  him. 

Q.  Look  at  die  gentleman  behind  the  warder  there; 
look  at  this  gentleman  with  a  coloured  handkerchief  rolitod 
his  neck,  aiid  see  whether  you  know  him  I 

A.  That  is  the  gendeman. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Watson  the  elder  read  any  paper  there  i 

Jl.  Hedid. 

Q.  WhatdidhecaBit? 

A.  A  memorial. 

CL  Was  any  proposition  made  at  that  meeting  to  call 
any  other  meetings  i 

A.  Yes,  there  was, 

Q.  At  one  house,  or  at  more  houses  than  one? 

A.  At  five  different  houses. 

Q.  Was  one  of  those  five  houses  the  Carlisle  Arms  f 
<  A.  It  was. 
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Q.  Bid  you  on  or'about  the  Thvmday  fbUowing  atteond 
a  meeting  at  the  Cailisle  Anns  i 

A.  Yes^  I  did. 

H  Did  you,  see  Mr.  Watson  the  dder  there  i 

A.  Yes,  I  did.  . 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.Thistlewood  there  ? 

A.  Yea,  I  did. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  reckoning  for  the  beer  that  was  drank 
at  that  meeting} 

A.  There  was  somehow  or  other  about  eleven  shillings 
paid  hj  Mr.  Thistlewood,  and  the  remainder  was  made 
up  by  a  person  who  I  have  been  given  to  understand  was 
Watson  junior. 

Q.  Is  the  landlord's  name  Sheffield  i 

A.  Yes,  it  is. 

Q.  Did  a  person  of  the  name  of  Smith  go  with  you  i 

A*  Yes,  a  neighbour  of  mine. 

JoAn  Sheffield  sirorn. 

Lord  EUenbortmgh.  Mr.  Gumey,  I  suppoi^  all  these 
witnesses  i|re  caiied  in  confirmation  of  Castle's  evidence 
of  yesterday,  as  to  their  going  to  different  places,  and  being 
in  different  societies  i 

Mr.  Gumey.  Yea,  they  are  toy  Lord  ;  I  sl^dl  examine 
them  very  shortly. 

Examined  by  Mr,  Gumeys 

Q.  Do  you  keep  the  Carlisle  Arms  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  On  the  7th  of  November  last^  was  there  any  meet-^ 
ing  held  at  your  house  2 

A.  There  was. 

a  Did  you  see  a  person  of  the  name  of  Watson  diere  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  any  person  except  a  mae  of  the 
name  of  Smith. 
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Q.  Who  p9ii  you  867  part  of  th«  mikoiittig  t 

A.  A  tall  man. 

Q.  What  name  did  he  give  yon  i 

A.  He  gave  me  the  tiaoie  of  ThisdewMd^  tkgfaHtuknptoa 
Buildings,  npon  the  note. 

Q.  Look  at  that  gefit)ettaa  wilhtbe  i»lk  htuA^rdiief 
round  the  neck ;  do  you  know  that  gentieAMi  tt  atl)  . '  ^ 

A.  No,  f  do  not. 

Q.  Who  wrote  the  name  upon  the  note> 

A.  The  peVso^  that  I  took  the  ttdte  of. 

[Mr,  George  Dyer,  a  chrk  in  the  hank  qf  England,  pro- 
duud  a  bank  note,  and  it  was  shown  to  the  witness.} 

Mr.  Gurney  (to  Sheffield.)  it  that  the  bank  kiote  Mth 
which  you  were  paid  i 

A,  it  was  a  ten  pound  mUe. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  note  with  which  )rou 
were  paid  ? 

A.  It  was  a  ten  poilitd  iioft^-;  hift  I  Cannot  say  that  this 
was  the  tdentrcal  batik  tuyte. 

Q.  Do  you  if nd  a  name  writ«eo  «pon  it  i 

A.  It  was  Thistlewood,  ^r  Thistiewisey  SomthMi{rto»» 
buildings.    There  is  a  good  part  of  it  torn  oat. 

Mr.  Gwmey.  Here  is  A.  Thistle  Souihalmpton- 
bttildings. 

Mr.  fietherell.  If  it  was  at  all  relevant,  I  should  object 
to  it ;  there  may  be  k  thousand  persotls  of  that  name  of 
Thistlewood. 

Mr.  Gurney.  The  last  witness  proved  that  the  reckoning 
<ras  paifd  by  Tbistletvood, 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  He  did  not  say  how  he  paid  it^ 
whether  by  a  note. 

Mr.  Gurney.    How  mucli  did  he  pay  youi 

A.  Six  shi Kings  and  sixpence. 

Q.  Six  shillings  and  sixpence,  you  thinks 
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Q.  How  much  was  the  whole  qf  t^e  iscjkpiiiOBi 
A.  Six  shiUings  aod  sixpence. 

Crosi-^xamined  by  Mr.  SerjwA  Q^fk^t . 

Q.  If  any  bodylte  md  lh«t  the  Mobopwg  apMqntfrf  to 
more  than  eleven  ahiUingSy  he  bw  'OOt  t4ild  ftruth  ?  .  . 
ii.  No^jiz  and  six^pence was  tine  wbQle^ A^  ffic|:o.|)Dg. 

Wilfiam  Smith  twom. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  On  Monday  the  4th  of  November  nM^  ym  i^l  .the 
Sun  in  Slaughter-street? 

A,  I  was. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  Chair  at  the  meeting  that  night? 

A.  A  person  of  the  name  of  DyaO  acted  as  Chairman 
.that  night, 

Q.  Did  yon  see  the  elder  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Thistle- 
wood  these  \ 

A.  I  saw  the  eld^  Mr.  Watson^  I  have  not  a  know* 
ledge  of  Mr.  Tbistlewood. 

Q.  Look  at  that  gentleman  wjth  the  silk  handkerchief 
round  his  neck^  and  say  whether  you  saw  him  there  i 

A*  I  cannot  undertake,  upon  my  oath,  to  say  that  I 
know  him. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  Thursday  following  at  th4^meetiB|; 
at  the  Carlisle  Arms  i 
,    A^  I  was. 

CL  Did  you  see  the  gentleman  I  haTj^  |K>^ted  out  it 
that  meeting? 

A.  I  cannQt  undertake,  upon  my  oath,  to  say  tbft  I^w 
him  there. 

a  After  ith^  did  yop;s^  Pjwptoit  i|itfm»jwr|  of  the 
town? 
A.  Yes. 

V  9 
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Q.  Did  yon  see  anj  men  canying  on  their  backs  placards 
for  a  meeting  in  Spa-fieMs  i 

A.  1  did. 

Q.  At  what  place  did  you  see  those  men  i 

4.  In  the  Carlisle  tap-room. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  did  you  see  i 

A.  I  am  not  certain  whether  three  or  four, 

Q.  Did  you  see  Preston  in  OHopany  with  them  I 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  From  whom  did  those  persons'  receive  their  di- 
rections f 

iC.  From  Mr.  Preston. 

Q.  Who  paid  them? 

A.  Mr.  Preston. 

Cross  examinsd  b^  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley. 

CL  You  say  that  Preston  paid  them ;  did  you  see  him 
pay  thfem  ? 

A.  I  saw  him  give  them  some  money,  I  know  not  what. 

Q.  Whether  it  was  payment  for  the  placards  you  ki^ow 
not? 

A.  I  know  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  money  i 
'    A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  For  any  thing  you  know^  it  might  be  something  for 
them  to  drink  ? 

A.  For  aught  I  know. 

Q.  This  meeting  at  the  Carlisle  Arms  was  for  Parlia* 
liientary  Reform  f 

A.  I  always  understood  it  so« 

Q.  DyaU  was  in  the  Chair  ? 
^  A.  Yes,  he  was. 
'   Q.  That  was  before -tfai  first  Sparfields  meeting. 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 
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Re-examined  by  Mr.  Gurrnjf* 

Q.'  Did  you  see  Preston  give  those  men  directiont  i 
A,  The  men  that  had  the  placards,  I  heard  him  oidei 

them  to  roll  the  placards  up/  and  to  meet  him  the  next 

momiog. 

Hohert  'Emery  mom. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  theUnion^  inUmon*street^  Shoredltch. 

A.  Yts. 

Q.  Just  before  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting  was  thete 
any  meeting  held  at  your  house  ? 

A.  There  were  some  people  there,  but  I  had  no  know* 
ledge  it  was  a  meeting. 

Q.  What  number  were  there  ? 

A.  There  might  be  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  reckoning  ? 
'     A.  K  person  ga^e  me  tVie  tiotes,  who  •said  his  name  was 
Watson. 

Q.  Look  at  the  prisoner  Watson,  and  say  whether  ht 
was  the  person  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  gentleman  again. 

Q.  Did  one  person  pay  the  reckoning  i 

A.  Yes. 

James  Skinner  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  elder  Watson^  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  i 
A.  I  have  seen  him. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  you  become  acquainted  with  him  i 
A.  I  cannot  rightly  say. 
Q.  Where  was  it? 

A.  I  think  at  the  Nag's  Head,  Carnaby  Market. 

^3 
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0*  When  was  it  I 

A*  I  cannot  rightly  siay. 

Q.  Vt6d  joa  h)  meet  him  tb#t«  frdm  time  to  tSme^'  • 

il.  No,  nerer,  never . 

QL  i)d  yoti  remember  taking  a  walk  with  him  ha  the 
month  of  October  ? 

il.  In  or  near  that  time. 

Q.  Was  any  body  present  i 

A,  Him  and  Castle. 

CL  Casde^  the  witness  who  has  been  examined  t 

A.  Yes. 

^  Where  did  yon  take  a  walk  to  f 

A.  As  nearly  as  I  can  •  recollect  we  went  rontid  by  the 
lUgeney  Park ;  I  iecoUect  going  np  King-street^  Port- 
man-street,  and  into  Hyde  Park. 

Q.  There  are  barracks  in  King-street  and  in  Portsten* 
street  ? 

A.  I  think  there  are. 
-    Q.  When  you  came  to  them,  did  any  of  the  party  stop  t 

A.  Yes. 
^     Q.  Who  did. 

A.  I  think  they  both  stopped. 

C2.  Had  they  any  conversation  there  i 

A.  I  do  not  k^pw,  I  walked  onw 

Q.  Did  they  ask  you  any  question  i 

A,  There  was  conversation  about  different  things,  but 
I  cannot  recollect  what  it  was ;  it  is  a  long  time  past* 

Q.  Did  you  learn  from  him  whether  they  had  been  there 
•  before  ? 

A.  There  was  one  question  which  I  thought  a  very 
foolish  one ;  they  asked  me  whether  I  could  ride,  and  I 
'  said  no ;  that  was  the  only  one  tiiat  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Whether  you  could  ride  on  horseback? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  youlearii  whether  they  had  ever  been  there  before? 


S7 

Ak  Qm<JlM  gffili#<ffi  Wd  lie  h«4^c«K>  at  die  ^ar- 
tacks  before^  but  which  I  dp  opt  knoif. 

Mr.  Ju^i^  P^kjf.  PUL  b«  say  if  in  the  bearip^of  the 
Wfcer? 

4,  TpwjiOtfay^ 

O,  Who  WM  he  speaking  th^  to  i 

4.  I  MQiipt  wy  ivbich  it  was,  w^  vere  walking  all  ihte^ 
together.  / 

Q,  Which  pf  tbwi  it  f^ai  8»id  thai  yoa  do  aot  know  ? 

4,  I  4p  iiot. 

Q.  Wtm  any  thing  $aid  aboat  the  dntiances  tp  the 
barm^k^  i 

A.  Th^re  was  a  di^pilte  abput  it  ^tweeQ  the  X^o,  but 
what  was  toid  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  About  what? 

ui.  Abpnt  the  entrances  intp  the  \}anBc1f3. 

Mr.  Jjutice  Abbott.  Did  you  leave  them  in  Hyde  Park  I 

4i  No/ 1  left  them  in  fm^diiiy,  ^  . 

TChomas  Qsborn  twom. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Shepherd. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ca3tle  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  few  days  befoise  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting  did 
you  meet  him? 

4.  Yes. 

Q.  What  conversation  had  you  with  him  i 

A.  He  ai»ked  me  wliether  I  was  out  of  emplogr* 

Mr.  WetherelL  This  is  a  conversation  with  Castle,  and 
he  IS  not  one  of  the  co-cdnspirators ;  what  Castle  said  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with. 

l^rd  EilenborougJL  He  is  giving  evidence  in  confiiTXia- 
tion  of  what  Castle  has  related. 

Mr.  Shepherd.  What  did  Castle  say  to  you  ? 

Mr.  WeihcTMlL  That  is  Mr.  Caatle  ooafimuog  fainualf* 
»4 
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Lw'd  ISUtnhorwgh.  tie  met  him  a  few  days  before  Hat 
first  meeting  at  the  Spa-fields. 

Mf.  Shepherd,  What  did  he  direet  you  to  do  f 

A.  He  asked  me  whether  I  was  oat  of  employ^  and 
I  said  Yes ;  and  he  told  me  he  would  tell  me  a  job,  if 
I  would  go,  and  I  said  I  would.  He  ask^d  me  if  I  oould 
telltiim  of  ^ye  or  six  more ;  I  told  him  there  were  several 
at  the  Constitution  out  of  work. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  consequende  of  his  direetioh  f 

A.  I  went  up  to  the  Constitution,  and  he  came  up  on 
the  Monday  nighty  and  treated  us  with  some  beer,  he  and 
Thistlewood ;  they  told  me  his  name  was  Tbistlewood. 

Q.  Who  told  you  his  name  was  Thistlewood  i 

A.  Mr.  Castle. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  was  with  Castle  then  i 

A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  the  gentleman  there  in  the 
middle  (Thistlewood.) 

Q.  Whereabouts  i»the  Constitution  public  house? 

A»  Lisson  Green,  near  Mary-le-bone. 

<t.  Is  it  near  iPaddington  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  sort  of  men  usually  come  to  that  public  house  ? 

A.  Working  men ;  tradesmen* 

Q.  Do  any  navigators  usually  come  there?  .  . 

A.  They  used  to  do,  very  few  use  there  now ;  there  used 
to  be  a  great  many  there  at  the  time  the  cut  was  going  on, 
but  there  are  none  now. 

Q.  Did  any  go  there  at  the  time  you  went  i 
'      A.  Very  few  then. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  eat  and  drink  while  you 
were  at  that  public  house  ? 
*     A*  Not  in  the  Constitution,  we  did  not  that  night. 

Q.  At  any  time  afterwards  ? . 

A.  Yes,  afterwards  we  did. 

Q«  Where  did  he  direct  you  to  go  to  afterwards  ? 
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A.  The  C5ock  in  Grafiton-dtreet ;  we  were  to  meet  Ua 
there  at  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day. 

42.  Did  yoQ  meet  him  there  ? 
A.  Yea. 

Q.  Who  were  you  to  meet? 

A,  Mr.  Castle  told  me  to  come;  dowt  there^  he  did  not 
tell  me  who  tameet  there. 

Q.  What  took  place  there  i 

A,  We  had  a  shilling  a-piece  given  to  us,  and  a  great 
YjSSL  put  on  our  backs,  and  a  number  in  our  hands  to  give 
•way. 

Q.  How  many  went? 

A.  Six. 
'    Q.  Who  were  there  besides  the  six  people  who  went 
with  yon ;  were  the  bills  put  upon  your  backs  in  the  tap^ 
room? 

A.  No,  we  went  in  two  by  two  to  the  parlour. 

Q.  Who  were  in  that  parlour  i) 

A.  I  cannot  say  who  they  were,  there  were  a  great  many ; 
I  recdlect  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Castle,  and  nobody  dse. 

0.  Nobody  else  you  recollect  ? 

A.  Not  that  i  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  go  about  the  streets  with  those  bills  i 

A*  Yes. 

Q.  You  recollect  Castle  and  Preston  being  in  the  room, 
you  say  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  other  people  there  i 

A.  Yes,  I  do  not  recollect  who  they  were,  the  room 
was  full. 
'     Q.  Did  you  afterwards  take  those  bills  about  the  streets  r 

A.  Yes. 

Cross^xamined  by  Mr.  WetkertU. 

Q.  You  were  out  of  employ  at  this  time  ? 

4.  Yes. 


(t  Do  yod  recollect  the  day  Xhh  took  pliK^e  i 

A.  I  do  not,  it  was  about  a  week  before  ibe  int  Split 
fields  meeting. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  had  not  many  navigatoia  ooim  to 
this  house  i 

A*  Noy  not  at  that  time. 

Q.  The  occasion  of  their  coqung,  was  wban.tb^  nHt 
catting  the  canal  i      ,   , 

A.  Yes, 

Q.  That  was  along  while  ago  i 

A,  Yes,  there  were  a  good  many  used  to  bangaboutwtbMm» 

Q.  At  this  time  very  few  attended  tb^ie  i 

A.  Yes.  ,  . 

Q.  If  any  person  has  stated,  there  wece.a  good  iiuny 
navigators  at  this  bouse  in  November,  it  19  not  true  i 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  there. 

Q.  Yon  went  frequently  to  the  bonsef 

A.  Yes,  I  lodged  at  the  house  at  the  same  time* 

Q.  If  any  man  has  said,  there  were  a  good  many  fi^vi-^ 
gators  there  at  the  time  you  mete  lodging  there,  be  ba9  s^id 
what  is  not  true  f 

A.  There  might  be  a  good  many  tber^  as  I  did  not^eCi 

Q.  You  lodged  there  F 

A.  I  was  not  always  in  the  house. 

Q.  But,  according  to  your  view,  these  were  not  Jpany 
navigators  there  then  ? 

A.  There  were  not  then ;  I  was  very  seldom  thete  of 
a  night. 

Mr,  Gurney.  We  have  all  the  other  bill-stickers,  btt  ve 
should  be  wasting  your  Lordship*s  time,  if  we  were  to  call 
them  all. 

Lord  ElUnboraugh.  You  may  announce  their  names* 

Mr.  Ctiriury.  If  my  learned  friend  wishes  I  should  call 
any  of  them,  I  will  do  it. 

Mr.  Wethereli  No,  I  do  not.  .     . 
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Mr.  Tfumas  Wood  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General.  ^ 

Q.  I  believe  you  are  the  landlord  of  ahoaseatNo.^ 
Greystoke-place,  are  you  not  f 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  Were  you  so  in  the  month  of  October  and  NoTeiDbav 
in  the  course  of  last  year? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  joa  applied  to  about  that  house,  some  time 
before  Michaelmas  / 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  long  P 

A.  I  should  suppose  not  quite  three  weeks  before 
Michaelmas. 

CL  Who  was  it  applied  to  you  about  the  house  t 

A.  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  prisoner? 

A.  1  mean  Dr.  WaUou  \^pointtng  lo  the  prisoner .3 

Mr.  Justice  Bayiey.  Do  you  allude  to  new  Michaelmas 
or  old? 

A.  New  Michaelmas,  about  three  weeks  before  the 
quarter  commenced. 

JIfr.  Attorney  General.  Did  he  tell  you  for  whom  he 
wanted  it  i 

A.  I  understood  to  carry  on  the  profession  of  a  surgeon  i 

Q.  Did  you  let  it  to  him  i 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  let  it  to  him  first  ? 

A.  It  was,  as  I  observed  before,  before  the  quarter-day 
arrived ;  to  the  quarter-day  he  was  to  pay  me  by  the  week 
till  we  commenced  the  Michaelmas  quarter. 

Q.  How  was  he  to  continue  afterwards  i 

4*  By  the  quarter* ;  thirty^four  pounds  per  year. 
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Q.  Did  you  learn  from  bim  for  whom  he  took  the  honsei 
whether  he  took  it  for  himself  or  for  any  body  else  ? 

A.  For  himself;  I  do  not  know  to  the  contrary,  I  under- 
stood it  as  such. 

Q.  Were  there  any  alterations  proposed  to  the  house  ? 

A.  Doctor  Watson  asked  me,  if  it  was  agreeable  to  me 
to  make  an  inner  door  to  the  passage ;  which  I  agreed  to, 
provided  that  it  was  left  in  the  state  that  it  was  when  he 
took  it. 

Q.  YoQ  let  the  house  to  him  i 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  when  any  persons  were  there  ? 

A*  I  often  passed  the  house,  but  I  never  went  in. 

Q.  Therefore,  who  resided  in  the  house  you  do  not  know  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley. 

Q*  You  know  Watson  is  a  surgeon  i 

A.'\  have  heard  so. 

Q.  With  respect  to  this  inner  door,  what  was  the  situ- 
ation of  it  ? 

A*  I  consider  it  was  a  door  before  you  came  to  the 
parlour  from  the  street,  or  rather  court. 

Q.  What  is  the  ground  plan ;  does  it  consist  of  more 
than  one  room  on  the  ground  floor  \ 

A.  Yes,  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor. 

Q.  One  front  and  one  back  ? 

A.  One  front. 

Q.  And  the  other  at  the  back  of  it  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  a  passage  going  from  the  street-door  on 
the  right  or  the  left  side  of  those  two  rooms  f 

A.  There  was  a  passage  leading  from  the  street  through 
the  building  to  the  stairs,  which  went  down. 

Q.  With  those  rooms  either  on  the  right  or  the  left? 
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A.  With  the  roomB  to  the  right. 

Q.  Where  was  this  new  door  i 

A.  A  surgeon  lived  in  it  before,  and  he  had  a  door  of 
that  description,  which  made  a  lobby. 

Q.  There  was  an  outer  door,  and  he  wanted  an  iooer 
door  a  little  further  back,  so  that  persons  might  come  in 
when  they  knocked  at  the  door  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  we  see  in  ordinary  surgeons  houses  i 

A.  I  considered  so. 

Q.  As  it  was  with  the  preceding  occupier,  who  was  a 
surgeon  f 

A.  I  considered  so. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

Q.  Was  any  such  alteration  as  that,  made  by  you  i 
A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  made  at  all? 
A.  It  was  not. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  Was  any  thing  said  by  Doctor 
Watson,  that  he  wanted  a  place  couvenieut  to  the  hospital 
for  his  son  ! 

A.  No,  nothing  of  the  sort  ever  passed  between  us. 

Tjord  ElUnboraugh.  Did  you  pass  that  way  and  see  the 
appearance  of  the  house  i 

A.  I  often  passed  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  see  whether  there  was  any  appearance  of 
the  business  of  a  surgeon  being  carried  on,  or  any  other 
business  in  the  house  i 

A.  I  did  not,  I  often  wondered  to  see  it  in  the  state  that- 
I  did  see  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  Will  your  Lordship  allow  me  to 
request  your  Lordship  will  ask  the  precise  date  of  the 
application  i 


Lord  EOenborough.  What  was  ibe  timeofthn  a^li- 
cation  about  the  door  i 

A.  When  Doctor  Watson  took  the  bouse  of  se^  that 
was  the  conversation  between  him  and  me ;  I  nerer  saiT 
Doctor  Watson  afterwards  till  I  saw  him  in  Cold-barth- 
fields. 

Q.  You  never  saw  any  thing  to  iadicale  there  was  the 
profession  of  a  surgeon^  or  any  other  profession,  carried  on 
in  that  house? 

A.  No,  I  did  not. 

A  Juryman.  Will  your  Lordship  allow  me  to  inquire 
whether  he  ever  saw  it  shut  up  in  passing? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q.  It  was  always  open  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pass  at  the  hour  of  ten  or  eleven  in 
the  morning  P 

A.  Perhaps  not  so  early;  I'live  aUttle  way  ant  of  town, 
and  never  passed  it  so  early  as  that. 

Mafy  ApUd  sworru 
Examined  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

Q.  Had  you  the  care  of  a  house  in  Seymour-place  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Cosser,iii  the  month  of  November  last  f 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Seymour-place  near  King-street  ? 
A.  It  is  a  distance  off. 
Q.  What  distance  off  ? 
A.  May  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Poriman-street  barracks  ? 
.4.  Yes. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  Portman-itreet  barracks? 
A.  It  is  but  a  very  little  distance  more. 
Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  more  ? 
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4*  Portman-ati^etbarracksarejnstagainstOzfaKUstiMt. 
Q.  Is  it  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Partnaii- 
street  barracks,  that  it  is  from  the  King-^treet  banracks  t 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  in  the  month  of  November  hstj 
ffro  men  coming  to  ask  abotit  the  house  i 

A.  I  have  had  so  many  people  asking  me  about  dM 
house 

Q.  Do  you  recollect,  in  November  last,  any  men  oomiof 
to  ask  about  the  house  i 

A.  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  person  coming  in 
November. 

Q.  You  do  i)ot  recollect  any  person  particularly  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  yqu  recollect  referring  any  persons  to  Mr.  Cosset 
about  the  bouse  I 

A.  Yes. 
'  ^.  Hie  is  the  owner  of  the  house? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Cesser  live  ? 

A.  No.  4,  Milbank-atreet,  Westminster. 

Crosi^examined  by  Mr.  WetbertlL 

Q.  This  house  I  understand  you  to  state,  is  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  of  these  barracks  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  was  about  last  November  i 

xm.*  X  es* 

Q.  I  take  it  there  were  a  good  many  empty  houses  at 
your  end  of  the  town,  about  that  time  ? 

A*  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  not  you  see  many  bills  up,  about  that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say.     I  did  not  go  out  much. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  any  thing  of  the  King-street 
barsacksy  or  the  Portmaa-street  barracks  i 


96 

.  A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  at  either  of  tfaem  i 

/•  -No.,   '       • 

Q.  You  were  at  the  house  to  take  care  of  It  f 

A.  Yes. 

JIfr.  Solicitor  General.  Though  you  have  aot  hem  at 
the  barracks^  you  know  where  they  are  ? 

j1.  Yes. 

Mr.  Walter  Co$ser  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Toppif^. 

•    Q.  You  are  a  timber  merchant^  in  Milbank-street  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  number? 

A.  J?o.  4. 

Q.  Are  you  the  owner  of  a  house  in  Seymour-place  ? 

A.  Yes,  two  houses. 

Q.  Were  you,  in  November  last,  the  owuer  of  a  house, 
of  which  the  last  witness  had  the  care  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  her  name,  and  I  did  not  see  her. 

Q.  There  waa  a  woman  in  care  of  it? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  distance  is  the  house  from  the  Porunan-street 
barracks? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  situation  of  the  barracks. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  being  waited  on  by  any  persons 
to  take  that  house  ? 

A.  I  had  many  applications  during  the  months  of  Oc« 
tober  and  November. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  person  coming  and  giving 
you  a  reference  to  another  of  the  name  of  Thistlewpod  i 

A.  Yes,  a  young  man,  who  called  himself  James  Watson, 
came  the  latter  end  of  October  or  beginning  of  Novea^ber^ 
and  wished  to  take  the  house  that  had  a  shop  attached  to 
it.    I  asked  for  a  reference,  a»  he  was  a  stranger^  and  b^ 
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iffericd  iqe  to  a  Mr.  Th^tkwood^Unog  ih'So«||laiBpiM* 
buildings^  Cbancery-lane.  ; 

:    Q,  Ud  bt  itftte  to  700  what  iha  purport  <tf  lis  jti^ 
fence  wm  to  that  peraoa  ? 

4*  He  ataied  that  Mr.  Tbittlewood  was  a  «aa.of  udo- 
peodeot  propeytf  and  fartmiey  and  waaldrapeA  ttfiiii, 
Watson's  respectability,  M  a  fit  tenant  for  me. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that  referencedid  yon  go  to  South 
ampton-bnildings/ Chancery-lane? 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  did  you  enquire  for  when  you  went  there7 
A,  I  enquired  for  Mr.  Thistlewood. 

Q.  Upon  your  making  enquiry  for  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Thistlewobd,  did  you  see  any  person  who  ansWer^d  to 
^at  enquiiy  f 

A.  I  was  shown  up  stairs;  I  forget  whether  it  Was  two 
or  three  pair  of  stairs/  and  was  showa  into  a  back  room  to 
a  person  named  'Hiistlewood ;  he  did  not  name  himself  so 
to  me,  but  1  was  ibown  to  Y\\m  as  a  person  of  that  name. 

Lord  EHenborough.  That  person  aosweied  to  tlxe  name 
ofThistlewood? 

A.  i  do  not  recollect  whether  he  did ;  I  enquired  for 
that  name  of  the  servant  who  opened  the  door. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  thateuijuilry,  apersonciunie  to^u? 

A.  I  went  up  to  him.  , 

.  Mr.  Tapping.  :  Had  you  any  conversation  Wjjth  hini 
about  the  person  taking  that  lionse } 

A*  I  told  him  of  the  appUcatiQH  gf  .Mr^AYaMfDi  «nd 
that  be  bad  lefened  me  to  hioi>  Mr^TlnitlflWPPc^^^tHipb 
for  bis  character  as  a  proper  ten%qti  Hf  ^li^  ma  <I  apfldr 
to  the  best  of  Ay  rQ(»)laotioa)^hgt.Mr4  Waficii  was -^4 
respectable  family  in  Lincoli^hire;  that  his  father  W4»t 
fanner  dima;  had  a  gP^t  deal  of  ^iF^fci^y,  wtaich^he 
fiurmed  to  a  ^wiManibto  eyt^an  a«i.«t^  )^  W»a)d  J^ 
Vol.  11.  Q 


98 

tatwembki  for  him  tipoo  everj  tcore^  tpeakfaig  generally. 

I  do  not  exactly  recollect  the  words. 

.  'jA  Had  you  farther  cooversatioa  with  him  at  that  timef 

A*  I  do  not  recollect  any  farther  convB-sation  at  thait 
time ;  there  might  be  fiirther»  bat  I  do  not  recollect  itr 

Q.  Wape  you  waited  upon  afterwards  by  the  person  who 
first  referred  yoo  to  Mr.  Thisdewood  i 

A.  He  called,  bat  I  do  not  know  whether  I  saw*  him  or 
sent  a  message  by  my  servant,  to  say  I  would  not  let  the 
hoose  to  him. 

CL  I  believe  you  are  near-sighted  \ 

A.  YeSy  I  am  very  near-sighted. 

Q.  Can  you  see  whether  the  person  is  here? 

A.  I  cannot  see  without  I  am  very  dose ;  the  differfmce 
of  the  dress  and  style  is  so  great,  I  feel  it  impossible  \m 
speak  to  him. 

Q.  That  person  (Thistlewood)  is  not  dressed  as  the  per- 
son you  saw  answering  to  the  name  of  Thistlewood  was  i 

A*  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  be  was  dressed  in 
a  blue  coat  and  Wellington  trowsers ;  whether  they  were 
bhie  or  grey,  I  hardly  recollect* 

Q.  From  the  difference  of  dress,  you  cannot  swear  you 
recollect  him  ? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  swear  to  him. 
Itr.  Jusiice  BaiUjf.   You  have  not  asked  for  what  pur- 
^jRSse  the  house  was  to  be  tfiken? 

Mr*  Topping.  Was  the  purpose  of  ^  house  being, 
taken,  mentioned  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes ;  Watson  stated,  it  was  for  an  cnl  and  seed-shop ; 
I  did  notexIMstly  understand  the  meaning,  and  particularly 
tasked  him,  if  it  woiddi>e  any  nuisance  in  tlie  aeighbour* 
hood ;  tod  he  stated  not,  that  it  was  for  the  sale  of  seeds 
and  oil. 

Q.  Bid  die  person  who  applied  to  you,  nmtion  who 
was  to  lire  there,  and  eanfy  on  the  busiaessf 
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>  A.  I  QBdmtoocI  the  penoo  app]jk%^lie  tppiMd  for 
himseJir,  as  I  andentood. 

Q*  Do  yonreooUecty  about  what  day  of  the  nedk.  it 
wai  joo  sent  the  answer,  that  you  should  Dot  let  it? 
iir  Mo)  I  cfiDDot  recollect. 

Q*  How  maay  days  after  yon  had  been  in  Sogthampjoo- 
buildings  F 

^  A.  I  caiuiotspeak  posilivcly  to  that;  to  the  best,  of  my 
recoUectioD,  it  was  two  or  three  days ;  bat  I  cauaot  spedt 
positively  to  that. 

Q.  Looking  at  this  persoo^  yoo  oMioot  lake.  upM  jfour- 
self  to  swear  positively;  what  is  your  belief  upon  the  sobjl^t  ? 
i  A.  To  ithe  beat  of  JBsy.reitoUeetioa,  t)wit  is  the  OQUiite- 
■aaoe  o<?t|t»iiiaa  J  saw.in  Southainp»on4MMld»agn.    . 

Q.  Wkm^dldiUs  tMgooilitMMi  go  ofFr  '  K         / 

A.  It  was  wkhk  thvee  or  foot  days,  oBElaialyir  of  the 
time  I  neatkmed,  hIma  WaAsoa  teit  appliadv  wiHnin 
throe  or  fe«r  dagm  of  aqr  aeeing  Mn  Thistiewood. 

Q.  Canyon  tell  as  the  piveise  diy  of  tho  af^plicafeioft  i 

A.  Ho,  I^not^    .  •  I  r 

Q.  Will  you  teU  us  aff  near  as  yoa  can  f 
'  A.  I  cannot  speak  nearer,  thMiits  being  thelatter  end 
of  October,  or  the  beginning  of  November. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  that  this  coafektatkm^ 
taking  place  a  good  wUk  ago,  ynu  cannot  be  very  a/deu- 
rate  as  to  the  whole  of  it  ? 

A.  No,  I  cannot i  lean  only  sp^  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection. 

Q.  Souaething  was  said^  about  Mn  Watson  beii%  of  a 
respectable  family  in  Lincolnshire  i 

il-  Yes. 

Q.  And  aomelfabg  was  said  Abon^his  teher  i 

A.  Yet,  famuog  a  considerable  estate.  . » 

o  a 
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Q.  CMiy^v  tifct  uppn  yott  ^o sweiv^  hwin the  #ord 
^'  father,"  and  not  either  grandfaiker  or  fiuDify  i    .  .    . 
'    iiw  C^tainljr/to  ihe  bat  of  mj  jreoolkoiioo^  it.wai 
"father.*  : 

Q.  Have  yoa  such  a  disUnel  eeeoUeetion^  m  lo  8#ear 

J.  No. 

Mr.  JmUci  Abbai^  Were  yoa  h^fomifd :  dnt  hi^  f«Kber 
K^edift  London  f 

A.  No.  I...  (  :  •    ' 

^.  You  are  qaite  tare  o#  that  f  .  .     1' 

*  jftw  Qoi^aiiqst '  \-  .    .  <)•   * 

L^rd  Bttenbor^h.  Wa6  there  aay  diaodsadn  ^tth^oo 
about  *tbe  teraM^whetherany  thiag.wa8  tO(be.paklforfix«« 
tares,  or  an;^  thing  i 

A.  I  stated  the  terms  npbti  vrt^tch  I  woatdlet  Ae  house 
were  sixty  poundsa  year;  and  ho»iis  top^fS^i^  fis tales. 

Q4  And  what  were  JihaufiJctttreatO'b^).'!;  <•:.' 
. Jli  I  belkw  seviaii  oreigjbt  ponoAa;  pot  ^JtflMd^nj;  that^ 

Q.  Did  he  say  aoy  thing  about  lant  in.advwc^l , 

A  I  foi^vhetheFliiMimooadilQ  him  before^  or  ^en 
I  sent  out  word  afterwards  to  him,  that  I  womUL  ^ok  let 
hioai  be  a  tenant,  not.Ukiag.the  ffefiarooco^.uiilQsl  be'w.oald 
gftre  Dsa  die  teot  inpadaaauDa.  .-: 

Q.  To  the  best  of  yout  lacoUeotioo,  you:  9wt  tkat  mei-. 
aage'tolMm}  •  •.    i:       .  .  . 

jtf.  To  th»  best  of  aayrecottectku^  1  didt    . 

M(irf^Tet  iiaria  Folkes^  mom. 
Exammed  by  Mr.  Topping. 
Q.  Did  you  life  servant  in  SotttiiaQaptoii4Hi3dil%8» 
Chancery-lane  7  <  .  .;. 

il.  Yes. 

Q.  With  a  MiB.  Coiboaid;  di«yoiinot}       ; 
XYcs. 
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Q.  When  did  you  go  to  live  with  Mrs.  CorboiUlt  • 

^. .  I  w^Bi  in.  ibe  moiilli  of:  S«|iiMib«« . 

Q.  In  the  last  year  i 

J.  Vet,  ■',.•-. 

a  How  lMg*4M  V^  4i^  ^'^^  Mn.  GodMmM'f 

A.  I  left  there,  on  the  29th  of  November,  Arol^ 

illtieas.  •       ''      . 

Q.  Did  yoa  know  a  person  of  the  iiame  of  TbMeiHfo4' 
A.  \eSf  he  was  a  lodger  at  Mrs.  Co^rbO^M'b. 
Q.  Do  you  know  him  when  yousee  hiib  i    - 
A.  Yes;  cbKtiahMti  (fiomUimg  i^  TkisihMd.)    r 
Q.  How  long  had  you  been  ttt  Un.  GOfbMMfahtfor^lie 

oame  to  lodgd  there?  '.**.) 

A   I  believe  I  had  been  there  about  a  Wttk,  tp  tke  Wtt 

of  my  knowledge*: 

A,  I  believe  it  was  Mrs.  Tbistlewood  likewise. 

Q.  Was  there  wj  famUy  i 

Ai>  Tbete  wns  «  young  \>oy » stx^ut  ten  ye^vs  ^Mt* 

Q.  After  he  had  lodged  there  some  dme,  do  yo«  Mm 
member  a  person  of  tlie  Mm^ tof.Wtn^mm  Mliing  dn  Urn, 
a  young  man  ?       . 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  W^SN^befe  a  youi^  maa  who  waa  teaUuA  bjr  Thiide- 
woody  Watson  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Qi  )How  long  had  Thisdcirbod.  kdg^  in  dM  haUse^ke 
fore  this  person  called  on  him  i  •  •    -^ 

A0  That  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Aftoff  aome  tima,  did  he  eatt  &eififei|tly  f     . 

it.  Yes;  but  his  visits  were  very  short.  .>- 

Q.  Did  he  dine  mgfteliflttQS  WitJl  Mr.  Tbiat^ewMi^  .  . 

A.  YesHf  soiMtimdi. 

Q-  Was  that  acquaintance  kept  up  m  long  at  yoir  i 
tinued  there  ? 

•3 
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Q.  Were  his  vifiu  mora  fraqoent  dinirig  the  lattter  {Mut 
of  the  time?  » 

il.  Yes,  to  the  best  of  my  knowlcge  they  were. 

Q.  That  was  the  palace  where  Mr.  Thistlewood  «Iept  f 

il.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  another  person  of  the  name  of  Watson 
Q$ed  to  oall  upon  him  P 

A*  Yesy  4be  elder  person. 

CU  Was  this  the  person  ? 

^.  Ye^  that  is  the  person  (ptMiing  to  Watson.) 
^  <2«  Yon  wmember  being*  ill  i 

CL  Bid  that  person  prescribe  for  you  at  all  ? 

A.  V^th«i.did. 

Q.  That  was  during  the  time  you  were  there  i 

A.  Yeg,  he  prescribed  for  me  the  day  before  I  went 
away.  .  t  i    ' 

Q.  How  used  Mr.Thistlewoodto  dress  f 

A.  Hci  used  to.  dress  in  a  light  bine  cKMt  and  coloiiied 
tcowsecs.-  ...••:. 

Q.  Duit  was  sometimes  his  dress  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  his  dress  at  other  times  i 

jt.  Sometimes  he  used  to  wear  a  dark  great  eoatf 

Q.  Over  the  blue? 

A*  Yes,  nometimes. 

Q.  Do  yptt  recollect  his  having  any  other  coat  but  die 
blue  coat  ? 

^.  No. 

CL  You  left,  1  believe,  at  the  end  of  November^  did 
yon  not  ? 

il.  I  left  upon  the  tgth  of  November. 

(L  Do  yon  observe  the  hair  of  4his  Mr,  Tbisttewbod 
•oir^ 

^.  Yes. 
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CL  Bo  yon  recollect  the  state  of  bi^bair,  wheo  at  your 
home? 

A.  It  was  much  of  the  san>e  colour,  or  it  might  be 
lighter. 

Q.  It  appears  to  yoo  much  of  the  same  colonr  ooir,  that 
it  was  then  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Eleanor  Corbould,  jwam. 
Examined  by  Mr.  lUchardeon* 

Q.  You  haye  a  house  in  Soothamptoih-biuldiogty  hare 

JOO  DOt  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Thistlewood  and  hit  vife  lodge  at  yont 
house  for  some  time  f 

A.  Yea. 

Q.  What  time  did  they  come  there  ? 

A.  About  the  middle  of  September. 

Q.  Is  that  the  gentleman  vho  tito  therey  Vith  a  colraitd 
handkerchief  about  his  neck  ? 

A.  Ye0. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  he  leave  your  bouse  f 

A.  I  belicTe  it  was  on  the  2d  of  December. 

Q.  Was  tha*  the  day  of  the  riot  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether,  the  day  before  that,,  ha 
had  any  company  to  dine  with  him  I 

A*  Yes,  I  beliere  he  had. 

Q,  Do  you  know  their  names  i 

A.  Yes,  two  gentlemen  of  ^  name  of  Evana. 

Q.  The  father  and  the  son, 

A.  Yes.  - 

Q.  On  the  9d  day  of  December,  &e  day  of  die  riots;  do 
yon  icmember  what  time  he  went  out  in  the  morning ) 

A.  No,  1 4o  not 

•  4 
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(k  Bid  b^'leaiieVBro^iA the  Morning? 

A.  Yes.  « 

Q,  Did  he  odl  again  in  ikte  coiirs6  of  the  day  f 

A.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tbistlewood,  bat  I  understood  he 
was  tbene  agaio  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  he  sleep  there  that  night  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  any  more  since  that  time  ? 

J.  No. 

Q.  Had  he  before  that  time  given  you  any  notice  of  any 
inftwtioii  to  go  away  from  the  house  on  that  day  i 

A.  No,  not  any. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Thistlewood  and  the  child  remam  'th^e 
t^p^aigbt  of  th^  Monday  r . 

il.  Yes. 

Q..He  went  away  that  evening,  leaving  his  mnt6  akd 
child  there  ?  ...» 

A.  Yes. 

.0^  When  did  they  leave  yonr  hmahi  > 

A.  On  the  following  evening. 

Barbara  Smeed  swgrn. 
Exami$iMd  Inf  Afir.  BichardMm* . 
Q.  I  believe  you  are  the  wife,  of  ThoiiiaaSai0cd4  .Ue 
you  not? 
•4.  Yes.  .  •..     . 
Q.  Does  he  keep  the  Braiscn  Head  ignkiifL-homef  hi 
Upper  Lisson-street,  near  Paddidgton  ?  .*  .  ( 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  yanc  house  ftei|ueiibed  by  navigatoiii  or  persons 
working  on  the  canal  i  <  -  .  * 

A*  A  great  many* 

6..  The  Prince  ftegeolib:  Gaaaa  and  the  Faddkigtte 
Canal? .  '  •    "  :    ;      ./...•*•••.' 

A.  Yes.  .    :.  \  .->/  A 
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Q.  Do  yM  recoll6iet  at  my  time  any  gttttenm  eMjDg 
there  and  treating  the  navigatorai 

A.  J  remember  there  were  some  men  came  in. 

Mr*  WethertU.  It  is  too  {generally  put,  unless  it  is  coo- 
nected  with  any  gentlemen  afterwards. 

Mr.  RicharcUon.  Do  you  remember  any  gMtlemen  treat- 
ing the  navigators  with  beer  at  your  house^  m  November 
last?. 

ji.  I  cannot  say  when;  but  I  remember  some  ttea 
coming  in  and  treating  some  men  wiib  beer. 

Q.  What  men  i 

A.  I  cannot  say  whom ;  different  people. 

Q.  Were  there  any  bills  brooght  about  any  meeting? 

A.  There  were  some  bills  brought  in  and  put  on  thetaUe. 

Q.  Do  yon  kaow  wlwk  bills. they  were? 

A.  No,  I  did  not  look  at  them  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  they  about  the  S|ia^Mi  mattiag  i 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  what  they  were  &bont.bt  the  tim^  tti^ 
were  brought  to  the  house  ?         .       . 

A.  I  never  noticed  tiMin. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  one  ctfihem  t 

A.  There  was^iah^l^ap,  bilk h  was ^akesi^iM* 

Q.  Who  took  £t^dowaf   .  .    .     / 

A.  One  of  onr  officers. 

Q.  What  officer— «  parish  officer  i  '.  > 

A»  One  of  the  parish  officers. 

Q.  Cam  yo^  state  to. u8;'ociimt,>hether  that  kill  Tiii 
abont  the  Spa^iftUs  meeting)  ?) 

A.  I  cannot  say  what  it  waBiabbofe  ;  it  w«s>takmiid^wiw 

d  Was  that  bill  pnt^lq^iibeBaidefilnons  who  tlrtatU 
the  men.  ' '    .^ 

A,  It  was*'-   'M.    I        '  '  .1 

Mr.  Justice  AbboHi  iBowr  icmg  rwias' it  ihefeiv  k  iMi 
taken  down?  '  ..it 
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^.  It  was,  taken  down  thatday^  or  the  next  moniuig ; 
I  cannot  say  which  it  was. 

Isaac  Bentley  sw&rm^ 
Exammed  by  Mn  Gume^. 

Q.  Whatawyonf 

A>  A  smith* 

Q.  In  the  m<»tfa  ^of  NoTember  last  where  was  your 
workshop  F 

A.  No.  a6,  Hart-street,  CoTent-garden. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  hoose  did  ybn  work  im  i 

A.  The  cellar— the  kitchen. 

Q.  That  lies  undergronnd  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Castle  i 

A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Did  be  make  any  application  to  yon  respectmg  the 
making  of  any  thing  in  iron  i 

A4  Yes,  he  did. 

d  What  sort  of  things? 

A'  I  did  not  know  him  before  that. 

Q.  Bnt  you  knew  him  then  i 

A.  He  came  and  wanted  to  make  a  pattern. 

Q.  How,  for  him  to  make  a  pattern,  where? 

A.  At  my  place. 

Q.  At  your  forge  i  ~ 

jOi»  Tes. 

Xtf  What  answer  did  yoo  make  to  that  application  i 

A.  I  made  it  myself;  but  I  did  not  finish  it. 

Q.  What  became  of  it  then  ? 

A.  He  took  and  filed  it  up  himsdf* 

Q.  Did  he  take  it  from  you,  or  leave  it  with  yon? 

A.  He  took  it  away ;  I  never  saw  it  any  more. 

4tU-  How  soon  did  you  see  him  again  ? 

ii.  I  cannot  exactly  tell,  it  might  be  an  hour. 


Q.  Wtet  more  did  he  say  to  yon  i 

A*  He  told  me  to  get  on  with  them  theo. 

Q.  How  many  ? 

A.  About  fifty,  I  think ;  but  I  cannot  exactly  tell. 

Q.  Did  he  say  what  they  were  wrated  for  i 

A.  He  told  me  they  were  to  put  upon  a  fence* 

Q.  A  fence  for  what  i 

A.  A  fence  for  a  rabbit^wanen,  or.  a  park,  or  MMnethiog 
of  that  sort. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  make  for  hhn  in  fact  i 

A.  Tvifo  hundred  and  fifty. 

Q.  Did  he  give  yon  the  first  order  for  the  whole, 
or  how? 

A.  Before  I  had  made  the  fifty  he  told  me  to  get  on  with 
■lore ;  indeed  before  I  had  made  any  he  told  me  to  get  on 
with  more. 

Q.  Did  he  give  yon  any  money  in  advance? 

A.  Yesj  he  did. 

CL  How  much  ? 

A.  Ten  shilUngs. 

Q.  By  what  time  in  November  were  they  made  ? 

A.  Against  the  pth. 

Q.  Against  Lord  Mayor's  day  ?*  . 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  came  for  them  on  Loid  Mayor's  day  i 

A*  CSastle  and  another  man. 

QL  What  had  they  to  put  them  in  ? 

A.  Two  nail  bags. 
.    Q.  Did  they  both  gate  your  cellar? 

A.  They  both  came. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  them  to  them  ? 

A.  They  put  them^ into  the  bags,  and  took  diem  awiy; 
I  stood  by.   . 

Q.  Q^ore  they  iw^k  th«A  away  wereyon  paid  Ar  thei»  ? 

A.  Oh  yes.  .  ..j  /  .  ,  , 


Q.  At  what  house  did  7011  roeeive  yow.BiOQ^;E . 

A.  AtMr.WuikfieId'8.    . 

Q.  Where  is  that  P  . ' 

A.  The<ionier  of  Leg-^Ieyi  io  Iicmg^acie* 

Q.  Did  yoQ  gite  abUl  aad  receipt  \  .  « 

A.  I  gave  00  reoeipt,  nor  yet  a  bill ;  I  gave  •  biV  wbat 
they  came  to,  bat  they  paid  me  for  th^fli,  and  qever 
required  apy  reedpt^  I  do  not  know  wbetber  tbey  had 
the  bill  or  not. 

Q.  Bat  you  madea  bill  out  of  what  they  ^sm^  to  ? 

A.  I  did. 
.  O.  Were  they  both  together  when  you  received  the 
money  at  Winkfield's  ? 

A  Yes. 

Q.  Then«  aAei  yon  had  receiived  your  jnoney,  did  yMk 
go  together  to  your  cellar  ? 

A.  Yes.  .     ^  > 

Q.  Didyou  hear  the  name  of  the  other  perftoa  mentioned  f 

A.  Mo,  nothing  but  Sir.  .  ; 

Q.  Look  at  these  [sAoivtng  wmtigikt  hmA^ tfo  tht  aii/niMv] 
were  tho^  like  the  pike  tiealls  you  inadei  » 

A.  Yes,  those  are  the  same. 

Q.  You  know  your  own^wockl  1 

A.  Yes,  I  do. 

(2.  ThQ&e^ethesMni&i     .  ,\ 

A.YeB.  .  \^ 

Q.  The  remainder  are  wdieriieathyoafia  a  hoiiiiyoiijtmy 
look  at  them. 

Jlfr.  Justice  BayUff.  That  :ia|he  bag  Vinery  pMduc^? 

Jlfr.  Gumey.  Yes  it  is,  my  £x>rd%  ThmS'  are.^l.tthe 
same;  are  they?  •.      ......     .'.» 

vi^^es^  ihtyare;  Ihavd8Qta.tb6i».bctfoiie^  /..i  A. 

Cros»-eramtii€<f  6y  ilfr.  WethenlL 
Hi  I  Annk  ydiv  say  they  dMMtMe^rcdieft'iifc^ 
^.  No,  they  did  not.  '  '        '^ 
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Q.  What  was  the  jimmtj  they  paid  yo«  t 

A.  Whether  under  or  over  five  pounds  I  cAnpot  la j,  bat 
they  did  not  require  a  receipt* 

lard  EUenborough.  There  was  some  paper  tak^u  afray, 
I  think  you  say  i 

Mr.  IVeihereil.  I  underatcodyou  to  alQr  you  belief e  they 
did  not  take  a  bill  ? 

ji.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that 

Q.  You  are  certain  you  did  not  give  a  receipt  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  are  coflunon  spikes  I   . 

A.  I  call  them  spikes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ttaihibcHire  a  thvag  oaUed  a  pike  { . 

A.  I  cannot  say  thai  I  have, 
'   O.  HaveyonseenanchpikedAsaiepatonthe^Wp^  a 
a  spear  by  soldiers  ? 

A.  I  never  made  any  of  them^  .      ' 

Q.  These  are  for  a  fencei'^e  end  to  be  stuokia,  «id 
the  other  to  stand  out. 
t  A.  'Yes.  •''•'<''•.  ^ 

A.  Yes,  he  did.  .,  ..     S  •  ' 

a.  When  1m  ordered  the  fimpttroeliVtfwVitooe;  , 

^.  No,  John  Harrison  was  with  him. 

:Q.  Did  Casde  tell  you  what  they  werelbri ....    «.  . 

•  A*.  He  told  me  they  were  for  aFAbbitwanreAy/or  aifeoof^ 

or  something  of  that  sort.  -        . ; 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  that  Ctfstte  filed  out  It- 
self f 

A*  Yes.  '.,11.  ; 

Q.  You  made  a  pattern  one  yourself,  and  then  he  made 
some  alterations  f 

A.  He  filed  it  up,  and  made  it  sharp  at  the  point,    < ) 

Q.  He  came  after  the  first  pattern  spike  was  v^$^  .9Qd 
flidemlfifiyi  4idhej  ij 
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A.  Aboat  fifty ;  fifty  were  ordered. 

Q.  Then  he  came  a  second  limey  and  ordered  yon  to 
make  two  hundred  and  fifty  i 

A.  From  ihat  to  five  hundred ;  from  thai  as  many  as  I 
could  get  made. 

Q.  Inpointof  fact,  two  boadred  and  fifty  was  the  whole 
of  what  you  got  made  i 

A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  Those  never  had  been  filed  up  i 

A.  They  had  not. 

Q.  The  one  Castle  filed  up  was  made  sharper  than  those  ? 

A.  Quite  sharp. 
.    Q.  Were  the  square  angles  filed  off? 

A,  No,  only  made  with  a  sharper  point. 

Q.  .Was  the  one  he -filed  up  materially  sharper  than 
those  ? 

A'  A  great  deal  sharper. 

Q.  He  did  that  in  your  shop  i 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  apply  to  you  afterwards  to  file  those .  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  the  same  manner  as  those  he  took  away  I 

A.  No,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Castle  much  of  a  workman,  that  he  cam^  to 
understand  this  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know;  he  seemed  to  handle  the! file  tery 
well  \  I  never  saw  him  handle  a  hammer,  therefore  I  dan* 
not  say. 

Q.  Where  did  Castle  introduce  himself  to  you  I  ! 

A.  I  never  saw  the  man  in  my  life  before.  I  never  knew 
the  man  till  he  came  to  the  shop. 

.'  ^ 
Re-examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  IKd  youluiow  Harrison  before? 

il.  Yes. 

(L  If  those  lying  before  you  were  filed  up^  tb^^mtg^t' 
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be  made  at  sharp  as  the  pattern  one  which  jott  made,  and 
he  filed. 

A.  Tbej  could  be  made  as  sharp. 

Mr.  JwKiiet  Abboit.  Had  yon  ever  before  thia.time  made 
aojthing  of  that  sort  for  fences  as  sharp  as  those  P 

ji.  Never. 

Mr.  Wetherell.  Will  your  Lordship  ast  him  whether  he 
had  ever  made  any  thing  of  this  kind  for  fences  before  t 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  Had  you  ever  maide  any  thing  of 
this  kind  for  fences  before  ? 

A.  I  never  had ;  I  never  had  an  order  for  such  bdbre'. 

miUam  WinkfiM,  m^m. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  Do  yon  keep  a  public  house  at  the  comer  of  Leg- 
alley.  Long-acre  i 

A- Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  man  who  stands  near  you? 
(Bemkf.) 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  him  in  company  with  two 
other  persons  at  your  house  last  N  o vember  ? 

An  Yes,  the  beginning  of  November.  i 

CL  Was  Castle  one  of  those  two  i 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

CL  But  there  were  two  .other  persons  i 

A.  There  were  two  men ;  one  a  shortish  gentleman,  and 
the  other  tall. 

Q.  Did  they  drink  together  at  your  house  P 

A.  Yes,  they  had  a  pint  of  porter.  . 

Q.  You  took  the  reckoning,  and  gave  them  the  change 
upon  it? 

A.  Yes^  I  changed  Bentley  a  pound  note. 
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Thomas  Cox,  sworn. 
JExamittcd  by  Mr.  Gunuy. 

^  Id  whote  emplojinent  were  yoa  in  Koivcmber  i 

A.  MeifTB.  Parkes   and    Company,    in   Bcoad-streel, 
Bloomsbury. 

Q.  Are  they  ironmongers  i 

A.  Yea,  they  are. 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  one  morning  in  November,  any 
person  coming  and  enquiring  for  nail-bags  i 

A.  Yes,  one  person  came. 

Q.  How  many  nail-bags  did  he  ask  for  i 

A.  Two. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  him  two  i 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Was  it  an  old  or  a  young  man  ? 

A.  I  did  hot  take  notice  of  him. 

Q.  Tall  or  short? 

A.  About  five  feet  nine  or  ten  inches. 
*    QL  As  much  as  that,  do  you  think  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  old  nail-bags  commonly  enquired  after  ? 

A.  Yes,  always ;  we  sell  them  to  any  person.  • 

0.  And  you  sold  two  to  this  person  f 

A.  Yes;  I  sent  them  out  of  die  warehouse  ihto  the 
shop ;  and  he  paid  for  them,  and  took  them  away. 

Cros^-exMmnti  by  3fr.  Serjeani  Copley* 

Q.  You  deal  commonly  in  these  articles  i     . 

A.  Yes,  we  do. 

CL  And  you  sold  them  in  the  usual  way  i 

A.  Yes. 

Lord  EXlenborough.  I  think  we  may  as  well  pause  here. 
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COURT  OF  KING'S  BENCH. 

JMdqgf,  13M  Jmm  t«t7. 

[Jame$  Watton  tba$  tet  to  the  bar,  and  Arthur  1%istle90odf 
John  Hooper,  and  I%oma$  Pretton,  in  the  uaU 
immtduitehf  behind^ 

Mr.  WiUiam  Tutt  warn. 
Examined  by  Mr^  Attorney  General. 
d  HAVE  you  my  office  io  di^  Tpwcr  ? 

Q.  What  office  have  you  there  ? 

^.  I  am  piiacip^l  ckik  of  tb^  Woiks  in  the  Onbinoe 
department. 

CL  How  long  bive  you  tmid^  ui  tb6  Tower  I 

A.  About  twelve  j^ar»# 

Q.  Be  so  good  as  to  look  at  that  paper — [on^  of  $he 
paper$  fwmi  fm  fAf  jinioitfrj-^Po  y^u  Imaw  tb«  Tower, 
and  all  the  parts  of  itf 

A.Yt9,Uo. 

Q.  What  does  that  paper  appear  to  you  to  be  a  plan  of; 

A.  It  is  a  lo^gh-hand  ^keiob  of  some  pfurt  of  ibe  inter- 
^  fatt  «f  ^eTowar ;  it  i$  wx  by  My  a«ale  wbfitever. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  WetherelL 

Q.  You  ure  a  very  respectable  officer  under  Govern* 
mcnt ;  do  you  happen  to  be  any  thiujj;  of  an  antiquaiy  I 

A.  No,  1  am  not. 

Q,  Jh  you  mean  to  ^y,  that  any  person  might  jiot 
oiake  spcb  a  di^etcb  as  that,  wi^out  any  difficulty  ? 

A.  These  is  aot  a  great  d^al  of  difficulty  in  tbi^  i 

Q.  Did  you  ^ver  9ae  a  map  of  the  interior  and  fxterior 
of  the  Tower,  which  you  may  buy  for  a  MHing  I 

Vol.il  H 
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Jl.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  ev€r  see  the  plan  published  by  the  AntU 
quarian  Society  i 

A.  I  have  a  regular  plan ;  who  it  is  by,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Yottoever.saw  the  plan  published  by  the  Antiquarian 
Society^         .  . 

A.  Ho. 

Q.  Have  you.  any  curiosity  to  see  such  a  thing  i 

A.  I  have  a  plan  myself. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  there  is  a  print,  framed  upon  a 
scale,  shewing  the  interior  and  exterior,  with  its  bastions 
and  walls,  and  the  ordnance  department,  and  every  part, 
which  may  be  bought  at  a  shilling,  at  any  print-shop  in 
London? 

A.  I  never  saw  it ;  I  have  one  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  Be  ao  jgood  as  to  let  me  see  it. 

[The  mtnm  produced  it.} 

Q.  This  is  a  drawing  of  the  Tower  I 

Q.  Yes. 

Q.  Cast  your  eye  over  this  eighteen-penny  sketch  of  the 
Tower  [handing  a  plan  to  the  witness.'} 

Mr.  Jmtiu  Abbott.  What  is  the  object  of  your  exaui- 
nation  ? 

Jtfr.  Wetherett.  My  object  is  fhis :  this  plan  is  put^in 
to  dheWy  I  presume,  some  inferior  inspection  of  the  Tovrer; 
I  mean  to  shew,  that  a  military  scale  of  it  is  pnrdiasable 
at  any  shop  in  London. 

Ijord  Ellenborough.  I  think  there  might  be  a  public 
mischief  in  examining  an  officer  of  the  Tower,  as  to  the 
accuracy  ^of  such  a  plan. 

Mr.  Wetherett.  1  would  say,  distinctly,  if  the  Tower  of 
London  were  accessible,  that  it  was  the  doty  of  Govern- 
ment not  to  permit  diatplanto  be  printed;,  but  if  it  is 
insinuated  they  have  been  fpmg  abrat  to  get  a  plan  of 
Ae  Tower— 
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Lord  EUaiborough.  They  flheir/by  this  pUn,  tMat  thf 
penons  io  whose  custody  thn  was  fbaod,  were  otmtem* 
plating  the  interior  of  the  Tower,  with  a  view  to  obtaimng 
access  to  it ;  and  nodiing  further  is  meant. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayky.  You  may  prove  that  prints,  con- 
taining a  plan  of  the  Tower,  may  be  purcbasedj  bat  you 
cannot  ask  whether  they  are  accurate. 

Lord  ElUnbarough.  It  is  facilitating  the  means  of  in- 
vading  the  Tower,  to  which  no  good  subject  would  lend 
himself. 

Mr.  WethertlL  No  considerations  woald  induce  me  to 
press  the  subject  when  I  find  that  to  be  your  Lordship's 
opinion ;  I  merely  meant  to  meet  the  thing. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  called  this  witness  to  prove 
that  drawing  was  a  plan  of  the  Tower. 

Jlfr.  Wetherell.  Let  me  see  it.  [A  was  handed  to 
Mr.WtthereU.'\ 

Mr,  WilUam  Thompton  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Topping, 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  loi.  Fetter-lane. 

Q.  Do  you  live  near  Greystoke-place  ? 

A.  The  comer  of  it.  ! 

Q.  Do  you  know  N^  9 1 

A.  Yes.      , 

Q.  Are  you  the  ground  landlord  of  that  house  ? 

A,  My  father  is. 

Q.  You  know  the  bouse,  N*  9  ? 

A,  Very  well. 

Q.  What  does  it  consist  of  i 

il.  Two  rooms  on  a  floor. 

Q.  A  firont  room  and  a  back  room)  ^  ^ 

A.  Yes. 

at 
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a  IlaT«  die  baclr  roMM  any  wmd«i«t  ia  ihem? 

A.  Yes,  bnt  it  ii  a  bonowcd  light. 

0.  Haw  tkej  any  windows  exteroaltjr  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  are  the  bade  looov  lighted? 

A-  From  a  sky«Iight  on  the  landing-place. 

Mr.  Juiiice  Abbott.    Is  that  the  case  with  all  of 
or  with  the  vpper  one  only  i 

Mr*  Toppimg.    The  back  roomsy  I  take  lor  granted, 
open  upon  the  staircase  i 

A.  Ho,  into  the  front  room. 
.  CL  And  they  are  lighted  by  a  light  from  the  top  i 

A.  Yes. 

CL  Your  fiuher,  you  say,  is  the  ground  landlord  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Wood  owns  the  house  under  your  father^  then  i 

A*  I  es. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  house  being  to  be  let  ? 

Jk*  Yes* 

CL  Was  there  a  reference  to  yon,  as  the  person  who  was- 
to  let  it  for  yoar  lather  i 

A.  No,  we  only  held  the  key. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  Wauon  the  elder? 

A.  No,  I  cannot  say  I  do. 

Q>  Do  you  see  him  here  i 

A.  I  cannot  say  I  know  Mr.  Watson. 

Q.  Was  any  application  made  to  yoa,  in  the  month  of 
September,  for  the  taking  of  that  house  ? 

A.  There  were  a  great  many  applications  for  it. 

Q.  In  the  month  of  September? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say  in  what  monlb. 

Q.  However;  you  do  not  know  t)ie  prisoner  Watson  ? 

^.  No. 
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Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

CL  In  the  month  of  November  last^  did  yon  live  al  N*  i^ 
Dean-street,  Fetter-laae  i 

A.  I  did. 

Q,  Did  Mr.  Watson  take  any  lodging  at  your  hovse? 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  Mn  Wataon  the  elder? 

4.  Mr.  Watson  the  elder. 

.  Q.  This  gentleman  lfrakon2  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  second  Spa*fields  mteting  was 
it  that  he  took  that  lodging  ? 

A.  He  took  it  on  the  Wednesday  before  ths  fint  meet- 
ing. 

Q.  How  long  was  be  there  ? 

A.  He  was  there  from  Wednesday  afiemoon  till  Monday 
night. 

Q.  Then  he  was  there  but  five  days  i 

A.  I  did  not  see  him  Bfier  Monday  night. 

CL  Was  that  Monday  njgh^  the  Monday  night  of  the 
Spapfields  meeting } 

Mr.  Juitice  Abioit.  He  came  on  the  Wednesday,  did 
he? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Gtimey.    Was  it  the  day  of  the  riots  be  hhl 

A.  The  day  of  the  riots. 

Q.  I  mean  the  riots  when  Mr.  Piatt  was  shot  ? 

ji.  Yes, 

Q.  It  was  the  Wednesday  before  that  day  he  came  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

Q.  Did  he  take  a  lodgmg  for  himself  only,  or  for  hunself 
and  any  other  person  ? 

A.  For  himself  and  his  son. 
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Q.  WhBi  was  the  lodgiog  which  he  took  I 

A.  A  parlour. 

CL  Any  other  room  ? 
■  A.  No." 

Q.  Was  there  a  bed  in  that  parlour  f 

A.  There  was. 

Q:  Then  it  was  parlour  and  sleeping-room  both  ? 

A.  ft  was. 

Q.  Did  they  both  sleep  there  from  the  Wednesday  till 
the  Mondaj'  ? 

A,  For  aught  as  I  know^  the  bed  was  to  be  made  every 
day. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  the  day  was  the  bed  usually  made  { 

A.  Generally  towards  the  evening. 

Q.  Were  there  one  key  or  two  keys  to  the  parlour-door  f 

A.  Two  keys. 

Q.  Had  they  both  or  one  of  them  ?  S 

A,  They  had  both  keys. 

Q.  Was  ydur  street-door  kept  locked,  or  upon  the  latch  ? 

A,  Upon  the  latch. 

Q.  Then  could  they  get  in  and  out  as  they  pleased, 
williout  InterfeHng  With  you,  or  Calling  you  ? 

A.  They  could. 

Q.  On  the  Sunday,  the  day  before  Mr.  Watson  went 
away,  were  there  any  persons  there  to  dinner  i 

A.  There  were  several  in  the  room ;  I  did  not  see  them 
sit  down  to  dinner. 

Q.  Were  there  several  in  the  room  at  the  time,  or  after 
the  time  you  had  carried  in  dinner  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  several  in  the  room  at  the  time  I  took 
in  dintjer? 

Q.  Hpd  you  seen  any  of  the  persons  who  were  there  at 
thnt  time  in  the  course  of  the  week  f 

A.  I  think  I  had. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  them  there  i 
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^.  Yes,  IB  the  pttlour*. 

Q.  Do  jam  know  Mr.  Hooper  t 

A.  I  thiDk  I  do. 

Q.  Look  at  that  gentleman  next  the  warder,  in  the 
second  row,  and  see  wbethcr  he  is  the  penon  yon  mean. 

A.  I  really  could  not  sweer. 

Q.  What  do  yon  believe  I 

A.  I  believe  there  wa$  somebody,  something  like  his 
ftoe. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  oa  diat  diqr  >  ^  Snnday  at  dinner } 

X  Yea. 

CL  And  in  the  course  of  the  week  preceding  i 

XYes. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  seeing  Mn  Preston  there  f 

A.  Yes. 

CL  Did  yon  see   Mr.  Tbistlewood  there,  or  do  yon 
remember  him  } 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  I  mean  that  gentlemaD  now  standing  np  { 

A.  He  is  altered  in  hia  dresa:  I  tlunk  he  is  Ae  same 
gentleman. 

Q.  How  was  he  dressed  when  yon  used  to  see  htm  there? 

A.  In  light  grey  pantaloons,  and  a  dark  blae  or  a  dark 
green  coat ;  I  really  cannot  recollect  which. 

Q.  And  a  white  handkerchief,  or  a  coloored  silk  hand* 
kerchief? 

A.  A  white  handkerchief. 

Q.  I  mean  by  handkerchief,  neckdotb  i 

wd.  Yes. 

Q.  As  yon  say  the  two  Watsons  had  been  there  from 
the  Wednesday  till  that  Sunday,  the  day.  when  these  per* 
«ons  came ;  did  yon  see  what  was  npon  the  table  when  thcj 
were  together  ? 

4«  I  did  not  notice  particnlarly. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pens  and  ink  and  paper  I 

B4 
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A.  t  nave  seen  pens  and  ink  and  pipir  lie  011  the  taMe; 
I  did  not  take  any  notice. 

Q.  Did  they  go  in  and  out  mnch  or  littfe  i 

A.  fieiog  iiway  ftom  that  part  of  the  kioiiflt>  tbc^  migkt 
go  in  and  oat  often^  and  I  not  tee  tbern*    . 

Q.  On  the  Monday  moniii^^^  did  the  tiM  Mr.  IK^tMis 
go  out  t 
\i.  t  did  not  see  thMi  go  Mt  f 

Q.  Did  you  find  they  were  gone  ont  i 

A.  YeA,  I  (bnnd  the  windows  were  dOMd. 

€L  How  early  in  the  morning  did  yon  find  ttef  fMre 
gone  ont  i 

A.  I  think  as  early  as  nine  o*clock. 

a  And  th^  Windows  you  say  wei^  cloiid  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  dtber  of  them  remifti  ahotft  #liat 
time? 

A.  I  had  not  seen  any  of  them  all  day  tUl  night,  ab^nt 
candle-light. 
'   Oi  Which  earn*  tihto  ? 
'A.  The  elder  Watson. 

Q- What  did  he  say  t6  yiMK,  whefr  be  eaiM  f 

ji.  Htr  adr«d,  If  w«;  had  seen  hia  MMk 

Q.  Had  you  seen  his  ion  f 

Q.  You  told  him  so,  then  i 
il.Yes. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  tA  yOd  fbr^ 

4.  He  said  he  had  got  the  key  of  the  parlour;  his  Mb 
had,  and  he  eonld  not  get  in. 

Q.  Did  he  toy  one  key,  ot  mote  than  6ne  i 

A.  He  said  the  k^eya,  I  think ;  and  luy  hnAtmd  gavt 
Mr.  Watson  another  key. 

CL  And  that  admitted  him  i       - 

J.  I  fancy  «o$  I  did  not  see  MDr.Wsatgoii  ifter  ilkau 
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A.  Nerer ;  not  till  this  present  tii^e* 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you,  when  you  let  him  in  at  that  timei  of 
anjr  intfutiiia^he  hid  of  leaTi^g  yoitf  lodging  that  night  i 

A^  He  said  nothing  at  all  about  that. 
r(L  W^ieihelhSogswhidi  were  left  in  thni  room  fttcM 
away  shortly  afterwards  by  any  person  i 

A.  Thtire  w^ie  sobm  gneat  eoataia  tkenom  that  night, 
and  the  next  day  I  did  not  see  them* 

Q.  Whatever  things  were  left  thtra  after  thfH,  who 
fetdied  them  away  i 

JL  I  did  jaoi  see  mmy  body  take  them  away* 

Q.  Weie  there  any  things  ieft  in  (he  rnoni  besidesthe 
great  coats  ? 

A.  A  snali  dctftsing-<aM  and  an  idutand. 

Q.  Some  little  thmgs  f 
.     A-  Yes. 

Q.  By  whom  aftcrwaida  weie  Ihny  fetched  away  ? 

A.  They  wem  kept  m  our  pomnmion^  and  afterwards  a 
young  woman  was  going  into  the  mom ;  ibe  was  opening 
the  door  with  a  key,  and  my  bopbaad  roofc  tbek^  {rqm  her. 
Y  CL  Did  PieH9n4)oine  there  afkrwiypda? 

A.  The  yoong  woman  went  and  brought  her  felher. 

Q.  She  came  on  the  Tuesday,  your  husband  took  t^ 
kqr  from  her,  and  she  went  and  fetched  her  father  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  one  of  the  keys  which  yon  had  ghren  the 
Mr.  Watsons  ? 

A.  Ye%  I  fency  it  was;  we  did  not  take  any  partioolar 
notice  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  find  it  open  the  door  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  yon  e? tt  see  young. Mr.  Watson  nftei  thiit  4ay, 
the  Monday  of  the  lioli  f 

A*  Meyer* 
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ilr.  Judke  AbboH.  Ilieii  joa  had  three  keys  thai  would 
•pen  thia  parlour-door  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  yon  coold  get  in  at  any  time,  while  they 
were  out? 

A.  I  oeifer  went  in  to  make  the  bed  with  my  key^huton 
that  Monday  night. 
•  Q.  WhHe  they  were  outyoa  did  not  go  mto  the  room  i 

A.  On  the  Monday  I  did* 

Q.  But  not  before? 

A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  went  in,  in  their  ab|eiide>^  with  your  key  i 

A.  No;  I  went  in  afterwards  with  the  key;  on  die 
Monday  evening  they  had  been  away  all  day. 

Q.  They  did  not  come  home  till  candle-light,  and  yoa 
went  in  before  they  came  home  I 

A.  I  did. 

Johndiilmgmom.      . 
Examimtd  bjf  Mtr.  Bicimrdam^ 

Q.  What  regiment  do  you  belong  to? 

A.  The  third  foot  guards. 

Q.  Were  you  quartered  for  some  time  at  a  house  in  New 
Norfolk'-screet,  called  the  Ci^  of  Norwich  Arms  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Near  Park-lane^  is  it  not  ?  • 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  become  acquainted  there  with  Castle  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time,  or  not,  treat  you  or  your  com- 
panions with  beer  ?  . 

il.  Yes. 

CL  Who  do  you  mean  by  your  companions  ? 

A.   There  were  four  young  m^jen  who  lodged  in  the 
house  widi  me,  servants  out  of  place. 

Q<  How  often  was  that  done  ? 
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A.  I  Miere  be  was  dicre  three  times,  as  fiur  as  I  can 
recollect. 

Q.  Did  be  treat  you  and  others  each  of  those  times } 

A.  He  treated  me  erery  time  I  was  there,  when  I  was 
off  daty.    I  cannot  say  exactly  to  treating  the  others. 
'  Q.  Was  any  person  with  him. at  any  of  those  times) 

A*  Once  a  gentleman  was  with  him. 

Q.  How  was  that  gentleman  dressed  i 

A.  He  had  got  a  great  coat  on,  he  was  dreised  wy 
geDteelly ;  I  did  not  pay  partieolar  attention  to  his  dress. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  great  coat? 

Am  I  reoolkct  one  of  .the  serf  ants  sayings  it  was  a  French 
great  coat;  afterwards  I  did  not  take  particular notioe. 

Q.  Was  he  a  tall  man,  at  a  short  man  f 

it.  I  did  not  take  partieolar  notice  of  that 

Q.  Was  Castle  there  at  that  time? 

A.  Yes, 

Q.  What  was  the  conversation  about  i 

A*  1  do  not^pecoUect  how  it  begsn. 

0.  Do  you  remeniber  any  thing  being  said  i 

A.  Castle  told  me  that  tbegeoUeman  had  been  a  lien- 
tenant 

Mr.  Jtutiu  Btttfl^.    That  was  m  the  gentleman's  pre* 
senoe  was  it  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  do  not  know  tiiat  thogentlonan  heard  him. 

Mr.  Jtiehofium.    Was  it  spoken  loud  enough  for  him 
to  hear  it  or  not  i 

A.  I  beliere  it  was. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  same  room  near  to  you  at  the  time  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  company  together  i 

A.  Yes,  we  were  in  company  together. 

a  What  else?       . 

A.  He  told  me  that  be  had  bttdy  come  from  France ; 
I  bad  lately  come  from  Franoe  mysdf. 
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Q.  Did  (he  gtademftn  say  he  hftd  klelj  coMe  fi«m 
Franoef 

il- Ye«. 

.  Q.   Did  the  gentleaum  wtake  onj  observtiioD  t#  you 
widi  respect  to  your  atnmtioD  in  the  anny  I 

A^  Yd,  he  wai  talking  aboat  Paris  and  diffeKOt  piita 
of  France  that  he  had  been  in. 

a  Did  he  make  any  ohsenrataon  apon  yonr  dress  or 
yenr  sitviation  i 

A.  I  do  not  know  bow  the  con^ewation  began.  I  was 
jnst  reduced  from  being  seijcant;  I  had  got  a  Serjeant's 
jacket  on,  and  die  kce  wasoff  it;. I  had  had  it  tamed 
by  a  tailor;  and  the  cooTeisation  turned  npen  how  I  came 
to  be  reduced ;  I  said  how  I  came  to  be  reduced. 

Q.  Tell  us  the  conversation  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recoUaction,  he  said  it  was  a  |tity 
they  should  reduce  men  for  such  trifles ;  something  to  that 
effect.    I  do  not  recollect  the  whole  of  the  converselioiK 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  obeenration  abont  Fomee  i    .    - . 

A.  He  was  talking  about  (he  French  amy,  and  that. 
-Q.  What  did  he  say  about thati. 

A.  We  were  talking  a  great  deal  about  it;  I  was  talking 
abcmt  it  as  much  as  he  was, 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  French  army  { 

A*  He  said  promotion  went  on  £l8iec  in  the  French 
army  than  in  the  British,  or  it  went  on  faster  in  the  French 
army. 

Q.  Was  that  said  in  the  same  oonvessation,  in  whkh 
he  asked  you,  why  you  had  been  lednosd  from  being  a 
Serjeant  i 

A.  It  was  in  the  same  evening. 

Q.  How  long  were  jron  in  oompany  with  them  i 

A.  I  dare  say  I  might  be  an  hour. 

CL  Did  either  of  them  pay  for  your  beer  tbKt  evening? 

X  Yesy  i  drank  with  them.         j  . 
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Q.  Did  700  go  away  with  them,  or  npt} 

A.  I  did  not  go  out  of  the  door  with  them ;  but  whan  I 
wcDt  out  of  the  door,  they  were  coming  down  loond  the 
*coroer,  and  I  walked  down  the  itreet  with  them.    ' 

Q.  Was  any  thing  more  said  to  you,  or  not? 

A.  I  do  not  reodleet  the  wh<^  of  the  coDveffiatioa  in 
the  home. 

Q.  But  in  die  street,  or  anywhere? 

A*  Oh«  yes;  I  weat  down  across  the  square  towaada 
Bond^treet,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  chat  going  on 
down  die  street;  the  gendeman  said  very  little  to  me; 
Castle  was  talking  to  me. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  aboat  a  letter  i 

A.  Yes;  Casde  wanted  to  know  where  I  should  be  the 
next  day 

Mr.  WethertU.  Was  this  in  the  hearing  of  the  other 
gentleman  f 

A.  Yes ;  we  were  all  three  together* 

JMTn  IIseibafdMm.  He'  wisYiad  to  know  where  you  would 
be  die  following  day  \ 

A.  Yes;  he  said  he  would comeand  giTeme  apmething 
to  drink,  and  I  told  him  I  thooght  I  should  be  oa  the  Kivg's 
guard. 

Jjoird  Ellenbonwgk.    We  must  know  what  that  day  is. 

Mr.  Rkhardion.  Do  you  remembetf  what  day  tbiswi^f 

A.  No. 

Q.  I^ow  long  was  it  before  the  riots  i 

A.  A  very  liftle  time  heton  the  riots ;  because  I  recot 
iect  Castle  was  talking  about  the  Spa-fields  meetiogii  in 
the  house  to  the  yoimg  men  and  me  that  weve  dimkiug 
with  him. 

Q.  Waa  he  talhiiig  aboiit  a  Spa4elda  meeting  that  wns 
^  he,  or  that  had  been? 

A.  It  was  one  that  wae  to  be. 

Q»  Fcaaa  t)Mt  cMwaMiSMa,  d«  jm  niMmber  wheiber 
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it  was  or  was  not  a  short  time  before  the  Spa-fieMs 
meeting  i 

A.  A  short  time  before* 

Q.  Yoa  said  you  thongfat  you  would  be  the  next  day' 
on  the  King's  guard  \ 

J.  Yes;  or  dse  he  said  he  would  come  and  gire  me 
something  to  drink ;  when  we  got  down  by  Bond-streety 
I  think  it  was  Beikeley-street  we  were  in,  I  told  them,  if 
either  of  the  gentlemen  would  give  me  his  address,  if  I  was 
not  on  the  King's  guard  I  would  send  them  word  where. 
I  was. 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  either  of  them  bis  address  i 

A.  No,  they  spoke  together. 

Q.  Did  they  speak  together  in  such  a  way  that  yo« 
could  hear  what  they  said  i 

A.  No,  they  rather  went  on  one  side. 

Q.  Then  what  did  they  tell  you  ? 

A*  They  told  me  they  would  come  to  the  King's  guards 
and  if  he  could  not  find  me  there,  he  would  inquire  and 
find  me  out. 

Q.  Which  of  them  was  it  said  that  ? 

A.  It  was  Castle. 

Crow-eiraaitncrf  by  Mr.  IVetherelL 

CL  Is  that  one  of  the  Waterloo  medals  you  have  at  your 
breast  there  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  in  th«  battle  of  Wateiloo? 

^.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  time  a  serjeant  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  believe  since  that  time,  for  reasons  which  I  do  not 
here  inquire  about,  you  were  degraded  from  the  rank  of 
Serjeant  to  that  of  a  common  soldier  i 

A.  I  was  not  degraded;  I  resigned  my^dtuatioii.      '  ^ 
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Q.  YoQ  afiorwaidf  became  a  private  loldier  1 
A.  YcB. 

Q.  When  this  convenatioQ  took  place  between  yoa  and 
Gaille,  it  was  at  the  Norfolk  Anns  pablic-hoose? 

A.  The  City  of  Norwich. 

Q.  What  distance  b  diat  from  the  gnard-foom  or  the 
barracks? 

A.  Oar  battafion  lay  at  Knightsbridge  barracks. 

Q.  How  fiur  is  this  place   ftom   the  Knightsbridge 
barracks? 

A.  Half  a  mile. 

Q.  Had  yon  your  regimentals  on  when  yon  had  this 
conversation  i 

A.  No. 
*    Q.  Is  it  not  common  for  soldiers  to  go  to  public^honses 
in  the  evening,  without  theur  regimentals  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  there  net  many  soldiers,  who  when  off  goaid 
work,  and  wear  the  clothes  of  labourers  7 

A.  Yes;  in  the  evening  we  are  not  allowed  to  go  out 
in  our  full  uniform. 

Q.  Is  it  a  regimental  order  that  soldiers  shaD  not  go  out 
in  the  evening  in  their  full  uniform  i 

A.  It  has-  been  at  different  times;  but  the  orders  vary. 

Q.  Then  if  soldieis  go  to  public-houses  in  the  evenings 
the  order  is,  that  they  shall  not  go  in  their  uniform  i 

Mr.  Justiu  Abbott    Not  in  their  full  uniform. 

Mr.  Wetherdl. '  Had  you  any  part  of  your  uniform  as 
a  soldier  on? 

A,  I  had  my  grey  pantaloons ;  my  full  uniform  is  white 
breeches  and  blaek  gaiters,  L  had  not  them  on. 

41  IVhat  coat  had  you? 

A.  Ascailetjaicket. 

Q.  Is  it  not  common  for  them  to  dress  theniiselves  like 
;  Qommon  individuals  I 


A.  Tb€y  may  do  U  if  they  please* 

Q.  At  this  conversation  at  the  Norfolk  Arms,  did  Castle 
begin  th«  convoi^Ktioo  with  yo««  or  did  you  begin  it  with 
liim. 

A.  He  began  it  with  me.     . 

Q.  You  say,  that  at  this  last  time  a  gentleman  came 
with  him;  had  you  known  Castle  before  this  gentleman 
came  with  him. 

A^  Yes;  I  had  been,  I  think;^  twice  in  his  company. 

Q.  Having  been  twice  in  his  company,  you  had.  I  fte- 
sume,  on  those  occasions  conversation  wiA  him, 

A.  He  used  to  give  me  drink* 

Q.  You  had  been  twice  in  Castle's  company  before  yoii 
ever  saw  the  other  gentleman  who  has  been  alluded  to. 

A.  Yes.  Castle  made  me  believe  he  knew  my  father, 
and  brother  and  sister ;  that  be  was  a  townsman  of  mine, 

Q.  What  town  did  he  say  he  came  from?  .  . 

4.  Au>wndowniiiYoikabire. 

a  What  town  is  that } 

A*  KaareshoroQgb. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  your  family  ? 

A.  He  asked  me  to  drink,  and  there  were  s0f»e  yogpg 
men  sitting  widi  me,  and  I  drank  with  him;  it  is  upt 
common  for  soWiers  to  wfuae  any  ibing.  We  got  mto 
Qonvenation  together^  and  be  asked  my  name;  and  he 
•aid  he  knew  my  father,  and  my  brother  and  wster,  and  all 
my  family  veiy  welt 

Q.  Was  this  the  first  Umr  yon  sw  kimi 

A.  The  first  time  that  I  saw  him,  to  my  knowledge* 

Q.  let  tts  bear  what  CasUe  aaidto  yw  the  first  time 
that  you  met  him,  when  this  genOeman  was  not  there  i 

A.  I  do  not  know.  There  was  a  good  deal  flf  flb^t 
going  on  amongst  me  and  the  young  men* 

Q.  What  sort  of  «u)^)e«t  did  Mr.  0»tle«o  ep^Oi  whpn 
he  was  alone  with  you  the  first  time,  m4  tto  «Kb^  y<WMg 
man? 
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A*  I  do  not  jrecollect ;  my  atteDti<Mi  wm  psid  more  to 
the  balb  than  bis  cooTenation ;  we  were  playing  at  baOi« 

CL  You  aaw  him  a  second  lime  alone  t 

J.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  met  him  the  Uiird  time,  did  he  begin  the 
oonyersation  with  you^  ot  you  with  him  ? 

j1.  I  do  not  know;  he  came  into  Ae  house,  and  we  got 
into  ooBvefsation ;  I  cannot  leooUect ;  I  nevcfr  expected 
any  thing  of  this  kind  wooid  be  broaght  forward. 

Q.  Did  Castle  know  Jthat  you  had  become  a  common 
soldier  from  being  a  seijeaBli  or  did  yoo  tell  him  that  t      ' 

jf.  He  knew  when  I  told  him ;  he'dfd  not  know  befim. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  this  when  this  gentleman  was  pre- 
sent, or  at  any  former  time  ? 
*  A.  I  told  him  it  before. 

Q.  When  this  other  gentleman  was  present,  there  was  a 
conversation  about  promotion  in  the  French  army  i 

iL.  I  do  Dot  know  that  it  was  particnlariy  about  that,., 
but  it  happened  to  be  spoken  of. 

Q.  Who  was  it  made  the  obaenratton,'  that  it  was  a  pity 
to  degrade  for  a  triAe  I 

A.  The  gentleman. 

Q.  Then  the  subject  of  conrersation  was  your  having 
become  a  common  soldier  from  being  a  terjeaot  i 

A.  Yes,  that  began  it ;  and  then  it  began  about  France, 
about  Paris. 

Q.  Then  you  walked  down  the  street,  did  you ;  and  you 
saw  nothing  of  these  persons  again  after  that  I 

A.  I  never  saw  the  gentleman  after.  When  I  came  o^ 
guard  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  my  landlord  told  me     ■■■ 

a  Yon  never  saw  the  gentleman  after  t 

A.  No. 

Q*  Did  you  see  Castle  after  i 

A'  I  forget  whether  I  saw  him  after  or  not;  I  think  I 
did  see  him  once  after. 

Vol.  IL  I 
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.  A*  He  dime  domk  H>  the  tbestie  wbeli  I  woik  on  doty; 
be  enquired  what  ihity  l.was  im,  «nd  eame  down  to  me 
there.    I  forget  whether  that  was  after  or  befom  i 

Jke-^amki^  by  Mr*  Richardson. 

^  CU M tbi&QQi&Tera^tiw wbea^ geiuleBHanwa^ pre^ntt 
fhoiigh  joa  M4  nol  fiiU>^^iiB^Mal89  you  hud  «M^h  h^ 
shewyouwer^.4«oldier{.  

X  Yes»  I  had  a  pwd  iiaifcHra9kJ%<i;i?fc  «ritli  gilt  l^utfeons 
anda  thktIe«i|:i|,4W;tlM^.ba)ii^    . 
.  .Q.  Wt^  wi|a4t  yott  <o)d'b>m  ^04  had  hei9ii,dlegf«deiL? 
.;3^.  Castle  brou^fiptFlN  the  ^iH^ty^nd  then  ijlk^^^ 

0.  What  was  it  about ;  wa».H.ftbotttii  ^olliaQ;^    . 

A.  Yes. 

/  O.  ¥oii  aw  a  soUUtK  ift  Aie  iOoWktrea A  regfiMtit  ? 

A.  I  am. 
V  <^  Abailt  the  tittre  bf  lliiB  riois  in  the  Mirtmts,  ^re 
you  stationed  in  the  Tower  ?  *    ■  • 

A>  I  was  not. 

CL  Do  yaa  know  tte  IStobe  Kttchefi  public  ffduse,  in 
theTowert 

il.  Yes. 

CL  A  ^hort  time  before  the  riots  in  the  Minb^ies,  'vrMi 
yo1)  hi  that  public  botise  ? 

A*  I  was. 
'i    Q.  Do  ycto  know  tht  "persoh  tof  Hooper  f 

-A.  I  will  not  swear  to  lilim ;  I  bftre  not  petsbnal  knoi^* 
ledge  enough  of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  ever  saw  him  before  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  had  seen  him  before. 
•   Lord  ElhfAdfi^h.    The  atbhe  Kitchen  is  Ihe  riantt  of 
the  public  house? 
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Mr.  Shepheri.  Yes,  my  Lord,— Two  i6r^lime  dfrr§  beAm 
the  riots  id  the  Minories,  do  you  rememher  seeing  him  ? 
'.  A.  f  nmtto^  «we«r  I  saw  Khh  there  two  orllireeiays 
be/bre ;  I  have  seen  him  once  since  he  hte  been  confined.^ 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  like  biia  i 

j1.  Yes,  from  Areeto  ilv«  Aiysi>efore.       • 

Q,  Was  he  in  the  room  when  you  went  ifi  ?  ' 

A.  I  went  to'the  bar  to  trfl'ibf  a  glass  of  fsfirits,  and  a 
man  came  down  stairs,  and  asked  me  if  I  wonM  go  tip  and 
take  something  to  drink ;  I  tolfl  hrm  1 4id  fiot  wont  «(ny 
thiiig,  bctt  I  went  up  stairs. 

Q.  Did'yoA  stay  there  any  time  f 

A.  Ten  minutes  or -a  qnHfter  ^f  an  fiottTi  bht  that  wait 
theontsid^. 

Q.  'Did  lAiat  mail  sftiew  yon  an^  thing? 

A.  I  saw  a-iaiah  with  a  bunch  of  ifM^ons. 

Q.  Where  did  he  trite  the  iibbons  from  f 

A.  From  -out  of  his  hat,  to  the  best  of  my  kno^edge. 

Q.  What  part  oF  his  liat! 

ii«  From  die  crown  ofit,  )n»ide'thebftt^  I -did  not^ec. 
any  rfbliuns  s^ck  to  the  hat  outside. 

Q.  The  ribbons  be  shewed  you,  he  took  flom  the  ixtiiA» 
of  the  crown  of  his  hat? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  sort  of  ribbons  were  they  f 
-  A.  I  tanhot  speak  to  the  colours  of  them ;  ftey  were 
dark  colours.  * 

€L  What  did  tie  say  to  you  when  he  shewed  them  to 
you? 

A*  I  did  not  hear  any  particular  observations  nradd  upon 
the  colours  of  the  ribbons. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  yon  any  question,  whether  you  bad  seen  • 
them? 

A.  Yes,  he  asked  us,  **  Have  you  e7^  seen  such  a  thing 
Hi  tfnrt  Mfere^''  or  words  to  that  eifect, 

l2 
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.   CL  There  weie  other  soldiers  ia  the  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Atkd  he  9slffd,  geneiaUyi  if  the  soldiers  had  seea  anj 
such  thing  befoos  v 

A*  Yes,  he  asked,  geoeraUy,  if  they  had  seen  any  sacb 
thing  before ;  I  did  not^HMisider  the  con versaiion  addressed 
particularly  to  me. 

HL  Was  it,  generally,  to.the  soldiers  in  the  room  i    . 

A.  Generally* 
,  Q.  Whatelsedidhesay? 

A.  He  asked  us,  should  not  tfs  like  to  have  a  big  loaf; 
and  said,  there  were  very  few  soldiers  but  what  f(plt  Uie 
distress  of  the  timep  as  well  as  others. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say,  as  near  as  yon  can  recollect,? 

JIfr.  Justice  Bayltj/.    Did. he  say  any  thing  more  i 

A.  Yes,  there  was  more  said  than  that;  that  times woold 
never  be  no  better  till  there  was  a  fresh  set  altogether,  or  a 
new  set  altogether. 

iff.  Shepherd.    Did  he  say  any  thing  else  I 
.  A.  I  do  tiet  recollect  any  thing  particular* 

CL  Do  you  recollect  any  thing,  never  mind  whether, 
particular  omotf 

A.  Ho,  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  more*. 

CL  There  were  several  soldiers  in  the  room  i 

A.  Yes.    . 

Q.  Was  there  any  body  else  besides  soldiers,  and  the 
man  you  think  was  like  Hooper  i 

A.  I  did  not  take  any  notice  that  there  were. 

Q.  Were  you  in  regimentals  this  night? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  that  man  before,  at  a  time  when 
you  wereaiot  in  regimenuls  i 

A.  I  cannot  swear  I  Dad. 

^  Q.' But  a  man  like  him  f 

'  ^.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  had  or  opt ;  I  had  i 
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inn  there  before,  bat  I  never  used  to  stop  in  the  house 
any  time;  I  had  leave  from  my  comoianding  officer  to 
aleep  out  of  the  Tower,  and  come  up  once  or  twice  a  week. 

CL  Do  you  think,  at  any  of  those  times,  you  had  seen 
this  man  before? 

A.  No,  because  my  stop  was  very  short. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  the  beer  you  had  i 

J..  I  do  not  know,  I  did  not  see  any  money  pass. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  thing  P 

A.  I  paid  for  a  glass  of  spirits  at  the  bar,  but  I  did  not 
pdy  for  any  beer. 

Q.  Did  you  drink  any  beer  i 

A.  I  did. 

CroB^-examined  btf  Mr.  Serjeant  Ccp^. 

Q.  How  many  persons  might  there  be  there  ahogeth«r  i 
'    A'  I  cannot  say  to  numbers. 

Q.  Might  there  be  a  dozen  \ 
*    A.\  caaifot  say. 

Q.  How  long  did  the  conversation  last  altogeAer  f 

'A.  I  was  not  in  the  place  nloie  than  from  len  minnt«i  to 
a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

CL  During  that  time  the^e  was  a  deal  of  general  con* 
versation. 

A.  There  might  be ;  I  did  not  pigr  partiaidar  attention 
to  it. 

Q.  DoyourecoIIect  whether  this  wasa  wet  or  a  dry  day? 

A.  I  tliink  it  was  a  wet  evening ;  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
eollectiony  it  was  a  wet  evening,  but  I  cannot  say  upon 
oath. 

Q.  You  do  not  take  upon  yourself  to  say  this  was 
Hooper?  •     .  . 

A.  I  cannot  swear  that  it  was.   . 

Q.  But  ^rboever  the  man  wa9,  he  look  tboi^  nblions  at 
yoa  describe,  out  of  the  crown  of  his  hat?      . 

I3 
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.  ^  Ke  ^\  I  ttir  the  HMUi  take  ribbone  oat  gf  ,tb« 
qKMVA  of  hia  hau 

Q.  Aq4  tbi&  vas  in  the  eveaiog* 

4-  Yea, 

Q.  You  did  not  attend  to  all  the  oonyenatioo  that  wai| 
going  on. 

A.  I  did  not  attend  to  it  partiqularly. 

Q.  But  there  was  a  good  deal  of  mixed  and  general  con* 
venation  ? 

A*  Yes»  one  talking  among  another. 

Q.  And  here  and  there  yon  caught  up  an  expression? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Was  this  public  in  the  room  generally  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  whispering  in  any  comer  ? 

A*  I  bcArd  no  wbisporing  to  the  beat  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  about  the  Spa^fielda  meetingL  ^ 
this  time  i 

A^  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of  tbe  Spa-fieldi  UH^ 
mg  beiog  jaaeatioae^  ^l  1^* 
.    4  i/iM3fnMui.    Did  you  know  Caatle? 

A.  I  did  not  j  I  never  saw  the  priaooer  tp  the  liasi  of 
a»y  i«iQ«)edga^  bnt  onot. 

Q.  i  mean  Castle  the  witness,  who  has  been  Im^i   . 
:    A*  Koj  IdiAooi^ 

William  Harris  sworn- 
Jgf oMf ii#4  6jr  Mrn  Attorn^  Qen^r^L 

Q.  A>^  y^B  &  soldiqr  in  Ihe  Coldatitanvj^giiiMit  of 
Guards  i 

X  Yeai 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  Tower  in  the  month  of  Novtqiber? 

A.  Yea. 

A  Dn  ym  f  r^iaaBbtr  th»  dny  whan  Iht  riots  took  piace 
in  the  Minoriea.:      :    . . 
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CL  Do  jou  recollect  at  any  time  before  that,  being  M 
the  S|0M  Kitcs^to  put^ic-bouM  i«  the  Tovcv  ^ 
-  ^«  Ye»*    *     .  .  * 

Q.  Do  yoo  remember  how  many,  ^yk  hefbn  thai  i 

A.  No,  I  cannot. 
'    CL  About:  1|QW  long? 

A.  It  might  be  a  week,  or  nac  ao  qiaob. 

-  Q.  Do  you  reooitlect  Iwo  portaiit  coiaiiig  in  there,  .and 
caUing  for  any  beer  i 

A.  Yea.  .     .      • 

Q.  Bu  yoH  know  eitfatc  of  them  f         \ 

A.  Yes,  I  think  I  shoald.  *  *  7 

-  (iL  What  waa  the  name  of  either  of  tbcm? 
A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

a  Should  you  know  them  if  you  mw  tkmmirmLook  in 
the  second  row,  and  see  if  you  see  them  i 

A.  That  18  the  gentleman  there  [Hooper.] 

Q.  When  that  person  came  in,  did  he  call  for  aay  tUsg  i 
:    A»  Yt%,  he  QaUed  fee  a  pietof  ale.        .    . 

a  Did  he  talk  to  any  body  f 

A.  Yes,  he  began  to  tnik  to  tke  aoJdiaia 

a  Who  did  he  talk  10? 

A.  I  cannot  say  who  it  was ;  there  were  difoenl  soUUers 
in  ^  room  at  the  time* 

Q.  Were  there  any  soldiers  there  besides  yaonelf  ? 

.  A*  Ye%  tliere  miglH  be  a  iMn^^  I  eapnot  say  lo  a 
soldier  or  two. 

A  Wia4«9^  move  lieer  palled  for? 

4.  Yet, 

Q.  By  whom  f- 

A.  Byrtlw  gWtlOMQ*  .      . 

Q.  How  much  more  ? 

A.  Haifa  gallon.        •      .  '^ 

Q.  Who  partook  gf  that  h^rr  .  s.        .    .  .     1     v 

I4 
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A.  The  soldlen  and  the  gentlemiD;  he  drank  to  >A* 
ioldiert. 

Q.  Do  yoa  remember  aoy  paper  bring  i^KJaced  f 

A*  There  were  sbme  papers  dropped  by  the  tide  of  the 
table  at  which  I  stood. 

Q.  Who  dropped  them? 

A.  There  were  two  gentlemen  together;  I  cannot  say 
which  of  them  dropped  tbcm. 

.    Q.  When  yon  say  two  gentlemen  togetfifir»  do  yon  mean 
that  that  person  [Hooper]  was  one  of  the  two  gentlemen  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  When  they  diopped  those 
papers  by  the  table  i 

A.  He  said  we  were  to  hand  those  about  to  oar  com* 
radeSy  after  they  were  gone. 
.  .  Ct  iDid  yon  say  any  thing  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  Can  yon  read  i 
.    il.  No. .  .. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  any  thing  was  said  abont 
that? 

A.  No,  not  no  more  than  diat. 

Q.  Nothing  about  your  not  reading  i 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  about  what  the  bills  were  abdut  i 

X'-No.  .  . 
i.  .  Ct.  Did  you  hewf  thoae  persons  say  any  thing  to  you 
and  the  soldiers? 

A'  Yes;  theyask^  OS  whether  we  should  like  A  big 
loaf;  and  some  of  the  soldiers  said,  yes  they  sbirald  like  to 
have  them  as  big  as  they  could  get  them« 

jt  Juryman.    Do  you  recoUeol'frtto  said  that  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  that  man.  Hooper,  say  it? 

j1.  I  do  not  know  which  of  tb«tt« 


Mr.  JaemeyGtmrnt.  Weref  they  both  together  wbca 
it  was  said  f 

A.YH. 

d  Tell  vs  what  else  was  «id  by  dthef  of  tbem  when 
both  were  there  t 

A.  Then  they  asked  us,  what  we  shodd  do  if  the  oiob 
were  to  oiNM  into  the  Tower;  and  then  the  sokiien  made 
answer  und  said,  **  we  should  do  oar  doty.'' 

•  '  Q.  Tell  a»  any  ^og  eke  that  you  recoiled  ? 

A.  They  asked  us,  whether  we  should  Hke  to  get  out  of 
onr  regimeat ;  and  some  of  the  soMien  answered,  ^  then 
we  should  starve  to  death.'* 

Q.  What  was  said  about  that? 

.  A.  Then  they  made  answer  and  said,  **  Oh  do,  no,  you 

%ouki  not.''    That  was  all  I  heard  pass  while  I  was  in  the 

rooni.  *      ' 

'    Q.  Who  went  away  first ;  did  you  go  out  of  the  iooio  first  i 

A.  Two  soUiera  and  me  went  out  first,  and  those  gentle* 
men  and  two  soldierft  went  aftetwi^ds,  and  brought  up 
another  gallon  of  beer.    -  * 

a  Did  you  hear  any  more  beer  ordered  ? 

il.  No,  not  while  I  was  in  the  room.  •      - 

*  Or  Then  you  went  away  I 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whilst  the  gaitlemen  were  there>  did  you  hear 
either  of  the  papers  read  i 
A.  No. 

Crou^wmkiei  ijf\Mrf  Serjeant  Cofle^. 
Q.  You  said  you  would  do  your  duty  if  the  mob 
^.  Yea. 

Q.  And  you  wouUdo your  duty  weU,  I  dam  say  f 
J.  Yes. 

a  You  aie  not  aMd^  a  mobat  the  Tower  i 
-A.  No.  -  I 
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^  Q.  How  loBg  di4  A«  omversatim  )Mt  ? 

il.  Not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  present  ? 

Af  I  caiyiQt  say  to  a  soldier  q^  two. 

Q.  Who  is  the  landlord  of  that  place  i 

^.  JMr.  RobsoQ. 

Q>  W49  Ihi3  all  the  cq^veisatioa  tbut  ywi  itmUart  ^ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  supipf^e  yott  would  baive  doue  youf  da(9«  if  yoi|  bad 
tboaglH  aiv  tbii^g  had  been  wroog  i 
.   ^.  Yes;  M  I  Aever  heard  wy  tbiag  wrgag  pist- 

Q.  Either  then  or  ut  any  oth^r  tune  i 

A.  No. 
I   Q.  U  laade  no  impreiBsioo  on  you  ? 
'   A<.  Ncfs  because  theie  «re  iQwy  gontlemen  wiU  giTe  • 
soldier  a  pot  of  beei^. 

Q.  If  you  thoi^t  thei?^  v^fif  n^  ^ling  mmg  y^itntfiM 
bave  aeiaad  hira  f 
.  A.  We.  should  hi^Ye  toM  om  cwmmoMUvig  «i£<m  oC  «u 

C2.  You  did  not  tell  him  of  it  f 

A.  No;  I  weiito'nia^lpl4'Wyco«>paDy<^itbuttbey 
took  no  notice  of  it.      .  *\ 

Q.  And  yon  did  not  bear  a|iy  ihMig  wbiob  made'aqiiin- 
pression  on  you  as  being  amiss  \  .•    .     ! . 

.  4-  Not  %  bit. 

Q.  And  there  was  a  good  deal  ^  ,€QDve«9jEiU<^)  \  « 

A.  For  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  the  gentleman  w^pt  9Jfay 
before  me. 

Q.  What  those  papers  were  you  do  not  know  ? 
•    A.  No.    .      •  •        . 

Q.  Which  was  the  greatest  talker  of  the  two^       '• 

A.  Tbeie  was  Qolmveh  difference  batiaec»  Ae  two;  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  other  man  was  ? 

A.  I  sholiU  know  M*  ii  \  wm.Ia  ate  luns« 

Q.  You  have  not  seen  him  then? 
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JL.  No* 

times  the  other  ? 

^.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  eoch  of  thiw  ff^ak  ^uffioi^atl;  loud  (q  b«  Wrd 
by  the  other  i 

4.  Yea. 

Q.  Could  they  have  failed  one  hearing  what  the  other 
said? 

A.  No. 
.    JWri  EllmbaraHgh*    You  aaid  it  made  nf}  ijo^ivion 
upon  you  i 

A.  Not  a  bit. 

Q«  But  you  thought  it  vonh  whi)^  tp  meutioa  it  to  your 
company  f 

A^  I  told  the  Company  we  had  some  b^r  given  vf  in 
the  Stone  Kitchen  by  two  gentlemen. 

Q.  Did  yom  t^ll  the  poxupw]^  what  had  been  said  ? 

A*  I  did  i^t,  b^caufe  I  dxd  not  tluoK  U  pKoper  ;  I  diid 
not  think  there  wa3  any  hann  in  iU 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.    Harm  in  what  ? 

A.  Not  in  what  these  gentlemen  said  ia  th^  pi\hlie» 
house. 

ChMpleiNaikriWorm.  '      * 

Examined  by  Mr.  Mieitor  General. . 

Q*  In  the  month  of  Novemh^r  lai^t  were  you  a  soldier 
in  the  Coldstream  Guards? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. .  Were  you  at  that  Ume  on  duty  in  the  ToweJC  i 

A'  We  were  all  kept  ip  the  Towei  in  case  my  thing 
should  happen. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  Tower  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I^hortly  b^fo^  the  riotp?  .    , 
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il.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  Tecollect  being  at  a  pablic-house  called  fte 
Golden  Chain,  in  the  Tower  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Shortly  before  these  riots  in  the  Minories  t 

A.  Yes. 

Lord  Ettenbaraugk.  CSan  you  state  how  many  days 
before  I 

A.  No,  I  cannot. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.    About  bow  many  I 
'    A.  T  never  gave  it  any  consideration,  what  day  in  the 
week  it  was,  nor  any  thing. 

Q.  How  many  days  was  it  before  ? 

A.  It  could  not  be  many  days  before ;  but  T  cannot  say 
exactly. 

'    Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  there  who  treated  the 
soldiers  with  beer  i 

A.  I  saw  two  gentlemen  come  in  there  wben  i  went  in 
\o  get  a  pint  of  beer,  and  they  called  for  a  pot  of  porter. 

Q*  Do  you  know  either  of  these  persons  ?  [the  prisonert.'J 

A.  Yes. 
•    a.  Which  ? 

A.  That  is  the  man  [Hooper.} 

Q.  Did  he  or  the  other  person  ask  you  to  drink  i 

A.  They  called  for  a  pot  of  porter,  and  asked  me  if 
1  would  accept  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  drink  with  them  i 

A.  I  drank  it;  they  did  not  drink  any  themselves. 

Q.  Did  they,  either  of  them,  give  you  any  bills  i 

A.  They  rolled  up  some  hand-bills,  and  put  them  into 
Yny  batid  slily,  and  told  me  to  look  at  them  after  they  were 
gone. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  which  of  them  it  was  who  put 
those  bills  into  your  hand  i 

J.  I  believe  i|  was  the  tallest ;  lie  was  a  tall  man. 
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Q.  Did  he  or  the.other  My  any  thing  to  you  when  the/ 
gmve  you  the  hilis  ? 

A,  They  told  me  to  look  at  the  bills  when  they  were 
gone^  and  if  we  would  he  ruled  by  them  they  would  make 
U8  gentlemto  in  a  Teiy  short  time. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  more  pass  i 

A.  Nothing  more  passed ;  I  gave  my  comrades  the 
bills  as  I  could  not  read  niyself. 

Q.  Did  you  give  either  of  the  bills  to  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Buchanan  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  yob  hear  them  read  to  yon  afterwards  i 

A.  I  did  not  take  much  notice;  Buchanan  read  them 
in  the  mess  kitchen. 

Mr.'  Justice  MayUjf.    Did  you  hear  him  i 
.  A.  Yes,  I  heard  him  read  thenu 

Mr.  Juitice  Baykj/.    You  will  call  Buchanan  i 

Mr.'SoUcUor  Gmtral.  Yes,  my  Lord* — ^He  read  them  in 
the  mess  kitchen  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  whom  did  he  read  them  ? 

A.  To  other  soldiers  that  were  in  the  mess  kitchen. 

Crots-examined  by  Mr.  Sffjeani  CcpUy. 

Q.  It  was  the  ta]Jler  man  that  put  this  bill  into  your 
hand? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  YoD  did  not  attend  to  the  bill  that  was  read  ?  ' 
A.  No,  I  did  not  attend  to  it. 
a  The  biU  was  read? 

il»  Y  es.  '  I 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  attention  to  it  ?    , 
A.  No.  ,  • 

Q.  It  made  very  little  impression  upon  you  then  f       '  > 
A.  Ho. 
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'  HSL  Yx>tL  t6bk  fib  ttrtSo^  bfkV 
A.  No,  I  was  more  attentive  to  my  doty  thM  td  tiiirt  f 
a.  How  matty  p^^"^^^  fmr^t  Aere  b^  m  tte  puMc- 
nOtlS^  f 
jt.  Five  or  six. 

Q.  Are  these  publio-hoiiMfflf  o^h  toimy  body  who  gbes 
ftototheTow^r? 

A.  Yesy  but  they  most  gtve  an  acc6atit  of  lllreiiAehre^, 
where  they  are  gcrftig  to.  They  mvtit  be  gobg  to  see  sMne 
friend  before  they  can  get  in. 

Q.  There  is  often  a  mixt  company  of  soldiers  and 
people  drinkrtig  thett  f 

A.  VeSy  btittheytnast  g7Ve  an  act^otHat  6f  lliemsetves 
before  they  can  get  in. 

Mr.  Justice  JUmi.  1^  t6e6k  ^kitdhtsil  it  iti  tfae'Tower, 
and  they  cannot  get  in  wWhotit  giving  nn  actbdiftbftbkn- 
selves.  '       '  ♦.  ^. 

Bit.  Stfjfcocti  AAjipuiy.  Tntey  ate  IMpJyed  St  tbfe  Tower- 
gate  i 

A.  They  should  be,  if  the  sentries  do  their 'doty. 
Q.  It  is  not  an  oncomdiott  thing  fot  It  mim  Co  coihetoid 
treat  the  soldiers  f 

A.  No ;  but  it  is  uncommon  to  see  them  at  sucb  times 
as  tbat. 

O.  It  is  net  ottcommod  for  a  person,  when  the  s6l<fi^rs 
come  into  the  room,  to  ask  them  to  drink  i 
A.  Sometimes  they  do. 

Q.  Soldiers  aiie  not  flti&h  of  ttioney,  you  know  ? 
A.  No,  they  certainly  are  not  Hash  of  money. 
A  Juryman.  Did  you  ever  see  the  taH  man  before  -ftiat 
time? 
A.  No,  1  never  saw  eith«-  irf  them  before.     . 
Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  Was  it  the  tall  man  that  made  the 
observation>  yea  woidd  dl  be  iM«de  gendemen'? 
A.  I  cannot  say.  -    -•^ 


14& 

Q.  Didtheyspeakloadenoagfatobebeairibyall^efent? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  particularly  addressed  to  you  i 

JLm   I  es« 

Q.  Was  it  a  whisper,  or  loud  iSftMgli  10 1>e  lieanl  ? 

A.  It  was  Dot  loud  eiiMgki  to  li^  htetd  all  over  the 
house. 

Q.  Was  it  4ood  enough  Id  be  heml  *«ir^  the  box  ? 

A,  There  was  nobody  in  Ae  tieitt  bdit-.  ' 

•Q.  ltwaB4d4i««MdtoyMlK<he«hMth^*binftw^e^ 
AltbyborhoDdft/ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.«  Wuft  it  the  planer  ftete,  or  ttie  htll  mMi? 

il.  It  was  the  tall  man  gMve  ne  the  bill*. 
'  '0*  And  ibe  lall  man  said  that  t6  yon^  "^  W(fll  as  g^ve 
yaatb^MUsr 

A.  Ybs. 

Mp.  JMi^  jf  Moifit.  DM  ttie  ta!t  ihan  say  It  loud  enough 
fey  hit  colnpMiloa  to  hearhtei^ 

A.  Yes,  because  they  were  both  sitting  together^ 

Q.  Bupitkmm  wtttitth^r  ^penaoi  in  the  tiaoniAiodid 
Qo.t  hear  it?  , ,       • 

il.  Yes.      '    '         ■ 

Q.  It  was  said  loud  enough  to  be  heaid  by  bis  com- 
panion who  was  sitting  by  him,  but  not  loud  enough  to  be 
beard  by  other  persons  who  were  in  the  room  i 

A.  Yes. 

Gtorgc  BttcfuMMi  MOfH* 
Examined  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

Q.  I  believe  you  are  a  soldier  in  the  Coldstream  Quarcis  f 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  Tower,  on  duty,  in  November  last  t 
A.  Yes. 

Q,  Do  yoit  iremember  Nailor  bringing  you  any  |)rinted 
bill? 
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•   A.  Yet,  be  did.  •    n 

Q.  Did  he  desire  you  to  read  it  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  were  you,  at  the  mess  room  ? 

A.  At  the  meas  kitchen. 
-    Q.  You  read  it  aloody  d]4  you  i 

A.  Ye8. 

Q.  Can  yoa  reooUect  what  the  contemn  were  i 

A.  I  cau  recollect  part  of  it. 

Q.  Were  there  many  soldi^rv  there  whai  you  read  JU  f 

A.  There  were  the  amount  of  a  dozen^  or  firom  that  tm 
fourteen. 

Q.  Be  good  enough  to  stativ  ^o  the  best  of  your  recol- 
lectioQ,  what  you  read  to  them  f 

A.  It  mentioned  that  there  wei«  so  pi^ny  millions  jn  m 
starving  condition  in  the  country;  and  likewise  it 'men* 
tioned,  that  they  were  in  the  same  state  in  IrekiHd,  and 
tliat  their  brothers  in  Iidand  were  in  readiness  to  rise, 

Q.  Was  there  any  thing  about  a  meeting,  do  yoci  rc^ 
collect? 

it.  I  do  not  lecdllect  any  thing  about  a  meeting* 

Lord  ElUnhanmgh.     You  do  not  recoUect  the  par- 
ticulars i 
A.  Nought  hut  those  things. 

Crou-txamined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley, 

CL  Those  things  you  do  recoUect  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  read  it?      ^ 

il.  Yes. 

CL  How  many  times  f 

A.  Only  once,  and  gave  the  paper  back  again. 

Q.  You  are  certain  what  you  have  stated  b  correct? 

A.  Yes. 
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Q.  It  neotioned  that  Ireland  was  ia  the  same  state,  4and 
that  the  people  were  ready  to  rise  ? 

A.  Their  brothers  in  Ireland  were  ready  to  rise. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  this  was.  so? 

-4.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  those  all  the  words  yo^  remember  ? 

A.  I  told  you  before^  that  it  hoped  they  would  be  the 
aamehere. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  you  are  correct  as  to  that  P 

A.  I  thiok  I  am. 

Q.  You  r^ad  it  loud  to  the  people  f 

A,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  could  hear  me ;  they 
were  in  the  mess  kitchen. 

Q.  You  read  it? 

A.  Yes,  the  man  asked  me  to  read  it,  because  he  could 
not  read  it  himself.  » 

hard  ElUfiiaroygi.    What  did  yon  do  wiih  the  paper  i 

A.  I  gave  it  back  to  Charles  Nailor  again. 

Mr.  SoUdtor  General.  [To  Not/or .3  Did  you  get  back 
the  bill  again  firom  Buchanan  i 

A.  Yet,  I  bad  one  of  the  bills  back,  and  I  tore  it  to 
light  my  pipe  with. 

Jamet  Chappell  smom. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Topping. 

Q.  Are  you  a  publican  f 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  is  yotir  hon^e  i 
A.  In  Long*acre. 

Q.  Did  you  live  there  ia  the  month  of  November  last  ? 
01.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  your  house  irequ^ted  hytbe  soldiers  th4t  are 
Upp^  duty  at  the  theatres  ?     .      .         *     . 
XYes. 
Vol.  II.  K 
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0.  Do  you  remember  any  persons  coming  to  yoar  house 
in  November  last  ? 

iL.  I  do  not  know  the  day  of  the  month. 

Q,  Do  yoa  recollect  whether  it  was  about  the  time  of 
the  Spa-fields  meeting  i 

A.  It  was  about  that  time. 

Q.  Was  it  between  the  first  and  the  seeond  i 

A.  I  believe  it  was  before  the  first,  when  the  hand-bilk 
were  printed. 

Q.  Was  it  before  the  first  meeting,  or  after  the  first 
meeting,  do  you  think  i 

A.  I  cannot  be  certain  which ;  it  was  the  time  when 
hand-bills  were  stock  about  the  street. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  those  hand-bilb  talked  of 
a  meeting  at  Spa-fields  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  mentioned  something  about  it. 

Q.  Do  yott  recollect  the  time  when  the  meeting  wa§ 
to  be  r 

A.  No^ltook.noheedofit 

Q.  Two  persons  came  i 

A.  Yesr 

Q.  AVere  there  any  splcfiers  in  your  bou^  f^i  the  time  i 

A.  Yes,  several. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  peisona  who  came,  perhaps  yon 
do  not?  « 

A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Two  persons  came  in  company  together  When  Acre 
were  several  soldiers  in  your  house  drinking  i 

il.  Yes. 

Q«  Did  they  treat  the  soldiers  with  any  beer  { 

il.  Yes,  two  or  three  pots. 

Mr.  WetkerelL  I  do  not  wish  to  object,  but  t  tWk 
this  is  left  much  too  d[ark. 

Lord  EUenborough.  I  do  not  know  what  question  wiH 
follow. — You  never  saw  either  of  them  before  or  afier^ 
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Ai  Yes,  they  ctme  twice;  on  the  following  erening  they 
came  again,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  treated  the 
soldiers  that  night  or  not. 

Mr.  Ihppif^.  .  Do  you  know  this  person  that  sits  in  the 
first  row  \Wat9on]  i 
A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  him  or  either  of  them'. 

Mr.  Wetherell.    Then  I  submit  this  is  not  evidence. 

Mr*  Topping.    Yon  are  not  enabled  to  say  that,  in  your 
belief,  they  were  any  of  these  four  persons  ? 
A.  No,  I  cannot  swear  to  either  of  them. 
Q.  Do  yon  believe  any  of  them  to  be  the  same  persons  ? 
A.  No,  I  do  not. 

William  Hillyer  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Tiding. 

Q.  Ate  you  a  publican  i 

.^ .   X  es* 

Q.  Where  is  your  house  ? 

A.  The  Tower  Tap. 

Q.  Where  is  that? 

J.  In  St.  George's  Fields ;  Tower-street,  St.  Cieorge's 
Fields. 

Q.  Is  thei^  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Mauddey,  who 
has  a  factory  near  you  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Bo  the  men  who  wttrk  at  that  feetory  ooaie  to  your 
house  f 

A.  Yes,  three  or  fear  of  them. 

Q.  What  kind  of  iactory  is  that  i 

A.  It  is  an  iron  factoiy. 

Q.  Do  they  dine  at  your  house  I 

A*  They  dine  there  most  days. 

Q.  What  is  the  usual  hour  of  dining  t 

A.  At  one  o'clock  they  come  in* 

X  2 
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Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  persons  sitting  here ;  do 
you  know  Pretton? 

A.  I  know  Preston. 

Q,  Do  yon  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Castle  i 

A'  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Preston  and  Castle  coming  to- 
gether to  your  house  in  November  bit  i 

A.  I  believe  I  do. 

a  Can  you  tell  me  the  time ;  you  recollect  perhaps 
the  riots  in  th$  Minories  i 

A,  It  was  previous  to  that. 

Q.  How  shortly  previous  to  that  ? 

A,  It  might  be  a  few  days. 

Q.  Preston  and  Castle  came  together  i 

A.  1  believe  they  were  both  together. 

Q.  Was  there  a  third  person  in  their  company  i 

A.  There  were  more  men  in  companyi  but  who  they 
were  I  do  not  know ; — ^more  of  that  party. 

Q.  Preston  and  Castle  you  knew  i 

A.  I  had  never  seen  Mr.  Preston  before  that. 

Q,  But  you  know  him  now  to  be  the  same  person  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  bring  any  printed  bills  along  with  them  i 

A.  There  were  bills  brought  before  that;  not  at  that 
time ;  thcfy  were  brought  before,  when  I  .was  out. 

Q.  Some  time  before,  some  printed  bills  had  been  left 
at  your  house,  but  you  do  not  know  by  whom  i 
,    ^.  I  do  not  know  by  whom. 

Q.  Vou  do  not  recollect  whether  any  printed  bills  were 
left  that  day  ^ 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  they  came  f 

A.  I  believe  it  was  about  one ; — I  am  geneiajly  employed 
in  getting  dinner  ready,  and  I  could  not  pay  mubh  atten- 
tion, neither  did  it  conoern  me. 
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Q.  It  was  about  one  o'clock,  you  thiok,  that  Preston 
mnd  Castle  came  i 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  their  being  about  to  go  away  f 
A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  to  them  by  any  body  I 
^.  Ido  not  recollect.    There  was  once ;  but  it  was  not 
at  that  time  that  I  was  at  home. 

Q.  I  speak  of  when  you  were  at  home,  and  Preston  knd 
Castle  were  there.     Do  yon  remember  their  being  about 
to  go  away,  and  somebody  saying  somethibg  to  them  i 
A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  any  of  these  men  of 
Maudsley's  came  in  whilst  Preston  and  Castle  were 
th^e? 

A.  Yes,  they  did. 
Q.  Did  they  drink  together  f 
il.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  their  going  away  i* 
A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  How  many  went  away  together ;  Preston  and  Castle, 
and  any  body  else  i 

A.  They,  all  went  together  that  were  in  the  party,  four 
or  five  of  them;  I  cannot  say  how  oiany. 
Q.  Leaving  Maudsle/s  men  in  the  house  ?  . 
A.  Yes. 

CL  Do  yon  remember  any  thing  that  was  said  by  Castle 
or  Preston,  or  any  of  the  party,  to  Maudsley's  men  as  they 
were  going  away  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  conversation 
passing.  • 

Q.  Was  any  thing  said  to  Maudsley's  men,  by  rither* 
Prestoi)  or  Castle^  when  they  were  going  out  of  th^  honse  ? 
A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing. 
CL  Was  any  thing  said  about  the  meeting? 
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A.  "  Yott  wiU  bit  thei«." 

Q.  One  of  the  party  said,  upon  going  BM$y,  to  Maud- 
sley's  men,  "  You  will  be  there  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  answer  was  given  to  that? 
A.  "  They  certainly  should." 
Q.  Did  you  afterwanb  see  Castle  at  your  bouse? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  any  of  Maudiky*s  men  there  at  that  time  i 
A.  He  always  came  at  thek  dinner  hour. 

Crom^exambied  by  Mr.  tVetkerelL 

Q.  So  Mr.  Castle  was  always  there  when  the  men  came 
to  dine  ? 

A»>  Nearly  40« 

Q.  You  saw  Mr.  Castle's  face  pretty  often,  did'  not  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  At  this  last  time,  whep  jthe  men  ivere  desired  to  attend 
the  meeting,  I  understand  you  to  say  there  were  Uiree  of 
them? 

A.  I  understood  there  were  three. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Topping. 

Q.  Was  Preston  gcnenaily  along  with  Castle,  when  he 
came  ? 

A.  I  never  saw  him  but  once ;  he  bad  been  ther^  as 
they  told  me. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 
4.  Nt>.  . 

Richard  Statham  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  Are  you  a  soldier  in  the  Coldstream  Guards  i 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Last  Noveipber  and  Dtocmbef  weieyoaauiioMd  in 
the  Tower? 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  the  riots  id  the  Mioories,  on  the 
day  of  the  Spa-fields  meeting  ? 

A.  Yea. 

Q.  Shortly  before  that  day,  do  yoa  remember  any  per^ 
sons  coming  into  the  Stone  Kitchen  at  the  Tower  f 
ul-  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  before  ? 

ii.  It  might  be  about  the  middle  of  the  week^  or  about 
the  Thursday  or  Friday. 

Q.  Have  you  since  seen  either  of  those  persons  again  ^ 

A.  Yes,  I  saw  one  of  them  in  the  Tower. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  that  came  i 

A.  There  were  two  in  company. 

CL  Will  you  look  aknong  these  gentlemen  here,  and  see 
if  you  see  either  of  them  again* 
,A.  Yes,  I  think  that  gentleman  was  one  [Hooper,'] 

Q.  Was  the  p^irson  with  him  a  tail  mas  or  a  short  man  t 

A.  He.wa^  a  talkr  one. 

CL  How  mmiy  soldiers  <rf  you  Wi^te  in  the  Stone  Kitchen, 
at  the  time  they  were  tbese  f 

A.  Tatiy  bow  ma^jfr  there  were  jaslly,  I  cannot^ 

a  Were  there  a  few? 

J.  There  might  be  feo^  deren^  or  twelve* 

Q.  Was  aoy  beer  gitea  tt>  yoa  i 

A-  Yes,  I  myself  had  been  at  work  for  the  laodloxd  of 
&e  Stone  Kitchen. 

Q.  Wiks  htet  gited  io  you  "by  these  two  perlons,  or 
either  of  them  i 

A.  To  some  of  the  soldiers. 

Q.  Was  it  given  by  one  of  those  two  i 

4.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  they  talk  about? 

A.  I  was  not  listening  to  their  discourse. 
Q.  Did  yf»a  hear  any  of  it  f 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  What  did  you  hear  ? 

A.  The  words  I  heard  them  make  mention  of  wad,  one 
of  them  took  hold  of  a  pot  of  heer^  add  said  "  Success  to 
a  big  loaf." 

Q.  What  more  do  ybu  rememt>er  i 

A,  I  remember  that  was  the  first  pot  they  had. 

Q.  How  many  pots  of  beer  did  they  give  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  think  it  was  either 

six  or  seven  pots. 

Q.  Do  you  remember'  any  thing  of  their  conversation 
besides  this  big  loaf? 

A.  Noy  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  long  did  they  stay,  as  well  as  yon  remember  f 

A.  I  might  be  sitting  on  the  table,  I  dare  say,  half  an  houn 

a  Dp  you  remember  their  going  away  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  they  said  ? 

A.  One  of  them  came  up  to  me,  and  called  me  Country- 
man ;  and  I  said  "  Countryman ;  what  eoundrymaa  are 
you  ?"  he  said  he  was  a  Yorkshireman. 

Q.  Was  tfakt  the  person  who  is  bere^  or  the  other  f 

A.  It  was  the  other. 

Q.  He  called  you  Couotryman  ?  ■• 

A>  Yes,  he  said  he  came  ftom  Sheffield  in  Yofksbiie. 

Q.  At  going  away,  did  eitlier  of  them  give  you  any 
thing? 

A.  He  asked  nae  to  gp  down  stairs  to  have  a  glass  of  any 
thing  I  chose  at  the  bar. 

Q.  As  they  were  goine  away,  did  either  of  them  say 
where- they  were  going  to  r 

A.  Not  at  that  present  time  when  I  went  down  stairs ; 
they  asked  me  to  go  down,  and  I  went  down,  and  asked 
them  what  they  wanted,  and  they  asked  me  if  I  would  go 
and  take  a  glass  at  the  bar.  I  said  I  had  no  need  of  it; 
■and  they  said  they  respected  any  person  who  cameirom 
the  country.  ' 
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Q.  Bid  either  of  them  say  where  they  were  going  uri 

A.  Yes.  One  of  them  paid  for  a  glass  of  gin  1  had ; 
he  gave  an  eighteen*penny  piece,  and  put  the  halfpence 
in  his  pocket,  and  afterwards  he  gave  me  a  shilling :  says 
I,  what  is  this  i  says  he,  for  half  a  gallon  of  beer ;  I  or- 
dered the  landlord  to  take  it  up  stairs,  and  he  told  me 
there  was  a  penny  out;  I  then  took  a  pennyworth  of 
'haccOi  and  said,  that  will  serve  for  my  comrades.  After^ 
wards  the  Yorkshireman  said  be  had  two  or  three  places 
more  to  go  to,  and  he  said,  ^'  perhaps  I  shall  see  yon  again 
on  Snnday;"  says  I  "  1  do  not  think  yon  wiD/' 

Q.  Was  this  said  in  the  presence  of  the  person  who  is  here  i 

A.  No,  he  was  outside  the  door. 

CroU'^xamined  by  Mr,  Serjeant  Copley.  , 

Q.  It  was  the  Yorkshireman  that  was  the  great  spokes- 
man throughout  ? 

A.  I  did  not  hear  any  great  spokesman ;  he  asked  me 
whether  I  was  not  Yorkshire ;  Ue  expected  to  see  a  York- 
shireman, he  said. 

Mr.  Gmrn^.  Who  paid  for. the  liquor?    . 

A.  I  was  not  taking  notice,  for  I  was  not  sitting  in  then 
company. 

A  Juryman.  Wliich  of  the  two  g^Te  the  tp^t  about  a 
bigloaf?.  . 

.    A.  I  believe  it  was  the  Yorkshireman,  as  he  called.  bim« 
setf ;  a  big  oBaa :  I  do  not  know  what  he  was. 

William  Mortimer  mom. 
Examined  by  Mr.Gumey. 
Q.  Art  you  a  soldier  in  the  Coldstream  Guards  i 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  November  and  December  hurt,  were  yoo  inf  the 
Tower? 
A.  Yes,  I  was. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  seeiog  any  men  come    there 
sliordy  before  tbe  riots  Id  the  Minories  ? 
.  A>  I  cannot  say ;   it  was  shortly  before  the  Spa-fields 
meeting. 

Q.  How  many  came  f 

A.  There  were  two, 

Q.  Was  that  one  ofthem  that  it  standing  up?  lHo(q>er} 

A.  That  is  the  young  man. 

Q.  Was  the  other  a  taller  or  a  shorter  man  ? 

A.  Taller. 

Q.  Did  either  of  them  produce  any  printed  bills  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  those  bills  about  i 

A'  I  cannot  say ;  I  am  no  scholar,  and  could  not  reed  them. 

Q.  Did  they  give  aay  beer  to  the  soldiers  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  half  a  galloo  of  beer  after  I  came 
into  the  house. 

Q.  What  house  was  tbb  at? 

A.  The  Stone  Kitchen. 

Q.  Was  Statham  present  at  any  part  af  diis  time^ 

A.  Statham  was  present  with  this  young  man  at  the  bar  ? ' 

it.  Do  you  rett^ember  any  conversation  about  the  Spa- 
fields  meeting  ? 

A.  Not  Che  )easi« 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  thing  of  their  conTersation  f 

A.  Kt^,  n^hibg  to  me.  Hot  the  least. 
.   Q.  Yon  do  lldt  remember  any  t^{  tbdr  contamtion  i 

A.  No,  not  the  least. 

Q.  Did  you  heaf  either  of  tbe  bills  read  i 
'    A.  In  the  meu  kitchen  there  was  one  lead.    - 

Q.  DoyoQremember  what  it  was  about? 

A*  No,  I  do  not. 

0.  Do  you  remember  any  money  being  given  to  Staiham 
by  any  body,  for  beer? 

A.  A  shilling  was  given  bim  at  the  bar« 
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Q.  Who  gave  that  ^ 

A.  That  young  man  \llQ€fer^ 

Cross-examned  by  Mr.  fVeiherell. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  a  good  stout  strapping  fellow 
there,  at  the  same  time^  called  a  Yoricshireman  I 
A.  Yesy  there  was. 

Q.  You  remember  the  Yorkshireman  i 
A.  Yes,  he  was  called  a  Yorkshireman. 
Q.  A  stout  man  i 
A.  Taller  than  that  man. 
Q.  Did  he  come  bustling  about  there  i 
A.  Not  in  my  presence. 
Q.  So  this  shilling  was  given  for  beer  i 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Except  a  penny  for  'bacco  ? 
A.  There  was  a  pennyworth  of  tobacco  came  up  with  iu 
Q.  Did  one  of  you  get  the  tobacco,  or  was  it  distriboted 
among  you  all  ? 

A.  There  was  not  aboye  a  couple  of  japes  of  it  i  who 
had  it  I  do  not  ksiow. 

Q.  You  seem  to  recollect  nothing  else  about  it  i 
A.  I  recollect  his  being  there,  and  wrapping  a  biU  up, 
«nd  throwing  it  down  on  the  floor. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  the  Yorkshireman  did  not  put  down 
the  shilling  f 

A.  It  was  the  other  young,  man. 

Q.  Ate  you  quite  certain  of  that  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  are  you  certain  of  that  i 

A.  Because  I  took  particular  notice  of  it  at  die  time. 

Q.  Were  you  nearer  to  him  than  the  other  soldier  f 

A.  I  came  in  at  the  door,  and  called  for  a  pint  6f  beer. 

Q.  Where  was  Statham  standing  wheti  the  money  was 
given?  * 

A.  Close  to  the  bai;; 


156 

Q.  He  could  see  what  was  going  aa  bb  weU  as  you  l 
A.  Yes. 

Thomaz  Robertson  sworn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  In  November  and  December  last  were  you  stationed 
in  the  Tower  ? 

A   Yes. 

Q.  In  the  Coldstream  regiment  ? 

X  Yes. 

Q.  You  remember  the  riot  in  the  Minories  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CL  Do  you  remember  being  in  the  Stone  Kitchen  the 
Sunday  night  before  ? 

A.  I  was  in  the  Stone  Kitchen  a  Sunday  night;  bat 
whether  it  was  the  night  before  I  cannot  say. 

Q*  Do  you  remember  any  men  coming  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  ? 

A.  There  were  two  men  came  in  particularly  i  ' 

Ijord  Ellenboraugh.    Ascertain  what  Sunday  it  was. 

Mr.  Gumey.  I  think  I  shall  fix  the  day  by  something 
that  i&  coming.  Do  you  remember  any  thing  being  said 
before  they  parted,  about  the  next  day  ? 

A.  Yes ;  when  they  were  going  out^  down  stairs  out  of 
the  Stone  Kitchen,  one  of  them  took  a  large  bunch  of 
colours  out  of  his  hat. 

Q   Do  you  mean  ribbons  i 

A.  Yes.  .         . 

Q.  And  said  what  i 

A.  And  shook  it  round  his  head,  and  said  he  hoped  we 
should  all  wear  the  same  as  them  lo-moifow. 

Q.  He  took  them  out  of  his  hat  ? 

A.  Yes,  out  of  the  inside  of  his  hai. 
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Q.  And  h€M  tbem  ap^  and  md  he  hoped  you  slK>uld 
all  wear  fach  ribbons  at  ibem  to-morrow  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  tbe  ribbons  all  of  one  colour^  or  more  colonn 
than  one? 

A,  They  were  of  different  coloart  to  the  best  of  my 
belief. 

Cro$9-^xamined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley. 

Q.  There  were  two  men  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  did  this,  the  taller  or  the  shorter  of  tbe  two? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  belief,  it  was  tbe  shortest  man. 

.  Hivj  you  any  recollection  about  it? 

A.  Not  particularly. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  He  has  not  mentioned  what  men 
they  were.' 

.  Mr.  Gumey.  I  ha^e  reason  to  believe  the  person  is  not 
here.  He  mentioned  two  men,  a  tall  man  and  'a  Ibort 
one ;  the  shorter  man  is  not  here. 

Lard  Ellembartmgk.  He  mentioned  that  there  were  two 
men. 

Mr.  Gumey.    Yes,  my  Lord. — A  taller  and  a  shorter  i 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  You  have  not  at  all  fixed  who 
those  two  men  were. 

JIfr.  Gumey.    No,  I  do  not  believe  we  can. 

A  Juryman.    Do  you  know  the  date  of  that  meeting  ? 

Mr.  Gumey.  Do  you  remember  how  sooli  after  that 
the  Spa* fields  meeting  took  place? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  remember;  we  were  confined  in  the 
Tower  several  nights  before  in  consequence  of  that 

Q.  Were  you  confined  in  theTowef  any  nig^t  befbte  ? 

A.  Yes,  on  the  Sunday  before.    >  .  • 

Q.  And  on  some  other  day  ? 

il.  Yes,  the  Monday  af^. 
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Mr.  Jnuice  Bajfky.  Were  yo>VL  confined  iq  the  Tower 
after  the  Mondaj? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr,  Gumey.    What  were  yoa  confined  for  f 

A.  On  account  of  the  Spa-fields  meeting. 

Q.  Yoii  wefe  confined  in  case  of  any  mischief? 

A.  Yes,  we  were  not  allowed  to  go  oat. 

Jlfr.  WeihereH.  In  eonseqnence  of  what  h^  has  said, 
this  is  not  evidence. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  It  is  general  evidence  of  what 
W9»  dove  in  cooseqaenoe,  but  he  has  not  identified  the 
parlies. 

FTSUam  Duke  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Richardson. 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  a  place  called  the  New  Cut,  between 
Blaokfiriais  fmd  Westminster  Bridget  i 

A.  YtM. 

Q.  Is  that  a  shorter  road  from  RowlMd  Hiirs  diapd  to 
Westminster  bridge  f 

A.  It  is. 

Q^  Have  you  a  number  of  carriages,  and  things  of  that 
sort,  .for  sale  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  of  the  last  Spa-4d[dft 
meeting  \ 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  time. 

Q.  A  shoft  time  before  that  nieeting,  do  you  remember 
two  men  coming  to  your  place  i 

A.Ye^ 

Q.  How  long  before  i 

A.  About  thiee  or  four  days. 

Q.  What  sort  of  men  were'they  f  were  they  of  the 
same  size  f 

A.  One  a  tall  man,  and  another  a  shovtish  maiir 
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Q.  Did  tbej  apfdy  to  yon  for  any  thing  1 

A.  Yes,  for  a  stage ;  whether  I  had  got  a  stage  to  sell. 

Jiff.  Justice  Abbott.  To  sell,  or  to  let  f 
J.  To  sell,  ai  first. 

Q.  Had  you  any  thing  of  that  sort  i 
^.  Yes,  I  had. 

Q.  What  sort  of  stage  ? 

A.  It  had  been  a  mountebank  stage^  about  eight  feet 
loiigy  with  a  platform  upon  it  for  people  to  stand  upon ; 
and  they  said  it  would  suit  their  purpoae. 

Q.  You  shewed  it  to  them  i 

A.  I  sent  a  man  to  one  of  my  yards  to  shew  it  them.* 

Q.  They  told  you,  it  would  suit  their  purpose  i 
A.  Yes ;  and  I  asked  them  ten  pound  for  iu 

Q.  What  said  they  i 

A.  They  hesitated  a  good  bit;  and  then  they  said,  ^hey 
wanted  to  hire  it. 

Q.  Did  they  say  for  what  purpose  they  wanted  it? 

A.  When  they  said  tbey  waslcd  to.  hire  it,  t  said,  I 
never  let  no  carriage9.at  all,  oetther  chaises,  npr  gig^.nor 
any  thing ;  and  I  would  not  let  them  have  it. 

Q^  Did  theysayfbr  whaljpuKpoMLtbey  wiAledit? 

A.  They  wanted  it  to  go  to  Spa-fieids,  where  tber^  w|tt 
a  meeting ;  there  was  a  society  of  tbem,  and  th^y  wpuld 
mafca^t  good^if  any  thiB§;kttppeasd  to  iL;  I  «fiid»  *^  I diall 
not  lend  it  to  you*''  llley  wanted  it  to  mfilkfi^»ff9f^ 
upon  it. 

Q.  You  would  not  let  them  have  it  i 

A.  I  would  not. 

Q.  You  came  to  no  agreement  then  with  thett^ 

iC. 'I  wottld  not ;  I  told  them  I  wouk)  not  l^t  it  go.. 
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William  Ware  mom. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Gumty. 

'  .     '  \ 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  Spa-fields  meeting  last  De- 
cember? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  few.  days  before  that,  do  you  remember  Castle 
making  any  application  to  you  ? 

^.  After  the  second. 
'    Q.  After  the  second,  or  before  the  second  i 

A.  After  the  first,  and  before  the  second.  .  ^,, 

Q.  What  application  did  he  make  to  you  i 

A.  He  wanted  me  to  recommend  him  where  he  could 
borrow  a  waggon. .       . 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  him  to  any  person? 

A.  Yes.       • 

Q.  To  whom  ? 

A.  To  Mr.  Windemude. 

Fredefiek  Witdemude  swinn,    - 
Examined  by  Mr.  Crumey, 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  the  Horse-ferry-road  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  the  SparfieUs  meeting  on  Hoildby 
the  3d  of  December  ?  . 

A,  Yes,  very  well. 

Q.  On  the  Wednesday  .before  that^  did  jaqr  penon 
apply  to  you  for  a  waggon  for  that  day  ? 

^.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  applied  to  you  f 

A.  A  person  that  I  have  found  since  to  be  of  tb^  VtP^^ 
of  Castle. 

Q»  Did  he  tell  you  for  what  purpose  l|e  w^u^  jour 
waggon? 

A.  Yes. 


Q.  For  what  pnrpoie  ? 

j1.  He  said,  ibat  Mr«  Hunt  had  a  few  speechei  to  laake 
on  the  Mooday  followiog,  and  that  GoyeromeDt  bad  offered 
to  eiect  bun  hustings,  but  he  would  not  accept  tbepij  and 
he  woohl  speak  from  a  waggon. 

Q.  Did  you  lend  them  your  waggon  f 

^.  Yes. 

Q.  At  what  house  was  it  yon  had  this  cosTefsatlon  witb 
him  i 

A.  He  sent  for  me  to  the  sign  of  the  Ship,  Horse-ferry- 
road. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  together  about  the  price  ? 

jt.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  be  come  to  you  again  once,  or  more  than  once? 

A.  He  came  to  me  on  the  Sunday  folbwing. . 

Q.  Who  came  with  him  i 

A.  A  person  I  have  found  since  to  be  of  the  name 
of  Hooper. 

Q.  la  that  the  person  ?  [foimting  to  Hot/per.'] 

A.  That  ia  the  person. 

€L  Did  they  come  to  you  at  the  Ship  on  Sunday 
erening  again  ? 

^.  They  sent  for  me  to  the  Ship. 
'  Q.  Did  you  then  receive  directiona  where  to  be  die 
next  morning  f  .  . 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  receive  those  directions  Aom,  Castle  kms 
fiom  Hooperf 

A.  From  both  of  them,  I  believe,  to  the  best  of  my 
kttoiHedge.  '  . 

a  Were  you  and  they  in  company  together,  and  talk* 
ing  so  that  each  heard  wbat.the  other  said  I 

A.  Yes,  in  the  tapnpoom. 

Q.  Where  were  you  directed  to  take  it  the  n«t 
morning? 

Vol.  IL  L 
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A.  At  the  top  of  Chancery-lane,  Holborn  way.  ^ 

'  Q.  Did  you  tee  either  of  dMm  produce  aoy  band*bi&? 

A.  Yes* 

Q.  Which  ^ 

A.  I  cannot  say  which ;  I  believe  bolh  of  Ibon  h^ 
hand-bills. 

Q.  What  about? 
•  A.  I  did  not  read  them;  but  one  vaa  ttudE  19  in 
Mr«  Wheatley's  tap-room. 

Q.  Who  stock  it  up  ? 

A.  I  believe  Castle  did. 

Q.  What  became  of  itf 

A.  It  remained  there;  but  when  I  came  the  next 
teomingi  I  found  it  was  pulled  down, 

Q.  Didyoa  see  any  cockade  or  xibbooft? 

-4.  Yes. 
'•  XL  In  whose  hands? 

A.  Mr.  Castle's ;  he  had  a  very  large  one  insid^  of  his  hat* 

Q.  Was  it  one  colour^  or  more  colours  than  oQe  i 

A.  Different  colours. 
\  Q.  Did  he  give  any  pesscia  in  the  bouse  any  of  itf 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who? 

A.  Not  of  that  ribhon ;  he  had  in  his  gr^t-c^at  pocket 
fifty  or  sixty  yards,  and  he  gave  me  a  bit  idbout  a  quaver 
of  a  yard,  and  the  servant  about  a  yard  and  a  hiilf ;  ^he 
asked  him  £»  it 

Q.  The  female  servant  of  the  house  ? 

A  .Yes.     •.  .         . 

Q.  Did  either  of  them  say  any  thing  to  jon  nboul 
dieisiiig  yiMNT  horses*? 

A.  Yes,  both  of  tlMoi^  tbfy  spoke  to  that  purpose,  aq^ 
I  denied  it. 
f:a..Wi4wbW?    ; 

A.  With  ribbons.  .  .^ 
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Q.  What  did  be  say? 
.  >l.  He  said  tbcie  ribbons  and  these  caloura  were  what 
the  bones  were  to  be  decked  out  with  the  next  monuog» 

Q.  And  joa  denied  it  ? 

ii..Yes. 

Qs  The  next  morniogi  did  you  and  your  boys  gp  with 
the  waggon  to  the  top  of  Chancery-lane  ^ 

^A«   X  es« 

Q.  While  you  were  waiting  there  did  yon  see  Hooped 
and  Castle  i 

A.  Yes,  they  came  tome. 

Q.  Did  they  give  yon  any  directions  what  to  do  ? 
'A*  They  Bdt«d  me  how  kmg  I  had  beta  there. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  what  to  do  f 

J,  They  told  me  to  stop  there  till  they  retnnied. 

Q.  fiowsMncKd they oome back? 

A.  In  abent  a <{urtcr  of  an  hour,  ii  might  bealitle 
xnore,  I  cannot  say  pavtinnlatly. 

Q.  Did  they  bring  any  tihmg  wl^  them  ? 

A-  Not  then^ 

Q.  Did  they  go  again  and  come  b«sk  again  i 

A.  Two  gentlemen  came  after  that,  and  asked  me  where 
I  was  going  with  that  waggon,  whether  I  was  going  tp 
fipa-fields  with  it. 

•    fi. '  Did  eWier  of  them,  o»  any  otheor  pejwn,  brini^  toy 
thing  to  yoor  waggon  ? 

A.  Yes,  after  that* 

42.  Who  did  that? 

A.  Both  Castle  and  Hooper  too. 
'    U.  What  was  it  thqr  btought  ? 

A.  Something  wrapped  up  in  blflakets  and  something 
in  a  handkerchief,  which  were  pal  into  Ae  waggoit;  long 
poles  they  poved  to  be. 

Mr.  Justice  Baglef.  The  tongv|M*et  lata  wmpped  «p 
in  what?  -^     > 

h  s 
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A.  In  a  blanket. 

Mr.  Gumey.  Who  went  with  yon  to  Spa-fields  at  last, 
after  you  had  all  the  things  ? 

A.  Mr.  Hooper  rode  in  the  waggon  all  the  way. 

Q.  Then  Castle  did  not  go  to  Spa-fields  with  you? 

A.  To  my  knowledge  I  never  saw  him  afterwards. 

Q.  When  Hooper  got  into  the  waggon,  to  go  with  you 
in.  the  waggon  to  Spa-fields,  were  there  any  other  perapns 
in  company  with  him  ? 

A.  There  were  two  gentlemen  wha  had  made  great  in- 
quiry whese  the  waggon  was.going. 

Q.  Did  they  speak  to  Hooper  when  he  got  into  the 
waggon? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  appear  to  be  in  oompany  with  him  i 

A.  Yes;  and  he  told  me,  if  any  body  aaked  where  the 
waggon  was  going,  not  to  tell  them* 

Q.  Did  they  walk  before  you? 

A.  Yes,  they  told  me  to  follow  them. 

Q.  And  did  you  foUow  them  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  Sparfields  i 

A.  To  Spa-fields. 

Q«  When  you  got  to  Spa-fields,  were  you  directed  to 
stop  by  any  person  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was..  .1 

Q.  By  whom  i 

A.  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Hooper  told  me  to  stop ;  but  I 
was  directed  by  one,  two  or  three ;  those  two  geotleopen 
that  I  followed  told  me  to  stop. 
.    (2.  Did  they  stop  too  f 

A.  Yes.  ;    , 

CL  Did  you  take  yoirhoiBesoati 
'  4*  I  did;  I  told  my  bds  to  take  them  out. 
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Q.  Did  yon  then  make  any  application  to  Hooper  for 
any  thing  ? 

A.  Yes;  when  Mr.  Castle  came  to  me  on  the  Wed- 
nesday be  gave  me  ten  shillings  as  earnest  for  the  waggon^ 
and  on  Snnday  two  one  pound  notes. 

Q.  Thien  yon  Ijad  received  two  pounds  ten  shillings  f 

A»  Yes ;  and  I  was  to  have  thirteen  shillings  more  on 
Moaday  morning. 

Q.  How  was  that  ? 

A.  Three  guineas  I  was  to  have  for  the  use  of  the  waggon. 

Q.  For  yourself  and  the  boys  f 

A.  For  myself  and  the  bojs. 

Q.  Did  yon  apply  to  Mr. -Hooper  for  this  thirteen 
ahillings  ? 

A.  I  got  up  in  the  waggon,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Hooper, 
and  there  were  those  two  gentlemen,  and  two  or  three  more 
that  went  before  the  waggon ;  and  he  said,  I  bad  no  occa« 
aion  to  trauble  myself. 

Q.  Who  said  that  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  persons  were  young 
^  Watson  and  Tbistlewood. 

a  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  gentleman  yon  call 
Tbistlewood  i  [poinin^  to  Thi^Umood.] 

it..  I  believe  that  to  be  the  gentleman,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Was  he  dressed  then  as  he  is  now  i 
■   .A.  No ;  he  had  on  a  brown  great  coat. 

Q.  Was  he  dressed  like  a  gentleman  i   • 

A.  Both  like  gentlemen ;  arm  in  i^m  together. 

Q.  What  answer  did  Mr.  Tbistlewood  give  you  ? 

^.  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  him,  but  some  one 
made  me  an  answer,  I  had  no  occasion  to  have  my  doubts; 
if  it  was  five  hundred  pound  I  should  be  paid. 

Q.  Did  these  persons  get  into  your  waggon  i 
.   il.  They  were  itf  the  .waggon. 

^3 
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(3.  AUfkref  ofilieia?   .  '    •  .       ;> 

il.  Yes;  three  or  four  of  them. 

Q4  Did  aoy  oiher  persons  get  in  i 

A.  The  veiy  moment  I  spoke  thoso  wofdt,  I  got  Mt^tf- 
the  waggon,  and  the  waggon  was  filled  with  people  of 
every  description ;  boys  rad  men  of  every  desoriptioo ;'  it 
was  iiiled  in  no  time. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  those  long  poks  which  weM 
Wrapped  up  in  blankets  \ 

A*  They  undid  them>  and  they  proved  to  be  fii^ ;  Imd 
they  waived  them  about  and  hunra'd^  and  made  a  great 
lioise. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  held  up  the  flags  i 

A,  Noj  I  cannot  say.  { 

Q.  You  took  out  your  hones,  you  say  i 

4.  Yea. 

Q^  Did  any  persons  make  speeches  from  tbe  waggon } 

A.  Yes ;  there  were  many  persons  made  speeches ;  but: 
t  paid  attention  to  the  front  of  the  waggon,  and  did.  not 
hear  them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  the  last  speaker  sslid  ? 

A.  *'  Follow  me." 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  ibat  was  i 

A.  Idonoi. 

d.  After  you  had  heard  the  words,  *^  Follow  me ;"  what 
became  of  die  persons  who  were  in  tbe  waggon  i 

A.  They  all  gpt  out ;  the  mob  all  followed  ibem,  Imd 
left  the  waggon. 

Q.  Did  the  colours  go  away  as  well  as  the  iliob  f 

A.  Ye^ 

CU  After  they  were  gone,  did  you  find  any  thing  left  in 
the  waggon  I 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

ft.  Whiit? 

A.  A  piece  of  cloth,  apparently  lik<e  a  handkerchki^; 


Ltb«re  WM  ftme  hay  left  in  tb^  waggpn;  fOoA  after-^ey 
were  gone,  I  stopped  about  half  aa  hour.  : 

Q.  You  found  a  pieee  of  clojUi^  and  what  did  you  fiud 

A.  Some  bullets,  a  can  of  powder,  and  like  slags  io  it ; 
bits  of  lead  cut  to  pie^eiij  in  »  gl^e^  the  po^rder.  wi^  in 
a  tin  can. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  such  dmiBterft  m  powd^  is  ke^t  vx  i 
r-  A.Y9^ 
•:     Q.  .Ptd  you.aftefwaniU.give  thtm  |o  the  officer,  Qilloior  f 

A.  Ho,  I  gave  them  to  my  soa^ia*law,  Yeomans* 
r     Q^  Which  of  them  bro«gbt  that  piece  pf  cloth  that  had 
these  things  i  - 

ii.  I  am  not  suirei  but  I  think  Castle  put  it  in  the 
^waggon. 
^     Q.  Was  Hooper  with  him  when  he  bioaght  it  i; 

-A.  Yes, 

,  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  WetherelL 

Q.  Castle  put  the  blankets  into  tlie  waggon  i 

A.  I  am  not  sure,  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  When  he  first  came  to  you  about  the  waggon,  I 
understand  you  to  say  be  'was  alone  ? 

A,  He  was. 
.^    Q.  Did  he  say  any  thing  else  about  Mr.  Hunt  i 

A.  That  was  what  he  hired  the  waggon  for. 

a  For  Mr.  Hunt? 

A.Yei. 

Q.  And  that  Government  had  offered  to  build  bastijigs, 
and  he  would  not  accept  of  them  i  i 

A.  Yes;  what  be  had  to  say,  be  would  say  from  a 
waggon. 

^    Q.  How  l90g^  was  it  after  this^  that  you  say  soioe  other 
person  came  with  Castle  ? 

A.  On  the  Sunday  follpwiog*  -^  ^.       , 

1.4 
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Q.  Which  of  the  pencms  here  was  it  tbtt  oM&e  widi 

him  on  the  Sunday  following  ? 
<  A.  That  gentleman  there.  Hooper. 

a  You  saj  something  about  the  younger  Watson  ^ 

il.  Yes. 

a  Where  did  you  first  see'  him  i 

A.  At  the  top  of  Chancery-lane. 

Q.  Are  you  sore  of  that  i 

A.  I  am  not  certain  it  was  him,  but  by  the^cscriptiott 
I  think  it  was  him ;  he  was  in  company  With  that  other 
gentleman  there  {paintmg  to  Hooper.] 

Q.  Was  it  the  same  person  who  made  a  speech  from 
the  waggon  f 

A.  There  were  three  or  foar  in  the  waggon. 

Q.  You  heard  somebody  use  the  expression  of  ^'  follow 
me;"  was  the  person  who  used  that  eirpression  **  follow 
me/'  the  same  person  you  saw  at  the  top  of  -Chanoary- 
lane  i 

A.  I  cannot  say,  there  were  so  many  persons  there,  and 
I  was  attending  to  the  front  of  the  waggon;  but  I  heard 
the  words,  and  those  were  the  only  words  I  attended  to. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  the  top  of  the  waggon  i 

A.  I  was  in  front  of  the  shafts  of  the  waggon ;  there 
were  so  many  people  getting  on  the  shafts^  I  was  afraid 
they  would  break  them ;  I  heard  those  words,  and  thej 
got  out  directly. 

Q.  You  were  dose  to  the  shafts  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  these  are  all  the  expressions  you  remember  f 

A.  Yes.  - 

Q.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  noise? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  any  thing  choice  and  good  ^iras  taid,  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  hurraing,  waf  not  there? 

A.  There  was,  a  great  many  times.. 
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Q.  Wat  not  there  a  great  deal  of  aoiie dwiogdic time 
of  the  speeches  going  on  i 

A.  There  was. 

Q.  Was  not  there  a  g^Dod  deal  of  crowcUog  jAd  thov 
ing  and  jostling  in  that  place  I 

A.  There  was, 

Q.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  I 
'     A.  YeSy  the  whole  of  the  time< 

Q.  Yott .sat  npon. the  shafts? 

A.  Mo,  I  stood  upon  the  ground. 

Q.  Were  those  the  only  words  you  attended  to  f 

A.  I  cannot  mention  one  word  they  said^  oidy  that 
word ;  1  took  no  notice  of  -  what  they  said. 

Q.  That  was  the  final  close  i 

-4^  Yes- 

A  Jurjfman*  Did  you  say  it  was  a  glove  that  contained 
those  bttlleu  that  were  found  i 

A.  An  M  glove,  a  worsted  glove. 

A  Juryman.  Mi^  I  ask,  how  he  disposed  of  the  shafts  ? 

A.  They  were  at  liberty. 

Q.  Did  you  suffer  pelsons  to  stand  within  the  Aifts? 

A.  1  was  obliged ;  the  mob  was  so  great^  I  could  no^ 
keep  them  down. 

Thomas  John  Yeomana  sworn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. 

Q.  Are  yon  son-in-law  to  Windemude,  or  step-son  i 
A.  Yes.' 

iL  Were  you  with  him  in  the  ifBggoa  in  Spa-fields  i 
Jk  Ho,  I  came  after  the  mob  were  gone. 
,0.  Did  jomt  finther^give  yoa  the  baUs and  the  powder 
ftat  were  found  in  it? 
^.  He  toU  me  of  it. 
d  What  did  yoa  do  witfathem  I 
A*  Igiotinlodiewaggatt^ 
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<t.  Did  y«a  take  ■tbaa^  '    ^ 

Q.  Who  did  von  afterwards  give  them  ta  ? 
-    A.  Toisy^othcr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  to  Oi]i«i6r  after  that} .   . 

A,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  they  gii^ea  to  Gillmor  at  your  hooae }       / 

A.  Yes ;  I  opened  the  handkerchief^  and  looked  irhat 
was  ioy  and  there  was  a<9aiiister  of  powdef^.aad  Mme 
balk  and  sings.  .  . 

Q.  Yon  took  them  home  aad  gave  theai  to  your  modler  i 

A.  Yes.  . 

Q.  Did  Gilknor  the  officer  come  to  your  house  for 
themf 

A.  Yes ;  he  heard  I  had  such  things,  and  he  came* . 

James  Oillmor  sworn. 
Examined  b]f  Mr.  Gum^. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  police  oAcer  I  believe? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  How  soon  after  the  ad  cf  December  difl  you  gb  to 
.  Windemude's  f 

'  A.  On  the  Sunday  following.- 

Q.  That  was  the  8th  i 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  there  any  powder  and  balls,  and 
slugs  i* 

A.  Not  that  day  ;  on  the  Wednesday  following  that. 

CL  Will  you  paroduce  what  you  received  I  ^ 

A.  I  received  these  from  Windemnde ;  this  conlains 
ballots,  and  this  powder,  [pmlueiag  tkem]  .     * 

Q.  And  that  piece  of  ribbon  in  your  handi  ;: 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Justice  Baylejf.,  Wetethey  in  ^ihese  Ahigs  theft  ? 

A.  Yes,  these  are  bullets,  msA  lifBKma^moit  fdugsi^ 
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,  .0*  How  many  bnllett  are  tbens  i 
A.  Belter  tbao  sixty. 
Q«  ^d  ho«r  many  slugs  ? 
A  About  half  a  dozen. 

Q,  How  Bsach  powder  ia  there  ia  that  caiuster  t 
>L  I  do  not  know  $  I  sbould  presume,  by  ike  look  of  tbt 
canister^  a  pound. 

a  Was  it  full,  or  not  ? 

X  It  was  nearly  &11,  but,  by  baiog  kept,  it  driei« 
Lord  ElknboroiigL  The  bullets  are  in  a  gk>ve« 
iff.  J$uiic€  JMiott^M  is  a  glove^  without  diYsding  the 
^fingers. 

Ann  Hayes  sworn. 

Mxamimi  by  Mr.  Gnmey. 

Q.  In  the  months  of  November  and  December  last;  did 
you  live  servant  ac  the  Ship  at  Horseferry-road  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  seeing  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Castle  there,  shorily  before  the  Spa*fields  meetmg  \ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  once,  or  more  than  once  i 

A.  Twice. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  being  there  on  the  Sunday 
with  Windemude? 

A,  Yes. 

Q.  Was  any  other  person  in  company  with  him  i 

A.  One  person. 

CL  Do  you  think  yon  should  know  that  person  again  f 

il.  No. 

Q.  Did  Castle  give  you  any  ribbon  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  of  it  there/ 

A.  Yes  [producing  tV.] 

Xord  Ettmborwgh.  It  is  the  same  mustf  of  tli-tfiloaied 
gibbon,  green,  white,  and  red« 


173 

Mr.  Gumey.  Have  yra  the  ribbon  that  was  fottiicl  in 
the  waggoD,  I  wish  to  see  whetlier  they  were  alike  i 

Mr.  Justice  Baykjf.  Is  it  proved  to  have  been  foond  in 
the  waggon  i 

Mr.  Gumey.  [to  Windemude']  When  jon  found  the 
things  in  the  wi^gon,  was  that  piece  of  ribbon  there  too  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  get  it  i 

A.  That  is  the  piece  of  ribbon,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledgei  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Wheatley*s  servant. 

Mr.  Gumey.  [to  Gillmor']  Did  }oa  receive  that  ribbon 
from  Windemude's  house  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  [To  Yeomans\  Where  did  you  receive  it  from  I 

A.  From  Windemude. 

Thomas  Stacy  smom. 
.  Examined  by  Mr.  Riekardsom. 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  Queen-street,  Camden  Town  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  is  your  shop  ? 

A.  Chariotte-street,  PorUaod-pIace. 
>  Q.  Do  you  remember  a  man  of  the  name  of  Castle  buy- 
ing from  you  any  sabres  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  time  of  the  second  Spa-fields 
meeting  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  before  that  time  f 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  before  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  not  a  week  before,  when  he  took  them 
away ;  he  took  a  sabre  and  a  dirk  away. 

CU  H«  bought  them  from  you,  and  carried  them  away  J , 

A»  Yes. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Serjeant  Copley. 

CL  Did  700  know  this  man  ? 
J.  Yes. 

CL  You  had  known  him  before  i 
A.  Yes. 

George  Flint  smom* 

Examined  by  Mr.  Richardson. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  pawnbroker  i 

A.  lam. 

CL  Where  is  jonr  shop  f 

A.  At  No.  89,  Edgware-road. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  selling  any  pistols  to  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Castle  I 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  One  pair,  or  two  pair? 

A.  I  sold  him  bat  one  pair  \  bat  I  took  the  money  for 
two  pair. 

Q.  When  he  firat  came,  did  he  bargain  with  you  \ 

A.  No,  he  did  not ;  he  bargained  with  my  servant. 

Q.  The  second  time  be  came,  did  you  see  him  i 

^.  Idid. 
.    Q.  The  second  time  that  he  came,  did  he  take  away  a 
pair  of  pifttols  i 

A.  He  took  away  the  first  pair  that  he  parchased. 

Q.  How  much  did  he  pay  you  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  tliat;  it  was  the  remainder  of  the 
purchase  money;  be  paid  eighteen  shillings  for  them; 
something  had  been  paid  before,  and  he  completed  his 
purchase  and  took  them  away. 

CL  Did  he  bargain  with  yoa  then  for  a  second  pair  ?. 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  And  pay  you  part  of  the  purchase  moiiey^  for '  the 
aecondpair?  •  •,,    « > 

A.  He  did.  ,        !     . 
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0.  Did  he  aQerwards  complete  that  purchasei  and  take 
4Mray  the  steond  pair  ? 

A.  On  the  Saturday  morning  he  purchased  thV first  pair; 
he  came  in  the  evening  and  paid  ifor  them,  and  thea  he 
wanted  me  to  keep  the  others  till  Sunday  morning.  I  told 
him  it  was  not  my  custom  to  serve  on  a  Sunday  morning  ; 
but  for  the  purpose  he  wanted  them,  I  thought  it  improper 
to  refuse  it,  and  therefore  I  let  him  have  them  on  Ae 
Sunday  morning.  ,  -    /  >' 

Q.  This  was  just  before  the  Spa-fields  meeting  i       , 

A.  It  was  on  the  joth  of  Noveo^ber,  and  Sunday  morn* 
JOg  was  the  first  of  Deoember. 

A  Juryman.  What  was  the  par(>ose  he  said'he  wanted 
them  for  ?  '     " 

A.  On  the  Saturday  evening,  wHen  I  went  to  the  shop, 
fl  was  not  in  the  shop  vrhen  ha  came,)  my  servant  canie  to 
tell  me ^ 

Lord  EHenborough.  What  signifies  this  stpry, 
A  Juryman.  What  did  he  say  he  wanted  Ibem  for  t 
A.  He  said  he  was  a  Bow-street  patrole,  and  exj^ecting 
t  disturbance  on  Monday,  they  were  ordered  by  the 
magistrates  to  provide  themselves  with  arms  to  protect 
themselves ;  therefore  I  thought  it  was  proper  be  should 
have  them. 

Willum  Mills  mam. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  Are  ygu  foreman  to  Mr.  Parkert  &  gunsmith  in 
Holborn  f 

A.  I  «Bil. 

Q.  Were  you  in  November  and  December  last! 
A.  1  was. 
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Mr.  Gumey.  Will  you  shew  this  gentlemaii  the  pair 
of  pistols  produced  by  Stephens  as  found  upon  Hooper. 
[Th^  were  produced  and  inspected  by  the  fVitnesa.']  In  the 
month  of  November  last  did  you  sell  those  pistols  i    - 

A.  I  did. 

CL  To  whom. 

A.  To  a  young  man  who  gave  me  l^s  name  as  Watson. 

«    Q.  What  address  did  he  give  you  i 
'    A.'  Hyde-street. 

q!  Did  that  same  person  come  again  the  same  day  ? 
.  A.  He  did,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  he  buy  any  more  of  you  f 

A'  He  bought  two  more. 

Mr.Gumey^  Have  th^  goodness  to  shew  bim  the 
pistol  with  which  Mr.  P)att  was  shot.  [Jt  was  sheam  to  the 
Witms^li  Is  that  one  ol  the  two  you  sold  him  the  ^ecood 
time  he  came  i 

A.  This  was  one  of  the  four  pistols  I  sold^  but  I  cannot 
distinctly  say  whether  it  was  one  of  the  first  or  the  last 
pair. 

Q.  Tbba  you  have  seen  here  three  of  the  fomi  you  sold 
to  that  person  P  / 

jt.  1  have. 

*    Mr.  Gumey.    Now  shew  him  the  pistol  found  upon  old 
Watson,  by  Miell,  at  Highgate.    [If  was  shetcn  to  the 
Witness^  Is  that  the  fourth  ? 
A.  This  is  the  fourth  pistol. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.    That  is  my  case,  my  Lord. 


MR.  WETHEKELL. 
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MR-  WETHERELL. 

May  it  please  your  Lordships^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Joiy, 
We  are  now  arrived  at  the  middle  of  the  fifth  day  in 
the  Trial  of  an  Indictment  far  Treason  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary description  which  ever  occurred  in  this  country ;  of 
such  a  description,  that  I  cannot  fail  to  say,  I  am  confident 
we  shall  never  see  another  of  the  same ,  a  trial  which,  in 
the  mete  statement  and  narrative  of  the  fitcts  and  circum- 
stances composing  the  imputed  crime,  has  run  out  into 
length  absolutely  unexampled.    A  trial  founded  upon  a 
Record,  which  has  no  precedent  in  the  Crown  OiBce  of  His 
Majesty ;  a  Record,  which  presents  not  one  or  twostiftnig  , 
and  clear  facts  leading  to  one  or  two  clear  results  and 
deductions  of  the  law,  but  which  cont»ns,  as  you  will 
perceive  from  what  I  am  now  spreading  otit  before  you, 
a  volume  of  small  facts  and  circumstances,  out  of  which 
is  to  be  laboriously  wrought,  and  as  I  contend  illegally 
wrought,  a  conclusion  of  constrtKtive  and  accumulative 
treason ;  a  Record,  (for  I  will  state  what  I  think  of  it)  which 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  ought  not  to  have  put  upon 
the  file  of  the  Court ;  a  Record)  in  its  form  so  new,  and  so 
unprecedented,  that  His  Majesty's  Attorney  General  in 
his  opening,  as  I  understood  him,  seemed  to  me  at  least, 
to  think  it  improper;  for  unless  I  have  mistaken  his  Ian* 

Siage,  he  seemed  to  allow  that  several  of  the  treasons 
iedged,need  not  have  been  introduced  upon  the  face  of 
it;  I  do  not  say  it|  terms  that  admission  was  made,  but  it 
wa»  virtually  and  i|i  substance  made. 

Gentlemen,  upon  this  Indictment,  the  unhappy  man 
sVmding  at  the  bar  is  9ccused  of  four  distincl  treasons ;  he 


h  Itfbwed  fot  af*coiiipiiMti^  and.  iinagliiiog  theAMh 
of  tbe  king,  a  treason,  which  you  well  koow  in  its  diMK 

;inp0rt  and  definition/ consists  in  the  contemplatioii  «itf 
assassinating  or*  murdering  or  doinghami  to  the  mtmA 

^  penoa  of  ihe  King;  be.  is  accused,  secondlyj  of  mtrkasaa 
which  in  its  nature  and  constitatian^may  exist  whhq«t<te 
direct' contemplation  of  personal  baiu-or  ifijacjriQ.tfap 
Soirerrign/  namely,  the  ^  treason^  of  compassing  and.  imih 
-gining  to  depose,  the  King,  finom.his  imperisl  GMian,.  a 
tieason  which,  however,  involves  in  itself  in  point  df  ]mWp 
ar  a  necessary  or  presumable  consequence,  an  totenlioif  to 
destroy  tbenatonl^person  of  the  King;  he  is  aeoosed^ 
tbirdlyt  of  the  treason  of  aetnally  levying,  aodmahing  wat 
against  the  King,  in.order  by  Ibree  to  subvert  die  govam- 
meat  of  the  realm  and  depose  the  King ;  aad  fMMhly, 
he-ss  aocased-o/  intending  and  conspiring jio  lavywat 
against  the  King,  in  order  by  ibwe  aad  restraint  to  oaaspd 

.  lyinto  change  his  measnres  and  eonnseb*   Thaia  ave  tbfe 
four  tsaasons  which. are  impntad  to  this  .unhappy  m^s.  » 
.Gentlemen,  before  1  mtiodoee  to  your-  notice i|oy^* 

;  gauseats,  fMnded  upon  tbe^partioulariactsjof  dUs  ease^  ot 
upon  the.  isw  W  it,.  I. cannot  bat  entreat  your  ennaest  at^ 
ten^ioa  toa  remark  I  am-  about  to.  oSer  to  yon,  made  by 
oae.of  the  most  learned  and  eminent,  pioas.  and  respectad 
jadgcs  thai  ever»  sat  on  the  bench,  Mr..  Justice  Foster ;  a 
remark  wMch  I  did  not  know,,  at  the  outset  of  this  easc^ 
I.shaukl  have^occasiou'to  meation,  but  which  the  progress 
of  it  baa  reudered  it  absolutely  essential  to  allude  to,  not 
pofaaps.  with'  reference  so  much  to  the  case  of  this  ifttSi»* 
taa^te  man,  aa.  to  the  1%  of  >  every  gentleman  and  of  every 
iadifidnal  in  .  His  .  Mqesty's  dominions*    .ThatJaacnev 

.  Judye,  after  oomposing  bis  treatke  on  the  lavr  of  treason, 

.  eontaining  maxims  no  man  has  questioned,*. and. dbctri%ss 
whif^eveqr.  ma  muit  look  to  as  the  saekell.  text^bf  the 
law^.prefiud.  a  pcefttce^  tn  which- iMf  leodfaimended  Jus 
Vol.  li.  M 


mpA*^^  tff*4  nor  frpm  vmUy,  in  9tintm^ghi^Q^R9 
^4w€rtoti«l  1^  be  paiticularly  yiiliiablei  bpt  from  «  rffflid 
ito  itteiUMresis,  the  Hy^^  and  si^ety  of  ^,  puUict  Ht 
.irawiiif0iirri  ijt  for  a  rea»o«  which  xnn$\  afoeaiijr  have  exr 
Mtmi  ypm  ettentioD,  aod  wbieh  trill  be  very  •utoagl^ 
«DenpUiM  ibefare  ypiur  veidici  is  giveo  m  thi«  casc^  for 
^HiB^^ii^eimry.oiie  ia  lUb  ceiirt»  viU  lqr*md-bj  he  wti** 
4Mtlmtt  MSNUf  ever  provoimc^d  a  iqoreioiiyojclaQt  Imth 
ihm-ML'  Ittfike  Foater  4td,  when  he  iMde  the  ob§ervar 
jymasil  am^at)out  to  rei4  to  yon.  He  mj9»  ^  The  learoiiq; 
^  toitahiiiS  these  eut^jscts  is  a  natter  of  gteat  tod  uiuyeraal 
*  €09utrmvmbu  It  merits^  for  reanoqs  lo«  obvious  to  be  en* 
ff  laigsidiODi  die  atteotiwi  of  every  man  Uviag ;  for  no  ranftv 
-^.  WL^elevation  of  life,  and  let  me  add,  nb  eondoct^  how  ctr# 
*^ ;  itattspQetaoe  ver^  ought  to  tepayt  a  reasonable  man  to  cm* 
if  ^dtitluit  these  eoquiriesdo  not  possibly  concern  biai.  A 
Ff  <  flMtteot%  cool  reflemioBon  tbe  inter  instability  of  homan 
f*t  aflurs^and tbe hnmherkasaniofeieea events  whicha dajr 
**  ma^hripg&itiiiy  wjH  be  anfficient  to  gnerd  any  mvii  eonr 
f^  .sQio»»e£  his.  own  infinutiea^  against  a  d^lust<m  of  Ibis 
V  bindi"r  iJti^m,  Gentlemen^  if  yoa  will  reooUeet  vfho  iatbf 
inoeipaH  I  abonid  say  the  oaly  witneas  me  have  bad  to 
^eal  witiK  in  this  ease»  a  man  of  the  name  of  Castle ;  if  yott 
tvitt  lecoUecfc  what  ^e  is  pioved  to  have  done  ia  the  coiase 
of.thb  ttial;  if  yon  will  ieo6llect  for  whom  hefsawkt 
mas^  from  what  place  he  come^  vshat  be  bat  before  been^ 
and  what  be  now  is;  if  ymi  wiU:give  me  citdit  hers  for 
wha^  I  shall  by^and>J»y  prove  to  yon  he  has  attempted  to 
do»  im  ordet  to  involve  Mr.  Hnot,  yon  will  be  satisfied  lha| 
^.  life  of  BQ  man  in  tUs  kingdom  is  safe;  that  no  man 
evi  be  half  eircomspect  enoagh  on  the  subject  of  timson ; 
I  shoeld  alaKMBt  say^that  no  man  can  be  safe,  unless  by 
throwing  round  Umself  a  cixcnmvallatioa  of  incessant  oaie 
and  vigilance^  whidi  will  become  absolmdy  neoessary  to 
potect  him  from  the  presence^  or  even  the  appao4Qh  of 


179 

jeveiy  peitop  "whmti  character  mfky  be  in  the  tligkt^^ 
gree  liable lo  faapicioo*  and  vbo  cQuld  by  pombUtty  bea 
iritoesfr  againat  him,  as  to  any  one.  thing  which  he  may  da, 
iQf  aqy  one  word  which  he  may  speak. 
.  Gentlemem  I  have  stated  this  remark  to  yfHk,  tor  the 
jpnirpose  of  recommending  it  to  your  attention  as'4  gev^ftal 
aad  loading  principle,  ever  to  be  kept  in  view  iu  coqd«et- 
<ag  yoar  judgments  to  a  proper  conclusion  upon  ,tfae«iab- 
jeol  of  the  evideQce  (hat  runs  throughout  the  whole  Cf 
these  transactions.  Yon  will  hereafter  have  to  consider^ 
whether  Mr.  Castle  is  not  the  man  who  has  mi^de  these 
penmns  bis  dupea ;  whether  he  has .  not  alooe  iave«ted, 
«iid  orgmiaed  and  fnned  the  whole  of  the  propoied  pno- 
ceedi^gSy  which  he  represents  mete  moulded  intQ  a  system 
of  conspifucy ;  whether,  opoa  every  fair  and  mtional  pre- 
emption i|pim  the  subject,  he  is  not  the  father  and  author 
of  jthe  whole  of  these  transactions,  formiog  an  ideal  con* 
i^racy  far  purposes  of  bis  own. 

But,  Gentlemen,  1  will  not,  at  the  outset  of  tbe  case,  go 
^Eaore  9X  large  into  that  result,  which  I  shall  in  the  sequel 
contend  for  with  lefarence  to  the  qoeation,  whether  these 
•men  were  equally  participating  with  Mr*  Castle  in  any  cr^ 
diUe  conspiracy,  or  whether  what  yon  have  heard  is  n^ 
to  be  considered  as  the  plan  of  Castle  alone,  by  his  fraud 
md  contrivance  impated  to  the  persons  against  whom  he 
is  now  a  witness.  I  will  not  pretend  to  come  to  the  result 
of  the  whole,  till  I  have  travelled  tjhrougfa  the  preliminary 
parts  of  the  case.  I  will,  however,  here  say  i^  the  oatsa^ 
that  nnkss  I  am  laistakeD,  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  it  to 
.  jou^  and  to  ottke  it  absokite  demonstration  to  your  judg- 
ment, that:  if  the  treasonable  conspiracy,  whicb  rests  apon 
the  assertioD  of  Castle  alone,  did  really  exist,  it  has  be^tn 
only  byan  accident^  by  the  merest  chance,  as  it  were,  that 
Mr.  Hunt,  whose  ^|iame  is  so  familial^  to  you  apdtotfa^^ 
puyUc,  baa  not  heea  dniwn  by  this  man  into  snch  a  sitH* 


'^tiob,  M  tbtt  he  would  be  now  at  the  bar  of  ttiii  cotirttli 
imputed  coH^inpiFator  widi  theanfortoiiate  pereon  whose 
trial  is  now  proceeding.  I  will  say,  by  anticipadoo,  what 
no  man  who  hears  ne  will  for  one  moment  doubt  of,  that 
an  artiBee,  mojt  designed  and  diabolical,  was  attempted 
by  this  man  to  draw  in  and  intermix  Mr.  Hunt  as  a  paity 
apparently  parCiking  in  the  transactions  ct-  the  2d  of  D^ 
-eembeTi  and- so  to  involve  him,  as  that  he  would  infallibly 
tune  been  standing  here  to-day,  to  pass  throill^h  the  coU 
*sweat  of  being  tried  for  his  life  as  an  arraigned  traitor. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  must  own  that  my  main  object  'in 
•rising  to  address  yon,  has  rather  led  me  to  bring*  under 
your  consideration,  propositions  connected  with  the  law- of 
the  case,  than  to  enter  into  any  elaborate  and  minute 
review  of  the  circumstances  which  compose  the  detail  of 
it,  because  I  am  perfectly  well  convinced  thai-  the  atten^ 
'tion  yon  have  bestowed  on  the  evidence,  in  the  course 
of  its  progress,  has  stamped  upon  your  memory,  and  plaead 
under  your  view,  every  fact  and  circumstance,-  and  all  their 
combinations,  with  an  arrangement  and  method  infinitely 
'more  aecumte  than  they  could  derive  from  any  represent 
tation  of  mine;  indeed,  I  feel  confident  that  any  detail  of 
the  facts,  if  I  were  to  trace  them,  would  rather  derange 
than  place  them  in  better  order :  it  is  fbr  that  reason  that 
"wherever  I  shall^  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  allude  to 
^e  facts,  it  will  be  rather  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring 
to  collect  some  general'  result  than-  to  trace  the  circum- 
Btances  which  lead  to  that  result. 
'  Gentlemen,  I  shall  therefore  first  take  the  liberty  toxall 
your  attaitiou  to  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  law  of  Engl^ftidy 
as  arinng  out  of  the  facts  which  ^  now  stand  in  evidence 
before  yon. 

Gendemen,  I  dlow  it  to  be  a  dear  proposition  in  Iaw«-^ 

:  ft  proposition  which'  I  do  not  mean  to  question  at  all— a 

^proposition,  the  principle  of  which  cannot  now  be  doui>ted» 
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^at  all  intention  to-do  bodily  fa'artnr  or  iiijary  to  Uie 
Sovereign,  is  as  much  txeasoa  as  to  compass  his  death* 
An  inteotion  to  imprison  or  seize  the  person,  or  to  impose 
restraint  on  the  person  of  the  King,  is  equally  treason,  as  • 
if  the  precise  object  of  the  dissolution  of  his  person  wei^ 
made  out.    It  will  be  understood,  therefore,  that  I:make 
the.fnlle&t  admissions  as  to  the  legal  definition  of  any. 
tseason  levelled  against  the  natural  person  of  His  Majesty.  < 
We  must  next  enquire  into  the  fact  of  the  treasonable 
intention,  for  the  question  of  intention  is  a  question  of 
/met.  We  mast,  therefore,  enquire  whether,  in  point  of  fact» 
the  design  or  project  of  the  personal  destiiuction  of  the 
Sovereign,  or  of  any.  violence  against  his  person,  was  or, 
Wfts  not  in  reality  contemplated.    Now,  Gentlemen^  when- 
we  xecoUect  His  Majesty's  years — when  we  recollect  that 
after  the  long  and  illustrious  reign  of  His  Majesty,  it  has 
pleased  that  Providence,  whose  dispensations  of  grandeur 
ave  often'  mixed  with  dispensations  of  misfortune-— wbeit  - 
we  recollect  that,  at  the  age  pf  eighty  years,  after  ^  life  of 
Unexampled  public  and  private  virtue.  His  Majesty  is  na  • 
longer  able  to  carry  on,  by.  his  own  agency,  the  adminis-  -> 
t/ation  of  the  affairs  of  this  great  Empire,  human  natort- 
has  interposed  a  bar  to  the  existence  of  such  a  oontem-. 
idation  or  design;  for  notwithstanding  the  crimes  and, ' 
enormities  with  which  mankind  is  too  much  blotted,  yet 
there*  are  limits  even  to  these ;  and  I  think  no  one  wiU  . 
deny  to-me  this  proposition,  that  it  is  not  within  humanity^ 
Itself. that  any  person  could    entertain  the  project  of 
violence  to  the  sacred  person  and  grey  bairs  of  the  King^ . 
Gentlemen,!  might  add  here>  that  considering  the  lamented 
situation   in  which   it  has  pleased  God  that  His  Ma^. 
jesty  should  be  placed,,  a  treason  of  this  description  i»f 
so  puerile,  with  reference  to  any  practical  consequences  ta  » 
he  derived^  fiom ;  it^  as  again  to  repel  (be  possibility  that 
inch aaiideaeooUenlei themihd  of  aoy ma»;  foritoe ah^- 
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becir  in  mind/that  His  Royal  Highness  The  Prince  Regent 
has  been  many  yean  in  possession  of  the  goTeramentJ 
If  I  am  to  argue  seriously  this  point  of  compassing  the 
King's  death,  I  wonld  ask,  any  one  would  ask  the  con*^ 
spirat^r,  what  is  yonr  object  in  attempting  personal  violence 
npon  the  Sovereign,  when  the  government  is  not  actually 
in  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign — ^in  legal  contemplation  it 
resides  in  him,  but,  in  fact,  it  is  carried  on  by  His  Royal 
Highness  The  Prince  Regent.  Gentlemen,  following  op 
this  notion  of  personal  malignity  against  the  King,  I  must 
add,  that  in  the  cburse  of  four  days  evidence^  there  has 
not  been  brought  home  to  this  unfortunate  man,  nor  indeed 
fo  any  of  the  other  prisoners,  the  slightest,  the  remotest 
word  or  expression  of  bad  feeling,  either  against  the  august 
Sovereign  himself,  or  against  the  Prince  Regent,  or  against 
any  member  of  bis  august  House ;  for  in  the  numerous 
meetings,  in  the  numerous  conversations,  in  all  that  mass 
of  facts  and  circumstances,  the  developement  of  which 
has  occupied  t&ar  whole  days ;  not  only  nothing  tending 
to  the  denial  of  the  authority  and  dignity  of  the  Royal 
House  which  reigns  over  us  has  been  imputed  to  the  pri- 
soner, but  nothing  even  of  contumely  or  disrespect  of 
language.  I  must  impress  this  on  yonr  minds,  for  it  is  the 
lur  result  of  the  evidence.  In  the  prisoner,  or  his 
associates,  there  is  not  upon  any  occasion  apparent,  u  ten* 
dency  or  disposition  to  disloyal  principles.  Upon  one 
occasion  indeed,  an  infamous  toast  was  given,  too  infamous 
ihr  me  to  repeat,  I  mean  the  toast  given^  at  the  tavern 
at  Bouverie-street.  But  by  whom  was  that  toast  given  i 
iy  the  seducer  Castle;  and  when  yon  have  heard 
Mr.Honf  s  account  of  what  passed  at  tlie  tavern,  you  will 
entertain  no  doubt  that  he  was  the  intended  victim  of  big 
•nntrlraoce,. 

Gentlemen,  having  called  your  attention  to  the  natuM 
«f  theiim  treason,  i  shall  fii§aa»  it  without  tronUiiig  yott 
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Amiter  ihAI  by  sayingi  that  if  it  be  p«t  on  iit^mxadfat 
tht  purpose  of.illlc^Dg  thdt  the  conspimtois  imended  ta 
dterthrom  the  wbok  gbveniiiient)  ^bich  trMyon  I  aUo#. 
oairies  with  it)  as  a  legal  pranimptiooy  xht  deaitb  of  di» 
Sovereign;  I  have  no  objection  to  tbe  iilt#o4tictioii  of  k  f 
bat  if  it  be  introdaced  for  the  purpose  of  rairing  the  pro- 
poBttioD,  in  point  of  fact,  that  harm  and  desmctiofi  wan 
mtended  to  the  natural  pemn  of  the  Kiog^  fn  ibe  Meet 
and  immediate  sense  of  the  expressionj  l  wlU  cMtenr 
myself  witb  applying  to  it  no  other  argumelit^  mAitatiiM/ 
dian  to  designate  it  as  a  perfed  puerility^ 

TUdw,  Gentlemen,  I  shall  take  tbe  liberty  tDddl  yo«lr 
aitetitiMi  next  ta  the  second  treason  stUted  updii  fbi^ 
record;  it  i^  that  of  compassing  and  ima^ntng  to  depaM[ 
the  King  from  his  kingly  office  and  his  kindly  dignity.' 
Gentlemen,  that  is  a  treason  wbichi  droppitig^fer  aiMomib 
tike  accuracy  and  precision  of  legal  phrase,  imports  ffaat 
the  abtors  in  it  propose  to  overthrow  the  gove»iimMt|.aiMl> 
to  demolish  the  constitution. 

Now  it  is  clear  and  undoubted  law,  that  conspiring  to^ 
depose  the  King  is  a  treason  under  die  anciebt  statnce  ofi 
Edward  the  Thiid.  The  Attorney  General;  as  I  ubderstood' 
him,  said,  that  the  treason  stated  in  the  second  ooant;  Wbicit 
is  diat  of  conspiring  to  depose  the  King,  and  tbe  treak>n^ 
stated  in  the  fonrth  coant,  which  is  that  of  ooospiriag  tor 
levy  war  against  tbe  King,  by  force  and  construntto  com-: 
pel  him  to  change  his  measi|i»s  and  comisels,  seemed  t6r 
be  pretty  m^h  tlie  same  as  the  treason  stated  in  the  first 
<k>nbt.  I  cannot  agree  to  that  law.  A  statute  was  madcf 
ih  the  year  lyc^,  for  tbe  purpose  of  enlarging  thestastnie 
of  Edward^  and  of^oreaiting  treasons  wfaidi  were  notsiicfar 
before.  By  tlie  ancient  statute  of  £dward>  tbe  mere  Cot^ 
npiring  to  lerf  war,  in  ^rder  t^  compel  a  change  of  mm^^ 
ifenres,  I  apprehend,  vroold  not  Uave  been  treoste*  By  tbe 
Act  of  179s,  a  WW  treOMHL  is  made,  Dtamly,  tfaat^^  am»' 
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cjptfuig  to kvy  war  ia  older  to  istamidiUe  or  ov6r<«ireibr ^ 
BnrliaiMiit.    Itk  alioiMde  a  treason,  by  this  modevii^ 
Act,  tactn^pirf  to  levj  war  against  the  Kiag,  in  order  to 
oompd  him  td  ciMuige  his  measares  and  ooiwsels.    Novip. 
I  .will  not  stop  to  eaqoiie  whether  Uie  treason  alleged  la- 
the fourth  count  coold  or  could  not  exist. under  the 
ttatnte  of  Edward,  or  whether  the  statute  of.  1795  has 
or  has  na(t  Yariad  ^  law  and  the  rule  of  >  the  ancient 
atatnte  upon  that. subject;  undoubtedly  such  a  conspi- 
ifKBg  wpotd  be  treason  now.  I  i^incor,  therefore,,  io  the  law. 
as  it  is  stated  now  to  exist;  though  I  must  say,  the  very- 
slitttement  of  the  Attorney  General^  in  which  be  said  .the 
second  and  fourth  treasons  were  much  the  sanae  as  comh 
yassing  the  Kiog'ii  death,  appeared  to  me  to  lead  to  the- 
eonchudon,  that  they. were. unnecessary  allegations;  and 
therefore!  ask,  why  are  they  inserted  in  the  indictment? 
Host  assuredly  it  is  a  maxim  of  law  and  of  fact,  tlutt  to 
Oenspire  the  deftructionof  the  government,  u  to  comr 
pass  the  death  of  the  King,  the  personal  destruction  oC 
the  Sovereign  being  involved  inthe.  destruction  of  iiis 
government;  why,  then,  have. the  framers  of  thisxeoord 
multiplied  their  charges?      The  -Attorney  General  has  ^ 
alated  to  us,>  that  the  ground  on  which  he  proceeds  here, 
IS  the  -ground,  that  they  intended  to  overthrow,  by  one 
general  revolution,  the  whole  state,  government  ^od  con« 
stitution..  If  this  be  so>  why  has  not  the  record  confined 
kself  to  the  first  treason?  why  go  iurtber ? 

Gendemen,  I  have  called  your  attention  to  these  pre-f 
lilninary  remarics,  becanse  in  this  variety  of  treasons  you. 
might  he  led  to  suppose  that  there  was  soatiethiog  of  >sa 
very  peculiar  a  description  in  this  case,  that  the  pecplianty. 
of  it  required  a  multiplication  of  charges,  in  orde^  4iat 
a  treason  tpight  some  how  he  oomplicaced  from,  the  whole, 
taken  logether.  fiot  sudi  a* principle  oMmot  exist  in. 
law.    It  is  not  emmgl^  to  have  sametbiog  of  one  treasoi^. 
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SMMIbiilgof  a  jeond,  Mnetkiog  of  a  thirds  «iid^A«»^- 
thing  of  a  foufth ;  this  miztiire  camiot  be  periAiirtfl^r 
thi%  you  weU  kiiaw>  would  be  accuamlative  tteasoir;  joa.* 
mmt  therefore  look  at  these  four  charges  disttnciiy,  iD*> 
lUddiiaUy,  and  substaatirely  ;  iund  some  one  of  thcm^^ranai 
be  pointedly  made  ont* 

GSentlemeny  I  fenteitain  a  pretty  strong  conjecture  that 
these  four  treasons  have  been  imputed,  because  the  crown' 
lawyers  were  cooscions  they  could  not  maintain  their - 
case  upon  any  one  of  them  separately.  The  crown  lawyers-- 
have  therefore,  skilfuUy  enough,  put  in  four  treasons,  in^ 
order  to  perplex  the  subject,  and  to  obtain  by  confusion 
wbat  they  could  not  obtain  by  distinctness  and  precision. 
.  Gentlanen,!  da  not  wish  to  enter  here  into  a  legal> 
disquisition,  which  would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  tiiAe^t 
whether  the  fourth  treason  did  exist,  under  the  statute  of 
Edward  III.    I  beg  leave,  however,  to  enter  my  protesfe- 
against  that  poposition ;  and  I  have  Lord  Hale's  authority,' 
and  many  other  authorities,  to  shew,  that  a  mere  conspiracy  t 
or  agreement  to  levy  what  is   termed  constructive  cp^r,. 
^t  isy  war  not  having  in  view  any  restraint  or  violence- 
against  the  person  of  the  King,  is  not  a  treason  within » 
the  ancient  sutute.    But  it  is  not  worth  while  to  pursue- 
this  point  further;  for  the  allegation  is  expressed  generally* 
^nder  the  sutute  which  means  both  statutes.     I  only 
advert  to  tlie  opening  of  the  Attorney  General :  it  is  not^ 
so  much  my, argument  to  complain  that  the  second  and* 
fourth  treasons-have  found  their  way  into  the^  indictment,: 
as  to  remind  you  that  it  has  been  admitted  they  were  un^ 
necessaiy. 

,  Now,  Gentlemen,  having  called  your  attention  k>  tbi^ 
^Mict  analysis  of  the  first,  second,  and  .fourth  *  ueasons 
stated  upon  the  record,you  will  next  allow  m^  to  call  yo^t^ 
attention  to  the  facu  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  them; 
You  most  have  evidf^ce^^y  vihic)i  jou  are  tabf  ^isfl^ 
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thtlilMelMibeena  plan  or  conspinuty  to  p«it  4h«  Kinf 
to  dMtby  or  to  oTertfarow  the  whole  gov^rftmenty  or  some 
cootpiimry  oir  plan  to  depoie  the  Kiug  from  bis  kinglj 
office;  nr  700  most  be  satisfied  that  there  has  beeo  some 
sMie  oonspiracy  or  plan  to  levy  war  to  compel  the  King* 
bj  force  to  change  his  measures. 

Now,  Gentlemen^  I  sboald  bare  tbooght  that  the  oilly 
ftatofe  ia  this  case^  which  could  possibly  require  exami* 
natHMi-^I  shoaid  have  said*  that  the  only  treason^  the  mip* 
poaed  existeRce  <^  which  could  deserve  attentiofi  wais^  tibe 
third  treason  stated  in.'  the  indictmeDty  namely^  thai  of 
baving  actually  levied  war ;  that  is,  whether  the.  outrages 
and  violences  committed  on  the  2d  of  December  did  or 
did  not,  in  point  of  fact  and  in  point  of  kw,  satisfy  the 
deinition  of  levying  va**,  according  to  the  principle  of 
the  ancient  statute  of  Edward  the  Third.    I   may  be 
vhrong  in  that ;  it  is,  however,  my  opinion.    I  cttmot  bring 
ray  own  mind  to  delude  itself  with  the  idea  of  a  consphacy 
to  ktU  the  King  or  to  depose  him  from  his  kingly  office, 
or  to  subvert  and  destroy  the  constitation  and  the  govern* 
ment.   I  say,  of  all  this  bulk  and  ihass  of  conspiracy  to  over* 
throw  the  state,  there  exists  not,  as  I  insist,  as  I  submit  it  to 
your  veracity  and  honour  as  Oeotlemen,  to  your  oaths, 
to  your  collective   and  individual  discernment  as  jury* 
liien,  tkere  exists  not  one  fact  nor  the  semblance  of  a  ikct 
to  make  it  a  colourable  case.    There  is  not  even  a  ftct 
whieb  any  man  would  desire  to  have  gravely  argued  before 
him.    Why  do  I  say  that?  because  the  persons  who  com- 
pose  the  conspiracy  are  men  whose  sitnations  in  life,  as  it 
strikes  my  poor  judgment,  is  such,  that  they  are  not 
exactly  the  sort  of  persons  to  make  a  new  constitntion 
fdr  ns.    Wctt,  bnt  we  have  had  evidence,  nay,  written 
eindtfnce,  that  they  meant  to  put  up  a  new  government  * 
^Mfh  h  the  miserable  scrap  of  paper,  the  C.  P.  S.  described 
If  ttte  #NttpiMtor  Castle.    Tbis^  I  soppose,  i?  to  be  edkd 
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a' skeleton  of  a  new  goveroment.  GentieaiMy  y^tmKcollMl^ 
MB  we  all  do,  the  state  of  this  country,  the  state  of  political 
|iAit$es  amongst  usdnring  the  early  parts  of  the  French  le* 
volctfon,  and  the  transactions  which  led  to  the  trials  at  the 
Old  Bailey  in  the  year  1 794.  There  did  indeed  thenr  exist 
the  notion  of  overthrowing  the  existing  constitntion,  19 
t>rder  to  place  a  new  one  in  the  room  of  it.  The  treassn 
then  impnted  was,  that  Tooke  and  Hardy^  md  the  soeieties 
with  whom  they  were  connected,  had  fonned  a  plan  td 
subvert  the  government  by  calling  a  convention  of  ths 
people;  wbfch  was  to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  legisla- 
tnre/  to  demolish  die  entire  fabric  of  the  constitution,  and 
to  stibstitnte  a  republic,  i  need  not  do  more  than  oalt 
ybtir  Attention  to  the  contrast  between  that  case  and  tim 
present.  '  Thefe  existed  then  a  pany  in  this  conntry  too 
iilvch  dfaposed  to  think,  that  the  Convention  tlf  Fraaee 
Iras  a  better  thing  than  the  Parliament  of  England ;  and 
some  persons  from  foHy  and  levity ,  some  from  heat,  seme 
froctf  speculation,  some  from  mdlignity,  wese  led  to  conn. 
Hsnanee  the  idea  that  sndh  a  ehange  wonld  ameliorate  die 
tondidon  ef  the  peo|4e.  The  great  empire  of  Fmnoe  had 
been  prostrated  by  the  Jaeobin  chibs.  The  tvlfole  of  that 
eMtttty  was  carved  out  into  44»ooo  societies.  There  was 
an  atowed  attempt  at  that  time  in  England  to  erect  a 
system  of  aMiated  societies  precisely  on  the  same  model } 
and  I  believe  I  am  credibly  informed,  when  I  say,  that 
the  persons^  who  were  actually  registered,  or  who  cottk-t 
posed  the  societies  here,  amounted  to  little  short  of 
500,000  persons,  who  were  intimately  connected  togedier ; 
they  had  thdir  private  committees  and  their  public  codH 
mittees,  and  their  connexion  and  association  was  so  dose^ 
that  a  communication  as  quick  as  the  course  of  thfe  post  woaid 
enaUe  them  to  act  simultaneously.  Such  a  elate  of  peirsbuf 
already  possessed  great  physical  strength,  and  their  iii4 
ftrnments  and  means  of  assistance  were  well  adapMi  t* 
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flwUe^diwi'to ndtethcpopoktiQii'aiiMjfa,  Bod  to  eiUi* 
Uith.a  conventioii  of  the  peopleto^o^perrole  and  demolish 
tke  exittifig  goveramenl  of  the  coiiotry.  I  do  not  stop  to 
enqaire  whether  the  plan  to  call  a  coDyention  of  the  people 
Ydtt  wall*  or  ill  impated  to  these  societies.  .  The  resalt 
ycinkaoir,  but  I  call  your  attention  to  the  nature  and 
^eetes  of  the  plan  itwelf.  •  It  was  a  practicable  plan ;  it 
Mgbt  well  stibibt.  It  was  aocompanied  with  instniiBett* 
triity  to  carry  it  i^to  effect.  •  Such  a  plan  bad  been  earned 
iBtD  effect  in  France. 

Bnt  that  is  not  all.'  In- 1792  .and  1793,  the  •soctetici 
which  were  so  hostile  to  the  State^  were  not  only  .a  coaa*  - 
plete  system  of  association — not  only  were  they  in  nnn^  * 
bars  formidable ;  bat  they  carried  on  a  dose  aodiatimate 
CMre8pQDdence;with  the- Convention  of  France;  and  were 
eten  more  formidable  .in  their  alliance  with  the  Jacobiiia 
than  by  their  own  numbers.  So  formidable  had  this  system 
beoomei  as  you  will  recollecty'that  after  the  issue  of  the 
Stiite>Tfials.  in- 1794,  the  Legislature  was  obliged  te  inter*  - 
'  fere,  and  these  sodetiea  were  put  down  and  abolished  bjr 
aft  Act.  of  Bariiament,  and  it  was  made  penal,  for  their 
memben  to  nieet.  Now  here  was  indeed  a  body  having 
efficiency  for  iheir  object.  ■*  Looking  back  Co  those  timet, 
one- might  bebeTe  .the  existence  -  of  an  extensive  intemal 
ofgaatzed  plan  hostile  to  the  government,  and  the  readn 
ness  of  an  inveterate  foe  to  give  it  support.  None  of  us 
can  forget  the  memomble  decree  of  the  French  Assembly; 
i»  November  1 792,  by  which  they  proclaimed  rebdlkm  to 
every  ^countvy  in  Europe,  and  promised  their  assistance  to 
iwmrsal  revolt.  Going  back  to  the  year  1793,  you  might  - 
perceive  Jioth  external  and  inlemal  means  commensurate 
ivilh  a  revohition. 

•'^  Oentlem«n,  would  it  notrbe  airasteof  timeio  pursue 
Ateonuait,  between  those  times  and  the  present;  and,  to 
MgtV  whathte  an  association  of  persons  consisting  of  ifto. 
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iltft>tell«^dowo'ap6llieearite>  a  biiokeiiMlowngtAtleiinii^^Mii 
two  cobblers^  unconnecMd  whh  any  society  hi  any  pmt  of 
Eoghckd,  wliile  we  aie  atpeace  with  all  the  world ;  whether 
diMe  five  solitary  persons  could  entertain  the  project  of  a 

•leTohitioo  and  complete  subversion  of  the  government ;  for 
nothing  short  of  this  has  been  ascribed  to  them  by  the 
opening  of  the  Attorney  General.  A  revohtUon,  I  have 
always  understood^  must  consist  of  two  parts ;  of  a  demo- 
fition  of  the  government  that  is,  and  the  substkiHion  of 
another  that  is  to  be.  Now  when  - 1  look  at  diis  eharge, 
I  say  the  statement  of  the  charge  is  repelied  by  the  state* 
mentoftbeiact;  and  I  must  own,  therefore,  that  in  my 
view  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  reason  upon  h. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  his  opening,  the  Attorney 
General  alluded  to  the-  Spenceans;  and  my  learned  frieild 
who  sits  at  the  end  of  the  seat,  with  that  dexterity  he  has 
in  putting  questions,  slipped  in  a  little  about  the  Spedceans. 
They  are  a  set  of  persons  whose  pamphlets  I  have  read  and 
am  well  acquainted  with  ^  they  have  most  strange  and  tin* 
gular  notions  as  to  landed  property;  bat  if  the  Attorney 
General*  seriously  meant  to  state,  that  the  prisoner  "at 
the*  bar  or  bis  co-conspirators^  have  any  coonezion  with 
Spencean  societies,  whose  principles,  or  whose  powers  add 
numbers,  they  proposed  to  call  into  action  to  assist  them 
in  their  revolution ^  he  ought  to  have  proved  it,  but  he 
has  not ;  and  what  is  more  singular,  out  of  the  two  hundred 
and  thirty  persons  named  in  this  unexampled  list  of  wiN 
nesses  for  tbd  Crown/ no  one  has  been  called  to  state,*  that 
one  member  of  any  Spencean  society  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  these-  transactions.  I  shall  say  only,  that  ^uch 
insinuations,  1  thibk,  ought  not  to  be  made;  they  are 
intended  to  create  a  suspicion,  that  these  men  are  leagQ6d 
with  bodies  of  persons  in  this  country,  whose  numbers 
might  be  of  importance. 
-  ^  Gentlemen,  I  have  referred  you  to  the  state  of  'tb# 
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w«9tfy  in  179^  iuid  if  di^r<i  are  iodieties  oif  S^epfwn, 
or  aof  other  societies  oq  foot  oow,  who  meaa  miscUpf, 
mhy  did  not  ihe  Attorney  General  {Move  it.?  Let  ns  bafi^ 
fair  p)4f .  Why  have  we  not  had  evidence  that  the  prifooer 
-ps  acting  in  ooiyunc^on  with  those  aocieties,  in  order  that 
WQ  nigbt  haye  gone  into  the  state  of  jJiem,  and  ukea 
your  indgmeot  hpif  far  th^  exist,  and  bow  far  their 
eonduol  eould  be  reek^nod  upon,  with  reference  to  the 
idea  of  a  revolation.  I  must,  therefore,  say,  that  I  ihink 
aU  those  oblique  insinnadona  afiout  the  Spenceaas,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case ; .  and  I  must  repeat  it,  thaa 
^y  ought  not  to  have  been  raade» 

Gentlemen,  I  must  here,  fdso«  desire  yon  not  to  forget 
4ke  aecomiAice  and  witness  for  the  Crown,  Mr.  Castle  ;  if 
jou  advert  to  his  statement  you  wiU  find,  that  he  haa^  not 
pretended  to  say,  that  the  Spence^ns  were  to  assist  the 
conspiracy;  ami^  therefore,  the  prejudice  which  the  openiog 
piMiy.have  excited,  not  only  is  not  confirmed  by  any  wit* 
pess,  hut  I  think  we  may  fairly  say,  thai  any  thing  which 
fidsehood  and  maligni^  would  suggest  to  any  maa'a  mind, 
CQuld  not  escape  the  malignity  and  falsehood  of  Casale; 
and  when  1  ren^ind  you,  that  he  has  not  asserted  that  tbqr 
were  ooonected'Hfith  the  Spenceans,  I  think  the  fact  is  io« 
dispatablci  that  they  were  not*    You  will  recollect,  that 
I  put  to  him  several  questions,  whether  he  could  name  a^y 
persons  whom  be  had  got  to  attend  at  Spurfields — whether 
be  had  a  private  list  of  persons  who  were  likely  to  tike  a 
part  with  them,  and  become  co-actors  in  the  common  con* 
spitacy-^-HW),  not  the  name  of  one  man,  could  he  mention 
fo  be  added  to  the  list.    Therefore^  its  numbers  begin  and 
end  with  five  solitary  persons ;  though  I  should  not  omit 
to  mention,  that,  in  addition  to  the  two  cobblers,  against 
whom  the  bill  is  fodnd,  there  was  a  jonmeyman  tailor, 
i^ainst  whom  tiie  bill  was  not  found  ;  to  themi  and  tQ 
tiicm  simply  and  literally,  bddfrgs  the  whole  plot^  if  there 


191 

^  m^fhXy  or  Uieplan,  if  dnm  he;ft^ltD>  oSvakimtktg 
ike  eomtitx^dm^,mA  nbtiikv^  .    . 

Gentlemen^  tritkiieipect  to  the  third  tfeatM^>  the -cmi^- 
mfkmoyMo  kvy  .trer lageinat  ^  Kng^  n  x>rder»  hjr-fefce^ 
4o  compel  Um  to  change  bb  meaMOM,.  the  Attocney  0» 
;ttffal  stated  ia  hi«  opening,  that.it  felkNved  the  fate  of  the 
fint  and  second ;  poosequently,  k  is  unneoessar7rheie,that 
I  shenkl  say  any  thing  upon  it  pajrticnkrly ;  I  pass^  ithy, 
therefore,  under  a  protest,  however,  aeoording  to  mj 
humble  opinion,  that  saeh  a  tieascn  iras  not  assigaohle 
'under  the  sfatate  of  Edvard,  hut  has  heeo  nesriy  totio- 
iiaoed  by  the  statute  of  1795. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  assure  you,  that  ifl  thought  it  possi^ 
hle.tfaat  I  ought  to.enler  further  iitto;  a  contrast  between 
thestate  of  tilings  in  die  year  179a  and  the  state  of  thingi 
nowv— if  I  didnotcoBcciire  it  to  be  a  contrut,  whaeh  a  re4 
fleeting  asan  would  think  it  oiensiwe  to  have  argued, 
I  would  enter  iuto  it  more  in  detml ;  but  I  will  not  sa.ppose, 
attdll  should  beunpwdonable  if  I  did  suppose,  that  your 
ttsofnuKnt,  and  the  light  of  yofur  uwderstanding,  and  the 
Masoning  powers  of  your  own  minds,  would  not  enaUe 
yiou  better  to.dmw  any  comparison  tlnm  1  could  attempt  la 
dew  YuuMtatioo  and  condition  in  life,  youreducatien  «nd 
jwur  espevirace,  ^ve  you  the  means  and  faoUities  of 
taking  a  eompfete  and  compiehensife  view  of  such  a  sub^ 
jeet,  11^  all  its  hearings.  And  I  hope,  not  psesumptuousl/^ 
to  assuBAe  it  to  be  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  longer  on  tUt 
miserable  conspiracy  fior  the  political  overthrow  of  the 
w^ole^State,  which  embraces  the  tieasoos  unputtd  inthe 
first,  second,  and  fourth  counts  of  this  indictmeat.  But 
I  camiot  leave  this  conspiracy,  of  five  insulated  individuds^ 
named  in  this  record,  without  desiring  you  to  recolluQl 
who  theeixth  is,  who  is  not  named  in  it :  he  is  omitted  in 
order  thai  he  n^ight  earn  blood^mooey,  by  sacrifictny  . 
otben^-^-eamiag  aK>ney  by  ^e  sacsifice  of  tbos^  whom  lie 


:;colM  tetn^t  tf  dit  O0IMKIII  trade  of  tbit  tiiao,-r4iif  um^ 

dates  are  to  bediagged  on  hnrdlef,  to  irffer  dtalh  §t^ 

.  ifumnn,  and  he  is  toget  tbeprioe  of  Aeir  blood. 

.  ^  Geatleipen,  I  shall  proceed  bow  to  coll  your  attentum 

.« tfaeonirefaargevwhicbi  Hi  mytomble  jadgmeni^  cande^ 

jenie  to  be.  ibe^tobfact  of  a  serions  diacnssion ;  I-mean^ 

She.txtBma  frhish  couitsls  in   keying  war  agam^  the 

JUng"^  treason  which,  I  readily  attdw^may.be  materially 

eomwcted,  io  its  principle  and  its  object,  with  the  treasons 

.  BMildkioed  in  the.otber  tbpee  counts. 

..  Gentlemen,  before  I.  advert  to  the  &cu.of  the  case  as 

they  relate  to  this  part  of  the  sobject,  it  is  material  thai 

I  shoaU  call  yoar  attention,  most  particnhrly  to  thestatnte 

.  of  JEdwaid,  and  to  the  authorities  of  learned  and  eminent 

WfileiB,.  in  oidec  that  yon  may  baTe  a  dear,  distinct  and 

pfeoise  definition  of  dais  species  of  treason.  Yon  wilLobseire^ 

pendemen,  that  the  langaage  of  the  law  hpaa  the  .sntgect 

-pf.  levying  war  is  this;'«"it  ia  not  levying  .war,  but.  it.  is 

Wvyingiwair  ogotiiit  the  Kwg.    The  treason  does  not.  co»^ 

.  sijit  iniheexisteooe  of. force,  but  it  means  force  appJkd 

.  ^im»i  the.  King.  ^  I  will,  read  to  yon  the  clause  of  the 

« smittte  of  Edward  the  Third,  which^is  the  law  itself.  .  It  i% 

.  fsspriMed  thus : — ^  if  a.  man  .do  levy  war  vgaimt  our  Lofd 

.  lie  &ing,  in  his  reelmJ'    I  will.next  read  to  yen  the  com^ 

.  fl|Wit«ry  oihotd  Hate.    He  says,  to.make  a  treason  witUa 

^i«  olaiKie  of.  the.statnte,  there  must  ..be  three  things  cgs»* 

fivriRg.  First, it.mnst be a/^alevyingof  war;"  secondly; 

.  ^  most  be.a  .lev7ing.of  war  *^again$t  the  King ;"  thirdly,  il 

V^ost  t  be  within  the   reakn.     The  definitiop,  thereibre^ 

.    ^entl^men,  you  wiU  observe  consists  of  two  component 

parts;  it  is  not  levying  of  war  alone,  but. it  is. levying 

•*  Yf^r  ''  against  the  £n^.''    The  <)nest]on  then  which  we 

.  nuisvkeep.in  view  is,,  what  is  l^evying  war  against  the  Kingf 

Qen^ttemeo,  another  thing.  I  must  here  superadd,  and  press 

^fV^.  y^T^  attention;  ii(hich  is,  that  the  qoestig^wfaat  js 
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levy  bg  iirar  ^laiiist  the  King,  19-  eDtirely  ft  question  of  flmt, 
and  that  tbe  higbesl  anthorities  have  allowed  it  to  be  a 
question  of  fact^  exdnsively  belonging  to  the  cognizanoa 
and  opinion  of  a  jury ;  indeed  the  very  statement  of  the 
proposition  shows  that  it  must  be  a  question  of  fact,  be- 
cause the  law  cannot  settle  a  priori  what  force  shall  be  a 
levy  ing.war  against  theKingy  it  must  depend  upon  tLe  (acts 
and  circumstances,  and  upon  a  relative  view  of  each  paiw 
ticular  case.  It  must  always  remain  a  matter  of  fact,  because 
tbe  rabing  of  force,  tbe  applying  of  force,  and  every  thing 
•which  is  connected  with  it,  are  in  their  nature  matters  of 
fact;  and,  consequently,  it  would  be  absurd  in  tbe  law  to 
Jay  down  any  general  rule,  in  order  to  constitute  this*  species 
of  treason.    Gentlemen,  I  da  not  state  this  hnportant 
pdnciple  upon  my  own  authority,  which  .is  nothing,  but 
upon  the  high  authority  of  Lord  Hale,  whose  language  I 
will  read  to- you.    He  says  "  for  the  first  of  these  the  Act 
saith  levy  war  :  what  shall  be  said  a  levying  of  war  is  in 
truth  H  question  &f  fact,  and  requires  many  circumstances 
tp  give  it  that  denomination  which  may  be  diflEicult  to 
enumerate  or  to  define."     Gentlemen,  your  own  discem- 
"  ment  will  show  you  how  impossible  it  is  that  the  law  should 
define  generally  what  should  be  called  war,  or  should  say 
that  twenty  men,  or  thirty  men,  or  a  hundred  men,  with 
arms,  should  constitute  a  levying  war  against  tbe  King ; 
a  definition  absurd  in  the  very  idea.   No,  it  is  a  complex 
fact,  varying  with  each  case;  it  is  under  what  circum- 
stances the  force  is  levied  ;  it  is  of  what  amount  and  mag- 
nitude it  consists;  it  is  the  ute  and  destination  of  the  force, 
which  must,  in  each  particular^case,  constitute  the  question 
of  fact,,  what  is  the  levying  war  against  the  King; 

Gentlemen,  it  has  certainly  been  laid  down,  and  I  allow 

it  to  be  clear  law,  that  levying  war  against  the  King  need 

not  be  force  directed  against  tbe  person  of  the  King.    I 

am  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  several  decisions'  have 

Vol.  11.  N 
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.f^tablisbed  the  rule,  that  there  may  be  what  is  teraied  a 
**  constructive  levying  of  war ;"  by  which  is  oseant,  that  the 
power  or  authority  of  the  State  is  attempted  to  be  takea  oat 
of  the  bauds  of  the  King  and  usurped  by  fofce  in  defiance 
to  tbeCrowu  :  this  makes  a  constructive  levying  of  war; 
.several  of  those  cases  have  been ,  stated  by  the  Attorney 
General,  tbe  enumeration  of  which  I  do  not  dispute*    For 
instance,  it  was  decided  by  a  great  autliority.  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Holt,  in  the  trials  of  Damaree  and  Purchase,  that 
a  popular  rising  to  destroy  all  meeting-houses  was  a  levying 
war  against  the  Crown.    This  happened  in  the  year  1709, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.    It  was  an  insocrection  in 
London,  when  the  meeting-houses  of  the  Protestant  Dis* 
aenters  were  burnt  down.  There  was  a  levying  war  against 
thf  King ;  not  indeed  a  force  levelled  against  his  natural 
person,  for  I  allow  that  is  not  necessary;  but  a  force 
ejcerted  in  order  to  compel  the  King  and .  the  government 
to  surrender  a  public  law.    It  was  one  of  tbe  laws  of  Eng- 
land, introduced  at  the  Revolution,  as  it  ought  ever  to  be, 
.  ijhat  there  should  be  a  system  of  toleration ;  consequently, 
if  a  set  of  men  rise  up  and  say  there  shall  not  be  religious 
worship  in  meetiug-houses,  there  shall  not  be  an  Act  of 
Parliament  aiiowing  toleration;    here,  is  a  constructive 
levying  war  to  compel  a  surrender  of  that  law  into  their 
hands.   It  was,  therefore,  as  Lord  Mansfield  expresses  the 
sUme  principle  in  Lord  George  Gordon's  case,   treason 
against  the  majesty  of  the  King  ;  treason  to  compel  the 
King  to  deliver  up  one  of  his  laws  to  an  insurgent  force. 
You  will,  however,  observe  in  the  example  I  have  just  men- 
tioned, that  two  tilings  concurred  ;  first,  there  was  a  regular 
conspiracy  or  agreement  proved,  to  burn  down  all  tbo 
meeting-houses  in  London ;  and,  secondly,  tlie  populace 
did  actually  proceed  to  burn  ihem  down. 

Gentlemen,  having  explained  to  you  one  example  of 
this  species  of  constructive  levying  qf  war,  the  others  mv 
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be  tmdentooci  by  the  same  prindple.  A  conspifjicy'tii 
throw  down  flU  enclostnres  in  the  country  is,  in  effect^  t^ 
•ay  there  shoald  be  no  private  property  in  land.  Perhaps, 
I  cannot  do  better  than  read  to  you  the  rule  of  law^  m 
laid  down  by  Lord  Mansfield,  in  Lord  George  Gordon's 
case,  where  he  says,  *'  There  are  two  kinds  of  levying 
war,  one  against  the  person  of  the  King ;  to  imprison,  to 
dethrone,  or  to  kill  him,  or  to  make  him  change  measures, 
or  remove  counsellors;  the  other,  which  is  said  to  be  levied 
against  the  tnajesty  of  the  King,  or  in  otiier  words,  against 
him  in  bis  regal  capacity  ;  as  when  a  tnultitude  rise,  and 
assemble  to  attain  by  force  and  violence  any  object  of  a 
general  pubKc  nature ;  that  is  levying  war  against  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  King,  and  must  reasonably  be  so  held,  because 
it  tends  to  dissolve  all  the  bonds  of  society,  to  destroy  pro* 
perty,  and  to  overturn  government." 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  necessary  that 
1  should  detail  all  the  examples  which  have  occurred  of 
this  constructive  levying  of  war.  They  are  by  no  means 
numerous ;  there  are  not  more  than  five  or  six  before  thte 
Revolution.  The  first  that  is  to  be  met  with  happened  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  when  Lord  Coke  was  Attorney 
General ;  it  was  an  insurrection  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
hancing and  fixing  a  public  rate  of  wages.  The  next  case 
happened  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  it  was  an  armed 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  down  all  enclosures.  In 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  First,  there  was  Benstead's 
case,  which  was  a  rising  to  destroy  the  person  of  Laud,  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  for  having  advised  the  King  to 
dissolve  the  parliament ;  this  case  I  shall  by-and-by  more 
particularly  notice.  In  a  case  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
3ecood,  it  was  held  that  a  destruction  of  all  brothels,  with 
an  armed  force,  came  widiin  this  description.  In  another 
caane,  ia  the  saxue  rf  l^n,  the  bred<ing  op?n  ^adis,  aild  the 
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rdease  of  all  prisoiierB,  was  held  to  eome' within  the  same 
rule.  After  the  Revolution  came  the  case  of  Dainaree 
and  Purchase,  in  1 709,  when  the  meeting-houses  •  in 
London  were  destroyed.  I  will  not  presume-  to  question 
any  principle  which  has  been  laid  down  by  learned  and 
enlightened  judges.  Now  I  have  made,  I  think,  every  ad- 
mission I  am  bound  to  make  as  an  advocate  and  respecter 
of  the  law  of  England,  for  no  considerations  of  duty  to 
the  prisoners  will  ever  induce  me  here  to  contend  for  a 
larger  proposition  against  the  statute  of  treason,  than  the 
law  of  England  enables  me  to  contend  for*  The  pow^ 
and  authority  of  the  govemment,  as  founded  upon  the  sta- 
tute of  treasons,  I  am  bound  to  accede  to.  I  will  render 
to  CsBsar  what  belongs  to  Cassar,  but  not  more;  I  will 
assign  to  the  statute  every  thing  that  belongs  to  it,  but 
I  will  deny  to  it  what  I  think  does  not  belong  to  it.  In 
this  short  review  I  have  subscribed  to  every  rule  which 
learned  judges  have  laid  down  on  the  subject  of  construc- 
tive treason.  No  example,  that  I  recollect  at  present,  has 
occurreci  in  this  country  since  that  in  the  year  1709,  under 
this  class  of  treason,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  George 

•  Gordon's  case,  in  which  the  jury  were  of  opinion  that  the 
general  facts  were  not  sufficiently  made  out  against  him. 

Gentlemen,  while  I  am  referring  to  Lord  George  Gor- 
don's case,  I  cannot  but  complain  that  the  treasons  are  too 
numerously  spread  in  the  indictment  against  the  prisoner. 
In  Lord  George  Gordon's  case,  the  indictment,  instead  of 
occupying  a  large  volume  as  the  present  does,  was  literally 
comprised  in  six  or  eight  lines.  The  charge  was  that  of 
levying  war  against  the  Crown,  the  questions  of  law  and 
hct  being,  whether  his  attempt  to  compel  the  House  of 
Commons  to  repeal  an  Act  which  gave  indulgence  to  the 

•  Catholics  was  levying  constructive  war;  and  though  I  may 
5.  be  wrong  in  this,  it  is  my  opinion  that  this  indictment 
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ought  not  to  have  been  longer,  in  order  that  ive  might 
cone  at  once  to  what  I  conceive/ to  be  the  only  questioa 
in  this  case. 

Gentlemen,  I  need  hardlj  trouble  you  with  additional 
extracts  from  other  eminent  authorities  upon  this  subject. 
Lord  Coke,  Lord  Hale,  and  Mr.  Justice  Foster,  express 
themselves  much  in  the  same  manner.  Lord  Hale  fsyn, 
*'  a  war  levied  against  the  King  is  of  two  sorts : — ist.  Ex* 
pressly  or  directly  as  raising  war  against  the  King,  his 
general  or  forces;  or  to  surprise  or  injure  the  King's  per* 
son  ;  or  to  imprison  him  ;  or  to  go  to  his  presence  to  en- 
force bim  to  remove  any  of  his  ministers  or  counsellors. 
ttdly,  Interpretatively  or  constructively,  as  when  war  is 
levied  to  throw  down  enclosures  generally,  or  to  alter  re* 
ligion  established  by  law  or  the  like."  The  latter  branch, 
you  will  observe,  is  precisely  the  same  thing  as  Loixl  Mans- 
field in  other  terms  calls  war  against  the  majesty  of 
the  King.  And  I  hope  it  will  always  continue  to  be  held^ 
that  if  an  insurgent  force  in  the  country  shall  presume  in 
the  most  distant  manner  to  threaten  the  State,  and  require 
the  subjugation  of  the  law  in  any  possible  respect  to  the  . 
mob,  it  shall  be  treason  against  the  Crown. 

Gentlemen,  by  these  principles  I  am  willing  that  these 
men  should  be  tried  ;  by  this  rule  let  the  issue  of  life  and 
death,  as  it  regards  thesie  unhappy  men,  be  decided. 

Now  haviug  admitted  the  law,  let  us  see  how  it  applies 
to  the  facts  of  the  case :  it  is  a  constructive  treason  for 
men  to  fneet  and  burn  down  all  meeting-bouses,  if  they  do 
bum  them  down  ;  it  is  a  constructive  treason  to  meet  and 
throw  down  enclosures,  if  they  do  throw  them  down ;  it  is 
a  constructive  treason  for  men  to  meet  and  throw  down* 
all  the  gaols  in  the  country,  if  they  do  so ;  it  is  a  con- 
structive treason  for  men  to  meet  and  bum  down  all  the 
brothels  in  the  country,  if  they  do  so.  The  substance  of 
all  this  is,  for  men  to  say  there  shall  be  no  toleration,  no 
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protection  for  property;  we  \?illhavc  our  own  code,  w« 
will  spoliate  the  courts  of  law  of  tbeit  jurisdiction,  the 
course  of  law  shall  be  destruction  and  outrage,  criminals 
flball  not  be  tried  according  to  the  forms  *  of  British  law 
and  jurisprudence,  we  will  take  punishment  into  our  own 
hands,  we  will  rob  the  courts  of  their  superiority,  and  the 
^ing  of  his  regality,  and  clothe  ourselves  with  the  spoils. — 
Well,.  I  am  ready  to  be  bound  by  the  application  of  all 
this ;  but  how  is  it  to  be  applied  in  the  present  case.  You 
have  beard  in  this  indictment  of  a  conspiracy  of  these 
persons  to  levy  war  against  the  King,  in  order  to  compel 
him  to  change  his  measures :  what  measures  have  they 
demanded ;  what.i^  it  that  they  have  required ;  have  they 
done  any  thing  similar  to  the  examples  t  have  put ;  have 
they  demanded  of  the  King  or  of  the  Government,  that 
a  given  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  repealed ;  have  they 
demanded  that  a  law  which  exists  should  be  abolished,  or 
that  a  law  which  does  not  exist  shall  be  made ;  have  these 
men  clothed  themselves  with  any  of  those  usurpations 
which  I  have  alluded  to ;  what  have  they  actually  done  ; 
what  have  they  attempted  to  dof  Therefore,  when  J  state 
the  examples  by  which  I  am  willing  to  be  bound,  I  must 
desire  both  the  principle  and  the  facts  to  be  kept  in  view, 
in  order  to  see  what  comparison  can  be  made  with  the 
preset^  case ;  but  if  they  are  kept  in  view,  the  facts  them* 
selves  present  a  contrast  so  strong  and  apparent,  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  .make  it  stronger  or  more  apparent ;  I  say 
so,  because  if  I  advert  to  the  only  witness  who  has  been 
examined  upon  the  subject — this  wretched  perjured  man. 
Castle,  he  has  not  stated  that  there  was  any  particular 
object.    What  has  he  pretended  to  say  the  conspirator* 
were  to  do ;  vvhat  demands  were  they  to  make  on  the 
Government  ?  they  were  to  have  a  force ;  they  were  to 
have  a  riot  and  disturbance ;  all  that  I  can  understand ; 
but  what  were  tbey  to  do  with  it ;  how  was  it  to  be  brought 


199 

to  bear  i^ziainst  the  State ;  how  was  any  one  part,  or  any 
one  principle^  or  any  one  branch  of  the  Constitution,  to  be 
superseded  or  suspended  i  No  papers  of  any  sort  or  de- 
acription  are  produced,  unless  it  is  that  miserable  scrap 
called  the  C..P. S.  and  I  do  not  know  what  it  meads; 
I  suppose,  however,  it  insinuates  that  after  these  six  per* 
soDs  had  completely  overthrown  the  Empire,  they  were  to 
surrender  it  into  the  hands  of  twelve  or  thirteen  persons 
named  in  that  paper.  Now  it  is  idle  to  compare  this  case 
with  any  of  the  examples  I  have  mentioned  ;  it  is  almost 
sn  affront  to  say  that  any  of  the  examples  apply.  What 
were  these  men  to  do  against  the  State  ?  Castle  has  not 
ventured  to  say ;  he  does  not  know  what  they  were  to  do ; 
he  does  not  pretend  to  say  what  they  were  to  do ;  and 
notwithstanding  his  examination  took  up  nine  hours,  no 
man  who  heard  it  could  possibly  collect  what  tlie  political 
plan  was  to  be,  not  what  sort  of  a  government  we  were  to 
have.  We  beard  enough  of  the  blockade  and  barricade  of 
the  west  end  of  the  town  from  St.  Giles's  to  Oxford-road, 
and  from  thence  to  Piccadilly :  there  was  to  be  violence, 
but  be  does  not  tell  us  that  any  precise  points  was  to  be 
Carried,  or  any  precise  thing  was  to  be  done;  and  therefore 
the  insurrection  was  not  to  be  for  a  distinct  or  definite 
object,  within  the  examples  I  have  mentioned. 

Gentlemen^  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  that  the 
Attorney  General  begins^  by  alluding  to  these  cases  of  in« 
surrection,  to  carry  a  particular  point ;  bnt  in  the  course  of 
his  argument,  he  worked  himself  up  at  last  to  call  this  a 
flagrant  civil  war;  such  was  his  expression..  Now  this  is  a 
new  view  of  the  subject: — ^a  general  insurrection  ^  a  very 
different  thing  from  a  particular  insurrection.  The  Attorney 
General  says,  the  transactions  of  the  isd  of  December  con<^ 
stituted  actual  levying  war  against  the  Kin|:,  in  the  shape 
of  open  iipurrection  and  rebellion,  or  flagrant  civil  war. 

Now  let  us  look  at  this.    1  rather  think  the  view  I  have 
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taken  of  the  sabject  is  not  quile  erroneous ;  I  think  the 
Attorney  General's  speeeb,  to  which  I  gave  cTeiy  atten- 
tioHy  does  virtuallj  admit  that  some  of  these  treasons  melt 
themseltes  into  others ;  nay  more,  that  these  four  treasons 
all  melt  themselves  into  the  last,  of  open  insurrection :  So 
that,  I  apprehend,  it  is  not  meant  to  say,  that  there  is  any 
dirM  evidence,  that  the  King  was  to  be  hurt  or  deposed 
from  his  kingly  office,  or  compelled  to  change  his  mea* 
sures;  which  are  three  of  the  treasons;  but  the  whole 
comes  to  this,  that  the  force  used  was  ipso  facto  an  open 
public  insurrection,  and  you  are  to  infer  and  presume  all  the 
rest 

Gentlemen,  I  am  myself  anxious  that  your  attention 
should  be  called  to  examine  most  minutely,  and  most  par- 
ticularly, the  whole  proceedings  of  the  2d  of  December, 
and  tliut  you  should  give  its  just  weight  and  value  to 
every  circumstance  which  can,  by  possibility,  come  within 
the  description-  of  levying  war  against  the  Crown.  My 
defence  consists  in  this  very  examination. 

Xn  the  first  place,  permit  me  to  say,  there  is  one  circum- 
stance upon  which  my  feelings  are  as  sore  as  those  of  any 
man  can  be;  there  occurred^  an  attempt  to  assassinate  a 
gentleman  in  Mr.  Beckwilh's  shop;  but  the  evidence  you 
have  heard  of  Beckwith's  clerk  takes  off  some  of  the  sup-* 
posed  malignity  of  that  transaction ;  and  my  opinion  is,  that 
it  was  rather  accident  than  malignity  that  led  to  it;  but, 
taking  this  delinquency  as  high  as  you  like,  it  is  a  single 
and  solitary  instance  of  violence.  It  cannot  be  allowed  to 
give  a  general  character  to  this  public  insurrectibn,  and  it  is 
in  that  character  only  that  we  must  look  at  it.  When  we 
recollect,  therefore,  that  this  civil  war  was  so  bloodless ; 
when  "we  recollect  how  these  insurgents  were  completely 
dissipated  and  dispersed,  I  own  I  should  be,  individi^ally,' 
disposed  to  treat  that  part  of  the  subject  rather  more* 
lightly  than  might  be  consistent  with  the  gravity  of  a  cri- 
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initial  court.  Let  us  see,  howeTer,  what  the  force  was, 
what  its  means  were,  and  what  i(;s  acts  were :  here  are  men, 
who  set  out  from  Spa-fields;  they  leave  in  the  waggon 
their  powder  and  shot ;  they  have  two  flags  and  a  banner ; 
they  have  pistols  and  swords ;  they  propose  to  go  into  the 
City;  but,  unfortunately,  before  they  get  there,  this  hos- 
tile army  have  the  flag-staffs  taken  from  two  of  the  five 
generak,  and  that  part  of  the  rebel  army  is  routed. 
Mr.  Stafford  routs  the  main  division  before  it  leaves  the 
field ;  the  rest  penetrate  into  the  City,  and  there  a  worthy 
alderman,  Sir  James  Shaw,  alone  puts  to  flight  the  rest  of 
these  insurgents :  this  is  what  the  Attorney  General  has 
worked  himself  up  to  calling  flagrant  civil  war.  New 
I  think  Sir  James  Shaw  has  been  very  ill  treated  by  the 
Government :  I  have  not  heard  that  he  has  been  made  a 
peer,  or  got  a  pension  or  a  red  ribbon ;  but  1  should  have 
thought,  that  some  favour  might  have  been  shewn  him  for 
his  eminent  services  in  putting  down  this  rebellion;  and 
particulasly  because  he  did  it  quite  alone  and  without 
assistance  civil  or  military. 

Gentlemen,  as  I  am  going  through  this  part  of  the  case, 
I  must  request  you  to  attend  to  a  principle  of  law,  which 
it  is  very  material  to  keep  distinctly  in  view.  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  a  case  was:  decided  jn  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  First,  the  law  of  which  has  been  always  questionable;' 
I  mean  Benstead's  case,  which  1  have  already  referred  to, 
that  was  an  attack  of  a  mob  on  Archbishop  Laud's  palace 
at  Lambeth,  for  advising  the  King  to  dissolve  his  parlia- 
ment ;  they  threatened  to  tear  the  archbishop  to  {>ieces. 
Mr.  Justice  Foster  does  not  consider  that  case  to  be  law ; 
as  I  should  collect  from  that  learned  judge's  account  of  it : 
he  says,  '*  it  was  decided  in  a  season  of  great  agitation," 
as  undoubtedly  it  was.  •  But  I  am  indifferent  whether  it  be 
law  or  not;  supposing  it,  however,  to  be  law,  and  that  it  is 
tredson,.or  evidence  of  treason,  to  go  and  attack  the  person 


202 

tod  boose  of  a  privy  coaasellor^  ia  order  to  ecwipd  tbe 
King  to  change  his  measures ;  what  ministers  have  tbes« 
rioters  threatened  ?  have  they  attacked  the  person  of  the 
Lord  Mayor^  or  the  magistracy  of  tbe  city  of  London  i 
have  they  offered  violence  or  insuh  to  any  magistrate  ? 
No — if^  therefore,  I  shall  be  told,  that  to  attack  the  per« 
son  of  a  privy  counsellor  of  the  Crown,  is  evidence  of  an 
insurrection,  or  one  of  the  modes  by  which  treason  may  be 
*  demonstrated,  a  principle  of  which  Mr.  Justice  Fostef 
seems  to  doubt,  as  every  one  must  doubt  of  it,  generally 
speaking,  yet  I  have  no  objection,  in  the  argument,  to 
concede  the  principle.  I  have  no  objection  to  advert  to 
such  a  supposed  parallel  as  that,  in  order  to  show  how  m* 
applicable  it  is  to  the  case  before  us;  and  I  trust  you  will 
do  me  the  favour  to  keep  that  principle  in  your  view,  fot 
the  purpose  of  contrasting  it  with  tbe  whole  character  of 
these  proceedings* 

Gentlemen,  I  own  I  am  surprised  the  Lord  Mayor  baa 
not  been  calledas  a  witness,  if  it  was  a  popular  insunedion^ 
it  was  in  the  City  that  it  broke  out;  the  Baidc  of  England 
too  was  to  be  attacked ;  the  lieat  and  force  and  pressure 
of  the  war  were  in  tbe  city  of  London,  and  yet  the  Lord 
Mayor  is  not  called  as  a  witness.  Gentlemen,  why  is  it 
that  the  Lord  Mayor  is  not  called ;  is  tbe  Attorney  General 
afraid  to  call  him  ?  he  ought  to  call  him 

Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL  Pray  do  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WetherelL  It  is  only  an  argument  of  mine.— *If  thesfe 
civil  battles  were  fought  any  where,  it  was  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  tbe  Chief  Magistrate,  and  be  shoald  have 
been  here  to  tell  us  what  he  saw  or  knew  upon  the  sabject. 
The  evidence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Shaw  was  given  in  a  clear, 
manly  and  distinct  manner;  he  represented,  that  without 
struggle  or  force  or  violence^  the  flag  of  the  last  of  these 
rebel  generals  was  taken, '  I  should  almost  say  put  into  his 
hands.  The  Attorney  General  afterwards  thooght  it  too 
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rldicoloaa  to  call  the  Lord  Mayor:  I  can  refer  it  td  no  otfie^ 
Teason ;  and  yet  it  is  to  the  City  that  your  attention  has 
l)eeD  directed,  to  find  out  this  ideal  conspiracy^  and  this 
ideal  extinction  of  the  government. 

Gentlemen,  we  must  next  advert  to  a  very  serious  overt 
act,  one  of  the  fourteen  charged  in  the  indictment ;  that 
18  the  attack  on  the  Bank.  But  I  really  wish  to  put  it  just 
as  Castle  puts  it  t  the  barricade  system  was  to  be  applied, 
the  entrance  to  the  Bank  was  to  be  choaked  up  by  its  own 
books,  and  the  Kiog*s  troops  were  to  be  demolished  with 
glass  bottles.  Now  there  is  some  fancy  in  this,  and  it  is 
creditable  to  the  gentlemen  who  drew  the  record.  But  it 
is  description,  and  nothing  else. 

Gentlemen,  we  must  now  go  on  to  the  attack  upon  the 
Tower.  That  is  put  upon  the  record,  in  order  to  bring 
into  contact,  as  it  were,  the  application  of  the  force  of 
these  insurgents  with  some  fortress  of  the  King,  in  order 
to  nuse  an  idea  that  war  has  been  levied  against  a  fortress 
pf  the  King,  which  is  to  be  proof  and  evidence,  if  the 
7ACT  were  true,  of  levying  war  against  the  King.  Now, 
Gentlemen,  when  I  look  at  what  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  I  think  I  should  not  show  you  .the  respect  that 
belongs  to  you,  if  I  were  to  argue  seriously,  as  £  pro- 
position of  fact,  the  conspiring  to  attack,  or  the  making 
an  attack  on  the  Tower ;  because,  when  I  throw  out  of 
the  case  the  fictions  of  Castle,  to  whom  I  think  not  the 
smallest  credit  can  be  given  on  any  part  of  tlie  subject,  it 
ift  an  idea  in  supposition  only  that  any  man  will  assert 
there  was  an  intention  to  attack  the  Tower.  How  was 
the  attack  to  be  made  i  we  have  no  explanation  of  any 
sort  How  was  it  to  be  conducted  ?  let  us  read  the  In« 
dictmeott,  and  then  we  shall  understand  how  it  was  to  be. 
These  traitors  went  down  to  the  Tower,  and  did,  with 
''  hud  voice,  address  tlie  King's  soldiers  then  stationed  in 
^  the  Tower,  and  did  invite  them  fb  open  the  Tower  gates,. 
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"  and  to  adaiit  the  traitors  withinside." — This  ia^tbc  lan- 
guage of  the  record;  and  this  is  evidence  of  flagrant  ciri) 
war.  You  will  recollect,  that  half  the  force  was  cut  up  in. 
Spa-fields  by  Mr.  Stafford ;  the  rest  of  the  force  faintedy 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  into-  the  arms  of  Sir  James 
Shaw ;  and  when  the  whole  was  annihilated,  some  man- 
went  down  to  the  Tower,  and  with  loud  voice  summoned 
it  to  surrender — not  to  a  rebel  army,  but  to  himself  alone. 
Now,  if  you  lay  out  of  the  case  the  infamous  perjuries  of 
Cattle,  you  will  doubt  the  fact  whether  any  person  was 
there  to  summon  the  Tower;  but  supposing  this  idle  and 
contemptible  gasconade  is  to  be  weighed  as  a  serious  fact, 
do  recollect  that  it  is  a  complete  military  fortress  vrith  a 
garrison,  cannon,  and  a  ditch  sixty  yards  wide,  and  walls 
thirty  yards  high.  Now  to  say,  that  a  single  man,  raving 
against  those  walls,  shall  be  evidence  of  a  conspiracy  to 
attack  it,  or  of  levving  war  against  the  Grown,  or  of  civil 
war  and  insurrection,  is,  what  I  think  I  ought  not  as  an 
advocate  to  enlarge  upon.  But  do  see  what  the  whole  of 
this  comes  to.  I  own  I  do  not  understand  the  two  soldters 
to  say,  that  a  surrender  of  the  Tower  was  called  for ;  it 
was  an  oiler  of  ope  hundred  guineas,  as  they  say>  made  to 
them  by  some  one  individual:  but  supposing  I  mistake 
this,  supposing  it  was  an  address  made  to  these  two  sol- 
diers for  that  purpose,  will  the  Crown  contradict  their 
own,  witnesses;  will  anyone  pretend  to  say  that  the  two 
soldiers  are  not  better  evidence  than  Castle?  He  has 
stated  to  you,  that  the  summons  to  the  Tower  was  a  sum- 
mons made  by  Thistle  wood  and  Watson ;  that  he  heard 
Thistlewood  and  Watson  both  at  the  same  time  baran* 
guing  the  soldiers,  to  surrender  it  iuto  the  bands  of  the 
mob,  and  that  that  address  was  made  to  fifty  soldiers. 
Now  I  want  no  better  evidence  than  the  Crown  have  * 
then)selves  adduced  by  calling  the  two  soldier»y  who  have 
completely  annihilated  the  whole  account  of  this  man; 
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the  two  soldiers  contradict  it  so  completely  that  they  re* 
dace  it  to  a  flat  perjury ;  and  the  falsehood  of  what  Castle 
has  sworn  against  Tbistlewood  and  Watson  was  so  glaring, 
and  so  undoubted  upon  that  occasion,  that  it  seemed  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  your  minds  at  the  moment, 
an  impression  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  still  retain. 

Gentlemen,  the  idea  of  summoning  the  garrison  of  the 
Tower  to  sunender  or  open  the  Tower  gates,  unless  it  be 
connected  with ^brce  or  the  application  offorce,  is  too  con- 
temptible to  be  talked  of  here ;  and  this  charge,  therefore, 
of  a  conspiracy  in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  Tower, 
has  just  as  many  facts  to  support  it  as  the  plan  for  getting 
possession  of  the  Bank. 

Gentlemen,  pursuing  my  review  of  the  main  features  of 
•the  transactions  of  the  2d  of  December,  I  must  request 
you  still  to  keep  in  view  the  definition  of  levying  war. 
T  want  to  find  out  where  force  was  applied  against  the 
King ;  we  must  have  this  made  out  in  some  of  the  modes 
I  have  mentioned,  for  otherwise  there  was  no  war  levied 
against  the  King.   Now  I  wish  to  know  what  was  done  in 
Spa^fields — nothing;  speeches  from  the  two  Watsons,  of 
which  we  have  had  an  account  from  Mr.  Dowling,  the 
shorthand  writer,  who  could  hear  things  which  other  per- 
sons could  not  hear,  something  which  I  think  he  is  very  ill 
confirmed  in  ;  however,  I  will  suppose  these  speeches  were 
spoken.    Pray  was  this  war  levied  against  the  King  in  Spa- 
fields  ?  There  was  indeed  a  war  of  words,  consisting  of  the 
speeches  and  declamations  of  the  men  in  the  waggon,  bad 
and  violent  if  you  like.    If  the  witnesses  in  general  are  to 
be  believed,  tliey  say  they  could  not  hear  what  passed,  from 
•  the  noise.    You  have  from  Mr.  Dowling,  the  expression 
.that  the  country  had  been  too  long  ruled  by  Kings  and 
Lords,  and  there  is  no  other  witness  to  this  but  Mr.  Dow- 
ling, who  stood  in  a  situation  not  to  be  able  to  hear  it; 
and  I  th'mk  he  is  unconfirmed.    If  tjiese  expressions  were 


S06 

vsei,  I  would  go  alotig  xvith  any  man  lo  reprolMitiiig  sueb 
a  speech ;  bat  force  and  violence  consist  in  doing  some^ 
thing.  I  cannot  find  that  in  Spa-fields  any  one  constable 
got  a  broken  head  ;  I  find  that  one  poor  man  was  pushed 
down.  Then  we  get  into  the  City ;  now  what  was  done  m 
the  City?  Was  the  Bank  attacked  ?  No.— Was  the  Tower 
attacked?  No. — ^The  Lord  Mayor  attached?  No. — Was 
Sir  James  Shaw  attacked  ?  No.— Was  Sir  Nathaniel 
Conant  attacked  ?  No. — Was  the  City  Marshal  attacked  ? 

Ko. 1  would  allow  Beostead's  case,  in  argument^  to  be 

good  law  for  a  L6rd  Mayor  or  a  constable.  I  would  allow 
the  idea  of  the  superiority  of  the  State,  and  the  idea  ef 
the  majesty  of  the  Crown  descending  to  the  person  of  the 
lowest  executive  servant  of  the  Crown,  and  the  lowest 
agent  of  the  magistracy.  I  would  allow  this  comtrucHve 
idea  to  be  carried  to  any  latitude  of  imagination.  I  would 
allow  any  person  to  be  a  representative  of  the  State,  whom 
fiction  would  designate  in  that  character.  But  when  I 
have  allowed  all  this  for  the  purposes  of  illustraUbn,  I  want 
to  know  how  war  has  been  levied  against  the  Crown  in  the 
person  of  any  of  these  characters.  If  I  am  told  that  there 
were  arms,  I  wish  to  know  whom  they  were  presented 
against;  there  was  a  firing  of  guns  in  the  air — a  war  against 
the  atmosphere — a  feu-de-joie,  as  one  of  the  Crown  wit!^. 
nesses  called  it;  and  I  was  checked  a  little  tl>e  other  day 
¥or  treating  that  ridiculously  which  no  man  of  understand- 
ing would  treat  seriously  and  gravely. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  already  adverted  to  the  attack  on  Mr. 
Piatt,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  entertain  proper  feelings  on  thsit  pait  of  the  subject,  laui 
no  apologist  for  that  affair ;  possibly  tlie  ideas  of  malignity 
which  at  first  struck  us  on  that  unfortunate  occurrence, 
may  have  been  in  some  degree  displaced,  by  considering  . 
the  whole  account  which  we  have  heard.  With  the  ck- 
ception  of  that  gentleman's  injury,  it  isuot  shewn  eithtr 
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to  haire  been  dooe  or  meditated  i^inst  the  penoa  of  wy 
man  in  London. 

Geatlemen^  there  is  still  another  branch  of  diese  trsii»» 
actions  which  is  said  to  be  of  a  very  important  natare, 
and  which  certainly  must  not  be  passed  over.  The  gunp 
smiths  shops  were  broken  open,  and  the  mob  anned  them« 
selves ;  one  shop,  was  Mr.  Beckwith's ;  and  there  were  I 
think  three  others  in  the  Miaories.  Now  speaking  of  this  as 
a  civil  outrage,  it  was  a  very  violent  one ;  you  will  observe, 
however,  that  they  break  open  the  houses  not  to  injure  the 
persons  of  the  individuals,  but  to  get  arms.  Now  that  this 
is  levying  war  I  deny :  I  have  before  stated  the  definition 
of  levying  war,  and  I  request  you  to  bear  it  in  mind — the 
having  arms,  or  the  getting  arms,  or  the  arming  is  not 
enough.  The  u$e  and  appiicaiion  of  arms  or  of  force  is 
an  essential  part  of  the  definition ;  there  must  be  an'appli- 
cation  of  force  to.  the  attainment  of  some  object,  or  the 
force  muit  be  coupled  with  some  object  or  design.  I  should 
say,  that  if  three  hundred  men  marched  along  the  streets 
with  arms,  unless  that  array  is  covpUd  with  some  treasonable 
obfeet  or  de$ign,  the  mere  array  itself  would  not  be  evidence 
of  n  treasonable  conspiracy  or  design,  though  it  would  be 
a  flagrant  indignity  to  the  State,  and  as  gross  a  misde* 
meanor  as  could  be  imagined.  The  breaking  open  these 
shops,  therefore,  as  the*  means  of  getting  ^rms,  does  not 
carry  the  fact  or  the  evidence  of  the  destination  of  thos^ 
arms  against  the  King  any  fqniior.  The  fact  whether 
those  arms  were  or  were  not  treasonably  applied  after  they 
were  got,  remains  just  the  same. 

As  far  as  the  mere  outrage  is  concerned  of  breaking  open 
the  shops,  it  is  a  violence  merely  of  a  civil  or  private  nature, 
and  has  no  relation  to  the  Crown  or  the  State.  And  I  am 
perfectly  certain,  that  no  individual  or  private  acts  of 
violence  of  that  sort,  can  by  any  fiction,  or  upon  any  prin- 
ciple, or  upon  the  authority  or  dictum  of  any  lawyerj  be 
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yepretented  as  evidence  jp(  treason,  or.  as  a  criterkm.  of  the 
use  and  application  of  force  as  against  theCromi^  in.  older 
-to  satisfy  the.notioaof  levying  war  against  the  King. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  gone  through  the.  principal. oo 
currences  of  the  2d  December,  in  order  that  yon  might 
apply  them  in  every  possible  way,  and  bring  them  within 
any  of  the  principles  I  have  mentioned  of  war  levied  against 
the  King^  personally  or  constructively  and  interpretatively. 
force,  as  force,  unless  applied  acti^ly  and  inslramentallj 
in  some  of  the  modes  I  have  mentioned,  never  was  treason^ 
according  to  the  statute  of  Edward,  and  never. can  be  con'* 
sistently  with  the  rules  of  the  law  of  England. 

Noxy,  Gentlemen,  where  is  this  civil  war;  where  did  it 
begin  i  In  Spa-fields;  what  was  done  there  ?  Id  the  City ; 
what  was  done  there  ?  At  the  Tower ;  what  was  done  there  i 
Where  was  this  force  brought  into  action  ;  can  you  find  it 
oat;  can  any  man  find  it  out^ 

Gendemen,  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  close  of  his 
address,  called  on  me  to  explain  these  transactions,  and  I 
understood  him  to  say,  '^  If  you  cannot,  I  shall  concLnde 
this  is  to  be  levying  war  against  the  Crown ;  yon  mast 
explain  what  you  mean,  otherwise  my  construetion  %vtil 
i>e  adopted.  I  choose. to  call  this  a  civil  war  and  insKir* 
rection.  I  choose  to  say,  that  these  disturbances  constitute 
an  attack  upon  the  King,  or  constitute  an  attack  upon  the 
State;  and  unless  you  can  satisfy  me  what  you  meant  by 
these  disturJ)ances,  I  shall  infer  a  treason/'  Now  I  tbink 
that  was  pretty  much  the  substaace  of  the  argument ;  but 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  I  deny  that  to  be  the  law.  If  you  ask 
me  privately  what  these  men  meant,  you  will  give  me 
credit  for  returning  a  fair  answer^  I  could  not  dispute  they 
meant  lo  make  a  riot,  and  a  very  great  riot.  Oat  of  this 
Clourt,  I  might  say  what  1  thought  on  it ;  but  in  this  Co^rt, 
I  am  pbliged  to  say  nothing  about  it.  .      ' . 

Gentlemen,  I  must  state  to  ypu,  upon  th^  Authority  of 
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Lord  Coke,. <imt  proof  Kttle  short  oF  demonstration*  is  ab* 
sblutdy  necessary  to  establish  a  charge  of  high  treason* 
He  hat  given  a  commentary  on  the  clanse  in  the  stamta 
«f  Edward,  -which  requires  that  the  party  accused  ''  be 
**  provabiy  attainted  by  open  deed,  by  men  of  his  coadi* 
^  tion.**  I  will  read  to  you  the  commentary ;  he  says  i 
**  In  fhis  branchy  four  things  are  to  observed ;  first,  this 
**  word  prorably,  that  is,  upon  direct  and  manifest  proof, 
**  not  upon  conjectural  presumptions,  or  inferences,  or 
**  straines  of  wit,  but  upon  good  and  sufficient  proof.  And 
^  herein  the  adverb  provably,  hath  a  great  force,  and  sig- 
^  nifieth  a  direct  and  plain  proof,  which  word  the  King, 
**  the  Lords,  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  did  use ;  for  that 

^  tlie  offence  was  so  heinous,  and  was  so  heavily  and  se* 
'*  verely  punished,  as  none  other  the  like  ;  and  therefore 

^  the  ofiender  must  provably  be  attainted,  which  words  are 
**  as  foncible,  as  upon  direct  and  manifest  proof.— Note,  the 
^  word  is  not  probably,  for  then  commune  argumenium 
^  might  have  served, .  but  the  word  is  provably,  b% 
^  attainted." 

Tbeohei^oeson  toexplain  the  meaning  of  the  words,open 
deed ;  and  he  says,  ''  this  doth  also  strengthen  the  former 
^  exposition  of  the  word,  provably,  that  it  must  be  provably 
'!  by  an  open  act,  wbich  must  be  manifestly  proved  :** 
bere  you  have  the  words,  manifest  proof,  direct  and  plaia 
proof,and  provably  by  open  deed.— Now,  says  the  Attorney 
General,  here  has  been  a  great  outrage :  tell  me  what  you 
mean  by  this ;  and  if  you  do  not  satisfy  me  what  you  meaa, 
I  shall  conclude  you  meant  to  kill  the  King  and  overtarn 
the  state.--*!  deny  that  to  be  law  ;  I  opfwae  to  it  |he  an* 
tbority  of  my  Lord  Coke-— Says  tha  Attorney  Genefal^ 
I  will  infer  and  conjecture,  you  meant  by  all  this  to  over^ 
tm  the  slyiie^->^Now,what  it  theevideoce  about  overtumtog 
the  state  i  what  is  tlie  evidence  of  intention  to  kill  the 
Killg^  w%at  is  tlie  etidenee  of  she  mm  govemmeirt  we 

Vol-  !£•  O 
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w^e  to^a^ve^  what  »  the  evidence  of  eoa^p^Ilipg:^ 

repeal  of  a  law^  or  the  change  of.  ^j  measure  pf  the. 

g^vei^nmeot  i    U  thste  evideqce  of  any  of  tbe»e  purpose^ 

ojr  tacmpect  far<:e  with  tbo^e  purposes  f    NQ-^i-^ot,  saj]ii) 

the  Attqraejr  Generali  iiQle«s  yow  caa  explain  what  you* 

If  ere  al^oiit^  I  shall  infer  all  thU.~:-^ow  i^  xhis,h(i  the  njle. 

of  evidence,  what  bi;cpme3  of  the  langqa^  of  the  ^ta^te 

which  s^S|  ^'  that  a*  man  shall  be  prfvcMg  attainti^f- 

^h&t  hecQQies\  of  Lord  Cake's  defiaitioa  of  pBSN  D^^ps 

ap4  PROOFS  i  Have  we  mauifest  proof;  n)a{>if(B^t  pn>of  of 

what?  what  19  it  that  they  have  clonal  what  did  they.at-* 

tempt  to  do  ?  what  did  they  «ay  they  would  do  i  ¥i(baf  h^as* 

my  verbal  evidence  a^crib^c^  ^P  t^^  ^ba^t  they  wspiai  tO' 

dq^  o^  written  evidence  ?-«-Buty  «ays  th^  Attii^Qey  Generalr 

I  abaU  QOPjecture  this ;  that,  by  anofl  you  meant  to  overtam* 

^  atftta ;  and  the  ovtragce  ia  the  Ci^  are  iuAdeot  for  all' 

ihis.— ^ow,  if  this  be  so,  the  cridence  of  open  deeds  a&d* 

proo&ii  nolongernecessary ;  and  all  like  cases  are  no  longer' 

lair,  for  all  the  oasea  of  constructive  levyii^  of  war  require* 

some  distinct  thing  to  be  proposed  to  be  done^andaciualiy  to* 

he  dene.,  it  is  not  levying  war  against  the  King,  to  intend 

to  bum  down  meeting^hooses,  hot  to. do  it  is;  it  is  no 

levyii^  war  against  the  King,  to  intend  to  burn  down 

hoawa  of  ill-r&Diei  ,but  ta  do  it  ia;  it.  is  no  tevysng  war" 

agai«at  the  King,  to  iatand  to  throw  down  all  inclosurea, 

Vut  to.^  it  ia.    The  intention,  followed  by  the  fact,  ia 

cvidenceof  the  levying  war.  Bat  what  has  been  actaally  dona 

here ;  i  want  to.  find  out  some  act  of  force  or  aggresiMm 

Bpon  tk$  ftWe,  Bs^evidence  of  a  conspiracy  io  overturn  the 

9M0»  1  want  to  find  out  the  attack  upon  the  staie,  becaaae 

I  an  told,  that  war  baa  been  levied  against  the  slaie. 

'  G^ntJcamen*  apon ihk  pan  of  the  sui^ject  I.&el  thathar^ 

I  ought  aot  to  td»f)ii3s  longer  «a  yow:  time;  beammt 

haviag  extracted  alt  thd^caa^s  from  the  Stale  Trials^  I  have 

Mora  gi ven.you  «a  e%a«ietat4m  of  tbent  .as,  th^y  oocvc  ia 
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the  wSgm  df  Hearj  the  Eightb,  OksUeB  tb^  Vmk  Qtorles 
the  Secoad,  Queeo  Anne^  aid  lo  down  ta  Lyffd  ^i^rge 
fiordon^  oase^  in  ovdec  that  yon  migbl  heive  m  histoi^K^ 
cbain  of  all  the  cases  q£  eonsiruotive  levjrUlg  ^%r  sgfMAft 
the  King )  and  I  oali  iipott  the  Solicitor  Qe^er^l  to  ^44 
any  tUog  to  thia  catak>gae«    But  I  aip  ^ertsif^  th^  M^stry 
caa  add  aaihing  to  it ;  I  do  assert,  thj^t  tbfi  e^is^enc^  qf 
mere  fonce,  aa  force^  is  not  ^  levying  wur  4g&ifM  tbf  Ki<)8> 
bat  that  it  mast  be  diieetly  ieveUedagai^stthQ  per9(]|Dqf  tli^ 
King  or  his  safety,  or  some  laar  of  the  kiogdqoi,  pr  ^QV^fi 
hrancfa  or  fmction  of  th^  prei:ogtj.iTe  pr  govejr-noieqt  qf 
Ibe  King;  or,  afk  Loi^  M^nifieI4  expressed  it,  ^ain^t  tb^ 
»^ty  of  the  King.-^W^ll^  b^^t  says  the  Attorney  G^ 
oeral,  this  ia  flagrfM  eml  war  and  r^belUqn.— Sq  tt^at  nqt 
being  able  to  prore  nn  inferior  ^s^  h^  f^sumes  ^  ^tr^^^ 
case;  he  cannot  i^qve  tb«t  t^y  meant  tq  cfirry  ^ny  paih 
ticnlar  oiesfmre;  hat  1^  9«y4«  I  wiU  prov^  mfo^e:  be^  ifi 
no  esideace  that  they  den^ancWd  ociq  pariicu^ar  thio^,  of 
attacked  one  magis^rat^,   one  lord  mnyor,  or  pi^  privy 
Qoaaselfer ;  the  veaker  tre«^m  does  nqt  ^ist ;  but  th^r^ 
is  evidence  uf  9l  larger  tr^wqq.— rThis  if  in  effect  to  §^ 
I  dq  not  kaow  n^hai  object  thay  ip^aqt  to  ^pply  th^r 
attAck  to;  qot  beiog  ahl^  to  prpvf  what  islittle,  {  yi^iil  ijif(^ 
vbftt  is  Urge;  aoli  hQi«g  able  <o  provf  ^1d^  jq\i  i^^Ot  tf 
^kbpliflb  ^  p^rtiwlpr  p^rt  of  th^  ^t^^f,  4  particv'v  law  of 
fm^tiw  of  tbf  gpverowrntt  wf  witt  ^'H  tfea  WW*^p  ♦!¥>*<> 
i|9d  infer  rt»  wfegl^  ^fi^styf  u  4t90^p.-rr$iqv  I  i|isi^t  th* 
♦W^'U  «hr  fftUs«y  ^  tfee  ^^e;  t^  ^i^caus^  tfeey  ^aftnoj 
^Oiff  wv  p»i^U<2^{ir  ticking,  they  witJWraw  o^r  ^tt^tiftfi 
Iroqi  Ae.prwt  of  any  pwrtiA?piw  thing,  ffncj  tl»ey  wy,  ii| 
0m%.m  WU»iH  prplFf  1^  Bs«tHj|i|ar  9^^^,  #pd  th^refqrf 
we  will  infer  ^  f^cy^f  qf  ^\  pt^ Q(m«    Nqw  this  i^  ^  pioi^f 
of  «t>«U4iy)g  tl»e  gm^i^  ^  rvlf'  of  ^.^^i.^^nc^  9^  l^id 

o  s 
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Gendemeo,  ihe  Attornej  General  insists  apoQ  hmviiig 
it  inferred,  that  they  meant  to  overturn  all  the  State  at 
once.  To  repel  sach  an  inference,  I  called  your  attention 
before  to  what  I  beg  leave  to  repeat;  that  if  this  force 
had  been  combined  with  other  societies,  such  asfcxisl^  in 
this  cooatry  in  179a,  and  could  have  been  shown  to  be  the 
AQEsr  of  those  societies,  and  to  be  co-opkratimo- with 
them,  as  part  of  the  same  system,  you  would  be  able  to 
apply  the  existence  of  this  force  to  some  credible  objbct, 
which  might  reasonably  be  said  to  be  proof  of  an  intention 
to  levy  war  against  the  state ;  but  you  have  no  declared 
object,  which  these  men  meant  to  attain,  or  could  attain, 
of  a  public  nature.  But  the  argument  of  to*day  is, — ^that 
you  need  not  have  any  proof;  the  prisoners  did  not  ex^ 
plain  what  they  mean^;  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  inferred, 
they  meant  to  overturn  the  state.  The  Attorney  Genend 
cannot  show  a  pardcular  measure  they  meant  to  carry ; 
and,  therefore,  the  force  is  magnified  into  the  most  offensive 
n^ode  in  which  a  force  can  exist ;  and  it  is  interred  to  be 
a  general  insurrection,  and  a  flagrant  civil  war  iu  the  com^ 
munity.  Now,  I  do  say,  that  to  argue  in  that  manner  is  ro 
foget  the  definition  of  levying  war  against  the  King;  it  is 
to  forget  the  language  of  the  statute ;  it  is  directly  to  leave 
to  conjecture  and  presumption,  what  the  law  says  sliall  be 
made  the  subject  of  manifest  proof.  But  what  a  strange 
sort  of  conjecture  and  presumption  is  this :  the  first  con- 
jecture and  presumption  is,  that  they  went  forth  to  over- 
turn the  whole  state— these  six  conspirators,^  then  they 
break  open  the  gunsmiths  shops,  because  they  intended 
to  overturn  the  state.  And  the  whole  argument  turns  in 
a  circle  of  that  kind.  The  record  is  a  mass  of  coftifasion> 
and  I  think  the  reasoning  b  not- much  better.  ' 

'    Gentlemen,  you  will  have  the  ^oodne^s  to  bear  in  mind 
the  legal  definition  of  treason,  and  that  the  fect^f-itmust 
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be  made'otrt  by  in&nifcst  proof.  It  is  not  enough  to  ask 
a  man,  whether  he  did  not  mean  mischief;  if  I  should  say 
lie  did^  that  is  pot  a  ease  of  treason. 

Oentlem^n^  there  i?  no  diflSctilty  in  deciding  to  what 
class  the  delinqoency  of  th'ese  men  belongs.  Tf  you  shoidd- 
ask  how  'they  aire  to  be  punished,  you  are  yery  weD  aware, 
f  am  sure,  how  they  are  to  be  dealt  with.  I  shall  satisfy 
you,  that  bj  the  law- of  England  on  admitted  and  notorious 
distinction  has  existed  from  very  ancient  times,  between  a 
mmultnous,  nay,  a  *'  rebellions  rioty^  and  treason.  Riot 
as  rtot,  and  tumult  as  tumult,  though  attended  by  tea 
times  more  outrage  than  has  happened  on  this  occasion' 
fbrm  a  separate  species  of  delinquency.  A  riot  is  indc* 
finite  in  its  objects;  but  treason  must  be  cpupled  with  a 
DISTINCT  design.  Treason  is  to  meditate  destruction  to 
the  person  of  the  King ;  it  is  to  suppress  some  law,  or  to' 
ii9urp  some  function  of  government.  Treason  must  aim 
some  DIRECT  ATTACK  on  the  state,  or  some  constituent 
part  of  the  stat«^.  But  if  a  treasonable  project  is  absent, 
mischief  and  destruction  alone  can  never  be  treason. 
'  Since  the  Revolution,  and  even  long  before,  the'  most 
marked  and  undoubted  lines  of  distinction  have  existed  on 
this  subject.  Riots  and  outrages,  which  may  have  the  ap« 
pcarance  and  attitude,  and  in  even  some  respects  the  cha- 
facteristics  of  hostility  Against  the  state,  cannot  be  classecf 
with  treason  ;  because  they  are  not  marked  with  that  dis- 
tiiict  and  urtdoobted  character  which  constitutes  treason  ; 
and  the  falkcy  bf  the  argtimeht  here  is  this,  they  cannot 
prove  any  particular  object.  But  they  conclude  that  there 
itoust  be  a  treason,  because  there  has  been  violence  and 
tumdlt ;  and  this  they  call  levying  war  against  the  Kingl 
Mow  1  deny  that  to  be  law ;  and  I  would  call  on  my 
learried  friends  to  mention  a  case,  either  before  or  since  f fje 
Hevolution,  Tn  which  such  a  principle  is  to  be  met  with. 
.  Gentlemen>  I  have  said  that  there  may^exist  what  is 
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known  to  the  law  undsr  the  name  »f  ^'  a  lebelltous  riot/' 
and  yet  no  treasop.  Now  1  will  give  mj  authorities  for  the 
support  of  that  proposition.  In  the  reign  of  Edwand  the 
sucth  a  statute  was  passed,  by  which  it  wasmade  treason  if 
any  twelve  pi^^os  or  more  assembled  should  intend  or^ 
about  whb  force  of  arms  unlawfully,  to  alter  or  change  any 
laws  established  by  Parliament  for  religionrorany  other  laws 
oi  the  realmi  and  should  not  disperse  within  an  hour  after 
proclamation,  but  should  attempt  in  a  forcible  and  riotoua 
manaer  to  put  these  things  into  effect.  Here,  you  will- 
observe^  is  the  precise  resemblance  of  the  modem  Biot  Act. 
Gentlemen,  by  this  Act  of  the  3d  and  4th  of  Edward  the 
8i2(th,this  species  of  offence,  which  had  not  been  tle^cribedby 
ancient  statute  of  £dward  the  third,  was,  for  the  fir:»t  tiaeioi 
raised  up  into  the  scale  of  treason.  Popular  lumults  of  m 
very  dangerous  description  had  broken  out  from  a  feeliii^ 
in  iavour  of  the  popish  religion.  Upon  the  death  o£ 
Edward  the  sixth  this  statute  fell  to  the  ground ;  but  ibe 
same  species  of  offence  was  made  a  felony  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  and  agtiin  made  a  felony  in  the  reign  ot 
Queen  Elizabeth.  I  will  read  to  you  Lord  Haie'«  treatise 
to  satisfy  you  that  I  am  correct.  Speaking  of  the  sutute 
of  Edward  the  sixth,  he  says,  '^This  Act  being  made  in  n 
^'  great  measure  for  the  support  of  the  reformed  religion^ 
^  under  Edward  sixth,  was,  as  to  all  points  of  treason  therein 
V  contained,  repealed  by  1  Mary,  cap.  1 ;  but  in  effect  the 
*'  very  same  ifffiiices  were  enacted  felonies,  within  clergy,  by 
*^  I  Mary,  session  2.  cap.  ifi.  which  was  to  continue  to  the 
**  erif  I  of  the  next  Parliament ;  and  after  the  death  of  Qoeea 
f  yi  iiry,  was  re-enacted  by  1  Elizabeth,  ciip.  i5.  to  codiinue 
**  dnriog  her  life,  and  till  the  end  of  the  next  session  after 
"  her  death,  but  then  expired/'  Then  Lord  -HtfleiBakeft 
a  1  enlark,  which  I  hope  you  wiU  allow  me  to  recomnieiill 
to  your  most  earnest  attention ;  he  sap  this,  **  That  which 
**  I  would  observe  upon  this  Act,  is  this,  hpw  careful  they 
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^  9imsiitfeiteasmii,9kkd  to «bow  1k>w ttie  opibimi  of iteJMii^ 
.'^  iauMotB  of  Bdward  die  sixtb^  Qat«»  Nw^.  aMi  QneM 

f^  imw  nagtAil  theywcranottogo  fct  iireattfadiag  the  iifil 
.^  «f  tsfidmrdtixlh."  Atfaffiack,tlrei8foiie,iutiptt.liniiu^ 

cd  ivdJn  iiB^ee  ead  Tiolaicc^  «««  tet  Icvyif  f  iwat  «atb«i  ibft 
ctokotebfSdtraBrdthiid*  Nwr  Ivrill  eaUyonraUtniii^Bl*  t 
hnnrjr  iMaarinUe  ejqweasioil  mfaich  «ecom  in  the  sUttutc  df 
QmenEJimMbmh.  It  it  deckned  io lie ra  JW i^mi  va** 
iMrfiiIaiMLr«bcttbii»uienWes.''  Now  duuli  thm  wcvd  ^r^ 

4iie  gmMl  jjpm  faef  death ;  and  Sn>m  Am  ipafipd  to  ifaift 
jfane  of  Gaoi^  tbe  Fine,  ibttre  ettbted  ao  blBtaiie  to  mikt 
yi|wriar.oat«gpes  aad  liiaHuibmo^B  <a9m  af^my^  for  the 
atetute  i>f  Blizabetii  liad  oeter  tieeo  nevif  ed.  But  apoti 
ihfi  aceetBogL  of  George  the  Fwtt»  there  vat  a<vcry  stroiif 
»Dd  .iMplatit  piffty  ia  this  country >  who  were  dispeaed  ^ 
aaaert  tbe  right  of  a  preteader  to  tbe  thrown  ;  joid  -it  faceaBW 
lacireMarjr  lo  pat.dowa  those  daiigeroas  procoedtngs  whidi 
ihveciteiieil  die  iraaquiUity  «f  tbe  i^sngdooi,  and  t^  revive 
4be  ptinoipie  of  the  atfitales  of  JBdvrard  the  sixth,  Qaeen 
tMary:  aod.Qaoen  Fikabeib^  which  bad  wiginaUy  app2ie# 
40  tiie  #tt^}ect  of  Bieligioo.;  aiwl  this  kd  to  ^e  passing  die 
'SUat  liVoti  with  Which  yioa  arvs  so  well  acqaainted,  and  the 
4l3n|is  of  wWch  1  will  pies^mly  state..  NoW  I  willstahe 
Wj  draditias  a  lawyer  fbt  the  acoaracy  of  <ay  stateo^oit^ 
4^ .  that  my  vkw  is  the  "view  every  luwyet  has  tabaa. 
1 0msi  tbsit  aa  und^ned  ^iot  lidls  wkhia  Ih^  raaob  of  ibe 
iRifft  Af:\^  and  /Bot  within  tjbe  seach  of  tbe  stlktax^  tf 
ireasto^;  and^  distittctieb  betweea  4ha  oaeaad  the  oibiir 
#i^tbat.^xipfl.may  be  aMeadad  Witb  t>be  ^^eatest  lai^hiof 
laodiaudfM^i^r ;  batjoo  uMiatfaateB  oakone^if  tbepasoiaB 
rtw^niilitiptts  «  4^bM»aMrs  I  ho^  .^Ihicififll  ,t0|  isdntr* 
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rnhtek  is  m  widf^hied  riai,  ani  aol  a  fpec^-olKmet  eC 
UMion.  This  b  not  my  argument ;  but  it  is  tb«  Ja»gu«g« 
ftf^tfaie  law.  iisaif^  tnd  ia  proof  of  it  I  wilL  read  the  statute  9 
tba  tt^  <  of  it  is,  ^  An  Aet  for  preveming  Tttmoita  and 
noSoos  Assemblies,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  nSceUMi 
|HinishiBg  of  Rioters."  The  preamble  is  in  these  voeds, 
^  Wliereas  of  kite  many  rebellious  riots  and  tmanlts  have 
^  b^D  in  divers  parts  of  this  kingdotn,  to  the  dtstarbanee  at 
**  the  public  peace,  and  the  endangering  of  His  Majesty  Vi 
*'  person  and  government ;  and  the  same  areyet  contiaacd 
^  and  fomented  by  persons  disaffected  to  Has  Majesty,  pre* 
^  Sliming  so  to  do,  for  that  the  panishments  provided  by  tb4 
^  laws  now  ia  being  are  not  adequate  to  sach  heinoaa  o^ 
'^  fences;  and  by  such  rioters.  His  Majesty  andHisadmiais* 
**  timtion  have  been  most  maliciously  and  falsely  traduce^ 
^  with  an  intent  to  raise  divisions  and  to  aiienate  ttie  affK^ 
<^  tions  of  the  people  from  His  Majesty.'*  The  Act  ihen 
proceeds,  as  you  well  know,  to  aotl^orize  the  magistmia 
ao  disperse  the  mob.  And  it  is  made  death  if  they  do  liot 
disperse  within  an  houf ;  not  only  this,  but  it  is  made 
death,  if  any  man  knows  that  a  magistrate  is  prevented 
from  reading  the  Act,  to  ccmtiBue  in  a  riotous  meetingb 
Oentlemen,  do  you  observe  these  terms,  how  strongly  da^ 
scriptive  they  are  of  tufnultuary  popular  violence,  aiasMl 
even  to  such  a  degree  as  to  tiuneaten  tbeaotlM>rity  of  the 
state?  Yon  have  not  only  the  words  ^  RebeUkm  BJmU? 
which  occur  in  the  statute  of  Elisabeth,  bat  yon  'have* the 
expressions  **  danger  to  His  Majesty's  person  and-  go** 
vernment.^  This  surely  imports  violence  to  a  pretty^alans-* 
ing  extent.  The  very  same  idea  may  be  eoUected  tt^m. 
Six  William  Blackstone's  remarks.  In  reviewing  the  Ricft 
Act,  he  says  it  was  made  in  order  to  support  the  **  JUi  ^ 
Smlemeat;*  alluding  to  the  Act  for  the.  limitptioa  of  the 
Crown  to  the  illustrious  anceston  of  Has.  Majesty.  Now 
you  would  say,  perhaps^  that  the  Aot  of  Settlemeat  ao«MI 
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mArh^uSMeihf  tnmm^  NomofatWngViiielliotAct 
has  GOQieiBpkled  tbose  attddfaiod  efemtDts  of  dmtirlnHice» 
coatftiiied  ia  a  riot,  which  have  not  awomed  the  ihape  of 
«eiMii;  Juid  I.  shall  |ireaeHdy  speak  of  the  dtstorbances  id 
Aeeity  of  Loudon  io  dK  year  1715,  «Aihsh.  had  nor  as^ 
99mBA  the  shape  of  treason. 

Oendfloieo,  I  am  afraid  that  I  am  ftttgotng  you  on  this 
Mbjeet;  I  do  not  look  into  any  hook  m  which  mymrgu- 
ineiit  is  not  aapfvorttd ;  it  iS|  indetsd^notmy  personal  argu* 
laeal.  >  Yon  might  snspeet  me,  as  a!n  ladjvoeste/of  fraosing 
i^ropontaoos'aQd  principles  adapted  to  the  oasenow  before 
yod.'  It  is  lor 'that  wascn  that  i  troabie  yo«  with' my 
aothorities  illnaiimting  the  priocipltt  oftbe  Riot  Act.  Every 
writer  has  4^  down  the  same  proposition^  1  lay  down. 
Mr.  Reeves,  im  his  very  finable  bistoiy  of  the  laws  of 
fioglaod,  attodes  to  the  stataies  of  JMwisd  die  sixth;  and 
^Qoeeo  Mary,  as  famiihing  the  model  ^f  tUa  modem 
law.  ' 

*  Gendeasen,  I  cannot  also  fail  here  to  recommend  to 
jmar  attention  tlie  remarks  of  a  writer  of  great  talen^  and 
of 'as  ftcenmte  judgment  and  learning  asnwy  we  have  lately 
seen: J  ailode  to  the  late  Lord  Auckland,  once ati  omd' 
«e&r«Ktbe  bar,  ami  who  afterwards  filled  sdme  very  high 
aisoalltes  of 'diplomacy.  He  has  reviewed  the  subject  tif 
ednstructive  treason  ^  and  after  going  through  the  exaidplea 
ndweh  1  baec  mentioned,  of  openiiig  prisons  and  throwing 
down  all  ineln  ures»  with  an  aimed  force,  and  the  othlfr 
eases  of  that  kind,  has  concluded  with  this  observation*: 
«'  As  t4» die  other  enofmiiiesubove^nhcntioned,  tbeeonstita- 
f^  tioU'bath  certainly  entmsled  ihe  first  and  proper  eixertion 
^:for  the  redresaof  gricmnMs  tothe  High  Court  of  Pari  ia- 
^-  moot  ;iyel9  to  the  eye  of  humanity,  it  will  appear  doubtful 
f*  whether  cenaioeieneesba«e not  occasiooaUy  received  the 
^  hard  denominathm  of  rebelUom,  which  might  BK>re  pro- 
f*  pcdy  hmm  besa  pmiithed  as  licspaiscs,  aBsdcmaaoofsmMl 
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¥  AiM-sT*  'nii8smh)M4«m«er.iioft|)iRi<iii,thatt1w< 
logvm  tif  cbilsliuotiTe  irteMte  kms  gaife  tda-Au-  akeady^ 
But  i  A>  »tf  tenry  ray  aifunort  to  that  lengths  i  do  ool 
hete  ^Qtfstion  or  trtfriiigv  iipte  any  on«  rule  4rhiak  bai 
been  kid  doitu  ia  any  one  dedded  «M  cdbiag  witbiii 
that  rule ;  I  only  assert,  that  it  is  iltegal  lo  axtebl  dOlH 
MttMclioa  any  furfehen 

-  NoWyOttithniBnt  mk  I  founded  or  not  in  wttat  I  haM 
stated  to  yoQy.diat  the  ^keacription  of  |»cqp«lir  ootM^i^ 
inacked  by  'AeWovd.^'  lebeUiaiis  nots/'  fomsa  dsltt'Of 
cases  essentiaMy  and  cbmpletelydislniot  fnun  tbekhspiof 
war  i^ittst  tb^  King ;  a  Ifiecass  of  outrage  and  ddkiA 
ipmHry  high  ilidotd  aad.  consithtrable  in  its  obaraoter^ 
|Moni*hable  iby  daatl^  but  a  delioqueacy,  which  it  is  the 
iBoofetioa  of  iOll  tenaa  to  oall  flagraat  lebellioa  and  civil 
lirar  i-  UmvI  iMAaboMri^to  yon^  that  there  maybe  totkuiitt 
asUahrrtoid.  td>afidaaile  the  affcctraaa  of  the  people  Aoas 
the  King,  which  raise  divisions  among  the  people,  wfaanh 
aaay  even  endanger  the  goveimtent  and  the  peiaonof  the 
jKing^^for  these  Words  are  adt  my  words  but  the  words  of 
^e  law  ilBelf— and  yet»  fonaidable  as  these  things  seem 
to  be,  they  ace  totally  ont  of  the  pale  of  troasdn  i 
'  Gentlemen,  I  will  assert  it  as-a  lawyer,  that  if  dse'doo» 
itrines  I  have,  heard,  wbea  l^ionpect  th^m.^th  the  Mai 
^nature,  and.  character  of  the  Sj^fi^kb  meeting  of  the 
ad  December,  shiiU  be  carried  into  effect,  they  aixkamt  to 
A  repeal  of  the  R^ot  Act ;  there  oia  no  lonner  exist  a  riot^ 
•either  in  £sct  or  in  law.'  Is  that  welliai^ved,  or  is  it  not  f 
.The  Gentlemen  mufit  aot  tell  you,  that  if  the  mob  had  not 
4»6en  put  down  within  £out  houos  after  it  meta  that  if 
4t  had  j^ae  <m  to  the  gi,  the4thy  Hhe  6th  of  Deoember^ 
•that  if  nothiag  had  bappeaed  to  ebidck  it^.  it  waald 
Jms^  beooiiie  laigor  and  la^get.  ia  alinkbeia,  bdder  and 
Jirider  ia  ita  t>^jett&;  that  it  Would  ia  time  have  beomni^ 
MraQg  «noi^  to  J>cgia  an  .^oaack  :on.  tba^iaaai  dia^  ft 
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would  imve  ripened  iAta  a  ueu/on,  and  wiuildlia^e  ended 
in  II  coaiplete  rebellion.  If  ibey  iej  all  ibi«j  it  i&  to  say 
tbatSalarday  ii  lhe«aBieaB  Mondays  that  fatiire  aadpre* 
s^ot  fure  the  same;  the  beginning  aad  the  cooelusion  ara 
the  «ame.  This  is  just  one  of  those  fallacies  wjaich,  I  thinks 
ruQ9*throttgb  the  whole  of  this  case ;  it  is  jast  to  forget  the 
di»tinctHin  between  the  tendency  to  a  !thing>  and  the  thing 
iiseU*. 

.  Gcnil^meay  banng  stated  to  you  tbe  history  and  the 
laagaage  of  tbe  law  on  this  sulgect,  let  us  Mxt  .see  wrl^t 
the  .practice  has  been.  Now  the  history  of  the  piactioe 
irill  be  iouiid  to  eorrespoad  with  the  history  of  tbe  kw* 
Tbe  pfQjKMition  of  law  wbioh  I  contend  for,  is  con6nned 
by  tvf amiable  practice*  If  I  am  wroog  in  that,  X  call  for 
preceideBts  to  congradicft  me. 

•  It  ia,,  indeed,  imposaible  to  give  a  regular  series  and 
detail  of  all  tbe  popular  tninulls  which  faBve  occmrad  ia 
this  couBQiy  within  the  laat  century ;  a  memorial  of  tliese 
things  is*  pot  always  kept,  and  the  facts  are  impecfectly 
xecqilected ;  bat  riots  infinitely  worse  aad  more  dui^^ouB 
than  tbe*  f^-fields  riot^  andoabtedly  have  taken  plana^ 
which  were  -net  attempt^  to  be  made  treason.  I  wiU 
meatioB  one  of  a  remarkable  aatufe^  which  happened  io 
tbe  year  17 15^  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  Queen  Abb« 
There  waa,  at  that  time,  a  very  adive  party,  whose  wishea 
were  in  favonr  of  the  Pretender^  in  oppositioa  to  4be  title 
of  tl)e  illufltrious  Iloase  of  Urun^wiok,  which  basoiaw  lor 
a  century,  and,  I  trust,  will  for  ever  reign  among  us,  aad 
there  prevailed  a  great  ferment  and  distarbaoce  ia  London* 
Tbe  .character  of  these  transaotioas  is  dteorited  ,by  Dr^ 
ipmolleCt  ia  his  history,  a.passa|$e  of  which  1  will  read  40 
you ;  b^saysy ''  Thes^iritof  disooatidntand  disafiectionbeipa* 
**  ed  «o  gain  ground  every  day  in  Eaglaad.^  NoiwilMaod- 
•'  hig  pAxslatiamtions  -against  riota  and  4>idan  of  the  justicea 
^/  for  maiAiaiauig  i!he  peaee>  repeated  jbaasalia.Wtare  i^ised 
**  by  the  mal-contents  in  the  cities  of  London  and  West- 


**  minster.    THtae  who  celebrated  the  anniversarj  of  the ' 
**  King's  btrtb^day  with  the  nsual  marksof  joyand  fesdvity, 
*^  were  iosnlted  by  the  populace ;  but  next  day,  whtcfa  wm 
^  the  annivenary  cf  the  Restoration,  the  whole  citj  was 
**  lighted  up  with  bonBres  and  illuminations,  and  echoed 
'^  with  the  sotind  of  n^iith  and  tnnniltuons  rejoicing.    The 
''  people  even  obliged  the  life  guards^who  patrolled  through  ' 
"  the  streets,  to  join  in  the  cry  of  the  High  Church  and- 
**  Ormond ;  and  in  Smithiield  they  bnfned  a  pieture  of  King 
••  Witliatn.  Thh-ty  persons  were  imprisoned  for  being  con-  * 
"  cemed  in  these  riots;  one  Bournois,  a  schoolrtiaster,  trho' 
^  affirmed  that  KingGeol-ge  had  no  right  to  thecrowfi;  wias' 
"  tried,  arid  scourged  throngli  the  city  witli  such  se^rliy, 
"  that  in  a  few  days  he  expired  in  the  utmost  torture."  Do 
observe  what  was  passing  in  the  minds  and  wishes  of  the 
people  engaged  in  these  dariilg  tumults — ^tbey  pubHcIy 
burnt  King  William's  picture,  which  you  know  was  em** 
hkmaiiealltf  and  jfgw rir^iWfy  the  burhing  of  the  King's  title' 
to  the  throne;  for  the  title  of  the  illustrious  House  of 
Brunswick  was  the  same  as  that  of  King  William.    The 
mal-coittents   had   not   three  or  four  3ards  of  tri-colour 
ribbon,  as  the  Spa-fields  people  had ;  but  they  had  tri- 
eolour  ribbon  in  abundance,  in  the  shape  of  illuminations 
and  bonfires.    At  this  time  men  of  the  highest  spirit  and 
iroiness  were  in  his  Majesty's  councils.     Lord  Cowper, 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  the  Attorney  General  Mr.  Norther. 
Now  this  wa^  an  occasion  on  which  one  would  say,  why 
here  is  an  opportunity  to  try  whetl/er  a  constructive  and 
iDterpretaftive  treason  may  not  be  raised  otlt  of  these  trans- 
aotioos.    But  the  attempt  was  not  made.    Some  of  the 
fcbtures  of  these  riots  were  sbrely  as  bad  as  coald  be,  and 
the  whole  character  of  them  was  formidable  enougli. 

Getitlemen,  I  solemnly  aver,  bn  my  credit  as  a  lawyer/ 
tod  on  my  aceoniGy  and  diligence  in  looking  into  the 
of  domestie  oecarrences^  that  such  disturbances 
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as  occurred  on  cbe  sdof  December  iieyer  were  attempted 
to  ha  cbaractecized  wuh.the  deaomiafttioii  of  treasoo,  not 
only  no|  since.but  mot  before  the  Revolution.  .  And  I  have 
stated  why,  namely^  because  such  things  have  belonged 
to  a  different  scale  of  offence  ever  MQce  Queen  Elixabethls 
.timej  a  period  not  favouiable  for  allowing  a  larger  to  paai 
off  as  a  minor  deliuquency. 

Gcptlemen^  tracing  the  history  of  this  subject  let  us 
come  down  to  our  own  times.  We  all  of  us  recollect  die 
Sirmingham  riots,  though  I  cannot  state^  the  year  exactly, 
it  was  before  1790.  Now  if  the  Spa-iiekls  riots  vere  a 
civil  war,  suffer  me  to  ask  what  the  Attqrney  General 
will  call  the  Birmingham  riots ;  let  us  just  see  what  hap- 
.peoed  at  Birmingham.  The  houses  of  His  Majesty's  sub  • 
Jects,  the  Dissenters,  who  were  supposed  not  to  be  very 
friendly  to  government,  were  burnt  down-— :the  house  of 
J)r.  Priesdey  was  burni  down — and  the  hou^  of  several 
opulent  manufacturers  were  destroyed  or  burnt  down  ;  they 
were  driven  from  their  houses,  their  funiiiure  and  property 
were  destroyed.  I  believe  also,aud  I  am  sure.  (  wish  to  be 
correct,  that  sortie  meeting-houses  were  burnt  down;  there 
was  damage  done  twenty  rimes  greater  there , than  here* 
J>id  the  Attorney  General  of  that  day  adupt  the  law  of  the 
present  Attorney  General  ?  did  he.  call  it  ilagrtat  civil 
war?  No.  Was  there  a  prosecution  for  treason  i  No;  and 
I  assert  here  as  a  fuel,  that  the  outrages  committed  were 
ten  limes  greater  than  the  present;  tUere  was  in  that  case 
a  very  strong  feature  of  resetnbUmce  to  the  case  of  1709,  iu 
.Queen  Anne*s  time^  vihen  the  Dissfuter^'  meeting-houses 
in  London. were  burnt  down  because  it  was  meant  as.aa 
attack  upon  a  particular  class  of  persons,  namely,  thedaaa 
of  Dissenters  in  Birmingham.  Dr.  Priestley,  aman  of 
great  eminence  and  scibence*  was  an  opponent,  of. tbe  Go- 
vernment, he  had  made  himself  ofiei^sive  by  his  poliitieal 
^orks. .  I.ie<^Uect  when  I  was  a  young  [oiiu,.At..the;  oni* 


veffiil^y  Ihftt  Ae  vddaUe  olMsieal  libraiyof  Tk,  Parr  wiM 
■out  t»  be  kept  widuB  the  cloigters  eP  the  college  I  nvos  ab 
bocaase  he  was  afmid  that  his  books  were  about  to  abare 
the  same  imtc.  Will  the  present  Attoraey  General  say  that 
the  Attoraey  Geaeval  of  that  time  did  not  do  his  duty  ?  ]f 
it  ^at  treason^  ill  did  he  coaduet  ^himself  in  apt  prose- 
cuting. Hof  Gentlemen,  there  waa^  no  proseeation  for 
treason.  9^k  in  tbe  motive  and  purpose  of  the  insurgents 
who  were  coacerned  in  those  outrages,  there  was  muoh 
BEiore  of  oriioinality  and  of  n>aK^oity,  and  an  ineouapambly 
larger  amount  of  mischief  than  1  can  discover  on  the  ad 
of  Deoeniber.  But  do  you  see  the  dilemma  in  which  the 
Attorney  General  of  1817  is  putting  tbe  Attorney  General 
of  17^,  if  ft  mob  of  eharoh  and  king  rioters  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  traitors,  and  these  miserable  men  are  to  be^ 
made  traitors  ^  Will  you  suflfbr,  while  you  have  pulsation 
in  your  veins,  that  tbe  tyrannical  outrages  of  the  Birming^ 
bam  rioters  shall  be  called  riots,  and  that  the  rioters  of  tb^ 
Spa^fields  shall  be  called  traitors,  if  that  is  arldressed  to 
you  and  if  it  has  been  addressed  to  you  with  effect  i 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Not  by  me. 

Mr.  We$ker€y.  Cectainly  not  in  any  thipg  you  have  said; 
1  am  not  ivgutfig  from  the  words  you  have  used,  but  froEg 
-the  Beoessary  resemblance  of  things  I  assert,  that  upon 
every  scale  by  which  d^inqoency  can  be  tried,  the  riots  in 
1790  t»»re  immeasurably  more  delinquent  than  tbe  riots  of 
last  winter.  Why  was  not  that  treason?  Perhaps  it  wlH 
.be  aaavtredy  because  community  of  purpose  and  distiocr- 
tiieaaol  design  oould  not  be  made  out.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
jaid^  4bat  there  was  not  evidence  that  Ahi  the  peeting* 
boasts  and  (he  bouses  of  all  ik^Dmeni$rs  were  U>  be  burnt 
dewo^  alkl  there^ofw  it  would  not  come  within  tbe  principle 
ef  iiui<;ase<of  1709^' 1^  thalf  a  treasonable  design  could 
n0t  hemaieTonc  hf  ftfopf,  and  that  you  had  no  right  t» 


infei:  it.  Why  this  is  jmiL  t^e.  kind  of  iofi^efi^^  I  a^t  009% 
tfiodiog  agaiost  throughout  the  whole  of  thii  C4^* 
.  CoosistesHrj  aad  uniforpiity  muit  be  kept;  tb^p?  ],»  na 
justice ,  witboi;(t  it.  ^ud  I  would  appeal  to  jom  ovi^ 
disceropieDt  to  say,  whether,  if  these  uofgrtu^a^  v^en  ar^ 
<;onvicted  in  thi^  trial,  and  a  s^cgod  Biimiugham  xiot 
should  cbaiH^e  to  oqcujt,  a  s^nil^r  cpqvictioa  must  na^ 
follow  as  a»  unavoidable  consequence. 

Geutlemen^  two  years  ago,  as  every  OP^  of  joxx  must; 
have  seen,  there  were  riots  in  this  couoirji  iu  which  the; 
bouse  of  every  peer  and  every  member  of  parliament  who 
^pported  the  Com  Bill  was  attacked.  H^re  was  a  sowe- 
ijiifg  like  a  commnoitj  of  pi^pose  to  c^iqipel  the  repeal 
Qf  that  law.  Tl^erq  was  a  fe^tuve  of  as^iioU^iiou  to  the 
<;ase  of  1709:  tliQ  bouse  of  the  JU>rd  ChaaceUor  and  oth^' 
<^bix)et  ministers  were  broken  opeuj  th^  .Lord  Chief 
justice  was  threatened  j^  a  man  was  shot  by  the  soldiers  11% 
protecting  Mr.  Robinson's  house ;  an4  the  military  werq 
obliged  to  parade  the  streets  for  several  days.  This  wa^ 
a  great  insult  and  indignity  offered  to  the  legislature  in 
ilie  persons  gf  every  member  who  belonged  to  it ;  ai>d 
their  lives  were  threatened.  The  Attorney  CeneraJ  di«il 
not  indict  for  treason  r  No  ;  but  upon  the  doctfiq^  of 
to-day,  why  did  he  not  do  so  i  There  wore  undoubtedly 
many  facts  of  outrage,  and  why  not  construe  and  pr^sym^ 
^  you  are  called  upon  to  construe  and  presnme  to-day  j 
Why  not  interpret  all  this  intQ  a  deliberate  plan  ap4 
^reasonable  conspiracy  to  mtimidate  and  over-awe  th^ 
^Parliament,  and  by  viulenge  ami  force  to  wntp  vjpon  it,  u) 
order  to  compel  the  repeal  of  a  law. 

Geniiemen;  the  l^w  must  be  presarved  w  iaifi,OJ^^^u 
cfoiipot  be  preferred  at  all.    Who  shall  d^de  the  amouiH 
of  ^t^ag^  which  is  tg  constitute  a.  treason  f    WiU  thf 
^eptlam^n,  tej}  me  th^if  o?m  l^itf  i    WiU  you  qjfmff  tb« 
MPApaf^^s  9n|9  i»cb  a»i  %  ii^.c»Si  .<w.  w4fc*^.Mf  wi^^Vf 
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tha  will  yra  ouAe?  Yoa  cannot  make  .the  mesfto^ 
larger  or  smalter  as  yon  choose ;  and  if  once  the  principle 
h  laid  down,  that  a  Jury  in  this  cotmtry  shall  eter  give  up 
Ae  saered  definitioa  of  the  statute  of  treasons,  and  shall 
enhance  and  magnify  into  levying  war  against  the  King  w 
Tague  tumult  like  this,  the  calamity  will  be  endless ;  you 
will  unstring  your  own  nerves,  and  dram  the  vital  fluid 
from  your  own  veins;  yon  will  give  up  the  best  safeguard 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  which,  if  once  gone^  wilt 
never  return ;  if  once  gone,  it  is  gone  irreclaimably  and  for 
ever. 

Gentlemen,  the  protection  we  derive  from  a  known  and 
invariable  rule  in  the  law  of  treason  was  no  work  of  a 
moment.  The  statute  of  Edward  did  indeed  give  that 
rule;  but  when  it  had  been  given,  it  was  soon  lost;  and 
for  npftards  of  three  centuries  afterwards  no  man  knew 
irhen  he  was  safe.  In  Henry  the  eighth^s  time,  words 
were  treason;  and  to-day,  a  speech,  containing  violent 
And  offensive  expressions,  has  been  imputed  as  a  treason. 
Let  us  take  care  how  we  go  on.  It  may  by-and-by  lead 
to  re-institute  the  whole  system  that  has  been  swept 
down,  the  demolition  of  which  was  not  finally  effected  ttil 
the  revolution. 

Gentlemen,  if  the  present  state  of  the  country  is  such^ 
that  dangers  grow  upon  us;  if  the  evil  of  the  times  must 
be  met  with  remedies  adapted  to  the  times ;  let  us  go  to 
work  like  men,  justly  and  constitutionally,  if  the  state  ot 
the  country  is  so  bad,  that  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  is  not  enough,  and  more  must  be  done  for  its 
safety,  let  more  be  done ;  but  let  it  be  done  legally.  If  a 
faw  fs  wanted  to  make  such  transactions  ,as  happened  on 
the  second  of  December,  treason,  let  us  have  a  taw  made. 
Btit  a  legislative  verdict  is  to  confiidelegisiation  with  jwis- 
.  prudence,  and  to  pdss  an  Act  of  Parlianmit  in  aeoiirt  of 
Jiaticr.    If  faither  severities  are  requisite^  if  we  mtM 


^fikiXpi  wfttniiKfj  odBttittclit^'tiM^  be  it  ioVtoC  let' 
ym  be  done  with  authority,  BtiA  mt  without  atithority  {  I' 
aaj  iUb  upon  dl  general  priiici{ile8.'  But  it  is  tery  re-' 
WirkaUey  thai  the  original  sta^tote  of  Edward  contidnt  a 
^Qse-on  the  subject  of  new  treatoas,  which  I  beg  to  press 
W  your  attention.'  It  says,  ^  and  because  that  many  other 

*  cases  of  like  treason  may  happen  in  time  to  come,  which  a 
^  man  cannot  think,  nor  declare  at  this  preseqt  time,  it  ia 

*  accorded,  that  if  any  other  case  supposed  treason,  which* 
^  is  not  above  *pecified,doth  happen  before  any  justices,  die 
^  justices  shall  t6rry,  without  any  going  to  judgment  of  the 
^  treason,  till  the  cause  be  showed  and  declared  before  the 
'^  King  and  his  Parliament,  whether  it  ought  to  be  jtldged 
^  treason  or  other  felony.''  The  fnUners  of  that  statute 
]Mnesume,  that  possibilities  might  require  new  treasons  to 
be  created.  But  they  sifty,  you  must  in  that  event  resort  to 
the  Legislitors.  And  in  point  of  fact,  in  our  own  time,  by 
the  Act  of  1795,  some  new  treasons  were  enacted,  and 
Hiiongst  others,  the  cooapiring  by  force  to  overawe  the 
Parliament;  so  I  say  here,  if  the  disposition  of  the  peoplel 
at  the  present  moment  is  become  so  hostile  to  the  State,  as 
to  endanger  it,  let  the  Legislature  interfere;  b^t  let  us 
observe  the  law  as  ii  is,  till  the  law  which  is  has  been  coo- 
slitutionally  altered ;  and  let  the  Parliament  declare  prat* 
pectiveTy,  that  every  riot  shall  be  a  treason.  - 

'  Gentlemen,  A  hope  you  will  excuse  me  in  reviewing  this 
imp<Mtant  subject  so  largely.  (  certainly  did  not  know, 
.when  I  consented  to  be  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  I 
how  stand,  that  there  was  imposed  on  me  the  perildur 
responsibility  in  which  I  afterwards  found  I  was  involved; 
I"fa^ve  been  since  told,  that  the  substantial  issue  in  this 
ewe  isr,  whether  the  distinction  shall  be  beat  down  betweenf 
proceedings  under  the  riot  act,  and  the  statute  of  treasoaa* 
I  have  been  told  so ;  and  4  assert  oa  the  history,  ihe  pro* 
Cedents  atMt  the  practice  of  the  law,  that  it  is  so.  in.  no 
VoL.iI.  P 
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um%  lOpcHl^  no  occwoa,  bjr  no  Attoipey  Geoes»l«  was  tfae 
attempt  made>  wbicb  »  at  issue  in  thU  prosecotiooi^to 
cbaract^riisQ  such  tl-aattcUOQs  as.  tiieasonable.  Fo$sibly 
XmajjbeloWfr  UMtl  socib  a  precise  case  ^s  this  haa  uo^ 
occttfredl  beft>re«  It  iMy  be  so;  bu(  cases  like  it  have 
^CGBixed  «0  fSpur  iisUpq  cases  can  be  alikje ;  you  c^aIl9tba¥e 
identity  oC  circum9tai|<:es^  Identic  of  priociple  cai^  be 
^e  only  feature  of  resesAblauce ;;  there  cannot  be  a  precise 
preo^ent  for  a  riot.  But  I  muyt  sayj,  that  I  think  the 
Binmnghsm  riota  ten  times  more  flagitious  than  these. 
But  if  precedents  are  to  be  consideired,  you  must  weij^h 
the  effect  of  your  verdict,  aa  it  will  become  a  precedent  for 
future  imitation.  You  will  look  forward  to  the  cooae- 
quences  .and  results ;  cpnsequences  infinitely  more  imppr- 
t^t  to  the  public  i^t  laj^>  than  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
verdict  to  the  prisonar.  If  this  be  a  rebellion  and  civil 
war,  auptber  Attorxvey  General  will  tell  you,  that  breaking 
one  gunsmith's  shop  is  a  civil  war ;  another  wiU  teU  yon, 
that  having  flags  alone  is  civil  war,  without  breaking  into 
any  man's  shop.  .The  civil  war  will  depend  entirely  on  the 
arbitrium  of  the  Attorney  General;  if  you  open  the  door, 
the  Attorney  General  will  open  it  as  much  wider  a&  be 
likes ;  there  will  be  n^  shutting  it  again.  And  there  may 
be  times,  when  there  m^  not  be  such  moderation  and  such 
honour  and  integrity  in  the  administration  of  the  law  aa 
prevail  at  present.  If  you  annihilate  the  boundaries  i>e- 
tween  the  two  classes  of  cases,  if  you  amalgamate  togethec 
the  elements  of  treason  and  riot,  they  never  can  be  separate4 
again  by  any  human  judgment ,  but  why  do  this  in. a  case 
of  treason  i  why  give  way  to  an  attempt  to  es^tend  the 
treason  law?  Is  not  the  whole  of  our  law  a  system. of 
moral  distinction,  and  of  technical  distinction,  which  aa« 
sorts  one  set  of  things  to  one  principle,  and  another  to 
another?  Is  not  manslaughter  a  different  thing  from 
murder  ?    Have  yon  not  felonies  of  one  l^in^i  and  felonies 
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or  anodier?  Is  not  mitdemeanor  aoii  trespMt  put  bdow 
Moby  t  U  it  not  the  rule  of  the  wholey  to4X)fitradifttingakh 
and  di^nde,  and  to  trace  out  the  snallett  differences  with 
inicfOBCopic  minuteness  i  Why  is  treason  then  to  be  made 
€faaeseent,  and  lost  in  undefined  latitudes  ? 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraid  that  I  intrude  too  much  upon 
you ;  but  yoa  will  recollect  what  the  importance  of  the  occa- 
sion is;  I  have  given  you  my  authorities,  I  hare  laid 
before  you  my  history,  and  I  will  add  a  pledge,  derived 
Ivom  much  research  and  repeated  consideration  of  the  laws 
of  this  coutttiy  and  its  constitution,  and  I  will  yidd  m 
investigation  to  no  man.  I  will  say,  diat  the  attempt  of 
this  trial  IB  to  disregard  a  fundamental  mle  of  the  law,  and 
to  mix  things  together  which  have  ever  been  kept  separata^ 
and  which  ever  must  remain  separate,  as  Jong  as  the 
liberties  of  the  countiy  remain. 

Oentiemen,  I  have  hitherto  adverted  to  the  practice  of 
former  times ;  I  come  now  to  the  practice  of  our  own  time. 
Are  you  aware  that  the  transactions  now  charged  as  a 
treason,  were  ones,  by  the  Attorney  General,  cheraoteriaad 
as  a  misdemeanor.  Do  yon  know  that  a  bill  of  indictment 
was  preferred  by  the  Clown  against  the  conspirators  upon 
the  very  same  transactions  for  a  riot.  Where  are  we  ? 
are  we  got  to  this  pass  that  the  Attorney  Genend  can  take 
np  and  put  down  tfie  treason  act  as  he  pleases ;  that  the 
same  thing  can  be  misdemeanor  at  Hicks's  If  all,  felony  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  treason  in  the  King^s  Bendb.  How 
factraordinary  it  is,  that  the  same  identical  case  should  have 
this  ddfting  and  varying  character;  but  so  the  truth  is* 
One  unfortunate  man  underwent  the  sentenoe  of  the  law  at 
the  (Md  Bailey ;  one  of  these  conspirat<H«,  Hooper  (what 
a  distressing  akemative  the  country  is  put  to)  was  tried  for 
felony,  in  stealing  arms  Scorn  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop ;  but  if 
it  Were  treason,  it  is  no  taking  as  felony  but  as  treason. 


^8 

r  Ldrd  EOmborougH  A  feloQjr  txi$y  be  -comidttea  in  the 

:^ro8ecation.<tf  a  Ueason.    I  interrupt  you,  for  fear  there 

shookl  be  a  misarpprebeii^ioii-  .       '         *    <. 

r.    Jtfr.  fVetkentt.  My  hovdi  that  is  not  my  way  of  putting 

it ;  but  all  the  fects  that  are  known  now  were  known  tbeo^ 

t  ^  MrlJttomey  General.  That'is.not  true.   ,         '      i 

.*.  3tr.  JuUkt  Abbott.  It  is  impossible,  Mr.  Wethere]l>  that 

you  can  know  that.  •"!;"•: 

Jfr.^  Attorney/  General*  My  learned  friend:  i»  stating 

Xhat  which  he  cannot  know,  and  it  is  casting  an  odiuni 

upon  mel.wfaich.I  capnot  submit, to ;!  as  far  as  be  chuses  to 

argue  or  misrepiiesent  my  argiunentSy  I  say  ncuhing. 

•    Mr.  Wetkerell.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  precise 

date  when  every  thing  came  to  the  knowledge  of 'GU>Vem* 

men t,  bnt  all .  external  circumstances  were  known  within  a 

fortnight;  the  shon-hand  writer's  note  of  the  treasonable 

'apeech  wfis  banded* over  the  morning  after  the  sd-of 

December  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stafee ;  jthe  attack  on 

Mr.  Bieekwitfa's  shop  was  known  immediately  aft^^ards;  sq 

iwas  the  breaking  open  the  shops  in  the  Minories;  so  was 

the«eizing  theflagat^heExchiHige  by  Mj.  Alderman  §t\aw; 

so  was  the  taking  the  other  flags  and  banners  in  Spa-fie]d84 

J,  say,-  most  of  .the   external   facts  and-  circun^utnce^ 

•jrere  known  within  twenty-four  hours  aftervi(sfds.    There 

twas  pext  at  the  Lord  Mayor's  house  an  examination  fp^ 

A  fortnight,  which  completed  the  discovery  of  the  whole; 

hut  thejpe  watf  one  person  not  yet  disoovexed ;  they  h^d  not 

found  out;  Mr,;  Castle ;  all  things  -which  otlier  wiUiesses 

could  piove  ^ere  found  out ;  all  the  plain  matters  of  fact 

had  beenseen,  and  were  known  and  beard  of,  and  under^r 

jUood,  and  Established  and. proved,   and . investigated  i^ 

-private  and  in  public,  in  courts  of  law  and  out  of  pourts 

of  Ucw;  every,  thing  was  knowfly,  but  the  person  of  Mr.' 

Castle  had  not  yet  macle  its  appearance.  ^  G^tlemen^wili 

you  suflFer  the  judicature  of  an  English  Court-— will  yom 
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miffcf  ih^**puritj  of  Bfilish  jiirisprudence  lo  deperitr  fuJdh. 
^he  creilit  of  that  indescribable  Tillain  ?— will  yob  add  to  the 
lilood  money  whtch  he  has  earned  ?— will  y^u  ^ncou'rag^ 
the  trade  and  merchandize  of  a  man  who  lives  on  blood? 
* — will  you,  the  guardians  and  protectors  of  British  law,  of 
thai  integrity,  that  honour  and  truth  which  have  run  li 
British  veins  for  centuries ;  and  when  they  cease  GreH 
Sritafii  Wilf  be  ho  more  ;-^-will  you  suffer  death  to  be  dealt 
out  by  him  as  he  chooses  ?-^will  you  -  suffer  four  huniltft 
victims  to  be  sacrificed'  on  the  testimony  of  that  inde- 
scribable villain  f 'But  if  YOU  suffer  it,  I -must^add,  wiU 
the  British  public  suffer  it? — will  the  people permirit; — wift 
they  tolerate  or  endure  it  ?  .  Gentlemen,  I  assert  that  every 
thing  was  known  abdut  th^se  transactions,  excepting  tbi 
jperson  of  Castle,  within  a  very  short  period  aftfefwards  j  'I 
assert  it  as  a  man  of  truth.  You  know  it  is  so,  and  indeed 
it  is' proved  to  be  so.  Nowlet  us  see  how  tfclis  case,  which 
was  a  misdemeanor  till  he  came  to  light,  is  to  be  changed 
into  treason  when  he  was  brought  to  light.  He  is  brought 
to  do  what  P — why  he  is  to  state  every  thing  to  you  to  con*- 
istitute  what  is  called  a  plot ;  every  thing  which  is  an  in- 
tention to  overturn  the  Government;  every  thing  which  ii 
evidence  of  a  treasonable  plot;  eveiy  thing  to  constitute 
the  vitality  of  treason  is  to  depend  on  his  testimony;  And  I 
am  willing  to  stand  or  fall,  I  am  willing  that  this  man's 
fate  shall  depend  on  such  credit  and  authority  as  you  shall 
ascribe  to  the  character  of  the  man  Castle.  -  It  is  fot  thai 
pui*p6se  I  wFsh,  without  troubling  you  with  minute  ctrcum-^ 
stMces  or*  details,  to  look  in  the  broad  and  wholesale  to 
his  credibility.'*  I  shall  be  told  that  an  accomplice  may  be 
confirmed',  and  that  a  man  who  is  confirmed  in  stating  a 
CretifoD,  though  he  is  a  traitor  himself,*  may  1>e  belicfved 
in*  things  ^ere  he  is  confirmed,  though  not  where 
he*  is  not  confirmed;  '  Now  let  us  apply  this  principle  to 
Cdstle/ted  you  will'  liAd  there  it  no  eneiofikt^rial  pari  of 
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jifficj^  Getemmefily  aod  nialiijig  s  lerolotioA  «itli  hmclft^ 
ccMuJiet  aod  hackoey  coachinea,  aad  an  army  of  druokev 
naea,  picked .  up  at  midiiight,  bj  amolberiog  the  Mldmray 
m^  carjrying.oq  a, land  blockade  all  roaod  Lomdma.,  .lit 
^ippeaixdjo  me,  tb|it  tbe  naical  part  of  tbe  Uockadc  wa# 
4iot  coii»p]ete#  and  I  asked  Caalle,  how  be  waa  to  stop  tbe 
^millery  coming  up  tbe  river?  Oh!  that  is  very  easily 
idone.  My  learned  fricod,  Mr.  Guniey,  though  he  did 
<DOt  lead  the  witness,  certainly  conducted  him  pretty  skil* 
•faliy  through  bis  blockade  of  Loodon.  But  my  learned 
.friead  did  not  touch  od  the  naval  part  of  the  blockade ; 
ibat  be  left  for  me.  Nov/  tbe  naval  blockade  consisted  is 
making  tbe  abips  in  tbe  rjLver;  but  that  was  not  enoiigti.. 
iTbey.were  then  tof;o  and  take  tbe  navy  of  Great  Britain^ 
tAH.this  civil  war  was  to  be  conducted  by  six  generals^  ona 
jof  whom  cannot  ride  on  borseuack.  and  anatber  of  th^a 
'iralks  very  lamely.  Genttemen^  when  tbe  life,  of  a  man  it 
ot.stifker  the  .case  becomes  too.  serious  tq  laugh  at.  I  waa 
aoalled  to  onder  the  other  day,  for  laughftog  a  Uttfe.whea 
Jibe  witoeis  described  tbe  firing  as  being,  a^eit  dejoie;  th# 
teolj;  war  w^s  ciamining  up  powder,  to  the  muasle,  and 
Ifihng  buttons  off.  I  have .  bad .  occasion  since  to  hold  up 
VBy.b|mds  tbnuigboot,  tbe  .wbole  conrse  of  the  exwvdoatiott 
sof  tbe.wilaasses  of  .tbe;Cip^n.;  I  have  had. ooeaeion  ta 
jsay,  tbaseareiakebodds  not  'to  be  addressed  to  the  sense 
xf.MBj.  mi(n;  tb^e  are  prq[>osterous  things,  by  wbioh 
MNish.is  blaapbeoied.  The  fixst  piao  is  tbe  most  lamentable 
•fction  ever. beard  off.  but  if  tbe  first. plan  is  6c|i^o«s^ 
fidmt becoffl^of  thfL^secoodf  I  pntit  to  you, as  vtM.ci 
.kononr,  to  8ay>  whether  any  one?  of  you  can  giveoredit  t0 
4acbapIau:for..a  moment.;  I  aiyi  not  denying  ibat  t|ie 
^nrties  nmy  have  bad  a  di^y)ftition:  to  tumnlt ;  yon  ,may 
•iuspeet  them  of  .what' you  like. .  I.  deny  the'Attgmey ' 
^GeoeraTs  kw^  I  am.r^ti  boii^  to gvrt:  wy  ea|danf|tiott; 

ho  is  Jto  mukei  oat  tb»::obiH^   CkMyfOMML  wm  "f^ 

,  ;-       •     ■  ^ 
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.^"Mily  attribute  a  ^4Act<r  to  diete  tUligt^'aiid  it  may 
awign  to  them  an  intention  to  iftake  a.  riot*  r 

Well,  Geotleknen,  will  yoU  eredit  hinir  in  t|ie  $tcood 
.4reaionable  sto^,  if  ibe  fir^l  it  false;  ii  there  a  ^^iog  ttao 
•in  Court,  who  will  suffer  .bi^  judgment  to  be  mocked  by 
I  the  supposittojn,  that  the  Qnt  plan  was  a  plan  for  arevplur 
tion  and  a  civ>l  war;  ju&jt:tbe  same  is  the  truth  of  tbe^ 
second  plan  ;  be  contradictd^biniself^  and  so  it  ^ums  out 
.always;  if  you  will  confront  him  with  himself,  you  will 
rfind  that  he  never  speaks  the  truth.  He  says  this.plan  was 
abandoned,  because  the  people  were  not  ripe  for  it;  if 
Ibey  were  not  ripe  at  one  eod  of  the  town,  I  should  not 
'Aink  they  were  ripe  for  it  in  the  City ;  if  they  could  not 
blockade  from  Oxford  Road  to  Saint  Giles's,  where 
Tbistlev^ood  was  to  make  his  grand  stand,  I  should  say  if 
it  Was  impiBCticable  there,  it  was  not  more  practicable  a^ 
tbeo(i|er  end  of  the  town  ;  and  ify^u  disbelieve  this  fic- 
tion, will  yon  ascribe  a  different  character  to  the  assertions 
of  this  man^  as  to  another  plan  to  take  place  a  fortnight 
afterwards.  If  you  find  bim  destitute  of  probability,  as  to 
Ibe  west  end  of  the  town,  let  me  ask  what  you  will  say  to 
the  plan  at  the  east  end  of  the  town?  But  I  protest  I  can 
not  undeisiand  what  the  plan  was  to  be ;  tliey  were  to  meet 
at  Spa*fields,  one  man  was  to  go  to  the  Tower,  another  to 
the  Bank  ;  you  Imve  heard  what  bas  been  said  as  to  the 
.iBank,  bat  you  have  not  heaid  how  the  Tower  was  to  be 
aUacbad ;  nor  can  I  understand  how,  tbiM&gb  it  is  charged 
ia  the  indictment  as  a  serious  part  of  this  case.  As  to  the 
..jfieeches  to  the  soldiers,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  attack- 
iog.the  Towef. 

Qwtli»n€»,  I  reqpiest  .ypu  to  nuurk  what  I  am  about 
ttKMjntimi ;  Castle  sajia  tbe  Tower  waahis  station;  he  was 
al  the  Tower  at  tan  o'clock  in  the  moming^  and  he  knew 
the  galas  «aie  shut  «M>c«Mt  of  the  iipa-fieMs  mjeeting. 
Whuiitofs  he  d9  jf i^  bi;nylf  jfteywai^?  why  yon  would 
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ttfe^i  to  find  liioi  gokkg  to  his  ftieads  in  Spa<-fieldsy  te 
tell  them  the  gates  were  ihut  up ;  no^  he  does  not  go  aii4 
trii  them ;  I  do  not  knowM^here  he  is  all  the  moming ;  1>ut 
he  6ught  natoially  to  go  and  tell  his  oompaBionSyif  theie  wate 
In  reality  a  conspiracy'  to  take  the  Tower,  what  he  knew 
of  it ;  be  ought  to  have  gone  to  them,  and  saifd,  do  not  go 
to  the  Tower,  there  is  no  ase  in  going  there,  I  know  they 
ar^  upon  their  guard ;  no  he  does  not  do  this,  bat  he  ab^- 
sconds  all  the  morning;  he  does  not  tdl  his  companiomi 
what  he  knew,  though  he  says  he  met  them  in  little 
Britain,  and  yon  hear  nothing  further  of  him  till  he  leadu 
these  persons  to  the  Tower,  and  then  he  says  that  several 
hours  afterwards,  Watson  and  Thistlewood  ware  ha- 
ranguing the  soldiers,  to  induce  them  to  give  the  Tower 
up,  though  he  had  known  himself  that  the  gates  were  shut 
early  in  the  moming. 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  have  occasion,  by  mid  by,  to  state 
to  you  something  very  remarkable  about  die  Tower,  which 
Castle  said  to  Mr.  Hunt,  between  12  and  t  o'clock  ;  bat 
I  will,  for  a  moment  postpone  it.  I  own  I  do  not  care  what 
he  asserts  about  the  transactions  of  the  sd  of  December, 
nor  whether  there  was  a  plan  or  not,  for  whatever  he  asserts 
is  not  credible ;  but  I  own  I  do  not  quite  comprehend  the 
business,  according  to  his  own  statement  of  it,  nor  ia  it  M 
all  consistent  with  the  evidence.  The  whole,  hovirevef, 
was  to  end  in  this,  that  the  council  named  in  the  unex- 
plained paper;  the  G.P.  S.  was  to  govern  the  land,  after 
these  six  rebels  had  swept  down  the  whole  internal  civil 
and  military  force  of  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  no  doubt  if  this  trial  went  on  a  little 
longer,  I  should  have  beto  able  to  prove  that  Mr.  Castle 
had  been  guilty  of  crime  undei^  every  letter  of  the  alphabet* 
Under  some  letters  there  is  a  double  alliteration  of  crime;  for 
instance,  under  the  letter  B  we  havef fBawdy-houseJieepiDft.. 
and  Bigamy  -,  for  I  w*H  prove  that  h«-  haa^two  wives ;  one 
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wife  he  hm  luhnltted,  and  I  bsve  meile  him  Mfaah  thai 
Mr.  Staflbni  8«nt  this  wife  om  of  town.    Wbatl  tend  the 
v/ih  of  a  nan  oat  of  the  way  who  is  allowed,  ex  l^fpUken, 
to  ka  ineiedible  nalcsi  he  is  coafinned.    Is  thar  the  atyle 
of  ^onfirmattoB  by  which  moi't  lives  are  to  be  swora  away. 
If  he  speaks  the  truth,  there  aie  fifty  things  in  which  she 
nright  confirm  him;  where  he  was,  who  caoK  to  hhn, 
what  things  he  got,  where  he  went,  what  messages  were 
left  for  him ;  many  of  these  transactions  might  be  oon«> 
firmed ;  and  yet,  this  witness  inciedible  in  his  own  person^ 
too  wicked  and  scandalous  to  be  beiiered ;  this  witness 
who  is  good  for  nothing,  nnless  yon  can  add  buttresses  and  - 
props  to  suppoft  him,  is  desired  to  send  his  wife  out  of 
the  way,  the  only  person  who  could  give  a  diary  and 
journal  of  where  he  was,  and  what  passed ;  a  personifying 
with  htm,  who  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  him  from 
day  to  day ;  he  stated  that  be  bad  private  reasons ;  I  do  not 
know  what  tbey  were,  bai  I  think  I  osn  coajectnie.    If 
we  go  on  to  letter  F,  we  have  more  than  a  double  allltnra^ 
MO,  we  have  Forgery,  Balony,  and  Pfenth  prisoners ;  he 
has  allowed  that  he  uttered  forged  note^  and  he  worked 
a«t  the  redemption  of  his  own  life  by  sacrificing  that  of  his 
companion ;  we  have  felony,  ^  he  has  admitted  stealing 
the  chairs  and  Ubles  of  the  room  in  whjch  the  treasonable 
{dot  was  hatched,  where  this  committee  of  conspirators 
met,  if  they  ever  did  meet,    if  1  go  further,  I  find  Mr. 
Castle  mixed  up  in  one  of  the  most  iniamoos  traflks  in 
which  a  man  could  engage ;  I  find  him  assisting  the  Frenclv 
GovenimeDl,  in  procuring  the  escape  of  French  prisoners, 
and  particularly  of  aa  officer  in  the  engineering  depart- 
ment of  the  French  aimy.  Colonel  Pouvett6 ;  upon  which 
oceasipB  the  magistrnte  told  him  he  would  oommit  a  eom-» 
missioner  of  the  tianspoits,  if  he  found  ham  doing  thesanm 
thing.    I  find  him  Yisitiag^lhe  wictched  and  unfortanat^ 
abjects  in  arBridcwal^  we  of  wham  was  about  to  undergo 
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th^^eiitAK^^f;  tbe  Jftw>i^  'wb'o  it  stems  set  bim  id  wdrit 
4ii:geuifig  (iff  .Trench  pilsoQerat.  You  vill  I'ecoUedt  hi^ 
.prevarications  jb»  to  bis  .living  %at  'Mhrs.'HiQms'sy  a  plape 
ivfaereiiotbing  bit  inhmy  can  exist';  a  bully  in  a  comnaon 
.bawdjMioiise ;:  such  is  his  origini  su<^:has'  been  the  course 
cf  his.  life  ;:!it  began  in  tarpituderAnd-clisgiyM^,  and  he  hM 
jDounted'Op,  lifter  sacrificing  one.maQ.fiir  the  earniQg^  of 
bloQd-mpney^toithecqnsuiDniatiQn  of  tjie.  whgle^  by  urging 
others  toi:eimes>'wbich  iu'e^€dle4i(<ed:tobe  treason,  that  he 
tnigbt^cfiiiiiiiuinieate  it  to  Goyernment  fqr  b)ood-mqney,  as 
the  price  of  hjsinforniMtion*.  Tjhat  is  not  all,  sp  wretched 
and  so  n)iserable  isi  this  man,  tht^t  he  is  not.only  a  witness 
for  the  CrowD,  but  he  actually  came  into. Court  to  give 
bis  evidenoe,  dressed. in  the  coa^  waistcoat,  apd  bre^hes 
of.  the  Crown,  :paid  for  by  .  Mr.  StafToiid  of  Bow-street: 
Gentlemen,  I  put  the  question  to  the  man^  you  heard  the 
apswer  h^  gavej(.^apd  yo(u  .will  fixid  the  very  clothes  oq«  hia 
biick  were .  paid  -  f<>r,  ;as  the:  i|iQi(^nt  part  of  those  -wage^. 
which  he^is  to  receive.  ' 

•   Iford  ElktUmtQugh.  The  contrary  is  in  evidence,  and  yoa 
haVe  no  right  to  .^npply  that  fact      -  • 
.    Jt£r.7fe^Aerd27..He  said  pocket-money  was  given  him^ 
and  that  his  clothes  were.paid  for,  , 

'  LordiEUenborough.  Yea;. but  he. did  not  say  it  waa 
bloodimoney.', ,  v  .   :    .  .':  '  ^    .       , 

.  Mf.  WdhtreU.  That  is  myioferetoce;  and  .Gentlemen^ 
you  mnst  "decide  on  a  fall  yie  w  of  the  i^ase ;  I .  h|ive.  pjTQvetlf 
to  you, 'from  the  prosecutions  at  .the  Old  JBai^y  wd;«t|;e 
iadictmentat  Hick&'s  Hall,/that  for  two  months,  nay.  till  tl|Ei 
month  of  March  last,  tbe<:haractec  and  definition.of  trf^on^ 
was ■not.as8tgpedby,the Attorney  General  to. these,  trans-^ 
.actions ;:  I  have  no  reason  ta  ask  the  Attorney  <j.e^i:al  b|% 
policy,  I  have  no  right  to.  ask  .h»  aea^imsr-  .  .     t 

\  Mr.  Jiiom^g.  GemnUi:  IbavenafQlicy.:. .  .  i    .*.  -it 
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-X  MT.]Aitcfni/ttfG€neNdl  canbot%ttbyr  and  hate  such  '- 
corrupt  motives  imputed  tome.  •  I  defy  any  man*  to  im« 
pote  to  me  corrupt  mothres,  since  the  moment  I  first  came 
into  this  Court.  '  *> 

•  •  Mr.ffetherelL  I  do  not 'do  so,  *^I  will  argue' on  the 
facti.  I  have  no  right  to  ask  the^  Attorney  Qeneral's  opi- 
nion; but  I  will  argue  on- the/a<^»;  andlassert  it  as  a 
factf  that  for  months  after,  these  trapsacttons;  iYidj  as  I 
assert/' (illCaitle'was'gDt.bdld  of,  they",  were  tfeated'as  a 
mitftem^anor  and  a;  felbiiy.  r*  There  wap  an  indlctqient  at 
Hicks's  Hall  for  a  mftcLsmeinipr^and  at  the  Old  Bailey  for 
felony ;  and,  till  Castle  was  ^lisoovered,  the  idea  of  raising 
these  transactions  into  the  high  and  transcendent  crime  of 
treason,  was  not*,  thought  of.  1  impnterno  motives  to  the 
Attorney  General ;  ^and  if  he  -supposes  I  alluded  :to  him, 
I  am  sorry  for  it.;  I  am  sure  I  *  did.  hot;  but  I  have  a  right 
to  the  Act,  and  I  will  hive  the  fact;  that,*  ti)l  Castle  wa^ 
got  hold  of,  misdemeianor,  and  not  treason,  was -the' defi- 
nition of  the  offence.  Not  only  that,  but  a  day  was  actu- 
ally appointed  for  the  trial;  treating  it  as  a  misdemeanor ; 
and  it  was  not  till  Castle,  was  broughf  to  light,  that  'the 
trtith  emanates  before  lis.   •  -^'^  * 

.  Gentlemen,  I  certainly  feel  that  I  am  taking  up  muc^h 
of  your  time;  but  I  say  that,  since  the  Revolution,  so  large 
mnd  important,  so  sacred  a  question  as  •  the  present/never 
nnderw^t  public  investigation:  i  have  beeti'  bestowing  a 
full  month  of  diligence.  I  have  dotieit  much  t6  my  owii 
inconvenieftce,  and  I  concur  in  what  Dhave  been  tol<i^*tbat 
I  was  to;  be  counsel  for  ievery  man  of  EtigUmdy  to  decide 
whether,  what  had  been  called  in  all  tinted  ei-ridt,  was  to 
^  made,  for  politick  purposes^  treason ;  that  irthtf^ques- 
tion.  You  know,  and  every  man  in  England  :kh6wi^ 
that  the  object  of  this  prosecution  is  to  >:  change*  tUK 
distinction-^  .    ..    •   ..i.  »    i  :'.7 

..  Xi0n(^/Ienkr«figA.    This  is  out  ofaIU0i^M;:..!nitM 
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lievcr  belbte  hart  been  impatatigosfO  lai^e  Btd  i6  uo* 
founded  against  aiiy  indiykliial. 

Mr.  WMtreU.  I  b4ve  dtidaiitiusd  any  iotentiaa  of  ik^ 
kind. 

Mr.  JMlaee  iiUdef .  Whiit  b  the  uaie  of  diM^iBimii^  uy 
iaientkm,  if  you  do  1S^t  dung. 

•   Mr.  WetkereU.    I  never  have  made  any  personal  bHu^- 
sioDs  to  ilie  Attorney  General. 

Afr.il/lonifyGsiiera/*  I  beg  pardon:  when  yott  say 
the  object  of  the  prosecutkm  is  for  politioal  pnrpos^  to 
ebange  the  law  of  Engbsd ;  I  tay,  that  is  impoting  to  me 
the  basest  and  wickedest  motives  thai  oaa  actuate  the  mimi 
of  man. 

Mr.  Juaicf  Bejr%.  Hie'  imputation  goes  a  great  ded 
forthfa:;  it  goes  to  all  those  who  aie  to  decide  upon  the 
question ;  it  goes  to  this,  ^hat  if  those  persons  who  have 
to  determine  upcm  the  case^  decide  upon  the  cyoeatioA 
against  the  view  of  die  subject  which  you  take,  then  they 
will  decide  from  politicai  motives^  and  not  act  from  those 
motives  which  I  believe  actuate  all  those  petsons. 

JIfr.  WtthertU.  I  am  sony  your  Lordship  should  sup* 
pose  so.  I  am  not  speaking  depermma,  I  am  only  puittii^ 
my  aigumenty  that  these  tmnsactions  weie  treated  ap^ 
uusdemeanon. 

Hr.  SoUcitar  General.  Your  statement  waa,  that  the 
issue  was  to  try  whether  this  offence  was»  for  a  poUdcal 
purpose^  to  be  made  treason. 

Mr.  ffetherdl.  I  have  disclaimed  evexy  statement  of 
penoaal  imputation,  and  I  think  the  interroption  too 
hasty.  In  the  statute  of  1795,  under  which  two  of  these 
treaaoaa  are  assigned,  you  will  find  by  the  last  clause  an 
electioii  was  given  to  the  Attorney  General  to  treat  it  as 
aiisdemeanor  or  treason ;  and  if  the  Gentlemen  would  have 
"Waited  till  I  had  closed  my  argument,  they  would  have 
^y  iMVQntttt  has  nothing  to  da  wi^  any  pdMoal 
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^put^kiem  whatever*  GedtlemeaT,  yoju.  Jmowt  lipo  ^f  lbs 
UeaBOQs  under  tbU  reeofd«.are  kid  under  the  sUilitte  of 
1795»  1^  probaUy  you  have  Doi  had  the  last  clause  called 
to  your  atteutioD.  It  U  this :  ''  Provided^  that  nodiing 
iu  this  Act  coutaiued  sbbll  extend  <Mr  hd  co^stnidd  ta  ex* 
lend^  to  jNrevent  or  affect  any  prosecution  by.  iufdrmation 
tm  indictment  at  the  common  law,  for  any  off^iee  within 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  unless  the  party  shall  hi^ve  been 
ftrst.]»ro9ecuted  under  this  Act."  Tlus  clause  is  a  very 
singular  one*  It  is  the  only  Act  in  which  such  an  election 
is  given* 

Lord Ettenboraugh.  There  is  no  election;  it  is  only 
that  if  he  is  prosecuted  under  one,  he  shall  not  be  pro- 
seeuml  under  the  other.  . 

'  Mr.  WttherdL  I  had  been  led  to  suppose,  that  tlie 
principle  of  this  Act  intended  to  give  the  Crown  an  elec- 
tion to  proceed  for  these  treasons,  under  die  last  chiitse  in 
the  Act,  in  the  sbape  of  treason  or  misdemeanor. 

JIfr.  Justice  Ahholt,  The  Act  only  does  this ;  it  enacts 
Wb'iEit  shall  be  treason,  and  then  it  provides,  that  if  a  person 
bias  been  prosecuted  for  a  misdemeanor,  he  shall  not  after- 
irards  be  tried  for  the  same  offence  as  a  treason. 

Mr.  fVetherell,  If  I  am  wrong  in  that,  let  those  |;ea- 
tlemen  who  have  been  so  hasty  in  making  the  suggestions 
they  have,  give  me  credit  when  J  say,  I  had  considered 
that  this  Act  had  given  that  election,  and  when  I  stated 
what  has  given  so  much  offence,  my  argument  was  this^ 
that  up  to  a  certain  time  it  was  treated  as  a  misdemeanoi; 
and  now,  under  the  last  clause,  they  have  changed  the  chaF- 
racter  into  treason :  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  law,  but  siiU 
I  think  it  will  constitute  a  reason  why  they  should  not  Ue 
$o  hasty,  in  imputing  to  me  intentions  which  do  not  ^jf^ 
to  me.  Gentlemen,  on  that  part  of  the  case,  the  fact  is, 
up  to  a cmiun  time,  these  transactions  were  UQftted^ja^a 


aiMwMlioT;  and  if  they  tell  mo  I  hwe  iittpi6^yi  JHk 
pated  to  tiiem  the  chunging  it  iftto  treaaon,  i  smhonni  t^ 
W»  ^  ^  geotleman^  that  I  am  sorry  .they  thoald  urn- 
uoderBtAnd^Aie.  I  meant  to  argne^what  I  thought  to  be 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  that  it  had  given  a  double  re* 
roedy,  and  that  they  had  first  elected  to  proce^  ibra 
misdemeanor  and  aftervFards  changed  it  into  treason;  and 
that  I  might  not  state  any  thing  but  what  was  correfct, 
I  have  stated  the  question  to  many  gentlemen,  in  and  out 
of  d^is  Cburty  who  have  put  the  same  construction  on  the 
Act.  I  only  contend,  that  the  Crown  has  no  right  .to 
okaage  from  one  to  the  other. 

Gentlem^>  I  have  now  gone  tbrough- the.  review  which 
I  proposed  originally,  of  most  of.  the  main  and.  geofiial 
features. of  the  case;  the  uldipate  question  is,.whethert 
upon  the, testimony. of  Castle» you  are  of  opiaiony,that  any 
fimg  has  taken  place  which  any  fair  man  will  denppioatf 
to  be  treason  j  The  difi^ct  issue  must  depend  on  urbai 
Castle  says,  without  him  .there  is  not  the .  shadow,  of 
a  case.  But  supposing  he  were  confirmed  in  every'  thing 
he  says,  by  other  witnesses,  stilt  you  must  believe  iie/act 
as  a  proposition  ofjaci,  that  these  parties  detiberatetjr 

IKTENDsi)  TOOVBRTHBOW  THB  STAT£.     For  Supposing 

that  they  instigated  the  outrages  which  the  mob  ccfin* 
knitted,  and  supposing  the  mob  broke  open*  the  shops  for 
arms,  at  the  invitation  of  the  conspirators ;  stilly  unless  the 
force  which  they  got  bad  been  afterwards  actually  con- 
verted to  some  act  of  aggression  upon  the  State,  coming 
within  the  examples  I  have  mentioned,  of  a  construcUve 
levying  of  war  .(which  sort  of  case^  I  think,  is  not  pre- 
tended) or  unless  the  force  could  be  considered  as  con- 
nected with,  and  instrumentblly  empbyed'  in  the  for- 
tiierance  of  some  dear  conspiracy  and  design  to  overthrofi 
the  whde  Siate,  I  should  be.perieetly  at  a' loss  to  fidd  that 
ta(h  transactions  were  *  ever  brought  *irithin  tiie'ptde  ami 


j^ach  of  the  statate  of  treaV>hs,  though  t  wooM  describe* 
theciiine  tts  stroitgly  as  any  man.  *  --■ 

^  Geittlemen^  yon  will  hear  by-ahd-by  the  view  which  the 
able  persooy  with  whom  I  am  associated^  takes  of  this 
subject;  we  hare  conferred  much  in  private^  but  I  be^ 
Jieve-  his  riew  will  correspond  with  that  I  have  laid  be- 
fore you ;  though  J  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  illustrated  in 
a  better  manner,  and  reasoned  with  more  accuracy  and 
force. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  under  the  impression  that  I  am  well 
founded,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  with  that  ^firmness 
which  1  hope  win  ever  attend  me  in  the  execution  of  any 
task,  to  represent  to  you  my  cencepiion  of  this  case,  what 
is  my  conviction  of  the  law  of  it,  and  of  the  general  cha- 
racter  and  nature  of  it ;  that  conviction  I  have  expressed ; 
idiat  I  have  freely  thought,  I  have  freely  spoken.  I  have 
fearlessly  and  boldly  stated  my  propositions,  and  if  any 
man*s  malignant  or  oblique  insinuations  should  point  at  me, 
or  if  it  should  be  suggested  that  I  were  disposed  to  infringe 
upon  or  to  deny  to  the  supremacy  of  the  state  or  to  the 
crown,  the  protection  to  be  derived  from  that  best  and 
ultimate  extent  of  construction  which  the  statute  of  trea- 
sons ought  to  receive,  and  which  a  well-wisher  of  the 
Government  could  look  for,  I  should  confront  that  ill  nature 
or  malignity  by  opposing  to  it  the  unvaried  and  uniform 
tenor  of  my  life.  I  am  here  no  supporter  of  popular  riots 
and  outrages,  I  am  no  defender  of  wrong  and  mischief,  no 
patron  of  public  disturbance  and  confusion,  I  am  the  friend 
of  none  of  these  things ;  I  am  no  advocate  for  taking  from 
the  Crowii  what  belongs  to  it,  neither  am  I  an  advocate 
for  deducting  from  the  people  the  rights  and  securities 
which  can  only  be  preserved  by  an  uniform  rule  and  iiH 
variable  application  of  the  law;  I  am  for  hanging  the 
scales  even  between  the  Crown  on  one  hand  and  the  people 
on  the  other,  and  the  only  balance  between  tbem  is  tbelaw» 
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A  DtiPmoW  f^4  «rbilnM7  conmvolioa  of  Am  i^U^ts^  of 
tKeasons  ii  i^hat  every  wri^r  has  wA  to  be  iUtga),  aii4 
^yiery  ja4ge  M  u>  modem  times  endeavomed  lo  avoid.;  It 
if  m  iwovAtipo  of  ihat  kiod  Um^)  I  an  ^plendjog  against; 
I  have  gme,  U>rp«gh  ^  loog  lesew^b  to  &94  mt  wbetbur 
authonties  m9  he  prpdnced  against  me,  I  can  fiod  ^ooe; 
I  paJl  for  th^os ;  I  call  oa  the  SuUcitor  Geneffal  in  h^ 
r§p\y,  to  add  lo  the  catah>giie  of  cpnstruotive  tr||a«oiis ;  I 
call  apoa  him  to  prove  what  authority  has  ever  depided 
thai  an  uadefined  Miasult  w«s .  eyer  wiade  treason ;  I  9aU 
iipoA  him  for  decisions  or  eji^amples.  to  prove  that  at  i^j 
time  sueb  disturhances  have  t>eeo  bfld,  in  the  hjsfoiy  p|' 
the  law*  U^  satisfy  the  deaoiiiinaAioa  of  levying  war  figam« 
King. 

Gentlemeii,  diere  are  still  several  other  topics  of  a  ge-r 
Mca)  nature  connected  with  this  ca«e,  to  which  I  ifish  tp 
caU  ypujr  attention,  and  amongst  oth^rs^  to  ^e  defini-^ 
tiott  of  evidence.  I  ha^e  differed  from  the  Attorney  Gtr 
neiai,  I  will  take  the  law  foom  no  Attorney  Geneial,  I  vrill 
lake  the  law  from  nothing  bnt  dncided  authorities ;  \  will 
not  do  what  the  Attorney  General  h«s  called  on  me  |o  do; 
I  will  not  take  his  challenge,  when  he  says»  if  I  cannot 
e^ptqin  these  thing%  they  shall  be  held  to  be  treason* 
Acooiding  to  this  prinoiple*  what  is  to  become  of  the  s^tuta 
af  king  William,  which  requires  overt  acts  lo  be  stated  w 
the  record,  and  p&oved  fay  two  witnesses.;  why  is  this  set 
qnirfid;  why  is  this  demonstration  demanded}  It^.i^.to 
prevent  speculative  treasons;  it  is  to  supemede  evciy 
doubt  as  to  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  requite  that  e|> 
planation  which  the  Attorney  Geneval  calls  for;  the  right 
10  call  for  explanation  is  denied.  Treason  is  no  matter  of 
explanation  but  of  proof;  it  is  not  for  the  prosecutor  tQ 
say.  Give  me  an  account  of  what  is  meant ;  that  i&  not 
law ;  the  prosecutor  must  make  out  w)iat  the  accused  party 
did  men ;  the  laboui*  of  proof  is  with  hip ;  he  has  a  fight 


£43 

^  ^^^turt  iiol)uiig»  ke  has  m  right  to  rapp^se  Aothkigi 
k  mmt  be  all  ifaDifarted  bf  opea  deads  a«i  affiraiattva 

I  femeober  iiraU  the  defimlioil  of  proct  givaii  b)r  a*i|M| 
irhose  fi<afo«nd  laaraiog  was  never  surpassed  in  Weai» 
HHostef  Hall }  I  meaa  that  of  Sir  John  Soetti  when  he  was 
Atloraey  GeDeral  in  %  794.  That  eBunent  mail,  id  sustaaaing 
ibe  CiPWB  preaectttiQBs  at  that  periodt  told  the  juiy,  thac 
the  pmofr  to  be  made  out  most  be  *^  formal  and  oc^ 
'<  «JMiafi"  I  borrow  his  precise  expreuioii.  Now,  Gentle* 
mei^  die  doctrine  laid  down  during  this  trial  npon  tlie 
snhject  of  efidraoOi  is  v^y  different  indeed,  and  is  totaily 
inednsastent  wilh  the  doetrine  bdd  down  by  Sir  John  Scou, 

Qentkoieil^  having  allnded  to  one  of  the  rules  laid  down 
by  the  Atlom^  General  of  1794, 1  must  borrow  from  thtt 
emifttat  person  some  other  leading  principles  connected 
with  the  nature  of  evidence  and  overt  aoto  of  treason.  He 
expressed  himself  thus  to  the  Jury,  "  I  disclaim  aeoumn* 
lative  treasons  ^  I  disolaim  eenstruetive  treason ;  I  disclaim 
treason  by  parity."  Now  I  could  wish  aU  these  hotions 
to  be  disclaimed  in  this,  prosecution ;  but  instead  of  thai, 
they  are  all  acted  upon.  You  have  a  eonstnictive  prDJect 
for  overturning  the  whole  state;  ftir  if  1  b^ieved  Castle's 
evidence,  I  should  be  unable  to  believe  a  real  project  against 
the  state,  whatever  eke  I  might  think  of  it.  You  have 
dten  a  set  of  very  small  eixcumstances;  a  little  ^tampering 
with  the  soldiers,  a  very  little ;  you  have  some  arms  taken 
from  the  shops,  but  they  are  turned  i^aittst  tio  livirfg  bemg; 
you  have  a  little  speech  from  a  waggon ;  a  little  riot  in 
the  city,  very  little  indeed,  mighty  little ;  a  linle  speaking 
to  the  walls  of  the  Tower,  not  much;  you  have  alitde 
ribbot),  three  4ags,  aud  a  little  firing  in  the  air.  You  aie 
to-  mix  up  these  things,  and  then  the  aggregate  of  the 
whi^  itkofces  up  a  ecmkplele  piwfect  against  the  state ; 
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this  M  the  tkrue  spirit  of  aceonralative  treason.  Bat  di^ 
there  is  another  priocipie^  which  I  protest  I  think  the  wbolfl 
of  the  case  is  built  upon ;  and  that  is,  the  principle  of  trea« 
son  by  parity.  If  it  should  be  said  that  these  proceedings 
are  as  bad,  and  the  moral  delinquency  of  the  parties  as  bad 
as  a  case  of  undoubted  treason ;  yon  well  know  that  such 
a  princtple  is  against  every  rule  of  the  constitution,  and 
^be  statute  of  Edward.  Treason  does  not  depend  upon 
^e  quantaai  of  tlie  mischief;  it  is  not  a  matter  of  com* 
parison,  but  depends  entirely  upon  rigid  legal  principles. 
What  happened  in  Lord  George  Gordon's  case  ?  this  great 
city  had  .been  burning  in  fourteen  places  at  once ;  but 
when  the  jury .  came  to  try  Lord  George  Gordon,  th«y 
exercised  those  sacred  and  immutable  principles  of  justice 
which  ever  have  characterized,  and  always  will  characterize 
a  British  Jury;  they  did  not  say  to  him,  What  you  have 
done  is  as  bad  as  treason,  and  therefore  it  is  treason.  Upon 
that  occasion  there  was  not  an  irregular  mob  with  two  or 
three  misen^le  flags  and  banners,  but  a  body  of  40^000 
men,,  in  four  columns,  who  marched  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  carrying  with  them  tremendous  and  frigbtftil 
•awe ;  and  took  possession  of  the  stei>s  and  threshold  of 
the. House.  Besides  their  bulk  and  consistency  of  numbers, 
they- had  every  mark  of  identity  of  object,  and  they  wore 
every  appearance  of  a  regular  array  against  the  stale.  The 
jury  held  the  charge  of  levying  war  not  to  be  made  out 
against  that  noble  Lord ;  and  I  have  always  thought,  and 
shall  always  continue  to  think,  that  verdict  one  of  the  most 
.convincing  and  splendid  proofs  of  the  invariable  iotegnty 
and  purity  x)f  British  jurisprudence.  The  jury  forgot«die 
ravages  and  burnings  with  which  London  l>ad. been  afflicted 
for  a  fortnight,  ai^d  they  tried  the  noble  Lord,  discarding 
.finom  their. recollection,  the  insufSei-able  outrages  which  he 
.bad.been,  in  the  eye  of  God,  the  cause  of;  and  did  not 
,  visit  on  him  the  consequences  of  all  those  evils  which  had 
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*f4eii  obt  of  the  irritation  of  a  mob,  at  the  head  q(^  whicif 
>e  bad  pot  himseif ;  they  did  not  say,  that  because  this 
kritatioo  contiDued,  and  in  a  day  or  two  degenerated  into 

^Ml  war  against  the  state,  that  he  should  be  considered  as 
die  author  of  the  whole. 

*  Gentlemen,  there  are  several  other  purposes  for  which 
I  must  desire  you  to' keep  in  view  Lord  Geoi^e  Gordon's 
case ;  and  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  iUustmting  a  very* 
mafterial  question  of  law,  which  is,  at  what  time  a  trtaum 
ihaU'be  und  to  cwmumt.    The  point  there  was  whether 
tretisofi  had  begun,  when  Lord  George  Gcwdon  was  with 
the  mob ;  there  was  plenty  of  insurrection  and  rebellion 
afterwiffds.     But  the  jury  were  of  opinion,  that  treason 
had  not  commenced  while  he  was  Vith  the  mob.    Now 
I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit,  that  if  a  treason  exilts  for 
ftve  minntes,  that  is  enough;    it  need  not  last  for  ten 
minutes,  that  I  allow ;  but  I  wish  to  know,  and  I  think 
you  will  be  a  little  curious  to  kn*ow,  at  what  time,  on  the 
«d  of  December,  the  treason  began.     Now  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  remind  you,  that  one  of  the  overt  acts  is,  ad- 
reftisiiig  and  procuring  a  meeting  of  the  people;  another 
overt  act  is,  displaying  flags  there,  making  the  speeches 
from  the  waggon,  and  the  leaping  down  from  the  waggon 
by  the  younger  Watson  with  the  flag,  and  the  expression 
^  Follow  me/*  The  propositfon  then  must  be,  that  it  was 
a  treason  when  they  met  there ;  a  treason  when  the  speech 
was  made ;  and  a  treason,  when  the  orator  leaped  down 
with  a  flag,  was  consummated.    This  is  singular  indeed ; 
for  the  whole  police  of  the  City  of  London  was  upon  their 
guaitl ;    the  Middlesex  magistrates  were  in  attendance, 
fhey  had  a  room  close   at  hand;  the    constables  were 
aetually  in  the  field  ;  the  military  were  at  the  Light  Horse 
Barracks,  a  circntosunee  which  I  got  out  on  cross-exami- 
nation with  some  difficulty ;  there  had  been  notice  sent  to 
the  Tower;  there  had  been  arrangements  made  with  the 
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Gentlemen,  I  shall  pais  on  next  to  make  som^Maarks  ob> 
another  overt  act  of  this  strange  conspiracy,  charged  upoa 
the  record,  and  upon  which  great  reliance- has  beenplactit 
on  the  other  side — I  allude  to  the  pikes.  It  is  pretendedio 
be  said,  tliat  Castle  is  confirmed  upon  Aat  subject;  I  d^ 
not  think  he  is  in  the  least  confirmed.  .  It  is  true  that  thej 
are  foand  in  the  lodgings  of  the  younger  Watson,  but 
you  will  recollect  that  the  Watsons  had  left  Ae  place  a 
fortnight  before  the  2d  of  December,  and  it  is  remark^ible 
that  the  whole  number  of  pikes  is  found  there.  Another 
thing  must  not  be  forgot ;  they  are  not  pike-heads,  bat 
they  are  spikes  to  be  put  on  pales.  If  you  will  ask  my 
opinion  on  the  subject,  I  shouM  say  that  Castle  brdeved' 
them,  and  used  the  lodgings  of  the  younger  Wat^n  as  a 
place  of  deposit  for  purposes  of  -his  own ;  for  it  is  not 
made  out,  according  to  my  ideas  of  confirmation,  that  the 
elder  or  the  younger  Watson  knew  any  thing  at  all  abont 
tbem ;  and  I  tbiuk  it  will  be  found  to  rest  entirely  on  the 
credit  and  assertion  of  Castle,  that  they  were  ordered  by 
the  consent  of  the  committee,  or  that  they  were  paid  for 
by  the  money  of  the  elder  Watson.  It  is  not  uneharit- 
able  to  suppose,  that  Castle,  who  has  earned  blood  moAey 
before,  might  see  how  this  business  was  to  end  ;  and  so  is 
happens,  in  point  of  fact,  that  not  one  of  these  spikes  haa 
been  used  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  that  of  being 
produced  in  this  Court  as  evidence  against  the  prisoner.  •  - 
'  Another  circumstance  is  truly  whimsical ;  a  grand  rebel- 
lion wr.s  to  break  out.  It  is  clear  they  had  no  arms  for  the 
insurgents  but  what  they  got  out  of  the  gunsmiths  shops; 
The  conspirator  were  so  ill  furnished  with  weapons  when 
the  wjir  was  to  break  out,  that  they  were  obliged  to  g^ 
them  by  violence  and  chance ;  yet  it  is  said  that  they  had 
ordr^red  these  pikes  for  the  purpose  of  b^ing  used ;  then 
why  were  they  not  fitted  up  and  goUTeady. «  If  they  had 
been  found  completed,  the  having  them  ready  wonid  ba 
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#iridence  to  show  they  wete  meant'for  ikiiscbief.  Well,  but 
tbey-  are  not  ready ;  and,  consequentlj,  the  evidence  «uiid« 
upon  the  mere  assertion,  that  these  things  wrre  to  be  pot 
into  the  hands  of  the  mob,  which  is  contradicted  by  the 
itate  in  which  tliey  were  fonnd.  I  cannot'  account  for  the, 
aon*nse  of  them,  if  they  were  intended  to  be  used  as  offen- 
aive  weapons.  :        • 

'  There  is  another  circumstance  which  I  am  reminded  of; 
it  has  been  stated  to  pno,  that  Harrison,  one  of  the  generals^ 
a  witness  whom  the  Crown  has  not  thought  it  prudent  to 
call,  was  to  get  the  pike  handles;  be  was  to  go  to  a  place 
at  the  back  of  the  King's  Bench  to  get  them ;  why  is  he 
not  called  to' prove  that  he  did  go  there.  If  you  had 
evidence  to  show  that  the  poles  had  been  ordered,  the 
argument  would  go  some  length ;  it  would  show  a  step  of 
preparation;  as  it  is,  these  things  are  as  useless  as  the 
old  armour  in  the  Towefr,  or  an  old  casque  or  helmet 
hanging  up  in  a  gentleman^l  hall,  which  has  been  there 
two  centuries :  there-is  some  contrivance  of  Castle's  in  this 
business.  You  find  next,  besides  bis  other  occupations  of 
bawdy-house  bully,  felon,  traitor,  informer  and  forger 
of  bank  notes,  he  has  been  also  a  blacksmith ;  you  find 
him  going  to  Bentley's  to  make  a  pattern;  he  admittcfd 
that  he  had  not  done  a  job  of  smiths  work  for  fourteen 
years  before,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  had  gone  into  the  more 
genteel  line  of  life  which  succeeded.  After  fourteen  year% 
he  resumes  his  skill  as  a  smith;,  a  most  remarkable  facti 
Castle  is  throughout  the  whole  of  this  transaction  activt 
in  everf  thing — he  takes  the  lead  in  every  thing :  he  tells 
yen  that  he  produced  one  of  the  pikes  to  the  committee^ 
sharpened  at  the  point,  as  a  pattern:  So  it  ends ;  for  as  to 
all  the  rest  of  them  they  are  in  their  original  state,  and 
there  is  literally  not  ^one  of  them  sharpened ;  and  therefore 
{  can  easily  believe  that  the  younger  Watson  did  not  know 
they  were  deposited  in  his  lodgings,  or  if  be  did,  he  may 
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vineB ;  |«r  JM  find  Castle  leUmg  Bmtlfy  than  tbey  were 
wanted  at  qpikes  fisr  a  rabbit  warren^  or  a  park — the  saaM 
he  which  he  toU  to  the  aiao  who  made,  thesn^  k  k  no  veij 
attained  gappositioii  that  he  migbt  have  tx>ld  diis  yaaag 
MftO*  Bat  let  OS  stick  ckMe  to  the  fact*  wbidi  is  always 
better  than  imagination.  I  want  to  know  why  they  were 
not  aeCorilj  fitted  np  for  the  rebellion ;  they  neither  were 
used,  nor  were  in  preparation  to  be  used,  nor  by  possibility 
could  be  used :  that  ia  a  feet  thejr cannot  answer;  the  only 
mode  of  bringing  tbem  into  action  is  by  constrnctioa  and 
sappositioov  Now  I  own  I  never  heard  of  sudx  a  thing 
lis  a  €onitructive  or  interpretative  jnke*  It  is  a  difficalt 
operation  of  the  mind  to  understand  an  idea  of  that  kindy 
and  so  metaphysical  that  I  cannot  attempt  it.  I  have' 
forgot  to  observe,  that  a  fortnight  before  the  2d  of  De« 
eember,  the  younger  W«tson  left  his  lodgings^  and  the 
laadlord  told  you  .that  neither  the  ekler  nor  theyoaagec 
Watson  came  there  afterwards.  Now  I  have  dwelt  longev 
than  1  onght  on  the  pikes ;  for  if  we  are  to  reason  on  the 
ordinary  conclusions  of  evidence^  and  aoeordiag  to  pro* 
habilities^  the  representation  of  Castle  is  contradicted  bj 
f  very  view  of  the  fact. 

Thetif  gentlemen,  the  last  charge  which  I  shall  allude  to,  is 
that  of  seducing  His  Majesty's  troops  from  their  allegiance^ 
a  charge  which  sounds  seriously  on  the  record,  but  no  where 
^se.  On  that  poipt  many  witnesses  have  been  examined 
hy  the  Cjrown,  but  I  think  there  is  not  one  who  has  made 
^nt  a  coioBmble  instance.  You  find  them  talking  in  a 
public  tiip*room :  there  is  .a  little  beer  and  tobacco  given 
to  the  soldiers ;  Hooper  and  Preston  are  said  to  be  the 
persons  who  chiefly  attended  Casde,  but  he  is  throughout 
the  leading  diarocter — ha  calls  himself  a  Yorkshiremao-* 
be  ia  the  man  who  inveats  the  modes  of  getting  into  conr 
teia&tion  with  the  soldiers,  and  yet  when  you  eome  to  hear 
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irhat  Ae  loidicrt  dwubMhes  say,  di«  whole  unouilto  M 
tfult  distant  fori  oi  convenaticki  whtcb  no  seriona  iuui 
wooki  oott  an  attempt  to  tedoee  tbe  toMieia  ftom  tbetH 
allegiance  Gentlemen^  it  ia  nbt  8imy;e»ted  that  the  eUlev 
Wataen  was  {Mceaent  npoo  any  <^  these  oceasioos ;  that  I 
think  is  one  of  the  lies  Att  Castle  has  not  told,  what  ho 
has  told  would  form  ninety^nine  words  out  of  a  hundred  of 
alt  he  has  said.    1  do  not  ocwioeiiFe  it  to  be  matetial  th^ 

I  should  gfj  in  detail,  tbroqgh  the  circamstanees  which 
constitute  that  part  of  the  case.  There  has  been  an  attempt 
to  establish  this  imputation^  but  it  has  failed  throughout* 

II  is  obvioBs^  that  in  these  conversations  wishes  were  eX'« 
pressed  that  the  soldiers  should  attend  tbe  Spa«fields  meet* 
ing,  I  do  not  dispute  that.  One  attempt  to  prove  seduc* 
tion  against  Tbistlewood  ended  very  unfortunately.  It  ap* 
peared  that  the  serjeaat  began  the  conversation  himself,  by 
complaining  that  he  had  been  degraded  improperly ;  and 
then  the  conversation  turned  on  the  difference  between 
getting  rank  in  the  French  army  and  in  the  English^ 

Gentl^neUi  I  think  that  not  only  is  this  charge  not 
pfoved,  but  tliat  in  most  instances  the  contrary  is  proved ; 
and  the  conversations  which  a'ere  held  with  tbe  soldiers 
amount  to  just  the  same  thing  as  if  they  had  been  held 
with  any  other  individual. 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  presuuae  to  trouble  you  longer  aa 
to  the  ihcts  or  evidence,  which  indeed  I  did  not  profess  to 
fxausine  minutely,  but  merely  to  consider  under  theif 
genei^l  features,  and  for  tbe  purpose  of  collecting  tbe 
genera)  character  and  complexion  of  the  whole  case.  I 
have  laid  down  propositions,  from  wbicb>  as  a  lawyer  and 
au  historian,  I  will  not  recede.  I  will  stand  or  fall  by 
what  I  have  said  in  respect  to  any  small  credit  my  industry 
may  have  gained  me  in  Westminster  Hall*  What  I  have 
'argued  the  public  may  criticise;  what  I  have  stated 
openly  may  be  read  privately.  If  what  I  have  argued 
as  law  is  bad  law,  or  doubtAil  law,  the  disctfedst  wiB 
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be  mine.  I  shall  be  tried  by  criUcism^elscWhere,  as  I  un 
subject  to  animadversion  h^re.  But  I  haveendeavoared  to 
do  what  belongs  to  me  as  a  man,  fearless  of  conaeqiienees 
to  myself,  with  an  uncontrolabiefree  agency  in  the  exerciso 
of  my  doty.  As  an  independent  advocate,  I  hate  laid 
do^n  fearlessly  and  boldly  my  view  of  the  real  meaning 
of  the  statute  of  treasons ;  and  I  will  assert,  that  if  your 
verdict  is  to  b^e  founded  upon  the  doctrines  contained  in 
the  opening  of  the  Attorney  General,  your  verdict  will 
be  a  departure  from  those  principles  which  never  were  de- 
parted from  till  the  present  moment.  I  have,  in  the  former 
part  of  my  address,  fully  examined  what  are  those  aggres- 
sions of  violence ;  what  is  that  application  of  force  and 
violence,  either  as  they  relate  to  the  King,  or  lo  the  go- 
vernment and  constitution,  which  amount  to  treason; 
and  I  will  assert  it,  as  an  honest  man  and  as  a  lawyer,  that 
if  tUs.esttraordinary  case  is  made  out  to  be  a  construc- 
tive and  interpretative  levying  war  against  the  Crown,  the 
Riot  Act  is  obliterated,  and  every  thing  that  has  been 
for  centuries  characterized  as  a  tumult  or  a  riot  will,  by  a 
new  construction  of  the  Treason  Act,  be  raised  up  into  the 
character  of  a  treason.  That  is  my  assertion :  you  will 
dispose  of  it  by-and-by  as  to  you  may  seem  meet,  accord- 
ing to  the  facts  of  the  case  and  according  to  your  better 
view  of  those. facts ;  but  as  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you  the 
conclusion  I  have  formed,  and  as  I  have  been  Jong  labouring 
lo  form  that  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  right  one,  I 
own  that  I  am  father  indifferent  as  to  the  consequences, 
whether  I  may,  or  may  not,  conciliate  other  opinions  to 
go  along  with  me*  I  have  on  my  side  universal  practice; 
1  have  the  concuiTence  of  eminent  writers ;  but  what  is^ 
better  than  all,  I  have  with  me  the  language  of  the  statute 
of  Elizabelhand  the  statute  of  George:  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  hear  in  the  reply,  what  is  meant  by  rebellious  riots;' 
junless  it  be  those  tumults  and  disturbances  which  may' 
early  with  them  considerable  degrees  of  hostile  attitude,  of 
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excess^  of  Siree  and  Tiolence;  bat  w^ich  M  short  of 
treasoQ  for  want*' of  one  of  those  distinct  aggressions,  or 
one  of  those  d»titict  designs,  which  is  reqnisite  to  falfit 
the  legal  denomination  of  that  crime. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  conscious  that  I  hate  occupied  a  larger 
portion  of  your  time  than  the  fiitigue  you  have  gone 
through  would  have  disposed  yoo  to  give  me.  You  have 
seemed,  however,  to  honour  me  with  your  attention ;  and 
I  flatter  myself  you  have  not  personated  and  put  on  that 
appearance.  You  will  pause  and  reflect  upon  the  mo* 
mentous  consequences  of  the  verdict  you  are  to  give,  for 
DO  question  of  equal  importance  has  been  submitted  to  a 
jury  witlttn  the  last  century.  Let  us  administer  the  law 
as  it  is,  and  leave  it  to  constitutional  authority  to  create 
lai^r  treasons  if  the  exigency  of  the  times  shall  require  it ; 
'  but  let  it  not  be  done  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  nearly  brought  to  a  close  the  whole 
of  what  I  wish  to  submit  to  your  consideration.  I  before 
said  that  I  should  have  occasion  to  state  to  you  some  very 
remarkable  occurrences  which  took  place  between  Castle 
and  Mr.  Hunt.  I  have  condemned  Mr.  Hunt's  speech, 
thinking,  as  I  do,  that  the  mischiefs  on  the  second  of  De- 
cember grew  out  of  the  irritation  of  feeling  created  by 
Mr.  Hunt's  speech  on  tlie  fifteenth  of  November ;  But 
against  Mr.  Hunt's  veracity  and  general  character  I  have 
never  heard  any  suggestions.  Now  I  shall  shew  you  that 
it  has  been  by  Mr.  Hunt's  circumspection  alone  that  he 
.has  not  been  equally  made  a  victim  to  the  indescribable 
villain  Castle.  What  I  allude  to  more  particularly  is  this': 
I  asked  Castle  what  passed  between  him  and  Mr.  Hunt  in 
Cheapside,  on  the  second  of  December;  I  pressed  him  dls<^ 
tinctly  and  particularly  on  the  subject ;  1  had  my  reasons 
for  it.  You  will  recollect  that  the  meeting  on  that  day  wa^r" 
particularly  appointed  to  be  at  one  o'clock,  and  yoii  wilt 
recollect  that  the  Watsons  went  away  between  eleven  and 
Vwelve.   Now  Castle  stated,  that  he  told  Mr.  Hun^  that  xifi? 
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•Kiti^i  l»d  bwi  iirolM  up,  aod  that  W9ft  aO  tie  «ic^^ 
to  him.  Now  I  sbill  call  Mr.  H«nt»  a  "wituMs  whom  the 
CrowQ  has  beeo  afraid  to  tall,  who  ought  to  bavebaedeaUcd^ 
who  is  one  of  the  two  hondfed  and  thirty  witpeif^  nam^l 
in  the  Crown  list ;  because-  if  the  flag  is  evidence  of  treaton 
almost  these  low  coospirators,  it  is.  eqaallj  so  against 
Mr.  Hunt.  Why  did  they  not  call  him  to  give  ah  aecoaat 
^  the  prior  meeting  of  the  15th  November?  Bat,  bow* 
ever,  I  will  call  him ;  and  1  will  prove  that  Castle  met  hiit 
in  Cheapside  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  when  h^  was  goiag 
in  his  curricle  towards  the  fields.  You  will  have  the  good*- 
tiess  to  remember  that  Castle,  who  tiad^been  at  the  Towel 
at  an  early  hoar,  stated  that  he  found  the  gates  wtre  shat, 
and  that  the  sentinels  were  on  their  guard  ia  eonse^uenee 
of  the  meeting.  I  will  prove  that  he  used  an  expressioa  to 
Mr.  Hunt  of  this  kind :  ''  Tkc  T^wer  has  been  in  our  /osf 
fcmon/oran  ipar;  gg  along  WpUh  us,  fujfhojf-^  and  if  it 
had,  if  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Hunt  had  turned  his  eniv 
ncle  the  other  way ;  if  he  had  been  seen  any  where  in  th# 
mob,  in  the  Minories,  or  any  other  place;  if  he  had  gonf 
there  as  a  spectator  from  idle  curiosity.  Castle  would  have 
sworn  he  was  acoH^oospirator,  and,  what  is  more,  you  would 
have  found  his  name  in  the  paper  called  tlie  C.  P.  & 
which  I  say  is  a  fiibrication  of  thia  man ;  and  the  paper> 
the  C.  P.  S.  woukl  have  been  produced  to  verify  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Hunt  has  become  one  of  the  Committee  of  Pablia 
Safety,  as  it  is  to  be  termed*  Can  you  entettata  4  doable 
that  this  detestable  falsehood  was  uttered  by  this  maa  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  of  drawing  Mr.  Hant  inVo 
tudi  a  situacioo  as  that  he  might  havebeen  made  a  vic^tim, 
a$  having  apparently  entered  into  this  extraoidiaary  plot. 

QeDtlemea^  there  is  another  transaction  by  wbiehihe 
infaaoos  designs  of  this  man  will  be  equaUy  manifest.  Do 
you  vi^llect  my  pressing  him  very  hard  to  know  whether 
he  had  dined  with  Mr.  Hunt  in  Bouverie-street;  andwber 
t^r  b^  had  tot  iptnided  himself  oa  Iiis  cpmpaay;  tM9 
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f»s«  il^Bffl^/lwt  At  last  we  got  at  tbe  fact  tbathediddiaf 
fkt  die  aama  tj^U^  Tbaa  I  {uf t  aaotber  quosiioo,  the  drift  ' 
pf  w)M«h4ifi  wi|9  «w«jr6  of,  whether  he  recollected  falling 
aikep  or  ahwuniog  a  sleep,  iu  vulgar  laogoagef  a  fox'^ 
deep*  Tbe  irade  of  this  man  is^to  get  hold  of  victims  to 
be  sacrifi^^d ;  a^d  I  hope  when  this  business  is  over,  thac 
the  Ai%onpey  General  wil)  net  suffer  sach  a  man  la  roam 
abroad  any  longer.  I  shall  prove  that  he  gave  that  m*- 
fapi99S  toast — "  May  the  last  of  Kings  be  str^gled  with 
{he  gats  of  the  last  of  Priests/'  I  will  prove  that  he  was 
checked  by  the  company  $  I  will  prove  that  be  attempted 
to  tslk  about  tbe  soldiers^  and  was  cbedced  by  tbe  CQm«- 
pany  >  I  will  prove  that  the  company  said  they  would  kave 
the  room;  I  will  prove  that  this  man  shammed  sleep  for  a 
^n^iderable  time ;  a^d  i  will  leave  it  to  you  to  say  whether 
this  could  be  done  for  any  other  purp9se  than  that  of  a  hope 
that  Mr.  Hunt  might  let  drop  some  expressions  which 
might  afterwards  be  used  agfunst  him. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  uncharitable  enough  to  say,  that  I  would 
not  putany  maninto  the  stocks  upon  thetestimooy  of  Castle, 
instead  of  visiting  death  upon  these  unhappy  men,  whose 
destruction  is  to  be  the  subject  of  advanti^  to  himself. 

Gentlemen,  I  had  occasion,  in  the  beginning  of  my 
address,  to  read  to  yon  a  passage  from  Mr.  Justice  Foster's 
invaluable  work.  It  contains  a  solemn  admonition;  it 
furnishes  an  observation  and  a  maxim  which  I  hope  every 
^ntlemanand  every  man  of  respectability  in  life  will  allow 
me  to  address  to  his  attention.  There  may  be  persons  of 
great  warmth  of  political  feelings,  who  make  patriotie 
speeches  in  public  assemblies,  who  may  mean  to  inculcate 
prineiples  which  appear  to  them  beneficial  to  the  people, 
who  may  wish  to  keep  alive  abstract  sentiments  of  liberty, 
without  the  slightest  idea  of  unconstitutional  ag^ssioa 
against  Qovernment.  But  I  think  the  disclosures  made 
during  the.course  of  this  trial  will  furnish  a  caution  for  every 
gentleman  in  England,  and  every  man  of  station^  tp  take 
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eare  in  what  company  be  riiall  be  seen,  and  not  to  suffer 
bimself  to  enter  into  private  conversation  with  nnknewt 
or  doubtful  characters.  Gentlemen,  yon  have  seen  the 
paper  called  the  C.  P.  S.  containing  the  names  oi  iodivi<« 
duals,  soihe  of  whom  are  of  high  and  respectable  stitlioR. 
You  recollect  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  invited  to 
attend  the  Spa-fields  meeting.  I  have  no  right  to  criliciaa 
his  political  sentiments ;  I  cannot  presume  so  to  do.  Yon 
will  recollect  also  that  his  name  has  been  put  down  in  the 
C.  P.  S. ;  but  by  whom  was  it  put  down  i  Now  if  he  had 
ever  suffered  such  a  miscreant  as  this  for  one  minute  to  be 
in  hts  company,  if  he  had  permitted  himself  to  be  alone 
with  him,  where  might  he  not  now  have  been  ?  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  was  prudent  enough  not  to  attend  the  Spa-^fidds 
meeting ;  he  excused  himself.  But  if  I  am  at  liberty  td 
suppose  he  might  have  been  there,  and  if  this  doctrine  of 
distant,  possible,  constructive,  interpretative,  conjectural 
treason  is  to  be  applied  upon  die  tiestimony  of  a  m(iit 
whose  whole  life  has  been  corruption;  wickedness,  and 
vice,  that  honourable  baronet  might  also  have  been  dragged 
into  this  conspiracy,  and  made  a  partaker  in  this  most 
extraordinary  plot.  Gentlemen,  can  you  have  a  doubt 
that  this  C.  P.  S.  has  been  made  by  Castle  for  such  a 
purpose  as  this  ?  Can  you  have  a  doubt  that  there  waij 
an  intention  to  draw  Mn  Hunt  into  it?  And  if  I  prov^ 
that  contrivance,  as  I  shall  undoubtedly  prove  it  as  to  him, 
I  account  for  the  existence  of  the  paper.  It  will  become 
a  very  convenient  thing  to  put  down  the  names  of  gen- 
tlemen in  such  a  paper^  and  afterwards  by  conjecture  to 
mix  them  with  transactions  with  which  they  have  no  con* 
cern,  and  to  make  their  conduct  the  subject  of  question  ; 
and  therefore,  without  asking  what  this  C.  P.  S.  meant ; 
whether* it  is  a  Committee  of  Public  Subscriptions,  or^a 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  I  know  not;  but  1  account 
JFor  it  on  a  theory  which  coincides  with  the  conduct  of 
Castle  as  a  seducer  and  informer. 
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Gentlemen,  I  cannot  but  express  the  sincere  gratitade 
ivhich  I  feel,  for  that  great  length  of  indulgent  attention^ 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  honour  me  in  the 
oourse  of  this .  discussion.  I  have  now  concluded  the 
arduous  duty  imposed  upon  me  in  satisfaction-  of  my 
own  intentions,  though  I  have  not  been  able  to  ex* 
ccute  my  own  intentions  in  the  manner  I  had  originally 
proposed,  nor  with  an  effect  at  all  satisfactory  to  myself; 
but  I  have  done  what  belongs  to  me;  Ihave  stated  what 
I  think,  with  that  independence  which  I  will  never  yield  to 
any  person,  and  which  I  will  never  omit  to  exercise  in  any 
place,  or  upon  any  occasion,  where  I  may  conceive  it  to  be 
my  duty  unrestrainedly  and  fully  to  deliver  my  sentiments. 
Those  sentiments  I. have  delivered;  and  I  shall  sit  down 
with  repeating  a  proposition,  which  I  am  afraid  I  have 
repeated  too  often  before,  that  if  these  transactions,  even 
if  they  were  more  credible  than  they  are,  even  if  many 
parts  of  them  were  proved,  instead  of  being  in  the  condition 
of  not  being  proved,  are,  by  conjecture  and  interpretation, 
to  be  exalted  and  magnified  into  constructive  and  inter- 
pretative levying  war  against  the  Crown,  the  pure  and 
g^uine,  the  settled,  and  the  hitherto  undoubted  exposition 
of  the  statute  of  Edward,  will  give  way  to  an  arbitrary,  and 
capricious  exposition  of  it,  which  will  be  absolutely  in- 
compatible with  the  free  agency  of  British  subjects. . 

Lord  Ellenborough.  Brother  Copley,  will  the  witness 
you  propose  calling  occupy  any  considerable  time  f 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  I  think  his  examination  will  not 
occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time ;  but  perhaps  it 
will  be  better  to  take  it  all  together  in  the  morning.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  materially  break  in  upon  the  day. 

Lord  Ellenborough.    Then  we  will  take  it  tormorrow 
.  morning,  if  you  please. 

Vol.  II.  R 


cbvkr  6P  ktNCs  bfeN'ck. 

Staunkhfy  iMh  June  1817. 

\}amia  iVatson  was  set  to  the  iSat ;  and  Art)iur  Tliistlewood^ 
J^ohn  Hooper,  and  Thomas  Preston,  in  tlie  seats 
immediaiely  1)ehind.^ 


EVlDENCte  FOR  THE  J^RBONfeR. 


^ehf^  Hutity  E^q.  morn, 
^xdmihed  iy  Mr.  Wetlieretl. 

Q.  IS  yowr  name  Hent^  tinnt  ? 
A.  It  is. 
.    Q.  Do  yott  live  «t  Middletm  ^jottage^  in  Haiil^ebire i 

Jxa     i   QO* 

42.  Have  y<m  had  any  ftfib][KEDa  served  apM  yoa  by  tte 
'CrowD',  to  attend  as  a  mtness  on  this  prosecution? 

j1.  I  have  not;  I  expected  ft,  bat  I  faave  not;  I  b^to 
tKU,  that  I  faave  had  a  sabpoeaa  served  upon  me  iw  the 
-prisoner. 

CL  Yoa  Vefft  preseat^  I  believe,  at  the  first  Spa-^fielck 
.meeting  i 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Was  that  upon  the  16  th  of  November? 

A.  The  15th. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  speech  to  the  persons  assembled 
round  the  house  called  Merlin's  Cave  i 

A*  I  did ;  but  not  that  speech  that  was  reported  in  the 
^itnes  atid  Other  newspapers;  I  begte'^ve  fo  add/hbr'any 
thing  like  it. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  Answer  the  questions ;  do  not  wander. 
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Mr.  Wiikerell.  After  the  cpeeclies  wck  dosed,  w^s 
there  a  motion  put  to  adjouni  li|be  meeting  to  a  future  cUf.? 

A.  There  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  adjournmefit  4ay  first  proposed? 

il.  I  am  not  positive ;  it  was  some  day  aftar  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament. 

Q.  Did  any  person^  and  who,  afterwards  propose  an 
alteration  of  that  day  ?    - 
^.  There  was  a  person. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  who  proposed  die  dteraitigtt  f 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Who- was  that  person  ? 
A.  The  younger  Watson. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  father  of  the  yoimger  WatSQn 
saying  any  thing  upon  that  subject,  when  his  son  proposed 
the  alteration  of  the  day  i 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  did  the  elder  Watson  eay  ? 

A.  He  endeavoured  to  prevail  «pon  his  son  not  to{>ro* 
pose  it,  it  being  too  early ;  the  other  was  esteemed  a  mueh 
later  period,  and  he  thought  meeting  in  a  fortoight's  time, 
he  said,  was  a  great  deal  too  early  and  uhnecessaiy. 

Q.  Were  they  both  standing  near  you  at  this  time  f 
A,  Side  by  side. 

Q.  Did  this  take  place  in  any  room  in  the  Merlin's  Cave, 
or  where  did  it  take  place  ? 

A.  At  the  window  of  the  room  in  Merlin's  Cave. 

Q.  Before  the  younger  Watson  proposed  the  alteration, 
had  the  elder  Watson  said  any  thing  upon  the  motion 
first  proposed  ? 

A.  The  elder  Watson  had  addressed  the  people,  but 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  had  said  any  thing  upon  that 
motion  of  adjournment  or  not. 

Q.  When  you  first  proposed  the  adjournment,  and 
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before  the  yoonger  Watscm  proposed  an  alteratiooi  Mrho 
seconded  the  original  proposal  i 

A*  1  beg  leave  to  qualify  that  answer ;  first  of  all.  by 
sayii^y  that  I  did  not  first  propose  it;  there  was  a  general 
cry  for  an  adjournment ;  it  was  not  anticipated,  but  there 
was  a  general  cry  '  adjourn  the  meeting.'  Then  I  proposed 
^ao  adjournment,  either  to  the  second  day  or  the  second 
week  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

Q.  Then  having  proposed  the  adjournment  of  the 
meeting  to  the  first  or  second  day  after  the  Parliament  met, 
who  seconded  your  proposal  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  JuUice  Abbott.  The  second  day  or  the  second  week, 
(jfon  are  not  certain  which  ? 

A*  No;  it  was  either  the  second  day  or  the  second  weeki 
but  I  cannot  be  sure  which. 

JIfr.  JVetherell.  You  yourself  were  standing  then  at  the 
window,  with  the  two  Watsons  close  to  you  i 
'  A.  'The  younger  Watson  at  my  right  band,  and  the  elder 
Watson -close  to  him  ;  in  fact,  the  younger  Watson  pressed 
.  between  the  father  and  ine,  to  get  to  the  window,  and  he 
was  opposed  by  the  elder  Watson,  not  only  by  words,  but 
an  endeavour  to  keep  him  back  by  a  gentle  force.  I  beg 
leave  here  to  add,  that  the  younger  Watson,  in  my  hearing, 
^was  sent  forward  from  the  back  part  of  the  room  to  pro- 
pose  this  motion,  by  some  person  who  -sent  him  forward ; 
therefore  the  father  and  myself  having  heard  this,  induced 
us  both  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  him  not  to  make  such 
a  motion  before  he  began. 

Q.  Where  did  you  dine  on  the  15th,  the  day  of  this 
first  Spa-fields  meeting  i 

A.  At  Cooper's  hotel,  in  JBouverie-street,  tbe  inn  which 
I  was  staying  at  f 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  christian  name  of  l^Ir.  Cooper  ? 


'  A*  I  do  notj  but  I  beliere  it  is  Robert;  I  eaanot  swear 
to  it. 

Q.  Be  80  good  as  to  look  at  that  printed  list,  and  see 
whether  that  is  the  description  of  the  hotel  where  you 
dined  ? 

A.  "  Robert  Cooper^  of  Water-lane  and  Bouverie- 
street ;"  that  is  the  description;  one  part  of  the  hotel  is  in 
Water-lane  and  the  other  in  Boaverie-street. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Bryant  i 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Have  yon  known  him  for  some  time  i 

A.  Four  or  five  years ;  Mr.  William  Bryant. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  to  meet  him  there  to  dinner  i! 

A.  He  had  engaged  to  order  dinner  for  himself  and  me, 
to  dine  together  at  five  o'clock^  a  day  or  two  before ;  I  ex- 
pected to  meet  him  there  on  private  business. 

Q.  You  had  private  business  with  him  i 

A.  I  had. 

Q.  Had  you  invited  a  person  to  dine  there  of  the  namf 
of  Castle ;  Mr.  John  Castle  i 

A>  I  bad  not  invited  any  such  person,  nor  did  I  expect 
any  such  person. 

Q.  At  what  hour  had  yon  proposed  to  dine  F 
A.  At  five,  I  believe  it  was. 
•  Q.  When  you  got  to  the  Bouverie-street  hotel,  did  you, 
in  fact^  see  Mr.  Bryant  there? 

A.  I  found  him  there  with  his  son,  u  little  boy. 

'    Q.  Had  the  dinner  been  ordered  by  him,  or  did  you 
ring  and  order  it  i 

'  A.  He  told  me  he  had  ordered  three  whitings  and  cbopf 
for  us  three ;  the  cloth  was  spread  for  three. 

Q.  Before  you  sat  down  to  dinner,  do  you  recollect 
Mr.  Castle  coming  into  the  room  ?  . 
A^  I  do. 

*3 
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.  O.  Wa»  It  a  public  coffee-room^  or  dmiag-rooin,  pxm, 
private  room  ? 

A.  A  private  roonny  n6t  the  public  oofTee^roem. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Castle  come  into  that  room  i 

A.  He  did. 
-   Q.  Did  abj  other  penoa«  come  with  Castle  ? 
.   jrf.  Many. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? 

it.  I  did  not  know  them  all. 

Q.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  who  they  were  ? 

A.  The  two  Watsons. 

Q,  Those  you  did  know  i 

A*  Ye&,  Thistlewood/Caslle^  ayoung  man  by  the  name 
of  Clarke,  who  presided  as  chairman  of  the  public  meetibg, 
knd  I  think  several  other  persons. 

Q.  Did  Castle  come  into  your  room  in  consequence  of 
your  desiring  him  to  come  in  ? 

A.  Certainly  not,  I  did  not  know  him ;  I  only  know  now 
that  he  is  Mr.  Castle. 

Q,  Did  all  those  persons  come  into  the  room  with 
Castle  ? 

A.  They  did. 

Q.  Did  you  desire  any  of  those  persons  to  come  into 
your  room  ? 

A.  Certainly  not. 

6.  When  Ihey  came  into  ihe  room,  did  Mr.  Cafttle 
or  any  other  person,  say  any  thing  on  the  subject  of 
dinner? 

A  If  you  will  give  me  leave  to  explain  it;  I  was  not 
surprised  to  see  the  parties  come  into  the  room ;  I  was  not 
"surprised  to  see  the  Watsons  and  Thistlewood  come  into 
the  room,  although  I  had  not  invited  tbem,  it  being  usual 
anjl  common,  after  public  meetings,  that  those  who  have 
takeA  a  part  in  the  meeting  should  meet  together  aGtei^ 
wards. 
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"    Q.  Yon  sty  you  were  sni^fised  that  tl^is  Mr.O«0d« 
made  his  appearance  i 

A.  Yes,  aqd  teveml  otber^>  and  remoDSlvaled,  as  well  as 
JMn  Pryant,  and  s^id^  that  thi|  was  our  private  voam,  a»A 
that  our  dinner  was  just  coming ;  and  gave  them  a  bint 
that  it  was  necessary  they  should  retii«. 

Ijord  Ellenboraugh.    Djd  you  desire  them  ta  retire  i 

A.  Ho,  not  desire  them  to  retire^  but  gave  theia  a  hint 
that  our  dinner  was  ready. 

Mr,  WethertU.    Be  so  good  as  to  recollect  whether  you 
had  ever  seen  Mr.  Castle  before  that  dgy  i 
"  A.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  bad^  to  my  knowledge ;  I  ought 
have,  but  I  never  recollect  seeing  him  till  I  saw  him  wit^ 
the  flag  in  Spa^fields. 

Q.  On  that  day? 
.X'Yes. 

Q.  What  did  this  same  Mr.  Castle  do  with  his  flag  ia 
Spa-fields  P 

A.  The  first  time  I  observed  hira^  he  was  unfurling  a 
flag,  and  fixing  it  on  a  pole. 

Q,  Did  he  do  any  thing  else  with  the  fl^ag  P 

A.  He  brought  the  fiag^  after  I  was  in  the  Merlin's 
Cave,  and  fixed  it  at  the  side  of  the  window ;  I  belies  it 
was  he. 

Q.  Having  fixed  the  flag  on  the  side  of  the  window^ 
where  did  Mr.  Cattle  station  himself  afterwards  ? 

A.  i  0aw  nothiqg  more  of  Castle,  to  ray  knowledge,  till 
be  came  into  the  room  in  the  evening. 

Q,  On  their  coming  into  your  room,  did  they,  in  con- 
sequence of  what  has  been  stated  by  you,  retire  or  iv>t  ? 
■  A.  Possibly  some  of  ^^em  tnight ;  but  some  person,  I  do 
not  know  which,  proposed  that  they  should  have  somef 
chops.  The  answer  of  myself  and  Mr.  Bryant  was,  tifat 
we  had  otaly  got  dinner  provided  for  three,  and  therefore 
%o  jnany  of  them  could  not  partatie  gf  it.    One  of  them 
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kmni^diafely  proceeded  to  the  bell,  who  I  beliere  to  be 
Casde,  and  rang  the  beU,  and  said^  We  will  order  some 
beef-«teakS|  or  something  of  that  sort;  and  upon  the  land* 
lord  or  the  waiter  aoBwering  the  bell»  they  immediately  or- 
deredj  I  thinks  fish  and  beef-steaks  to  be  added  to  out' 
dinner.    The  cloth  was  laid,  and  we  were  soon  seated. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  person  who  rung  the  bell 
W£i8  Castle  ? 

A.  I  believe  so,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
•    Q<  Was  Mr.  Castle  at  this  time  in  liquor  i 

A.  As  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  not  in  the  least. 

Q.  Did  his  manner  of  speaking  or  his  gait,  betray  any 
symptoms  of  a  man  in  liquor? 

A.  Extremely  officious,  but  not  at  all  in  liquor ;  forward 
and  officious,  but  not  at  all  in  liquor. 

Q.  This  postscript  being  added  to  the  dinner,  how  many 
of  yoilsat  down  to  dine  ? 

*  A.  I  should  think  ten  or  a  dozen ;  I  do  not  swear  to  the 
number  exactly,  but  I  believe  ten  or  a  dozen ;  there  were 
several  persons  there  whom  I  did  no.t  know^ 

Q.  Was  the  elder  Watson  one  o£  those  who  sat  down 
to  the  party  f 

A.  He  was. 

Q.  Was  the  younger  Watson  one  of  the  paity  ? 

A,  He  was. 

Q.  Was  Thistlewood  one  of  the  party  ? 

A.  He  wa&f  I  had  seen  them  the  day  before,  and  they 
had  made  me  acquainted  with  their  names  ^  those  were  the 
n^mes  tbey  gave  me ;  I  had  seen  them  for]  the  first  time 
the  day  before. 

Q.  Mr.  Castle,  I  presume,  having  invited  himself,  he  sat 
down  to  table  too  ? 

A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q;  Was  the  King's  health  drank  after  dinner  i 

A.  It  was ;  Mr.  Bryant,  who  sat  at  the  head  of  the  tabk^ 
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as  soon  as  the  cloth  was  removed,  drank  the  King;  I  added/ 
better  not  give  any  toast  at  all ;  he  gave  the  King,  and  it 
went  round,  till  it  came  to  Caatle. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  did  the  prisoner, 
the  elder  Watson,  fill  a  glass  to  the  King,  or  take  the 
bottle  as  it  passed  by  ? 

A>  I  saw  that  it  passed  all  round  almost,  all  bntone; 
Clarke  was  next  to  me  on  the  right  hand ;  Castle  die  next ; 
fto  that  it  passed  all  ronnd  the  table  without  any  remark, 
till  it  got  to  Castle. 

Q.  It  performed  the  revolution  of  a  circle  till  it  got  to 
Castle  P 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  When  it  got  to  Mr.  Castle,  what  occasioned  the 
circle  to  stop  with  him  i 

A.  Ob,  it  did  not  stop,  not  immediately ;  Castle  began  in 
a  very  loud  tone,  "  May  the  last  of  Kings  be  strangled  \* 
I  jumped  up  and  stopped  him ;  1  rose  from  my  seat  and 
stopped  him,  in  rather  a  determined  way,  saying,  no  such 
language  as  that  should  be  used  in  my  company. 

d.  .What  said  Mr.  Castle  to  this  ? 

A.  He  followed  on  by  saying  something  about  the  guts 
of  the  last  priest ;  this  was  reprobated  apparently  by  the 
whole  party,  particularly  by  Bryant,  jnyself,  and  the  elder 
Watson. 

Q.  Did  this  same  Mr.  Castle  introduce  any  military 
subject  at  your  dinner  party  ? 

A.  I  beg  leave  to  ai^d,  tliat  upon  this,  Mr.  Castle  made 
a  sort  of  apok)gy ;  he  made  an  apology. 

Q.  Did'  Mr.  Castle  introduce  any  military  subject  of 
conversation? 

A.  Sometime  in  the  evening  afterwards,  he  burst  ou^ 
^  Damn  me,  the  soldiers  are  our  friends ;"  upon  which  I 
said,  **  Pray  Sir,  what  have  we  to  do  with  soldiers  here;'' 
he  iotimatied  that  he  had  had  frequent  oonvenationa  with 
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t)lem ;  my  answer  was,  **  More  ^I  jfou/'  qr  soineibiiig  tcr 
that  effect. 

Q.  In  short,  you  gave  him  a  gQo4  tmart  bint>  did  yon  i 
.  A.  If  you  call  that  a  smart  hint;  whether  upon  this 
occasion  or  not  I  do  not  recollect,  but  upon  eniS  or  meta 
occasions^  he  was  expostulated  with  by  the  elder  Watson^ 
(or  his  violence. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  one  or  .more  oooasions  in  tlie  eoutse 
of  that  evening  i 

A.  Yes,  on  one  or  more  occasions;  whether  on  this 
eccasion  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  same  evening,  not  of  any  othe# 
evening  i 

A.  Of  the  same  evening. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  this  good  man  said  any 
thing  about  French  prisoners  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was  the  general  spokesman  for  the  evening ; 
he  was  inuuding  himself  on  every  occasion. 
.  Q.  Do  you  recollect  bis  saying  any  thing  partieiilar 
about  French  prisoners  ? 

A.  He  related  a  story,  that  be  bad  been  concerned  and 
had  been  instmmental  in  taking  two  French  prisoners  out 
of  the  country. 

Q.  Do  you  recolkct  the  particular  account  which  be 
gave  of  that  business  ? 

'  A.  Yes,  &r  whicb  be  said  be  bad  b<keo  imprisoned  two 
years  in  Maidstone  Goal;  I  intimat(id  across  ibe  table,  to 
tlie  younger  Watson,  "  Pretty  company  you  have  iwtro- 
duced  us  here  to,  Mr.  Watson,  pvejtty  QompMy  you  have 
iotroduoed  ns  here  to;"  Bryant  added,  "  Yes,  pretty  society 
we  have  got  into,  indeed,"  or  words  to  that  eSeiet. 

Q.  Do  yon  reooUfictMrXaatle^ying  any  thing  ^ 

j1.  I  bi^  leave  to  say,  that  I  mioUept  he  wd  tm  had 
received  five  hundred  pounds  for  earryipg  those  Frenjii 
prisonamavt^^f  libeArantrir,  «r  sMaeUuQg  to  tbatn&fAl 
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I  fcbink  five  bnodred  poQods  was  the  sum  he  mentioned,  dnd 
that  be  was  to  have  had  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  more 
for  taking  another,  for  aiding  in  the  escape  of  another 
l^i-encb  prisoner  in  Wales,  but  he  was  disappointed. 
Q.  Is  that  all  that  you  recollect  on  the  subject  I 
A.  That  his  disappointment  arose  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  he  could  not  get  this  man  to  ride  on  hoiae- 
back)   this  French  prisoner;   that  he  bad  carried  him 
a  considerable  distance  in  a  cart,  when  he  found  it  neces- 
i^ary  to  place  him  on  horseback*     He  refused  to  ride, 
**  upon  which,''  said  he,  with  an  oath,''  I  drew  out  a  pistol, 
and  I  hesitated,  or  I  waited  for  some  minutes,  to  know 
whether  I  should  blow  the  bloody  villain's  brains  out  or 
not :  I  had  a  damned  good  mind  to  shoot  him." 

Q.  He  said,  *'  I  had  a  damned  good  mind  to  shoot 
bimr" 

.  A.  Yes,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  be  hesitated  for 
some  time. 

'    Q.  Do  I  understand,  that  he  said  he  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  him  off? 

A»  He  did  not,  and  that  was  the  reason  he  was  obliged 
to  give  it  up ;  upon  this  Bryant  and  myself,  I  believe  both 
of  us,  appealed  to  Watson,  or  some  of  the  party,  and 
lepreseated  the  necessity  of  tbeir  taking  their  friend  out 
as  soon  as  possible-^ctf  dieir  taking  their  friend  away. 
I  believe  upon  this  occasion,  the  younger  Watson,  the  first 
tune,  or  the  only  time  almost  that  he  spoke  in  the  evening, 
attetnpted  in  some  measure,  to  jastify  the  carrj^ing  of 
French  prisoners  out  of  the  country ;  I  think  it  was  the 
younger  Watson,  or  some  one  of  those  whom  I  did  not 
know,  attempted  to  justify  lus  assisting  in  the  escape  oiF 
the  prisoners :  I  have  tbe  more  reason  to  think  it  was  the 
yonviger  Watson,  because  the  eider  Watson  reproved  hi«. 
Q.  After  this,  do  you  reocdlect  whether  this  same 
Mr«  Castle  became  less  tittative  thm  be  had  been  i 
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A»  He  produced  the  flag  whidi  I  saw  in  coort,  that  haDtl 
been  in  Spa-fields;  this  flag  he  pulled  from  under  hi» 
coat,  with  an  exclamation — ^a  vulgar  exclamation,  that  that 
was  his  flag,  and  he  would  part  with  it  but  with  his  life ; 
that  he  would  have  his  heart  cut  out  (those  were  his  words) 
before  he  would  ever  part  with  it* 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  the  expression,  that  it  was  his  flag  ? 

A.  That  it  was  his  flag,  or  that  he  h^d  carried  it ;  but 
he  said  he  had  got  it  in  his  possession,  and  that  he  would 
part  with  his  life  before  he  parted  with  the  flag ;  that  it  was 
in  his  possession,  and  he  would  never  part  with  it ;  and' 
I  think  at  this  time,  he  told  us  the  story  about  the  Spital- 
fields  weavers,  having-  made  the  silk,  and  his  having  pre- 
pared the  rest  of  the  flag ;  I  think  that  was  the  substance. 

Q.  Did  you  say  any  thing  to  him  i 

A.  I  said  ''  Pray,  Sir,"  for  I  did  not  know  his  name  then, 
'f  Pray,  Sir,  who  do  you  think  would  attempt  to  take  this 
flag ;  let  me  see  it ;"  it  was  then  spread  out,  and  I  read  the 
motto,  "  Nature  to  feed  the  hungry ;  Truth  to  protect  the 
oppressed ;  Justice  to  punish  crimes  ;"  I  think  that  was  the 
motto  :  it  is  the  same  motto  as  has  been  read  ;  upon  which 
I  observed,  I  see  no  harm  at  all  in  this  flag,  or  the  motta,^ 
and  '*  I  am  surprized  at  your  violence  about  keeping  the 
possession  of  it,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  believe  that 
this  occurrence  took  place  previous  to  the  history  of  the 
carrying  out  the  French  prisoners ;  he  then  produced  twoor 
three  knots  of  ribbon  cockades,  apparently  of  the  same 
colour  as  the  flag,  and  he  offered  me  one  of  them ;  and 
1  refused,  saying,  "  You  had'  better  give  it  to  your  sweet- 
heart, if  you  have  got  one.  Sir,''  or  something  of  that  sort ; 
he  offered  it  .thed  to  Mr.  Bryant,  who  said,  '' Ob,  yes, 
I  will  take  it,  it  will  do  far  my  pretty  little  maid,''  or  soibe- 
tbing  of  that  sort,  and  put  it  into  his  pocket ;  after  the 
history  of  the  French  prisoners,  I  got  up  and  declared  that 
lie  sboqid  go  out  of  the  room,  or  me,  and  as  I  represented 
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l)efoTe  Btated,  to  Watson,  the  necessityof  taking  this  felloir 
away. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  then  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  should  have  proceeded  to  have  endea* 
▼onred  to  have  tamed  him  out  of  the  room,  upon  which, 
either  Mr. Bryant,  or  some  other  person,  said,  ''We  had 
better  not  make  any  hustle,''  or  something  to  that  effect ; 
upon  which  I  declared,  that  if  he  uttered  one  more  sentence 
while  I  was  there,  that  he  should  go  out  of  the  room,  or 
1  would,  or  words  to  that  effect,  if  he  uttered  one  more 
sentence  of  that  nature ;  upon  which  he  expressed  contri- 
tion ;  in  some  way  he  expressed  a  sort  of  contrition,  and 
said  no  more^  other  conversation  then  having  taken  place, 
in  a  very  few  minutes  afterwards  I  saw  him  rolled  up  in  his 
chair^  sound  asleep. 
^     Q.  Was  this  what  is  commonly  called  a  fox  sleep  i 

A.  At  first  I  expressed  pleasure  that  he  was  silent ;  soon 
after  this^  one  of  his  friends  [  observed  endeavouring  ta 
awake him,by  shaking  him;  upon  which  I  said,  **  for  God's 
sake  let  that  fellow  alone,  he  is  best  as  he  is,"  or  words -to 
that  effect;  some  of  the  company  then  proposed  going, 
and  I  desired  the  first  that  went  that  he  might  be  awoke 
and  taken  out  with  them,  or  words  to  that  effect;  his 
friends  endeavoured  to  awake  him  again,  but  without 
Auccess,  although  considerable  vioj^ence  was  used ;  upon 
which  I  got  up  to  assist  to  wake  him,  and  J  used  no  gentle 
means,  for  at  that  time  I  was  thoroughly  convinced  his 
sleep  was  a  sham,  and  saying,  *'  come,  this  fellow  shall  go,'' 
I  struck  him  a  blow  under  the  ribs,  here,  almost  as  hard  as 
I  could  strike ;  quite  enough  to  have  knocked  any  com- 
mon man  down ;  but  it  made  not  the  least  impression  upon 
him ;  he  sat  as  still  as  if  he  had  been  dead.  I  gave  up  the 
attempt  to  wake  him,  and  with  the  full  impression  upon  my 
mindy  the  thorough  conviction  in  my  mind,  diat  it  w^s 
a  sham  sleep,  I  rang  the  hell,  and  ordered  the  bill ;  the  biU 
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which  amounted^  die  dinner  and  the  wine^  to  I  belief^ 
between  five  and  six  shillings  each. 

Q.  Had  Castle  draak  wine  enough  to  make  a  man,  what 
16  commonly  called,  dead  drunk  ? 

A*  The  dinner  was  charged  three  aliiUings  a  head ;  and  I 
will  leave  it  to  y oo,  or  to  any  man,  whether  the  remaining  two 
«iiilliiig6or  two  and  sixpence  would  make  a  man  dmnk ;  but 
I  will  say  «pou  my  oeilh,  that  no  man  in  that  room  appeared 
to  me  die  least  intoxicated.  Upon  my  expostalattng  widi 
the  elder  Watson,  about  bringing  such  a  fellow  into  the 
room,  and  upon  his  conduct,  Watson  said,  be  was  a  veiy 
good  feHow,  that  he  was  an  excellent  fellow,  and  he  hoped 
I  would  take  no  notice  of  it ;  and  he  appeared  to  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  him ;  upon  which  the  wliole  party 
got  op,  put  their  hats  on,  and  assisted,  ami  Mr.  Castle 
was  as  wide  awake  as  I  am  in  an  instant. 

Mr^  Jn9tice  Ahbctt,    They  assisted  in  what? 

A.  They  got  *up,  and  took  his  chair  from  under  him,  or 
something  or  another. 

Mr.  fyttherell^ '  Then  he  came  to  himself  again,  did  he  ? 

A.  Perfectly. 

Q.  Do  yon  recollect  coming  to  town  to  -attend  the 
lecond  or  adjourned  Spa-fields  meeting  ? 

A.  I  would  beg  leave  to  say  another  word :  the  next 
morning,  either  Watson,  or  some  one  of  the  party — 

Mr.  Attorney  GaieraL  My  Lord,  I  apprehend  that 
cannot  be  evidence. 

Mr,  Wetkerell.  Certainly  not.  Do  you  recollect  coming 
'to  town  to  attend  the  Spa*fields  meeting  on  the  2d  of 
December. 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  was  the  proposed  hour  at  which  the  meeting 
on  £he  2d  of  December  was  to  take  place  f 

il.  I'cameonibe  Fnday,  ibe  meeting  was  to  take  {^lace 
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^reekely  ot  the  Mvne  hou^  by  tbe  resolution  that  had  been 
unanimofttlj  carried  at  the  meetkig,  at  oae  o'clock  pi«^ 
cisely ;  a  resolutieik  Aat  had  been  passed  at  that  ttecting^ 
^nd  which  wa8»  I  tbinki  in  most  of  th^  public  papers  I 
saw,  advertised,  put  in  with  the  occarrences  of  the  day.  ' 

Q,  la  order  to  go  to  Sparfields  neetlng,  did  you  ^ass 
along  Cheapstde  i  Do  you  recoUect  what  day  of  the  week 
the  2d  of  December  was  ? 

.    A.  Oh  Monday.    Yes^  I  did,  and  I  beg  leave  to  ac- 
count for  that. 

Q.  Be  so  good  as  to  proceed  i 

A.  I  tiad  reason  to  sasf^^ — 

Aft-.  Attorney  General.'We^ckjaHa&t  hear  what  reason  Mir. 
flunt'had  l!o  inspect. 

A.  To  account  for  how  I  came  into  Cheapside. 

JIfr.  WetherelL  It  is  the  expknation  why  he  was  there — 

Afr.  Justice  Bayley.  It  is  no  matter  of  enquiry  here 
why  he  was  in  Cheapside.  Do  you  feel  it  to  be  material 
to  your  case,  Mr.  Wetherell  ? 

.     Mr.  WetherelL    No,  my  Lend. 
A.  It  wa«  in  my  way — 

Mr.  WetieriU.  Yon  need  tiot  give  your  ireagaft ;  bat  in 
.ppint  *of  feet,  were  you  ^paasiug  through  Cheapside,  in  y;o«r 
way  to  the  meeting  ? 

A.  I  was^  I<9aimeoiit  of£tsex, 

Q.  Were  you  going  from  the  Mansioo*«faoiise  towards 
Mewgttte^treet  ? 

A.  I  was  dTi<vibgii«and6ia. 

Q,  WhiAeyon  v^enfbismB^i^koing,^ 
«p  to  yoa  i 

A.  i  bbserved  a  esDHidarable  ccowfi  paB»ing«faiig  to- 
^mtds'the'Mikttntm-hoiisa,  OD«a«h  aide  df  tbe{>a¥eaRiit, 
on  the  pavement.. 
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A.  Castle  left  the  crowd,  and  c&me  oat  into  the  kreec 
to  me,  and  stopped  me ;  he  ran  up  to  the  carriage* 

Q.  In  what  part  of  Cheapside  was  this  i 

A.  Fifty  yards  on  that  side  what  I  think  is  called  Bow 
Church ;  it  is  where  the  clock  is  hung  out. 

Q.  Now  attend  to  this  question ;  did  you  see  or  beckon 
to  this  man  to  come  up  to  you;  or  did  he  come  up  to  yon 
of  his  own  accord  ? 

'     A.  I  certainly  was  driving  rather  slow,  and  looking  out 
for  information  of  what  was  the  cause  of  the  crowd  i 

Q.  Did  he  come  up  to  you  i 

A.  He  did  come  up  to  me,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that 
I  ever  beckoned  to  him ;  I  met  his  eyes  as  he  came  out  of 
the  crowd — he  came  up  and  stopped  me-^I  very  readily 
stopped. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

A.  **  For  God's  sake  how  came  you  so  late  to-day  to  the 
meeting  ?"  or  "  so  much  after  your  time,"  or  something  to 
that  eflFect. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  that  ? 

A.  *'  After  my  time !''  I  turned  round  and  looked  at  the 
clock,  and  I  observed,  it  wanted  twenty  minutes,  or  nearly 
twenty  minutes,  of  one.  I  observed,  *^  it  wants  twenty 
minutes  of  one  by  the  clock  ;''  and  I  pulled  out  my  own 
tratch,  and  observed  that  it  wanted  nearly  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  by  my  own  watch.     I  was  all  in  good  time. 

Q.  What  further  s^d  Mr.  Castle  i 

A.  He  said  ^'Oh!  the  meeting  has  been  broken  up 
these  two  hours;  we  are  going  to  the  Tower,  which  has 
been  in  our  possession  for  more  than  an  hour—- come  along 
— come  along.'*  I  struck  my  horses,  and  exclaimed — 
''  Damned  scoundrel,"  and  went  on;  if  he  had  not  got 
^  speedily  out  of  the  way,  one  of  the  wheels  would  have 
knocked  him  down. 

Q.  You  drove  then  on  to  the  Spa-fields  meeting i   .^ 
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mueh  ihe.  largest  I  ever  bebeldi  the  greatest  niimber  cok 
lected  together  I  ever  beheld. 

Q.  At  that  time  f 

A.  Yes,  at  that  time. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General, 

Q.  I  have  only  one  or'  two  questions  to  put  to  you ;  you 
have  told  my  learoed  friend,  that  you  do  not  recollect  all 
the  persons  that  were  at  that  dinner  i 
'    A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Very  likely  Hooper  was  there  ? 

'A.  Ihave  reason  to  believe  that  Hooper  was  there ;  but 
I  do  not  recollect  it. 

-''  Q.*.  Do  you  know  whether  Preston  was  there  ? 
'    a!  He  was  not ;  I  had  seen  Preston  the  day  before,  and 
I  knew  him  enough  to  say  that  he  was  not. 

Q.  How  many  persons  were  there  to  dinner ;  about  how 
many? 

A.  I  should  think  ten  or  twelve ;  there  was  a  considerable 
room  full,  of  whom  I  knew  Bryant  and  Clarke,  and  some 
btbers. 

Q.  It  is  very  likely  you  did  not  know  them' all? 
'  A.  I  knew  eight  or  nine  of  them,  by  name. 
.^'Q.  How  long  was  it  fiom  the  time  that  you  assembled 
to  diDner,'or  that  they  came  in  in  the  way  you  have  stated, 
ti^^you  parted  ? 

• -^  -4.  I  ishould  think  nearly  two  hours  and  a  half,  or  three 
hours ;  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  from  half  past 
£ve  perhaps  to  eight  o'clock;  I  should  think  it  Was  as  late 
as  that. 

Q.  The  adjomrned  meeting  was  to  take  place  at  one 
o'clock? 

A.  Yes,  at  one  o'clock,  which  did  take  place  at  one. 
r:  i2*«It^  known  that  it  was  agreed  on  thefirst  day  that 
the  adjourned  meeting  was  to  take  place  at 'one  o'clock?  ' 
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J«  At  the  same  hour  as  we  had  assembled  the  £ist  day, 
which  was  one  o'clock^ 

Q.  That  was  kaowa? 

ii.  Oh,  yes  it  was. 

a  Did  the  Watsons  know  that? 

A.  Oh,  yes,  all  parties  knew  that ;  from  my  awn  know* 
ledge  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  knew  it. 

Q.  It  Was  so  stated  i 

A.  Yes,  they  heard  iu  ,  , . 

Q.  Did  you  state  at  the  first  meeting  that  yoa  should 
be  there  at  one  o'clock  i   ' 

^,  il..  After  the   resolution  had^  passed^  I  stated  .that  I 
should  be  there  precisely  at  the  time*  .  ; 

Q.  At  the.  first  meetings  when  the  zesolulioa  had  passed 
to  hold  a  second  meeting^at  the  same  hour  a^  you  had.  held 
the  first,  you  said  you  should  be  there  at  the  time  appgiateH  1 
.    J.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  one  o'clock  ? 

A.  Yes, 

Q.  Yo.u  held  oat  an  expectation  to  the  peraoos  wht 
were  at  the  first  meeting,  that  you  would  be  at  the  se^eod 
at  the  boor  of  one  i 

A.  Yes,  I  haye  no  doubt  that  they  saderalood  il  so, 
and  the  result  proved  it.;  that  is  the  :gveatest  i«aapii  I  have. 

Q.  That  was  generally  understood  and  kMwnj 

A.  I  believe  so;  and  my  great  reason  for  this,  belief  i% 
lihat  whenl  came  there  at  this  time  these  was  an  it*mwMe 
assembly. 

Q.  Very  good~I  have  np  do«bt  of  it-^ware  yos  oloM 
when  yon  were  in  your  tandem  i 
.    A.  I  was  not;  I  had  isy  servant  wkh  me* 

Q.  Where  had  you  come  fironi^^ 

A.  From  Wanstead,  ia  £saeie; 

Q.  Yon  had  comeirom  Whiieobapal,  IatippcM«-4k>m 
diat  quarter  of  the  towa? 
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A.  Y«ft;  I4I0  nottielieve  I  was  over  diat  way  before « 
.1  larent  out  of  town  to  avoid  aay  commanioation  with  any 
l^uman  beiDg  ? 

Q.  I  do  not  cast  any  imputation  upon  you. 

A.  I  suppose  not,  bttt  I  take  the  libetty  of  meotioiiing 
that;  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  its  being  misundeiBtooil* 

Mr.  fVilliam  Bryant  $mom. 
Exflmined  by  Bfr.  ^ayeani  Copley. 
Q.  Are  you  acquainted  widi  Mr.  Hunt  ? 
Jl.  I  have  been  for  about  four  or  five  years. 
Q.  Did  you  dine  with  him  on  the  15th  of  November;^  im 
Bouverie-street  ? 

A.  He  wrote  to  me  to  come  and  dine  with  him  on  the 
15th  of  November,  in  Bouverie  street* 

Qi  Bid  you,  in  consequence  of  that,  meet  bim  diere. 
4«  I  went  there  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  I  saw 
be  was  engaged ;  and  seeing  that,  he  said,    **  You  had 
better  come  and  dine  with  me  at  five  o'doek.'' 
£L  Was  that  au  appointment  on  private  business  i 
A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  afterwards  dioe  there? 
A.  I  went  aft  five  o'clock. 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Hunt  afterwards  come  in  I 
4-  He  -did.    There  was  diquer  ordered  only  for  three 
persons ;  my  son,  a  little  boy  I  had  in  town,  myself,  and 
IfnHttut. 
Q.  What  time  did  Mr.  Hunt  come  in  ? 
A'  Some  time  after  five  o'clock. 
Q.  After  he  came  in,  did  any  other  persons  comej 
A*  He  came  ^rst,  thien  came  six  or  eight  o&er  persons. 
Q,  How  soon  afterwards? 
A.  Almost  immediatdy  at  the  heel  of  faim. 
<^  Do  you  knofw  the  person  of  Castle? 
A.  I  do.    I  savr  bim  again  the  day  before  yesterdaf 
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here,  which  was  the  only  time  I  hive  seen  him,  except 
that. 

Q.  Was  he  one  of  them  ? 

A.  He  was. 

Q.  Without  going  through  itbe  whokof  what  passed 
on  that  occasion^  did  Castle  and  those  otlier  perfons  dine 
with  you  \ 

A.  Yes,  very 'much  against  my  inclination. 

Q.  In  point  of  feet  they  did  dine  with  you  \ . 

A*  Yes,  Mr.  Castle  went  tod  rung  the  bell  himself,  and 
ordered  additional  dinner,  and  the  landlord  came  into  the 
room.  , 

Q.  But  dinner  being  ordered,  he,  in  point  of  fact,  did 
dine  with  you  \ 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  In  what  state  was  be  at  the  time  when  be  came  in ; 
was  be  sober,  of  in  any  degj:ee  intoxicated  f 

A*  I  think  he  was  perfectly  sober;  I  did  not,  see  any 
thing  to  lead  me  to  think  he  was  in  a  state  of  iiitoxicationf 

Q.  Did  he  appear  as  if  he  had  been  drinking  ? 

A*  No,  I  did  not  think  he  did ;  by  the  reniarks  that  he 
afterwards  made. 

Q.  After  dinner,  and  when  the  cloth  was  removed,  were 
there  any  toasts  given;  and  if  so,  what  was  the  first  toast? 

A.  1  objected  at  all  to  stay,  without  I  myself  took  the 
chair.  ^ 

Q.  Being  in  the  chair,  after  dinner  was  over,  did  yoa 
give  any  and  what  toasts  f  ^ 

A.  I  gave  the  first  toast,  <'  The  King.''. 

Q.  Was  that  toast  drank  by  the  party  ? 

A.  It  was  drank  by  all  of  them  till  it  came  to  Castle,; 
this  man  he  objected  to  it,  and  said  he  would  ,  not  drink 
any  such  toast;  and  be  gave  a  toast,  '^  May  the  last  .[of 
Kings  be  strangled  with  the  guts  of  the  last  of  Priests/' 
Upon  which,  I  remonstrated  very  nluch ;  and,  in  short, 
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stated  to  Mr.  Hunt,  who  sat  oh  my  right  hand  side,  that 
he  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  the  room.  Mr.*  Hunt  upon 
that  interposed,  and  so  did  the  prisoner  Watson. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  this  toast  was  propounded  by 
tbis  man  that  you  addressed  him  i  -  ■ 

A.  Immediately. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  you  addressed  him  that 
Mr.,  Hunt  interposed  ?       - 

A.  Almost  immediately.  He  replied  to  me,  that  I  per- 
haps did  not  know  how  much  hehad  been  injured  by  the 
Government  of  the  country.  He  then  stated/to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  that  he  had  been  codfined  two  years  ia 
some  country  gaol ;  whether  it  was  Maidstone  or  not,  I 
will  not  be  positive.  I  asked  him  for-  what;  he  said  for 
carrying  off  French  prisoners. 
'    Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  many  French  prisoners  ? 

A.  I  think  he  did  mention  some  number;  but  I  recol- 
lect-particularly that  he  stated,  that  one  of  them  that  he 
Was  about  to  get  off,  when  he.  got  nearly  to  the  place  of 
his  destination,  when  he  was  about  to  get  on  board  the 
▼eisel;  would  not  get  on  horseback,  and  that  he  had  a  great 
mind  to  shoot  him.  Some  farther  conversation  fdlowed 
Ais';  he  began  then  to  talk  about  soldiers  a  little  while 
after  this,  and  I  again  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Hunt  about 
letting- such  a  man  come  with  him;  and  Mr.  Hunt  said, 
^  I  must  put  an  end  to  this  sort  of  language,  or  you  must 
quit  the  room ;"  or,  **  I  will  turn  you  out  of  the  room,'' 
or  something  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  Was  this  said  by  you,  or  by 
Mr.  Hunt? 

'  A.  I  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Hunt,  and  then  he  said 
this. 
'  Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  Wliat  did  Mr.  Hunt  then  do? 

A.'  Mr.'  Hudt/and  I  think,  Mr.  Watson,  for  I  can  iden- 
tify only  him  and  ThistJewood ;  the  other  man  I  do  not 
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tiCDlltDt  bfciiig  Ibcrc.  Mf*.  Hunt  Md  Mr.  WaMo  r^«( 
votistrated  with  him  about  hb  using  sock  Umgnage. 

Mr  Justice  Boglti^  You  said  someihiDg  abe«i  bit  taro^ 
iag  Um  oat  of  the  room,  if  nobody  else  would  i 

A.  Yes,  something  of  that  kind* 

Jjord  EUenbonmgk.  Did  he  speak  load  .  enough  ioi 
GMe  himself  to  hear,  do  joa  think  ? 

A.  dh|  yesy  sufficiently  loud ;  after  ^is  Mr*  Castk  prp^ 
dnced  a  flag,  taking  it  out  bis  side  pocket. 

Mr.  SerjeMt  Copky*  After  he  bad  prodaced  tbis  flag^ 
what  did  he  say,  or  do. 

iL  I  asked  him  what  the  colours  meant,  upon  which  the 
prisoner  Watson,  perfectly  in  my  recollection,  for  1  thouglit 
it  was  sOiuetbing  of  the  French  Revolution,  or  something 
of  that  sort ;  the  prisoner  Watson  said,  No,  it  did  not  rn^aH 
any  such  thing,  and  be  gave  a  classical  definition  of  Uie 
tjyree colours;  white,  be  said^  to  tb^  best  of  my  refx^Uec-* 
tion,  meant  truth — green,  nature — and  the  red,  justice. 

CL  Bid  Castle  go  to  ^leep  at  any  time  that  ev<^ing  in 
tberoomf 

A.  He  certainly  did,  on  my  calling  for  the  bill;  for  I 
wanted  to  get  out  of  the  company  as  soon  as  i  possiUj 
couid,  and  I  desired  my  son  to  nag  for  the  bill,  and  upott 
that  occasion  he  was  in  a  sound  sieep  in  a  moment ;  aU 
most  momentM'ily ;  when  the  billcame^  of  courne  I  waated 
to  have  it  collected  ;  it  came  to  about  bve  apd  sixpence 
a  piece^  and  somc^tbing  for  the  waiter,  and  there  wens  defi« 
ciencies  of  Mr.  Castle  and  some  other,  and  I  said  to  Mr#. 
Hunt,  **  In  order  to  get  rTid  of  this  tbingj^  you  and  I  nuist 
pay  the  difference,  whatever  it  is ;"  and  Mr.  Hunt  desired 
M^  Watson  to  try  to  wake  him,  or  one  of  them ;  I  think 
it  was  Watson ;  there  was  some  attempt  to  do  it,  but  the 
more  they  tried  to  wake  him  the  sounder  he  appeared 
to  be ;  at  last  I  said  to  Mf«  Hunt,  ''  You  had  better  get 
up  and  shake  him;  be  ordered  the  dinner>  s^e  whetbef 
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he  has  got  any  money  lb  pay  for  it  ;^  but  he  had  no  money 
ot  anything  else  to  pay. 

Q.  Did  you  sacceed  at  last  in  waking  him? 

A.  Mr.  Hunt  did ;  I  did  not  attempt  it,  for  I  got  the  bill 
paid  as  soon  as  I  possibly  conid,  and  got  away. 

CL  Did  yoq  go  away  before  he  was  awake  i 

A.  No,  I  think  I  did  not;  tliey  all  went  out  of  the  loOBy 
and  I  wefat  away  vnder  a  promise  to  see  Mf*  Hunt  4lie 
next  day. 

€L  Castle  had  no  money  to  pay  for  himself? 

A.  He  had  not*  * 

Q.  Who  paid  for  him? 

A.  I  paid  for  him^  Mr.  Hnnt  and  I  paid  the  deficiency 
between  as, 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  law  now  ? 

.  il.  1  am  sometimes ;  the  occasion  of  my  going  to  Mf. 
Hnnlr«<r 
.GL  I  do  not  wish  to  enqnire  particnlafiy  ? 

Lord  ^knbqnmgh.  He  must  ha^e  been  waked,  or  yon 
would  not  have  known  that  he  had  no  money? 

J.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  awoke  him  i 

A.  Mr.  Hunt ;  he  certainly  went  to  sleep  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary way,  and  in  a  moment. 
'  Q.  Did  Mr.  Hunt  first  attempt  to  wake  him,  or  how  ? 

A.  I  think  Watson  was  the  first  who  attempted  to  ^ake 
him. 

A  Juryman.  Did  you  observe  Mr.  Hunt  strike  hiiQ  i 

A.  I  think  he  did  hit  him  on  the  side ;  I  recollect  his 
taking  him  by  the  collar,  aqd  shaking  him. 

Lord  EUenborough.  Was  it  wine,  or  wine  and  wat^j 
that  they  drank  f 

A.  'WiW;  I  take  it  upojd  the  average  there  m^ht  be 
abont  a  pint  of  wine  a  piece  in  the  billi  ' 

•  4 


200 

Q*  How. many  hGus  were  you  togietber? 
A*  Probably  two  hours,  or  two  hours  and  a  half;  il  waS' 
about  nine  o'clock,  or  a  little  after  that  tbey.  went  away.  / 
A.  What  beer  had  you? 
A.  Some  porter. 

A  Juryman.  How.  was;  Castle  dressed  then,  shabbily  .or 
decently. 

A.  ^otvery.  weJl  dressed  at  that,  time ;  I  think  ralber'** 
otherwise  than  well  dressed. 

Q.  Not  in  a  way  that  you  would,  take  him  to  be  a  re- 
spectable man  f 

A.  I  should  hardly  have  known  the  man  again ;  I  saw 
him  in  the  passage  the  day  before  yesterday,*  and  he  is  in 
a  idifferent  condition  now  than  be  was  then. 

Lord  EUenborough.  How  came  you  to  let  him  stay  two 
tiours  with  you  i 

A»  My  :Lord,  I  was  in  very  considerable  difficulties ; 
there  was  a  great  mob  surrounding  the  place,  and  I 
thought  if  I  attempted  to  put  him  out  1  should  perhaps 
ei|danger  the  premises,  or  endanger  my.  own  person. 

James  fFrighi,  smwm* 
Examined  fry  Mr.  WtthtrtU. 

'  a  Have  you  got  a  certificate  of  marriage  there  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  it? 

A.  Of  John  Castle  with  Elizabeth  Streeter. 

Q.  Did  you  examme  this  with  any  original  P 

il.  Yes,  I  did. 

a  Where? 

A.  At  the  parish  church  of  Saint  Sepulchre;  I  saw  it 
Written  by  the  minister  himself. 

Mr.  fVethtrell.  I  wish  to  have  this  read^  my  Lord ;  it 
is  tb  make  out  the  point  of  bigamy. 
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.  Lotd  Elkftbaraugh.    Let  us  see  what  be  stated:  abddt 
bigamy*  '    ' 

Mr.'  Attorney  General.  If  it  goes  to  contradict  his  evi- 
dences, certainly  it  is  admissible. 

Mr.  Richardson.  They  must  identify  the  party,  I  ap- 
prehend.  * 

Mr.  Wetherell.    We  will  do  that,  my  Lord. 

Mr. Justice 'Bayleif.  Is  this  prior,  to  the  marriage  at 
Harwich  i 

Mr.  WethereU.  No,  my  Lord ;  he  said  he  knew  a  yoang 
lady  of.  the  name  of  Streeter ;  a  young  lady  of  the  age  of 
twenty ;  it  is  in  reference  to  that.  ■  ' 

Lord  EUenborough.  Do  you  object  to  this,  Mr.'  At- 
torney Greneral  i 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  do  not  exactly  understand^  my 
Lord,  in  what  way  the  evidence  is  offered.  If  it  is  offered 
to  condradict  what  Castle  said  in  his  cross-examination, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  is  evidence ;'  but  if  it  is  offered  to  prove 
a  fact  of  criminality  against  Castle,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
object  now,  upon  a  genera)  principle,  and  not  for  the 
particular  purpose  of  this  cause,  because  I  apprehend  that 
all  cases  criminal  and  civil,  must  be  tried  according  to  the 
rules  of  evidence,  whatever  be  the  subject  matter, of  in- 
quiry. If  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  proving  any  particular 
offence  committed  by  the  witness,  Castle,  I  apprehend  it^ 
is  not  evidence,  unless  it  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
contradicting  something  which  he.  Castle,  has  said ;  be- 
cause otherwise  a  witness  would  be  put  upon  his  trial  for 
offences  charged  against  him,  without  any  opportunity  of 
defending  himself    . 

LordEllenborough.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
give  us  the  words  to  which  this,  is  opposed  as  a  falsifi- 
cation ? 
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jfr«  UMirM.    I  mbmt,  my  Lord,  with  graot  diAr* 
CBce,  I  am  entitled  to  pot  in  this  evidenoe. 

lAMrdEBmborwgL  It  is  offered  as  a  amtndiotico^ 
I  suppose. 

Mr.  WethertU. .  No,  my  Lord,  not  as  a  oontradicti<^ 

Mr.  Justice  Abioit.    Yon  offer  it  to  prove  a  crime. 

Mr.  Wethartfl.  Yes,  my  Lord,  two  or  three  crimes  \  it 
is  not  only  bigamy  but  perjury 

jlfr*  Jwikt  AhboH.    Where  an  objection  is  made  to 
evidence,  it  is  not  usual  for  4he  counsel  who  offera  it  to  if^* 
moM^intbefiBtJDitaiio^  than  to  state  thatiia  ofesllie 
dttdence  to  .prove  a  omne,  and  to  state  so  much  aais 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  jraising  the  aigument» 

Mr*  WetitrtU.  Without  going  moie  inio  thefmrticular 
drcumstances,  I  apprehend  1  am  entitled  to  prove  what  I 
pcopo^  to  prove.  I  apprehend,  that  by  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence, which  cannot  be  totally  distinct  from  the  rules  of 
common  sense,  I  am  entitled  to  pcove  against  any  man 
such  accumulated  infamy  of  character,  as  to  render  that 
man  Incredible  in  bis  testimony. 

Lard  EBenborougi*  You  do  not  offer  the  record  of  his 
conviction? 

Mr.  WeiherttL  There  .has  been  no  prosecution  for  bi- 
gamy yet,  my  Lord. 

Ijofd  tSenbarongh.    You  offer  no  record  of  conviction. 

Mr.  WetkerelL  Mo,  my  Lord,  I  am  not  in  a  situation 
to  offer  a  record  of  conviction ;  having  in  my  examination 
of  Mr.  Cadtie,  made  him  himself  admit  the  con^nissio^  of 
a  great  variety  of  crimes,  I  propose  to  accumulate,  upon 
*  his  own  personal  admissionS|  many  other  crimes.  I  will  not 
go  further  into  it,  as  your  Lordship  has  had  the  goodness 
to  interpose  an  intimation  upon  the  subject.  Your  Lord-^ 
ship  knows  that  in  respect  of  a  marriage,  there  may  be  per- 
jury in  affidavits  ia  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  as  well  as 
other  offences.    I  put  that  only  as  a  speculative  example; 
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Hie  aggregate  df  the  erime  nay  eonmt  in  bigamy.  My 
iLord,  Ishonld  conceive  that  tbe  Attorney  Geoend  will  noil 
dispi^  my  proposidon,  that  by  the  lnw  nS  Enghoid  you 
may  prove  such  acctiinuUited  infamy  of  cbaiact^^  as  will 
render  the  person  incredible.  It  is  said  this  is  like  puttings 
the  witness  upon  bis  trial ;  many  cifcmnsCances  may  inier- 
pose  to  prevent  prosecatioDy  whi<^  still  would  not  restOM 
biintoci^it.  Castle  may  have  got  a  pardon  kom  the 
Crowo,  lo  prevent  a  prosecution  for  Irigamy ;  the  CtoWn 
may  cbnstitutioBally  pardon  an  oflfenosy  aod  coDseqaendy 
I  teve  a  light  to  pat  it  in  tpeculatioB  and  in  argaoMiit, 
ikfot  this  inan  is  pardoaed ;  he  has  admitted  to  me  the  ex* 
pectatioa  of  a  pardoM  of  another  offence. 

.  Lord  EUenionmgh.  Yon  have  no  tight  to  aisttme  tfie 
ftetswtthmtt  proof  f 

ji&  WeiAerelL  MyLord,  lonly  putitab  ttfia^gtUMlit/ 
I  conceive  it  is  wo  argument  against  tbe  vect|>tioii<3f  ^ert^ 
dbnoe  to  piOYfe  aconmnlated  giiil%,  to  say  thai  tbe¥6  hasi^ 
been  BO  piDBecntioiiw 

Lord  EUemkarmigh.  It  ^iHk  shorfieif  tbe  diMsn^ion,  if 
yoib  will  state  to  us  any  iosasboe  in  wfaieh  soeh  evidence' 
has  been  admitted* 

.  Mr.  WtthereU.  Upon  the  sittttepriUcipk/an^o^ebtioft 
migfatas  well  bemade,  were  I  to  potii  quesliytm  \b  a  witness 
to  shaine  hit  owh  cradibitiiy-^ 

Lord  EiiaAowugk.  AhA  ibat  the  wilMs^  ittfty  refiise 
t6  anwer ;  bat  if  be  does  iktisWer,  ythn  iniMt  take  The  answer 
be  gives ;  that  is  the  doctrine  I  teaHsinhet  ib  bate  beard 
bdd  by  Mr.  Jastiee  Lawmice,  and  M4ikA  tras  ap^rbved  by 
idl  tile  other  Judges^,  that  if  you-  put  a  queMioti  of  that 
nature,  the  wimess  may  ofe^fect ;  bat  if  he  dMinot  objeet, 
bnt  aoswen,  you  must  take  the  answer  as  he  gives  it 

Mr.  WeikmlL  My  Lotd>  I  am  petfeetly  «wait3  tif  that; 
but  if  a  man  hm  eommStied  a  ^tere,  aad  be  has  reeerred 
a  pardoHy  or  theproMMItiMrilMi  btsaar  put  att  aM  to,  thoogb 
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1  tfannot  ask' that  man  as  to  offences  for  which  he  has  not 
been  prosecuted,  but  as  to  which  he  is  still  liable,  because 
I  cannot  require  him  to  criminate  himself,  yet  if  he  hat 
committed  an  offence  which' has  been  pardoned,  I  maj 
compel  him  to  answer  as' to  that. 

.  Lord  Ellenborough.  The  contrary  is  certainly  the  case ; 
can  you  give  us  some  decision  on  the  point  ? 
'  Mr.  WetherdL  I  wish  to  have  a  case  cited  by  the 
Attorney  General  to  the  contrary.  I  do '  contend  for  this 
legal  proposition,-  that  I  am  at  liberty  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
to  prove  such  repeated  acts  of  criminality,  as  to  render  the 
person  an  incredible  witness ;  that  is  my  proposition,  atid 
I  call  upon  the  Attorney  General  to  cite  me  some  propo* 
sition,  or  some  dictum  of  a  learned  Judge,  or  some  prece- 
dent, in  which  the  contrary  has  been  ruled.  I  may  ascribe 
to  myself  too  much  confidence ;  l>ut  I  can  find  no  sudi 
proposition  as  that  for  which  my  Learned  Friend  muslT 
contend;  laid 'down  in  any  law  book.  I  undertake  to*  stats 
it,  that  no  ruled  decision  has  been  laid  .down ; .  such  a  pro*' 
position,  diat  in  my  practice,  formerly  not  inconsiderable 
in  Courts  of  Law,  I  never  heard  such  a  decision  made;' 
and  your  Lordship  will  see  in  what  a  situation  a  man  may 
be,  if  that  is  the  law ;  he  may  be  able  to  prove  that  a 
witness  b  not  credible  upon  oath,  and  yet  may  not  be  able' 
to  produce  a  single  record  of  conviction ;  but  he  n^y  be 
able  to  prove  the  same  proposition  in  a  more  con^actng 
and  a  more  demonstrative  manner,  by  showing  an  accumu*' 
lation  of  criminal  acts,  each  proving  the  commission  of 
crimes,  the  demonstration  of  which  operates  the  effect  of 
that  man  not  being  believed  upon  oath.  It  would  be  a 
strong  proposition  that  you  may  prove  that  indirectly,* 
which  you  may  not  prove  directly ;  -  that  you  cannot  prove 
the  facts  of  accumulated  infieuny  by  direct  and  actual  de- 
monstration of  evidence ;  that  very  conclusion  which  you ' 
may  indirectly  prove  by  a  person  who  sweara-that  he  is 


.285 

-not  credible  upon: his  oath.  My  Lord^  if.  I  Aoi stating  tbis 
point  too  highly  and  too  strongly,  1  am  sore  .it  is  with 
great  humility  I  should  oppose  my  objections  to  any,  inti- 
mations your  Lordships  may  have,  the  goodness  to  express 
to  the  contrary ;  but.it  is  one  of  so  great  importance!  that 
I  do  presume  .to  offer  it,  as  one  involving  the  protection  of 
the  life  and  character  of  every  subject  in  the  King's  do- 
Txnintons;  .for  if  it  is  held,  that  a  witness  cannot,l>e  incapa- 
citated in  matters  of.  credibility,  though  you  can  fasten  on 
.his  character  by  direct  and  positive  demonstration,  the 
commission  of  such  crimes:  as  that,  haman  justice^and 
human  understanding  forbid  his  being,  heard  as  a  witness^ 
and  repel  and  repudiate  as  impossible  to  be  true,  what  such 
a '; witness  has  stated.  In  how.  desperate  and  lamentable  a 
estate  .  of .  destitution  will  '.  every  .  man  be  .  placed  in :  this 
couptry,  whose  life,  is  at  stake,  if  when  a  witness  is  called 
against,  him,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  blacken  him 
from  the  heels  of  his  feet  to  tlie  top  of  his  head  with 
criminality,  the  accumulation  of  which  would  render  him 
a.  person  not  fit  longer « to-  xist.in  society ;  not  fit  to.be 
beard  as  a  witness  in  a  court  of  law,  to  utter  from  his  lips 
any  thing  to  which  any  person  could  give  the  complexion 
and  the  character  of  truths,  and  yet.  that  by  the  law  of 
£nglaud  a  prisoner  tried  for  his  Jife  upon  such  tiestkaonj,, 
is  tO;be  prevented  meeting  that,  which .  the .  witness  may 
state,  by  its  being  said,  you  shall  tnot  prove,  tliat  man  .to 
be  so .  steeped,  so  dyed  in  infamy,  as  that  his  evidence  is 
totally  incredible. 

Lord  EUtnborough.  If  you  have  the  record  ,of  .convic* 
tion,  we  will  receive  it;  but  we.  are  not  a  forum  to.  try 
collateral  crimes,  nor  have , the  Courts  ever  done  so« .  _,  ..  ., 
,  ..Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  Will  your  Iiordsbip  allow  me  ..tn 
be  heard  on. the  subject. 

l^rd  EllenborougA.    By  all  means.  .     .<  :.. . 

Mr.  Serjamt  Coplqf.    I  should  submit  to  your  Lordship, 
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ibBt  thk  mnimtt  omgiM  to  ke  leeetved ;  theqdestioo  mvif 
be  pal  to  a  wkaei^  vhelber  he  has  committed  a  crime ;  he 
nm^,  if  he  ehofes,  neAue  to  answer  it;  bat  the  only  grouQ4 
en  which  he  may  refuse  to  answer  it  is,  that  a  maa  is  not 
boond  to  degrade  his  own  character. 

Mr.  Jmsike  Bayky.  He  is  not  bound  to  criminate 
himself. 

itr.  SbtjuM  Cofiq^  If  then  you  may  draw  dnt^  owt 
of  the  mwath  o£  a  wita^ss,  were  it  not  for  that  ^ingb 
•bjectiittii,  duit  he  is  not  bound  to  erimiaate  hiuMelf,  I  ask 
upon  what  gmmd  of  Deasoaiog  is  k|  (bat  you  aie  not  to 
fwlwMish  the  same  faot  ttomt  other  drcnmsfanres.  It  has 
been  «aid|  certainly^  from  the  Beneh^  and  I  bow  with  the 
BtmoBt  defieoenoe  to  what  falls  firom  your  Loidships,  that  if 
a  witness  answers, yon  aie  bound  to  take  the  whole  answeri 
and  if  the  witness  had  answend  this  in  the  negadTe,  we 
should  be  bound  to  take  it  in  the  first  instance  (  but  would 
it  not  have  been  competent  in  ns  to  oaft  witnesses -to  con^ 
tradict  him,  and  to  show  that  Us  answer  is  fiillse. 

Lord  EUmboromgh.  That  yen  might  at  a  subsequieDt 
tiviey  by  a  trial  instituted  for  that  purpose,  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

Mr.  Serfamt  CapUjf.  Your  Lordship  sees  the  situation 
in  wiiieh  the  party  stands.  I  beg  leave  at  present,  not  te 
iQtsi^^ay  reflections  on  the  character  of  the  witness ;  but 
I  wiH  suppose  a  man  to  have  committed  a  great  mjdtttnde 
of  erinies;^ri*^eomestnto  aCoortof  J^istice  for  ^e  purpose 
of  giving  testimonyi  affecting  the  life  and  oharaeter  pf  att 
individnal ;  he  is  not  convicted  ef  any  cNme,  but  be  has 
^Mnmitted  a  mnltitnde  of  crimes  (  he  stands  in  the  4hee  of 
the  Court  as  a  lair  witness ;  if  we  ask  him  the  question,  he 
may  eay,  I  am  not  bound  to  answer  it ;  is  there  iben  no 
way  in  which  we  can  affect  him ;  if  we  offer  to  prove  the 
fieu^t,  are  we  to  be  shnt  out  :of  that ;  your  Lordship  sees 
that  wMld  gQ^  axiAwU^l  thatlMEimony  which  is  so 
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ffisterial  in  the  loyeBtigatioii  of  trutb>  namdy,  fer  the  pus- 
fiose  of  aicertaining  what  degree  of  credh  is  due  to  a 
particular  iritDess ;  the  conBeqoenoes,  io  my  jadgmeiit^  are 
caanBOdBS  to  which  that  woald  lead ;  it  appears  to  me  diey 
aiealahning  to  the  administratiott  of.justioe;  itappean 
to  me,  that  if  this  evidence  it  excluded^  every  maii*8  Kfe  is 
Bt  the  mercy  of  a  man^  however  infamous. 

Lord  EUenb^rough.  Has  evidence  of  this  natiife  ever 
JMen  admitted. 

Mr.SerftaMt  Copley^  My  Lord,  i  have  not  bad  aa 
opportimity  of  looking  at  the  cases.  I  did  not  sappose  it 
would  be  questioned ;  bat  if  no  Oase  is  cited  agaiost  me, 
^faen  I  ittly  upon  those  argaments  whseh  I  have  humbly 
addressed  to  the  Court;  I  rely  upon  those  prinoiples  «f 
nght  reason  that  have  siot  been  repeUed,  in  diis  iosilaaee^ 
and  which  compel  me,  most  foccrbly^  to  repeat  my  irm 
emivictioa,  ao  ftir as  myjudgnwot  goes, that  this  is  evid^oee 
which  ought  to  be  received. 

il|r.  AUoTfuy  General.  My  liord,  notwithstanding  the 
fifm  conviction  of  my  learned  brather,  who  has  addressed 
foat  Lordship^-^*— ' 

Lord  JBHenborougk*  I  do  really  dank  this  is  so  very 
clear  a  point,  that  without  any  precedeoii  the  Court  would 
ha  wasting  puldic  time  if  they  should  call  upon  yon  to 
xepfy.  The  Court  sit  for  the  trial  of  the  veracity  of  wit* 
aesaes,  with  such  means  as  they  iiave>  and  the  Coufl 
indalge  ftee  ovoss^^zaminatiaa  iqion  saoh  sdb^cf&ts ;  bac 
Wihen  there  is  imputed  to  a*  person  a  erimei  of  which  he 
imy  be  convioted  in  the  due  comae  of  law,  the  Ooorthave 
hut  on  Acfdhun  af  proof-^that  is  the  iiecond  ef  «oiMao^ 
lion;  said  erary  fmrsdn  who  attends  dm  sevond  tEibunak 
nhare  jiBlaoe  ia  admmismred,  chber  «  the  ciimiits,  4ir  at 
flsiijanafi.  4caoam  hoanfrequentty,  in  cxmaequenoe.  of  Jiot 
Ifavmgthemepni  i^  toaiviottoa4o|jsmiaBe,)theendenoa 
is  lost.    7he  rule  of  law,  I  have  always  understood  to  be. 
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diattf  you  would  prove  a  witness  guilty  of  k  cfime,  you 
.most  produce  die  record  of  .conviction ;  if  you  have  no 
«iich  record  of  conviction  to  produce,  to  disqualify  .'him,  he 
is  admitted.  You  may  ask  him  whether  he  has  been  guilty 
of  such  a  crime,  improperly  asking  him  ia  adegree,  because 
you  are  odling  upon  him/  upon  the  sanction  of  his  oatb^ 
to  answer  that  which  he  is  not  bound,  to  answer,  for  no 
man  is  bound  to  criminate  himsdf 4  but  if  he  does,  from 
a  desire  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  imputation  of  crime^ 
give  an  answer,  it  has'  bete*held  by  mady'of  our  judges, 
and  I  never  knew  it  ruled  to  the  contrary,  that  having  put 
such  question,  you  must  be  bound :  by  the  answer.  The 
Court  is  not  a.Court  to  trycdlateml  questions  of  crime, 
and  it  would  be  unjust  if  it  were; /or 'hbw  can  the  party  be 
prepared  with  a;  case  of  exculpation,  or!an.answer  toany 
evidence  which  may  ;be  produced  to  cliarge  him ;  there  is 
no  possibility  of.  a  fair  and  competent  trial  upon  that 
subject,  and,  therefore,  in  no  instance,  is  it  done.  In  this 
ca^  it  has  been  pressed,  upon  us,  that  we  are  violating  the 
first  pfibciples  of  law,  when  there  is  sot  a  case  to  be«sug*. 
gested  in  which  such  a  principle  of  law  has  been  -laid 
down.  I  protest  against  .this  mode  of  addressiag  the 
Court..  I  protest^againstthis  mode  of  arguing  the  case. 
. . .  Mr.'JMiiiee  Baiglty.  I  have  ;no.  doubt  at  all .  upon  this 
point.  )  This  is  not.the  first  time.!  have  had  occasion, to 
consider  it  ;Iand  ,it  seems  to  me  it  would '.be  impracticable 
to  cafry  oh  the  administration  of  justice,  provided  evidence 
of.this.descriptum  were  to  be  received,  because  upon  one 
single  trial  you  might  be  trying  fifty  different  felonies,  and 
the  Jury  might  have  to  decide,  first,  whedier  theifiist  wit* 
ness.called  on.the  part  of  the  plaintiff^  or  on  the  part^of.the 
prosecution,  had'committed  a  crime  at  York  or  not';  'uext^ 
whether  another  witness, had  committed  another  crime  ia 
another  {dace,  or  ttot»  and  thus  a  Juiy  empanelled  to  try 
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^pne.  f i|pp)e  qnftl^B  of  fact,  wm)4  (lave  dij^  fxipticlemtiM 
ifithdrawo  fr^m'it,  to  be  lookuig  into  tweotj,  tburty^farg^ 
or  fifi^i  diffe^^qt  qripeji,  for  that  if  the  extent  to  which  tfaip 
iD^j  1^  carried*.  The  role  I  tfike  to  be  thi»^  if  jpi^  cf^i 
prove  that  th(e  {party  has  been  ^nvbted  pf  i^  qria)e  whicl^ 
ia^iypACiUktes  hiiPy  you  nay^y.  produce  tbf  i[CCQrd.of  hit 
.ponviction,  an<^  prove  that  ^e  was  the  sapie  4n%a  ihftt  wi^i. 
iQOnyicted>  ^nd  ^j^n  he  pMnpt  be  heaped  in  a  coortij^ 
jMtice*  If  you  cannot,  do  lhai»  you.  are  atUberty  to  ^ 
wiQie^lM  tp  prov^  tb?t  they  know  tha^  maQ»  and  th# 
fnm,  wh9it  they  know  of  his  general  dbMiot^j  h^i^iKKt-ta 
be  belayed  fipon  his  oath.  Yoi:^,iiif|M»effty  to  giff 
general  evidence  of  thiit  despription;  but  you  are  not  i^t 
liberty  to  enter  into,  th^  disoussloo  of  pmticQlar  iacts  and 
crimes. 

This  is  laid  doim  by  tb^  Only  elementary  bpofinpon  the 
salfject^  nikieb  I  happea  to  b^ve  ia  my  hand ;  a  modem 
book,  and  certakily  an  .extremely  good  one»  Mr.  Pliillipps's 
Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Evidence;  and  I  have  no  doubt^ 
that  some  of  the  peiMna  who.  heve  been  diiowing  this 
iiatstioB  befbse  tts»  mwt  hane  knowa  that  this  is  not  that 
dear  <;ase.or. that  iodiapntiible  caiie»yshich. their  argument 
seemed  tn  assnme  that  it  was.  The  rlile  ither«  laid  down  is 
this,  i*  The  party  against  whom  a  wiioess  is  caUed>  migr 
dispiove  the  fa^s  staled  by  himf  ov  may  gamine  other 
witnesses.as  to  his  general  chamoter ;  bnt  they  will  not  he 
'  allowed'  to  speak  to  particolar  hMif  oc  parts  of  his  oon- 
:dnet/'}thati%  they  will  be  aft  Uberty  bo.  ssjr  thnt  he  is  a 
rman  not  torbe  believed  upon  |ns  oal^ ;  bnt  will  nQt  be  ft 
Jiberty.  to  say  that  at  a  particular  tame  he  ooaimit>^#  psr- 
tioulttr  offeno^  for  that  a  refison  is  given>  •'  for  thongh 
every  man  is  aapposed  mbe  oapabk  nf  wpptortiog  tl^e 
ime»''  that  is  his  general  chaincteo  '*  it  is  notliMy  that 
iieehmikl  be  piepared  toanawer  theother.  wi^oot  noticoj 
and  even  if  he  should  happen  to  be  pr^p«r#4  ta  defend 
Vol.  IL  T 
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frimtcl^  t«eli  evidence  wodd  generally  afford  a  very  sUglit 
md  impeffecl  test  of  hit  dcedibiiity  ;**  and  Co  apply  that  to 
Uiit  caie,  or  to  app^y  it  to  any  other,  the  parties  bare  an 
teflefeiC  in  the  teltimony  of  the  dffierent  witnesses  who  are 
caQed,  fbej  are  to  come  prepared  to  support  ^e  general 
^testimooy  of  the  witnesses  whom  they  call;  but  how  can 
ibey  know  what  particnlar  facts  may,  by  possibilityi  be 
alledged  against  particular  witnesses  who  are  called;  the 
thhig  ihay  come  upon  tfafe  witness  by  sorprise,  he  not  being 
^estioned  to  it ;  whereas  he  nnght  hare  been  able  if  he 
Imdtao  previoosty  apprised  on  the  subject,  to  have  pro- 
duced wHoeslMliiktWj  that  ahbottgh there  was  primafacie 
evidence  of  the  charge^  yet  !t  #a9  in  reality  only  aprima/acie 
case  which  might  be  entirely  answered ;  and  ilierefote,forthe 
reasons  which  I  have  suted,  the  counsel  are  not  at  liberty  to 
go  further  than  into  genertf  charaetei;  they  cannot  go  into 
particttlsir  facts,  they  may  do  this  with  respect  to  pi^cuiar 
facli,  they  may  ask  the  witnesi  himself,  but  then  they  most 
'stand  or  fUl  by  his  answer ;  if  theyaak  him,  whether  he  has 
committed  a  patticnlar  crime  or  not, he  has  a  right  tademur 
to  the  question,  and  to  daim  the  ^soteetion  of  the  Court; 
-*he  has  a  right  to  say,  I  do  not  choseto  answer  that  question 

•  because  it  will  criminate  myself.    That  is  afterwards  snb- 

\mitted  to  a  jury,  as  throwing  discredit  upon  the  teitimony 

-of  the  witness^  and  therefore  it  is  not  entirely  without  its 

effect.  When  you  ask  a  witness,  as  to  whedier  he  had  not 

-or  did  not  oommit  a  particular  crime,  perfai^  it  would  be 
'  laying  it  down  rather  too  largely  to  say,  you  tnay  disevedit 
'iikn  if  he  refuses  to  answer,  it  is  for  the  ju^  to  draw  what 
^inferences  they  may.  With  respect  to  this  paiticular  ease, 
'  I  think  the  tonmel  for  the  prisoner  are  not  at  liberty  to- go 
into  particular  facts,  to  shew  that  the  witnesi  ought  not  to  be 

*  believed  upon  his  o^th,  they  may  go  tote  general  evidence; 

If  r.  Ju$tic€  Abbott.  1  am  also  of  opinion,  this  evideace 
^caasioi  and  ought nat  to  beveceived ;  and  I  amof  epiakm 
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•^that  if  the  Attorney  General  had  not  objected  to  its.admia- 
aibilitj,  it  would  have  been.tbe  duty  of  the  Court  to  have 

•  interposed  to  pcesrent  its  being  received.    There  are  many 

•  occSMOBs  where  a  counael  would  rather  allow  evidence  to 

•  be  given  than  mfike  his  objection ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
'•any  case  can  ariae>  in  which  the  Court  ought  not  of  itself 
-to  prevent  the  reception  of  evidence  which^  according  to 

the  law  of  the  land,  ought  not  to  be  received ;.  and  I  am  of 
.  opinion  that  this  evidence  is  of  that  nature. . 

I  confess!  was -somewhat  surprised -^ to  hear  one  of  the 

TCry  learned  advocates  for  the  prisoner  eaggest,  that  he 
'  had  not  prepared  himsdf  to  expeet  mafi  op{)Osicion  would 
•be  made  to  the  admissibility  of  this  evidence.    It  has  been 

•  within  a  very  few  yean  last  past  made  very  much  a  ques- 
'  tion  and  matter  of  dbcossion*  whether  it  is  competent,  on 
'  cross-examination,  to  ask  a  witness  whether  or  not  he  has 

committed  any  crime,  or  to  ask  him  any  question  tending 

eiven  to  his  disgrace  and  his  disparagement;  that  has  been 

much  a  question.    The  question  is  discussed  at  some  length 

'in  die  Treatise  on  the  Law.  of  Evidence,  published  by 

•  Mr.  Peake,  in  the  list  edition  of  bis  book.    Reference  is 
'  there  made  to  what  is  said  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Ireby, 

on  the  occasion  of  a  trial  for  high  treason  at  the  Old  Bailey 
in  the  time  of  Kiag  William^  where  he  said,  No  question 
could  be  pat  to  witnesses,  the  answer  to  which  might  bring 
them  into  discredit  or  disparagement.  Not  very  long  ago^ 

. I  believe*  within  two  or  three  years,  not  very  long  before 
I  quitted  the  bar,  upon  occasion  of  a  trial  in  the  sittings 

ibefore  the  late  Lcxd  Chief  Baron,  than  whom  certainly  a 
•more  learned  or  a  more  humane  judge  never  sat  upon  the 

.bench,  a  qnestion  wais.  put  to  a  witness  by  a  kamkl  gen- 
tleman, who  was  then  of  counsel  for  the  defendant  together 
with  me ;  1  do  not  remember  the  precise  question,  and 

^therefore  I  will  not  say  whether  theanswer  to  it  tended  to 
aocitse  the  witness  of  a  crimen  or  tended  oply  to  his  di»> 

T  2  .  * 
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mdit,  bm.  I  tikisfk  it  vas  the  but^r;  it  is  wk  impbanUe 
the  Attorney  General  may  reoollect  it.  Whaiteirer  tbe 
question  wa%  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  did  not  aUow  it  to  be 
pot;  and  in  order  to  bring  the  point  of  kw,  naaidy,  tbe 
right  on  cross-examination  to  put  such  a  question  to.  a  de- 
cision bj  the  highest  tribonal  in  the  coontry,  namely^  die 
House  of  Lords,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  drawn  and  |v^ 
psredy  but  it  has  never  been  proceeded  in« 

It  has  been  the  constant  course  to  call  a  witness  to  say, 
I  have  known  such  an  one  for-  years;  I  have  known  his 
character,  and  I  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath  i  but 
DO  witness,  who  is  eaHed  to  give  that  testimony^  has  ever 
•  been  diowed  to  say,  my  reason  for  it  is,  because  I  know 
the  man  has  done  so  asd  ao ;  that  has  been  uniformly  ex- 
cluded ;  the  general  assertion  has  been  received,  but  the 
particular  reason  upon  irtuoh  tbe  witness  might  come>to 
that  conclusion,  namely,  that  he  knew  the  witness  to  have 
committed  such  or  such  an  oflknoe,  has  never  bete 
received. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  evidence  offered  upon  the 
present  occasion,  and  to  what  would  it  lead  ?  It  leads  to 
.try  here,  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  here  impannelled 
upon  this  occasion,  whether  or  not  the  witness  produced 
(no  matter  whether  on  one  side  or  die  other)  has  commit- 
ted a  crime ;  and  if  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  are  to  try 
that  questionji  they  may  be  called  upon  to  sitliere  from  da^ 
to  day,  for  a  period  of  time  which  it  is  impossible  to  fbri- 
see  the  length-of,  in  order  to  try  a  sijmilar  question,  whidh 
may  be  propounded  with  respect  to  every  witness  that  has 
been  or  shall  be  called  either  on  tlie  one  side  or  the  other* 
**  That  vould  impose  upon  the  Jury,  impannelled  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  a  burthen  which,  in  tbe  administration  if 
justice^  certainly  ought  not  to  be  cast  upon  them*  Bat 
further,  the  rules  of  evidence  are  the  same  in  crimmal  ds 
in  civil  cas^  whatever  ought  not  to  be  received  in  tkle 
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«^  OQghtrtd  be  rejected  in  the  other.  How  oka  the  wit- 
n^saor  the  {NUty^  wbetiber  defendant,  pro8ecotx>i:  or  plain- 
tiff, who  hos  an  interest  in  that  evidence,  come  prepared 
with  evidence  to  tebnt  that  pfesumptioh  of  guilt,  winch. 
another  party  may  come  beforehand  prepared  to  lay  before 
the  Conrt. 

f  For  tbes^  reasons,  widiont  going  more  at  length  into 
theflfubject,  lamdeaxly  of  opinion  this  evidence  ought  not 
to  be  received.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  was  ever  tendered 
on  any  former  occasion ;  I  am  qnite  suce,  that  if  it  had' 
elver  been  leoeived,  to  Iho  knowledge  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tlemen who  offer  it,  they  would  have  furnished  some 
i^thority  to  support  their  argument. 

Mr*\Jufiic^  Holroyd.  I  am  also  very  clearly  of  opinion 
that  this  eyidence  cannot  by  law  be  received ;  if  it  could 
be  Deceived^  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  that  having 
be^  £iequen(ily' tendered,  it  should  not  have  been  decided 
that  it  was  Ugal  evidence,  for  every  one  must  see,  in 
criminal  cases,  especially^  the.  very  great  importance  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners,  of  offering  evidence  in  order  to  in- 
capacitate witnesses  against  them ;  and  the  circumstance 
of  there  being  no  snob  evidence  received,  is.  in  my  mind 
a  very  pregnant  argument  that  it  cannot  be  received ;  but 
it  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  question  has  arisen,  or  that 
toch  evidence  h^  been  rejected.  Besides  the  great  incon*- 
venieace,  there  would  be  an  absolute  impossibility  of 
doming  to  the  truth  and  justice  of  collateral  issues  of  this 
nature ;  how  is  it  possible  for  any  witness,  or  the  person 
who  produces  him,  not  knowing  what  objections  may  be 
stated  as  to  his  life  or  character,  to  come  prepared  to 
explaiui  and.  to  do  away  all  thos^e  things  which  may  be 
^ted  against  him,  and  which  may  raise  a  prima  fade 
cpse  of  guilt,  but  which,  if  he  had  previous  notice,  he 
might  be  able  by  other,  witnesses  to  explain,  and  to  shew 
ther^' was  no  truth  in  the  fact  alledged.  The  effect  would 
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be  to  withdraw  the  juij  finom  tiying  die  qnestion'  on  wbich' 
thej  were  impanneUed,  to  trying  a  great  nomber  of  col- 
lateral issues,  and  to  render  witnesses  unwilling  to  appear' 
in  a  court  of  justice,  where  ihey  woold  be  liable  to  be 
attacked  on  charges  which  they  had  no  possibility  or  power 
of  knowing  beforehand* 

I  bave  said  the  question  does  not  arise  now  for  the  first 
time.  There  is  a  case  of  Spenceley  qui  tarn  «.  De  Willott^ 
in  the  7th  volume  of  Mr.  Earl's  reports,  page  108,  which 
was  a  trial  f<Mr  usuiy  before  my  Lord  Elienboroagh,  at  the* 
sittings  at  Westminster,  wherein  the  usury  was  alledged' 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  defendant,  in  a  contract 
made  by  him  with  the  French  Marquis  de  Chambonas; 
the  plaintiff's  case  was  pn>ved  by  the  Maiquis,  who  on 
his  examination  in  chief,  swore  in  substance,  that  the  de* 
fendant  had  advanced  to  him  the  sums  of  money  mentioned 
in  the  declarotioo,  at  the  rate  of  about  10  /.  per  oe&t.  per 
month,  and  not  by  way  t>f  partnership ;  and  there  was  no 
question  of  the  usury,  if  the  Marquis  were  believed ;  but 
the  defendant's  counsel,  intending  to  disoiedlt  the  witness 
on  cross-examination,  proposed  to  ask  him  what  contract 
he  had  made  with  a  Mr.  SchuUenburg,  and  with  several 
other  third  persons*  from  whom  he  had  also  taken  up 
money  on  the  same,  and  on  other  days  on  which  the  con- 
tract in  question  was  ipade,  and  this  for  the  purpose  of^ 
drawing  fron^  the  witness  the  confession,  that  he  had  taken 
up  sums  of  money  from  those  third  persons  on  terms  of 
confidence ;  that  he  was  to  employ  the  money  so  raised 
according  to  his  own  discretion,  which  .he  had  suggested 
to  them,  he  was  enabled  to  do  to.  great  advantage,  and 
to  share  with  them  the  profits,  whatever  they  might  be, 
die  defendant's  counsel  intending,  if  the  witness  answered 
in  the  aflBrmative,  to  draw  from  thence  a  conclusion  that 
be  had  made  the  same  contract  with  the  defendant,  which 
was  suggested  to  be  the  fiict  with  whom  as  with  those 
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tfauod  penopffy  he  v&s  Jiving  at  the  time  in  habits  of  fjrequeni^ 
QMunQoication  and  familiarity,  or  if  the  witness  denied 
tbat  auch  was  the  nature  of  his  dealings  with  those  pei- 
aptUf  to  call  Mr.  Schullenburg  and  the  others  to  prove  the 
eontrarj^  and  theieby  destroy  the  witness's  credit.  Lord 
EUeiibQroiighy  howciyer,  refused  to  suffer  the  question  to  ^ 
put  to  the  witness  on  his  cross-examination,  conceiving  it 
lo  be  entir^y  irrelevant  to  the  issue  in  the  cause»  and  tha^ 
It  was  npt  allQW^hle  fojr  a  ^coun^jsl  op  pross-e^camination^  tq 
put  to.a  yritney  any  question  cqnc^rpiifg  a  distjnpt  collateral 
£sct  not  relevant  to  the  issue,  for  the  purpose  of  disproving 
tl^  truth  of  the  e^^pected  aij^wer  by  other  witqpsses.  Th^ 
plaintiff  baying  obtained  a  verdict  for  25,200/.  if  r*£rskine 
moved  for  a  new  trial ;  first,  on  the  ground  of  the  rejection 
of  the  evidence  proposed  to  be  obtained  on  the  cross* 
examination  of  the  witn^s ;  and  secondly,  npqa  aq  affi- 
davit that  the  plain^ff  had  publis){ed  a  ^tat^i^ept  of  the 
case,  which  was  distributed  ^bput  the  court  aqfl  thp  hal| 
before  and  at  the  time  of  the  trii^*  On  the  ^rst  ground 
be  reined  generally  ypon  the  inconv^uiencp  and  danger 
tp  truth  and  justice,  if  a  v^itpess,  perhaps  unl^noifn,  who 
swoite  to  a  fapt  stated  l^y  bifp  to  have  pas^  in  s^fet  o; 
confidence  with  a  party  to  the  spit,  when  no  other  ^iiqess 
was  present  with  whom  he  could  be  confronted,  PQul()  not 
have  his  credit  tried  by  a  cross-exaq[)iqa(ion  as  to  pollateral 
matters,  whereon,  if  he  spoke  falsely,  the  f|[^sity  wa3 
capable  of  being  shewn  by  other  witnesses,  (h$Lt  this  was 
of  peculiar  importance  in  criminal  cases,  where  a  person 
nnjusdy  accused  of  secret  offences,  could  often  have  no 
other  means  of  defending  himself;  but  the  court  were  all 
dteidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  competent  to  counsel 
on  cross-examination,  to  question  the  witness  concerning 
9i  fact  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  issue,  if  answered 
affirmatively,  for  tfa^  purpose  of  discrediting  him  if  he  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  by  calling  ^tt^er  witnesses  to  disprove 
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lAat  he  said ;  that  in  this  ea^,  whatever  ecmtcaeta  thf  imu 
neu  might  have  enterefl  into  with  otfier  peMoba  fev  other 
loans,  they  could  not  be  ei^ideiice  6(  the  teoartract  made 
with  the  defendant,  unless  the  witness  had  first  said,  Aat 
he  bad  made  the  same  eontract  with  t)ie  deftndant  as  he 
IMdmade  with  those  persons  which  he  had  not  said.  They 
obserred  that  the  nile  had  been  laid  down  again  and  aigain  ; 
that  upon  cross-examination,  to  try  the  creSt  of  a  witnesa 
Mly»  general  questions  could  be  put,  and  he  couSd  not  hs 
asked  as  to  any  collateral  and  independent  fact,  merdy 
with  a  view  to  contradict  bhn  afterwa^by  catling  anothar 
witness ;  the  danger  of  such  a  practice  would  be  obviomt 
besides  the  inconvenience  of  trying  as  many  collaterid 
issues  as  one  of  the  parties  chose  to  intj^iioe,  and  whidk 
the  other  could  not  be  prepnred  to  meet. — Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  then  added,  that  he  had  ruled  this  point  again  and 
agaid  at  the  sittings,  till  he  was  quite  tired  of  the  agitft* 
tion  of  the  question,  and  tlierefore  he  wished  that  a  Bill 
of  Exceptions  should  be  tendered  by  any  party  who  was 
dissatisfied  with  his  judgment,  that  the  question  might  be 
finally  put  at  rest;  and  the  court  desired  to  have  it  under* 
stood  that  they  rejected  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  the 
first* ground^  and  granted  a  rule  Nisi  on,  the  second  groond 
alone;  that  was  **  Uiat  theplatntiff  had  published  a  statement 
of  the  case,  which  was  distributed  about  the  court,  for  the 
purpose  of  infiuencing  the  jury  and  the  hall  before  and 
at  the  time  of  the  trial.''  The  case  came  on  for  trial  again, 
if  it  did  come  on  for  trial  again,  there  was  aq  opportunity  of 
tendering  a  Bill  of  Exceptions,  by  which  if  the  veiy  eminent 
counsel  bad  tiionght  the  question  tenable  be  might  have 
carried  it  to  the  House  of  Lords.  There  have  been  some 
cases  since.  I  have  understood  this  to  be  a^ed  npon  to 
this  extent  at  l^ast,  that  if  yoo  did  propose  m  question  to  a 
witness,  and  if  he  declines  to  ah$wer  it,  his  not  answering 
can  have  no  efiect  with  the  jury  ;  if  he  does  answer,  you 


«97 

matt  reit  aktiified  inith  the  wswer,  he  giwng  U  upon,  tfie 
penal^  of  being  protecdted  for  peijiilr^.t  it  wm  so  held  bj 
Mn  Justice  Lawrence  in  acase,  the  note  .of  wbicb  I  bave 
ailune,  ani  I  hate  altiraya  oontidered  it  as  settled  bivr, 
and  acted  upon  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present ;  £bf . 
in  all  periods  of  our.  law  the  same  nile  of  evidence  has  been 
abided  by. 

Mr,  Justice  Abbott.  I  would  just  add^  that  I  hav^a  per- 
fect remembrance  of  a  case  before  Mr,  Justice  Lawreiice, 
at  Gloucester,  where  a  question  of  this  kind  was  put  to  a 
witness,  an  objection  was  made,  and  the  learned  Judge.fpr 
a  considerable  time  hesitated  whether  he  should .  pewit 
the  question  to  be. propounded  to  the  witness;  but  I  re« 
collect  at  last»  the  tone  and  oaanner  in  which  he  said— 
^^  Well,  jou  may  put  the  qucstidn  if  you  please ;  but  if  you 
do,  you  must  take  the  answer  for  good  or  for  bad ;  and  if 
you  do,  you  shall  not  call  witnesses  to  contradict  him.** 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  That  is  the  very  case  I  have  be- 
fore me. — Harris  v.  Tippett^  in  the  second  volume  of 
Campbell's  Reports,  637. 

Mr.  Topping.  The  very  same  point  was  ruled  by  Mn 
Justice  Lawrence  at  York,  in  the  King  v^  Teal  and  others^ 
for  a  conspiracy.  '     -    ' 

Mr.  Justice  Baylej/.  I  recollect  the  case. 

,  Geotge  Philpott  mom. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copky. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  witness  Castle,  Who  has  been  te« 
amined  here  i 

A.  I  do. 
*  Q.  How  long  have  you  known  bim  i  :    .•^ 

A.  In  the  beginnings  of  the  year  181 1  • 

Q.  Have  you  known  him  from  that  time  to  thepies^tf 

A.  I  did  not  see  -him  for  two  years^  nearly  two  y^urs 
jsfter  he  had  comnutted  the  offence* 
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€L  Never  mtnd  the  ofleoce ;  from  the  knowledge  yon 
have  of  him,  and  of  hit  general  character,  is  he  a  man  to 
he  belief«d  when  speaking  upon  his  oath  i 

A.  Isbonklfaardly  thinkso;iniact^I  wooUsaj'tbathe 
is  not. 

JsMCs  Lamtom  np&rn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  WethertU. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  John  Hey^ 
ward,  alledged  to  ahide  at  No.  6,  Stangate-wall,  Lambetb, 
in  the  copnty  of  Surrey,  stoc|s-broker  ? 

A.  I  know  the  person  yoii  allude  to. 

Q.  How  many  yean  have  you  known  him  I 

A.  Upwaids  of  ten  years ; '  in  fact,  I  have  known  him 
from  a  boy. 

Q.  Would  you  ]>elieve  him  upon  his  oath ;  or  in  your 
judgment,  is  be  a  person  to  be  believed  upon  bis  oath  ? 

A.  I  believe  not^  I  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath. 

Q,  You  would  not  \  and  you  believe  he  is  not  a  person 
to  be  believed  upon  his  oath? 

A*  I  do. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  examined  upon  oath  I 

A.  I  never  heard  him  examined  upon  oath. 

Mr.  Weihcrell.  But  whether  he  has  been  examined 
upon  oath  or  not,  your  ju4gment  is  that  he  is  not  to  b^ 
believed  upon  his  qath  i 

A*  Exactly  so. 

ffiltiam  Haydon  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley. 

Q.  Doyouknow  a  person  of  the  name  of  John  Heyward^ 
who  lives  at  No*  6,  Stangate-wall,  Lambeth? 

A.  Yes,  very  well. 

Q.  A  stock-broker  ? 

A'  No,  he  is  no  stock-broker,  nor  ever  was* 
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d.  How  long  have  you  known  him  f    . 

A.  I  suppose  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  Fiomr  the  knowledge  you  have  of  him  and  his  gene* 
nd  character,  is  he  to  be  believed  on  his  oath  i 

J[.  I  do  not  think  he  is* 

Q.  Does  he  live  at  No.  6,  Stangaite-wall,  Lambeth  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  does;  he  was  for  several  years  publisher  of 
the  Courier  newspaper, 

Q.  That  is  the  same  man^ 

A.  I  saw  him  here  yesterday. 

Lord  EUenborough*  Did  you  ever  see  him  living  in 
that  place  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  it  is  the  same  person  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  him  here,  and  he  told  me  he  was  to  be 
examined  upon  this  trial. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley.  We  can  prove  it  was  the  same 
person,  if  necessary. 

Rob^  Curtis  swam. 
Examined  by  Mr.  fVethereil. 

CL  Look  at  that  paper,  and  read  the  description  of  John 
Hey  ward  ? 

A.  John  Hey  ward,  at  No.  6,  Stangate-wall,  Lambeth.     * 

Q.  -Do  you  know  such  a  person  ?    . 

A.  This  is  not  his  name  correctly;  his  naine  is  J.  W. 
Heywood. 

Q.  Is  it  the  person  who  was  formerly  publisher  of  the 
Courier? 

A.  The  same* 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Ais  gentleman?  . . 

A.  About  five  yean. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  and  from  your  knowledge  of  hit 
char^ter,  is  he  a  person  to  be  believed  npon  his  oath  i 

A,  I  cannot  say  that  he  ought  not  to  be  believed  npon 
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him  vepy  irregular. 

Lord  Ellenborough.    Irregular  in  mone]^  transactions? 
j1.  Yes;   he  seldom  rnlfilled   his    engagements  with 
punctuality. 
a  He  was  not  a  punctual  paymaster  i 
A.  No. 

JIfr.  Wetherell.    That  is  oot^his  real  name  then,  is  it? 

A.  Ho,  it  is  not. 

.Q.  How  does  he  spell  his  name  i 

A.  J.  W.  Heywood. 

Q.  This  is  Heyward  i 

A.  Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  Wetherell,  In  consequence  of  what  has  passed, 
here  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  point  to  your 
XiOrdsbJf  ,  which  ia  aew  in  my  recollection,  whether  we 
have  not  a  right  to  have  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Heyward 
struck  out.  Your  Lordship  knows  the  Crown  can  examine 
no  witness  unless  hh  description  is  properly  given.  Now 
if  it  turn  out  afterwanb*  that  the  >witoes8  whose  name  is 
iQierted  in  the  list  is  not  the  person,  and  not  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  person  examined,  the  prisoner  has  not  had  that 
notice  which  the  law  requires. 

Lard  EUenbaraugh.  The  objection  should  certainly  h«^e 
been  taken  in  the  first  insouice;  if  it  may  be  taken  after- 
wards, a  party  may  take  the  diance  of  getting  evidence 
timl  be  tnay  Uk%  MfiA  if  he  dislikes  the  testimony,  he  may 
afterwards  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  it  upon  the  misdes- 
cription. 

Mr.  Jutiiee  Abbott.    I  wrli  teH  you  why  it  oainot  ^be 
taken  now;  the  witness  might  have  told  you,  if  he  had 
feeea  asked,  tb*t  he  sometioieft  wtices  his  name  one  way 
and -sometimes  anoAier. 
^  Mr.  Juaice  Holroyd.  Objections  to  disqualify  a  witness. 
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sHcb  M  ^ueMvons  af  ioleittflt  or  description,  sfaoukl  be  tlJcen 
at  first. 

Mr.  WethcrelL  It  being  a  questioa  quite  new  under  the 
statute  of  Queen  Anne,  I  tliooght  it  neeeseaiy  to  etate  it  to 
your  Lordship*  \ 

'    Imrd  ElknboTvugh.    Do  you  Icnow  the<  dtfferen'ce  of  the 
two  brothers?  .  •    ./     .  '  '- 

A.  He  has  oo  brother  liting  nowJ 

Mr.  Gumey.    Sphestated.-  »  .i 

George  Spurrell  sworn. 
Examined  by  Mr.  fVetherell.         ...  -  .1 

^  Q.  Do  you  knowa{>erson  going  by  the  destr'/ptioti  of 
John  Hayward,  abiding  at  No.  6,  Stangate^wall,  Lambedi, 
ill  the  county  of  Surrey,  stockbroker  ?  ^  ■    *- 

A.  Yes.  ..    >  .0 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  his  chafab^r,  in  yoor 
judgment  is  he  a  per^in  to  be  hefieVed  on  his  oatll  I  • 
A.  I  know  him  to  be  a  rogue: 

Q.  You  know  him  ta  be  h  10^^ ;  but  •cannot  ^  fttrther  ^ 
A.  I  know  him  to  be  a  rogue,  and  can  prove  it.  • 

Mr.  Joh^  ScQttsmrMi     ,      ; 
Examined  by  Mr.  Wmherdh 

Q.  Are  you  a  short-hand  writer ;  are  you  a  reporter  to 
any  newspaper?  -    \         \^ 

A.  I  report  for  the  Morning  Advertiser. 

(2.  Did  you  attend  the  second  Spa-fields  meeting^  on 
the  2d  of  December  last  ?  ^  ' 

'  A*  I  did  the  first 'Spa-fields  meeting. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  second  ? 

A.  I  attended  on  the  second. 

Q.  Did  you^o  there  for  the  purpose  of  taking  notes  of 
the  speeches  m&de  ?  .  * 

-A.  I  did.  ....   .1 
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Q.  How  nemr  did  yoa  get  to  tte  waggon  fxoiawltteb  the 
speeches  were  made  i 

A.  It  was  the  first  Spa-fidds  meeting. 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  yon  as  to  the  second  ? 

A.  It  was  the  first  at  that  place  that  I  attended,  and  I 
•did  not  know  where  the  meeting  was  to  be  hdd ;  on  enter* 
log  the  field  I  saw  some  people  around  a  waggon. 

a  Let  us  get  up  to  the  waggon  as  quickly  as  we  can  : 
how  near  did  you  get  up  to  the  waggon  i 

A.  I  cannot  say  indeed,  I  was  very  much  pushed 
about.  At  one  time  f  might  be  as  near  as  I  may  be  to 
the  Jury. 

Q.  Were  you  pushed  from  that  situation^  or  did  you 
maintain  your  ground  and  keep  in  that  situation  i 

A.  1  could  not  maintain  my  ground  for  a  minute,  there 
was  a  constant  current  of  people  going  towards  the  other 
meeting.  I  went  to  that  place  seeing  a  gentleman  speak- 
ing, i  took  it  to  he  Mr.  Parkes»  called  Parson  Parkes. 
I  made  up  to  the  waggon,  and  it  was  the  .prisoner  at  the 
'bar,  as  1  perceived;!  bad  never  seen  the  gentleman 
before. 

Q.  Without  this  long  report,  we  will  come  to  the  short 
point.  You  could  not  maintain  your  ground  on  account 
of  the  pushing  of  the  mob. 

A*  I  could  not. 

Q.  Did  you  endeavour  to  take  a  note  of  the  speeches 
delivered  from  the  waggon  i 

A.  I  did  not;  I  never  do  in  a  mob,  very  rarely;  I 
merely  listen ;  I  do  not  attempt  it. 

Q.  Could  it  have  been  done  with  convenience  on  that 
oc(tesion? 

A.  No,  I  think  not 

Q.  Could  a  short-band  writer,  m  the  situation  in  which 
you  stood,  have  conveniently  taken  a  note  ? 

A.  I  certaigly  could  not. 
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Q.  You  are  as  skilful  a  note-taker  as  any  one ;  I  take  il 
you  have  been  long  in  it  P 
A.  Eigbt  years. 
a  You  could  not  take  a  note. 

Mr.  Jtistice  AbboiL    He  says  he  never  does. 

A.  In  a  common  hall,  or  any  mob,  I  do  not  take  a 
note. 

Mr.  WeiherelL  On  account  of  the  pushing  could  yoa 
distinctly  hear  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Watson  from  the 
waggon  f 

ji.  I  staid  about  ten  minutes,  and  I  could  not  hear  dis- 
tinctly. At  one  time  I  was  pretty  near,  and  at  another 
T  was  not.  I  could  not  hear  any  one  sentence.  Mr. 
Watson  appeared  to  be  complaining  of  the  Prince,  as  far 
as  I  could  understand. 

Q.  Could  you  hear  any  one  distinct  sentence  i 

A.  I  could  not. 

Cro$$'^xammed  by  Mr.  jitiomey  General, 
a  Who  spoke  after  the  elder  Mr.  Watson  I 
•     A^  I  left  him  speaking.    I  ascertained  that  that  was  not 
the  appointed  meetings  and  I  went  away  to  the  Merlin's 
Cave. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.    What  time  of  the  day  was  tliis  i 
A.  I  think  about  a  quarter  after  twelve.    I  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Merlin's  Cave. 

Lord  Eittnbonmgh.  Yoa  do  not  think  you  have  reool' 
lection  enough  of  what  was  said  respecting  the  Prince  to 
give  us  any  account  of  it. 

A.  I  could  not.  I  never  had  my  attention  drawn  to  it 
till  the  Monday. 

Q.  You  recollect  generally  that  that  was  the  subject  I . 

A.  No,  I  never  had  my  attention  distinctly  drawn  to  it 
till  last  Monday. 
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Mr.  Samuel  SiGsr$  ^am. 
Examined  by  Mr.  WetherelL 

CL  Do  you  know  Mr.  Dowling^  the  short-band  writer, 
who  has  been  examined  upon  this  trial  i 

A.  I  know  Mr.  George  Dowling.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  has  been  examined  here  of  my  own  know- 
ledge. 

Q.  George  Vincent  J)owling  f      • 

^.  Yes. 

Lord  Ellenborpugh.    Vincent  George  Dowling,  that  \% 
the  same  person^  1  suppose  i 
A.  Yes. 

Mr.  WcthereU.  Has  Mr.  George  Vincent  Dowling  had 
any  conversatioa  with  yon  op  ,tbe  subject  of  his  expecta- 
tipns  of  a  place  or  an  office  i 

A.  No,  I  cannot  say  exactly  so.  If  you  will  allow  me, 
I  will  tell  you,  as  nearly  as  ray  recoUection  will  enable  me, 
the  conversation  whi^*b  took  piaoe* 

Mr.  Gurnej/.  The  question  I  submit  is  to  be  pointed  to 
something  to  which  Mr.  Dowliog^as  been  examioed. 

Mr.  Wetherell.  Mr.  Dowling  has  said  he  had  no  expecttt- 
tion  of  an  appointment ;  I  am  going  to  put  the  question 
upon  that.    •  • 

Mr.  Gurney.  If  my  learned  friend  will  put  the 
question  so  as  to  point  it  to  that,  1 4iaye  no  objection. 

Mr.  Wetherell.   The  witness  says  he  had  rather  state  it 
jn  iiis  own  way,  or  I  was  going  to  put  the  question.  Has. 
he  stated  to  yon  any  expectations  oflt  reward  or  remunera-  - 
tion  from  Government  ? 

A.  He  stated,  tliat  in  consequence  of  his  connexion 
with  these  prosecutions,  the  treason  prosecutions  (that 
was  the  substance)  and  of  the  part  which  he  had  in  the 
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Crown  prosecutioosy  he  had  been  introduced  to  the  Home 
Department ;  that  that  was  the  way  in  which  he  had  been 
introduced  to  the  Home  Department,  and  that  it  had  led 
him  to  employment,  I  understoipd,  atf  a  8bort4iaiid  Writer 
for  himself  and  brothers^  .1  believe,  or  brother.  I  cannot 
9peak  confidently  as  to  the  amount.  My  impression  is, 
that  he  stated  it  to  be  of  the  value  of  £.  300 ;  but  as  to 
the  amount,  I  beg  to  be  understood  not  to  be  conda^d ; 
for  I  am  not  clear  as  to  the  amount. 

Q*  Is  his  brother^s  name  George;  what  is  his  brother's 
namef 

A.  I  know  only  one  brother — 

Q.  That  this  circumstance  led  to  an  employment  yield- 
ing £.  300.  *  Did  he  state  this  to  have  happened  in  conse- 
quence  

Mr.  Justice  Abbott.  He  has  told  you;  you  have  his< 
own  words. 

Mr.  WethereU.    I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardon. 

Jiord  Elletiboroughw  Have  you  any  contradiction  to  offer 
to  the  evidence  i 

Mr.fVetkerell.  I  have  nothing  fuidier,  my  Locd.  The 
case  for  the  prisoner  is  closed. 


V01..IL  U  MR.  SBRJ.  COPLEY. 
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Mr.SERJEANT  COPLEY. 

May  it  please  yoor  Lordships, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jary, 

1  irBAv:  mo«t  uofeigMdly  when  I  fay,  tbi^l  I  b«Tf  &0t 
words  adequately  to  e^ipr^^n  whut  I  £M  al  thui  o^ip^. 
2  bav^  b^ea^Ued  upon  to  assist  as  ^uqsel,  in  .4  cause 
which,  in  the  circumstances  with  which  it  is  attend^ 
and  in  the  consequences  to  i^bicb  it  m|iy  lead^  i«  oq#  of 
iba  most  important  that  ba$  ev^  ocouir^  in  tb^  hiik>ry 
of  the  juraprudeitf^e  of  tbi«  <x>uptry  ^  $  ciiise  of  iofiaite 
moment  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar — ^whose  life  and  cbar 
racter — every  tbipg  th^t  can  be  valuable  to  him  as  a  man, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  community — ^are  at  issue,  upo^ 
the  result  of 'your  verdict;  and  I  feel,  therefore^  almost 
sinking  under  tlie  apprehension,  that  my  powers  may  not 
enable  me  to  do  justice  to  such  a  cause,  or  to  conduct  it 
in  the  manner  that  the  occasion  demands.  But,  Gentle- 
men, I  am  chaerMi  and  «oimatod  apoa  this  qccmIoq  vhen 
I  advert  to  the  persons  to  whom  I  am  now  aUressiog  oftj* 
self.  I  am  iiddressing  myself  to  an  English  Jury,  the  best 
guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  country.  I  am  address- 
ing  myself  to  a  Jury,  drawn  from  the  most  upright  and 
independent  class  of  the  community.  I  am  addressing 
myself  to  an  assembly  of  gentlemen,  who,  from  the  pa- 
tience which  they  have  exhibited — ^from  the  vigilance 
which  they  have  exercised— from  the  acuteness  and  pe- 
netration which  they  have  displayed  throughout  the  course 
of  this  long  and  complicated  enquiry,  have  afforded  abun- 
dant evidence  to  the  world,  that  they  are  the  very  best 
tribunal  that  could  have  been  constituted  for  the  decision 
of  such  a  cause.     It  is  to  you  then.  Gentlemen,  that 


S07 

I  look  forJnppoit— it  is  to  you  that^  on  behalf  of  the  pri- 
aoner  Bad  the  public,  I  trust  to  supply  my  defieieiices~--I 
rdy  upOD  yottr  attention  and  sagacity,  the  undevAting 
lectitude,  the  unshaken  irmnefti  of  your  principlet  atfd 
^eondttct. 

You  will  permit  me,  Gentlemen,  before  I  proeeed  to 
consider  the  merits  of  this  question,  to  put  you  upon  your 
guiard  agidnst  any  impressioiis  which  you  may,  without 
being  sensible  of  it,  have  received  from  without  doorl, 
before  the  comuKDcement  of  this  trial.  I  am  sure  that 
you  have  every  disposition  and  wish  to  come  to  the  de^ 
ciskm  of  this  question,  with  minds  completely  unfettered 
and  tuUassed.  I  Aall  be  excused,  however,  in  suggest- 
ing this  caution,  because,  in  the  present  state  of  society 
and  of  the  public  press  in  this  country,  it  n  almost  im^ 
possible  that  a  cause  of  this  nature  should  not  have  beeb, 
discussed  and  agitated,  and  perhaps  to  a  certain  degree 
prejudged.  I  feel  confident,  however,  that  upon  this 
ocoasion  you  will,  as  far  as  possible,  dismiss  every  pre- 
vious impression  from  your  minds ;  that  you  will  direct 
your  attention  solely  to  the  evidence,  by  which  alone  I  aih 
persuadied  your  verdk^  will  be  governed. 

It  is  the  more  necessary  that  you  should  be  upon 
your  guavd  in  this  respect,  from  eircumstances  which  are 
known  to  us  all.  It  is  matter  of  public  notoriety,  tbtft 
'Reports  hove  been  published  by  Secret  Committees  ap^ 
|K>ihted  by  both  Houses  of  Pailiament,  upon  questiona 
dosely  connected  with  the  present  charge;  these  Reports 
have  been  industriously  circulated  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  majT  have  met  your  attention.  It  is  well  known, 
tlttit  in  consequence  of  those  Reports,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act,  one  of  die  main  pillars  of  our  constitution,  and  the 
best  pnMectioa  of  th^  personal  liberty  of  the  subject,  has 
been  suspended.  I  beg  and  entreat,  that  you  Wffl  not 
fvffer  any  coniideratiDns,  arising  out  of  tfaoie  ReporU 
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and  circomitaoces,  to  influence  your  verdict  I  btielit 
.and  implore  you,,  caiefully  and  anxioualy,  to  dismiss  wil 
sndi  considerBtions  from  your  minds.  I  am  old  enough 
to:  recollect  that,  in. the  year  1794,  the  Trials  for  High 
Treason  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made  in  the  coutse  of  this  cause,  had  been  preceded  by 
stmilar  publications.-  I  well  remember,  the  Juries  who  sat 
upon  those  .celebmted  trials  were  cautioned  by  the  counsel 
.for  the  prisoners  (men  of  the  highest  eminence  and  talents) 
against  suffering  iheir  minds  to  be  biassed  by  thoeie 
Reports.  The  appeal  was  not  made  in  vain ; — the  Juries 
of  that  day  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  misled  by  in^ 
fluence  or  authority ; — they  directed  their  attention  to  the 
evidence  alone ; — and  they  ultimately  pronounced,  as  the 
lesuk  of  a  most  painful  and  laborious  investigation,  those 
verdicts  of  acquittal  which,  though  they  might  be  ca- 
villed Bl  by  some  interested  persons  at  the  time,  have, 
-i  will  take  upon  myself  confidently  to  assert,  been 
crowned  with  the  approbation  and  applause  of  every 
friend  to  the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  the  constitation  of 
4he  Country. 

There  is  another  consideration  wbjcb  I  shall  take  kave^ 
^t  the  outset  of  this  cause,  also  to  impress  upon  yourminds. 
Whatever  your  opinu>n3  may  be  with  respect  to  the  pri>- 
foner  at  the  bar ;  if  you  should  feel  that  he  has  miscon- 
jducted  himself  in  any  respect ; '  if  you  should  condemn,  aS 
you  must  do^jthose  riots  and  disorders  which  have  been 
committed ;  and  if  you  should  think  that  he  was  in  any 
jdegree  implicated  in  them; — still  I  am  sure  you  will  not 
suffer  these  considerations  so  to  operate  upon  your  mind% 
as  to  huny  yon  into  a  conclusion  of  guilt,  unless,  you  are 
fully  convinced  that.he  has  committed  that  precise  descrip* 
Uon  of  offence,  which  is  charged  against  him  upon  thk 
record. 
.   It  is  a^pidnGiplei  ^  the  cmmnal  law  of  England,  and 
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indeed  of  the  law  of  all  free  states,  that  every  species  of 
ofFeoce  should  be  defined  with  the  utmost  possible  precision, 
finty  tSentlemen,  if  this  be  a  principle  applicable  to  tb^ 
criminal  law  in  general,  it  applies,  as  yon  must  be  sensible, 
with  peculiar  force  to  the  crime  of  treason,  the  highest 
offence  of  which  the  law  takes  cognizance.  Here,  every 
thing  must  be  traced  out  and  defined  with  the  most  scrur 
pulous  accuracy,  with  such  clearness  and  precision  ts  to 
Tender  all  mistake  impossible,  and  that  every  person  impli^ 
cated  in  this  crime  may  at  once  know  the  full  measure  and 
extent  of  his  guilt.  The  severe  punishment  inflicted  upon 
this  offence,  the  details  of  which  are  too  dreadful  for  recital. 
Tenders  this  peculiarly  necessary.    It  is  rendered  still  more 
necessary  upon  another  account.    In  cases  of  this  nature, 
the  State  is  the  prosecutor ;  all  the  power  and  authority  and 
influence  of  Government  are  set  in  opposition  to  the  party . 
accused;    he  has  to  contend  against  all  the  first  legal 
knowledge  and  talents  of  the  country,  which  are  always 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Crown.    All  these  powers  are 
arrayed  against  him,  and  he  has  therefore  no  secure  defence, 
no  refuge,  except  in  the  precise  language  of  the  law;  in 
the  clear  and  accurate  description  of  the  offence ;  except 
in  finding  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  crime  so  mi- 
nutely traced  as  to  afford  no  opportunity  for  refinement, 
no  room  for  ingenious  speculation  or  for  plausible  and 
fallacious  argument.   The  charge  must  be  so  made  out, 
that  it  may  be  at  once  apparent  to  men  of  plain  and  ordi* 
nary  understandings,  that  he  either  has  or  has  not  com^- 
mitted  the  offence  with  which  he  stands  accused.  In  what 
I  am  now  saying,  I  am  not  speaking  my  own  language 
and  my  own  sentiments  alone,  1  am  repeating  the  langui^e 
and  the  sentiments  of  every  eminent  writer,  of  every  disr 
tinguished  lawyer  who  has  considered  this  subject.   Upon 
such  a  point,  where  there  is  so  complete  a  uniformity  and 
concuzience  of  sentiment,  it  is  difficult  to  select.  Mr.  Justice 
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Bladcslone  ohfierres,  speaking  of  the  crime  of  if 
5*  As  ibU  u  the  highest  ci^il  crime,  whiofa  (considered  at 
#  joember  of  the  community)  any  man  can  possibly  camr 
■Ht)  it  pttght  therefore  to  be  more  preciseiy  aacerttiinedi 
for  if.  the  crime  of  high  ixeason  be  indet»minate,  this 
alone  (says  the  President  Montesquieu)  is  sufficient  to 
mahe  any  gCKvemment  degenerate  into  arbitrary  power*?' 
Ani  here.  Gentlemen^  you  observe  Mr.  Jottice  Bladisttne 
cites  not  a  writer  upon  tWekw  of  England,  or  upon  this  or 
that  particular  code,  but  a  writer  upon  geseral  law,  iviag 
loo  in  an  arbitrary  state;  who  considered  this  questicm  as 
a  philosopher,  and  as  a  philosopher  came  to  this  necessary 
and  ine¥itable  conclusion.  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  pro*- 
oseds  thus,  ''  and  yet  by  the  ancient  common  law  there 
"was  a  great  latitude  left  in  the  tmast  of  the  Judges  to 
determine  what  was  treason  or  not,  so  whereby  the  cieatures 
of  tyrannical  princes  had  opportunity  to  create  abundance 
of  coastmctiye  treasons,  that  is,  to  raiae  by  forced  and 
as'biiia&y  censtructionay  offences  into  the  crime  and  ponislii- 
nient  of  treason^  which  n^er  were  suspected  to  be  suchu". 
You  will,  I  am  atire,  bear  these  principles  in  mind  tfaroi^^ 
out  the  vriiole  of  this  in^niry. 

The  foimdatioQ  of  the  law  of  treason^  as  it  at  pi^Sent 
stands,  is  die  Statute  of  25'Bdwaid  III^  to  which  such  fte* 
qaant  reference*  baa  been  made  m  the  course  of  this  trial. 
Before  the  passing  of  ^i  Statute,  as  it  appears  by  ths 
passage  ihaTc  just  cited  to  you^  the  law  of  treason  ws  ib 
ibe  extremest  degree  rague  and  undefined*  Accraaching 
upon  royal  power,  was  in  those  days  one  of  the  anal 
chaiges  of  treason.  A  charge  so  ambiguous  and  indster* 
ninate,  as  Lord  Hale  observes,  that  no  person  knew  what 
it  meant,  or  against  what  he  was  to  defend  hanadf.  That 
great  judge  and  constitotional  lawyer,  whom  to  nan»e  is 
to  honour,  after  citing  a  great  Tariety  of  other  mstaBfiia 
of  extraordinary  treasonn  which  escisted  in  tbose  days, 
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coodudtf  iQ  diei^  wotis,!*^  by  these  and  dfic.lifc«  kitlaneei 
that  migbt  be  given,  it  appears^  how  uncertain  and  arbitrary 
fbecrimmat  treasw  was  before  theStatnte  of  25  Edward  III^ 
wheiiaby  it  came  ta  peas,  that  almost  every  offence  tiiait 
was  or  seemed  to  be  a  breach  of  the  ftiith  and  allegiance 
doe  to  the  King,  was  by  eansttuction  and  conseqnettce  and 
inUrpreUiPhn,  raised  into  rtie  offence  of  high  treason.  It 
appears  tberefbrei  thai  previously  to  the  passing  of  the 
9ftato«e  <^  25  Edward  III/ almost  every  word  or  act  ibac 
night  gfte  olience  to  the  King,  or  to  the  ministers  of  an 
arbitrary  Qovemment,  was  by  construction  wrested  into 
the  crime  of  treason.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  potting  an 
ettd  to  themonstrous  evils  of  this  system^  that^  the  Statute  0f 
Edward  III,  wias  passed.  By  that  Act^  the  offences  which- 
oons«itute  high  treason,  w^e  for  the  first  time  precisely 
defined.  ''  To  compass  or  imagine  tlaiB  deadi  of  the  King/' 
Aat  is^  to  form  a  deliberate  design  of  taking  away  tlic 
King's  life,  is  declared  to  be  hi^  treason.  ''  To  levy  war 
against  the  Kkig  in  his  realm/'  this  also  aooording  €0  the 
Statue  of  Edward  II  I>  is  high  treason.  It  is  not  necessary 
fc^run  tiupoogh  the  other  treasons  contained  in  this  Statute, 
because  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  case. 
^  To  compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King."  ''  To 
le^y  war  against  the  King  in  his  realm/'  these  are  the  words 
tf  the  Statute;  they  are  so  plain  anddistinct,  that  it  wovld 
be  dfflkmlt  to  miatake  their  obvious  import,  and  of  whicb 
I  am.  persuade  you  will  never  lose  sight  in  the  progress  of 
tUs  investigationf 

But,  Gentlefflen^let  me  direct  your  attention  again  to 
Aiis  Act  of  Parliament;  so  absolutely  necessary  did  the 
Legislature  at  that  time  consider  it,  to  ^hrow  a  shield 
mound  the  subject,  in  the  casti  of  accusations  of  this  nature, 
that  Aey  went  out  of  thdr  way  to  do  that  which  1  believe 
is  not  found  in  any  other  Act  of  Parliament  in  oor  boobs, 
tliat  b  to  Mf^  to  the  nature  and  deseriptioa  of  the  prdof. 
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The  priAKiermUst  be  **pravabfy  atttinted  of  open  detch 
by  people  of  his  coaditioD ;"  these  are  the  words  of  the 
statute.  So  that  bj  this  memorable  law,  not  only  the 
offence  but  the  nature  of  the  proof  by  which  it  is  to  be 
established^  is  pointed  out  and  defined.  Upon  the  force  of 
these  words,  **  provabiy  attainted^**  Lord  Coke,  a  great 
prerogative  lawyer,  but  who,  when  he  retired  fiom  puUio 
life  and  compiled  works  in  his  closet  for  the  benefit  of  pos*^ 
teiity,  wrote  with  that  liberality  which  is  so  congenial  to^ 
the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  laboriously  coonn^its  in  the 
terms  already  stated  to  you  by  my  learned  friend.  *'  And  of 
this  be  provabiy  attainted  of  open  deed  by  people  of  their 
condition."  In  this  branch,  he  says,  four  things  are  to  be 
observed, — ^Rrst,  this  word  provabiy,  that  is,  upon  dir^t 
and  manifest  proof,  not  upon  conjectural  presumptions  or; 
inferences,  or  strains  of  wit,  but  upon  good  and  sufficient 
proof;  and  herein  he  says  (for  he  goes  on  with  a  ^>ecies  of 
wxions  tautology)  '^  the  adverb  (provablement)  prooaU^ 
hatha  great  force,  and  signifieth  a  direct  and  plain  pxoof ; 
which  word  the.  King,  the  Lords,  and  Commons  in  Parliar 
ment  did  use,  for  that  the  offence  was  so  heinous  and  waft 
so  heavily  and  severely  punished,  as  none  other  tlie  like^' 
and  therefore  the  offender  must  provabiy  be  attainted ; 
which  words,"  he  says,  ''^  are  as  forcible,  as  upon  dipe$fmid^ 
mamfeit  ptoof.  Note,  the  word  is  not  probably,  for  tbeiib 
commune  argumentum  might  have  served,  but  the  word  is 
provabiy  be  attainted/'  You  perceive,  therefore,  Gentle* 
men,  the  care  and  circumspection  of  the  L^slature;  firs^ 
that  the  offence  should  be  precisely  defined;  and  secondly, 
that  the.  mode  of  proof  should  be  of  ^he  most  plain  and 
direct  description ;  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  influence 
or  conjecture,  but  that  the  proof  should  be  such  as  not  to 
leave  a  shadow  of  doubi  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  to 
pronounce  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
Gentlemen^  this  statute  of  £dward  UL  has  always  bee» 
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eobsidered  a»  one  of' the  most  important  in  our  books- 
The  Parliament  in  which  it  was  passed,  was  called,  as 
^Lord-Coke  says,  *^  the  blessed  Parliament/'  for  having 
given  birth  to  so  admirable  a  law,  inferior,  as  he  observes, 
to  Magna  Charta  alone;  and  he  adds,  that  all  sabsequent 
Legislatures  who  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  it,  have 
agreed  in  magnifying  and  extolling  *^  this  blessed  ActJ' 
Yon  must  perceive  then,  Gentlemen,  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject ;  the  necessity  of  extreme  caution  and  at- 
tention with  respect  both  to  the  charge  and  the  proof,  and 
that  every  part  of  the  case  must  be  established  by  evidence 
of  the  plainest  and  the  most  demonstrative  character*. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  this  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
these  noble  provisions  that  were  made  for  securing  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  such  is  the  natural  tendency  of  all 
power  to  aim  and  labour  at  its  own  extension,  that  almost 
immediately  after  the  death  of  King  Edward  III.  a  great 
variety  of  new  treasons  were  introduced,  partly  by  the  cor- 
rupt decisions  of  the  tribunals  of  those  days,  and  partly  by 
the  subserviance  of  the  Legislature.  These,  however,  were 
4U  swept  away  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
and  the  law  brought  back  to  the  precise  standard  at  which 
it  had  been  fixed  by  statute  of  Edward  IIL  The  same  mis* 
chierous  course  was^  however,  after  a  short  interval  again 
pursued.  These  events  and  circumstances  afford  a  salutary 
warning.  They  shew  the  necessity  of  extreme  vigilance 
and  firmness  to  preserve  entire,  these. securities  which  have 
.  been  established  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties.  Foe 
DOtwitfaBtanding  the  Act  of  Henry  the  IVth,  by  which  the 
law  of  treason  was  brought  back  to  its  original  standanl, 
a  new  volume  of  treason  was  introduced  betweea  that 
period  and  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary,  more  ectravaganfr 
and  absurd,  if  possible,  than  any  which  had  preceded  them* 
Bat  these  were  at  lengdi  abrogated,  and  the  law  was  onca. 
more  restofed  to  its  true  standard.    Why,  Gentlemen^  do* 
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I  direct  your  attentioD  sa  mziouslj  to  this  part  of -ibe 
sabject ;  wby  do  I  pre«s  it  so  repeatedly  and  so  earnestly 
upon  you  f  Becaose  I  feel  how  important  it  is  to  the  de* 
ciaioo  of  thb  causey  how  important  it  is  in  a  constittilioaal 
view  of  tbeqaestion  ;  hecavAe  I  wish  to  impress  npon  yov 
the  necessity  of  bearing  in  your  minds,  to  the  end  of  the 
enquiry^  the  absolute  necessity  of  distinctness  and  pte* 
dsion,  both  as  to  the  offence  itself  and  as  to  the  evidence 
by  whidi  it  is  to  be  established,  against  the  party  accused. 

Now,  Gendemen,  let  me  tnm  yonr  attention  for  a 
moment  to  this  indictment.  It  coiisists  of  Four  Charges, 
and  I  really  cannot  forbear  repeating  what  my  friend  Mr^ 
Wetherdl  has  already  stated,  that  in  point  oi  length  it  is 
an  indictnse»twithootezample  in  the  history  of  the  ooumry; 
I  mean  witiiont  ex^a^  with  respect  to  indictments  iioa 
high  treason*  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  examine  and 
iaqaire,  and  I  have  not  fonnd  one  whidi  in  any  degree 
approaches  it,  m  point  of  extent  and  prolixity.  O^atie- 
men,  Mr.  Watson  is  charged,  first,  with  an  intention  to 
pat  the  King  to  death ;  secondly,  with  inteadiivg  to  deposo 
the  King ;  then  with  levying  war  agunst  the  King;  and 
lastly,  with  ecmipassing  and  intending  conspiiing  to  levy 
war  in  order  to  compel  the  King  to  change  bis  meesares* 
It  IS  neoessaiy,  in  indictments  for  treason,  that  th^  Aots 
meant  to  be  given  in  evidence,  and  insisted  npon  as  proof 
of  the  traitsofons  iatent,,  should  be  stated  npoi^  the  moid* 
These  are  called  overt  acts.  la  this  indictment  they  are 
fourteen  in  num^,  and  the  same  o^ert  acts  are  laid  in 
respect  of  each  charge.  What  does  the  Attorney  General 
tiieninfactsayf  1  shall  caB  npon  the  Jury  to  infer  from  theae 
aets*--wfaatf  First,  diat  the  prisoner  eompasaed  and  imagined 
the  death  of  thi  King ;  that  is,  to  pur  the  Kmg  to  death  { 
bat  this  he  4eeis  to  be  too  extratagant,  he  cannot  persnade 
himself  to  believe  that  the  Jnry  will  come  to  such  a<mi* 
dnaion?  he  thereforesays,  if  they  wQl  notdo  Aot  IrftoU 
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then  call  vpon  them  to  iafer  from  the  same  finctSi  tliat  the 
prisoner  coospired  to  d^Kise  the  JKing;  and  if  they  wili 
not  do  that,  I  shall  theo  oall  on  them  to  find  still  from  the 
tame  fioota^  that  he  conspired  to  levy  war  to  compel  the  King 
to  cfaaDge  his  measures.  Geotlemeo,  it  does^  I  confessy 
appear  to  me  from  this  indictment,  as  if  the  Crown  lawyers 
were  not  very  coofident  as  t6  any  one  of  the  charges,  but 
that  they  hoped  by  throwing  the  net  as  widely  as  possible, 
to  give  themselves  some  chance  at  least  of  catchbg  a 
verdict, 

.  But  let  ns  then,  Gentlemen,  consider  these  diffiesent 
charges.  The  first  charge  to  which  I  shall  direct  your  aft* 
lentioD,  is  that  of  actoally  levying  war  against  the  Kiag. 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  charge  will  involve  the  whole 
oase,fbr  if  yon  do  not  believe  that  war  was  actually  leried^ 
I'  think  yon  will,  upon  the  facts  of  this  case,  be  of  dpinim 
that  there  was  mo  conspiracy  to  levy  wmr  fior  any  of  tfao 
purposes  stated  upon  this  recoid.  Now,  Gendcmen,  1^  me 
ask  yon  this  pkna  question ;  yon  all  live  m  (his  metropolifr—^ 
yoa  were  all  acquainted  with  the  cheamstanoes  of  this  riot^ 
immediately,  or  at  least  within  twenty^foar  hours  after  tt 
had  uken  place ;  yoa  knew,  for  they  wens  stated  in  tfaa 
pidilic  papers,  every  fact  that  had  occurred*  I>id  it  thew 
•Ifike  aoy  one  of  yon,  or  can  yon  now  bring  yovmelvei,  as 
men  of  phdn  aod  soand  undeistaadingSy  lo  oonceive  that 
these  facts  amonoted  to  a  levyii^  war  agaiosc  die  King-^ 
a  iagraat  oivrl  war,  as  the  Attorney  Geaesal  has  styled  it  i 
What  amounts  to  a  kvying  war,  may  perhaps  be  difficolt 
to  deine.  It  depends  npon  a  variety  of  circumstances; 
Bnt  of  this  at  least  I  am  sve  you  feel  convinced,  that  the 
eircnmstaaces  which  ocetirred  in  tUs  instance,  do  not 
amount  to  a  levying  of  war ;  that,  in  {dain  understandiDg 
imd  according  to  the  asaa^  acceptation  of  terms,  it  was  not 
a  levying  of  war  against  the  Kij^» 

But  let  us  pioceed  a  step  fiurtber,  let  ua  iaqwire  what 
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was  the  opinion  of  the  Law  OflScera  of  the  Crown  upon  Ihe 
subject;  this  point  has  been  ably  discussed  by  my  learned 
£iend.  Ahnost  every  fact  proved  oo  the  piesent  trial,  with 
the  exception  of  the  circumstances  arising  oat  of  the 
evidence  of  Castle,  to  which  I  shall  hereafter  advert,  was 
known  to  them  within  a  few  hours  after  the  transaction  had 
taken  place*  They  knew  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
public,  all  tKose  ^rcumstances  of  outrage  which  have  been 
detailed  to  you  by  the  evidence  of  the  different  witnesses 
for  the  Crown ;  they  were  aware  of  the  placards  and  ad-* 
vertisements  by  which  the  meetings  had  been  convened ; 
they  knew  the  very  terms  of  the  speeches  delivered  by  the 
two  Watsons^  for  they  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Seotetary  of  State  by  Mr.  Dowling ;  they  knew  of  the 
waggon,  of  the  ammunition,  of  the  tri-coloured  flags,  of 
the  violence  at  Beckwith's,  of  the  affair  at  the  £xchange ; 
of  what  had  taken  place  in  the  Minories  and  at  the  Towen 
That  very  night  Mr.  Watson  was  apprehended,  the  papers, 
which  have  been  produced,  were  taken  from  his  pocket;  . 
the  lodgings  of  the  younger  Watson  were  examined  and 
ransacked  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  the  papers  and  draw* 
ings,  upon  which  so  much  observation  has  been  made, 
were  discovered*  AH  these  circumstances,  which  have 
been  so  much  insisted  upon,  were  well  known  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  its  advisers,  immediately  after  they  occurred. 
What  then  was  their  conduct  i  Did  they  consider  those 
facts  (for  I  am  now  considering  them  as  distinct  from  Hie 
evidence  of  Castle,  to  which  I  shall  hereafter  advert)  did 
they  consid^  them  as  constituting  a  levying  of  war  against 
^e  King  i  Did  they  apprehend  or  commit  the  prisoneh; 
npon  any,  such  charge,  oc  institute; a  course  of  inquiry, 
directed  to  this  object  ?  Quite  the  reverse.  Did  this  then 
arise  from  any  inattention  ^r  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  from  their  taking  only^a  general 
or  superficial  view  of  the  jcasef  No  such' explanation  .can 
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lie  given  of  their  coodact ;  the  particalars  of  the  dialttrb- 
anoe  were  iovesUgated  from  day  to  day,  and  from  hone  to 
hourj;.  ali  the  details  were  sifted  and  examined;  and  two 
different  prosecutions  wore  instituted  as  the  result  of  this 
investigation,  one  for  fel<»iy  and  the  other  for  a  misde* 
meanor ;  but  for  upwards  of  three  months,  and  until  a 
short  time  before  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpos 
Act,  they  never  dreamt  of  directing  a  prosecution  against 
these  prisoners  for  High  Treason.  What  is  the  inference 
then  that  we  are  to  draw  from  these  circumstances  i  why, 
that  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  did  not  consider  that 
the  facts  Which  were  publicly  known,  amounted  to  a  levy- 
ing  war  against  the  King.  The  previous  preparations,  the 
speeches,  the  flags,  the  acts  of  not  and  violence,  and  the 
xxther  circumstances  to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  they 
did  not  consider  as  a  levying  of  war,  or  they  did  not  pro* 
perly  discharge  their  duty  to  their  Sovereign,  by  the  course 
which  they  pursued ;  and  no  individuals  who  ever  filled  those 
Jiigh  situations,  were  less  likely. to  ha^e  been  negligent. of 
their  duty  than  the  persons  to.  whom  I  allnde^  AU  thit  I 
admit  is  independent  of  the  evidence  of  Cattle^  but  aste 
his  testimony  I  am.  quite  sure  you  will  not  give  cvedit  to  it 
for  a  moment,  you  will  expunge  it  from  your  n0tes>  yon 
will  effiEu^  it  from  your  recoUectic«,  No^  Gentlemen,  I 
am  doing  injustice  to  the  prisoner,  in  ealHng  upon  you  to 
blot  the  evidence  of  Castle  from  your  minds ;  I  am  weak- 
ening and  betraying  his  cause :  On  the  contraiy,  I  entveat 
and  implore  yon  to  impress  every  word  of  it  deeply  <m 
jronr  memories,  for  it  gives  a  stamp  and  a  character.to  Ai$ 
cause^  snch  as  I  dare  not  trust  myself  with  naming ;  but 
I  will  leave  it  to*  you  to  say  by  your  verdict,,  wha(  that 
cause  must  be  which  stands  in  need  of  snch  .evideiioe'f9f 
its  support*  .  .     : 

;Now^  Gentlemen,  let  us  pause  for  a  momeni^  and  Inquire 
what  levying  war  is.    Lord  Hale,  in  bis  ;ad|9icab|<^.  wcor^ 
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«pMi  the  Uw  of  treaBoo/fays^  *'  What  shall  be  a  le^vynig 
war,  isf  in  troth,  a  qaescion  of  fact ,  and  reqoirei  many 
<»vcunMttnoc0  to  give  it  that  denomiBation,  which  may  be 
dificalt  to  enumerate  or  to  define;"  it  is  a  qoettion  of 
het,  and  reqmtre^  many  circomstanoes  to  give  it  that  deno- 
minaiioB.  He  goes  on :  ''  One  species  oT  leryiag  war,  is 
eaqprassly  and  diiectly  against  the  King;''  as  raising  war 
against  the  King,  or  his  general  and  forces,  or  to-sarprtse 
or  injure  the  King's  person,  or  to  im{>rison  him,  or  to  go 
to. his  presence  to  enforce  him  to  remove  any  of  his 
ministers  orcooasellors,  and  the  like.^  These  are  instances 
of  a  direct  levying  of  war  i^nst  the  King;  hut  there  is 
also,  it  seems,  a  constrictive  levying  of  war.  Upon*  this 
point  I  entifety  concur  in  what  was  said  by  Lord  Kenyon, 
as  connsel  for  Lord  George  Goidon,  upon  his  trial,  that 
when  this  Act  of  Parliament,  the  statute  of  Edward  III, 
was  passed,  it  never,  I  believe,  occurred  to  the  Legisletnre 
of  those  days,  that  diere  conld  be  such  a  thing  as  a  oon- 
stractive  levying  of  war,  within  that  Act.  I  admit,  how- 
€ver>  that  there  are  certain  easeT  in  which  it  has  been  so 
decided ;  and  it  being  decided,  we  most  abide  by  them. 
But  let  «s  examine  for  a  moment,  atpd-see  what  they  are : 
i  hc^,  in  so  doing,  you  wiU  not  think  I  am  mmeoessarily 
oceopying  yonr  time;  for  it  is  most  material  duLt  we  should 
he*  priecist)  and  should  nnderstand  accurately  wfaail  the 
eha^  is  which  die  prisoner  is  called  npon  to  answer, 
and  what  is  Ae  law  as  appliddrie  to  such  charge. 

Itissaid,  if  there  be  a  nsing  for  the  purpose  of  pulling 
d€»w»alt  meeting*honsem  «s  of  throwing  open  all  inelosoKS, 
#ns^  OB  aeconnt  of  the  generality  of  liie  obfeot,  is  a  kvyw 
ing  of  WBT)  a  constructive  levying  of  War.  Yon  will 
ranember,  that  the  statute  of  Sdwmrd  III  makes  no  men*> 
tion  of  these  constructive  levyings  of  war.  How  then  did 
diey  originate  f  Yon  will  bo  surprised  to  learn,  that  the 
ifst  demskm  on  this  sob^eot^  and  upon  which  the  whofo  of 
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lUi  syttem  of  constructive  treaaon  is  bailt,  occurred  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  It  is  a  case  very  imperfectly  stated ; 
bnt  it  appears  to  have  been  determined,  that  a  general 
fisiag»ior  the  purpose  of  increasing  th^  wages  of  labooten^ 
was  ^  levying  war  by  construction.  But  when  was  thn 
case  de^ed  i  In  the  reign  of  the  most  aibitrary  momdi 
that  ever  sat  upon  the  throne  of  this  coontry ;  It  was  de^ 
cided  tooy  al  a  time  when  the  judges  were  in  a  state  of 
complete  subaervieaee  to  the  Crown;  when  they  were 
.  Jiable  to  be  removed,  upon  the  least  djapleasare  or  slightest 
caprice  of  the  King;  at  a  pieriod  when  it  was  not  unosnsi 
for  the  judges  to  be  sent  for,  and  to  confer  in  private  widi 
lh4  Sovereign^  in  any  pioeecattoo  in  which  he  took  aft. 
valQiest;  it  waa  decided  at  a<  tune  whett  it  was  the  practice 
U^  new«i|iodel  the  beoidB^  with  a  view  to  the  decision  of  any 
p^irtionlar  ^ueation ;  it  was  at  such  a  period  that  this  pna* 
cipte  of  levying  war  hy  construction,  was  introduced  and 
^Mablished-  Yon  will  not  thetofoie  coneeive  that  it  is 
entitled  to  any  great  respect. 

The  next  cmc  oocnrred  ia  the  prosferous  hot  arbiimiy 
reign  of  BUfabetb^  not  indeed  under  the  statute  of 
Edward  III,  bat  andv  a  tempc^ary  Act  pasaed  in  the  leigm 
of  that  Qneeni  and  upon  those  two  cases  ibm  doctrine  of 
levying  war  constmctivel^^  has  been  built« 

.3ujl  what  ia  the  language  of  Lord  Hale^  our  great  comr 
stUutMWM^  lighit  and  giud^  upon  Ae  law  of  treason :  in 
spieakiBg  upon  this  sotgect^  after  uftrriog  to  the  twocas^i 
which  I  hai;e  nwuitiooed,  he  says,  '*  These  ronlutioas  being 
UMute  w4«^ttled,  we  fonst.  aoquiesoe  in  d^Mi ;  hpt  in  b^ 
opinion^  if/  new  cases  happen  £ar  the  futoie  that  have  not 
Ha  express  res^lutioo  in  point,  nor  are  expressly  wilhia  the 
n^orda  of  %$  £Uz.  e.  Sr  though  they  msQir  seem  to  have  a 
gaxUy  of  jreasoox  it  is  the  safest  way,  and  most  agreeaMo 
to  the.  wisdom  of  the  great  Act  of  95  EUa.  o.  Sn  Av^t  to 
^midttbe  Parlimnont,  i)nd  bavA  their  dttiaanAmfmd  ^ 
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^my  wary,  in  maltiplTing  constnicUve  add  interpretative 
treaaoosi  for  we  knoir  aot  where  it  wiU  end." 
.  There  is  indeed.  Gentlemen,  another  case  that  occurred 
previoosly  indeed  to  that  work  of  Lord  Hale's,  but  which 
1  am  sure  npon  die  facts,  as  they  are  related  to  ns,  wiH 
be  considered  as  law.  It  is  a  case  of  a  great  number  of 
persons  tumultooosly  assembling,  one  of  them  with  a  dram, 
and  going  to  attack  the  palace  of  the  Archbishop  of  CaQ>- 
tierbury,  and  threatening  to  tear  him  to  pieoes;  Mn 
Josdce  Eoster,  in  his  valuable  work,  makes  various  con- 
jectoKS,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  reconcile  and 
.lexplain  this  case;  but  at  last  he  concludes  by  saying, 
.^  without  the  help  of  some  such  supposition,  I  see  nothing 
in  the  case,  as  stated  by  the  Report,  which  can  amount 
to  high  treason/'  In  fiict,  the  case  which  is  known  by  die 
•name  of  Benstead's  Case,  is,  from  these  and  other  ciicnn- 
^tanoes,  deserving  of  very  little  attention ;  it  occurred  in 
times  of  great  party  heat  and  violenoe,  just  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  and  at  a  period  when,  as  it 
is  well  known,  the  judges  were  in  a  state  of  complete  sub- 
serviency to  the  Crown.  It  is  impossible  therefore  from 
these  circnmstances,  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Foster, 
that  any  principle  can  be  safely  deduced  from  it. 

But,  Gentlemen,  if  we  are  compelled  to  admit  upon  die 
authority  of  these  cases,  and  of  two  or  three  others  of  a 
similar  description,  that  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  a 
levying  of  war  by  construction,  yet,  according  to  what 
Lord  Hale  has  said  in  the  passage  to  which  I  have  referred, 
those  cases  should  not  be  extended  and  applied  as  autliO' 
•riti^,  by  any  parity  of  reasoning,  where  the  circumstances 
are  not  precisely  similar.  "  We  must  be  wary,*'  these  arc 
'die  words  of  that  great  and  venerable  Judge,  and  the)r 
'cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  ^  in  multiplying  construe- 
^tiv(b  and  mterpretative  treasons,  for  we  know  not  where 
^  Witt  tads"    In  wtBi  these  cases  too^  of  levying  war  by 


521 

cotistnictioOf  you  will  observe  that  there  is  a  precise  and 
definite  object.  .  If  it  be  a  levying  war  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  oi>en  all  inclosures,  or  demolishing  all  meeting 
houses,  or  of  compelling  the  repeal  of  any  particular  laW| 
the  object  is  distioctly  defined.    There  is  nothing  of  this 
nature  in  the  present  case,  and  therefore  the  circumstances 
and  the  principles  of  those  decisions  are  wholly  inappli- 
cable    What  then  is  the  question  which  you  are  to  try? 
Not  whether  these  parties  have  been  guilty  of  a  riot,  which 
by  construction  is  to  be  interpreted  and  magnified  into  a 
levying  of  war,  but  whether^  and  in  what  I  now  state  I  ani 
sure  I  shall  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  their  Lordships^ 
whether  they  were  actually  engaged  in  a  levying  of  war 
for  the  purpose  and  in  the  prosecution  of  an  intention  of 
overturning  the  State^  and  destroying  the  whole  frame  of 
the  Government,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  stated  by. 
the  Attorney  General.     If  you  believe  that  war  was  levie4 
as.  the  result  of  a  previous  conspiracy,  with  the  view  and 
object  and  for  the  purpose  M'hich  I  have,  stated,  then  yoa 
may  find  the  prisoner  guilty ;.  but  if  you  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  this  was  a  mere  tumult  artd  riot  (however  violent  and'  . 
criminal)  without  any  specific  design,  with  a  view  to  un« 
defined  mischief,  and  not  aiming  at  the  overthrow,  of  the 
Government  of  the  country,  which  is  too  ludicrous  and 
^surd  for  serious  coosideration,  you  will  say  that  the 
case  is  not  made  out  against  him,  and  prononnce  that  he- 
is  not  guilty  of  this  charge.    That,  Gentlemen,  then  is  the 
issue  which  you  are  to  try. 

Let  us  then  cousider  the  case  in  this  view.    The  charge, 
against  the  prisoners  is,  that  they  levied  war  against  the 
King,  for  the  purpose  and  in  prosecution  of  a  design,  and. 
with  the  expectation  and  hope,  of  overturning  theGovern**; 
ment..  This  is  supposed  and  confidently  asserted  tob&ye- 
been  the  object  of  these  conspirators-;  but  mark  their  con* 
duct,  and  see  whether  it  can  be  rc^^pnciled  with  this  ex- 
Vol.  IL  X 
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tiEvagant  supposition.  There  had  been  a  preyioiis  moetitig 
at  Spa^fields  on  the  15th  o(  November;  foqrteM  days 
notice  was  given  of  the  second  or  adjoinrued  meeting; 
every  publicity  was  given  to  it,  and  eveiy  step  taken  to 
arouse  the  vigilance  and  awaken  the  alarm  of  Government, 
and  these  parties  are  therefore  supposed  to  faav«  formed 
a  design  to  overturn  the  Government,  and  to  have  kvied 
war  for  that  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  taken 
pains  to  put  them  upon  their  guard  in  order  that  they 
might  be  prepared  to  oppose  them.  Is  tliere  any  sense  in 
such  a  supposition;  can  you  believe  so  improbable  a 
fiction.  They  must  have  known,  as  the  fact  turned  out, 
that  the  whole  rmlitary  force  of  the  country  would  be  in 
a  state  of  preparation  for  the  purpose  of  oppqsing  them ; 
kbat  troops  would  be  drawn  to  the  metropolis ;  that  artil* 
leiy  wouki  be  collected ;  that  the  whole  civil  power  would 
be  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  their  design ; 
and  yet  you  are  to  suppose  diat  they  who  intended  by 
force  of  arms  to  subvert  the  whole  Government,  have  given 
public  notice  to  that  very  Government  (as  if  by  way  of 
challenge  and  defiance)  to  be  prepared  to  meet  them. 
How  do  you  reconcile  these  things  ?  Are  you  to  suppose 
them  idiots  as  well  as  traitors,  uniting  the  extreme  of 
folly  with  the  extreme  of  wickedness.  I  am  persuaded 
you  i^ill  feel  that  this  conduct  is  not  to  be  explained,  ex^ 
cept  by  disbelieving  that  they  entertained  the  criminal 
projects  which  are  imputed  to  them. 

But  it  is  said.  Gentlemen,  these  are  desperate  men,  and 
that  desperate  men  will  engage  in  desperate  enterprises  ; 
that  they  not  unfiequently  overlook  the  intermediate  dif- 
ficulties in  the  eagerness  with  which  they  pun^uc  their  ulti« 
mate  object.  This  is  a  sort  of  moral  apothegm,  thrown 
o«t  by  the  Attorney  General.  Be  it  so ;  but  do  thty  make 
choice  of  difficulties,  as  if  for  the  pleasure  of  overooming 
them  i    Despemte  men  do  not  puvsae  that  oonrse.    I>6S^ 
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perftte  ttieo  may  in^d  he  dr^wn  into  dituatiobsi  ih  which 
they  are  i^ottipell^  at  otice  to  act;  but  here  they  hav« 
Ihem^elvet  treated  the  difficulty,  and  by  their  oWU  voluri^ 
tary  act  prepared  the  obstructions  to  their  supposed  de- 
iign.  It  IB  they  who  gave  notice  to  itiinisters  \  it  is  they 
who  armed  Government,  and  put  it  in  a  Complete  state  of 
preparation.  They  mtist  have  foreseen  all  this  Is  it  pos^ 
aibk  then  to  reconcile  their  conduct  with  what  U  imputed 
to  them  ?  Is  it  possible  after  this  to  believe,  that  they  had 
ibrmed  a  deliberate  plan  of  waging  War  against  the  King 
on  the  second  of  December,  for  the  purpose  of  disbcating 
and  destroying  the  whole  State  and  Government  of  this 
country?  For  that  is  the  offence  which  the  prosecutors 
charge  against  the  prisoners ;  that  is  the  design  which  they 
impute. 

And  here,  Gentlemen,  let  me  again  remind  you,  that  it 
is  not  because  a  riot  has  been  committed^  because  there 
have  been  tumults,  and  violence  and  outrage,  that  tber^ore 
war  has  been  levied.  In  order  to  constitute  a  levying  of 
war,  there  mast  have  been  a  deliberate  purpose  and  design^ 
such  as  i  have  before  stated.  I  will  not  again  allude  t<> 
cases  of  constructive  levying  of  war;  but  tWs  is  the  vital 
principle  which  is  essential  to  constitute  the  crime  of 
high  treason.  There  are  many  instances  of  riots  infinitely 
more  mischievous  and  destructive  than  those  which  we  are 
now  considering,  and  which  were  never  supposed  to  amount 
to  tneason.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  Wetherell,  alluded  to 
some  of  them  yesterday,  and  no  instance  can  be  stronger 
or  more  striking  than  that  of  Lord  (George  Gordon.  Yoti 
recollect,  no  doubt,  the  history  of  those  disturbwices; 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  men  marching  in  columns,  with 
colours  and  military  music^up  to  the  doors  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  afterwards  keeping  possession  of  the  capital 
for  a  fortnight  together.  Were  there,  Gentlemen^  any 
pfoseCtttions  for  high  treason  grounded  upon  those  riots. 

?^2 
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With  the  single  cxceptioa  of  Lord  George  Gordon  him- 
self,  to  which  case  I  shall  presently  refer,  there  were  none^ 
mischievous  and  abominable  as  those  riots  were,  for  they 
wanted  the  essential  principle  of  treason;  a  fixed,  predse, 
and  determinate  object.    It  was  not  because  diey  wer^ 
not  mischievous  ;  it  was  not  because  they  were  not  produc- 
tive of  great  and  incalculable  evil ;  but  because  they  wanted 
this  principle,  the  essential  characteristic  of  treason.    Lord 
George  Gordon  was,  indeed,  tried;  but  he  was  acquitted; 
because  however  improper  and  mischievous  his  conduct, 
the  juiy  were  of  opinion,  and  it  was  put  foirly  to  them  by 
Lord  Mansfield,  that  he  had  no  treasonable  object  in  view. 
The  statute  of  Edward  VL  has  been  referred  to  by  my 
learned  friend  Mr.  Wetherell.     Look  at  the  language  and 
provisions  of  that  statute,  and  observe  what  enormous  and 
mischievous  riots  may  exist,  without  their  amounting  to 
the  crime  of  high  treason.    Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  refer- 
ring to  the  statute  of  Edward  VI.  and  other  acts  which  he 
mentions,  observes,  **  that  these  statutes  specified  and  par- 
ticularized the  nature  of  the  riots  they  were  meant  to  sup- 
press ;  as  for  example,  such  as  were  set  on  foot  with  inten- 
tion to  offer  violence  to  the  Privy  Council,  or  to  change  the 
laws  of  the  kingdtnn,  or  for  certun  other  specific  purposes. 
In  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  these  offences  were  made  high 
treason,  by  a  statute  passed  in  the  reign  of  that  monarch. 
Now,  if  they  were  made  high  treason  by,  that  statute,  it  is 
clear  they  were  not  high  treason  before ;  that  they  were  not 
high  treason  under  the  statute  of  25  Edward  III.    But 
this  statute  of  Edward  VI.  has  been  long  since  repealed^ 
and  those  riots  and  oflFences,  which  were  declared  by  the 
statute  of  Edward  VI.  to  be  treason,  have  by  subsequent 
acts  been  made  felony. 

The  riot  act  has  also  been  referred  to.  That  statute  w&s 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  according  to  the 
preamble  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  rebellious  riots  and 
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tumults. .  These  are  the  words :  *'  Whereas  of  late,  many 
rebellious  riots-  and  tumults  have  been  in  divers  parts  of 
this  kingdom^  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and 
the  endangering  of  his  Majesty's  person  and  Government, 
and  the  same  are  yet  fomented  by  persons  disaffected  to  bis 
Majesty;  presuming  so  to  do,  for  that  the  punishment 
provided  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  are  not  adequate  to 
such  heinous  offences ;  and  by  such  rioters  his  Majesty 
and  Iris  administration  have  been  most  maliciously  and 
falsely  traduced,  with  an  intent  to  raise  divisions,  and  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  Majesty;' 
therefore  for  the  preventing  and  suppressing  of  such  riots."  ' 
What  riots  and  tumults  ?  Rebellious  riots  and  tumults. 
So  that  even  rebellious  riots  and  tumults  may  take  place,  as 
appears  by  this  act,  without  the  parties  being  implicated 
in  the  crime  of  treason.  It  is  not  thei-efore  merely  the 
mischievous  and  destructive  nature  or  character  of  the  riot, 
that  constitutes  the  crime  of  treason  ;  but  it  must  have  a 
distinct  object ;  there  must  in  this  case  be  proof  of  an 
intention  and  plan  to  subvert  the  State  and  Government  of 
the  country ;  and  if  that  is  not  made  out,  no  case  of  high 
treason  is  established  against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  stated,  and  perhaps  too  often,  what 
the  question  is ;  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  this  case, 
not  only  to  establish  that  disorder,  outrage  and  tumult' 
have  been  committed,  but  that  it  was  in  prosecution  of  a 
settled  purpose  of  overturning  the  Government.  That  is 
the  proposition  I  have  laid  down  ;  that  is  the  proposition 
to  which  I  beg  leave  continually  to  recur;  for  it  is  by  re- 
ference to  that  proposition  that  this  cause  must,  I  appre* 
prehend,  be  decided.  Now,  let  us  recolltot  for  a  moment, 
and  see  upon  what  this  supposed  conspiracy  rests;  where 
is  the  evidence  of  it,  and  upon  what  does  it  depend  i  You 
find  it  in  the  testimony  of  Castle,  and  in  the  testimony  of 
Castle  alone.    Blot  ont  the  evidence  of  Castle  from  your 
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QOteftj  and  there  is  no  pioof  of  any  previona  contpixacy 
^ipg  formed  for  tbe  objects  stated  by  the  Auorney  Ge- 
neral. Blot  out  tbe  evidence  of  Castki  bat  which  I  re* 
peat,  I  wish  not  to  be  expunged ;  let  it  renain  as  a  salu- 
Iwy  cautionj  as  a  light  and  guide  to  you  in  this  inquiry ; 
let  it  be  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  and  the  cloud  by  day, 
to  dirsct  your  coarse  through  this  long  and  interminable 
vaste  of  evidence  \  but  blot  out  his  evidence,  and  there  is, 
literally  and  strictly,  no  proof  of  this  supposed  conspiracy. 
It  i«  said,  an  accomplice  may  be  a  witness ;  I  do  not  dis* 
pute  it.  An  accomplice  may  be  a  witness ;  even  uncon- 
fifmed,  be  is  a  witness  competent  to  be  heard.  A  witness 
of  the  most  infamous  character,  unless  he  has  heeo  actur 
tually  convicted  of  certain  specific  crimes,  and  the  record 
is  brought  into  Court,  may  indeed  be  heard ;  but  it  is  for 
yon.  Gentlemen,  to  determine  what  degree  of  credil  you ' 
will  give  to  bis  evidence.  XiCt  him  be  heard ;  let  him  be 
ejamined  \  I  thank  them  for  calling  this  witaeas ;  I  thank 
them  for  submitting  him  to  the  admirable  cross  elimin- 
ation of  my  learned  friend;  I  thank  them  for  stopping 
certain  subjects  of  inquiry ;  all  this  must  satisfy  you,  thai 
no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  his  testimony.  I  am  sure, 
thai  if  th^  were  a  case  not  of  the  immense  importance 
which  H  ia ;  but  if  it  were  a  suit  instituted  to  decide  the 
smallest  question  of  civil  right,  that  you  would  not  attend 
or  give  the  slightest  credence  to  such  evidence.  But  in  a 
ce36  of  thia  nature  and  of  this  magnitude,  in  a  criminal 
case,  in  a  case  of  treason,  in  a  case  of  the  highest  desc;rip« 
tion  of  crime,  and,  with  reject  to  its  inflictions  and  peoal- 
tieSy  the  severest  that  the  law  lecognises ;  in  a  case  of  hi|^ 
treaiQi^  I  say,  to  build  your  decision  upon  evidence  of  this 
character,  upon  such  a  witness,  and  such  a  treacherous 
^iMmdatioOy  is  it  possible  that  my  fkienda  on  the  other  aide 
can  expect  it ;  i$  it  pos«ible  that  thcjy  can  hope>  or  even, 
with  for  it.    Can  you  beliere  tl^it  ^y  could  have  known 
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the  previous  conduct  and  character  of  this  man,  vrhen  they 
brought  him  into  Court.  It  would  be  an  iqsult  to  ypi^r 
understandings ;  it  would  be  an  outrage  to  .common  sensQ  \ 
a  mockery  of  justice,  to  suppose  that  the  smallest  degreq 
of  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  such  evidence. 

But  it  is  said  th^t  he  is  confintned »  and  heeaup^  he  i|  cour 
firmed  in  some  facts,  you  ar^  therefore  to  believe  him.in  i^A 
rest.    This  is  a  position  which  lawyers  are  in  the  habit  oif 
stating  in  a  very  unqualified  manner ;  but  it  is  not  a  posi- 
tion which  can  be  maintained  to  this  extent,  according  to 
any  principle  of  common  sense.    There  is  no  man  whor 
tells  a  long  and  complicated  story,  like  that  which  you; 
have  heard,  who  may,  and  must  not  of  necessity,  be  <taiir 
Arnied  in  many  parts  of  it    The  witness  was  upwarda  of 
eight  hours  in  giving  his  evidence,  and  of  coarse  stated, 
many  fact8>  whi^  do  man  denies,  which  have  been  in  alib 
the  newspapers  for  weeks  and  for  months  past ;  and  be«- 
cause  he  is  (confirmed  in  certain  particulars,  you  are  there*.- 
fore  required  to  believe  the  whole  of  his  story  to  be  triie« 
Is  this  a  proposition  to  he  insisted  upon  i   Can  it  for  su 
moment  be  maintained  to  this  extent,  and  in  this  broad^ 
aidMl unqualified  way?    But,  Grendemen,  every  professioa 
and  science  has  its  phrases ;  the  necessary  qnalifieations. 
are  by  degrees  lost  sight  of,  and  the  worst  errors  are  thtt» 
introduced.    Let  us  then  look  at  the  misduef  of  this  doc- 
trine, and  see  the  evils  and  injustice  that  have  arisen  out  of 
it.    The  Qolorious  Titus  Oates,  the  witness  for  the  Crown 
in  the  trials  founded  upon  the  Popish  Plot,  in  the  reign  of 
CiMurles  the  Second ;  that  most,  infamous  and  perjured 
wretch,  who  was  afterwards  convicted  of  perjury  for  hia 
evidence  upon  those  trials,  asd  suffered  the  punishment  of 
the  law  for  bis  erime^  was  confirmed  in  his  testimony  is 
amy    most   important  particulars.    Unfortunately,  the 
juries,  misled  in  those  times  of  heat  and  party  animosity, 
w^aoe  prevailed  upon  to  bdieve  him^  and  many  unhappy 
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persons  suffered  is  cooseqaence  the  extreme  panbhment 
of  the  law;  and  murders  were  committed,  under  the  foitns 
of  justice,  in  consequence  of  the  reliance  placed  upon  the 
frail  and  fallacious  testimony  of  a  man  of  that  descriptiou. 
You  perceive,  then.  Gentlemen,  the  danger  of  this  doc* 
trine ;  and  that  it  is  not  because  a  man  is  confirmed  ia 
oercain  circumstances  that  you  can  safely  believe  him,  as 
to  other  facts  where  that  confirmation  is  wanting. 

What  is  the  character  of  falsehood  ?  who  has  lived  in  the 
world,  and  have  at  all  examined  th^  operations  of  the  hu« 
nan  heart  and  mind,  who  does  not  know  that  this  is  the 
usoal  and  proper  character  of  falsehood — that  it  does 'not 
wholly  invent-^alsehood  engnifts  itself  upon  truth,  and 
by  that  artifice  misleads  and  deceives — truth  is  exaggerated 
-—things  that  exist  are  discoloured  or  distorted — these  are 
the  usual  operations  of  falsehood :  this  is  a  part  of  its 
nature,  its  address  and  dexterity.  It  arises,  therefore,  out 
of  the  very  nature  of  perjury,  that  it  must  be  confirmed  to 
a  certain  extent;  and  it  is  because  there  is  confirmation  in 
certain  particulars,  to  whidi  particulars  I  shall,  by*and-by, 
take,  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  attention,  that  you  are 
gravely  required  to  believe  the  whole  of  the  miserable 
fictions  with  which  you  have  been  insulted  in  the,evidence 
of  this  abandoned  wretch. 

But  let  us  look  with  a  little  more  accuracy  to  the  shades  * 
and  distinctions  upon  this  material  point.  I  beg  you  to 
follow  me;  for  it  is  most  important,  according  to  my  ap- 
prehension of  the  question.  A  man  may  be  seduced  into  the 
commission  of  an  offence,  who  had  previously  maintained 
a  good  chanacter;  he  niay  repent  of  his  crime^  and  gire 
information,  and  then  come  into  Court  as  a  witness.  If  the 
story  which  he  tells,  is  found  to  be  probable;  if  he  is  not 
only  uncontradicted  in  any  facts,  bat  is  confirmed  in 
essential  particulars;  if  there  are  no  circumstances  of  sufr* 
picion  arising  out  of  the  situation  in  which  he  stands. 
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a  jury  may,  powibly^  upon  such  evidence,  be  justified  in 
finding  a  verdict  of  guiky.  1  repeat  it,  .that  if  the  previous 
character  of  tlie  man  were  good  ;  that  if  the  story  he  tells 
18  probable;  if  it  is  not  proved  to  be  false  rn  any  part  of  it; 
if  be  is  confirmed  in  essential  particulars,  and  there  are  no' 
circumstances  of  suspicion  arising  out  of  the  persons  with 
whom  he  is  connected^  and  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  theit 
the  jury  may  give  credit  to  his  evidence.  Let  us  tbeo 
examine  the  case  of  Castle  by  these  tests.  If  you  should 
think  I  go  into  this  at  too  great  lenth,  I  trust  you  will 
excuse  me,  in  consideration  of  the  great  interest  the  pri- 
soner has,  which  the  country  has,  and  every  one  of  us  haa 
in  the  event  of  this  inquiry.  What  is  the  character  of  thi» 
man  ?  need  I  enter  into  the  disgusting  detail  of  his  crimes  f 
need  I  repeat  the  circumstances  which  have  been  already 
disclosed  to  you?  need  I  do  more  than  recal  to  yotu^ 
recollection  the  emotions  that  you,  and  the  whole  audience 
experienced,  during  the  progress  of  his  examination? 
I  should  weaken  the  impression  by  referring  to  particulars. 
I  will  undertake,  however,  to  state  as  the  general  result  of 
the  whole,  that  a  character  more,  infamous,  more  false,  less 
entitled  to  credit,  from  the  particular  description  and  ten- 
dency of  his.  villainy,  never  was^  brought  as  a  witness. into 
a  court  of  justice :  such  is  the  general  character  of  the 
man;  this  is  not  a  single  error  which  he.  is, desirous  of 

retrieving ;  he  is  a  long  and.  practised •  I  do  not  like 

to  use  bard  terms,  but  upon  this  occasion,  I  may  say  he  is 
1^  inactised  and  consunmiate  villain.  I  hope  I  do  not.go 
beyond,  or  revolt  your  feelings,  by  such  an  expression.  So 
much  as  to  the  first  test.  His  previous  character  renders 
any  reliance  upon  his  evidence  absolutely  impossible. 

Mow  let  ns  examine  his  ^^tory.  1  have  said  I  would  not 
enter  into  the  details  of  his  character;  I  may  say  the  same 
as  to  the  wretched  tale  which  be  has  tokl.  Do  you  put 
^th  in  any  part  of  his  evidence,  as  to  this  supposed  ploi^ 
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have  you  the  credulity  to  believe   so  extravagant  and 
nonstrons  a  fiction,  as  that  of  barricadiag  and  defeoding 
thu  great  metropolis  with  hackney  coaches,  picked  up  at 
midoigbt,  and  a  dnmken  mob  casuaHy  collected  at  the 
aane  boor.    This  extraordinary  miliury  and  naval  enter- 
priae  i»  «o  wild,  so  visionary,  so  utterly  baseless,  that  it 
wmld  destroy  the  credit  of  a  witness  of  even  tolerable 
>e»pectabUi<y ;  but  when  you  find  a  story  of  this  kind  told 
y<Mi  by  a  per»on  of  the  character  of  Castle,  building  this 
ioipoeMUe  tale  on  the  fonodation  and  rotten  base  of  extteoke 
villainy,  does  my  learned  friend  expect  that  you  can,  for 
a  «omeBt,  give  credit  to  it,  or  find  that  such  a  conspi/aey 
«»er  anted.    Do  I  put  it  too  strongly  to  yoa  i   I  wi^ 
I  ee«ld  stat«  it  with  half  the  strength  with  which  I  think 
I  fad  it.    But  the  prisoner,  in  selecting  me  aa  one  of  hia 
eeoBscl  apoa  this  occasion,  gives  the  strongest  evidence  of 
Ae  eoavictioB  he  feeb  of  the  strength  of  his  cause.    He 
miat  have  known  that  I  possessed  no  powers  of  eloquence, 
and  Utde  of  the  sktU  of  an  advocate ;  he  must  have  known 
that  I  eould  only  proceed  in  a  straight  forward  cootse, 
pufBuiog  the  subject  in  a  plab  way.    I  an  quite  satisfied, 
however,  that  you  go  akmg  with  me  in  feeling  that  the 
cvideoee  of  sach  a  conspiracy,  of  such  a  pbt,  resting  npoA 
the  faith  of  such  a  nm*  as  Castle,  is  not  for  a  moment 
anlitted  to  cicdit. 

Aaotfam  prineiple  and  test  which  I  have  stated  to  yon 
is,  that  the  witaeas  must  not  be  coatradioted  in  any  mate^ 
rial  facts.  Apply  this  to  the  case  of  the  witness  Castle 
Is  he  not  prewd  to  have  stated  that  which  is  false  in  auoy 
pwtWBlars  ?  You  have  heard  the  story  tdd  by  Mr.  Hunt 
to-day.^  Has  not  Mr.  Hunt  satisfied  you,  that  this  man 
has  s«»om  to  fidseheods  in  things  in  which  he  could  not  be 
»iMafce»?  Has  not  Mr.  Hunt  satisfied  you,  that  tbcw 
^•bteotionon  the  part  of  Castle  to  entrap  hiiA  iat» 
tbeoommiwioB  of  seme  dfam,  by  whith  fa«  might  be 
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rMdered amtnaUe  to  the  lavs?  Castle  told  you  (and  the 
questioas  were  put  most  distiactly  hy  my  learned  friend), 
that  the  beahh  of  the  King  was  not  givfsn  at  the  dinner  in 
BQvverie*8treet«  This  did  not  pass  over  6ippantly»  The 
question  was  put  .again  aod  again  by  my  learned  friend, 
to  him ;  his  attention  was  drawn  disAinctly  to  the  fact,  and 
he  did  in  the  most  positive  terms  (not  saying  he  did  not 
recollect;  that  he  did  not  believe)  but  he  did  in  the  most 
positive  terms  swear,  that  it  was  not  given.  Mr.  Hunt 
says  it  was  given,  and  he  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Bryant. 
Casde  therefore  in  this  point  is  most  directly  and  flatly 
contradicted.  Bat  a  man  may  possibly  forget  a  siif  gle  cic-* 
cumstance:  let  us  therefore  proceed.  A  conversation 
about  soldiers  took  place ;  he  told  you  in  his  evidence  that, 
no  such  conversation  passed.  Mr.  Hunt  tells  you^  and 
Mr*  Bryant  confirms  it,  that  there  was  a  most  marled  con- 
versation about  the  soldiersi  one  which  led  Mr.  Hui^t  to 
interfere;  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct ;  that 
he  read  him  a  kind  of  moral  or  political  lecture  upon  the 
subject.  Here  we  find  him  again  contradicted  on  matter 
that  is  most  important.  We  are  trying  bis  credit*  if  it  is 
possible  to  try  the  question  of  the  credit  of  such  a  witness, 
I  wish  to  try  it  in  every  shape,  by  which  truth  is  to  be 
ascertained  and  falsehood  detectedi 

Then,  Gentlemen,  he  said  he  did  not  either  fall  to  sleep 
in  the  room,  or  pretend  to  fall  to  sleep.  The  question  was 
put  in  such  a  way  by  my  learned  friend,  that  he  could 
not  be  mistaken ;  his  attention  was  directed  to  it  over  and 
over,  and  over  again*  He  is  a  third  tinie  contradict^. 
Mr*  Hunt  has  told  you,  that  he  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
so BHich asleep,  that  it  was  iuApossible  to  awaken  him; 
that  he  was  pretending*  as  he  thought,  for  some,  private 
purpose  of  his  own,  to  be  asleep  ;  that  Mr.  Hunt  tri^  to  ' 
arouse  hiion,  ao^  that  he  struck  him  a  violent  blow  for  that 
paipQi^i  SA  that  this  man  who  >  oat  to  be  believed^ 
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accorditig  to  the  admission  on  the  other  side,  unless  be 
is  confirmed  in  his  evidence^  is  directly  contradicted^  and 
proved  to  have  told  yon  upon  his  oath  that  which  is  untrae 
in  repeated  instances.  He  is  contradicted  also  as  to  the 
conversation  about  the  French  prisoners.  I  am  not  select* 
ing  casual  things  which  made  no  impression,  but  things  oF 
importance,  to  which  his  mind  was  eirpressly  directed  in 
the  eourse  of  the  examination.  My  learned  friends  re- 
mind me  of  another  circumstance,  about  his  being  turned 
out  of  the  room,  or  threatened  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
room ;  that  most  positively  and  peremptorily.  It  is  proved 
by  Mr.  Hunt,  and  I  believe  also  by  Mr.  Bryant,  that  be 
was  threatened  to  be  turned  out  of  the  room,  in  conse- 
quence' of  the  gross  impropriety  of  bis  expressions  and 
conduct. 

But,  Gentlemen,  these  things  are  slight  and  trivial^ 
when  compared  with  the  infamy  of  the  circumstance  to 
which  I  shall  beg  now  to  direct  your  attention.  They  show 
indeed,  that  he  has  no  regard  for  the  obligi^tion  of  an 
oath,  and  that  you  can  place  no  secure  reliance  on  his  testi- 
mony. But  recollect.  Gentlemen,  that  remarkable  interview 
between  Mr.  Hunt  and  Castle,  on  the  2d  of  December. 
I  beg  to  recal  the  circum'stances  of  that  part  of  the  case 
distinctly  to  your  minds.  How  does  it  stand  F  Castle  had 
been  at  the  Tower;  he  knew  the  actual  state  of  the  Tower ; 
he  was  going  back  to  Spa-fields;  he  met  Mr.  Hunt;  he 
told  Mr.  Hunt  that  the  Tower  had  been  in  his  possession, 
or  in  the  possession  of  his  friends  for  an  hour,  and  begged 
him  to  return  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  in 
that  project.  He  denied  most  positively  and  most  peremp- 
torily when  the  questions  were  put  to  him,  that  any  con- 
versation of  that  kind  passed  with  Mr.  Hunt.  It*  was  put 
by  my  learned  friends  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  diat  there ' 
might  be  no  reserve,  no  subterfuge,  nothing  from  which  he 
could  withdraw  himself;  he  denied  it  most  peremptorily 
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and  mpst  positively^  io  every  shape  in  which  the  quear 
tion  was  pr/eseHted  to  his  mind.  Now,  what  does  Mr. 
Hunt  say  ?  He  swears  all  this  took  place ;  he  sti^tes  it .  to 
you  in  the  most  distinct  terms.  Remember,  Gentlemciip 
I  am  now  talking  only  of  contradiction ;  I  am  not  advert- 
ing to  the  malignity  of  the  motives  of  .Castle ;  if  I  were  to 
toach  upon  that  topic,  upOn  the  fiendrlike  and  detectable 
disposition,  and  Views  which  he  appears  to  have  entertained 
towards  Mr.  Hunt,,  and  his  wish  to  entrap  and  eosQaie 
him  into  the  commission  of  crimes,  in  order  that  he  might 
make  him  his  victim.; — a  conduct  which  h^  has  practised 
towards  some  of  the  persons  now.atanding  before  the  coun- 
try for  their  deliverance ;  that  alone  is  a  circumstance 
which  deprives  him  of  all  confidence  and  all  title  to.  credit^ 
before  any  rational  tribunal  in  any  civilized  community. 

But,  Gentlemen,  let  us  pass  on :  there  is  anodier  test 
which  I  have  submitted  to  your  consideration  as  applicable 
to  cases  of  this  kind,  namely,  whether  the  party  stands  in 
circumstances  of  suspicion .  at  the  time,  be  is  giving  .his 
evidence.  In  what  situation  does  Ca«tie  stand  at  thb 
moment,,  according  to  his  own  representation  i  He  is  ifk 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  police;  the  police  of  Bow- 
street;  the  police  of  that  office  of, which  the  notorious 
Vaughan  and  his  associates  were.meinbers.  He  is  clothed 
by  them,  he  is  fed  by  them,  he  goes,  about  to  collect 
evidence  with  them.  He  states  .that  money  was  given  to 
him  to  enable  him  to  send  his  wife  into  Yorkshire,  for  some 
purpose  which  he  does  not  choose  to  communicate;  he 
refuses  to  inform  us  what  the  motive  was;.but  Ibave 
strong  suspicions  upon  the  subject.  It  was  expected  that 
hemight.be  tried  for  an  offence  with  which  he,ha8:b6en 
charged ;  an  accusation  .ha^  been  made,  :and  it.  might 
have  been  necessary,  in  .case.  of.  a.  prosecntibB,  to.  have 
idemified  the.  person  of  this  woman,  andiorthe.parpose.of 
avoiding  .that  which  .wpuld  have  .had  the.  effect  of  entirely 
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destvoying  hm  lesdinotiy  in  tirifl  cMut,  and  rendered  him 
juoomp^tent  to  be  beard  a§  a  witness,  sbe  wb»  sent  int6 
Ydtkihim.  Gendemeti,  I  do  not  state  this  as  a  fact,  be- 
<«ttM  I  do  not  with  certainty  know  it ;  bat  I  have  m^ 
ffuspidolis  apOD  the  subject,  and  I  ^ink  you  will  entei^ 
^a  the  sa&us  snspicioiis.  I  do  not  peroeive  on  what  other 
gitMUMi  the  money  oonM  have  been  advanced  by  the  Bow- 
•tt«e€  police,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  this  woman  into 
Yorkshire,  more  particularly  when  she  was  a  material 
witness,  who  might  have  been  called  for  the  Crown  upon 
this  occasion,  and  coafimied  the  testimony  of  her  husband, 
•if  fait  story  were  trae.  Tfans  every  test  by  which  the  credit 
of  the  witness  is  to  be  tried,  fiiils  upon  this  occasion.  His 
pceviouB  character  is  proved  to  be  infiunous;  his  talis  is 
utteriy  incredible ;  he  is  contradicted  in  many  important 
fccts ;  be  staads  in  aaitiiatioa  and  under  circumstances  of 
great  suapiciott;  lastly,  tfaen>  is  he  confirmed  in  essential 
parts  of  his  evidence. 

It  is  contended  diat  he  in  so  confinned.  Let  us  look, 
than,  to  the  ciroamstances  of  confirmation,  and  see  whether, 
independently  of  the  otlier  objections  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  you,  those  circumstances  are  such  as  to  satisfy 
your  minds  that  a  secure  ndiance  may  be  placed  upon  th^ 
vast  of  his  testimony;  not  whether  yon  may  entertain  your 
doahts  and  auspicioos,  for  diis  is  a  criminal  diarge;  it  is 
not  to  be  decided  by  doubts  or  suspicions;  it  is  a  ease  of 
the  higheit  magnitnde;  it  is  to  be  pioveably  established ; 
not  made  «mt  by  infetence,  not  by  conjecture,  not  by 
•tnins  of  wit,  to  infer  again  to  the  words  of  Lord  Coke, 
bujt  by  plain  demonstrative  {tfooi:  Let  us  then  lefer  to  the 
ettcnnaitaneea  of  coafirmntion  t  and  here  I  flt)»ll  confine 
mysdf,  in  die  fint  instance,  to  the  great  plot ;  ihat  plot 
which  is  anppoaed  to  luvie  iMan  abandoned ;  what  is  the 
atory  he  himself  tells  of  diecasef  "^  Mr,  Waltson  inno* 
duoed  hiattdf  jto  me;"  it  asema  de  didnoi  know  Mr. 
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Watson  before ;  he  had.  been  him ;  but  his  ex{)ra^ioii  wa^^ 
'*  Mr.  Waiison  introduced  himself  to  me  by  saying,  ^hat  a 
very  easy  thing  it  would  be  to  overturn  the  Government^  if 
ft  were  well  managed/'  What!  one  mssti  introduce  him* 
lelf  to  a  stranger  in  that  way,  without  any  previous  ac* 
qnaintaiice>  without  even  knowing  his  residence,  without 
feeling  his  pulse,  without  trying  his  temper  and  disposition 
and  character  i  Is  it  within  the  ordinary  rules  of  pfoba« 
bility,  or  even  of  possibility,  that  this  can  be  true  ?  Do 
you  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  Mr.  Watson  introduced  him* 
self  by  so  preposterous  a  proposition  f  But,  Gentlemen 
let  us  see  what  happens  the  next  day :  the  next  day 
Watson  calls  upon  him,  without  any  thing  further  passing 
between  them>  and  produces  a  drawing,  as  it  is  saidy  of 
a  machine  to  destroy  the  cavalry,  and  a  plan  of  the  Towcn 
You  have  seen  the  drawing  of  this  machine,  and  you  have 
also  seen  this  supposed  plan  of  the  Tower ;  whether  it  be  a 
ttiachine  to  destroy  cavalry,  or  for  any  oth«r  purpose,  is 
mere  matter  of  conjecture.  It  does  not  appear,  nor  can  it 
be  collected  from  the  drawing  itself,  that  it  was  intended 
for  that  putpose,  rests  solely  on  the  ansupported  testimony 
of  Castle.  But  let  us  examine  this  ftirther :  diese  papen 
were  taken  on  the  5th  of  December  by  the  Bow-«ireet 
officers.  Castle  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Bow-street 
officers  For  two  or  three  months  previous  to  this  trial-  do 
yon  suppose  that  he  has  not  seen  these  papers  from  time  to 
time  f  that  he  has  not  inspected  and  examined  them  ?  Then 
how  does  the  production  of  these  papers  tend  to  confirm 
the  truth  of  his  story,  unless  it  is  also  proved  that  his  stoiy 
respecting  them  was  told  before  he  saw  the  papers.  The 
papers  were,  produced  to  him ;  be  is  a  man  of  an  inventive 
genius,  fruitful  in  mischief;  what,  then,  is  more  probable 
than  that,,  on  seeing  them,  he  should  engraft  a  story  upon 
them  ?  He  is  a  Har,  a  practised  liar ;  that  is  in  proof:  is 
theite  any  thing  more  probable  than  that,  on  seeing  the 
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papen/ke  sbould  inveot  a  storj  foanded  Qp6ii  thttif 
And  then  my  learaed  friend,  the  Attornej  General, 
gravely  says,  Look  at  these  papers ;  these  are  coaBrm^ 
tions  of  the  tnilh  of  his  story.  This  is  the  course  of  tbe 
argoinent  arising  out  of  tbe  conduct,  of  the  cause ;  it  is 
the  language  indeed  of  the  cause,  not  the  language  of  my 
learned  friend;  he  could  not  bring  hiniself.  (1  koow  his 
good  sense,  I  know  his  acuteness,  and  the  accurate  babita 
of'  his  mind)  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  state  such  a 
proposition  in  terms,  but  he  has  said  it  in  effect,  by  the 
manner  in  which  be  shapes  and  conducts  this  cause.  The 
proposition  is  so  extravagant,  that  iU  absurdity  must  at 
once  have  been  discovered,  if  he  had  put  it  in^  words* 
I  know  and  respect  his  understanding  too  much,  to 
suppose  it  possible  that  he  couid  have  brought  himself  U> 
have  given  utterance  to  it.  . 

Now,  G^tlemen,  let  9s  look  a  little  further ;  when  was 
this  great  plot  (bmed^  when  was  it  unfolded  and  agreed 
upon,  and  who  were  present  upon  the  occasion ;  it  was  on 
a  Sunday,  as  it  is  stated,  in  Greystoke-^place.   Gentlemen, 
there  was  according  to  the  evidence  of  CastJe,  a  person 
present  at  the  time,  whose  name  I  find  in  tbe  list  of  wit- 
nesses which  has  been  handed  to  us  by  tlie  officers  of  the 
Crown.     I  find  in  that  list  of   witnesses,  a   person   of 
tbe  iiame  of  Harrison ;   John  Harrison,  of  Castle-street 
Long  Acre,  in   the  county  of  Middlesex,  turner;  here 
he  is  in  the  list  which  I  hold  in  my  hand ;  he  was  present 
at  that  meeting,  he  was  one  of  the  parties  there,  according 
to  the  evidence  of  Castle ;  he  has  been  sent  for  by  the 
officers  of  tbe  Crown,  and  they  have  examined  him  I  pre<> 
sume,  or  he  never  would  have  heen  in  the  list  of  theii: 
witnesses ;  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  my  learned 
friend,  the  Attorney  General,  has  ever. set  eyes  upon  him  | 
but  the  agenu  of  the  Crown  have  examined  him,  because 
bis  name  is  in  the  list  of  witnesses,  but  they  have  not 
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|>iodiiced  him.  Gendemen,  in  the  coodact  of  a  ctfil  baofle 
there  id  sometimes  a  little  excosable  dexterity  and  address 
displayed;  a  witness  may  be  withheld  od  the  plirt'of  the 
plaintifl>  you  may  leave  the  other  side  to  call  him,  and  this 
iistle  addfess  and  management  may  perhaps  be  allowable 
in  a  question  of  mere  civil  rif^ht ;  but  it  is  a  very  different 
'thing  for  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  to  withhold  a  wit- 
ness in  a  case  of  high  treason ;  do  not  they  wish  the  whole 
tmth  to  be  exposed  i  and  if  they  wish  the  whole  truth  to 
be  exposed,  why  is  not  this  witness  brought  forwsrd. 
Gentlemen,  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  argue  more  upon 'this 
subject  M  can  tell  you  why  they  did  notcall  him,  iiecause 
they  imagined  and  thought  and  knew  that  he  would '.not 
support  the  extravagant  story  told  by  their  other  witness 
Castle.  No  other  solution  can  be  given  of  their  conduct. 
They  might  have  given  him  apardonJf  he.had'committed 
any  offence,  and  might  have  availed  themselves  of  his 
evidence.  I  know  what  will  be  said  on  the  other  side,  why 
•that  we  may  call  him ;  that  is  the  answer  the  Solicitor 
iGeneral  will  give.  But  we  do  not  stand  in  need  of«caliii% 
him ;  it  is  not  reqmsite  for  the  prisoner  to  call  liim. '  My 
learned  friends  were  to  make  out  the  case  on  die  part^.of 
the  Crown,  in  the  affirmative,  by  clear  indisputable  /evi- 
dence ;  they  have  not  made  it  out  in  that  way,  but  httve 
relied  on  the  testimony  of  Castle;  do  yon  believe  liim 
then  i  Can  you  give  credit  to  his  absurd  story?'  Here  is 
another  witness  whom  they  will  not  produce/  We' do  not 
call  him,  for  nfe  rest  the  case  upon 'the  credit  of  the  stoiy 
told  by  Castle  himself,  the  witness  for  the  prosecutioii; 
and  we  ask  with  confidence,  whether  yott  do  not  think  that 
if' the  sole  object  of  the  Crown  be  the  inveMlgation-of 
truth,  they  ought  not  to  have  product  before  you/ par* 
tieularly  ikfter  they  had  diteovei«d  the  trtfe  diaritcter  of 
Castley^every  wilncai  who  eoiikl  by  posdihiUty  have  spoken 
to  the  transaction  in  questidn:  Do  not  ielltbe  retoirted 
Vol.  II.  Y 


Hpqa  m,  t^  "^  migbt  i^^^  smiled  4be  wjMie|j»  ^  ibf 
Prova  fitf  the  pufftrnxif  99x91  vi^g  tlie  aof^wylyy  of.  tkr 
Clipw^-  I  ^pefti^  if  thet^bj^ct  of  U»e  Ci]pvn.(tt  Uip  mr 

jhprf  «nK>«^  the  wh<^  ^Mt  hfdfxe  yQfi  by.  ^f^iir  wiMMf 

..  ^fjw,  Gei^tlfMmMk,  Mt  9a  exwuoe  ft  littlf  fftr^r^  tj|^ 

f»nimfe.  ^acept  4^ t^^suan^nj  of  Caad^  lo«)i«ir  4llM  fti»r 
Upan^aer  %t  th^  faaif  ^e^  ^ayr  pr  ii^rd.  of  miy  w$  gf  libo§e 
If^ei? .{  |mM  lit  ^  JFQU  4MPp4i4JJ^»  «fMM  4hf  €vkfeiMx»| ««|I 
4  4ify  ^t  10  i^  «t#i6d  w  ibe  olt^^r  «^e,  that  tjier^  i#  tbft 
MtS^M^  <1<V^  -of  ew^wce  e^^>e(>t  4^e  t«8tiiiK|ny  i)f 

f«g»^  I  «ji^  m(  Qur^  f^M4l?«y  <!??  /^If^-T^^vt^np  wm  tb«y 
k  if  Mi4«  tQ  ihop«  Mg»^89r;  ftre  jrw  fhw  10  .prwm^  » 

)per«  ooQflealed  19  »l|(9  Mg)i|0i  flf  J>is  W^  Hfb^Q^  li9  MMr 

«hfipmpp^,^hMHiigfi(fej&i^kfmi^       Hiei^HMvi«9^ 

KnwPKd  >WfW«  %  th^.  Of  f^(  )ei»t  ppuK^  »i«  wb^ 
PM^I  0ie  fmpl9jM  A>ir  i^  puQKife  i  why  i»  ml  tie  qnjiUA^ 

I9imr(ft  on  Ibf  ad  of  QfMWa^j  awKl^^W^APt  #?« 
ppp^^aeid  to^4tfe4»^lM|^4o  X  Mer  fivw  thw^ouM^C^^ 
W^y  ^Kbat  |he  priippeB^  (hoe  pQD«pifM5yB>  afl  VlK^r  «M^f 
fiiiM«^di4iioilip0w.iMib9pik«  Id9 

B9>  PW  vM  l^^^prlfdjie  yfwfi  Wat9ill  bid  #f  *ci»# 
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ibom  iweo^  years  of  affi,  of  9  fa^ty  im^elKuMiSrteiApc^i 
fixed  mpQWt  by  C^tlq  m  a  pefmn  wJ»oi«;  bi|  «(M«tu.  t% 
Mcrifice  fev  hia  ova  baae  pHiptis^ ;,  Md  if  tbif  y4>9«g  oiQif 
bad  iQ  tamtb  any  ikii«g  to  do  vijribi  t^  pik^p,  it  waa  I  aM 
€ooiiid€ol  by  ih0  ia«ln}i«eaiUlit7  ai>d  conlmvaMe^^f  Qm<I» 
nWno.  Bui,  Qestl^moQ,  bow  ia  the  pricomr  10  be  nfkt^ 
by  it  F  I  granif  ibai  if  you  loaka  wk  by  tinetccptiMid>l« 
•vidaoce^  a  elear  ea«^  of  coofipiracy  betwoea  tb^to  pitf tifli^ 
lo  overd^row'  th«i  State,  that  ea«h^  woald  ba  affocstedl  bj| 
tbe  acts  of  tha  others  committed  io  praiecqtiailt  of  tM 
commoaofeifact,  bat Qo  such  acaseisnadeiQiit;  buti^steail 
of  it,  the  pikes  are  to  be  used,  fiiBt,  far  the  pnq^a  el 
lironioga  coaspifaey  to  overtura  the  Ggvennnetu^  and  tbm 
fyf  the  ^drpase  of  rtodetiag  Mr.  Walaonompoasibla  fof 
tba  actft  of  otibfirs  ia  which  ha  bad  no  pemonal  oqUKwm* 
This  ia  a  WMt  iailaciooa  mode  of  argniogi  aatabliib>  in 
ibe  6aM  iftsiaiice»  that  tbeve  waa  a  cooapiiBacy  between,  them 
4Mr0eiad  to  those  olb^fects  and  tbiose  viewct.  wd  theo-.wbatu 
^ver  la  dene  by)  on^  m^  fqrtbcran.ce  of  the  objects  of  tba 
aioliq^iMicy,  wtU  apply  ageiost  iji«  rest;  but  aolfss.yoqi 
ealsMJab the cooapiraey>  and  tp  ibis  esrti^t,  thr  a/stof  oii« 
faonot  lA  cammQa  ja^ti^a  affiot  the  others^  paniojslarly, 
wb^ie  tbare^  ia  noi  sftti^laotory  pisopf  of  their  havijqg  apjff 
kMwkdge  of  stioh  ae^.    The.  pQaaoers^mighti  ba^i^  b(Mi 
desinoiis  of  hwring  a.  meetiRg  at  Sp^rids^  apd  if  yo9k 
pleaas  evaa  &r  nuacbiewna  purposes ;  b«t  we  of  thm^ 
aedaced  aod'  led  astragr  by  some  oiaIigi>w^xiUaj%  nuif^ 
bavepriTalc^/eiilertahfada;inor^deap6r«teidcifijiga»  Ho)»lar 
titta  t0  affeak  ifao  acai^  ii^lasait.  Is  pwi^  inAa^il&ctorMj) 
pioifed,  diar  they  wees  'partaken  in  sudi  daa^ga*  Itber  i»hM 
wena  aaft  oolf  net  aaad^  \^t  not  etea  piapared  tOvtMiru^ed:;: 
how  dieii  can  it  beaippoaed  tbati  tba  paaaMttt  yfhumoot^ 
oaitiiad  if|  otdeainy  tben  irttbaiia«(.t»  lia»4II)i«if«Mb« 
afiraey.    Is  sach  condod  vamkimoik  wkb  oaaaDiati;tQDatf» 
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h  cdrnttiorf  uiiderstahdin^,  or  any  of  the  tilled  6y  wtaicf 
the  actions  of  men  iare  governed  i  But  it  seeois  a  pattern 
^e  wa^  made,  arfd  this  appears  by  the  evidence  of 
Bentley,  abd  it  i9  said  it  was  prodaced  at  a  meeting  where 
Watson  was  present  ^  Imt  by  whom  is  this  stated  i  'By 

,  Castle;  he  says  it  was  produced  at  a  meeting.  This  restt 
dien  solely  upon  bis  evidence,  thetefore  is  entitled  to  no 
attention.  It  does  not  appear  tli^n,  when  we  come  td 
examine  the  case  with  attention,  that  the  prisoner  Watson 
is  at  all  implicated  in  respect  of  the  pikes,  or  that  they 
ftfford  the  slightest  inference  against  him.  We  are  not 
^poh  a  qaestion  of  this  nature  to  surrender  our  understand- 
ings and  suffer  ourselves  to  be  blindly  led  astray  by 
tamemiifng  phrases  and  little  technical  rules  or  Supposed 
hiles^  It  is  our  duty  to  investigate  the  subject  fairly  and 
liberally,  to  examine  it  upon  principle ;  and  say  whether  it 
is  possible  that  you  can,  cdnsistently  with  common  justice, 
tinless  yon  first  establish  a  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the 
Gov^nment,  make  use  of  the  acts  of  young  Watson  when 
Separated  from  his  father,,  without  proof  of  these  acts-  b^ng 
known  to  the  iather>  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  criminality 
lipon  him;  I  am  quite  sure  you  will  feel  that  you  cannot. 
•  Now,  Getitlemen,  as  to  the  plan  of  setting  fire  to  the 
barracks,  and  the  confirmation  upon  that  point>  which  has 
been  so  much  relied  upon ;  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  part 
&(  the  <iaaie\  what  is  the  evidence  i  B«it~before  I  advert  to 
ic,-  let  nie  remind  you  again  of  the  principle  on  which  a 
Man  like  Castle  acts ;  he  seleets  particular  circtMnatances' 
which  have  ireally  occurred,  and  builds  bid  inventions  upon 
them.    See  what  the  real  fects  ace  in  Ais  case.    He  and 

'  the  prhKXieii  take  a  walk  with  a  man  of  the  name  of /Skin* 
ner ;  tbey  walk  past  the  barmcks,  and  there  is  some  con* 
ipeitatioii«ab6ut  the  avenues.  I'  have  no*  donbt  that  Castle 
recollected  these  ctrcunistances,  Ibr  I'  ^itiik  it  probable 
dmt  such  a  waUcdid  really  take  plaee.  ilt  occab  thea  t^ 
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^)s  mind,  a  mind  fniitful  in  evil,  that  upon  tbU  itn)pl^ 
fact  a  story  maj  be  iengrafted,  and  then  this  fact  is  to  b^ 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  establishiog  and  confirming 
his  story ;  this  is  cafled  confirmation.    Tb^eare  the  argu« 
ttents  made  use  (or  tbe  purpose  of  persuading  you  to  thiob 
.y6u  ^may  safeljr  give  credit  to  hSs  evidence.     There  is 
another  fact  insisted  upon.    CosserV  house  is  taken,  near 
the  barracks ;  it  is  taken  for  an  oil  and  seed  shop,  tjioagb 
Ca^le,  by  the  way,  said  it  was  for  an  oil  and  colour  9hQp^ 
Young  Watson  bad  relations  in  the  country,  ftoniog  upon 
an  cfxtensive  scale ;  he  might  think  of  beginning  businesf 
in  a  Ime  in  which  they  might  be  of  service  to  him*.   Mi 
refers  to  Thistlewood  £or  a  character;  Tbisdewood  mwr 
tions  his  friends  in  Lincolnshire,  but  says  nothing  about 
his  father  in  London,  and  some  stress  is  attempted  .lo:be 
hud  upon  this  circumstance — nothing  can  be  more  idiei 
Young  Watson  was  desirous  of  obtaining  credit,  for  ib^ 
house ;  the  father  was  in  poor  c^ciimstances ;  bis  friends 
in  the  pountry  were  more  prosperous ;  it  was  ndt  perhaps 
peri^tly  correct  on  the  part  of  Thistlewood,.  but  he  might 
have  thought  that  the  circumstances  of  tbe  father  would 
prevent  credit  being  given  to  the  son, -and,  tlierefpre^  hf 
refened  to  the  family  in  Lincolnshire*  But  here  U  a  treatjr 
for  a  hOQse,  and  upon  this  house  the  plot  is  again  built. 
Castle  knew  all  this ;  he  knew  that  young  Watson  had  apr 
plied  for  the  boasei  and,  therefore^  it  is  to  be  made  use  of 
for  d^  purposes  of.  the  conspiracy,  and  for  what?  fd| 
putting  in  combustibles  to  be  employed  in  il^fi  absur^ 
stoiy  of  homing  the  soidierB  ^d  stifling  them  in  thejf 
barracks.    If  it  had  appeared  that  Castle  had  stated  all 
Ikis  immediately  upon  bis  being  apprehended ;  tbal^  jg^  the 
Instant,  he  had  toM  his  sriiole  story ;  that  he  had  hfi4  n^ 
thne  to  pr^paie  it;  diat  these  -circumstances  had  a^esf- 
tvards  come  out  ohe.byone  confinnioghisstatem^nt-?rtMp 
might  have  .had  die  afpemraiice  erf  confifn^atim  i  bi|t  if 
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fou  4iid  that  lie  hatM  ted  anpk  lime  itnd  oppDrfimity  to 
prepare  it,  and  to  ^xmtiect  his  own  faJsehoods  with  thinga 
Ihat  realty  Mcinrredy  lind  m  blend  and  dovetail  them 
t^getber,  where,  1  aik,  is  die  confirmation  which  can 
toasddabiy  lead  you  to  beliere  that  whiieh  rests  upon  hia 
laslJttioay  alone  ?  Am  I  parsuing  the  subject  correctly?  I 
^riah  totreatitwith  pkinaessiand  simplicity ;  there  can  be  ao 
daftger  to  the  furisoner  but  in  perplexitig  and  ooofiifMgit* 
Ans  Ibe  observations  then  which  i  am  making  waO  jiomod« 
•d  i  I  wonU  not  offer  them  to  your  attention  aaloas  in  mf 
ednadeace  I  believed  tfaem  to  be  so ;  at  least,  therefor^ 
l4tiay  liope  that  tfa^  will  weigh  with  you,  andjiave  upon 
your  inindsaomepcirtiom  of  that  iofiuence  which  they  baeva 
had  upon  my! own* 

Saty  Gisntlemen,  to  recnr  to  this  plan  for  bm^ning  the  bar* 
lacks.  How,  according  to  the  evidence  of  Cattl^  ia  it  de» 
tMedi  Because  they  cannot  advance  fifteen  pounds  to  pay 
a  ii«M]t6r'«  rent  for  the  house.  Is  this  to  be  credited  i  They 
are  to  sieiee  all  the  plate  of  the  ttobiUty  ;  they  are  to  poneai 
thafosdvea  of  tlie  Bank ;  they  are  to  make  tfaemsdvea 
inafltars  of  the  whole  metoorpolis;  ami  Tfaa^tlewood  dater** 
Miles  that  flothing  ahall  idelay  the  enterpsise,  aad  tbnt  ha 
will  Ot  aH  baaards  coameneeitoa  the  next  Satiirda[f--*-atid 
yatallthia  passed  awayaaa.flieam,  becaaae  they  coald 
1^  advance  raonq^ ;  and  be  it  remarked  too^  thal^  accofd<» 
log  to  ^  evMeneeof  Castle^  money  waa  oot  aecesaary. 
Bat  a  bin  would  haveaniwerad^whieh  iMoald  aot  hav^  \>em 
iiayable  till  after  the  revalatiooary  government  bad  heee 
ea^i^lidhed.  The  things  iGeademeq,  ia  too  |Mie|><Merpo« 
Air  belief.  .     . 

Gentlemen,  there  ia  aosMttiing  moee;  thene  aa^  ^o«ii9 
|wperB>  bat  no4;  paoved  to  be  in  his  hand<^ritjag»  fonod  ix( 
Waflaoa^  po^^M,  when  he  was  /appaehended  at  HighgaA^ 
Vo  wham  do  ihoae  papers  go  i  Ta  IBowwaOBret;  tb^aaa 
ia  ^  aaalody  af  4ha  Bow-atsaet  fgffcem;  thay  anv  I V^ 


that  they  were  commoDicWS^d  C»  Cttslfe^ 

Mr.  Attofn^  ^tkH^at.  My  idtd^  J  tmi*  itit«pofce; 
ilMire  is  no*  evid«iic«  tfeM  <they  w^m  mm  6y  Ca^it^  dttA 
A&  Am  tr«»  Mt  «o* 

if  1i«|i  6o  pfof ei«    i  dedMl'  to  0%d,  I  A>  flocn^ish  k  ihto 
«8nM6  til*  mAXMt  £tteb*€e^  tbe^  dDgbvest  01^  «iO0t  niffiogf  «iiM 
6MiMtti0«.    I  c0Bceitf«,  -  llM  tf  t  perHxi  a  elkigte  i^t>  It 
Ml  wflilMttias  tbift  cMise  of  Wty  diMt;  -and  if  1  i»f0k 
)iit«#fr9riQtlii&i«8p€«t,  itisrbecatM^  myeiw^  r«cdtkfofiott 
Attt^  man  Bifficientl;  asstel  m«  m*  di9»  long  a»4  «diti|^lia4€cMl 
an  6iiK)«}ty ;  aa  cmcfaiij^  which  ba#  iww  iMt^d  «ix  tf^f^^ 
and  wM^  eircwiitfBtitB<je  I  ase  as  a  atfr^ng  bFgMieii«  ia  ftM 
VMV  4»f  li^  piisotfer  at  fbe  kir*    PiMf  iF  the  Ch>v^  ai^  W 
be  nacibaarify  empfo^ad  so.  la»g,  ia  eiklMlvaiiriMg  to  tiialM 
cast  wc«teagattMhk^iiltods»  w^theeottclutoi6a>  llM 
Ve.  a*  ^eiy  4aiiblfiil  eas6  of  ga>iAi  to  reqwier  tB^  feil^gfh^a^^ 
IHool^;  bat  1  taie  vi^  iatentioliaify  €i9tagg^ri4e4  or  gi^ttt 
aJfekia  eotoari^g  to  atfiagle>fcari   .If  t  dc^say  tet  ^6€^ 
pal  t^bt^  for  I  am  sa#e^i  Weaken  At^  ittKiseof  m;  elieai^ 
and,  tiMi%h  aaf  aiiefi^  tiM^aaiiaeoP  tti^  ^bfia^  who  are  8# 
snactkiixtepMed  ki  chetctoidl  of  lhi»eaq«^irf.    Bat  &^^ 
papaiawaio  takeft  to  BaW^^CMcil;  Aia  matt  Cattle  \M 
bean  f^taiofttla  la  tha  bee]^itt^of  dbe  Bow-etreet  offloei^; 
bo  has.  aasuaed  s^ani  in  jMMag  for  «<^^idenc«;  aifdi  I  m^ 
paat^  it  ill  abaoat  ia^Kw^to'  iAa«  tbe  M^tetM^  of  fhasa 
^papaisi  sboc^d  wa  ba«tf  btaai  abcntiaircaiM  w  t^irn.    Re^ 
BMmbMv it  iaiadi  pnaiacd  iJBm  ibayvfa^not  shawo  Sa  hirnd 
I  take  ia  ^etefoss  liiair  theao  ia  j«it  glooad,  fiatni  all;  tba 
fiiari|«ia^etay  tt».  kilnr^  wafhoaftkaakig  iseaciuase  to  mett 
aaamaeawlapacnlatioHytbaat^jiplMi.  a^knowfedjge  citimg^  ^ 
>!»»%  wA  ttpaDrllae  faaiMi  wUck  tkoyiaibadj,  thwauat 
WtanffidimMqijKtfy  toiE^k;^  Cdeale  .kaa  l^oaa  mnnljc  baib^ 
Xh^itteiy  bnakeiaii^dadi  iqpap  tbam.;  and^  |pjr attiavf* 


&r  c<talliM'tiiider8tai!d]Dg,  or  toy  of  therdletSy  wbiclb 
the  actioiis  of  men  iare  governed  i  But  it  seemB  a  pattern 
fike  watf  made,  anfd  this  appears  by  the  evidence  of 
Bentley^  and  it  i9  said  it  was  produced  at  a  meetiDg  where 
Watson  was  present ;  tmt  by  whom  is  this  stated  i  *Bjr 

.  €!astle;  he  says  it  was  produced  at  a  meeting.   This  rest9 
then  solely  npoa  bis  evidence,  therefore  is  entitled  to  uo 
attention.    It  does  not  appear  tlten,  when  we  come  td 
enamine  the  case  with  attention,  that  the  prisoner  Watson 
k  at  all  implicated  in  respect  of  the  pikes,  or  that  they 
afford  the  slightest  inference  against  liini.    We  -are  not 
apoh  a  qnestion  of  this  nature  to  sarrender  our  understand- 
ings and  suffer  ourselves   to  be  blindly  led  astray  by 
tameanmg  phrases  and  little  technical  rules  or  supposed 
hiles.    It  is  our  doty  to  investigate  the  subject  fairly  and 
liberally,  to  examine  it  upon  principle ;  and  say  whether  it 
h  possible  that  you  can,  consistently  with  common  justice, 
taless  you  first  establish  a  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the 
Government,  make  use  of  the  acts  of  young  Watson  when 
Separated  from  his  father,.  Without  proof  of  these  acts  being 
known  to  the  fatber>  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  criminality 
apon  him;  I  am  quite  sure  you  will  feel  that  you  cannot. 
»  Now,  Getittemen,  aa  to  tbe  plan  of  setting  fire  to  the 
barracks,  and  the  confirmation  upon  that  point,  which  has 
been  so  much  relied  upon ;  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  part 
df  the  osaset  what  is  the  evidence  f  B«it  before  I  advert  to 
ic,  let  me  remind  yon  again  of  the  principle  on  which  a 
man  like  Casde  acts ;  he  selects  particular  circomatances 
which  have  really  occurred,  and  builds  hid  inveotions  upon 
them.    See  what  the  real  fects  are  in  Ais  case.    He  and 

'  the  priaonei;  take  a  walk  with  a  man  of  the  name  of  Skin* 
ner ;  tbegr  walk  past  the  barracka,  •  and  there  is  some  con* 
ipeiaation^about  the  avenues,  t  have  no  doubt  that  Castk 
reeoUected  these  circnmatanoes,  £m  I  think  it  probable 
dmt  audi  a  waUcdid  really  take  plaee.  At  occurs  tbm  to 


341 

\^h  mind,  a  mind  fnritfdl  in  evil,  that  upon  tt|i^  tiknpl^ 
fact  a  story  maj  be  engraitedy  and  then  this  fact  is  to  bq 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  estabUshing  and  confiriqing 
his  stoiy ;  this  is  cafled  con6rmation.    These  are  the  argut 
ments  made  use  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  you  to  ihbk 
y6u  •may  safeljr  give  credit  to  his  evi(fence.     There  is 
another  fact  insisted  upon.    Cesser's  house  is  taken,  near 
the  barracks ;  it  is  taken  for  an  oil  and  seed  shop,  tjioagh 
Castle,  by  the  way,  said  it  was  for  an  oil  and  colour  shpp^ 
Young  Watson  had  relations  in  the  country,  farming  upon 
an  extensive  scale ;  he  might  think  of  beginning  busioesf 
in  a  line  in  which  they  might  be  of  service  to  him*.    .H( 
refers  to  Thistlewood  &r  a  character ;  Thisdewood  mett* 
tions  his  friends  in  Lincolnshire,  but  says  nothing  about 
fate  father  id  London,  and  some  stress  is  attempted  jko.  be 
laid  upon  this  circumstanc<^-*-DOtfaing  can  be  more  idie^ 
Young  Watson  was  desirous  of  obtaining  credit  for  tb^ 
house ;  the  father  was  in  poor  c^cumstances ;  his  friends 
rn  the  pouatry  were  more  prosperous ;  it  was  ndt  perhaps 
perfectly  correct  on  the  part  of  Thistlewood,.  but  he  might 
have  thought  that  the  circumstances  of  the  father  would 
prevent  credit  being  given  to  the  son,  and,  tlierefbre^  hi 
referred  to  the  family  in  Lincolnshire*  But  here  i^  atreaty^^ 
fbr  a  house,  and  upon  this  house  the  plot  is  again  built. 
Castle  knew  all  this;  he  knew  that  young  Watson  had  apr 
plied  for  the  house,  and,  therefor^  it  is  to  be  made  use  of 
for  d^  purposes  of-  the  conspiracy,  and  for  what  i  fd| 
putting  in  combustibles  to  be  employed  in  tH.e  absnrf 
stoiy  of  burning  the  soUters  and  stifling  them  in  thejf 
barracks.    If  it  had  appeared  that  Castle  had  stated  all 
Ais  immediately  upon  his  being  apprehended ;  that,  jat  the 
Instant,  he  had  told  his  sriiole  story ;  that  he  had  had  n^ 
time  to  prepare  it ;  Aat  these  circumstanoes  had  a^esf- 
wards  come  oat  ohe  .by  one  confimiiag  Ym  statem^nt-rtbii^ 
might  have  .had  die  appearance  of  confim^atipo  i  Vv.^  if 
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fan  And  ifhat  lie  hm  kd  ompk  lime  And  oppDrtimitf  to 
fH^epafe  it,  and  to  cootiect  his  <>wn  faiaekoodfi  with  things 
Ihut  rekUy  oocorred,  femd  tb  blend  tad  dovet&il  titem 
t^g^fber,  where,  I  aik,  is  the  coR&mation  which  can 
fistedkiabiy  lew)  jov  to  beliere  that  whkh  rests  upon  his 
l^tJlMAy  ahniei  Am  I  parsning  the  subject  oorreolly?  I 
Irish  to  tvettit  with  pkioBesstuid  simplicity ;  there  cm  hea# 
dti^er  to  the  ^prisoner  bntin  perplexing  and  confafiflgit. 
Ai%  tbe  obsei^ations  then  which  1  am  making  w»n  |bisid« 
Ml  i  I  womU  not  offer  them  to  your  attention  aakss  inaf 
eonfidence  I  bdiered  them  to  be  so ;  at  least,  therefore^ 
l4nay  ibope  thtft  they  will  weigh  with  yoo,  aod-liavie  upon 
yonr  minds  some  portion  of  that  influence  which  they  hssve 
had  opon  my  own* 

Btt,  Gentlemen,  to  recur  to  this  plan  for  bilming  the  bittv 
Uttks.  How,  according  to  the  evidenee  of  Castl^  is  tt  dis* 
futteii  Because  they  cannot  advance  fifteen  ponnils  to  pay 
ii4fciaxtec^<s  rent  for  the  haase.  Is  this  to  he  credit^?  They 
Sfire  to  iieiise  all  the  plate  of  the  nobility  ;  tfaey4ure  to  ponefvi 
Ihatoselves  of  the  Bank;  they  ere  to  niftke  themselves 
toasters  of  the  whole  metoopol is;  and  Tbistlewoad  doter* 
asiifes  that  nothmg  .dudl  delay  the  enterpnse,  and  that  h^ 
irill  vk  aM  hasards  commence  it  on  the  next  Sniiiida(^^^-and 
yet  all  this  passed  away  vs  a  dream,  becaaae  they  ooald 
1^  nd^ance  money ;  and  be  it  remsrked  too,  that,  aoco«d<* 
)ng  to  ike  evidence  of  Castle^  money  was  not  necessary, 
Bet «  biK  would  iMPveanswemdy  whkh  ffsonld  SK>t  ha^  hew 
payable  tifH  after  the  rewlationary  gimwnmeot  bad  hei^ 
establirfiedt  The  tbsngi  iSendemen,  is  too  pficposterous 
Ihrbelicir. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  anaMiUng  moee ;  tbsne  oDe  ^o«iia 
jNtpers,  bnt  noit  paovied  to  be  In  his  hand«wiitsng»  fonod  im' 
WsiisoB^  pod^,  when  be  atas  nippsehended  at  HighfvM^ 
To  whom  do  thoae  papers  go  ?  ToBDw^tarel;  tfa^ai» 
in  Ae  ausiody  af  4he  Bow-aiaeet  loiioem;  they  ane^  i  ^t^ 


that  they  were  commaDi<5$Md  fo  Ctts<fe«  ^^ 

AM»0tft  no>  evid«iic«  ttaM  «hey  wtve  M6H  %  Cd$efa^  Mi 
Ate  Am  was  mt  so. 

if  l»«ir  «o  pvoteAr    i  deddf^  to  6^^  I  db  Hoe  H^isb  k^  «hitf 
^vnw^  t»  fftaid'  iiyeb«reeti|f  Hbe"  dighcnt  ^  motft  trieSing  ailH 

Ml  wetkeotiig  th^  came  ^  wy  diMV;  -and  if  1  d^M 
)at4i  airor  in  tlib  raspett,  it  is^becMs^  my  ei«v4i  pec^ilkfQfic» 
t0^  adt  safllcieiitly  assiai  tM  m  ^  long  and  ^diaplkfaecf^ 
aa  W0fiAiy ;  aa  eacfoi^j^  which  ba9  flow  iasited  i^ix  tfa^/ 
and  yMkk  eircttaifstaii^e  1  use  as  a  fUtr^ng  bi)gMieii€  ia  ftM 
viMV  4f  Aa  pvisotfey  at  file  bar.  ¥&tif  the  Cro^ti  ea^  M 
be  Mottaai^  empie^ed  s6.  loi»gy  la  etideilveiiitlg  to  inatMl 
oiil  arca^  agatiM  hiai^  it  kads  M^  theeottcKfsioft)  llifltl  «e>j^^ 
W  a  ¥erf  ^ublfbl  ea«^  c^  gfeA^  to  rtquiiie>  ^t&  feagf h^a^^ 
{iroof^;  bat  1  lia^  iie«  itttentioaalfy  e9lagg<^ra«ed^  or  gi%«tt 
aiflitta  eoloarii^  to  a  diagte^feat*  .If  t  ddsa,-  fet  ateficr 
pat  rigfat)  finr  I  am  $ai«  I  #eait<m  rtia  ^MraeeoP  my  eliett«^ 
aod,  iftiMgh  aay  aliens  dUe^aauBe  of  thi^  pabli<^  who  are  mk 
maabiatdPMCed  m  thefcfeiiiM  of  lhi»  eaqcfiry.  Bat  di^»i^ 
papaia  wave  takea  tO'  IKq^^imcI  ;  Aia  bim  Casdle  haftf 
bean  lap  uoatla  iar  iha  beapklj^of  five  B^m-ftraet  offioai*^; 
be  has-  aisislaA  i^an  in  fctaMlg  far  tf^ideiice;  and  t  m^ 
paat»  it  ia  aliuait  iaipo«s(ibtai  iftat  ibe  aoitt^ibai^  af  (hesa 
,pap0Bi  tboald  tfoi  lto«4  teaii  aomiitaiiicatted  a»l)ifa».  Re^ 
Bwmhaiy  it  iiiadt  p»fad  ^am^ef^vHsm^mU  &bawo  to  hthuL 
I  take  la  ihaiefoni  tbattbeaeiajant  gtooad,  fiaii»aU  tba 
ciwi|]iii«Bjiact^  ta  inlnr^  adlbasft  Inakig  ueooune  to  mucut 
( aodipcBRdatiMy tlitfff  JifHlMi.  a^lcnowfedj^  of  thwr^ ^ 
moA  apo0  ibe  hiaai  wkicb  dbejn  aftoNJA  tiiia>iiu«t 
^tmmiminf  aMgp  toi^hjir  GdealehnliaaiK  maiiily:  httiii^ 
XUft:«teiy  laukbepBti^ttadadi  iqp^  tbam.;  aBd^>7aoi^f- 
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tiAoidiury  mode  of  raBioiiiiig»  tbej  ut  now  used  as  i 

fiimatory  of  the  troth  of  his  storjr.  } 

:  Then,  Geatlem^n,  let  us  loie  sight  for  a  oioBa^t  of  the 

testiUKHiy  of  Casde;  and  as  to  the  reality  of  the  first  aod 

great  plot,  what  are  the  facts  which  have  been  promi  ta 

;jrott  i    Theee  is  the  walk  with  Skinqer  through  the  streets 

10  which  the  bariucks  are  aitnated,  aad  into  Hyde-pavk,i 

and  something  said  about  the  ayennes  ;  there  is  the  treaty. 

fi>r  hiring  the  bouse  of  Cosser;  aod  lastly^th^eeare  the 

papers  Sound  .in  tbe  pocket  of  Watioo. ,  Leave; out  tbe 

evidence  of  Castle  upon  this  part  of  the  case,  and.this  12 

the  whole  evidence  £c6m  which  you  ar^  to  infer*  or  rather 

V>  gnesft  at^  the  existence  of  this^  most  extraordinary,  ex^ 

tipavagant  and  incredible  design ;  you  are-  to  draw  that 

inference  from  the  circumstance  of  the  walk  with  Skinner, 

and  the  papera  found  on  tbe  person  of  Watson,  and  tbe 

treaty  for  Uie  hire  of  the  house  from  Cesser,    But»  Gen«> 

tlemen>  I  repeat  ag^,  1  believe  for  tbe  third  time,  do  not 

lose  sight  of  the  evidence  of  Castle*    If  yqu  have  any 

doubt  upon  the  other  parts  of  the  case,  recal  his  chancier 

and  condoc  t  to  your  cecoUectioo,  and  let  his  deeds,  the  deep 

and  settled  malignity  of  his  heart  and  mind,  be  engraved 

upop  your  njiemories.    To  lose  sight  of  his  evidence  would 

weaken  the  case  of  tbe  prisoner,  because  it  taints  and  con« 

taminates  all  wit|^  which  it  is  connected;  it  comipte  that 

wbioh  might  otherwise  be  sound  in  this  prosecution.    But, 

Gentlemen,^  if  you  do  not  believe  Castle  in  thu  part  of  the 

case,  can  you  safely  credit  him  as  to  the  rest  of  his  story« 

I  know  yon  will  say,  we  utterly  discredit  tbe  monstrous 

^tions  to  which  I  have  been  adverting.    If  yon  do  not 

believe  him  iu  the  reality  of  the  fiiBt  and  great  plot,  will 

you  believe  him  in  any  thing  el^e,    The  witness  comes 

into  oourt,  to  tell  that  which  has  not  even  the  sembhrnce 

of  trutli  for  its  support.    Does  my  learned  iiri^d  tb^  yeOf^ 

tnre  to  putsoch  a  prc^Ksition  to  you,. as  that  you  oaa 
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Mfely  rdy  npaa  hit.  testinvmy  in  any  thing' else ;]b  h  tioil 

Kepugnant  to  every  principle  of  reason  i  I  put  die  question 

to  yoa  with  firmness  and  confidence.      '  f 

.  But  let  me  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  other  parts 

0f  the  case>  to  the  second  or  lesser  plot  of  the  2d  of  De^. 

cember.    Here,  also,  circumstances  of  confirmation  are 

mentioned;  but  let  us  examine  in  what  they  consist. 

I  repeat  that,  disbdievang  Castle  as  to  the  one  part  of  his 

ftory,  yoQ  will  place  no  reliance  on  the  resu    But  what 

are  theci^cumstanoes  of  confirmation,  from  which  you  are 

called  upon  to  believe  him,  when  be  tells  you  that  the  ob-) 

jectof  tbe.meeting  of  the  2d  of  December  was  to  overturo 

the  Government;  of  what  description  and  natore  and  char« 

racter  are  they  i.A  meeting  was  held  in  Spa-fields ; -  these 

pities  were  concerned  in  calling  that  meeting;  it  was,  if 

yon  please,  a  mischievous  meeting ;  one  or  two  of  •ibmi 

bad  arms ;  great  tuniuits  and  disturbances'  ensued:  v  Thew6 

circumstances  are  stated  by  Castle,  but  they  were  notorious 

to  all  the  wcHfld*    As  confirmatory  of  his  evidence  in  other 

lespe^ts,  they  aniount  to  ^nothing.    But  some  of  these 

potties  were  also'  at  Spital-fields,  addressing  the  people 

f:bere,  and  taking  measures  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 

large  assembly  of  persons  on  the  2d  of  Deceinber.    Castle 

also  states  this  fact.    In  this,  therefore,  it  is  said  be  is  ma* 

terially  confirmed.    That  suoh  meetings  were  held,  waa 

neverconi^aled  or  disguised.    What  then  is  the  value  of 

this  confirmation  f  Are  you  therefore  to, believe  him,  when 

he  .states,  that  a  secret  conspiracy  was  formed  to  overtunf 

the  State,  merely  because  he  also  states,  that  there  were 

piievious  meetings  at  Spitatfields,  which  were  known  tor 

liundreds  at  the  time  ?    But  the  prisoner,  it  is^  said,  assisted 

in  procuring  and  circnlating  placards  and  hand-bills  for 

thn  meeting.    Tbb  is  dwelt  upon  as  another  circumstance 

of  confirmation.    There.is  no  doubt  these  parties  were  very^ 

instfiimental  .and  active  in  producing  (he  meetiQ(, .  I  da 
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Ml  deny ;  I  dp  not  conceal  m  dii^iuMi  jt.  p  ^  htm^ 
Atttbcic  hen  ftre  koQwn.to  mmy  penomi,  $^mmifg 
others^  of  course,  to  Castle ;  and  hecaate  bt.  k  conifmadl 
at  lo  fact^of  thia  detcriptkn^  wkick  vara^nflver  cMcealed, 
yoQ  are  to  bdieve  bun  whei  he  wttfy  tbeie «a8  afardie# 
object  in  riew,  <a  .deUboale  pbn  to.anrerunn  the  . Slater 
tlttt  is  tho  argoment. .  Theie  u,  GtntleaiiaD,  vuribm:  cifu 
cQ&utaiiec  of  cDnfiraiaUoD9.the  eTidoBce  of  vfakttaoDqnd 
a coBttdirabk  .portion  of  jmac  tima*  Ba^  I  aaiiteigfing 
jm  and  faligoing  myself  in  dvdlkig  npod  thaaa  finely  faa 
the  laaionuig  ia  ail  alike.  I  aUade  to  tU  wnggon.  No 
doabt  tbere  vat  a  waggon  h»ed  for  the  oMOting,  and  bared 
inconaeqaenaaof  whatpaasodon  a  foBtnier  oeaaaion ;  bnt 
dota.it  foUow^  bemite  a  waggon  wat  really  famd/aud 
CatUa  gives  evidenoe  of  the  hct^  that  yon  axe  to  briiemf 
bim  when  he  aay%  it  was  in  prosecotion  of  a  {dao  Ibr  otnr* 
taming  the  Govammeot.  Tbit  node  of  rea^oningf  and 
ibia  atyk  of  inference^  is  too  idle  and  fatUe  to  reqoirc  a 
aailons  answer^  or  to  deaenra  oTen  a  momeDt^s  attentioa* 
Bat  tbe  parties,  jl  seemt,  dined  together  the  day  btfiwa 
d)e  meeting  of  the  sd  of  December.  Tim  or  throe  ivkf 
netsea  are  called  to  pn>w  that  fiict.  Besdly  tbit  as  trifling 
Willi  your  undentandiDgs.  Aooordingtotbeaoconntghreii 
by  Castle,  a  stranger,  Angd,  was  admitted,  attd  suddenly 
ditmitaed.  In' thb,  which  is  the  only  fact  as  to  the  dinner 
which  is  at  all  material,  be  is  not  confiraaed^  And  yet,  if 
bit  story  were  tme,.  Angel  msght  hwre  heem  «Ued  toe  Aat 
parpoae.  Bnt  to  show  the  mhie  of  tkosa  dicamttanoBs  of 
ooafirmation  wbicb  have  been  cUeSy  insiatai  nppn  m  this 
ease,  let  me  snppote  il)ai  any  one  of  yon  Oendemen,  by 
lome  accideaty  wei;e  tfacown  into  die  company  of  a  man  of 
tUs  dcacciptiOQ  in  two  or  three  diffemnt  placet,  and  t^at^ 
avaUnig  himself  of  this,  he  weie  to  cbaage  yon  wids  soaaa 
iii£Mnont'crinie,.yon  iutiBt  ia  yoor  defence  npoa  the  base^ 
aem^of  bm  cfaamoter  i  yon  recfi? c  kx  answea,  Ttne  itit»  ba 
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!•  a  |K>toriM3liar|  i^  fidlow  vUboat  pnnciplis,  aad'ttaincd 
f/Uk  «v6ry  poflfeibk  ctimfi,  but  be  ig  coaErmedy  wd  wiu 
neiseip  are  called  to  prove  that  yot  were  seea  in  bis  coip^ 
paDj  at  the  diSeretit  places  wbicb  be  bad  metttioned^^woiiM 
k  mOV  be;  abmtd  add  monstrous  to  take  these  cirQamstanocs 
as  coafirmatory  of  tbe  tratb  of^fbe  charge. 

GeMlenjen,  I  have  ended  this  part  of  tbe  oMe;  I  do 
Bot  aieao  to  say  I  bare  canyasicd  every  fact  of  confirm 
Viatiofi  which  has  been  insisted  upon ;  it  would  wear  out 
your  patience  and  mine  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  do  it;  bol 
I  have  selected  the  most  striking  and  the  moat  promineati 
aud  sbewn^  that  to  a  reasonable  mindi  they  do  not  teud^ia 
the  slightest. degree,  to  confiTm  the  .evidence  of  Castle  as 
to  tbe  conspiracy  to  overtara  tbe  govemmenl^  and  to  lay 
prostrate  tlie  6tate. 

,  Gentlemen,  there  is  another  circumstance  of  criminali^ 
which  has  been  much  dwelt  upon^  for  I  will  not  pass  oy^ 
any  thing  which  is.considered  ms  material,  i  allude  to  the 
fbarge  of  seducing  the  soldien.  There  is  a  particular  Act 
af  Pailiameht  by  which  that  offence  is  made  felony,  I  do 
njDt  mean,  however,  to  fay,  tl^at  it  may  not  tbeiBfore  \^ 
used  as  evidence  upon  an  indictment  of  treason ;  but  who 
were  the  parties  conoemed  in  these  improdent  and  idJe 
conversations  ?  ^loes  Wataoa  4sver  appear  in  any  of  them  i 
Crastle,  throti^ont,  ia  tbe  principal  actor;  he  intfodoees 
aad  eodeavours  to  recommend  bjnuelf,  by  lies,  to  the 
toldiery ;  be  representa  himself  at  one  time  to  be  a  native 
of  yprkshire^  ior  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  favour  of 
a  particular  individual  among  themi  and  proceeds  in.  tbe 
mm^  manner  n^itb  others.  I  do  not  attempt,  nor  do  I  wishr 
to  justify  or  palliate  bis  condact  Bat  bow  does  this  affect 
WatsQUj  uaieis.ypu  believe,  as  I  l^ye  before  so  often  observ^t 
ed|  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to  oT^rtum  the 
sttite.  If  you  establish  that  Castla  and  Watson  were 
^gaged  in  su^h  a  coaapinicy^  pi  wbidbt  I  xepm^  there  ia 
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iio  evidence  deserrihg  off  credit,  then  T  admit  he  might 
be  affected  bj  the  nnsconduct  of  Castle ;  bdt  unless  that 
be  made  out^  ft  woald  be  craelfy  and'  injustice  in  th^ 
extreme,  to  make  the  acts  of  Castle,  or  of  any  other  person; 
evidence  to  affect  the  prisoner  upon  this  charge.  These 
persons  were  certainly  desirous  that  the  intended  meeting 
dioiild  be  as  extensive  as  possible;  placards  and  hand- 
bills were  given  to  Castle  and  others  to  distribute  among 
ibe  people.  Is  there  any  thing  to  shew  that  this  was  not 
bbna'Jide,  and  merely  for  the  object  professed.  Castle  may  " 
have  gone  into  the  Tower,  add  distributed  the  bills  impro^ 
perly  among  the  soldiers ;  but  does  that  appear  to  have 
been  ever  cbmmunicstted  to  Watson,  or  that  he  in  any  way 
anthdrixed  or  approved  it  ?  I  do  not  feel,  with  regard  to 
any  part  of  this  case,  when  it  comes  to  be  fairly  examinedi 
that  it  affects  the  prisoner  Watson,  as  to  the  offence  with 
which  he  is  charged.  Do  not  understand  me, 'however, 
to  say  that  this  meeting,  and  the  riots  which  ensued,  wer^ 
not  highly  improper,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  prevented, 
and  the  adthors  punished ;  but  I  do  say  diere  is  no  evidence 
to  make  out  the  crime  of  high  treason  against  the  pri* 
soner;  for  I  am  sure  you  must  be  satisfied  there  is  nd 
proof  to  shew,  that  this  knischievous  mob,  had  in  view  the 
overturning  the  government  of  the  country.  > 

'"  Gentlemen,  1  have  examined  the  outline  of  the  case,  ni 
for  as 'the  question  of  conspiracy  is  concerned ;  there  are 
many  slighter  circumstances  upon  which,  if  the  time  would 
permit,  T might  comment,  and  perhaps  with  effect;  but 
I  "pas^  them  over,  leaving  the  matter  to  your  good  sense 
And  discernment,  and  to  that  attention  which  you  have 
fSiewn  through  the  whole  of  this  complicated  enquiry.* 
I  am  quite  convinced  I  may  leave  them  safely  in  your 
hands. 

But,  Gentlemen^  let  ns  now  consider  how  ihe  case  stands' 
it'pofi  those  fcttkvrhich  tire  established/  indepenidentfy.of' 
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^  evidence  of  CasUe>  I  mean  -as-  to  the'^rcbeedklgd  of 
the  3d  of  December,  ODdttfae'Stepa*  pceviouslj  tafaeo,  with 
a  view  to  the  meeting  on  that  daji  upon  this*  part  of  thd 
caae,  which  my  friead,  Mr.  Wetherell,  has  &a  fiilly  coa«» 
sidered.  I  Aall  be  extremely  short  What  I  hfive  hithcrtc^ 
been  coiftmenting  upon  is,  either  the  evidence  of  Castle,  or 
the  facts  supposed  to  be  confirmatory  of  his  evidenee**  The 
circumstances  to  which  I  am  now  to  advert,  are  circum^' 
stances  of  which  we  have  been»  a^  it  were,  witnesses)  from 
the  part  we  have  taken  in  this  enquiry.  In  the  4irst  placc^ 
tlien,  in  the  order  of  the  proofs,  there  is  the  advertisement 
for  the  original  meeting.  Is  there  aby  objection  to  that 
advertisement?  if  I  properly- understood  the  Attorney 
General,  he  did  not  object  to  it.  In  his  liddress  to  you, 
he  admitted,  for  he  was  compelled  to  admit,  that  partieaf 
had  a  right  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  petititfniftg.-^-Gen* 
tlemen,  this  is  a  right  we  claim  by  tbeiaw  and  constitutioa 
of  the  country.  It  is  a  right  for' which  our  "fathers  fought 
and  bled,  which  was  established  by  the  petition  of  right  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  First ;  and  after  the  overthrow  of 
the  Stuart  family,  W8is  confirmed  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  in 
die  first  year  of  William.  We  do  not  accept  this  ar 
a  boon,  or  concession,  from  the  Attorney  Gefaeral.  If  the 
people,  or  any  particular  class  of  the  people,  are  reduced  to 
a  state  of  poverty  and  distress,  if  they  think  their  misfor- 
tunes are  to  be  referred  to  the  mismanagement  of  the 
persons  entrusted  with  the  government  of  the  country,  if 
they  have  any  grievances,  either  real  or  imaginary,  they' 
have  a  clear  right  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  known  by  petition  to  the  Sovereign,  or  to  Parlia^ 
ment ;  this  is  a  part  of  the  law  and  constitution  of  thie 
country;  it  is  .a  right  which  has  never,  of  late  years,  been 
questioned,  and  I  hope  and  trust  never  vrill  be  questioned 
iQ.futare.  We  know,  indeed  that' for rlierly,  in  tlie  arlxitrary 
reign  of  Cbnles  the  First,  wheh  the  courts  of  jostide  were* 
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hf  Attr  f&bttnriow^  to  Uie  will  of  the  csdwI) 
imve  happeiwd  wiiere  pcnont  have  been  fined  and 
impriaoudiMid  their  e«rt  naikd  to  the  pillorjr,  for  darkis 
to  petHioo ;  but,  I  thanh  God,  those  tines  are  passed,  aod> 
I  fervently  pray  and  tnist>  never  to  return*--*- 

Mr*  JHPtmtjf  General*    I  never  qfoeationed  that. 

Mr.  Serfeani  Copltjf.  The  Attorney  GEeoeral  says  he 
never  questioned  this ;  be  never  did ;  he  nover  oould.  Lei 
a«  peas  on.  Somethtng  has  been  said  about  these  persona 
being  Speoceaos*  Is  there  any  evidence  in  the  cause  upon 
the  subject;  the  name  indeed  has  been  inemioned,  bikl  there 
has  been  ooevidence  to  show  of  what  those  soeieiies  ooueist^ 
or  what  are  their  principles  or  doetrines.  What  theAt« 
fomey  GeMiul  has  st^ed  upon  this  bei^,  «|^peani»  front 
the  informaiipo  I  have  received^  not  to  be  correct*  Bu^ 
Gentiemen^  we  are  not  enquiring  ioto  mere  iiheoretkial 
piinciples  and  notions.  A  lUfui  may  maiutaio  the  priuH 
eiples  of  the  Spenceaas»  widiout  being,  on  that  aecount^ 
amenable  to  the  law.  Tha  principles  of  the  St^ntean^ 
sytem,  as  I  understand  it,  is  not  to  give  a  certain  portiMl% 
of  the  laud  to  each  individual,  but  to  vest  the  whole  it% 
the  government,  in  order  that  they  may  poreel  it  oat 
aooording  to  a  certiua  phta  io€  that  purpose;  a  sebemo* 
more  yisionary  and  «hsuy<i^  if  possible,  than  U^  formei:^ 
But  what  hea  aU  this  to  do  with  the  pdreseut  charge  of  h^^. 
treason? 

Then,  Gentlemen,  we  cooEie  to  the  e<\>Qunwen(  i  wl^ 
proposes  the  a^jourum^ntf  h  is  a  gr^i^  ^tnve  of  loy 
laumed  friend  the  Ati^oruey  Geuerars  case,  tihul  this  ad^' 
joumsient  to  the  ad  pf  December,  was  proposed  9^  9m 
amendment  by  young  Watson,  i^nd  by  pr^ioiw  ^opo^^t,, 
with  a  view  to  the  objects  of  the  oonspifacy.  But  wuch. 
the  conduct  of  tb^  prisoner  at  the  bsu^;  he  interfere^  topso^ 
vent  it.  Acicofditig  to  the  Attorney  General,  uo  early  d^y, 
the  2d  of  December^  wai  to  be  fixed  upon  to  curry  their 
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jUtrpe  joQog  Wati^a  prpppsfMl  tlye  adjonMHODM  U  tbr 
jufgg^tioa  of  9(m^bodj  »\,  d»^  boHf^nof  iht  im»;  1^ 
iu3  faihtr  interpoMNl,  h#  iMe^wonred  w  IMMW  hU  fpn, 
mid  prppof^  •  niQre  diitai^t  peripd. 
pur  f(^tenti9p  i«  itM^vdifiisp  to|i|e|pr^  f»lMPMM}»  '*  E»gr 

alfiOAt  ^iMt wox4^  <}f  46  ifwvHTtal  Nf Iiod,  ^he  foin^iirilr 
b^of il^  PritUbtt4tjiQa«  Tb<?yf^cAlhiigiwtMd  spkor 
didMdgloripu»a^kv«ine«t9i:tI|ey  r^al.thi^  glJlMiti!y» 
tbe  Wi9h9kef^  firiooea«  aqd  lyoiMiiiicy  of  bi#  bmve  MVir 
|M9Aipw  in  mmhMA^99^  hmp  vW  bave  la.Mbly  fwigfai^ 
iip4  bled,  and  diad.  fpr  tbeir  G«uatry»  To  ^bfit  ii  Uiia 
bold  and^^^fiU^  iipwitlp  b#  pelanred?  T^iba  limdaaa 
«4^  opr  ^i^itimtipnaai^  kwifl  wd  to  tbat  proud  faafaigaf 
p^miiat  ipflfpaml^Qi^  wbiicb  it  Weatba*  iPto  tlur  boirt 
Md  4ou}  of  joffi.  .  JUt  !M  cb^ririi  md.wvf la  itt 

Spmatbiog  if  aaid  in  tha  placard  abpA^  Iv^bipdi  and 
aboyit  iba  wratcbad  aute  of  di^r^as  to  wbipb  iha  mtia^i^ 
baa  beao  redmred ;  I  will  ooi  eoqair^  wbaibf^  9^  opt  tba 
pictura  !•  exaggcratad ;  I  tbink  I  bava  aiaa  tbiog9  a» 
strpQg  report^  about  ^hat  tima  ia  tbe  pgbUc  i|0Wftpapar% 
a?  tb?  upeacbaa  pf  at^^bera.  of  tha  lagi^laUirf,  U  m^y* 
I  admiti  ba  wrpng  to  addrass  aucb  thiiig«,  ^^batbar  tma  of 
falia^to  %hfi  malutuda ;  it  may  ba  wrongs  fp  «tii9fdata 
ibair  paw^iu}  it  may  hare  baeo  dpae  wjtb  a  i9«»«bAavaai 
po|rpoaei^ba(wa4  ^doaa  witb  a  traasonabla,pwpa94»  ^id| 
aa  ititf^  at  on^^  tp  fubvert  tba  goH&^^mM  of  tb# 
pppRtry  i 

Tba  cplovura  bava  bcaa  mupb  iaaistad  apoii  and  Mrtvot 
d^ca^  witb  cfii^^iderabla  parada  to  yoqr  vi^ait  Hm%  Oavr 
Ibg  spoka  of  the  tri-coloured  flag,  wbiab  aftf  rwardf  tHraad 
P4(  m  ^  ^^i^olpared  flag;  it  wa?  impofMI  \^V^T 

learned  fr^pd  »bould  f  e(  ^^  rfgbt>  ba^ame  tbc  uaimwaft 
a;  4fst  fooveya^  by  M^  Ppwliog'a  «¥i4w«[«  yp«k  tiMC<^ 
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miemvmA  u^.imtvMXfv   Wh^Bt  thsot  Qmtlemfiv.a^^ 
yift  ^  ihiofc  9f9  ropoft.wi(^  by  «  penmiii  the  si;tiiatk|i| 

Mt^  i^nK^ii^tp  tbiQ  8wi^  of  tb4  wsmUitn^  md  MMd^t 
tk^  moit  iiid«w;nteUe  tuoiult  wd  npioar.  B«t  Mr^  D^Wr 
litt9|)vMi«h««  Wt^accoaiitia  the  ncsrapapcfB;  wedoaM 
hnaw.wlMl  thfi^acowipt  w«i;  but  be  afterw«fd«  g<»i^  tp 
tk^Qftoe  of  tb^  Secvetaiy  of  Stace^  and  maben aoiiiftcogirr 
waDic«lHm/  We  are  told^  tbat  we  buive  bo  rigbt  ta  is^ 
^iiire  into  that  compninicatioa«  It-  tprii9  out,  how«yelri 
tjiattbei  speeches  published  previous  to  that  intenriew  da 
wot  qaile.  conespodd  with  the.  report  now  prodaced4 
Mii^  DawUHg  wan  about  to  state  how  tfaat.hi^ipeaedj;  he 
w«i  prereated*  All  that  I  say >  theiefojei  is,  that  differeot 
ataftements  haive  been  made  by  Mr,  Dowli^g,  Aoothet 
«itQei%  yowg  Sheermao,  is  caUed.m  the  plwt  of  tb* 
CioiKB»  b9  eould  collect  only  a  few  words,  tb^se  wm  i^ 
CMjtiQual  pusbmg  about,  a  gvfat  noi^  and  distaicbanee^ 
w4  hcooiild  h^  but.liitle,  and  that  iipperfectly^  aad  yet 
bewaa  iv  near  the  speakers  as  Mr^  IHnjwling^  AwHbi^r 
witaess  who  has  b^Hr  oal|ed  to-day,  n  veiy  iaieUigvml 
IPtadesten^  tbou^be  WMt.to  the  spot  to  get  iafimnatiM^ 
and  was  very  near  the  waggi^,  was  oirfy  able  to  collect  m 
geneiaV  4iat  the.  speech  was  ab^ut  the  Prints  Regent. 
Can  yoYK  t^en  pbiee  any  o^ofident  reliaiice  npm  di^  mpc^r- 
racy  of  speechcp  reported  upd^  saeh  cuircuiiistaAees  hgf 
Bowling  i  I  wish  to  impute  nothing  tot  any:  mm jame-^ 
Opssarily,  bni  lahoold  not  dischai;ge  tby  doty^piop^Iy  ia 
this  cause,  if  I  did  not  ma]Le  the  observatiom  which  the^ 
fiiOJU  fiurly  suggesu  Yon  wUl  remefsbef  too^  that  Mc« 
IKmUiOg.  is  contradjqted  in  a  material  fact  by  Mr.  Steer^.. 
Time  W48  a  qiaestipQ  put  to  Mr*  Dowli^  fay  vt^j,  firien4> 
Mr.  Wetfa^rell,  whether  he  had  not  sai^  that  he;  had  cfi 
eiy^gied  a^pbice  oic  other  xcimieratiQq[  for  ^h»s  sendceai\ 


356 

At  cH^  not  answer  it>erydisdnctly^  butsidd  in  sabttatics^- 
he  bad  only  declared  that  he  expected  to  be  paid-^a  fair^ 
equivalent  for  his  tim^  and  ttotiUe.    It  appitert^  litrttewet^^ 
Vy  the  evidence  of  Steersy  diat  he  informeld  him,  tintt  be? 
had  either  got  or  expected  something' ftir  himself  or  hlsf 
brother,  to  the  amomit  of  two  or  three  Hundred  ponnds^ 
,  ftyr  his  exertions  upon  this  occasion.    In  the  report  of  a' 
speech,  much  may  depend  upon  a  word — ^upon  a  difference' 
in  the  turn  of  a  phrase,  and  other  circamstances.    Bat^ 
too  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  this  pan  of  the  case^' 
upon  the  speeches  supposed  to  have  been  delivered  upon" 
this  occasion.    They  might  be  improper,  and  pierhaps  ali^ 
the  speeches  delivered  at  the  l^pa-fields  meeting,  whether 
by  the  prisoner,  or  by  Mh'  Hunt,  or  any  other  person^  were* 
inrproper,  inflammatory  speeches  addressed  tor  themattih 
tnde,esijecially  in  seasons  of  distress  are  highly  centmalbte. 
But  still  that  is  not  the  question  here.    You  are  inqviringl 
not  whether  they  have  acted  indtscreetlyaad  improperly,  btir " 
vrhether  they  fafave  been  guilty  of  high  treason;  whether 
they  had  formed  and  matured  a  plail  to  subvert  the  Govern-  * 
meiit;  or  whether  what  they  did  wits-  for  tbi^  pOrpbs^  and^ 
in  the  spirit  of  general  mischief,  without  any  settled  d^-  * 
ttoninate  -object  or  design* 

!Let  us  then  trace  them  iii  thei)r  ph^gtess.    They  break" 
ti^{iM(m' the  place  of  meeting,  and^^robe^  with  their  two 
flags  and  bannier  along  Coppice*row;  they  are  immediately  * 
attached  by  Mt.  Stafford  ;  he  is  without  arms,  and  it  does 
nbt  appear  that  there  was  any  person  to  assist  him,  excep't ' 
Limbrick ;  they  seize  the  banner  and  one  of  die  flags,  and^ 
the  rest  of  the  party  escape,  literally  escape  from'  these  ^ 
two  officers.    What  are  their  numbers?    It  is  stated  by 
Hpggtns,  that' they  did  not  exceed  a  hundred,  and'inthig^ 
he  is  confirmed  by  anodier  witness,  who  sa^  theniiit^* 
Skinner-stifefet.    It  is  true,  they  were  afterwards  joined  by  ^ 
a' number 'of  spectator^;  women  and  idle  boys;  butthil' 
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revfilotiooary  army,  of  which  we  haire  heard  to  mncfa/aa^ 
wrhich  sectts  to  imve  filled  my  learned  firiends  with  dismay^, 
contiilcd.of  notbiog  but  a  rabble  of  an  bundled  meiu 
Ltoadistbese  facts  very  carsorily,  became  they  have  been 
ftateittiei  to  admirably  to  your  view  by.Mr.  WetberelL 
I. will  not  weaken  the  in]y>re88ion  which  .he  mu$t  have 
iia'de  jopony^Nir  faints**  But  to  follow  the. progress  of  thia 
hpftik  array : — After  papsiDg  the  Rubicon  at  Coppice-xow, 
where  ihey  are  put  to  flight  by  two  Boyr-street  oflicers, 
they  proceed  through  Smitbfield  to  Skinner-street;  they 
afterwarda  attack  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop,  which  they  break 
open.    I  do  not  justify  that  outrage;  it  was  in  every  view 
of  it  most  abominable.    I  hope  to  God  the  explanatioD»  ^ 
which  I  think  may  be  given,  as  to  young  Watson,  is 
correct ;  not  that  he  is  here  to  answer  for  the  crime,  but . 
for  the  sake  of  his  own  feelings,  his  future  comfort  in  life. 
I  hope  that  he  never  did  intend  to  fire  the  pistol,  and  that" 
it  was  the  lesalt  of  accident.    It  b  clear  that  the  evidence 
of  Mr,  Piatt  and  of  Hone  are  at  variance;  v^hich  then  pf . 
the  two  is  most  likely  to  be  correct,  the  man  who  was  r 
wounded,  or  the  man  who  was  a  cool  spectator  of  the 
tcansactionf    Hone  t€^IIs.you,  that  the  bands  of  Mr.  Plau 
were  upon  th6  slioulders  of  youjag  Watson,  and  that  the ; 
pistol  immediately  afterwards  went  oflf.    I.  think  ^he.said 
in,  less  than  a  second,  and  that  he  instantly  threw  dowu 
the  pistol,  and  expressed  great  concern  and  contrition.    It 
is  possible  it  might  have  been  the  result  of  accident;  but ; 
he  is  not  here  to  answer  for  the  offence,  he  is  not  amenable  . 
to  the  laws,  and  the  prisoner  is  not  responsible  for  his  mis-  * 
condupt.    There  is  something  singular  as  to  the  attack 
on  Beckwith's,  and  which  you  cannot  fail  to  have  noticed. 
It  does  not  Appear  by  any  means  certain,  that  the  rioters 
'  originally  intended  to  attack  the  .shop  or  seize  the  anns.; ; 
they  passed  the  house,  Aey  enquired  at  the  door  for  young  • 
Watson,  they  were  near  the  shop  for  upwards  of  fifteen. 
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^IbQtes^  without  shewing  any  intendon  of  committing 
..Viokoce,  friid  it  was  only  in  consequence'  of  their  heing 
^ecetved^  and  seeing  young  Watson  in  confinement  at  an 
upper  window,  that  they  commenced  \he  attack  which  led 
to'tbe  seizure  of  the  arms.  It  is  possihie;  and  yon  will 
lilways'put  the  most  lenient  and  lavourable  construction 
ihat  the  circumstances  wiH  admit  upon  the  conduct  of 
men,  thatdl  this  violence  might  have  arisen  from  the 
•eiznre  and  confinement  of  young  Watson.  Then,  Gen- 
tlemen, having  once  procured. arms  in  this  mode,  is  It 
unlikely  that  the  same  thing  would  be  repeated,  and  the 
same  acts  of  violence  renewed^  It  is  unnecessary  however 
to  enter  into  these  speculations  in  considering  the  present 
charge.  ' 

'  But,  Gentlemen,  let  us  accompany  them  further.  It  is 
said  by  Castle,  that  a  part  of  the  plan  was  to  attack  and 
take  possession  of  the  Bank.  It  appears,  however,  from 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown,  that  they 
actually  passed  the  Bank,  proceeded  Acfwn  Firmces-street 
arid  into  Comhill,  without  taking  any  steps  in  furtherance 
of  their  sapposed  design.  And  yet  we  are  gravely  toM 
of  a  plan  to  storm  the  Bank,  toUock  up  the  avenues  witli 
the  books,  and  to  defend  it  with  glass  bottles,  against  the 
military  power  of  the  country.  Does  not  the  story  defeat  , 
itself  by  its  own  inconsistencies  and  extravagance.  There 
was  nothing  of  which  these  conspirators  were  supposed  td 
be  so  much  in. want  as  faafds ;  even  the  possession  of  arms 
was  sot  of  more  importance  to  them ;  they  conceived,  it 
is  said,  that  tlie  Bankwoidd  supply  this  deficiency;. but 
instead  of  attacking  it",  they  pass  its  very  gates,  and  go 
in  fmrsttit  of  oiher  objects. 

'Their  next  exploit  is  the  skirmisli  at  the  Exchange/ 
This. is  called  a  levying  war;  a  tomukuaiy  movement, 
€Ottlenq>tible  in  nmnbers.aod  means,  and  without  any 
fixed  object  an  deiign.    Tbey  are  attacked  by  eight  un« 
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■  Mprimfi^  viOi  Urn  pKtbf  CUef  tfagMmte  ofiheidi^ 
4a  .t)ielr  .beaik  who  is  maong  rUie  wk9e#e»  for  |he  Cnum^ 
hut  wbo,  fbrwfatt  iPeasoo  4o6s  ppt  apfwr,  h$B  «qi  bM» 
,ci|l^  JtU  l)4|GM#e  iheoiNiiif^  tetdie  propecut«M  were 
i^Bfyfr^"^'^  ^^^  ^  would  have  kuglied  «t  the  idc^ccf 
JtUA^beiq^a  civil  wri  Bat  do  m^  ifRiMio^  .tliat  I ,i|kw|^ 
i<y^  ifcg  »ligbtie«t  jmpiitBtion ;  I  know  the  .gnatleiBaB  «q|^ 
jiig  for  ^0  Crowif»  to  he  saen  of  the^^o^t  l^ipoarah}e.€faar 
j/ffifs^*.  Dio  p<;ir^o  caa  be  mo^e  xeady  to  f^  ibfrn^hie 
^ilt)ate»  AQd  io  the  foUest  maooer  xhw  myself:  but  ibe 
JLord  Jldayror  is  not  called  Sir  James  Shaw,  however,  .|f 
^fcitoess.  Uoanoed^  he  attacks  them,  takes  tbexemai^ 
f0g.b«A9er  almoait  without  a  straggle^  aod  ch^  soldieiv  qt 
this  rebel  army  fly  in  all  directions*  The  last  remnaiity 
|p  ^e  bis  e^piCQisioa,  w.ere  completely  dispersed.  There 
pKS  a  slight  effort  to  retain  the  .coioucs,  hut  it  was  over- 
fomfi  ifx  ao  iostaat  by  the  worthy  alderoian  apd  his  firieoda^ 
^od  there  yas  mt,.  far  a  momeat,  the  kast  lalarm  in  angf 
fxpfi  of  the  pftrty.  This  is  a  levying  war  to  subvert  the 
IPpv/QQuneat^^dispQstitatioQ  of  the  country.  Is  itposr 
fihl^  jcbat  tbie  ^ittor^ey  General  can  seriously  hopc^  ^lipoti 
|be^  £actfy  to  lead  yon  to  suck  a  conclusion ; — ^the  mast 
Rational  ^4  e^ctravagaoti  I  will  ventmie  fp  say,  that  pveg 
(^ered  the  miod  of  a  hfomaa  being. 
, .  Di^eauyl  and  dispersed  at  the  E^cchaQga,.  a  few  of  tbe 
pfB^  proceed  to,  the  Minofief:  They  afe  Uiem  aeaii  bj^ 
«  gentlemafv  for  irhoni  I  have  a  giea$  i^eaiM^ct;  1  mean 
|f  r.  Hall,  who.  ij^oaedia^Iy  psopqaes  io  the  perso^f  Mt>mt 
him,  to  asfist  10  %U!^u^  thfjp.  *'  W^  Qoiii^-  fV^  h^ 
^  hfve  dispersed  tlfeios  i|i  a  infHiif nt  I  copsM^i^  ^^mi 
**  so  utierly  contemptible,  that  ^f  ado^eniaf.v^vttlpyomt 
*f  aims,  cQvM  ^y e  pnt  Unboi  to  ^ig^t*''  He  th^»  p«Poe^ 
to  the  Ti^w^ri,  aii4  i^m  for  n  v^^  ^^  tmmtjmm, 
^biph  is  r^^s^Y .  ft  <9eef9s  ijbey  hiA  m.  oiderB.  Aam^ 
»sdi^^  muwf  mi  imb  the  »>t  incMited  >^3Bt 
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:lmr iiicfwnd {wBjr  iflle  sp^ctMon;  boyi  aad  WMHk. 
Mr.  BniMkm  tettt  yoo,  liilf  m  doiM»  i«di  ooaii  irtftiM  hMe 
itriMi  ^MA  fMriiOiiMVy  or  4Mi(>«rM  then. 

TIhm,  Gentleinetty  I  am  btMgift  ahd<wt'ti6llie  dd«e^ 
tbii  ttcttt  ektmofdifluy  caiftpftign.  There  n'  Me  <ifK- 
-WHwAtm  tfigiDg  mt  of  it  vbkdi  1  c$smottaihe$t ttdtibg. 
These  rioters  ere  unopposed^  with  the  exeeplioii  xii  irhit 
<io6Cttrtecl«t  the  Exchange.  No  dviipoww  no  mlliMfy 
«iT  aimed  Ibtce^of  any  deacription  is  liroagfat  agisbkt  theift: 
^^Tbey  a»e  ^hsohitdy  ^dioot  check  or  eoatrdd.  WlMt 
A^  do  they  dof^^diese  persons  who  are  sttpposad  n> 
have  conspired  to  kry  war  for  soma  definite  end  ;-«-4lii^ 
winDdor  aboot  widiont  aim  w  object  ^— ifaey  possess  then* 
iselves  of  amui;  and>  instelid  of  asing  tbem  fbr  the  pnt« 
pose  of  misohief,  they  ^ie  a  fen-^loijoie  in  the  air^  to  ooni- 
memorate  (I  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Hall)  to  eoannemoinie 
that  Tictoiies.  Does  this  look  Kke  a  Jetded  intentioiS  a 
fixed  design  to  overtnni  ttie  GMcmsbent.  If  they  had 
keen  fannsediatcjy  checked  and  qndled^  it  migfaft  then 
perhaps^  wMi  some  piaii8ibility»  have  been  saM^  chat  the^ 
intended  to  have  levied  war  Ugainst  ilie  King  and  the  Oo» 
venment;  to  have  mifrcbed  to  Saint  JMiies*s,  to  have 
aeiaed  the  persons  of  His  Majesi^s  miateter»/t»  have 
taken  the  Palace^  the  Bankv  and  «o  on.  Sit  What  is  the 
ease  heie?  Th^  get  possession  of  ftims;  Aey^  coniinna 
witbont  tonttonl  for  ho#rs  together^  and  yet  what  do  tlwy 
4o1  Wluit  object  do  they  aim  at;-^what  Isifaeir  porpose 
aiw4  design  f-^CIearly  nothing.  They  do  hat  even  kao# 
what  I  to  do  With  Aeiir  annii.  Th«y  ire  theibfnifaeailk 
Even  the  misehitf  was  done  (aocoirding  to  sosie  df  tM 
witnessed  ii  g^od  Unmour,  nod  with  ihie  A{^KMttnnce  i^ 
Adogfatlelsiess.  Whete>  then.islbetteMbilf  Thetkwge 
v^wb  itself :  It  cto  make  no  impieMlon  on  yoik  nndeiv 
MttiMngik    I  do  wt  hesitnteA*  a  Wbhient  with  te^fi^  tb 

z4 
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.the  reftolt.    I  know  boir  I  shotild  act  id  yo«r  ritoattw; 
.#04  tburafoe  feel  aoaMcut  as  to  yo«r  deteiiMwtioii. 

TheD,  GeDtlemniy  we  get  to  ihe.Tower :— Here  is  «  ma 
.aappdtedto  advaooe  towaids  the  edge  of  the  ditcb^  and  to 
4Bakea  ridicoloas  address  to  the  men  on  thetiamparts. 
.B)(  whHa  is  this  pioved  i   By  two  soldiers,  who  gim  dtfEb^ 
M«t  Moonats  of  the  tianMetUm.    Heywacd  is  then  caBed, 
«Bd  he  contradicts  the  soldiers :  he  says, ''  I  stood  by  dus 
jMn;  I  beaid  Um ;  these  was  an  alarm  of  the  militsirj^ 
«Bd.he/]mt  his  sword  under  his  great  coat  and  walked 
^iwlgr."    It  is  dear^  theiefore,  if  be  speaks  true,  that  he 
diaavd  the  whole.    Now  what  aocountdoes  he  give:  the 
4MQ  oflfered,  he  says,  to  make  the  privates  captains,  and 
-to  double  their  pay,  in  case  they  would  come  and  join 
.them;  that  was  aU.   Now  let  us  see  what  this  same  person 
'says,  a^eoidtflg  to  the  evidenee  of  DarUhgton :  *i  Open  the 
jgates  soidiei»  and  let  us  in,  and  every  man  shall  have  a 
ibmid«ed  guiness  bounty  and  doable  pay ;"  he  adds,  **  we 
fdo  not  take  thejioldiers  to  be  our  enemies,  but  oar  friends, 
4hey  have  been  .fighting  for  die  rights  of  their  country,  and 
xonld  not  have  them."    But  according  to  the -testimony 
-of  Heyward,  who  says  he  heard  the  whole,  for  be  saw  the 
tnail  go  away,.iio  snch  words  were  used.    But  who  is 
'HeyWard  i  we  have  called  witnesses  for  the  pnrpose'  of 
-leHfog  yon  into  his  character;  of  telling  yon  that  he  is 
'Hot  a  person  to  be  trusted,  not  to  be  believed  npon  his 
<oath.    It  will  be  for  yon  then  to  consider  what  degree  of 
veliance  is  to  be  placed  upcfn  his  testimony ;  but  after  aUv 
it  was  not  Watson,  the  pfisoner,  who  played  this  ridicu^ 
loos  faroe.    If  yon  ask  me  what  I  think  of  the  slary,  I 
say  at  once,  I  do  not  believe  a  w^rd  :of  it.    But,  Gentle- 
men, there  is  another  person  who  speaks  as  to  whattis 
anpposed  to  have,  passed  at  the  Tower,  the  witness  CaatlQ. 
I^l^t  is  tUe  account  which  he  g«T^  in  answer  to  a  quMbn 
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jpQt and. poBiied  witfa>  ao  much  aciiteiieBB  bjr  yon.    Aecori^ 

iog  to  .the  apoounti  given  i  by  Hey  ward  and  the.  aoldien, 

«.lfaeBre.wtts.an1y  o&e  pencm  couoerned.itt  mafemg.  thia  absurd 

f harangue.  •  But .  tfaia  would  i  not  ^swer  .the  purpose  of 

.Castle.  .  Eager  to.  implicate  the  prisbner,  he,  telb<  yo« 

'tbere'wcietwo;  I  saw  them,  he  says;  sideways^  and  tbey 

iwere.  both  speaking  to. the  soldiere;   I  saw  it.dislnietl^^ 

He  does,  not  put  it  as  a  matter  of  doobt^.  he  swears  it  posi* 

tirdy  and  pefiemptorily.    But  again,.  Gendittien,  look  at 

.another  part  of  hW  statement*  .  One. of  the  other  witnesses 

aaid there. were  only  two  soldiers  upon  the  ramparts;  that 

he  waa. going  to  the  parade  himsetf,.and  tbe^  other  was 

'the.sentiyl   Wha^  does  Castle  say  ?  he  tdk-you  theie  mff^ 

,not  many  soldiers  upon  the  ramparts,  not  more  than  forty 

.or  fifty ;  but  I  am  sure,  he  says,  there  were  forty  or  fifty ; 

'  I  am  positive  there  was  .that  nvmber.. :  The  witnesses  differ 

in  the  accounts  wbich  they,  give;  one  says  there* was  a 

.mob ;  another,  says  there  was  nobody,  bnt . the  man-  who 

apoke;  but  Castle,  who  brings  up  the  rear,  diffBrs  Aans 

•tbsm  all ;  so  that  this  absurd  story  respecting  the  Tower 

.is  inconsistent  and  eoanradictory  in  every  part  of  it*    Is 

this  then  to  convict' a  man  provably,  according  to  the 

language  of  the  statute  of  Edward  III,  *or  to  use.  the 

comment  of  Lord  Coke,  by' plain  and  manifest  proof? 

•Throughout  there  is  nothing  but  contradiction,  absurdity, 

and-  the-  most  glaring  falsehood.    I  call-  upon  you  with 

confidence,  to  say,  whether  you  caobelieyeor  act  upon 

•such  evidence. 

-  -  Gentlemen,  there  isanotber  part  of  diis  case  :-^As  to  the 
ammunition  in  the  waggon,  the  witness,  WindermndCt 
said  yesterday,  it- was- put  in  by  Castle.  I  believe  Castle^ 
-from  the*  beginning  to  the -end,  intended  to^make  thes* 
men  his  prey,  and  that  with  this  view  he  endeavoured  to 
•draw  and  seduce  them  into  the  commission  of  crimes.  He 
appears  on  every  occasion  to  have  been  themoai'fonrarft 


«d  ^  mmat^ztiie.  i  Mkve  thn  te  fane  beallie 
.VMligMiit  .prinotple  ^f  his  Baud  mmi  condkio^  to«iid6iiw|ir 
to  cttHip  and  enswme  Us  assocMtes.  I  *beli0ve  sbat  tt> 
liaiieiaikled  ia  tUsose,  which  we  ace  told.  by.  Tvrfiagk 
iMOhattiy, la  whtck how^rei: i  aoainot ntse fftrtioslvfy 
«di«di^  has  eikted  da  Mher  caaes ; .  that  l^ersoM  ^^ 

aod-gaiadci  ob  hy  baae  and  tacaflhaaom  iJwBp  ta 
ttvkan,  in  osdar  ttiat  tbef  mi^  aftanraadsiietnif 
.h  it  pravad  tfaataiqf  lOthar  pCMm,  «9oeps  Casda^ 
r  AMt  thia  aaanranitfoii  ivaspntittla  tbearaggon?  «• 
ahacootBVT^  iskflioccskarthatiioatharfianoodid  JcBBW 
alf  ififcay  kadiraf  iit»  and  iataBded  as  a  ipart  of  their  d0* 
<aisB  ia  hfaafc  opea  she  gvaansths  sbafs^  woald  ^ey  haw 
Mi  t^  nw— anilaao  hehind  them?  but  Castle,  who  had 
idaoad  it  diera,  nes  ahsesit ;  no  other  pernio  kaew  of  iia 
Mng^M  she  wag^to^  and  k  was  therefore  left  behindsHk 
fr>  sawioh  far  Ae  wpwtimiiitiao» 

Thaaa  is  ^oolfaer  mranmstance  which  has  beeayiai^redy 
Md  whtGh»was  evidtotlj  intended  to  ond^e  an  lOipiresBkHi 
i^mi^oar  auads (  I  ^aUade  to  Mr*  Watson'is  apprehi— inn 
«|t  Highgi^te;  bti  what  are  we  lx>  mftr  fraoi  at?  he  had 
h0ea  at  a  mischievoas  and  riotous  iiieeliag>;  he  W9M  liaUa 
0.  pfosecotioa  and  (Nmishaie&t;  he  was  eOideavoiirii^  If 
yott  will,  ^  ge^  oal  of  the  way ;  but  d^es  it  foflow^  theRh 
fon^  ^t  he  was  cooscioos  that  he  had  coamitlisd  hai^ 
treasoD?  oaa  such  an  argmaeot  be  made  use  of  f  is.  there 
aay  iofereoce  fioas  this  circomstanc^,  ob  which  job  obb 
place  reliance  with  reference  to  the  present  pbarge  i  Thu^ 
efeiy  part  of  the  case  refutes  the  deductioas  aad  iafe- 
leDces  raised  by  the  Counsel  for  the  Crown. 

Gentleoiei^  I  feel  grotefal  for  your  aitenlioB  (  I  hav^ 
gone  through  dbe  case,  and  ^m  exhausted.  I  a|n  oODfide^t 
^t  you  will  see  it  in  its  true  lighl^  a^  a  mere  riot»  a  pifr» 
chievous  riot ;  that  it  is  not  an  ofienoe  of  a  higher  chaj;a0^» 
tl^  it  hfd  opt  ior  its  object  the  orertluow  of  tha  Govtra^ 
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that  Bwh  an  object  did  not  enter  into  the  serioiB  ^iewiof 
^e'  pMtie^  and  ankts  joa  are  ckavlgr  iaaliafied  that  tadi 
WQie  vtfacir  ioteaficMis^  yoo.caniiat  fiad  ika  {»m4mer  gdAty*  ^ 
i-  Bat,  Gn^Aemea,  I  liad  aloiost  fi^gotten  aoe  thingr;  f 
JMU  kmmk  addfitsaiag  anjaelf  hitberto,  afierelyto  the  diarge 
4iif  kivyiag  war  agaioafe  the  King;  hat  in  thai^  I  bav^ 
^braogboat  tkkea  into  canmdeiatiaii  the  imeotiaii  and 
«ilf6ct«f  .tbe  .ponies^  M  Aha  mata  ingDedtent  iRiUkeeasei: 
7n  so  Jhiugy  tbeidbre^  I  have  m  ^flBsct  oonBidered  Hkt 
mhble  iqoesttan.  Borif  70a  aia-  of  opimco-  chat  War  fraft 
«ot  lewd^  <ma  yaa  tbelievc,  npoa  the  ^rrideaee  yoa  hava 
haard,  that  there  tmm  a  conspiracy  «o  hvj  ^w,  in  ofdet 
to  pat  the  King  to  death  ?  If  not  then,  do  yon  4idie«e  thai 
there  was  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war^  for  the  purpose  of 
deposing  the  King  ?  If  there  was  no  conspiracy  to  levy 
irar  aganat  die  King^  there  coald  not  be  a  conspirw^  to 
lofff  <war,  m  cwder  to  depose  tbe  King.  Was  there  laMijf 
Ihsa^  a  piapose  <to  levy  war,  to  oblige  the  King  to  change 
bis  measures?  if  there  was  no  eosupifacy  »o  levy  Wfi# 
agaiast  the  Kiog^  there  conid  not  be  a  conspiracy  to  levy 
war,  in  order  to  cooo^pel  the  King  to  ohange  bis  laeasiiiiM; 
7hese  are  the  diflSerent  charges  against  the  prisoner  at  th^ 
ban  In  all,  the  arguments  and  observations  are  tbe  samc^ 
and  they  reofeive  the  same  fefutatioa ;  and  tihough  I  at  first 
thought  it  might  be  aeceamy  to  ^acamin^  in  de^.eaoli 
of  these  allegations,  and  that  this  might  biaacA  out  into 
a  variety  of  inquiries,  in  consequence  of  the  different 
nature  and  (Complexity  of  tbe  cliarges ;  yet,  in  the  way  ill 
which  I  have  considered  the  subject,  the  whole  resolves 
iiitb  the  question  to  which  your  attention  basbeeo  so  often 
directed — whether  there  was  a^xed  and  settled  plan  formed 
by  these  six  individuals,  without  means,  and  without  con- 
nexion, to  subvert  the  Government ;  and  whether  what  was 
done  by  them,  was  in  prosecntioa  of  such  plan.    It  Is 
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JnposBible  to  bdiete'it;  tbeie  is  no'  ciedtble  evMeuoe^o 
support  it. 

Geiitleiiiai>  I  have  finbhed ;  your  attentioD  miut  be 
fatignedaad  ezbansted.  Let  me  thea  conclude,  by  fervently 
prayiog,  that  that  Proridence  which  enlightens  the  minds 
of  men,  and  poors  the  spirit  of  truth  and  justice  into  their 
hearts,  will: dispense  that  light  and  spirit  .to  you,  in.  the 
discharge  of  the  great  duty  which  is  now  cast  upon  you : 
I  feel  the. utmost  conideDoe  in  you.  I  cannot,  ftoln  the 
atlention  you  have  shown  to  the  evidence,  aQttci|Mite  any 
other  than  a  favourable  result;  and  I  am.  satisfied,  that 
§llet  duly  considering  the  whole  eflPect  of  it,  you  will' pro* 
nonnce  the  deliverance  of  the  prisoner  from  this  great  andl 
vciigbty  charge.  t 


<  Xarri  jEJ/cadoroagft .  Mr.  Watson ;  I  am .  to  inform  yon 
diat  tUs  isthe^me,  if  you.wish  to  address  any  observations 
to  the  jury,  for  yon  to  do  so ;  but  yon  must  not  after*  the 
Counsel  for  the  Crown  has  replied. 

Mr.  Watson.  My  Lord,  after  the  very  able  defence 
I  have  rieceived  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in 
my  favour,  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  say  a  single 
word  to  the  jury,  anymore  than  to  dtsclaim  that  I  had 
any  intention  whatevier  against  the  form  of  Government 
established  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

hard  EllenborougL  I  beg  it  may  be  understood,  that 
what  I  stated. respecting  a.publicatibn  of  the  proceedings, 
respected  all  the  trials.  The  Court  desire  it  may  be  under- 
stood,  that  there  must  be  no  publication  previous'  to  the 
close  of  the  trials  of  all  the  prisoners.         . ,    . 
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Mr.  soLicrrbR  general:       '  ''  ' 

May  it  please  Your  Lordsbjp, 
Qentlemen,  of  the  JTiuy, 
.  THE  period  has  at  length  arrived^  when  it  beowi^  my> 
doty  to  address  yoQ.  upon  the  whole  .of  the  case,  as  it  qqw; 
stands  before  ypu;  a  duty,  which,  atany.tiiiie  ^nd  und^c- 
any  circuimtances,  I  should  feel  myself  yery  incompetent 
to  discharge ;  bat  now,  when  your  attention,  and  miive  Jbas' 
been  wearied  for  several  hours  in  the  course;  Q>f.  this 
morauig ;  after  it  has  been  exercised  for  so  many,  days  ia. 
tjiis  investi^tion,  and  when  so  many  topics  preseni 
themselves  to.  my  mind  for  con^4eration,  I  assure  you} 
niost  unfeignedly,  that.  I  feel  mysielf  quite  unequal  to  do' 
justice  to  the  task  which  is  impo^  upon  me ;  bu(,  Gen*t 
demen, '  I.  have  that  consolation  ^wbiph  juy learned  fiicftd 
who  Ifist  addressed  you  also  felt^.uppn  this  occasipn,  thatr 
I  am  addressing  an  English  Jury,  mfin  of  in^rity,  men  of. 
understanding,  who  are  to  form  their  conclusion  upon  the : 
evidence  which  has  been  adduced. to  them,  and  who  will,- 
1  have  no  doubt,  when  they  com^  to  make  up  their  minda' 
upon  this  case,  conscienl;iously  do  so.  , 

Gentlemen,  I  join  with  my  learned  fri^d  in  tbe^ 
request  which  be  n^ade  to  you  at  the  outset  of  his  speepb^'. 
that  you  will  dismiss  from  your  minds,  in  the  investigation - 
of  this  most  important  case,  any  prejudices  which  may  ^ 
have  been  excited  by  what  you  may  have  heard  without* 
dpors;  and  I  have  to  add  to  that  request,  and  I  add  it. 
'  mos(  seriously,  that  you  will  at  the  same  ti^ne  dischai^, 
from  jpur  miods  all  prejii^ices  which  m^y  ba\^e  he^g^y 


t  ftom  what  joa  may  have  heaid  within ;  because  I 
Me,  that  in  the  coarse  of  my  shprt  experience  at 
Hie  bar,  1  have  never  lleaitf  charge  advanced  more  boldly 
or  with  more  confidence  than  have  been  advanced  upon 
diis  oocasieo ;  charges  directed  not  only  against  those  by 
wfaooi  the  prosecution  has  been  instituted,  but  those -by 
whom  it  b  here  condncted^ 

Gentlemen,  1  know  that  my  learned  fHeiid' disclaimed 
imputing  any  improper  motives  either  tb  the  one  or  the 
dUNer;  bat  his  expressions  cannot  be  forgotten;  and  when 
that  speech  is  read,  as  my  learned  ff lend  anticipates  it 
win  be,  after  this  (rial  is  over,  those  eicpressions  wilf 
Mmain ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  me,  at  the  outset  of  that 
mhkh  1  have  to  address  to  yon,  to  say,  that  JEMiough  taf 
learned' firiend  intend^  notlung,  as  he  says,  pi^sorttlly 
against  those  against  whom  h^  e!(pressiobs  were 'direct^,' 
yetthM  nothing  which  has  appeared  in  ibis  cause'  (tod'ft- 
i^  ofaly  \}j  what  has  so  apipeaiped  ihtait '  it  is  to  be  tried;  or 
flottv  whieb  infe^renc^s  are  to  be  drawn)  warrants  th^  im^- 
putatioo  upon  either  the  one  or  tbe  other. 

Gentlema^  it  was  stated  by  my  learned  friend,  amllt^ 
was  reiterated  to  you  i^in  and  agai»,  la  tbe  course  ofliia 
address  to  you,  diat  the  record,  as  it  is  framed,  this  indibt«' 
nhent,  as  it  is  presented  to^you,  was  a  mass  of  confusion;' 
didt'no  predfe  charge  was  pointed  against  the  prisoner, 
and  that  it  was  presented  to  you  in  that  state,  in  order  that,* 
out  of  the  confusion,  something  might  be  conjured  up 
i^ainse  him  that  might  be  constHied  into  a  crime.     You 
have  been  toM   also,  that  if  your   verdict  should  be  a* 
irerdict  of  GuHty,  that  it  will  go  not  only  to  effect  the ' 
repeal  of  ah  existing^law,  I  allnde  to  tbe  Itiot  Act  (for 
sneb  was  the  expression  of  my  learned  friend)  but  &iat 
ii  wiU  tend  also  to  establish  a  newtfeason,  wholly  unpre- 
obdented,  and  till  now  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of  this ' 
cMBtry ;  nay,  more,  that  you  are.  called  upon  to  pronfrunce* 


puviMMe:;  wd  ^U  fiirtber,  ihni  to  Afiiilii:tii8t)H9f|KM|,  a 

deBcriptioii>.  in.prder  that  the.  Goyflfiwr  nt».  otifaoMfvli^ 
i|l»tiCQte4  tbi»  pipa^witiw^  jBiighi  odt  only  ettaUkh,  by 
jFow  vorfKeb  ^i9  imb^rdrof  treasooi  tlik  oem  ffii^lod 
efime^  but  that  they  may  eatafalish.it  by  pegory,  advlfi. 
fK^Qiy  proeitf'^  hy  them ;  for;I  iay»  that  no  exphnklm 
iRrUfih  can  be  gmn  of  the  expresaioitt  used  by.  my  leaned! 
ficiend  O^oughhediiclaimtJmpiitmgimprapermotNrei) 
cwflatiflfy  any  man  that.tbey  do  not.  conyey  Aeinipiiift^ 
tioD,  that  thw  i$  8  profleention  fonnded  ap<Hi  the  baaeal 
tnatimny^  pEoenied  for  the  purpose,  aa4  that  it  is  iii« 
ttndtd  to  eslahhdi  for  the  first  time  in  the  amitlsof  ihii 
cmuitry,  by  Ifae  decision  of'  a  Bntish  Jury,  nad^  the 
sbreotioaof  the  most  enlightened  Court  in  the-  kiDgdom^^ 
».neir  and  unbeanKof  erime.  I  do  therefore  most  fer* 
Gently  iqiplove  yon,  l^  the  obHgatien  nnder  whieh  yoU' 
ava  acting,  by  the  oath  which  yon  have  taken,  that  wbibt 
yon  aie  discharging  from  yonr  reoolkction'att  those-pve^' 
jtidiess  which  a»e  snpppsed  to  have  been  raised  wi^out: 
doom,  you  will  diiinisSi  at  the  same  tine>  those  inidovn'^ 
tiens  throwTi  oat  within  these  <  waUb  ;~insiniiati6n9  un^ 
Ibnnded,  unsuppcwted,  and  without  a  single  citoimstance 
or  a.  single  expression  in  the  cause  diat  can  warrant' 


Gentlemen,  lun  sore  that  when  I  am  addressing  men 
of  yoar  description,  the  appeal  which  I -make  to  yon  will* 
not  be  made  in  vain ;  and  thtft  you  will  come' to  the  de** 
dsion  of  this  canse>  as  if  yon  had  lieard,  for  the  filst  time, 
when  yon  entered  that  boy,  that  this  prosecotion  was- 
instituted,  and  that  you  will  fonn  your  opinion  upon  tfie"^ . 
evidence,  and  upon  the  evidence  alone ;  and,-  upon  thal^ 
evidenoe,  notwithstanding  die  very  able  address  wbidt  bas-^ 
been  just  made  le  yoa  on  the  part  «f  ifae  pmoner,^  unfesir 
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IwidLdeMim irffi^lf to  the  vi«#  vUch  I huve tekeii of 
thit  cm^'  I  tniit  before  I  sit ^(wn,  that*!  shall  iatisfy  voq 
MdtsveryoiieiiifaoflMW^iDe,  that  the  charge  against  the 
imsonerJias  been  iMde  out  to  die  fidfest  extent;  * 

\'X3cktfeiiieo,  5TO-faave  heard  a  very  lobg  andveiy'Un 
bottpus  dfscassion  upon  the  law  of  this^case^'aail  it  blames 
iae,.iiiK|uestii}osibiy,  tb^nswer  (as  I  'tbinkT'caii  mosteasilj 
do)  the  kgaUpropbsitioDs  'which'  havie  been  adraqce^,  and 
to  show  youitbat the chargeprefeired agaiDst'this priBoaer, 
ia^buoded  not  only  upon  the  statute  law  of  this  country, 
hot  opoh  I^Rai  decisions  repeatedly  reoogniz^d^  s^id  which 
aow  form,'  as  snicfa  as  the  statutes  themselves,  part  bf/tbe 
law  by  which:  you  are  to  be  guided  upon  this,  occasioa; 
Mtch  of  yo«r  attention  too,  was  fora  long  time  directedto 
Hrl^taresupppsisdiio  be  tbe'.multiittriouscbarges^in.thss 
iadictnie|itagainst:tbe  prisoner.  Now, although  the chai^get 
are  /our  in  aiimber,  yet  they  .are  all  supported  by  the*jsama. 
acts,  and  if  the  sa^ur  acts  prove  foui  different  species  o& 
tteason,  the  prisoqer  joaust  abide  by  jthe  coosequenee;  and; 
vi^en  it  is  comptained,  tliat  this  indiptment  conprizesa 
gref^t  nwliber  of  overt  aQCs,cand  a  great  number  of  facts  ta 
vbi^h  the  attention  of  the  prisoner  is  called,  let  it  be. 
ijeooU^ted,  that  it  is  to  his  advaujUige. that  .th$ty  should  be? 
stated  upon  the  recorjd; — the. law.  has,  indeed,  dir^tj^  iii: 
^isc§f^,.tjbat_f(CHr  the  benefit  pf^the  prispuec'eyj^ry  aci» 
tending  to  prove  the  treason  to  be.  established  against: 
lum,  shall  be  st(^tipd^,i](ppn  tbe  reqor4  ^-i^od  why,?  That  be 
may  have  an  oppor^nity  of  knowing,  before  he  copses  to. 
make  bis  defence,  the  facts  which  are  to  be  given  :iu: 
evidence  ta  constitute  the  crime  ch^ged  against  bim,  an4- 
tha^he  may- be. enabled  to  pr^epare.for  bis  defepce  ag^i^t* 
tboie£icts;.|uid  therefore,  6o;f£|r  from  this  b<>iqg  matter 
of  oamplaint  by  the  prisoner,  it  is  for  his  ben^t;  and  if;i^i 
diould  luqipen  in  this;case,  as  it  does  in  many  otha^i 
I^M.^. crime  is  to.  b^  discovered  by  a  long  chain  off 


eirctttturtances,  all  tenc^ng  to  the  some  .CoocliuioD ;  it;  that, 
tD.be  oalledf-as  my  learaed  /riend'  calU.il,  cnn^p^a^ive, 
Veason  ?  I  mii«t  confess  I  do  not  understfiid  the  term,  41a 
applied  in  that  way ;  it  is^  to.be  sure,  a  ca9e;of  cireuo^, 
staaces,  but  you  might  as  well  .say  that  DooeUan  or  Patella 
who  was  convicted  of  murder  upon  circumstantial  evidenoa^ 
was  convicted,  of  cumulative  murder,  as  that  it  i;^  at^e^tedl 
to  convict  this  man  of  cumulative  treasop^  merely,*  beei^use, 
a  number  of  acts  are  charged  upoa  the  recordj  from  whiok 
bis  criminality  is  to  be  proved.  These  are^.  indeed^.tdle 
complaints ;  they  are  complaints  made  unque^tipnably  £61: 
the. purpose  of  the  cause;  but  they  are- complaints  wl|i<^ 
when  you  con^e  to  your  decision,  you  oifght)  to  dismisa 
fjnom  your  min^s,  for  they  afe .unfounded  in  the  first  pl^# 
and  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  decision  in  thr 
liext» .  .      .  ,  ...  ..,/,, 

,  Then,  Gentlemen^  wha^  are  the  charge  fitP^  thi%  in*. 
^ictment  ?  The  first  charge  is,,  that  the  prisoiaer,witb  oth^, 
compassed,    imagined,  and  intended   to   iiu>ve   and  ^jq* 
cite  insurrection,  rebellion  and  war  against  our  Lord  th^ 
King,  and'  to  forcibly  put  our  Lord  the  Kiogitodcy^; 
and  the  indictment  then  goes  on  to  state  the  a^<which 
win  bf  .given  in  evidence  to  prove  that  treason.*  ;  My 
learned  friend,  who  addressed  yon  yesterday,  and  niy  learned 
friend  .who  has  just  spoken,  have,  with  some  degree  of  ridi- 
cule, alluded  to  this  part  of  the  charge;  and  they  say  that, 
it  is,  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  supp9s^  as  weU  from  his  age 
and  his  virtues,  and  other  particulars  mentioned  by,  tbem^ 
that  personal  mischief  was  intended  again&t.the  King^ 
But  when  they  were  thus  addressing;  you>  tb'ey  a».  lawyers, 
must  knoflj  that  this  charge  <^id  npt  necessarily  p^int.to  ^ 
direct  apd, immediate  attack  uppn  the  person,  of  His  Ma- 
jesty $  bat  tbatTjy  the  law,,  ^tablished  by  decisions  which 
paanpt  be  shaken,  although  personal  vioienoe  oic  personal 
barm  to  the  King  might  not  be  immediately  intended^  y^t 
Vol.il  Aa     • 


4SL[S  ihkMkA(A  mUngvi^i,  I  iinnk,  tised  by  mk 
of  Ui^  Kaiiied  friends)  was  directed  agaifast  the  majesty  df 
A\  Ctoim,  aikd  tended  lo  tbe  deposition  of  tbe  iing,  or  to 
otiirihrbw  ibe  goTeriitneni,  it  fn  law  constitiites  tbe  charge 
e6dtaifc«d  in  ttie  first  connt  of  this  ibdictment,  namdy  the 
c8tt^Ui^^  and  Imagining  the  deatli  of  t6e  Kiiig ;  ixH  I 
AoiSR  be  eihibtting  an  idle  labour  and  sb  useless  re- 
dttKh,  if  I  weire  to  atteilnpt  to  cite  cases^  oir  to  biriH^  befbr^ 
pfr  autlkortties  in  support  oF  this  proposition. 

Qentimen^  my  learned  friend,  Bir.  WetbereH  iaid,  iti 
ft^  course  oF  his  address  to  you,  that  he  wodid  not  tiike 
ibe  tiw  from  any  Attorney  Geneiral.  I  beg  leave  fierie  ttf 
liy,  tbbl  I  wilt  not  take  my  law  from  him;  and  yotr, 
Oenflemen,  will  not  receive  the  law  from  either  of  ns. 
Tlie  lieaned  judges  who  pnerfde  here,  will  direct  yod  on  thSt 
subject,  and  jrou  will  (as  yon  are  bound  in  duty  to  db) 
tftttml  io  tUtt  direction ;  and  if  I  should  be  mistaken  in 
toy  ]^MpointVott  I  may  venture  to  lay  down  io  you  as  an 
a8^o<»te  ih  Ae  tkuse,  it  will  receive  dbrrection  from  the 
Go\M. 

Thefa,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  next  charge  f  but  passing 
Aiat,  I  had  better  go  to  the  third  count,  which  js  framed 
npon  the  sinhe  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Statute  of  Sid- 
ward  III.  That  statute,  besides  the  compassing  and  ima- 
ginihg  the  death  of  the  King,  has  also  these  words :  ^  Or 
if  a  man  do  levy  war  aj^ainst  our  Lord  the  king  In  ^li 
raim  ("  and  the  ifaiid  charge  is  a  chaise  of  thai  descrip- 
tion :  and  I  shidl  presently  state  to  ybu,  from  tho^  books 
fibih  whicti  my  learned  friends  have  cited  Hbeir  auithoritibs^ 
i^hat  hav^  bie^  the  opinibns  and  dedsionii  of  thelearb^d 
Jtid^ei  u^in  thfs  branch  of  the  statute.  Aild  iKnre  I  caii- 
iK>l  help  ifiterposing  bhe  observation  iijk^h  th^;fldlacy 
wl^ch  has  pervided  the  arguments  of  iny  l^n«A  Mendi. 
tl  is  \hii :— thkt  ther^  could  not  be  a  leVyinj^  Wat*,  tHASSk 
the  iVeWn  Wak  succes^i^ ;  ^nfess,  ^  M^ei  in  M 
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case,  the  Bank  bad  been  taken,  and  the  Tower  destroyed; 
Gentlemen,  this  is  not  so ;  persons  may  levy  war  (and 
fortunate  it  is  for  the  country  that  it  is  so)  without  accom? 
plishing  their  object;  but  it  is  not  therefore  the  less  levying 
war.  If  they  appeared  in  array ;  if  they  appeared  armed 
for  a  treasonable  purpose,  although  they  did  not  d^op^olisb 
one  gunsmith's  shop,^  still  if  you  are  satisfied  of  the  trea* 
Qonable  intent  with  which  they  assembled,  the  charge  'm 
that  count,  that  tliey  levied  war,  is  made  out ;  apd  there<- 
fore,  the  extent  to  which  wajr  has  been  levied,  or  the  ^cr 
complishment  of  the  object  for  which  it  was  leviedphai 
nothing  to  do  with  your  decision;  This  topic  therefore  haf 
been  used  merely  to  excite  your  feelings,  and  through 
your  feelings  to  influence  your  judgments.  My  learned 
friend  who  last  addressed  you,  did,  indeed,  in  one  instance, 
put  this  pArt  of  the  case  upon  its  true  issue ;  namely,  thf 
intent  with  which  the  conspirators  assembled,  and  with 
which  these  outrages  were  committed  ;  for  as  to  the  i^ctui^ 
taking  of  the  'f ower,  or  the  destruction  of  tlie  Bank,  which 
they  contemplated,  being  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
the  oflence,  I  beg  leave,  as  a  lawyer^  to  deny  it.  If  those 
things  had  taken  place,  they  would  have  afforded  stronger 
evidence  of  the  previous  intent;  but  I  say, they  are  not 
necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  offence  charged  in  that 
count  of  the  indictment. 

Gentlemen,  the  other  two  counts  are  framed. on  a  statute 
passed  in  this  reign,  in  the  g6th  of  the  King>  by  which  4t 
is  enacted,  '^  That  if  any  person  shall  compasif,  imaginf, 
invent,  devise,  or  intend  death  or  destruction,  or  any  bodily 
narm  tending  to  death  or  destruction,  maim,  or  w^utiding, 
imprisonment  or  restraint  of  the  person  of  otir  Lord  tb^e 
King,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  to  deprive  or  depose  hiqd 
or  them  from  the  style,  honour^  or  kingly  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  or  of.  any  pth^r  of  His  Mh« 
jesty's  doniinions  or  countries;  or  to  levy  war  against  His 
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Majesty,  his  bein  or  soccesson,  witfaio  this  realm,  in  order 
by  force  or  constraint,  to  compel  him  or  them  to  change 
bb  or  their  measures  or  councils,**  he  shall  tie  guilty  of 
treason.    And  here  permit  me  to  say,  that  my  learned 
friend  the  Attorney  General  was  greatly  misrepresented  by 
my  learned  friend  who  first  addressed  you,  in  being  sup- 
posed to  have  said,  that  those  counts  were  unnecessary. 
My  learned  firieud  die  Attorney  General  stated  that  which, 
as  a  lawyer,  I  beg  leave  to  accede  to,  and,  as  far  as  my 
poor  anthbrity  goes,  to  confirm — he  said,  ''  that  although 
a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  was  not,  before  this  statute  passed, 
a  distinct  and  substantive  treason;  yet  that  long  before 
ibis  act,  namely,  under  the  statute  of  Edward  III.  it  had 
been  dedared  by  the  greatest  authorities,  that  such  a  con- 
spiraqr  was  evidence  of  the  compassing  and  imagining  the 
King^s  death."    That  was  the  proposition  the  Attorney 
General  laid  down,  and  that  proposition  I  will  shew  yon 
hereafter,  is  confirmed  by  those  very  authorities  to  which 
the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  has  alluded ;  and  yet  it  was 
represented  by  my  friend  who  addressed  you  yesterday, 
''  that  the  Attorney  General  bad  not  a  distinct  notion  to 
what  purpose  those  counts  were  to  be  applied ;  that  he 
considered  those  counts  were  wholly  unnecessary,  and  that, 
in  his  view  of  the  case,  the  treason  charged  might  with 
propriety  have  been  confined  to  the  other  counts.**    My 
learned  friend  the  Attorney  General,  however,  stated  no 
sacUr thing;  he  asserted  that  whidi  I  repeat,  that  though 
a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  be  not  a  distinct  treason,  yet  it  is 
evidence  to  support  the  charge  of  compassing  and  imagi- 
ning the  King's  death.    But  when  it  is  imputed  to  my 
friend  the  Attorney  General,  that  he  has  not  a  distinct 
notion  of  the  utility  of  those  counts  in  the  indictment,  I 
cannot  help  observing,  that  in  many  parts  of  my  learned 
friend  MnWethereil's  address,  he  himself  has  confounded 
the  evidence  of  the  crime  with  the  crime  iuelf ;  he  treated 
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many  of  the  acts  done,  as  the  treason,  instead  of  considei^ 
ing  them  only  as  the  overt  acts  of  treason.  Thus,  ^beo 
he  observed  to  you,  "  If  you  sdy  that  pulling  down  gim- 
smiths  shops  is  treason,  ^ou  will  bye  and  bye  be  called 
upon  to  say,  that  robbing  gunsmiths  shops  is  treason.  If 
you  will  say,  that  going  about  the  streets  with  banner*  is 
treason,  you  will  hereafter  be  called  upon  to  say,  that 
going  without  a  banner  is  treason."  Gentlemen,  these 
acts  are  not  the  treason,  they  are  only  evidence  of  it;  and 
therefore  my  learned  friend  himself  is  here  confounding 
the  crime  widi  the  evldeuce.  Of  this  confusion  my  learned 
friend  the  Attorney  General,  when  lie  was  addressing  you, 
was  not  guilty ;  because,  as  a  lawyer,  lie  knew  these  were 
not  to  be  confounded.  Again,  we  are  told  that  all  dis- 
tihctioil  between  riot  and  treason  is  sought  to  be  over- 
-  turned  by  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution; 
that  the  riot  act  is  to  be  repealed ;  that  the  acts  proved  in 
this  case  amounted  only  to  a  riot,  and  not  to  treason ;  for 
that  a  general  rising  of  men,  without  any  defined  object, 
was  not  treason ;  and  that  the  Riot  Act  had  made  this  sort 
of  offence  felony.  Gentlemen,  the  Riot  Act  has  made  no 
alteration'  whatever  in  the  law  of  treason.  It  has  indeed 
made  that  which  was  before  an  offence  of  a  minor,  now 
an  offence  of  a  higher  nature ;  but  I  speak  without  hazard 
of  contradiction  or  correction  from  the  Bench,  that  the 
statute  1st  Geo.  I.  the  Riot  Act,  has  not  in  the  least  varied 
the  law  of  treason.  My  learned  friend  Mr.  Wetherell, 
also  repeatedly  said,  that  with  all  the  great  research  he  had 
bestowed  upon  the  subject  for  a  month  past,  and  convers- 
ing with  his  friends  upon  it,  he  had  discovered  that  the 
only  question  in  this  case  was,  whether  a  riot  was  to  be 
converted  into  treason,  and  the  Riot  Act  to  be  repealed. 
Gientlemen,  when  we  look  back,  as  I  had  the  curiosity  to 
do,  to  a  leading  case  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  case 
of  Damaree  and  Parchase,  I  find  there  the  very  same 
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arguments  urged  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners^  upon 
the  statute  of  Queen  Mary,  which  is  the  foundation  of  the 
Riot  Act,  and  I  dare  say  they  were  urged  at  that  time  with 
.  as  much  vehemence  and  confidence  as  my  learned  friend 
has  urged  them  here;  but  I  find  them  urged  in  vain,  and 
I  find  that  the  circumstances  of  that  case,  wer^  those 
which  my  learned  friend  would  designate  by  the  name  of 
B  riot,  and  punish  as  such ;  but  it  was  said  in  that  c£vse, 
that  it  was  treason,  and  the  perscms  accused  were  convicted. 
My  leariied  friend,  therefore,  has  not  made  any  new  dis- 
covery upon  the  subject  of  riot ;  and  as  the  argument  ths^t 
occurred  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  had  then  no  avajl| 
then  to  I  trust,  it  will  not  prevail  now. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  unwilling  to  weary  you  by  quptationa 
from  authorities  upon  the  law  of  this  case,  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  parade  and  affectation :  and  I  really  M^jnk  do 
lawyer  can  have  any  doubt  upon  it ;  and  that  the  only 
question  that  can  be  raiseci  in  this  casQ  is,  upon  the  facts 
to  which  the  law  is  to  be  applied ;  and  therefore,  befor^ 
this  trial,  I  had  troubled  myself  but  with  a  very  slight 
research  into  the  cases  on  the  l^w  of  treasop  i  because  I 
had  no  ex^e|:tation  that  any  cpunsel  would  state,  that  tlijs 
was  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  Riot  Act;  or  that  the  Attorney 
General  of  this  day  would  be  charged  with  introducing  a 
new  treason  unheard  of  iq  the  law,  unsupported  by.  autho- 
rities, and  unauthorized  by^tatute;  or  that  if,  would  be 
supposed;  that  the  le^qed  Judges  of  the  realm  .could  ^anc; 
tion  such  an  attempt.  I  do.  however,  mo^t  confidently 
state  as  law,  that  if  parries  a^embl^  in  t^e  way  Jn  whicif 
these  parties  assembled,  for  the  redress  of  a  real  or  a  fancied 
grievance  (for  such  is  the  language  of  the  lAwyen  upon 
tlie  subject), that  if  they  ^ttepapt  by  force  to  effect  Aat  in 
contravention  of  the  estab}ished  la^  of  the  jaud ;  I  say^  if 
that  be  proved  (and  it  must  be  proved^^  it  is  Ijreafon ;  anjJ 
therefore,  as  it  scenes  tp  ^le^  the  oijrly  au^tioa  in  ^ii^pa^e 


^,  wh^^her  tl|f  ponies  4i4  aas^^mble^  pot  for  ^n  mde^tied 
object,  as  Mr*  Weth^ell  puts  it,  but  with  a  view  to  overset 
^e  o}d  {[^py^roinent ;  ai:jd  if  they  di^,  whether  or  not  iliev'' 
had  a  new  3p<ecifiq  Government  in  view,  is  not  materiiu. 
And  whajt  would  my  learned  friend  have  said,  if  th^e 
persons  h^d  been  s)iocess|nI  in  their  projects^  ^nd  had  get 
possession  of  t}ie  Tower  and  the  Bank  ?  §till,  in  his  vi^ 
o^  the  case^  it  yould  be  only  a  riot,  under  the  l^iot  Act, 
''  The  parties  have  broken  open  the  gunsmiths  shops, 
taken  ^rms,  created  gr^^t  alarm  and  te^or  throug^P^^  "le 
town.  All  the  ^hops  are  by  reason  of  it  shut  up,  and  tna 
peaceabie  inhabitants  are  prevented  from  pprsuing  their 
ocpupatign^ ;  but  do  not  say  t^is  is  a  treason ;  it  is. an  inno- 
-yation  on  the  |aw  to  maH<e  it  treason  ;  it  is  a  riot,  and  you 
lUfe  to  actffit  the^e  men  of  all  intention  to  ovpjbrow  th^ 
Government;  of  intent  to  oblige  the  King  to'clian|(e  hij^ 
ipe^isuies ;  even  lth<>ogb  }4o9jl^he0  \i^  piro?f|,  thpu^^^  ^lie 
l^w^  ^a4  bfsen  de^troyed^  an^  the  Tpwer  fa^^n^  jji'is  r]o^ 
and  TOt  ;i^9p ;  and  yop  aSg  not  ff f^oi  jfeeflf^  .\9i  ^WS^Sjffr 
^t  tl^.f(^  wlio  have  beep  j;uiltj  of  these  gc^^  b^vp 

-m^  .w  WWW  a?4  i?w?f»B»  f¥  im>.  #«^>  9F  to 
m.'^^f  y?rt«^  *?  »j»»«^:"  supb  is  ^t^p  ^agmm  .?f w 

jb»i  ygpf^  yppn  ypur  minds,  ijt  is  ppf  ppeejwj^rjjr  that  ^ 
ojbj^  8^  Ije  Sffect^*  If  it  fan  ^  prayed^  %^.^?  P^^ 
pp^  of  the  Vi«fUe&,  w^^  t^  met ;  pot  joJT  ^f  mpji,  ^pt  cjf 
I^Sf«  H*  fiW»Bi^^'??  ,n<*'  <)f  .^^  P5T!?M  !^ho  ?^«F  W<t 

a^  |ipt  j^noyrlng  im/nedi^tely  whatt^y  h^  in  view  f-— b||t 

WSKtuw  ^hg  g^ygTpmpnl,  of  .^  ftttgippt  ^  ^p  90^  I  snbipij, 
H^jf'vyff,  *ff^  ig  WK^i  ft?dthsti^jou  arf  f^^fiefl 
.9^  W>»  J^  fl!  ,h9ft«f  «BSfii  P  ;^H»4  ^  «3?>  **>  *!• 

pp^9^  \^  ^  f»jJv  of  ^i^filsr^- 
.^rtpwffii  ^fw^  wwm  I9B*  <M  in*  »^ 
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^111  be  my  endeav6iir,  1q  the  progress  of  my  address  to 
yoQy  to  exainiDe  the  evidence  when  I  come  to  it,  and  m^ 
deed|  to  go  through  the  remainder  of  the  case  calmly  axii 
dispassionately.  If  I  am  betrayed  for  a  moment  into 
warmth,  excuse  it ;  for  I  assure  you,  I  have  no  object  in  this 
case ;  and  I  know  my  learned  friend,  the  Atto]:ney  General, 
has  none ;  but  that  you  should  calmly,  soberly,  atid  dis-^ 
passionately  sift  the  evidence  which  has  been  offered.  If 
On  that  dispassionate  inquiry  you  believe  the  prisoner  inno- 
cent of  the  charge,  acquit  him,  as  you  are  bound  to  do; — 
but  if,  affcr  that  review,  you  find,  that  however  extravagant 
the  scheme ;  however  inefficient  the  means  to  the  end  prO' 
posed ;  howeVer  absurd  the  plan  ;  still  if  you-  find,  that  it 
existed  \ti  the  mind  of  the  prisoner  and  his  co-(5ons[>irators, 
yoo  must,  you  arc  bound  in  that  c^se  to  find  him  guffty  of 

the  charg^.  *  * 

Tiutf  Gentlemen,  before  I  come  to  investigate  the  evi- 
dence ^hich  has  be^  gW^y  Itnustsay  one' Word 'm6re 
upon  the  hew  of  th^  case.  Gentlemen,  you  bave-hAd  f^ 
ferences  to  cases  ;-^a6es  have  been  brought  before  yoo;  bjr 
lx>th  my  learned  friends  who  have  addressed  you.'  They  re* 
ferredyou  to  the  cas^  of  Bul-ton^  in  the  time'df  Henry  VIII, 
which  was  th^  case  of  an  indictment  agaibst  him,  for  raishig 
an  artned  force  to  ptiU  doWn  all  inclosures; — that  was  held 
to  be  treason  ;  theve  was,  I  think,  some  other  case  referred 
to  by  my*  learned  friend,  Mr:  Serjeant  Copley,'  whidi 
1  do  not  imm'^diately  recollect ;  but  I  will  now- come  to 
another  case,  alluded  to  in  the  opening,  by  my  learneii 
friend  the  Attorney  Genend.  It  was,  ''that  J,  B,  and 
C,  with  divers  persbns,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred,  as- 
'senibled  themselves  in  a  warlike  manner  to  pull  down 
bawdy^honses,  And  that  they  marched'  with  a  flag  upon  'a 
staff,  and- weapons,  and  pulled  down  oettain  houses,  ih 
prosecution  of  their  conspiracy.  This,'  by  the  Judges,  wis  * 
adjudged  high  treask>n/'~GentIemeri,  the  same  argmnent 
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tliere,  I  should  tell  yon,  was  used  as  has  been  used  bjr  my 
leSamed  fHend,  Mr.  Wetherell,  that  there  was  a  statute  of 
Edwaitl.VI,  which  irfade  the  assethMy  of.  persons  to  '4he 
number  of  forty  and-  rnorei  felony ;  but  the  Judges  hdd; 
that  that  statute  made  no  alteration  in  the  law  of  trea- 
son ;  'that  wfa&t  was  treason  before,  was  treason  after  that 
Act;  and  in  the  particular  case,  tliey  heW,  notwithstand- 
ing the  statute  which  had  been  rdferred  to,  the  prisoners 
guilty,  of  treason.  ...  j 

.  Gentlemen,  There  are  a  variety  of  other  cases  I  might 
citCi  but  there  is  one  I  wish  to  bring  to  yourfiotice^  which 
arose  upon  a  temporary  statute  of  Qaeen  Bliatel^th,  which^ 
in  iu  terms,  is  almost  precisely  the  same  as  the  statute  of 
tile isStbof  the  King;  for  the  statute  of  Elizabeth  made  it 
treason  to  conspire  to  levy  wan  *  That  statute,  therefoce, 
made  a  coospiiacy  to  levy  war,  treason.  In  the  statute  of 
sAb  of  the  King,  a  couspiiacy  -to  leyy  war  against  tlie  King, 
ti^  compel  bim  to  change  his  ;measnTes»  is  made  treason.  la 
she  case  I  aIlade'to(whicbha8ig^nera}1y  gone  by  the  name 
of  the  Appitentioes  Case),  the  ehai^e  was,  that  ';  divers 
kppientiees  of  London  did  conspire  to  take  aiid  deliver  put . 
of  ward,  ceftaio  apprebtices  who  had  been  committed  there- 
for riots;  to  kill  the  Mayor  of  London^  and  to  bum  his 
houae,  aiicl  to  break  open  two  houses  near  the  Tower,  where 
there  >  were  divers  weapons,  and  arms  for  three  handred 
men»  and  there  to  furnish  tb^msdvea  with  weapooss ;  after 
wjhidi>  divers  apprentices  devised  libels ;.. moving,  others  to 
4ake  (Murt  with  them  in  thdr  devices,  and  to  assemble  them^ 
aeliies  at  Bon^hiU  and  TowerrhiU/'  I  camiot  help  re-  * 
marking,  as  J  go  oo,  what  a  aear  resemhkmce  this  case 
bears  to  thie  present^,  in  the  means  used  to  effect  the  end 
Vioposedv  There  it  was,  that  they  were  ta  break  open 
hpuses,  to  arm  themselves  and  their  companions;  ''  that 
they  devised  libels,  moving  others  .to  take  part  with  thcgn 
in  iheir.  davioes,  and  to  ap^hl^  theoMdves  it  Bon-UU 


m 

i^VQ^  at  Pun-hilly  aitfi  J!^  hu^*e^4  at  ^  T!cjiii;yf^  V^^^. 
tbjV  l^ad  f  trumpet,  mi  ope  beeld  ^  clo^  ijppna^f,  in 
liep  of  a  )9f(g»  and  in  ^oing  toiyiajcdf  tl^e  I-pfd  ^(wfw;^- 
tipo^e^  th^  Sherifi^  ai)4  Sword-t^earer,  .^it];i  ^tli^s^  9^^!f4' 
to  resist  iheip,  agaiof^  whom  tb^  appr^tic^  f^^Sfi^  ?rf9- 
leo^ ;"  and  tha(  ^ms  ^judged  treasp^. 

^kjif  Qeotlen^en,  $^re  cannot  be  two  p^84|s  ipoi^ 
parallel  than  tliese.    Was  that,  Gentleineq»  a  ^op^(iioMjf 
fp  compass  apd  Im^gHie  the  Kipg'p  death,  in  |^  ^^Fi^jf  ipy 
Jparn^d  fti^od  liaa  usi^d  the  vords  ^    ,^[p ;  it  Hfa#  a  cOi^pi* 
Wff  fc>  te*jr  war  against  the  Kiiig.    The  levying  ^^r  ww 
the^r:  a83^iiibliog  two  or  three  hypflced  appijejitioea  toge^ 
Jh^r,  tf)  py^rfiwe  the  lord  Mayor,  and  to  compel  bi^p  tii 
}et  PMit  pf  prism  oUien,  who  bad  been  illegally  commiltod^ 
for  the  pwrpp^  of  being  brought  to  pnnik^immit;  th^ 
pQnspiied  to  hmtk  QpeD  houses,  in  wbiob  boitoesaU^i 
mm  to  ba  found;  tbi^  oonaiHred  to  issue  Ub€!kica|liii9«a 
Qthervto  joinilbem;  and  ihey  a&erwards  asaemblady.wMb 
atrnmpetJmd.  adag:  they  did  Doi,howeirer^^^fecttth(lir 
abjeot.    Bat,  in  the  reigp  of  EUxabetfa^  this  was  wigodgfd 
to  be  treasoD ;  and  yet  yoa  are  told,  t^^t  the  present  ease 
is  the  intfodnctioi^  of  a  new  treasoia,  aod  thaftypa  aneiet- 
^Biied.tole^'skte  apon  the  sobject;  and  we  have . ibis,  aii- 
sertioabddly  aod  eonfideatly  jniide  and  repeated  in  the 
cotBPse  of  foy  leatned  friend's  addreas^to  you;  aod  yet  ive 
And,  diat  the  lawopon  which  you  are  «^ed  upon  toacft 
in  the  present  caise,  is  as  old  a*  the  lime  of  Qaecf  fii^ 
zab^thJ   I  say,  this  case  aloae  4s  iraflSc^nt  to  dissipate  ail 
Mitioos  which  might  otheiwise  ha^  beep  entextllaed  of 
the  accuracy  of  my  learned  fiend's  law  upop  the  sabjeet** 
Put  let  me  refer  to  .a  book  which  my  learned  -friend  hat^ 
cited  ^th  gveat  oommeodatioB,  I  mean  Mr.  Justice  Fostet^, 
where>  treating  ol^levj^ng  war  aivd  of  compassiBg  the  deaih 
'rfthe-Hitog^  fee  sayf^i  •^^at  evefy  insarfectioa-  wbith  In 
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judgment  of  law  i&  uiten(}ed  against  the  pproou  of  the  Kipg, 
be  It  to  dethrone  or  imprison  hlm^  qr  to  pblj^  b|m  to  alter 
his  measures  of  goyernment,  or  to  remoye  eyil  coupsdloi^ 
from  about  him^  these  risings  all  amount  to  levyiiig  war 
within  the  statute,  vphtther  aUejiided  mth  tfie  ppmp  and  ci>- 
ciautances  ofopeawar  or  not ;  and  eperii  compiracjf  to  levy 
war  for  thesp  pfirppses,  though  not  treason  within  t^e  ^Iqmf 
oflevifi\i^  uar,  is  yet  an  overt  act  within  the  other  clause  of' 
comparing  the  Kind's  death ;  for  these  purposes  cannot  h^ 
effected  by  numbers  and  open  force^  without  maniC^t 
danger  to  his  person/'  Then,  Gentlemen^  is  this  n^^  law? 
— why  I  find  it  in  the  very  book  from  which  my  learned 
friend  has  c^ted  many  of  his  propositions ;  and  the  propo- 
sition on  the  part  of  th^  prosecution  is  this,  that  if  it  h§ 
established  to  your  satisfaction,  fro'oi  the  evidence  giyen, 
that  the  intent  of  this  conspiracy  was  to  overturn  the  Gq- 
yernipent,  pr  to  compel  the  ^in;^  to  chap^e  his  measoire^ 
whether  their  means  were  ade<juate  to  the  end  or  not,  it  is 
treason;  and  ^uch  treason  as  is  c|ia(g;ed  against  this 
prisoner  by  the  indictm^ent. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  the  mor.e  apxious  upoii  this  part  of  tl^e 
case,  not  from  any  dopbt  I  entertain  upon  tlie  law,  but  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  treated  by  niy  learned  frieqd ; 
for  that  the  present  case  was  an  attempt  to  introdi^ce  a  new 
law  upon  the  subject  of^i^h  treason — ^as  the  coqimenqe;;- 
ment,  the  middle,  and  the  ei^d  of  his  address  to  y9u ;  for 
the  very  last  sentence  of  it,  which  I  |iavp  before  ipe^.ws^ 
to  this  effect^ ''  I  shall  sit  down  with  repeatipg  a  proposition 
which  I  am  afraid  I  have  too  o^t^  reflated  befpr^e,  that  if 
^ese  transactions,  even  if  thgy  were  more  credib|^  than 
they  are,  even  if  many  parts  of  them  w.^re  proved,  JQ^tead 
of  being  in  the  condition  of  not  being  proved,  a^e  (o  be  by 
conjecture  and  interpretation  exalted  and  pi^i^ed  into 
conitractive  and  interpretative  bvying  war  &gaip8^  the. 
Crown^  I  assert^   this  is  py  learned  fo^^dV  ^^(^^pji. 
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''  that  the  pure,  the  opeoy  the  just^  and  hitherto  undoubted 
interpretation  of  the  statute  of  treasons,  will  give  way  to 
an  arbitrary  and  capricious  interpretation  of  that  statntc, 
which  will  be  absolutely  iDcompatible  with  the  free  agency 
of  British  subjects."  Why,  Gentlemen,  with  these  propo- 
sitions before  you  in  the  law  books — with  these  cases,  de« 
cided  from  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  down  to  the 
present  time — is  it  right  that  such  insinuations,  which  are 
wholly  without  foundation,  sbould.be  thrown  out?  Insinu* 
ations,  which  are  utterly  unsupported,  and  not  at  all  war- 
ranted by  any  thing  which  has  appeared  in  the  coarse  of 
this  cause. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  now  proceed  to  that  which  is  the  only 
remaining  question  before  you.  What  are  the  facts  proved  ? 
and  notwithstanding  the  ridicule  which  has  been  attempted 
to  be  thrown  over  some  parts  of  the  case,  notwithstanding 
the  levity  with  which  others  have  be€fn  treated,  I  think  I  do 
not  deceive  myself  (it  is  you,  however,  who  are  lo  judge) 
in  believing  that  I  shall  'saUsfy  you,  that  this  case  is  made 
out  by  the  clearest  and  most  satisfactory  evidence.  Gen- 
tlemen, neither  my  learned  friend,  the  Attorney  General^ 
nor  myself,  would  attempt  (as  has  been  supposed  by  the 
other  side)  to  persuade  a  Jury  that  they  were  to  decide  on 
treason,  by  conjecture.  My  learned  friend,  the  Attorney 
General,  in  the  whole  course  of  bis  address  to  you,  never 
once,  I  will  venture  to  say,  hazarded  a  notion  of  the  sort ; 
he  had  the  words  of  the  statute  before  him,  which  he  read 
to  you,  that  the  persons  accused  '*  are  to  be  proveaWj 
attainted  by  open  deed/'  that  is,  "  by  satisfactory  proof,*' 
and  "  by  satisfactory  proof*'  only.  Has  he  asked  for  your 
verdict  of  guilty,  if  the  proof  be  not  satisfactory  ?  Neither 
he  nor  I  shall  venture  to  do  so;  still  less  to  state  that  you 
are  to  decide  by  conjecture,  or  that  you  or  any  Jury  are  to 
convict  a  man  of  any  offence,  however  alight,  still  less  of 
the  offence  of  high  treason,  unless  you  are  satisfied  of  his 
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guilt  by  that  which  the  statute  requires^ .".  Si0cient  proof  j"^ 
for  th^  word/'  provably/'.in  the  statute^  has  by  Mr. Justice 
Fo^ter^  to  whom  so  mu(?}^  allusion  has  bpea  made,  been 
construed  to  meaa  ^V  sufficient  proof/*  .  But  I  am  yet  to 
Jearuythat  in  the  examination  of  sufficient  proof  (except 
indeed  that  you  are  to  have  two  witnesses)  a  different  .rule 
is  to  prevail  in  the  crime  of  high  treasons,  from  that  which 
is  to  be  observed  in  the  investigation  of  any  other  crime, 
or  that  it  is  to  be  proved  by  other  means ;  all  that  I  appre- 
hend you  are  to  .expect,  is,  that  you  are  to  have;  that  species 
of  proof  which  would  satisfy  you  in  any  other  case  of  high 
crime,  such  for  instance  as  that  of  murder.  That  is  the 
proof  which  the  statute  requires ;  it  is  to  be  sufficient,  it  is 
to  be  legal  proof. 

Gentlemen,  in  examining,  the  facts  as.  proved  in  this 
case,  many  of  which  cannot  be  controverted,  the  main 
.question,  and  that  alone  upon  which  I  think  any  doubt 
can  be  entertained  or  raised,  is  the  purpose  and  object  of 
these  conspirators  in  their  meetings,  and  particularly  the 
purpose  and  object  with  which  they,  on  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, went  from  Spa-fields  to  attack  the  gunsmiths  shops 
and  the  Tower.  Gentlemen,  much  has  been  said,  and  more 
certainly  will  be  said  by  me  in  the  course  of  my  address  to 
you,  with  respect  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses 
called  on  the  part  of  the  Crown — Castle.  You  were  told 
by  the  Attorney  General,  when  he  first  introduced  his  testi- 
mony to  your  notice,  that  he  was  an  accomplice  in  this 
nefarious  transaction  ;  more  infamy  I  think  could  not  well 
be  attached  to  him,  than  in  saying  that  he  was  a  co-conspi- 
rator in  this  ofience.  Mot  all  bis  criminalities  which  have 
been  detailed  to  you  by  my  learned  friends,  are  comparable 
.to  this ;  and,  Gentlemen,  whilst  my  learned  friends  are 
blackening  the  character  of  Castle — whilst  they  are  heap- 
injg  infamy  upon  his  head,  let  us  recollect  that  it  is,  their 
client,  Mr.  Watson,  who  b  Castle's  friend  and  companioQ, 
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w1i6  Is  thus  attaciciiig  fci*  character,  ttial  Mr.  Watsoh  weu 
fciiew  of  his  tDfaihy  (for  tfial  I  will  ptove  to  yoii  by  the  eVi- 
^ence  given  tot  tiie  pfisorier)  and  that,  notwitlistanciitig  that 
Knowledge  he  still  associated  with  him  ;  and,  tnereFore,  it 
bastle  be  this  infamous  man,  which  I  admit  him  to  be — it 
he  be  this  man  covered  with  crimes — if  he  be  a  person 
capable  of  fiartK)faring  this  ^ickea  design,  t  would  ask  ^ou, 
ks  men  of  sooer  tiBaerstandings,  for  what  purpose  were 
Iklr.'fl^atVoh,  Mr.lliistlewbbd,  Mr.  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Pres 
tori,  associated  witu  ttiis  inan.  The  more  wicked  tbev  make 
CasUe,  the  more  probable  they  make  the  scheme  ne  has 
<)etailed  to  you,  and  toe  more  probable  they  make  their  own 
coiiceirt  in  that  scheme.  Being  an  accomplice^  however,  t 
agree  that  unless  he  is  confirmed,  you  should  pay  no  Attention 
to  the  story  he  has  tola  ;  but  if  he  be  confirmed  in  varioos 
particular^,  it  is  hot  necessary  that  ne  shoula  he  confirm- 
ed iii  aM,  in  brttef  for  you  to  act  iipbh  tis  tesdniony.  If 
that  were  so,  why  are  accbmpVices  admitted  at  all? 
Sucb  testimony  is  never  wanted,  if  the  ^hoJe  transaction 
can  be  proved  wilhoAt  it.  But  it  is  always  some  part 
olP  a  transaction,  tending  to  implicate  the  parties  materially, 
which  requires  the  evid'ebce  of  an  accomplice ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  has  been  laid  down,  that  not  only  are  they  competent 
i^itriesses,  but  that  if 'they  deliver  their  account  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  if  they  are  confirmed  in  different  parts,  though 
liol  in  the  most  material  facts,  they  ought  to  be  heliev^. 
Arid  here  again  I  must  complain  of  iiiy  learned  frrerid ;  It 
tt  ttdl  charged  by  Riin  in  direct  ternis,  but  it  is  more  than 
it^slt^Yk&t'^d,  that  CAstle  is  a  hired  and  ^aid  witness  of  the 
CfAWti;  Yob  haVi  b^en  toTd,  arid  fold  truly  in  oiiiB  respect, 
tfcdt  (mtil  t!he  discovery  of  Castie  ho  charge  of  high  treason 
^Wis  instituted  igairist  these  peifsons.  But  wfiy  wds  it  hot  ? 
B'et^U[fee,  till  the  discovery  of  Castle,  the  taking  ot  the 
isiHise  \n  Seymour-place,  the  pifrcliase  of  tfet  pikes,  of  Ithe 
^^^txA^  iSi^  '€t'ptlitLk)Aon  of  tfie  papeni  found,  aiid  faiious 
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ttitiii^  {he  )>irbsectitioh ;  these  facts  cnm^  out  oh  his  dis^ 
s^ttverjr ;  abd  tbfe  more  the  lai^  officers  of  die  CroWo;  aftfef 
ffikt  dlfcbteiy,  made  inqdiries  into  these  transdbtionfs,  the 
iiiore  the  truth  of  the  rejiresehtation  CAstle  ha(d  liiaHfe  Virki 
^bUfirhi^ ;  and  whatever  be  the  result  oif  this  prbsefcutiori, 
they  Wodl'd  feave  teen  giiilty  6f  a  derelictioii  of  thi^lr  public 
duty,  iif  they  had  not,  aftbr  such  confirmatioii,  brbughi 
fbrward  th6  cH&rge  as  they  now  presebt  it  to  you. 

What  complaint  therefore  is^  ther<s  to  be  alledged  against 

Sovemment,  \h  this  respect  ?  Aiict  why,  because  in  the  first 

ihstahbe  tnis  charge  was  hot  pref*eri:ed,  is  it  to  be  insinu^tea 

tbiEkt  th^y  waifed  till  they  had  inforniatlon  of  this  man, 

Castle,  ai^d  that  then  they  instituted  this  prosec'iitioii,  in 

brider  tti  Indnce  itn  English  Ji^ry,  ujpbh  the  unsupported 

testimony  Qif  an  accomplice,  to  convict  men  of  tne  greatest 

bfime  which  can  be  charged  against  them.  This  again  was 

ihbre  thad  insinuated,  but  I  am  sure  that  your  decision  will 

hot,  as  it  ought  not  to  bci  warped  by  any  such  observations; 

Gentleinen,  I  cannot  help  here  digressing  to  iEillusioiis 

which  naveh'eieh  made  to  the  trials  of  1794;  for  you  have 

been  tbl^,  tt  at  iti  those  cases  there  was  an  acquittal ;  and 

that  in  Lord  George  Gordon's  case,  although  said  to  be  a 

case  wliich  produced  much  mischief,  the  Jury  likewise 

acquitted,  anA  diat  those  Juries  have  received  the  apjiro- 

^ation  of  their  countrymen  for    so  doing.    Gentlemen, 

wnatever  was  the  result  of  those  cases,  with  them  you  hav^ 

nothing  to  no  upon  this  occasion ;  whether  or  not  the  case 

was  proved  ajgainst  Lord  George  Gordon^  or  against  the 

persons  tried  in  1 794,  is  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  present 

inqmry ;  you  tteiwe  only  to  deal  with  the  case  before  you, 

and  tnese.  observations  are  thrown  in  mei^ly  to  itinuehce 

^our  pasttions,  and  to  mcluce  you,  because  there  we"^  ac- 

qutiials  m  t^ose  caseb,  to  acquit  in  thiis.    Bht  w'ith  i-esp^'ct 
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to  Lord.Qeprg!e'6Qfd»a'#  ^am,  wlucib  jfcs  b^en  aArof^^y 
pressed  upon  ysMp  tbete  were  tfro  diadnot  quesdoM  pot  by 
JLord  Mansfield  to  the  Jury ; — firsts  ubedier  the  acts  done 
were  levying  war ;  and  next,  wbetbar  X/i^  Qeprge  Gordon 
had  incited  those  acts ;  the  Jury  m^ht  hi^veheen  as  Bc^tis- 
fied  in  that  case  as  I  trust  you  wi^l  be  in  this,. that  there 
was  a  levying  war;  that  that  had  been  done whl^, within 
the  Stajtnte  of  Edward  the  Third>  coQstitated  treason ;  and 
yet  if  they  believed  that  Lord  George  Gordon  had  no 
intention  to  excite  the  persons,  doing  them,  to  the  com- 
mission of  those  acts,  they  might  properly  apquithim. 
^nd  they  probably  did  so  npon  that  ground.;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  because  in  1780  there  were  gr^er  riots  than  there 
have  been  in  1817  ;  because  the  acts  now  conuoitted.did 
not,  owing  to  the  good  spirit  of  the  people,  end  in  so  mach 
mischief  as  they  did  in  the  year  1 7-80 ;  or,. because  they  then 
acquitted  Lord  George  Gordon,  that  thereforeyou  are  now 
to  acquit  Mr.  Watson.  For,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
that  case  went  on  two  groimds;  the  Ju^  might  hav<e  ac- 
quitted on  one  of  them;  namely,  on  the  snj^position  thiit 
Lord  George  Gordon  did  not  instigate  the  riot ;  that  not 
was  not  in  his  contemplation ;  that  he  was  not  foond  with 
them  in  the  acts  charged;  he  was  not  inciting  the  mob  at 
the.time ;  and  therefore  cases  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed from  our  consideration  ;  for.  you  cannot  come  to 
a  proper  conclusion  00  the  facts  in  any  criminal. case, 
unless  yon  are  brought  to  it  upon  the  proof  given  in  that 
particular  case,  and  upon  such  proof  alone.  It  is  not  by 
any  appeal  to  your  passions,  as  Englishmen  or  as  Jurors, 
that  you  are  to  decide  this  case ;  you  are  to  decide  it  upon 
a  calm  review  of  the  facts,  and  if  they  lead  to  an  inevitable 
conclusion  of  guilt,  it  will  be  your  painftil  duty  to  find  the 
defendant  guilty.  And  if  you  are  to  he  referred  to  former 
trials,  there  was  another  to  which  J  might  have  alluded  with 
equal  propriety,  the  case  of  Despard,  who  was  convicted 
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vicied  of  treisoii;  and  I  might  have.aaid^  thatdie'ticheiiit  - 
of  Despard  was  as  wild  and  visioD^Ory  as  the  present,  os 
even  more  bo;  and  thei^  I  might,  following  the  example, 
of  n:^  learned  friends,  say,  Colonel  Despard  was   con- 
victedf  and  therefore  Mr.  Watson  is  to  be  convicted ;  bnt . 
I  use  no  such  argument,  I  want  no  appeal  to  your  passions . 
or  to  your  feelings,  all  I  desire  is  your  sober  judgment  upon 
the  case ;  and  whatever,  upon  a  calm  review  of  it,  is  your . 
decision,  be  it  one  way  or  the  other,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  * 
conformable  to  the  duty  imposed  upon  yon. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  without  more  preface,  I  will  come 
to  the  f^cts  of  the  case;  but  before  I  advert  to  the 
evidence  of  Castle,  and  its  confirmations,  permit  me  to 
read  what  was  said  in  a  former  case  of  treason,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  testimony  of  an  accomplice. 

In  the  case  of  Chamock,  King,  and  Keyes,  a  co-con*. 
spinUor  was  the  principal  witness.  This  was  in  the  time 
of  William  III.  when  Lord  Holt  presided,  as  eminent  a 
judge  as  ever  graced  the  bench.  Now  hear  what  he  said : 
'^  It  is  certainly  a  very  hard  matter,  if  not  impossible  to 
discover  crimes  of  this  nature,  if  the  accomplices  in 
those  crimes  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  good  witnessea 
against  thcyur  fellow-conspirators;"  and  in  answer  to  an 
objection  of  the  prisoner,  that  though  an  accomplice 
was  a  legal  witness,  be  was  not  a  good  one^  Lord  Holt 
says,  ^'  He  is  a  very  good  witness,  if  he  be  a  legal  wit- 
ness ;  but  the  credit  of  what  he  says,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  must  be  left  to  the  jury,  who  are  judges  of  the 
matter  of  tact,  and  of  the  credibili^  of  witnesses ;"  and  he 
goes  on  also  to  add  that  which  is  most  important  U>  thi& 
case,  and  to  the  arguments  used  on  the  other  side :  ''  They 
(accomplices)  are  the  most  proper  witnesses ;  for  otherwise 
it  is  hardly  possible,  if  not  altogether  impossible,  to  have  a 
full  proof;  such  contrivances,  snch  discoveries  are  to  be 
encouraged  in  aU  govermnents,  without  which  there  can 

'VoL.IL  Bb  .  -  ^ 


fci  nifUBetfi^i^^  ib«b  hare  been  gtSitj  of  stkA' 
tiemtms  c/EUaeei,  ih  being  partaken  or  pfomoters  itt  sttch 
dtsAgOB,  jet/*  fce  says,  ''  if  they  come  in  and  repent,  and 
gite  testmiontef  thereof  by  dneovering  tbe  trath,  great 
credit  otigbt  to  be  given  to  them,  for  snch  evidence  wa» 
ever  accounted  good  f  and  yet  it  is  made  a  grave  cbaiger* 
agaiosc  tfte  Government  m  this  case,  that  they  have  -ven- 
tared  to  produce  Castle  before  yoa  as  a  witnesd,  because 
lie  is  an  accomplice  in  das  conspiracy. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  tbe  common  experience  of  all  timet, 
it  is  in  out  daify  experience,  that  the  veiy  wont  and  most 
itefkrioos  offences  would  go  nnponi^ed,  if  an  accomplice 
#as  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  witness ;  in  many  cades  of 
the  most  atrocious  murders  which  have  been  conmiitted, 
the  perpetrators  would  have  gone  free  fSrom  punishment, 
iF  an  accomplice  had  not  been  admitted  as  ly^tness  and 
his  evidence  received ;  and  therefore  Gttktle  is  properly  a 
witness  in  thb  case,  and  a  very  gck>d  witness,  if  he  ht 
Confirmed*  I  do  not  ask  yon  to  believe  him,  unless  he  bo 
confirmed  $  but  if,  in  the  story  he  has  told  you,  he  be 
Confirmed  in  circumstances  which  if  is  impossible  h& 
should  be  if  bis  story  is  false,  you  canhot  help  giving^ 
absent  to  tbe  Whole  of  the  story  he  tells,*  and  we  shall  ^ee 
presently  what  a  curious  hypothesis  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  have  had  recourse  to,  to  get  rid  of  die  evidence 
of  Castle.  But  neither  my  leamecl  friend  who  addressed 
yon  yesterday,  nor  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Serjeanfc 
Copley,  who  addressed  yoa  last,  has  ventured  to  say  one 
single  syllable  about  many  facts  which,  as  I  shall  show 
you,  ftirnish  the  strongest  demonstration  of  the  truth  of 
Casde^s  story;  aye.  Gentlemen,  and  demonstration  in  a 
part  in  which,  even  by  the  hypothesis  of  my  learned 
friend,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have  been-  tbe  con* 
ilriver,  and  m  which  it  was  impos^ble  for  him  to  have 
{previously  planned  the  evidence  in  oMet  to  ftmuA  a  supfi 
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fkat  to  hhAoff;  isnyon  mn  dMlred  teiioviljr  t#  Wt«f6> 
that  although  many  of  thfe  tMosaiDtiooa  dtpo^od  t6  bjr 
Castl6  took  place  in  October  and  Novemb^j  yet  diat 
ihiittg  the  whole  of  thai  period  he  war  eoatHvaig  tbail 
upon  the  sd  of  Deoendbcr  this  ooQ^^i^aoy  th^ttld  btwk 
out;  that  upon  the  id  of  Deoesiber  th^  gutmaithA 
ihopt  ahouid  he  broken  open;  that  young  WcHsoil 
ihoold  etttcr  Mr.  Beckwith'a  thop>  and  there  shoaMi 
be  goilty  of  the  outrage  he  eoouBnitled;  that  old  Wataoft 
ihoold  be  in  the  waggon  in  Spa^eldB,  and  cooHfiftilting 
the  Tarions  aets  whidi  weie  eoounitted  by  him*  My 
karaed  ftiend^  who  addaessed  yon  laatj  pnt  it  very 
gfaxcely^  that  all  these  were  contrimuices  pf  Cattle;  ifaafc 
diey  weie  made  with  a  view  to  the  obtaining  of  thebiood-^ 
money  we  have  beard  so  ranch  of;  and  (remeeaber)  thai 
he  was  the  plotter  and  contriver  of  aU  thia^  of  wbich^  if  he 
had  been  discovered^  and  evidence  of  it  had  been  addnee4 
against  him,  similar  to  that  addaced  against  Mr.  WalaoA 
tpoday,  ho  would  have  had  to  answ^  and  to  svifor  for  fai« 
ofeiee ;  and  yet  you  are  reidly  asked  to  beUeve  that  the 
whole  is  the  fiihrication  of  Castle ;  that  he  was  a  man  of 
snoh  ingeranty^  thathe  had  foreseen  all  that  would  happen  } 
and  that  thongh  he  could  go  throogb  an  eswuoajiion  cif 
eight  houm  in  that  box  with  the  minutest  aMinaey,  as  t^ 
dates,  persons,  plaooi  and  dicumstanoes,  rad  in  which  be 
baa  w»t  been  ccotradiQled  in  a  single  material  pout,  stiU 
Ibaft.the  whole  is  a  contrivance  and  falnricatioa  of  Castia 
t»  serve  a  petitidd  purpose  of  Governsient,  and  that  be  ia 
piadnoed,  after  having  wickedly  plotted  mkd  hatched  an4 
eontiiiwlatt  this,  as  a  paid  and  hired  witaew^  to  convict 
anodier  man  of  the  crime  of  high  treasao*  Gemjemeni 
this  is  infiffiilely  more  incredible^  permit  me  to  siiy,  than 
the  $U>tj  he  has  toM  yon*  It  is  a  thing  which  could  not 
bei  and  I  thlids  I  abalidcmonstinte  to  yon,  liwt  mkm 
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C^astle'ti  ntotf  be  ixtt,  it  is  impossible  that  the'  ihingi  wfaidt 
he'relat^  could  bave  ha|>peiled« 

Then  let'  os  see,  Geotlemen,  what  it  is  that  he  states  to 
JOB.  He  fint  states  the  occasion  and  manner  of  his  be- 
coming acquainted  with  Watson ;  and  it  was  in  stating 
this  part  of  the  case,  that  the  Attorney  General  inttoduced* 
Ae  nameof  Speoctens,  which  it  is  snppoaed  he  introduced, 
improperly.  My  learned  friend/ Mr.  WethereU,  states, 
^t  the  name  of  Spenceans  .has  been  mentioned  to  create' 
a  prejudice  against  the  prisciner.  Where  was  it  that  Castle 
first  met  Watson  i  Where  was  it  that  he  first  met  Thistle- 
wood  and  the  other  persons  i  Why,  it  was  at  the  society 
of  Spenceans;  it  was  at  the  meetings  at  the  Cock  in 
Grafton^treet,  that  the  intimacy  of  Mr.  Watna  and 
Mr.  Castle  commenced ;  a  very  fit  place  for  the  introdao-' 
tion  of  such  associates  to  each  other.  I  do  not*stop  here 
to  enqaire  what  the  principles  of  the  Spenceans  are;  bnt,' 
as  far  as  I  have  beard  them,  and  as  niy  learned  friend 
Mr.  Serjeant  Copley  has  beard  them,  they  are  extremely. 
ridicnIuQi.  My  friend  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley  says,  the  por- 
tioning oat  all  the  land  is  one  of  their  theories.  Why, 
Gentlemen,  yon  will  find  that  these  doctrines  were  broached 
by  Mr.  Watson  in  the  conversation  with  Storer,  doctrines 
be  had  picked  up  at  a  Spencean  society,  where  he  was  in« 
trodnced  to  the  company  of  Casde ;  and  there  it  was  that 
Watson  discovered  that  Castie  was  an  extremely  fit  and 
proper  instrument  for  his  purpose.  Castle  was  indeed  a 
man,  of  all  others,  fitted  for  the  occasion ;  he  was  a  man 
who  had  been  already  guilty  of  crimes ;  who  was  destitute 
of  money ;  who  was  reckless  what  became  of  him,  and  waa 
therefore  a  most  proper  and  fit  instrument  for  WatsonV 
purpose,  and  Watson  accordingly  did  fix  npon  him  soon 
after  he  saw  him.  My  leaned  friend  Mr.  Serjeant  Copky- 
•Ays,  it  was  extraordinary  he  should  talk  to  Castle  so  i 
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about  overturning  the  government  Why,  at  that  timei 
having  seen  that  Castle  was  a  man  of  desperate  character; 
he  was  soimdiog  him,  to  see  whether  he  was  inclined  to 
go  the  lengths  Watson  wished  him.  Do  we  not  find  every 
hour  of  our  lives,  that  when  men  are  hatching  crimes  and 
cpntemplating  offences,  they  look  out  for  associates,  per* 
aons  who  are  willing  enough,  and  who  have  audacity 
enough  to  execute  those  purposes  i  It  was  with  this  view 
that  they  resorted  to  Castle,  and  after  two  or  three  con- 
versations, you  find  that  he  was  at  once  admitted  iiUo  their 
secret  committee. in  Greystoke-place ;  and  finding  he  was 
this  fit  instrument,  they  then  disclose  to  him  the  ultertoi: 
nefarious  objects  they  had  in  view. 

Gentlemen,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  of  the  absurdity 
and  wildness  of  their  scheme;  I  admit  it,  I  do  not  deny  it; 
it  is  no  part  of  my  case  to  deny,  that  it  was  as  absurd  a 
scheme  as  ever  entered  the  mind  of  man ;  but  as  has  been 
observed,  desperate  men  have  recourse  to  desperate  and 
wild  plots  and  contrivance^ ;  they  are  generally  enthusiasts 
in  their  cause,  and  as  they  underrate  the  difficulties,  so  they 
overvalue  their  own  powers  ;  so  it  waa  here*  These  men, 
fancying  that  their  power  was  greater  than  it  was,  and  b^ 
lieving  that  the  spirit  of  the  country  was  at  thai  time  heated 
and  inflamed  by  that  stimulus  to  which  Mr*  Wetherell 
referred,  (I  thought  it  a  dangerous  topic  for  him,)  then, 
when  that  stimulus  was  at  iu  height,  when  the  lower 
orders  were  feeling  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  when 
from  unfortunate  circumstances  they  had,  many  of  them^ 
been  turned  out  of  tbdr  employment,  and  were  sujBSering 
privations  which  it  is  melancholy  to  think  of;  it  was  then 
these  men  associated  themselves  together  for  their  wicked 
purpose,  it  was  then  that  this  plot  was  engendered  and 
that  this  conspiracy  was  formed,  and  that  they  collected 
•lagether  as  they  did,  a  force  of  immense  magnitude  wboui 
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Aey  expected  Id  b^  ea&bled  to  ami,  and  tyy'  this  force  ti 
tSed  those  objects  vrhich  they  had  m  view. 

It  ttiigkt  have  been  argued  in  Despard*8  case  (and  I 
hare  no  doabt  it  was  with  eqaal  fbrce,)  TUs  is  an  absurd 
sdieme ;  these  men  had  neither  money  nor  other  meads  to 
efi^t  their  object;  but  stiH  if  the  scheme  did  exists  they 
dre  guihy  of  the  charge  imputed  to  them. — Bat  to  returu 
and  see  how  it  is  tiiey  proceed :  tmt  here  allow  me  to  solicit 
your  indulgence  if  I  omit,  as  I  know  I  shall,  many  of  the 
[acts ;  I  may  also  urge  some  WiA  more  strength  than  thejf 
may -appear  to  yon  to  deserve;  I  may  draw  inferences  from 
others  which  you  may  think  too  strong ;  if  so,  you  will 
dismiss  ihem  from  your  minds.  1  am  bound  not  only  by 
liiy  dnty,  but  by  that  Conviction  which  I  fed ;  (but  I  will 
not  talk  of  my  conviction  ;  ri  is  wrong  for  an  advocate  sa 
to  mix  himself  Up  in  the  case ;  and  therefore  I  will  abstaiti 
from  foHowing  diat  e^tample  wliich  bas  been  set  me  in  a 
way  I  hardly  eter  before  beard  of  In  a  court  of  jtistice,  by 
toy  learned  friends  who  bav«  preceded  me;)  my  con- 
tiction  is  nothing.  In  proceeding  with  the  examination 
<yf  the  evidence,  I  mutft  agam  remind  you,  that  your  opi* 
hion  of  the  guilt  or  Innocence  of  the  prisoner,  is  not  to 
depend  upon  the  wisdom  or  fbTly  of  the  plan,  or  upon  tbe 
means  they  possessed  of  attaining  their  object ;  if  theit 
intentrou  be  proved  to  your  satisfaction,  you  are  to  dismiss 
from  your  minds  the  question  whether  they  did,  or  had 
the  ability  to  accomplish  it.  ¥ou  are  ^o  examine  only 
>Bvhether  the  scheme  did  exist,  and  whether  they  took  means, 
inch  as  they  were,  to  put  that  scheme  into  execntion. 

Then,  Gentlemen,  they  meet  in  43reystoke*place.  Who 
i^  it  that  takes  the  house  in  'Greystdke-place,  whete  ibeiir 
meetings  arc  held  ?  Mr.  Watson.— What  h  the  purpose 
for  which  he  is  ttipposefd  to  take  it  ?  Protesedly  to  carry 
on  his  business  of  a  surgeon  In  Greystbk^-plaoe.— But  if 
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llMTt  Wire  llie  fviiypose^  biwi  mt  my  l^im^  tigm^  At 
means  of  proving  it  f  Have  we  not,  on  the  contr^rj,  ne? 
gatived  iktui  Gieqrscofce-pilMse  .wa$^  #tf  3^  obsiNn^  a 
ooQFenieot  eeoti^  for  tiieif.  jnoohiqWIims ;  it  19119  la  com 
v^eoi  sp9i  tot  tlnnr  plot«»  §ufA  theDsfone  it  WM  thsut  the 
ekkrWatMMi  look  tine  b«Me  in  Gr^jpt^k^plafie.  Wiio 
jHre  tbe  partiie^  'wbo  meet  hefi^i  .  But  heie  let  me  wtarpoM 
•QOtiMsr  oh3er9ratiQii^  whjpk  is  no«Bt  important  to  iiejaU 
^fmhii  to  in  tbe.cooiuideraLioft  of  fekis  e^se  <I  Jfgfet  I 
iiOiwpewe  ^ibese  obiervatiopa  witlMKivt  Aieocder  aodine^iodl 
I  comU  wish  to  fsOSum ;)  it  has  beea  vxfi&i  hf  ipy  loaaneA 
firieods^  tbat  yo«  do  not  ^od  WatMxi  here,  ftod  ytm  clo  oot 
find  him  ^ie{  you  do  not  find  liim  at  the  Tovner^  jam 
do  not  Imbt  of  ^im  at  Beckwilb's  ihop.  £l6Btknet^  { 
atate  to  joiv  and  jnwi  xrtU  I  Imow  have  that  atataimiiiit 
GOQjEumed  by  the  BiQMby  that  if  loacepnomihepenpiia 
indicted  joifli  coospimtoi^  ibr  ooe  cammoQ  purpM% 
aaMdy,  tiii^  pmpoee  jnrbicb  I  have  uoapoied  to  ihem^  .theij^ 
thoash  Wataoa  be  ootio  this  placa  or  ihe  other,  yet  if 
d»ey  arejfl  aeftiag  towardt  die  same  end,  eadi.of  them  is 
juuEweoaUe  for  ail  tbeiaots  ^sgnnBittedby  Ibe  othecs  iti.ki<i 
l^MeiiGe^  ia  parqmnoe  of  dbeir  common  ,d«Bigaf  asd  .thut 
thareibre  it  is  no.soand . argument  to  be  addvetaed  to  yism^ 
as  Jm0  been  addressed  .to  you  by  my  learned  ftieod,  tbat 
ibe  pcisoner  is  not  fooad  at  Beckwilh's  nor  at  the  Towes, 
if  the  other .penons  chavged-witfa  the  conspiracy  are  found 
«t  those  phmes,  for  then  Mr.  Watson  is  as  much  answer^ 
able  £ir  those  acts  as  if  he  had  been  preset  at  them :  and 
iheie  would  be  an  end  of  all  justice  if  it  w^re  not  so,  since 
a  shrewd  coaspimtor  beeping  himself  aloof  f«om  theaets 
done  in  consequence  of  the  conspiracy^  though  generally 
the  wotat^CeadeTi  would  go  free.  Your  first  ii!qu]r|r  there- 
^e  mil  be,  lAether  a  joint  conspiracy  did  not  exi^ 
amongst  these  persons ;  and  if  it  did,  laay,  althou^  Wat 
^eit  was  sot  present  at  aH  ^  acts  done  to  carry  it  into 
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efletti  yet^ie  il  equedlj  aiiBwenrf>le  for  them  as  if  ht  were, 
present* 

Then,  Oentkmen,  to  proceed.  Part  of  their  scheme  was 
to  see  how  they  conkl  prevent  the  cavalry  acting  against 
them.  Very  fortunately  for  the  ends  of  justsce,  Mr.  Wat- 
coo  pnnlQoes  to  Castle  two  papers,  one  of  them  a  plan  of 
a  maohioe  for  opposing  cavalry,  and  the  other  a  plan  of 
the  Tower/  ^  Oh  but,''  say  iny  learned  iriends,  ^'  how  are 
these  papers  oon&rmatory  of  Castle  f  Castle  s4ys  they 
were  prodaced,  and  they  are  afterwards  found  at  yonng 
Watson's;  but  then  Castle  was  the  contriver,  he  was  the 
dmwer  of  the  plan  of  the  Tower,  and  he  contrived,  in  the 
month  of  October,  that  these  things  should  be  prepared 
and  exhibited  to  him ;  and  before  the  i8th  of  November, 
when  the  Watson's  left  the  place  in  Hydenstreet,  Castle 
deposited  them  in  that  shop  of  yonng  Watson  in  Hyde* 
jtieet,  and  he  deposited  them  because  he  then  foresaw* 
(he  must  he  the  greatest  prophet  that  ever  waik)  <<  he  fore<- 
saw  there  would  be  a  meeting  on  llie  sd  of  Decendier; 
he  foresaw  that  riots  would  ensue ;  he  foresaw  that  young 
Watson  would  leave  his  lodgings  on  die  i8tb  of  No> 
fvember,  and  would  never  return  there;  be  foresaw  that 
young  Watson  would  go  off  on  the  sd  of  December ;  and 
he  foresaw  that  Vickery,  the  Bow-street  officer,  would 
go  and  find  them,  and  that  he  would  produce  them  in 
confirmation  of  his  testimony/'  Gentlemen,  when  we  are 
lalking  of  credibitity,  I  appeal  to  you  as  men  of  under* 
standing,  if  such  a  thing  was  ever  heard  of.  The  fact  that 
Watson  did  produce  these  plans  to  him,  I  find  confirmed 
by  the  existence  of  those  plans,  and  V  their  coming,  with 
other  pi^rs  to  which  1  shall  have  occasion  to  refor,  o«t  of 
Watson's  possession — but  this  in  pas3ii\§[-iHtoil^!ia  one  of 
the  first  things  Castle  speaks  to^  His  evidence  is,  that 
these  plans  were  produced  at  the  first  meeting.  Then 
1 90J  that  is  true^  and  no  ntan  of  a  commcm  understands 
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itig,  unless  be  is  inclined  wiUbUy  to  sfantbis  eyes^ 
deny  the  tnitb  of  it. 

Then  he-next  gets  Castle  tp  walk  with  him  to  the  Port* 
man-stieet  Barracks,  and  to  the  King-street  Barradcs;  Is 
not  Castle  confirmed  there  ? .  he  is  confirmed  by  Skinner, 
who  says,  there  was  a  discussion  or  dispute  between  Casde 
and  Watson,  at  the  entrance  of  these  barracks,  Skinner 
being  himself  present*  *^  Oh,**  but  they  say,  ''  Castle  is  a 
man  of  such  fertile  invention,  and  such  a  prophet,  that 
he  foresaw,  when  he  was  walking  up  to  King-street  and 
Portman-street  Bairacks,  that  it  would  become  a  questioA 
about  Portman«street  Barracks,  and  therefore  he  says^ 
Skinner  shall  be  with  us  to  see  it,  and  to  hear  what  passes." 
Did  Castle  take  Skinner?— no;  old  Watson;  it  was  un- 
known to  Castle  that  Skinner  would  go,  and  thedonfirma** 
tion  is  stronger,  when  you  see  the  undesigned  coincidence 
of  these  facts. 

Then,  Gentlemen,  what  occurs  afterwards  ? — diey  meet 
— ^their  pk>t  is  canvassed,  and  Harrison  is  present.  Har- 
rison, of  whom  wehewrd  so  srach  from  my  learned  friend 
Mr.  Serjeant  Cbpky,  who  says,  because  Harrison  is  in  the 
list  of  witnesses,  he  is  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  and  that 
the  Crown  meant  to  call  him.  Gentlemen,  let  me  relieve 
you  here.  By  the  statute  it  is  necessary,  that  at  the  time 
the  copy  of  the  indictment  is  delivered  over  to  the  prisoner, 
a  list  of  the  witnesses  rfiould  be  given  also.  In  that  list, 
therefore,  is  included  all  who  may  by  possibility  be  wanted. 
If,  therefore,  there  is  any  witness  who  may  by  possibility 
iCcmfinn  the  evidence,  and  may  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  must  be  named ;  and  the  list  is  not  only  a  list  of 
,the  witnesses,  as  I  am  reminded  by  my  learned  friend, 
Mr.  Gumqr,  againsi  Watson,  but  against  aU  the  other  pri- 
'Sonerst;  and  though  he  is  not  called  in  the  case  against 
Watson,  he  may  be  caUed  against  others.  But  I  do  not 
pat  it  upon  that  ground ;  his  name  was  mserted,1>eca^i 
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)^.pQisabilit7»  lie  migbt  be  wiufted,  a^^  becwsfr  we  mi|^ 
not  be  prevented  calling  him  as  a  wiUieia.  B«t  he  is  i^ 
lbi«  skwtion^  he  i«  one  of  the  c#Bspk9toa.  W^  bad, 
tberefoD^  no  neans  of  compeUipg  his  testimony,  ualesa 
be  obose  fredjr  and  voluBtaiily  t^  bftTe  coafesaed  the  pait 
be  bad  in  the  busiaess.  For  ibe  learned  badges  vo«Id  hane 
saj4»  b?  i>  90l  opQipeUable  tp  ciimiaate  himaelf,  but.  it 
nvst  be  left  ta  bis  of  tion  whether  be  wiU  apeak  or  ao«. 
Bat  notso  with  my  lewaed  fiieods  ^utbe  ♦tber  «rie.  If 
Castle  told  ti^t  which  was  falsi^  Hacrison  oobM  baxe 
pKHced  it  to  bie  so.  Bytbelist  gimo  by  »  to  thepiisoaei, 
be  Jcnear  whei«  Harrison  was.  Harrison  bftd  been  a  oom^ 
inittee-man,  bebad  been  aa  aasocisM  wilb  Castk;  and 
yet,  i]»  Ae  most  material  part,  in  that  part  wbicb 
goes  to  fix.tbem  with  ibe  cooapicacy  and.  the  ficat 
desigipy  aithongb  tbe  prisoner  had  tbe  niMos  of  oontna*- 
dieting  Castle  by  Harrison^  Harrison  is  not  caUed ;  and 
why  4s  be  not  caUedt  I  wUl  tell  yovrr-nboGaasOv  if  he 
bad  be^n  oaUed  by  tbem,  be  WioM  bow  eonfioMft  Cas^ 
lie's  teitimooyi  apd,  theMifooe,  I  fattvo  o.  right  to  asr 
aume  aii4  to  ajqgp^  that  Caslle  is  not  ooly  oasifinBed.by 
tbe  pesiti^  corroboration  «e  bave  addiieed»  bntalao  by 
ibe  negatiKe.  confirmatiao,  by  the  pcisQn«rjs  not  cailii^ 
4hase  who  could  have  oontiadicted  him«  if  ins  teatMoooy 
tfws  falser  in  tbe  most  positive  terms;  addedito  vbioh, 
Harrison's  motures  mnat  be  aU  that  way ;  for»  i£  ho  is  aot 
aooiM^issit^r  bilMal^  ^  mwl  wish  to  bawe  an  oppminr 
wtff^  in  OJ^open  court  «f  joftioer  to  assert  tusinnooBnpe* 
He  woidd,  tbeiefiw^b^ve  been  ofwons.to  oone  hei«v And 
oontmdi^t  Cuitl^  if  it  weie  pos^ble  foe  bimioibofe.doiie 
sof  9m  my  leafm^  friends^  of  comisel  liar  tbe  pEHoner, 
l|iartb»t»  if  th^oaUedbia^kevmatoestfim Castk  (at 
JMtl  ba«#ari^taofpoi8ae)  md  ibeoBfon  it:isboJs 
UPt  prodnfa^^ttMrriaoitMl  proaed  lo  bam  .hae^  on  Ae 
^^wp  •'^iiiMWOppRjt  .  4^wwj|i»a  ^wSMa  ^mK*  yipi^j ^^^^h^k^  ^^^■mmmj* 
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If  Cwie  id  Ms  ttgeuotie  and  eoiitritng  aiM^if  he  ii< 
man  anxioos  to  hare  you  belieTe  that  Ui  fttorj  is  traa 
whM  in  reality  tt  is  ialse,  would  he  veatore  to  tiaaie  a  pcr^ 
ibii  as  a  parly  ia  this  plot  who  was  capahle  of  eontsa^ 
dieting  him;  and  who  woidd  oontradict  Uifa,  if  called  i 
Castley  acootrdiag  to  my  leanaed  ftiead't  accooftti  is  a  aaui 
of  so  Bittdh  $agaoityand  €ontrttaiice,that  as  he  is  iftveitt*- 
ing  a  lie>  he  takes  eai«  never  to  speak  to  any  naterial  feet 
vrhich  oan  reoeive  contradiction;  rad  yet,  if  his  story  h« 
not  trae,  be  has,  by  hnplieatiiig  Harrison^  eaabled  die  pri- 
aoner  to  have  taHed  a  person  who  might  oontradict  him  iti 
«yery  particular.  Not  only ,  then,  is-Caade  oonfirmed  by  posi* 
tive  testimony^  but  his  evidenee  is  strengtheBod,  is  cono<i 
hoiiited/  iaadtially  ooofirmed,  by  the  non-^peudvotioQ  of 
Harrison  to  contradiet  htm  in  the  mpost  material  Acts. 
Whether  what  passed/aftera  dronken  dinner  in  Bouveria^ 
atraety  is  iasaterial,  yoa  wtll  ham  to  consider ;  b^t  thef 
have  httd  veeowae  «o  Mr«  HtMt  (euid  Mi.  Bryant,  for  the 
purposeofoOAtradioting  Castle  as  ao  what  pasasdoolhMtoc* 
easion ;  wMle,  «t  the  same  time^  diey  do  not  caD  Hanison 
to  contract  hitn^  (as  they  could  Iwf  e  doM,  if  he  hadawvn 
fidsely)on  the  mostimportant  factsof  the  case;  and  diey  cais> 
<mTt,  they  ha^  an  ananswerahie  reason  to  give  #nr  this 
omiasiDn,  naaielyi  that  his  name  is  in  the  list  of  the  Gsowa 
witnesses,  and  therefore  the  Crown  might  have  calledhim; 
though,  at  the  same  time^  it  must  he  adnHtted  by  theai^ 
that  the  Oro^ro 'could  not  have  compelled  him  to  gite  aesr 
limday,  I  say,  therefiMpe,  ^^i^j  diat  Caatle  is  oonfimed, 
not  only  by  positive  tasliatiooy,  bat  still  mote,  by  the  fsrir 
aeHei^B'deeUoiog  to  call  Hanriaen  as  airkaem. 

Mow,  OentlemeOy  Itcometoannther^pirtaf -tketsaaar 
lUflion,  M  wbioh  my  'learned  tieads  I  tunst  sagr  <Md  leaf 
it  with  groat  daferenee  to  thcuiy  as  Iliigfaly«eapeot  thair 
talents ;  no<inaa  indeed  respects  th«sisnMe,<aiidtthieie>Ubir 
iioa  in  fbfiOavtt'mast  sttthi^^eiy  mmlmw  «MBtikhfM(tar 
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kilts  aieXbat  Imust  sajr  tfaat  they  treat  the  case  with  mote 
levity  than  thej  should  have  done;  I  mean  that  part 
respecting  the  pikes ;  and  here  Castle  is  a^ain  confirmed 
by  their  not  calling  HarrisoD,  who  might,  if  called,  have 
contradicted  him ;  but  they  dare  not  do  it;  for  Bendey 
himself  stated,  that  Harrison  introduced  Castle  to  Bent-* 
ley-  Harrison  is  the  man  who  goes  to  Bendey,  in  order  to 
get  him  to  make  these  pikes ;  Castle,  not  knowing  where 
he  might  obtain  the  loan  of  a  forge  in  order  to  make  them, 
he  applies  to  Harrison,  and  Harrison  introduces  him  to 
Bentley,  and  Bentley  afterwards  executes  the  order,  and 
the  pikes  are  afterwards  actually  delivered  by  Mr.  Bentley 
to  Castle  and  young  Watson. 

Gentlemen,  the  pikes  are  made;  and  when  are  they 
made  i  At  the  very  time  this  plot  is  going  on :  they  are 
made  at  the  time  when  Harrison  is  a  oo-coospirator. 
Their  plot  was  to  break  out  between  the  9th  and  the  loth^ 
and  shortly  before  that  time  they  wckc  ordered  and  were 
directed  to  be  delivered  immediately ;  and  they  were  made 
accordingly  by  Bendey,  and  he  has  spoken  to  the  most 
minute  particulars  of  that  transacdon.  I  was  snrprised  at 
Mr.  Wetherell,  when  he  stated  that  Casde  was  here  con- 
tradicted by  Bendey.  Casde,  you*  recollect,  sdd,  he  in* 
tended  to  make  a  pattern  pike,  and  Bendey  would  not  let 
him ;  Bendey  confirms  him  in  this,  and  this  appears  ta 
me  such  an  undesigned  coincidence,  that  it  speaks  most 
strongly  in  support  of  Casde's  evidence.  Can  my  learned 
friends  say,  Casde  foresaw  that  Bendey  would  refiise  him, 
and  that  he  foresaw  that  it  might  become  material  af^«- 
waids;  it  is,  to  be  sure;  a  single  fact  of  confirmation,  but 
snch'a  fact  as  shows  the  truth  of  the  story.  But  then  it  is 
to  be  supposed  that  Casde,  the  contriver  and  fabricator  of 
all  this  plot,  contrived  that  Bendey  should  refuse,  him,  in 
order  that  he  might  adduce  that  fact  in  confirmaUon  (>f  his 
^torj^  'Gendemen,  this  is  too  absurd  a  nodon  for  any  man 
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iot  a  moment  to  entertain^  and  it  is  impoflsible  to.  harbour 
the  slightest  doabt  of  the  truth  of  the  transaction  with 
respect  to  the  pikes. 

'Then,  Gentlemen,  where  are  the  pikes  subsequently 
found?  There  was  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  effect  of 
that  circumstance/  I  know  you  saw  it;  nothing  haa 
escaped  your  attention  in  the  course  of  this  trial.  You 
heard  my  learned  friend,  on  the  cross-examination  of 
Castle,  ask,  **  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  thing  of  the  key  of 
the  door  in  Hyde^street,  BIoomsburyT'  I  am  sure  you 
remarked  it.  I  observed  it  instantly,  and  saw  what  they 
were  aimmg  at :  they  knew  that  the  pikes  would  be  traced  j 
they  knew  they  had  been  traced  to  yeung  Watson's  house ; 
they  knew  it  would.be  difficult  to  account  for  that,  and, 
therefore,  having  blackened  Castle,  as  I  admit  they  have 
by  the  crimes  he  has  committed,  they  tried  whether  they 
could  not  make  him  admit  that  he  had  a  secret  key  to  the 
lodgings  in  Hyde-street,  and  that  he,  foreseeing  that  he 
might  be  a  witness,  had  thereby  contrived  to  convey  those 
pikes  into  that  place  where  they  were  found  in  Hyde-street, 
Bloomsbury,  and  afterwards  to  have  them  discovered 
there*  But  is  there  the  least  evidence  of  that  f  They  are 
found  concealed  in  this  place;  and  then  my  learned 
friends,  feeling  how  this  pressed,  raise  another  argument. 
They  say,  **  Oh,  yes !  these  pikes  which  were  intended,** 
as  it  is  said  by  Castle,/^  to  be  used  offensively,  were  found 
^  afterwards  concealed  1  and  they  were  never  used  at  all ! 
f '  they  were  never  even  taken  to  the  meeting  in  Spa-fields  i " 
Why,  there  is  the  most  satisfactory  answer  to  that  obser<^ 
vation*  Harrison  became  alarmed;  he  declined  to  pro- 
ceed  with  their  plots,  and  he  quarrelled  with  youjig  Wat- 
son. What  did  this  produce  i  There  was  an  immediate 
alarm  at  Greystoke^place ;  such  an  alarm  that  they  changed 
their  place  of  meeting.  The  Blue  Last  public-bouse  is 
the  place  they  then  fix  upon  as  the  place  of  rendexvqus; 
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M  itt  the  MMuHUne  Ctttte  if.  to  gb  and  see  vlicdMr 
HaitiMm  h  ki  tlM  frame  of  mind  to  mdoce  a  fnspicioa 
'  that  he  will  betray  their  schemes  and  Aenr  plots.    I  aa 
iuie  70Q  wlU  recollect  what  he  detailed  upon  tbatsnb- 
ject.    He  said  to  Harrison,  ^  Watson  says  70a  eve  a 
trshor,   yon  wiU  discover  the  plet.'*    ^^No^"*  Harrisoa 
answered,  ^  I  atm  not  a  traitor,  hut  I  wUl  not  go  any  fnr* 
Aer.*^    They  are  Aerenpon  convinoed,  that  dioagh  he 
had  seceded,  yet  that  he  had  saffieient  attachment  to  them 
not  to  disclose  the  tnmsaetions  going  on ;  and  themfose, 
after  their  alafm  had  sobsided,  but  not  tiH  some  time,  they 
tesmned  their  meetings  in  Oteystobe^^place. 
'   Gentlemen,  on  that  secei^ion  they  gave  np  their  flsst 
idieme,  and  said  we  muAt  net  adveotaie  this;  Hanison  is 
in  die  plot,  and  though  he  intimates  that  he  wiU  not  dis^ 
oover  w,  jet  we  cannot  vaitnre  opon  ir. — ^And  I  have  no 
donbt,  in  that  moment  of  alann,  when  they  knew  they  had 
in  their  possession  die  most  ptegnaifl  endemee  of  thaif 
wicibedness,  namely,  theptl:eB>  yovng  Watson  took  ea«e 
tb  conceal  them,  lest  the*  pikes  should  be  tarengfat  forward 
as  the  strongest  evidence  against  tli«n ;  and  yon  wiif  ie» 
member  they  had  in  their  futofe  schemes  no  oeoasion  for 
jnke^.    The  plan  for  theur  midnight  insurvection  was  dsen 
given  np,  in  consequence  ^  Hartisen's  seeession>  and  from 
an  apprehension  dso  that  the  temper  ol  the  people  was 
hot  ripe  for  it.    They  then  detttmiaed  to  ity  the  ttmp« 
and  spirit  of  the  people,  by  calliag  together  aU  the  dis^ 
tressed,  whom  they  eonid  coUeot  at-Spa^fields,  assemUing 
them  under  one  pietence  in  eidef  to  use  item  for  another. 
The  object  to  be  held  ont  to  tliepnhUe  of  this  flsoeting,  was 
10  be  die  petitioning  Parliament ;  for  thfy  could  not  pn^ 
core  a  meeting  there  without  some  avof^ed  legal  purpose^ 
and  to  give  an  appearance  of  respeenMhty  to  the  meetings 
tbey  had  recourse  te  the  contrivance  ot  putting  tile  i 
to  the  adv^a^ment,  aadMurmtm^  eC  a  mw  who 
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ilfed  tfiat  chsxieiet,  ByaHr  Ibt  he  deoiei  that  h^  W 
^lEirmaa.    And  they  put  aba  the  name  of  Preston  s^ 
secretary ;   and  then  iitef  advertiated  -  thehr  meeting  ill 
Apft-Aelds. 

My  learned  friend  has  reminded  liie  of  that  which  is  iSk 
most  important  featare,  and  by  far  die  m<»t  important 
confirmation  of  Castle  upon  the  snbject  of  the  first  scheme ; 
1  me4n  the  application  ta  take  a  house  in  Seymour-place. 
Gtentlemen,  yon  recollect  one  part  of  their  sclieme,  wicked 
and  diabolical  as  it  was^  and  yet  a  scheme  that  might  weU 
enter  into  the  minds  of  desperate  men^  was  this ;  they  sal<! 
to  themselves,  We  must  prevent  the  soldiers  from  acting 
i^inst  m  ;-^and  for  that  purpose  their  plan  was  to  set  fir^ 
to  the  entrances  to  the  barrac^ks.  For  tbis  object  they 
wanted  to  prbcnite  a  house  in  theneigfabonrhood ;  and  they 
sent  Castle  and  young  Watson  to  ittspebt  the  streets  about 
King-street  and  Portman-street^  to  see  whetlier  they  ct>nlli 
find  a  convenient  house,  in  which  to  deposit  inflammable 
siibstences.  Here,  Gentiemten^  again  this  prophet  Castle, 
according  to  the  hypodiesis  of  my  learned  friend,  antici- 
pates that  Cosser  will  not  let  them  have  the  house ;  antici- 
pat^>  that  six  months  aflei^wiards  there  will  be  the  present 
trial ;  and  he  tontH^e»  all  this  to  give  support  to  his  story< 
^eygo  to  Seymour-place;  they  find  an  empty  houses* 
ihey  have  a  reference  to  a  gentleman  at  Milbauk.  They 
go  to  this' person;  young'  Watson  is  introduced;  and 
young  Watson,  his  father  living  in  town,  and  a  surgd>n,  is 
Supposed  from  mere  accident  to  give  a  reference  to  Mn 
HiistTewood,  vriio  was  one  of  their  principal  men  in  the 
|Aotj  and  who  vras  the  only  man  who  had  any  monejf 
wherewith  to  furnish  them.  Mnthistlewood,  who  lives 
in  S6ttthampton*buQdings,  is  the  person  referred  to  by 
young  WaCaon,  for  his  respectability  as  a  tenant  to  Cosser. 
But,  Gentlemen,  what  was  the  scheme  ?  WI^,  that  the 
bouse  should  be  taken  as  an  oil  shop ;  it  was  applied  for  as 
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of  my  learned  firleod  Mr.Seijeaiit  Copley)  so  widely  as  to 
esabrace  them  all.  Their  second  pk>ty  which  I  now.  come 
to  treat  of^  was  the  best  contrived  for  their  purposes  of 
any  which  coold  be  suggested.  They  were  a  few  pefsons 
without  means  to  accomplish  what  they  bad  to  effect; 
they  had  given  up  their  previous  scheme,  partlj  he^ 
cause  they  thought  the  spirit  of  the  people  was*  not 
ripe.  Howwerfe  they  to  rouse  their  spirit  f  Why  thcj 
are  first  insidiously  to  spread  their  sedition  from  bouse 
to  house,  collecting  one  meeting  at  one,  another  at 
a  second,  and  a  third  at  a  different  house,  and  .they 
themselves  go  to  different  parts  of  the  town;  to  those 
places  where  tliey  were  most  likely  to  find  fit  inatiru- 
ments  for  their  purpose;  to  the  navigators  at  Paddington, 
to  the  ccalheavers  at  the  Adelphi,  to  the  Spifalfielda 
weavers  in  the  time  of  their  greatest  distress ;  and  last  of  alJ, 
they  try  their  endeavonrs  to  seduce  His  Majesty's  soldiers 
from  their  aUegiaoce,  not,  perhaps,  expecting  that  they 
would  immediately  joia  their  conspiracy,  but  hopiDg  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  oppose  their  nefarious  designs. 
And,  Gentkmen,  what  do  we  find  them  dojog  upon  this 
occasion  ?  no  persons  ever  were  more  active ;  they  aro 
flioming,  noon  and  night  at  their  wcf  k.  Mr.  Castle  is  at 
one  place;  Mr.Prestoa  at  another;  Mr.Thistlewood  al 
another;  and  the  Watsons  elsewheie;  and  at  night  they 
are  all  regularly  convened  at  their  house  in  Greystokc* 
place,  to  produce  their  reports,  and  to  see  how  far  they 
«re  enabled  to  collect  together  a  sufficient  force  to  answer 
Iheir  end.  What  is  to  be  the  ostensible  object  of  tlm 
meeting  they  contemplated ;  they  must  lake  care  to  havt 
aoaae  object  which  should  have  the  appearance  of  being 
kg^,  in  Older  that  the  public  might  not  be  alarmed ; .  and 
theiefoffe  they  advertized  a  meeting  for  the  1 5th  of  Novem- 
ber; and,  Gentlemen,  they  thought  it  necesaary  and  pru-* 
dmHalsoupo*  thato€casioo>tohavereGowse  Wsome otbei 
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persons 'besides  themselves;  to  give  ^ome'^cl&t  to  theit 
meeting,  and  who,  perh£lps^  might  he  )sfiabled  to  make 
better  speeches  than  themselves  to  the  snrromiding  multi^^ 
tude.  I  wish  to  say  nothing  of  any  person  unconnected  with 
this  cause ;  I  join  in  the  reprehension  of  my  learned  friend; 
Mr.  Wetherell,  of  the  political  principles  of  Mr.  tiunt  j 
but  Mr.  Hunt  is  the  person  selit  for  from  the  county  of 
Hants,  to  make  a  speech  at  this  meeting,  and  in  order  td 
cover  their  designs — do  not  misunderstand  me  in  this  case^ 
I  do  not  Impute  to  Mr.  Hunt  any  participation  in  their 
object,  I  acquit  him  altogether  of  the  nefarious  design^ 
which  they  had  in  view.    His  name,  with  others,  indeed 
appears  on  a  paper  found  in  .Watson*i^  pocket,  bnt  that 
furnishes  no  evidence  against  him.    My  learned  friend  Mr." 
Wetherell,  therefore,  was  mistaken  in  supppstrtg  that  this 
paper  was  intended  to  furnish  any  evidence  against  any  of 
the   persons  mentioned  in  it;  it  furnished  none,  unless 
^e  could  have  shown  that  those  persons  participated  in 
the  common  design ;    your  name  or  mine  might  faaVe 
been  inserted  in  it,  and  no  blame  could,  therefore,  have 
attached  upon  us ;  but  in  order  to  veil  their  designs,  they 
held  out   the  semblance  of  a  meeting  in  Spa-fields,  td 
petition  the  Prince  Regent,  and  get  this  inserted  tn  the 
public  papers.    Was  Castle  the' author  Of  that  advertise- 
ment ?  Had  Castle  the  means  of  paying  for  the  hand-billt 
and  the  advelrtisetnent  t   He  was  a  mdii  without  money  or 
Credit.     Did  he  go  to  the  printer,  Storer,  or  to  Scale  ?    Is 
ii  not  in  evidence  that  the  Watsons  went  and  ordered  them 
of  Scale  as  well  as  of  Storer  ?    t  think  the  otder  given  to 
Storer  was  given  by  both ;  but  at  all  events  old  Watson 
certainly  came  afterwards  and  fetched  away  the  bills.  Old 
Watson  IS  found  applying  to  the  one,  and  failing  in  pro* 
curing  them  from  him  he  obtained  them  froni  the  bther; 
i<  IS  however  sufficient  for  my  purpose  that  this  meeting 
originated  with  them,  and  ffiem  only.    There  was  no  wish 
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cm  the  .part  of  die  ardzans,  these  was.  no  wish  on  the  ps|t 
of  the  distressed  inamifacturen,  nor  on  the  part  of  any  in- 
f^rjiinal,  for  this  meetiAg,  except  of  Watson,  Thistlewood|  , 
and  the  rest  of  the  six,  and  with  them  only,  as  one  of  the 
means  of  effecting  th^ir  wicked  purpose. 

^t  this  first  meetingy  there  is  a  most  numerous  asembly. 
We  hare  not,  in  detail,  the  addresses  made  to  thein; 
but  it  is  dear  they  proceeded,  by  degrees,  and  step  by 
step.  They  then  produced  a  tri-coloured  flag.  My  learned 
finend,,indeed,  objected  to  the  expression  of  *'  tri-coloured ;" 
because,  foiaooth^  one  of  the  colours  in  this  flag  differed 
fipom  one  of  the  colours  in  the  French  flag ;  it  b  green, 
instead  of  blue.  Why,  gentlemen,  that  was  part  of  their 
contrivance;  if  they  had  displayed  the  real  tri-coloured 
flag  upon  that  occasion,  it  might  have  excited  suspicion, 
and  have  obstructed  their  designs ;  but  they  took  care  to 
have  something  as  mndi  resembling  it  as  they  oould^  and 
it  was  displ^ed  near  to  where  Mr.  Hunt  was  speaking. 
JLttbecondnsionof  that  meeting,  Mr.  Hunt  proposed  an 
adjournment  till  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament:  Yoong 
Watson  proposed,  that  it  should  be  to  the  Monday  fortnight 
following,  the  3d  of  December;  and  it  js  said,  that  this 
was  upon  the  suggestion  of  scmiebody  from  behind ;  and 
here  again  is  a  strong  confirmation  of  Castle :  Castle  told 
you,  that  Thistlewood  was  the  person  who  desired  young 
Watson  to  fMTopose  that  adjournment.  Then  I  have  Castle 
confirmed  by  my  learned  friend's  own  witness  in  that  fact; 
for  Hunt  confirms  Castle  in  that  part  of  the  story,  which  is 
such  an  accidental  and  unexpected  coincidence^  as  stionglj 
shows  jthe  general  truth  of  his  narrative.  Qid  Mr.  Watson 
is  sopposed  to  object  to  this,  and  to  wish  his  son  not  to 
propose  the  amendment;  but  the  amendment  is,  neverthe* 
less,  proposed,  and  is  actually  carried  by  young  Watson's 
ineans,  and  upon  the  suggestion  of  Thistlewood,  and  I  will 
tell  you  why.    I  have  no  doubv^m  the  j^reat  assemblage 
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there,  and  the  force  displayed,  they  began  to  think  their 
schemes  were  withth  the  reach  of  accomplishment;  and 
that  they  then  resolved,  if  they  conld,  to  procure  sndl 
another  meeting,  and  to  take  care  to  circulate  a  bill  befere 
it  arrived,  which  should  a  little  show  the  design  they  had 
in' view,  but  which  should  still  be  sufficiently  obscure  tfs  to 
leave  the  matter  open  till  the  ad  of  December.  They  take 
care  too,  that  this  riotous  meeting  shaH  be  on  a  If  ood^y— 
a  day  of  all  others  on  which  the  artizans  and  labourers-  are 
most  likely  to  attend ;  they  fix  it  for  Monday  the  2d 
of  December.  Bu^  Gentlemen,  what  are  they  about' in 
the  mean  time  i  and  here  it  is  that  we  confirm  Casde  at 
every  step  he  takes  from  the  15th  of  November  to  the  2d  of 
December;  there  is  hardly  an  act  spoken  to  by  Castle  in 
which  he  is  not  confirmed ;  they  are  most  active  and  busy 
in  going  from' place  to  place.  Watson  prepares  the  placard^ 
for  he  is  the  author  of  it ;  he  is  also  the  person  wh6 
iketehes  out  the  motto  for  the  fiag;  but  here  we  slMtll  be 
told  again  this  was  all  the  contrivance  of  Castle;  and  there 
was  an  attempt  on  the  cro^s-examihatibn  of  Hunt,  to 
tbAh  Castle  statie  that  it  was  '<  his''  fktg,  although  in  the 
lodging  of  young  Watson,  there  is  the  drawing  of  that  flag, 
With  the  very  motto  afterwards  inscribed  upon  it. 
'  But,  Gtentlemlen,  attend  to  what  is  the  conduct  of  the 
conspirators  in  the  mean  time.  They  go  to  Paddingtoo^ 
tod  hire  men  to  cainy  ronnd  their  placards.  We  hare  a 
most  eloquent  euloginm,  by  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Seijeant 
Copley;  on  the  motto,  **  England  expects  every  man  to  Ah 
his  doty  r  and  he  attempted  to  divert  yoor  minds,  bjr  a 
digfession,  to  the  occaston  of  it ;  but  I  think  my  learned 
friend  haidly  called  yonr  minds  to  any'other  part  of  thai; 
'  haod-bUl ; — it  was  tender  ground.  My  learned  friend  Mt 
Aat,  if  he'eonid  stop  at  the  motto,  he  shotdd  dn  weB'; 
•he' felt  that  he  shonkl  arouse  your  feelings  as  Englishmen, 
-b^caHiiig.toyonr  rem^famcethe  bnTeoondttOtcfipttr 
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gaiknupQD  tbe  occa^ioa  of  that  motto^  and  he  took  caic 
fiQt  to  damp  tbem  by  reading  a  single  syllable  ongre.  But* 
GeDtlemeu»  with  your  leave,  I  will  read  a  little  more  of  it, 
and  tbea  we  »ball  see. with  what  iasidious  de^igja  that 
m^tiog  was  cooveoed. 

It  stales,  that  a  meeting  will  take  place  ia  Spa-fields,  qq 

Monday*  the  2d  of  December,  1816,  at  twelve  o'clock, 

although  Mr.  Hunt  telU  you  it  was  proposed  to  meet  at 

die,  and  that  the  Watsons  knew  that  circomstance ;  hut 

ibey,  who  knew  that,  took  pains  to  have  it  slated  in  the  ad-^ 

v^rtisement,  that  the  meeting  was  to  take  place  at  twelve 

o'clock.   Gentlemen,  this  may  appew  a  tnvial  observation, 

^ut  I  think  you  will  sec  that  it  operales  most  stroogly  ia 

mpport  of  the  case  made  out  by  Gasdej  and  most  atron^y 

im  mipport  of  the  designs  which  w«  attribute  to  them; 

**  \a  receive  tbe  anjswer  of  the  petittoa  to.  the  Piin^ 

Regent^  dieteoiUAed  upou  at  the  last  ineetiog  held  m  the 

anme  place,  and  for  other  important  cooalderaiioos,'^    If 

that  was  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  p\aoard  and  adr 

"viertiseBient  need  not  have  stated  any  thing  move;  dMQT 

were  to  meet  according  to  this  advet tisement,  to  receive 

tbe  imswer  of  tbe  Prince  RegeuA,  and  for  other  important 

considerations  i  but  then  see  what  followa,  printed  in /a 

lufgm  oliaraeter  U>  attract  tbe  eyei  and  to  attract  notice. 

^  The  preieot  state  of  Great  Britain :  Foui^  miUions  in 

distresail) — Four   millions  embarrassed!!! — Ctee  million 

mid  a  half  fear  diatress ! !  !-^Ualf  a  million  live  in  spleiodid 

luxury!!! — Our  brothers  in  Ireland  are  in  a  worse  state-** 

The  olimaic  of  misery  is  ccnnplete ;  it  can  go  do  farther, 

4«»tb  would  now  be  a  reUef  to  millions. — Arrogance,  £9% 

Mjd  orimea^  have  brought  afiauis  to  this  dread  cmis-^-ftim- 

jKsa  wd  i4i«gRily  can  only  saw  Ae  oountry !"  Thia,  Geii- 

t|Miea,isihe  adv^rttsemenii  and  th»plaaasd  which  was 

.^iilribttted  iot  <Mrder   to  todooe  persons.   M  aAteod  dws 

mHiv«i  ml  ttwn:  (vhidi  «  my  kanwd  Aiend  Ike  A^ 


tomey  General,  observed^  is  the  woKt  port  of  this  piacaid^ 
because  evidently  intended  to  masque  their  real  4etigti) 
they  have  in  the  smallest  character  stated,  that  ''after  the 
last  meeting,  some  disorderly  people  were  guilty  of  alttack*- 
ing  the  property  of  individuals -«they  were  ill  informed^ 
the  object  of  the  meeting/'  Yes,  Gentlemen,  tliey  were 
ill  informed,  and  it  was  the  object  of  these  oonspiralors 
that  they  should  now  be  better  informed.  Yes;  get  tbMi 
together,  and  then  after  their  passions  have  been  roused, 
after  they  have  been  inflamed  by  speeches  about  their  dis- 
tresses ;  then  it  was  that  they  were  to  be  informed  of  the 
real  object  of  the  meeting,  and  ''  it  was  not  to  plunder 
•persons  suffering  under  these  calamitous  times  in  common 
with  others;  the  day  will  soon  arrive  when  the  distresses 
will  be  relieved;"  and  th^n  in  l&rger  characters,  ''The 
nation's  wrongs  ntust  be  redressed !" 

Gentlemen,  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley,  baa 
argued  at  considerable  length  on  this  part  of  the  case,  and 
he  asks  what  is  meant  by  that  placard?  and  ,he  says,  if  it 
was  intended  to  excite  insurrection  on  the  ad  of  December, 
thej  gave  public  notice  of  it  by  these  placards,  ftom  one 
«Bd  of  the  town  to  the  other ;  they  proclaimed  to  Goveffn-- 
meot  the  nature  of  their  meetings ;  and  they  themsehies 
chose  to  do  this,  in  order  as  it  were  to  interpose  hindraiiGes 
to  the  completion  of  their  plans ;  and  that  the  magistrates 
and  police  officers  might  be  in  attendance^  and  that  the 
military  might  be  in  the  neighbaurhood«  Why,  Gentlemen, 
I  answer,  that  thi»  placard  did  nol  fully  disclose  their  p«r- 
pose,  nor  did  they  open  it  to  those  persons  among  whom 
they  circulated  it,  persons  principally  amongst  the  lower 
prders,  amongst  whom  the  instructions  given  were  that 
<th^  should  be  distributed;  and  though  the  apparent  object 
of  the  meeting  was  stated  to  be  to  receive  the  answer  of 
the  Phone  Reg/ent^  yet  these  othf  r  circumstantbes  were 
ladded^  in  ordef  tp  draw  together  a  lar^ar  mfe^ngj  and  lo 

C  c  4        ' 


40ft 

j^Hiinl  the  minds  of  those  aMembled  for.  what  was  sob* 
mfp^Mij  to  fidlow. 

But  ai'ter  tliej  bad  dktribated  tbeir  placards  aiid  haiid- 
hilky  what  was  next  to  be  done  i  One  part  of  tbeir  plan 
!iras,  that  tbe  Tower  sliould  be  attacked ;  and»  Gentlemen^ 
.yen  have  it  ip  evideace,  confirmed  over  and  over  agaia^ 
that  tbqr  weot  irom  time  to  time  to  the  Tower,  that  they 
hadcommfUiicatioBs  with  the  soldiers  there,  that  to  theas 
they  held  langnage  whidi  nobody  could  misunderstand; 
aach  as,  ''  Whether  they  would  like  a  big  loaf  rather  than 
a  small  one  i  *'  they  showed  to  the  men  .  there  tbe  tri- 
.ooloais ;  they  asked  them  questions,  whether  they  would 
surrender  the  Tower?  they  went  from  time  to  time,  treat* 
'  ing  the  soldiers  with  beer  and  other  liquors,  and  endea> 
▼ouring  to  seduce  them.;  and  they  carried  the  .handrbil) 
itself  to  the  Tower;  for  though  tbe  hand-bill  was  .not 
confirmed  in  its  very  words,  it  was  sufficiently  recollected 
to  satisfy  every  one  that  it  was  tbe  same.  They  want, 
indeed,  far  enough  towards  sedudog  the  nunds  of  the 
.soldiers,  if  tbeir  minds  were  to  have  been  so  affected.  To 
procure,  a  large  assembly  also  thejr  went  to  Faddmgfom^ 
and  invited  all  they  could  to  attend.  They  went  to  MuimU 
flley's^tbe  s|uitb's  manufiictory,  in  Westminster-road>  to 
.  procure  all  the  meu  they  could  irom  thence;  and  they  went 
to  other  places,  and  afterwards  assemUed  nightly  to  make 
reports  of  their  success.  But  when  the  people  were  so 
assembled,  and  had  been  worked  up  to  their  purpose,  they 
considered  that  they  most  have  arms;  how  are  tbey  to 
procure  tbem  i  the  ccmtrivance  was,  that  tbe  gunsmtlhs 
shops  should  be  instantly  attacked ;  and  I  suppose  Caslle 
is  not  confirmed  in  this  part;  and  that  no  gunsmiths  shops 
were  attacked,  or  that  tlie  attack  was  not  confined  to 
gunsBDuths  only ;  but  they  must  also  have  arms  themsl^es; 
young  Watson  most  have  pistols,  in  order  that,  if  opposed 
hy  any  one,  he  may  by  foioe  execute  his  purpose;  and 
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'^  tbifi  part  of  the  case*  stands  so  strong  and  so  confirtnH; 
•that  neither  my  leu'ned'  friend  yesterday  nor  ipy  learried 
friend  who  addressed  you  to-day,  ventured  to  nfiake  any 
observations  upon  it.  The  papers  were  putinto the  room 
at  Byde-street,  Bloomsbury,  by  Castle;'  the  flag  Was 
prepared  by  Castle ;  the  pike»  were  concealed  by  CaMl^ 
at  Hyde-street ;  but  the  pistols  bought  on  the  Friday  and 
Saturday,  were  they  also  put  into'  the  pOcket  of  young 
WatBon>  and  the  breast  of  old  Watson,  by  the  same  con-* 
trivance  of  Castle?  Gentlemen,  these  are  facts  which 
eonfirm  Castle  in  this  part  of  the  case  beyond  the  pdssi* 
biltty  of  doubt.  The  pistol  with  which  that  unfortunate 
gentleman,  Mr.  Piatt,  was  shot,  the  pistols  found  on 
Hooper,  and  the  pistols  found  on  old  Watson,  are  the 
T«ry  pistols  which  were  purchased  on  the  Saturday  and 
Sunday  preparatory  to  this  meeting.  But  still,  say  mj^ 
learned  friends,  this  was  a  peaceable  meeting;'  it  was 
intended  to  take  into  consideration  the  answer  of  the 
Prince  Regent  to  the  petition ;  no  violence  was  proposed; 
no  insurrection  intended.  But  if  so,  why  do  the  Watsons, 
Hooper,  and  Thistlewood,  go  armed  to  that  meeting?  Caii 
you  form  to  yourselves,  and  I  ask  you  as  sensibly  and 
rational  men,  can  you  form  any  suggestion  why  these 
men,  and  these  men  alone,  go  armed  to  this  meeting  at 
Spa-fields?  for  you  do  not  find  that  any  one  individual 
went  there  armed  besides  those  who  had'  procured  this 
meeting;  those  men  who  had  indeed  peace  upou^their 
mouths  and  in  their  apparent  intentions,  but  who  had 
mischief  abd  treason  in  their  minds.  These  men  go  with 
armd  for  no  purpose  which  has  been  or  can  be  suggested, 
except  that  which  is  charged  upon  them  by  this  prosecu- 
tion, and  which  they  attempted  to  put  into  execution^ 
hut  in  which  they,  fortunately  for  the  country,  failed. 

But  if  we  want  further  evidencie  of  that,  I  will  go  tp 
their  acts,  and  see  what  they  did  with  their  arms  upon  that 
day ;  a&d  then  let  us  judge  of  their  intent 
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QemleoieOy  the  second  meetiog  ia  Spa*fielcb  i^a«  pnH 
feisedlj  adjouroed  to  one  o'clock,  wben  Mr.  Hant  was  to 
make  his  speech ;  but  I  have  gone  from  eveots  of  the  first 
daj  before  I  intended^  aod  I  have  passed  over  a  most  im* 
portaot  scene  at  the  dose  of  it|  in  Bouverie-sjtreet,  which 
had  nearly  slipped  my  recoUectioOy  but  from  which, 
I  think,  yon  must  perceive  that  most  important  ioferences 
of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  arise.  They  were  ail  found  ia 
Bouverie-streety  I  care  not  whether  invited  or  not;  but 
there  they  were  all  met  at  dinner  with  Mr.  Hont,  and  bis 
friend  aod  companion  Mr.  Bryant.  Gentlemen,  they  are 
a  most  loyal  set;  and,  according  to  Mr.  Hunt,  the  toast  ot 
'^  The  King^  is  given  first  after  diuner.  Here  we  have  a 
contradiction,  which  is  to  cut  down  Castle's  evidence  altOh 
gether;  a  most  important  contradiction  \  But  wben  h« 
could  have  been  contradicted  in  other  parts,  it  his  stoxy 
was  false,  in  those  parts,  too,  which  pressed  most  materially 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar ;  when  he  could  have  been 
contradicted  by  Harrison,  and  by  another  person,  whose 
name  I  will  bring  lo  your  recollection,  Keenes,  who  might 
also  have  been  called.  Those  persons  are  not  produced  ; 
but  Mr.  Hunt,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Biyant,  who  are  present 
at  this  dinner  in  Bouverie-street,  after  the  meeting  on  the 
J  5th  of  November  in  Spa-fields,  are  produced,  in  order  to 
contradict  him  in  this,  that  the  King's  health  was  given  as 
a  toast.  Gentlemen,  whether  that  toast  was  given  or  not 
is  quite  immaterial;  but  there  is  another  transaction  of 
that  day  not  quite  so  unimportant.  Castle  proposes  a 
toast,  which  I  will  not  repeat  to  you,  but  upon  the  giving 
of  which  not  a  man  in  that  room  ought  to  have  staid  one 
minute  longer  with  him.  I  say,  tliat  when  that  toast  was 
proposed  by  Castle,  instead  of  merely  shockiag  the  tender 
and  delicate  feelings  of  Mr.  Hunt,  he,  aod  every  individual 
in  that  company,  ought  either  to  have  turned  CaUle  out  of 
the  room,  or  to  have  gone  out  of  the  loom  themselves,  and 
left  him  to  enjdy  his  dinner  by  himself.    ''  It  is  a  violent 
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ym^^^^tbat  U  the  ;term  appjifd  to  it  hy  ttiein.  But  he  ia 
StiU  auffeied  to  remaia  till  ^be  party  broke  up :  nay^  after 
th^ty  Castle  does,  not  deoy  .tbat  there  was  a  coaversatioo 
about  a  French,  priaooer,  aad  Mr.  Hunt  is  agaia  shocked  \ 
and  he  exclaifned>  ^^  Oh!  contrive  the  escape  of  a  French 
prisonet !  ypu  must  not  talk  of  such  a  thi»g/'-— '^  Oh !" 
^aid  Watson,  "  he  is  my  friend  j  he  is  an  excellent  felloi^^ 
he  is,  to  be  surf ,  rather  violenti  but  I  have  the  greatest 
confidence  in  him."  I  charge,  therefore^  upon  Watson, 
that  if  Castle  be  the  infamous  character  which  they  repie* 
sent  him  to  be,  that  if  he  be  that  abahdoned  wretch,  stili 
that  Mr.  Watson  and  the  others  are  bis  associates,  with 
the  full. knowledge  of  that  character. 

Then  you  cure  told  by  Mr.  Hunt,  that  some  time  after 
this  Castle  is  supposed  to  sham  sleep,  and  that  Mr.  Hunt 
gave  him  sqph  a  blow,  in  order  to  awake  him,  that  it  would 
have  knocked  any  other  man  down ;  and  yet,  strange  to 
say,  it  had  no  such  ef&ct  on.  Castle.  The  friend  of  Mr. 
Hunt,  Bryant,  upon  being  asked  whether  he  struck  him, 
said^/'  He  might  have  put  his  hand  upon  his  side,  in 
order  to  awake  him,  or  be  might  give  him  a  stroke  l^)on 
iiis  side*"  Snch  is  the  representation  of  this  occurrence 
by  M^r  Bryant.  .  But  Mr.  Hunt  says,  the  blqw  was  such 
.as  woold  have  knocked  any  other  man  down.  Gentlemen, 
if  I  wexe  to  analyse  the  evidence  given  by  Mr,  Hunt  and 
Mr.  Bryaqt,  I  could  produce  more  contradictions  from  it 
tbaot  all  they  b^ve  aUfmpted  to  giye  to  Castle*  Gentle- 
mm,  tki^  bill  is  afterwards*  cfdled  for ;  Castle  has  no  money ; 
and  this  qiaqi  who  has  so  shocked  the  delicacy  of  Mr. 
,Hunt^.^  and  so  oSfnded  Mr*  Bryant,  has  his  share  actually 
paid  lor  him  either  hy  the  -one  or  the  other. 

Gentlemen,  I  should  have  been  extremely  sorry,  if  I 

.bad  passed  over  .this  tcawiactioi^  because  it  furnishes  (his 

ohsctnuL^Ql^  frotti^  which  I  cannot  be  shaken ;  that  Castle, 

4l^  yfiHHakk^  ithfi^  ffarjurod  chiMcact^,  aiid  to  wUch  may  be 
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iddedy  any  other  epithet  you  may  think  fit  to  bestow  upoti 
him,  iB.thetx>mp«oion  of  the  WatiOnSy  widi  a  fUH  know* 
Ikdge  on  dicir  part  of  his  character,  as  appears  evideiftly 
from  this  conTersation.  I  say  therefore,  the  blacker  tny 
learned  friends  make  Casde,  the  more  probable  they  make 
the  guilt  of  his  associates ;  the  bladLcr  they  make  Castle, 
the  more  fit  they  make  him  to  be  an  associate*  in  their 
designs ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  objected  to  Castle;  that  he  is 
not  a  credible  witness  against  the  prisoner,  when  he  is 
found  to  be  his  friend  and  associate,  with  a  full  knowledge 
by  Watson  of  bis  iniquities  and  his  crimes. 
,  Gentlemen,  supposing  his  character  to  have  first  ap- 
peared to  them  on  the  15th  of  November,  still  with  a  fnii 
knowledge'of  what  passed  on  that  occasion,  you  find  him 
their  companion :  diey  do  not  abandon  his  society  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  toast  he  had  proposed,  or  of  his  having 
assisted  in  the  escape  of  a  French  prisoner ;  his  principles 
therefore  must  be  taken  to  be  thnr  principles ;  and  it  is  cli6ar, 
that  after  that  they  act  with  him  uU  the  2d  of  December. 
'  Previous  to  that  day,  however,  there  is  another  confirma- 
tion of  Castle.  Fearing  their  meetings  and  consultations 
in  Greystoke-place  might  be  too  firequent,  and  attract 
notice,  they  take  a  house  in  Dean-street,  and  there  they 
assemble  at  dinner  the  Sunday  preceding  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, on  wUch  the  plot  broke  out.  Keenes  is  diere,  as 
stated  by  Castle,  on  that  occasion ;  why  is  he  not  called  \ 
Angel  is  there,  why  is  he  not  called  f  Their  not  being 
called  proves  it  to  be  true,  that  they  met  diere  and  dined 
together;  not  the  whole  party  indeed,  for  Thistlewood 
dined  with  the  Evans's  at  his  own  lodgings.  Castle's 
account  of  that  day  is  confirmed,  as  you  will  find,  in  ^ery 
minute  particular. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraid  I  am  tiringyon  with  these  obienra^ 
tions,  bat  I  shall  soon  bring  them  to  a  close ;  for  I  aiftnow 
arrived  at  the  important  day^  of  flie  3d  of-Deciimfeeri  a 
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day  or  two  befer€  which  a  wag^n  is  hired ;  and  I  do  net 
go  throfigh  that  part  of  the  cai&e,  becaoae  it  is  admitted 
that  Castle  is  coofirmed  at  every  step  with  rei^iect  to  the 
hiring  of  that  waggon.  Gentlemen^  the  principal  meeting 
on  that  day  was  expected  by  the  public  to  be  at  Merlin's- 
cave,  and  Mr.  Hunt  was  to  be  there  at  one,  according  to 
tlie  adjournment;  but  these  persons  were  by  their  plan  to  be 
at  Spa^fields  before,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  inter- 
rupted in  their  scheme;  because  if  the  officers  and  the 
troops  were  to  be  therci  it  would  be  to  watch  the  pro- 
ceedings at  one  o'clock,  since  no  one  but  the  conspirators 
had  any  notion  that  any  thing  would  take  place  before. 
But  before  twelve  where  do  you  find,  youpg  Watson/* 
Why,  in  prosecution  of  the  scheme  of  collecting  persons ; 
be  is  in  Houndsditch,  and  he  has  one  of  the  flags  parading 
the  town,  to  coUect  lus  forces,  and  then  proceeded.to  the 
waggon. 

Gentlemen,  much  has  been  said  of  Castle's  not  account- 
ing for  himself  that  morning.  His  part,  you  will  remember, 
was  to  go  to  London  bridge  to  meet  the  smiths ;  now  he 
really  went  there,  and  not  finding  them,  he  proceeded 
from  thence  to  the  Tower,  and  you  heard  how  he  occupied 
himself  till  h^  met  old  Watson  in  Little  Britain ;  so  that 
he  is  most  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  At  Spa-fields  are 
Preston,  Hooper,  Watson,  and  Thistlewood.  Upon  that 
occasion  old  Watson  first  addressed  the  ^multitude;  and 
here  I  must  complain  of  the  insinuations  thrown  out 
against  another  of  the  witnesses.  Bowling,  on  whose 
character  there  is  not  the. slightest  imputation.  He  was 
at  Spa-fields  in  the  prosecution  of  his  occupation  as  a 
reporter  for  ''  The. Observer  "  newspaper ;  but  he  is  to  be 
attacked  because  he  communicated  afterwards,  as  he  was 
bound  to  do,  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  oflice,  tli^t  which 
be  heard  on  that  day;  and  because,  since  that  time, 
he  and  his  brother  have  had  some  employment  ondf^ 
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Gcvernment,  for  which  they  have  received  corapehgation  { 
^nd  this' is  insinuated  as  an  imputation  on  him,  as  it  he 
had  been  bribed  to  come  and  state  on  this  trial  what  wa^ 
fiilse.  These  insinuations  ought  not  to  be  slightly  made; 
but  I  fearlessly  ask  you  whether  the  least  discredit  attaches 
to  Mr.  Dowling  for  his  conduct,  and  I  will  show,  if 
necessary,  how  he  is  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  other 
persons. 

Gentlemen,  1  will  not  tire  you  now  with  residing  the 
whole  of  old  Watson's  speech,  but  I  think  you  will  find  if 
began,  "  Friends  and  countrymen,  we  are  convened  this 
day  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  passed  at  our  last  meet*, 
Jng.**  Now  in  the  bouse  of  young  Watson  was  found, 
tinder  the  inscription  of  the  flag,  that  which  evidently 
purports  to  be  the  commencement  of  a  speech ;  and  it  begins 
thus,  "  Friends  and  feilow  citizens.  It  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  state  the  purpose  of  our  meeting  this  daj^ 
as  it  was  clearly  understood  on  Friday,  it  being  one  of  our 
resolutions.'*  Gentlemen,  the  commencement  of  old 
Watson's  speech,  though  not  in  the  same  words,  conveys 
the  same  ideas.  The  manuscript  then  goes  on  "  Sir  F.  B. 
on  accotint  of  the  dangerous  state  of  his  son's  health,  de- 
clines presenting  the  petition  to  the  George  Guelphs,  com- 
monly called  the ;**  and  I  read  this  because  you 

have  been  told,  and  it  has  been  asserted  with  great  confidence 
by  my  learned  friends,  that  nothing  has  ever  been  hinted  or 
suggested  by  these  persons  disrespectful  to  the  King,  the 
Prince,  or  crowned  heads ;  but  after  this  piece  of  evidence, 
my  learned  friends  will  not,  I  think,  continue  their  asser- 
tions.' I  do  not  tire  you  with  a  repetition  of  the  whole 
of  Watson  senior^B  speech,  but  it  was  most  inflammatofyi 
and  wen  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  surround- 
itig  mob :  he  is  followed  by  bis  son,  who  is  still  more 
violent  in  his  language,  because  he  knew  what  was  intendecl 
to  follow.    His  speech  is  a  string  of  interrogatories  to  the 
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pcopld^recdviBg  from  diem  cotfttimt  approbation  to  tfi6 
quesdons  put  to  them ;  they  answered  in  the  ctffirmatiT^ 
where  he  expected  An  affirmatiye,  and  in  the  negifive 
where  he  hoped  fw  a^gative;  and  then  he  concludes^ 
''  If  they  win  not  give  us  what  we  want,  then  shall  we  not 
teke  it  I  are  you  willing  to  take  it  {  if  I  jump  down  among 
you,  will  you  follow  me  ?'  , 

Gentlemen,  yon  will  rccolkcl  that  the  parts  of  tbi* 
speech,  heard  by  the  two  Sheermans^  confirm  Dowling  i 
and  thej  both  heard  the  conclusion.  From  the  waggon 
from  which  this  speech  was  delivered,  were  displayed  flags 
and  a  banner,  and  upon  the  bann^  was  an  inscription 
evidently  meant  to  affect  the  minds  of  the  military,  and 
corresponding  with  the  expression  used  to  the  soldiers  at 
the  Tower.  It  is  ''  The  brave  soldiers  are  our  brothers  ^ 
treat  them  kindly."  Here  I  think  I  may  appeal  with 
sdcoess  to  my  learned  friends,  and  ask  them  what  this 
banner  meant,  and  for  what  object  it  was  exhibited  P  If 
not  for  that  which  we  impute  to  the  prisoner  and  his  eom« 
pani6ns,  can  my  learned  friends  suggest  any  other  reason 
why  it  was  displayed?'  If  they  could  have  given  a  reason 
satisfactory  to  yonr  minds  for  the  use  of  that  banner,  or  for 
the  arms  these  persons  had  on  that  day,  they  would  have 
«k>oe  it  in  their  addresses  to  you ;  but  they  have  in  thia 
wholly  failed. 

Young  Watson  then  proceeded  to  Beckwitb's,  and  yon 
find  old  Watson  going  abo  in  that  direction.  I  will  not 
go  over  the  melancholy  transactions  at  Beckwith's,  except 
tc^  say  I  was  surprised  when  I  heaid  any  excuse  attempted 
for  the  condact  of  yooog  Watson  there.  Was  there  an  j 
thing  in  the  behavionr  of  Mr.  Piatt  to  call  for  the  opposi-* 
tion  of  Watson?  The  exclamation  of  young  Watson  icr. 
the  doop  was,  '^  Armat  ahnsi"  and  yet  jtoa  ave  told 
gravely  by  my  learned  friend,,  Mr.  ^ijeans  Copley^  thai 
ha  thinks  it  was  not  part  of  youog  Wataon'a  deiligti  to  gtsi 
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artti^;  lint  tktA  after  be  was  taken  up  sCairs^  tbe  mob  i 
in  Bad  eoooeived  the  design  of  taking  arms,  and  took  thear 
in  Aoaaequence.  Bat  how  does  my  learned  friend  acooant 
for  yoang  Watson's  ezclaniationf  ^*  Arms,  armsy  I  want 
ams !''  Was  Casde  the  contriver  of  this  {  Is  Castle  the' 
peiBon  aecompanying  yonng  Watson  into  the  shop  ?  Does 
be  oontrive  thi%  part  of  the  scheme  as  well  as  the  rest, -in* 
order  :that  evidence  might  be  adduced  against  Watson  and 
the  others  on  thistriiA;  for  be  it  recollected,  if  you  are 
satisfied,  as  I  think  yon  must  be,  that  they,  had  a  common^* 
design  in  Spa-fields,  the  acts  at  Beckwith's  being  in  pro- 
seoation  of  that  design,  are  as  nradi'  to  be  attributed  to 
old*  Watson  as  to  his  son  ;'tuid  it  is  no  answer  to  say,  old  > 
Watson  was  not  there,  and  therefore  he  is  not  answerable* 
for  them. 

Gentlemen,  whilst  I  am  on  tbe  outrage  of  young  Watson' 
at  Beckwith's  shop,  let  me  make  an  observation  upon  his 
supposed  ootttrition  at  tbe  act  be  *faad  perpetrated;  Mr. 
Ptatt  proved,  that  after  he  was  shot,  and  after  youngs 
Watson  knew  he :waa  wounded,  he  took  the  butt-end  of 
the  pistol  and  endeavoured  to  strike  him,  and  almost  im- 
mediately i^terwards  be  took  a  braoe  of  pistols,  and 
loaded  tbem,  before  he  left  the  shop.  Such  is  the  conduct 
of  the  man  who  is  represented  to  you  as  not  intending  the 
violence  he  offered  to  Mr.  Piatt ;  and  his  contrition  consists 
in  attenipting  to  strike  Mr.  Piatt  widi  thebutt^end  of  tbe  ^ 
pistol  after  he  had  shot  him,  and  then  loading  other  pistols' 
for  forther  mischief.  But  when  advocates  have  stroag 
focts  to  deal  with^  they  firequently  have  recourK  to  weak* 
and  superficial  observations  to. endeavour  to  get  rid  of 
them,  aod  therefore  my  learned  friend  attempted  to  affect 
your  minds  with  a  show  of  contrition  on  the  part  of 
Watseo,  keeping  out  of  view  die  other  part  of  fais<condttct. 
But  the  striUng  fis^t  in  this  pisrt  of  the  occurrences  of  that 
day  is.this(whicbttQtbiBgcan^x^ain,and  which  shews  what 
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what  was  the  design  in  view,)  that  there  was  00  other  shop, 
attacked,but  those  of  the  gunsmiths,  there  it  is  they  are  to 
find  arms;  and  jou  cannot  but  observe  the  readiness  with 
which  they  are  selected  by  young  Watson,  he  having  pre- 
viously, as  it  is  in  proof,  gone  round  the  town  to  mark 
out  the  places  where  arms  were  to  be  procured,  and,  con- 
sequently, knowing  where  resort  might  be^  had  for  them.. 
You  will  recollect,  moreover,  an  expression  used  at  the 
jtime  of  the  mob^s  quitting  Spa-fields,  and  I  leave  you  to 
judge  from  whom  it  proceeded — "  To  the  Tower,"  was 
heard.  You  will  judge  whether  this  could  have  proceeded 
from  any  other  person  than  young  Watson,  or  some  other 
of  the  conspirators ;  for,  as  to  the  mob,  they  were  assem- 
bled in  Spa-fields  for  a  very  difierent  purpose  :  and  yet, 
as  soon  as  they  were  led  out  of  the  fields,  "  To  theTower*' 
was  the  cry,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  Tower  they  pro- 
ceed. We  were  amused  with  some  merriment,  by  my 
learned  friends,  upon  what  passed  in  their  way  to  the 
«Minories,  and  upon  the  supposed  resistance  of  Sir  James 
Shaw;  but,  upon  this  part  of  the  case,.  I  beg  to  call  to 
your  recollection  the  evidence  of  Mr.  White,  who  was  in 
company  with  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sir  James  Shaw.  Some 
observation  has  been  made,  because  we  did  not  call  the 
JjOid  M^yor,  but  I  will  tell  you  .why  he  was  not  called. 
We  examined  Sir  James  Shaw,  and  proved  what  passed 
within  his  knowledge.  The  Lord  Mayor  was  here  in  at- 
tendance two  days,  but  his  election  for  the  city  coming  on 
on  the  third,  and  it  being  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend, 
we  thought  it  unnecessary  to  detain .  him  to  prove  facts 
already. in  evidence;  but  you  will  recollect  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  White,  who  said,  that  after  he  and  Sir  James  Shaw 
got  into  the  Exchange,  so  alarmed  were  they,  that  he  was 
sent  immediately  for  the. military  in  Gray's* Inn-lane,  and 
thinking  the  danger  imminent,  he  got  on  horseback,  and 
gaUoped  to  the  place  with  as  much  speed  as  might  be ; 
Vol.  It  Dd 
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and  yti  we  are  told  th^re  was  no  al^m^  no  outrage,  no 
hann  done :   trnej  Mr.  Piatt  was  wounded  ;  all  the  shops 
were  shot  up;  troops  were  sent  for;  and  yet  all  this  is 
nothing.    This  was  no  tomulty  or  if  it  was,  it  was  to  be 
punished  under  the  Ribt  Act,  and  cannot  be  made  treason. 
Geademeh,  we  have  been  told  that  it  would  be  puerile 
to  contend,  on  our  part,  that  this  was  treason.    I  canno^ 
help  thinking  that  this  expression  may  be  retorted  on  my 
learned  friend,  when  he  talked  of  this  as  a  common  riot 
and  disturbance,  merely  because  it  might  have  been  easily 
put  down.    As  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  observe, 
the  question  is  not,  whether  this  disturbance  miglit  have 
been,  or  was,  in  point  of  fact,  easily  quelled  ;  nor  does  the 
guih  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner  depend  upon  whether 
their  purpose  was  or  was  not  effected,  or  whether  their 
means  were  adequate.     If  they  conceived  the  purpose, 
and  took  a  step  towards  it,  the  crime  is  complete,  nay,  ad 
complete  as  if  they  had  taken  the  Tower  and  the  Bank. 
If  they  had  succeeded  in  taking  the  Tower,  my  learned 
friends  seem  to  consider  that  the  crime  would  have  been, 
treason :  if  it  would,  as  the  essence  of  the  offence  is  the  trea- 
sonable design,  I  say,  as  a  lawyer,  the  crime  was  as  com- 
plete, on  their  moving  from  Spa-fields,  as  if  they  had  taken 
the  Tower  or  the  Bank  ;  for  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  the 
crime  were  to  depend  upon  the  effecting  the  treasonable 
purpose,  n#  treason  could  be  punish^  but  when  it  was  suc- 
cessful ;  and  if  in  this  case  it  had  been  successful,  you 
would  not  have  been  assembled  in  that  box  to  exercise 
your  functions  aa  jurymen ; '  and  yet  the  argument  oh  the 
other  side  must  go  that  length,  or  it  is  worth  nothing. 
Treasrn  is  the  act  of  the  niind,  and  in  thfs  cise  the  trea- 
sonable purpose  being  established,  the  offence  is  complete 
by  die  acts  they  did.    You  bave  heard  what  they  did  at 
th^  gunsmiths,  shops.    Ybu  biivte  hedrd  dso  that,  which 
give  me  leave  to  say  is  prov^  incentrbv^bly)  that 
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Tbiadewood  was  at  tbe  Towen  I  do  not.  say  whedier 
Watson  might  no^  also  have  been  there,  because  I  think 
when  I  call  your  attention  to  two  witnesses  not  mentioned 
bj  mj  learned  friends,  I  shall  show,  out  of  tbe  mondi  of 
W«tson  himself,  that  be  was  at  the  Tower.  Thisdewood^ 
it  is  proved,  hoi^r^er,  went  to  the  walls.  I  care  not,  upon 
this  part  of  the  case,  whether  the  scheme  was  visionary  or 
wild ;  it  may  be  as  much  so  as  ever  entered  the  heart  of 
man  to  devise,  still  the  only  question  is,  what  was  the 
fact.  At  the  Tower  Thistlewood  speaks  to  the  soldiers ; 
but  it  is  said,  there  is  a  variance  between  the  testimony 
of  the  soldiers.  Gentlemen,  it  is  a  trite  observatioR,  that 
slight  discrepandes  are  the  strongest  confirmation  of  the 
main  fact ;  no  two  persons  agree  upon  the  details  of  oe* 
currences  they  have  witnessed ;  they  will  vary  in  minute 
particulars,  and  suoh  variation  is  the  stiongest  test  of  the 
truth  of  ^hat  they  relate ;  here,  there  is  a  Tariance  in  the 
€2cpre8sions  spoken  to  by  one  and  the  other ;  one  said,  the 
expression  was  **  we  will  make  yon  captains  and  give  you 
•double  pay ;''  the  other,  '^  we  will  give  yon  a  hundred 
guineas  and  double  pay  ;**  it  is  not  impfobableboth  were 
right;  it  is  not  improbable  both  Watson  and  Thistlewood 
were  diere,  and  used  those  expressions.  Castle  says,  tbty 
were  boUi  there;  .the  soldiers  say,  they  saw  one  man,  but 
they  do  not  say  they  were  atteqding  at  tbe  same  time. 
This,  however,  is  treated  as  nothing  and  unimportant  by  the 
other  side,  rthovgb  the  soldiers  however  thought  it  so  im- 
portant that  they  communicated  it  to  the  serJeants,  who 
communicated  it  to  their  superior  officers.  It  is  clear, 
theref(Mre,  that  thift  was  something  that  actually  took  place ; 
this  is  not  all  a  fiction,  nor  is.thb  the  invention  oi  Castle, 
because  it  is  proved  by  three  witneoes.  The  credit  of 
one  is^  indeed  attacked ;  but  though  my  .ksmed  friends 
asked  Heywaid,  whetiier  be  had  eves  oooinmnicatcd  vbat 
hoheaid,  and  he  said  he  had;that  same  iay  to  a  nan  of  ihe 

Dd2 


420 

•name  of  Bent,  bmA  another  of  ihe  name  pf  Ensor,  yet 
they  have  not  called  either  of  these  persona  to  deny  tt ; 
those  men's  names  were  taken  down  by  my  learned  CrieqdSy 
and  their  residence  also;  now  we  could  not  call  them  to 
.confirm  Heyward^  since  it  would  not  have  been  admissible 
.evidence^  nor -were  the  names  of  those  persons  in  the  list 
of  tlie  witnessesy  bat  the  other  side  might,  have  called 
them  to  contradict  him,  and  not  having  done  so,  the  fact 
'is  as  much  confirmed  by  the  non-production  of  Bent  and 
:£nsor,  as  if  we  had  been  enabled  to  call  them  to  confirm 

•  Heyward's  testimony. 

Thus,  Gentlemen,  we  have  given  in  evidence,  by.  an- 
'  impeachable  witnesses,  almost  all  the  facts  which  were 
•wanted  to  fill  up  and  confirm  the  scheme  alledged  by 
:  Castle  to  have  been  the  scheme  of  that  day. — The  speeches 
'  at  Spa*fields,  which  show  the  design ;  the  attack  on  the 

gunsmiths'  shops ;  the  going  to  the  Tower,  all  proved  in- 
'  dependently  of  Castle,  and  yet  still  we  are  to  be  told,  this 
>  is  only  a  riot  within  the  Riot  Act,  and  no  treason,  though 
.  proved,  as  I  contend  it  has  been  done  with  this  design  and 

no  other ;  for  I  will  ask  my  learned  friends,  in  the  language 
.  of  the  Attorney  General,  if  this  was  not.  the  object,  what 

other  was  there  for  their  going  armed  to  Spa-fields  f  Why 
.  not  give  us  a  reason  for  the  attack  upon  the  gunsmiths 
.  shops,  and  on  those  shops  only?  Why.  not  assign  a  cause  for 

Thistlewood's  going  to  the  Tower?  Why  do  not  my  learned 

*  friends  give  you  some  other  reason,   why,  out  of  the 
1  50,000  persons  assembled  in  Spa^fields  (for  some  of  the 

witnesses  have  mentioned  that  number,)  Watson  and  the 
.  others  are  the  only  persons  armed  at  that  meeting. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  obvious  that  none  other,  has  been  given, 

because  none. other  can  be  assigned.     I  ought   not   to 

omit  that  there  is  another  contradiction  of  Castle  attempted 

-  with  respect  to  Mr.  Hunt.    Castle  said,  that  having  been 

I  at  the  Towet,  and  finding  the  coospiratora  had  not  been 
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tTiere,  he  proceeded  along  Cheapside  to  Little  Britain ;  he  • 
there  met  old  Watson  and  Thistlewood ;  and  Watson  said^- 
"To  the  Tower,  Jack;"  having  thus  seen  them  he  was' 
returning  from  thence  with  Keenes  towards  the  Tower,  and 
met  Mr.  Hunt  in  Cheapside;  he  told  you,  he  said  to* 
Mr.  Hunt^  you  are  late ;  that  is  confirmed.  Hunt  replied, 
that  it  wanted  twenty  minutes  to  one;  Castle  then  said, 
young*  Watson  was  gone  to  the  Tower  an  hour  ago.' 
Mr.  Hunt,  however,  swore  the  expression  was,  '^  that  the 
Tower  had  been  in  their  possession  an  hour;"  but  although 
Mr.  Hunt's  servant  was  riding  with  him,  although  Keenes 
was  with  Castle ;  and  therefore,  they  could  both  have  con- 
tradicted Castle,  if  he  were  incorrect  in  his  statement, 
how  is  it  they  were  not  called  for  the  purpose?  for 
Mr.  Hunt  being  stopped  in  this  manner  in  Cheapside, 
and  being  told  he  was  late,  might  not  have  accurately 
regarded  the  expression,  nor  distinctly  have  understood, 
whether  Castle  said,  "  we  were  in  possession  of  the 
Tower  an  hour  ago,"  or,  "  that  young  Watson  was  there 
an  hour  ago ;"  but.  Gentlemen,  I  cannot  help  remarking 
(I  mean  no  reflection  on  Mr.  Hunt)  that  after  that 
expression  of  Castle's;  whichever  it  was,  I  am  surprised 
Mr.  Hunt  continued  his  course  to  Spa-fields,  or  that  he 
should  afterwards  have  there  joined  the  meeting  of  that 
day.  My  learned  friend  says,  it  was  by  mere  accident, 
and  great  providence,  that  Mr.  Hunt  was  not  entangled 
in  the  net ;  but  if  there  were  this  great  discretion  aboiit 
him,  to  which  my  friend  has  adverted;  I  wonder  he  did  not 
say  to  Castle,  "  Good  God !  to  the  Tower ;  what  are  they 
doing  there  ?  I  must  communicate  this  to  a  magistrate,  and 
take  care  that  their  nefarious  designs  may  be  prevented.'* 
But  no;  he  goes  on  in  his  tandem,  and  he  finds  a  large 
meeting  at  Spa-fields — a  very  respectable  meeting,  no 
doubt,  ready  to  attend  to  the  orations  which  he  there  de- 
livers.   I  mention  this  as  not  reflecting  on  Mr.  Hunt;  I 

Dd3 


iBftpalrnotlBQg  tD-faim  9  bat  these  obaenralioas  aiue  ei^  his 
appeaiance  as  a  witness,  aad  put  of  the  transactioo ;  aad 
these  I  am.  entitled  to  make. 

'  Theie  are  two  other  witnesses  respecting  the  transactions 
of  this  day,  whom  my  learned  friends  have  not  adverted 
to  at  all) — the  one,  a  woman,  who  kept  a  public-house  in 
fast  SmitbBeld ;  the  other  a  sailor,  who  state  to  you,  that 
upon  that  very  day,  directly  after  the  riots  (the  man  said, 
between  one  and  two — the  woman,  between  two  and  three,) 
Watson  came  into  the  house;  he  declined  going  into  the 
parlour,  because  he  did  not  like  the  company,  they  being 
of  the  higher  order,  but  he  went  into  the  tap-room,  the  door 
having  been  opened  to  him  to  go  iuto  the  parloor.  *^  No," 
he  said,  **  I  must  go  where  I  may  have  liberty  of  speech  ;** 
and  thereupon  he  went  into  the  tap-room,  and  used  this 
expression :  **  My  brave  fellows,  if  you  had  followed  me, 
we  should  have  had  the  Tower !" — ^This  is  Watson,  who 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  these  transactions,  who  is  ignorant 
of  what  is  going  ou  upon  the  ad  of  December,  who  knows 
nothing  of  what  is  passing  at  the  Tower,  or  at,  Beckwith's : 
no,  this  was  an  invention  of  Castle's ;  and  yet  yoa  find  him 
using  this  expression.  Is  it  not  clear,  therefore,  he  was  at 
the  Tower,  or  near  it  f — ^is  it  not  clear  he  accompanied  the 
mob  to  the  Tower,  though  we  cannot  identify  him  i  Why, 
I  have  it  from  his  own  mouth,  from  the  most  unimpeach- 
able of  all  testimony  against  Mn  Watson— from  Mr. 
Watson  himself. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  the  transaction  thus  ended  at  Spa- 
fields,  what  becomes  of  those  innocent  persons  who  were 
there  upon  that  occasion ;  where  is  Mr.  Watson  \  He  de- 
camps that  very  night;  Thistlewood  leaves  his  lodgings  ia 
.Southampton-buildings  without  notice;  Watson  and  bis 
son  also  leave  their  lodgings  that  vaty  night,  without  any 
previous  notice  or  intimation  of  their  intention.  Where 
we  they  Ibund— I  do  not  say  they,  though  there  were  two 
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^(^jther  persofts  in  compaoy  with,  WaUOa  tjiHit  Bights  .iviio 
fired  pistols;  wbo  they  were,  we  do  not  diaioctlj  khow> 
You  find  Watson^  however,  aroied  with  one  of  the  pistols 
purchased  the  preceding  Saturday;  ^nd  what  is  found  in 
his  pocket  when  he  is  taken  i  did  Castle  place  the  papers 
in  his  pocket?  You  heard  before,  from  Castle^  that  they 
had  designed  a  Committee  of  Pablic  Safety,  in  case  thty 
sacceeded ;  and  in  Watson's  pocket  is  found  a  paper  con- 
taining a  Ii9t  coo-espoading  with  the  list  Castle  memiontd 
to  yon;  and  there  is  found  another  paper  in  his  pocket, 
'  which  is  coDfirmation  strong  of  ^Castle's  story;  it  contains 
the  divisions  ;  and  the  barricades,  which  are  treated  as  so 
▼isionaiy;  there  are  the  smiths  at  LondoiHbrldge,  whom 
Gafltle  was  to  have  accompanied  from  Maudsley's  manu* 
factory;  and  in  this  paper,  after  Saint  Oiles's,  and  so  fbrtfa, 
there  are  the  Tower  and  the  Bank.  With  reapeet  to  the 
^  smiths,'^  there  is  that  which  is  most  material.  <'  Smith's, 
.  Westminster*road,  form  three  divisions,  coUtBct  numbeis, 
and  meet  at  London  Bridge,"  the  very  plaee  where  Gastle 
went  on  the  morning  where  be  says  he  enpecled  to  meet 
the  Sniitbs,  but  in  which  he  was  disappointed;  '^*  where 
will  be  met  and  led  to  the  Old  Man,''  that  cant  term  is 
always  used  as  applicable  to  the  Tower,  as  Castle  said, 
^  form  three  division^,  collect  and  meet  at  London  Bridge, 
•where  will  bemet.and  led  to  the  Old  Man;  Paddingson 
'  to  proceed  to  Saint  Giles's,  banricade.eaeh  side  to  Holborn 
Bars,  branch  off  to  Temple^bar^  barricade  Chancery-*lane, 
Carey*street."  Then  here  is  in  Watson's  poaket  thad  which 
confirms  the  whole  aooount  ,giv^  by  Gatole,  which  shows 
vyou  that  this  phm,  visipnary,^  fanciful  a^d  iaeffioieot  "asrit 
appears  to.  be,  was  laid  down  oH  paper» 

I  have  now  gone  through  with  more.mimiteaeiSithin 
waa  necessary,  this  importaist  case,  and  I  h«v<a  gene 
ifaroogk  i^in  detail^jshowing  bowiOtetk  b  cOnfinhadilep 
by  itep ;  l^nt bf&xt  Isit  dawn,  let  ode  4ciire  jfm  to  con* 
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sider  this  cftte  also,  independei^tly  of  Castle's  evidenee, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  find  that  there  is  evidence  strong 
and  concloBiTe  as  to  the  gnilt  of  Watson^  wboUy  abstracted 
from  Castle's  testimony.    I  say  the  fact  of  their  all  going 
armed  to  Spa-fields;  of  the  speeches  there  made ;  of  their 
acting  with  a  common  porpose,  in  destroying  the  -gon- 
smiths  shops  and  taking  arms ;  1  say  that  purpose,  confirm- 
ed by  the  antecedent  evidence  of  their  tampering  with  ike 
soldiers ;  that  they  were  the  pereons  who  called  the  meeting ; 
that  they  met  at  Spa-fields  an  hour  before  the  intended 
time,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  thdr  own  neiarioas 
purposes,  not  those  purposes  for  which  Mr.  Hunt  was 
to  attend  there.  You  must  I  think  agree,  that  the  evidence 
is  strcmg  and  conclusive  as  to  the  prisoner's  guilt.    I  .will 
not  at  this  late  hour  go  ^  more  minutely  into  the  case,  but 
let  me  remind  you, .  that  if  this  be  an  important  case,  as  it 
.affects  the  prisoner  al  the  bar,  it  is  of  infinitely  greatt^r 
moment,  as  it 'concerns  the  British  public.    Gentlemen, 
you  hav!»*  bad  powerful  observations  addressed  to  y4«r 
feelings,  in  order  to  excite  your  commiseration  towards 
the  situation  of  the  prisoner,  and  also  to  induce  you  to 
come  to  a  conclusion  against  the  credit  dne  to  Castle's 
evidence.    As  I  said  before,  if  you  can,  as  honest  men, 
reconcile  the  fiicts  proved  with  the  prisoner's  innocenoe  of 
the  charge,  give  effect  to  those  observations,  and  do,  as  un- 
questionably you  are  then  bound  to  do,  acquit  him:  but 
if  as  honest  and  as  firm  men  (and  as  Englishmen  I  know 
you  are  firm)  I  say,  if  as  honest,  firm  and  conscientions 
men,  upon  a  calm,  quiet,  dispassionate  review  of  the  case, 
unmixed  with  political  feelings,  and  unaffected  by  any 
prejudices  attempted  to  have  been  excited  in  your  minds 
without  these  walls  or  within,  having  divested  your  minds, 
of  every  impression  respecting  this  transaction,  except 
what  has  been  made  by  the  evidence  before  you  on  this 
occasion ;  giving  all  the  weight  due  to  theaigum^nts  and 
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oUervatioDS  of  my  learned  friends,  aad  at  the  "same  tiitie 
giving  due  weight  (if  weight  thej  deserve  any)  to  those 
observations  I  have  ventured  (most  feebly)  to  make  on 
this  ca^  watching  with  scrnpulous  attentiou  the  evi- 
dence as  it  is  to  affect  the  person  accused,  and  feeling, 
if  you  please,  every  inclination  not  to  draw  any  strained 
or  forced  inference  (for  you  ought  not  to  do  so)  in 
his  exculpation.  If,  I  say,  upon  such  a  review  of  the 
whole  case,  you  find  it  marked  with  a  traitorous. design  to 
create  insurrection,  and  to  overturn  the  Government,  then 
recollect  the  observation  I  have  so  repeatedly  made,  that 
however  ineflBcient  the  means  to  the  end,-  however,  small 
the  extent  to  which  the  parties  proceeded  before  they 
wei^  stopped,  however  negligent  the  police  or  military 
were  in  not  preventing  it  (supposing  any  such  negligence 
could  be  imputed  to  them)  if,  I  say,  notwithstanding  ajl 
<  this,  you  are  satisfied,  as  honest  men,  that  such  a  design 
was  harboured  in  the  minds  of  these  pecsbtis,  then  I  have 
to  call  upon  you,  as  you  respect  the  rights  of  the  public, 
as  you  estimate  your  own  peace  anil  security  in  future, 
as  you  are  anxious  to  preserve  the.  due  adniinistcaticMi  of 
the  laws  (which,  I  thank  God,  whatever  other  imputation 
has  been  cast  up^n  these  times,  and,  notwithstanding  anj 
insinuation  to  the  contrary,  still  remains  pure)  to  act 
upon  that  conviction,  and  to  pronounce  (as  you  are  then 
bound  to  do  by  the  oath  which  you  have  taken)  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him. . 

Lord  EUenborough.  We  cannot  conveniently  assemble 
on  Monday  before  ten.  The  Grand  Jury  are  to  attend  here. 

A  Juryman.  My  Lofd,  we  hoped  we  should  not  be 
dismissed  till  the  cause  was  determined.  We  have  attended 
six  days,  and  it  is  of  material  importance  to  us  as  itiembers 
of  society,  that  we  should  not  be  kept  longer  than  is 
actually  necessary. 

Lord  Elknborough.  It  is  the  wish  of  every  body  the 
business  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  soon  as 
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poHible ;  but  U  is  quite  imp^isihle  to  recite  the  evidtaee 
to  you  after  thii  hour:  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
read  it  thcough, 

A  Juryman.    It  .i&  only  six  o'clock^  my  Lord. 

Lord  EUenbaraugh.  I  sbould  have  to  detaia  you  seFenl 
hours. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  My  Lord  is  very  mobh  fatigued 
already* 

A  Jmyman.  I  hope  the  Court  wtU  consider  the  situatmi 
of  our  fiimilies. 

Mr.  Justice  AbbM.  I  trust  that  e^ery  atteotion  has  ben 
paid  yoa>  Gentlemen,  which  could  be,  oonsiatently  with  the 
duty  yon  hare  had  to  discharge. 

Mr.  JuMkiu  tiajfUff.  I  doubt^  whether  you  wouM  be 
able  to  pay  that  attention  to  the  ewdeuoe  to-night  which 
you  will  do  on  Monday. 

Foreman  (fthe  Jury.  I  am  conviaced  it  is  impossible 
to  go  through  it;  heie  are  six  day*  Tecapitulations. 

Lord  EUenborougk.  I  should  be  exhausted  before  I 
.<»nld  complete  it» 

Foremm^cfthe  Jury.  I  should  be  as  happy  to  be  dis- 
missed as  any  body^  but  I  see  it  cannot  be* 

A  Juryman.  I  presume  we  are  net  to  be  confined  all 
day  to-moirowj  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Abboit.  I  dare  say.  Gentlemen,  care  w91 
be  taken  of  thaL  You  recollect  what  was  said  before ;  how 
much  better  it  would  be  that  that  should  be  discussed  in 
(private. 
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COURT  OF  KING'S  BENCH. 

Mond^  iBihufufu  1817. 

James  Watson  was  set  to  the  Bar, 


SUMMING    UP. 


.  Lord  ELLENBOROUGH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

THE  Evidence  which  has  been  given  on  both  sides  being 
now  closed^  and  the  Counsel  on  the  part  of  the  Prosecutioa 
and  of  the  Prisoner  having  likewise  closed  those  Obser- 
vations upon  that  Evidence  and  upon  the  Law  of  the  Case 
which  they  have  thought  fit  to  offerj  it  now  remains  for  us 
to  discharge  our  respective  duties ;  and  I  will  now  prdceed 
to  discharge  mine  in  presenting  to  you,  as  well  as  I  am 
ablei  the  Evidence  which  has  been  given  in  the  course  of 
this  long  tria.lj  with  such  Observations  as  occur  to  me 
upon  it.  It  will  remain  for  you  afterwards  to  weigh,  dis- 
passionately and  conscientiously,  that  Evidence  and  the 
Observations  suggested  to  you  thereupon,  and  then  to  pro- 
ceed to  form  those  conclusions  which  the  justice  of  the 
case  niay.  require.         , 

Gentlemeni  this,  as  yon  have  been  told,  is  an  Indi<;t- 
ment  for  High  Treason.  The  Indictment  contains  four 
charges,  two  founded  on  the  old  statute  of  the  25  Edw.  HI, 
which  statute  was  made  to  correct  and  remedy  the  defects 
in  the  law  of  treason  as  it  stood  before,  and  to  declare  all 
that  thereafter  should  be  considered  as  treasons  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  which  statute  remains  in  full  force  at  the 
present  day.    There  have  been  several  other  temporary 
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statutes  in  addition  to  that  statute  declaring  other  treasom; 
but  which  statutes  are  expired  or  have  been  repealed. 
There  has  been  another  statute  lately  passed^  namely,  in 
the  36th  of  the  present  King,  not  so  much  enacting  any  new 
treasons  as  declaring  those  things  to  be  substantive  trea- 
sons, which  had  been,  by  various  constructions  from  time 
to  time,  made  upon  the  statute  of  the  25  Edward  III^ 
deemed  the  strongest  and  most  pregnant  overt-acts  of 
several  treasons  specified  in  that  statute. 

The  two  charges  on  the  25  Edward  III,  are  the  com- 
|>a8sing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  King,  and  the 
levying  war  against  the  King,  which  has  been  to  so  great 
an  extent  made  the  subject  of  comment  before  you.  The 
charge  of  compassing  and  imagming  the  death  of  the 
King,  though  properly  enough  included  with  the  rest  upon 
this  record,  will  not  be  that  to  which  your  attention  need 
be  so  particularly  directed;  there  certainly  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  in  this  case  any  immediate  compassing  and 
imagining  of  the  personal  and  natural  death  and  destnic* 
tion  of  the  King ;  but  still  under  that  charge  any  thing 
aimed  at  the  destruction  of  the  regal  government  of  the 
realm,  by  which  His  Majesty's  person  may,  by  just  in- 
tendment be  endangered,  such  as  the  deposal  of  the  King 
from  his  royal  state  and  dignity,  the  imprisonment  of 
his  person,  and  other  circumstances  attempted  to  be  ac- 
complished by  open  violence,  by  which  the  sovereign  au- 
thority and  rule  of  the  King,  as  established  by  law,  is  sought 
to  be  overturned,  have  been  so  far  deemed  to  be  imme- 
diately aimed  at  the  personal  safety  of  the  Monarch,  as  to 
warrant  their  being  considered  as  pregnant  and  conclusive 
evidence  of  a  purpose  to  destroy  the  King,  upon  the  ground 
of  that  general  experience  which  has  shewn  in  all  ages, 
that  the  graves  of  monarchs  are  very  near  the  place  and 
period  of  their  imprisonment^  and  closely  oons^uent  on 
their  deposal  from  the  Crown.    For  to  use  the  language 
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of  3Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,  in  sununing  up  the  evidence 
on  Tooke's  Irial,  ^^  It  cannot  be  denied  that  he  who  means 
to  depose  the  King,  compasses  and  imagines  the  death  of 
the  Eiog ;  it  is  in  truth  a  presumption  of  fact  arising  from 
the  circumstance  of  intending  to  depose,  so  undeniable 
and  so  conclusiye  that  the  law  has  adopted  it,  and  made  ix 
a  presumption  of  law."  But  on  this  particiilar  head  of 
treason,  the  compassing  and  imagining  the  King's  deaths 
I  do  not  think  that  the  facts  of  this  case  require  that  I 
should  dilate  or  discuss  the  subject  more  at  large  than  I 
have  already  done.  A  count  on  thrs  head  of  treason  was 
not  improperly  inserted  in  this  indictment,  and  the  facts 
charged,  as  far  as  they  are  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
depose,  are  evidence  also  of^  compassing  and  imagining 
the  death  of  the  King. 

The  second  count  is  formed  upon  the  later  statute,  that 
of  the  36  of  His  present  Majesty,  that  charges  the  com- 
'  passing  and  imagining  to  depose  the  King;  and  every 
overt  act  which  is  stated  as  means  adopted  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  regal  authority  within  this  realm,  is,  in  con- 
templation of  law,  evidence  of  the  purpose  to  the  accom- 
plishing of  which  it  is  subservient ;  viz.  the  compassing 
and  imagining  to  depose  the  King;  and,  therefore,  what 
has  been  charged  as  done  upon  this  occasion  in  the  several 
instances  specified— if  it  shall  be  in  your  judgment  truly 
imputed,  is  material  evidence  on  the  charge  of  compassing 
and  imagining  to  depose  the  King ;  that  is,  to  destroy,  as 
far  as  his  personal  exercbe  thereof  is  concerned,  the  whole 
regal  authority  of  the  realm. 

There  has  been  considerable  discussion  on  the  third 
count,  on  the  head  of  levying  war :  and  upon  that  subject 
I  would  rather  speak  in  the  language  of  the  grave  authori- 
ties and  text  writers  of  the  law — Mr.  Justice  Foster  and 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale — than  use  any  language  of  my 
Qwn;  because  the  language  which  is  used  by  them  has 
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vnlergone  the  review  and  been  sanctioned  by  the^ipproba* 
lioa  of  the  most  learned  men  upon  the  subject ;  and  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  these  eminent  penons  has  been  so 
far  adopted  and  acted  upon  since,  as  virtnalfy  to  have 
been  received  as  the  undoubted  law  of  the  land  og  this 
Mibject 

Mr.  Justice  Foster  says,  *'  Insurrections,  in  order  to 
Arow  down  all  indosures — to  alter  the  established  law  or 
change  religion — ^to  enhance  the  price  of  all  labour,  or 
to  open  all  prisons— ^jbII  risings  to  effect  these  innovations 
of  a  public  and  general  concern  by  an  armed  force,"^ 
and  by  any  multitude  competent  to  effect  the  purpose,  m 
much  as  if  they  were  armed j  for  what  he  says  comes  to  that — 
**"  are  in  construction  of  law  high  treason,  within  the  clause 
of  levying  war."  He  says,  in  another  part  of  his  work  ; 
**■  Every  insurrection,  which  in  judgment  of  law  is  intended 
against  the  person  of  the  King,  be  it  to  dethrone  or  im- 
prison him,  or  to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  measures  of 
.government,  or  to  remove  evil  counsellors  from  about  htm, 
these  risings  all  amount  to  levying  war  wilbtn  the  statute, 
whether  attended  with  the  pomp  and  circumstances  of 
open  war  or  not."  I  merely  mention  that,  to  show  that  it 
is  not  necessary  there  should  have  been  armed  force  to  the 
extent  to  which  in  this  case  the  proof  will  exhibit  it.  There 
were  arms,  but  mukitade  supplies  the  place  of  force,  and 
mpplies  the  power  of  arms. 

Mr.  Justice  Foster  goes  on  to  say,  ^  Insurrections  Kke- 
wise  for  redressing  national  grievances,  or  for  the  expulsion 
of  foreigners  in  general,  or  indeed  of  any  single  nation 
living  here  under  the  protection  of  the  King,  or  for  the 
reformation  of  real  or  imaginary  evils  of  a  public  nature, 
and  in  which  the  insurgents  **  have  no  special  interest.*'  Now 
the  meaning  of  the  words  *'  have  no  special  interest^  refer 
at  once  to  the  language  of  the  statute  of  25  Edward  Iff,  in 
which  there  is,  in  effect,  a  provision,  that  acts  done,  cither 
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in  the  wliy  of  private  quarrel  or  with  a  view  to  private 
advantage,  although  done  with  an  armed  force,  shall  not  be 
adjudged  treason ;  this  provision  applies  to  the  case  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  a  sort  of  predatory  war,  very  common  in 
the  early  periods  of  onr  history,  between  neighbouring 
chieftains,  that  is  not  a  levying  of  war  against  the  King 
within  his  realm.    The  words  of  the  statute  are,  *'  If  any 
man  shall  levy  war  against  our  Lord  the  King  in  his  realm, 
or  be  adherent  to  the  King's  enemies  in  his  realm,  giving 
to  them  aid  and  comfort  in  the  realm  or  elsewhere^  and 
thereof  be  provably  attainted  of  open  deed.**    The  statute 
goes  on  to  say,  '^  And  if  perchance  any  man  of  this  realm 
ride  armed  covertly  or  secretly  with  men  of  arms  againsi 
aTiy  dher^^ — ^not  against  the  King,  but  in  the  way  of  such 
q  narrel  as  I  have  mentioned  between  neighbouringchieftaina 
^  to  slay  or  to  rob  him,  or  to  take  and  keep  him  till  he  make 
^nefor  his  deliverance,  it  is  not  the  mind  of  the  King  not 
his  council,  that  in  such  case  it  shall  be  judged  treason ;'' 
therefore  tumults  that  have  a  private  object,  in  which  the 
|iarties  have  peculiar  private  individual  interest  are  distin* 
gaished  by  the  very  statute  of  treason  from  attacks  on  the 
tegal  authority  of  the  realm ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  shoold 
Appear,  which  has  been  contended  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
soner to  be  the  case,  that   this  is  merely  a  temporary 
eiulliiion  of  a  prevailing  spirit  of  tumult,  violence  and 
disorder,  or  any  thing  but  an  attack  aimed  against  the 
royal  authority  of  the  realm,  it  would  not  be  treason ;  and 
no  person  who  administers  the  law,  will  ever,  I  trust,  at- 
tempt to  confound  tumults  of  the  sort  I  have  mentioBedy 
with  treason,  which  is  an  attempt  to  overturn  the  establish- 
ed government  of  the  countfy ;  and  I  accede  lo  the  pro- 
position laid  down  by  one  of  the  learned  counsel  for  tiie 
defendant,  that  the  question  for  your  consideration  rs, 
whether  this  be  or  be  not  a  conspiracy  to  overturn  the 
governu^nt  of  the  country;  that  i^'tfae  question,  and^tfaat 
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mdj  is  the  queilion  you  have  to  try,  and  to  the  detenni* 
natioQ  of  which,  after  having- heard  the  evidence  detaikd 
to  you>  you  will  deliberately  apply  your  attention. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  stated  from  Mr.  Justice 
FostcTi  Lord  Hale  says,  "  If  divers  perscms  levy  a  force 
of  multitude  of  men  to  pull  down  a  particular  inclosure, 
this  is  not  a  levying  of  war  within  this  statute  but  a  great 
not;  but  if  they  levy  war  to  pull  down  all  inclosures/'  now 
he  -speaks  of  a  general  intention,  ^'  or  to  expulse  stjrangers, 
or  to  remove  counsellors,  or  against  any  statute,  as^  namely, 
tbe  statute  of  labourers,  or  for  enhancing  salaries  and 
wages,  this  is  a  levying  war  against  the  King^  because  it  it 
generally  against  the  King's  laws,  and  the  {jffenders  take 
itpou  thewi  the  reformation  which  subjects  by  gathering  pomr 
OttgA/  not  to  do.**  Therefore  the  question  will  be,  whether 
this  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  change  in  tbe  government  by 
tbe  gathering  of  power,  either  with  arms  or  without  arms, 
jwhich  Lord  Hale  saysi  and  all  the  lawyers  agree  with  hiju 
in  saying,  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  is  treason  if  done. 

Having  observed  on  the  third  charge,  which  is  the 
levying  war,  there  is  a  fourth,  the  conspiring  to  lewj  war 
against  the  King,  in  order  to  compel  him^to  change  his 
measures.  It  does  not  very  distinctly  a|q>ear9  ^hat  anj 
particular  measure  was  sought  to  be  effectuated,  or  the 
Government  to  be  in  any  particular  respect  changed  by 
compulsion  within  tbe  fourth  count  j  but  a  levying  war  to 
disable  the  King  by  force,  from  the  exercise  of  his  regfil 
functions,  generally  from  adopting  or  carrying  ioto  efEect 
any  act  whatsoever  of  legitimate  authority,  in  short,  from 
actiag  as  King,  is,  according  to  the  text  writers  I  have 
stated  to  you,  most  distinctly  a  levying  of  war.  These  four 
charges  are  competontly  framed  upon  the  language  of  the 
statute  of  25  Edward  III,  and  36  George  III,  which  latter 
statute  is  not  directly  introductory  of  any  new  law  on  the 
subject  of  trefUM>n>  except  inasmoch  as  it  makes  in  certain 
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tttstftiioes^  thlit  wliigh  ^m  Wfbfe  evidenoe  in  the  way  of 
overt  acts  of  the  drimeof  tieiivoii  mider  die  85  Bdvard  IIIj 
in  foture^  substantive  treaaons  of  themsdves,  uiidor  the 
itatate  of  the  36  George  IIL 

*  There  b^ng  tfaen^  GentlemeQ,  a  competent  charge  of 
levying  war,  coached  in  proper  legal  statatable  clesorip^ 
lion ;  the  question  i^  Whether  there  is  evidence  befi>ra 
yott  suflBcient  to  snstain  the  charge.  Does  it  anonnt  to  al 
Je  vying  war;  or  is  it,  as  has  been  argued  by  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant^  a  mere  ebollition  of  ^olence>  breekinK 
««t  into  acts  of  riot,  tomult  and  diswder,  censtitntini^ 
MsdenKonors  only,  and  not  amonnling  to  crimes  of  il 
more  maUgnant  deseriptioo.  No  blam^  can  be  impnted 
10  the  knraed  oonnsel  for  the  coniention  diey  have  asad^ 
for  their  client  iq  this  respect  nor  for  their  endeavour  td 
have  it  understood  that  di  the  violence,  irregularity  and 
disoirdert  done  or  meditated  by  the  prisoner  and  his  as-*' 
sociates,  is  capable  of  any  distinction  from  a  deterinined 
plan  to  overturn  the  goirernment*  It  will  be  for  you>. 
.Oeotlemeni  when  yon  attend  to  the  evidence  whieh  I  shall 
pveseiitiy  state  to  you,  to  say,  whether  it  is  of  the  oner 
descQptipo  or  the  other.  I  will  not,  at  present,  antiew 
pate  the  commenU  whidi  that  evidence  may  require  fraitt 
me,  and  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to^ 
you ;  but  one  observation  I  cannot  help  making  now.  In' 
the  first  instance,  it  was  made  matter  of  complaint  against 
the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  and  it  would  have  been  *  jnstr 
matter  of  repooof  to  them^  if  they  coald  havie  done  wha|: 
it  was  said  they  could  have  done  and  ought  to  have  done^ 
via.  thai  they  did  not  call  as  witacssea  before  you,  Har* 
rison  and  KeeneSy  persons  so  intimately  acquainted  wtih^ 
all  the  actual  facta  of  the  case  nnder  ccmsideration  before 
yea.  If  they  had  ventured  to  call  them,  it  would  have" 
appeared,  say  the  defendant'a  oonasel,  that  there  wag  no! 
twsh.  purpoae:  as  is  now  impnted  upon  «bis  IikHetment^ 
Vol.  IL  £e 
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ihBt  the  caae  woukl,  by  such  evidence,  have  been  strip|kf4 
of  iiU-dmibi  aad  nnoertaiiityy  and  woold  have  appeared  tc^ 
be  merely  a  case  of  riot.  Gentlemen,  the  counsel  /or  t\m 
Crown  conld  not  properly  have  called  these  persons,  nor 
tenM  by  law  have  compelled  them  to  answer,  for  that 
would  have  been  to  compel  them  to  accuse  themsdves  of 
a  partioipatioo  in  the  crime  imputed ;  but  the  counsel  foiT 
the  defendant  were  under  no  such  difficulty.  If  Harrisoor 
and  Keenes  were  known  to  them  to  be  capable  of  answer^ 
ing  every  question  in  exculpation  of  the  prisoner,  without 
any  hazaid  to  themsdves^  why  were  they  not  asked  stfcb 
questions.  I'he  counsel  for  the  prosecution  cooM  not 
have  asked  any  question  relative  to  the  matter  of  the 
charge  of  Keenes }  for  though  no  bill  was  found  against 
them  in  the  first  instance,  that  is  no  acquittal ;  he  might 
have  been  still  indicted,  and  subjected  to  all  the  penalty 
of  a  trial ;  he  jnight,  therefore,  have  demurred  to  the  ques- 
tHNiS  put  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  ;  and  to 
be  aure  any  counsel,  who  had  sat  by^  him  at  the  time^ 
would  have  advised  him  to  demur,  and  not  to  put  himsdf 
within  the  peril  of  an  answer.  The  counsel  for  the  Crown, 
therefore,  could  not  call  these  men  as  witnesses,  but  the 
Qpunsel  for  the  defendant  had  their  free  and  unobstructed 
oourse  to  have  called  them ;  and  if  they  vrould  have  been 
witnesses'to  establish  the  iimocence of  the  prisoner,  wliat 
wonid  have  restrained  them  from  relating,  in  the  most  foil 
wd  unqnalified  manner,  every  thing  that  would  hate 
gone  to  his  most  absolute,  unequivocal,  and  entire  excul- 
pation. According  to  the  evidence  before  you,  yon  lecol'* . 
leet  that  Harrison  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  this 
oommittee ;  that  he  afterwards  withdrew,  and  that  Hooper 
isras  put  in  his  place;  be  could,  therefore,  have  spoken  to 
every  thing  that  bore  upon  the  charge  as  made  against  the 
prisoners  in  the  outset  of  this  business.  Keenes  came  in 
teler  into  commuaicatiim  with  these  people ;  he  tberefore^ 
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eoald  have  spoken  to  all  the  latter  acts  occornng  in  th^r 
Btory  related  by  this  man,  of  thejiame  of  Castle,  ifrbo  ha* 
ipoken  to  all  these  persons  as  mixing  iii  so  manj  con-i 
versattons  and  consultations,,  agreeing  in  .the  encQtioa.o£ 
io  many  mischievous  purposes*  What  could  have  beea 
more  easy  than  to  have  called  these  men  to  deny  every^ 
word  alleged  to  have  been  uttered,  or  every  meeting  had 
between  these  parties,  and  to  explain  all  these  acts  upoit 
•which  so  mncb  imputation  is  fixed,  and  Ho  give,  them  aui 
innocent  aspect  and  bearing,  instead  of  a  criminal  one.;: 
their  not  having  been  called  as  witnesses  on  the  part  o£ 
the  prisoner,<whami^t  have  called  them,  I  caBBot.hdl|ir 
saying,  not  only  purges  the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  of  alik 
biamefofinot  tiaving  called  them,  but  affovda  a;  stjronji^ 
pEesumption  that  they  would-  have  be^n  called  for .  the 
prisoner  if,  with  a  due  regard  for  bis  safety,  the  counsel' 
for  the  prisoner  could  have  ventured  upon  calling  them^^ 
Their  means  of  knowledge  which  these  witnesses  pos^ 
sessed  were  moat  extensive;  their  dispusititm  may  be  sup*; 
posed  to  have  been  highly  favourable.  Why, then  (the: 
question  again  recurs)  were  they  not  called  for  the  pri* 
soner,  if  the  facts  they  knew  (and  they  coaU  hardly  fail 
of  knowing  every  thing  upon  the  subject)  would  have^ 
tended  to  his  acquittal  i  Wliat  answer  can  be  given,  con** 
sistently  with  any  supposition,  that  their  examinaiioa- . 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  the  prisoner,  and  what  in-^ 
ference  but  one  can  be  drawn  from  their  not  being  called. 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  ?  I  will  not  occupy  your  time^' 
Gentlemen,  with  any  further  observations  upon  this  point* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jary,  the  subject  of  the  compe-* 
tency  of  the  evidence  of  accomplices  has  come  very  oft^ 
before  courts  of  criminal  justice*  Secret  transactions  of 
an  highly  criminal  nature,  can  never  be  effectaaily.di»> 
closed,  but  .through  the  medii^  of  aooomplioes.  No  mani 
communicates  bow  guilty,  he .  is,;  or  iiUcnds  .to  bccqpne,^  tc^ 

Ee  a  . 
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a  pet§6n  not  oonodeted  with  thd  execotion  of  his  project^ 
•r  at  any  lal^  who  is  not  a  well  wishef  at  least  to  its  mo 
eeu^  and  thuefore  yon  mast,  in  mery  case,  if  you  will 
devtlope  tteasod,  or  odtar  miscfaief  of  a  malignant  natore, 
derive  some,  and  pfobably  nnch  of  your  infonnation  and 
evidence,  tbiough  chtfiaeb  not  wholly  pare  and  anoon* 
esasinatod,  not  being  such  thmngh  which  one  would  always 
wis^  to  see  the  jostice  of  the  country^  as  far  as  possible, 
aonveyed.  But  ft  has  boen  laid  down  by  the  judges,  in  all 
times,  and  acted  upon  eveiy  day  in  erery  ciimiaal  tribunal 
in  the  a>nn(ry,  that  it  an  accomplice  is  so  eonfinued,  m» 
that  be  sImII  be  thought  gehendly  entitled  to  ciedit  for  hiir 
atory,  ha  will  have  that  degree  of  credit  allowed  to  him^ 
wUdi'be  asay,  on  suok  examination,  appear  to  deserve^ 
notwitfastaadHig  he  is  aa  aocomphce.  This  subfect  was 
anich  discussed  in  the  trial  of  Chamock,  Keyes  and  King, 
which  took  place  in  the  time  of  my*  Lord  Holt,  in  the 
i^gn  of  King  William ;  where  Lord  Holt  says,  ^'  It  is 
a  rery  hard  matter,  if  not  impossible,  to  discover  crimes  of 
this  nature,  if  the  accomplices  in  those  crimes  shall  not 'be 
dlowed  to  be  good  witnesses  against  their  fellow  con- 
spirators ;''  ttd  in  answer  to  an  objection  of  the  prisoner^ 
that  though  an  accomplice  was  a  legal  witness,  he  was  not 
a  good  one ;  his  Lordship  says,  **  He  is  a  very  good 
witness,  if  he  be  a  legal  one ;  but  the  credit  of  what  he 
aays,  as  in  all  other  cases,  must  be  left  to  the  jury,  who  are 
jhdges  of  the  matter  of  fret,  and  of  the  credibility  of 
i^tttCBses/' 

Gentlemen,  in  this  case  you  have  the  evidence  of  aa 
aoeompliee,.upon  ^du»n, certainly,  many  observations  have 
been  made>  and  who  deserves  almost  all  that  have  been 
inade;  but  even  thongli  he  be  such  an  abandoned,  degraded 
man^  soosething  might,  perhaps,  have  been  spared  of  the 
peeuiiafly  coarse  phrases  and  expressions  used  in  req>ect 
of  him,  oat  of  ngaid^  at  least,  to  the  decorum  of  the 
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Court.    He  has  been,  liowever,  unquestionaWy- concerned^ 
in  respect  to  some  forged  notes ;  be  has  been  eoncerue^ 
in  a  disgtaceiul  transaction  respecting  a  French  prisoner  r 
in  which,  having  held  out  the  expectation  that  he  would 
assist  him  in  escaping  from  the  realm,  he  obtaified  from' 
him  money,  on  the  consideration  of  that  assistaiic^,  oxA. 
played  false  to  his  engagements;  but  be  is  crii^itiated 
most  of  all,  by  a  confessed  participation  in  the  crime  in 
question — «  crime  of  the  most  enormous  mischief  and 
malignity — as  against  him  we  must  take  it  in  the  strongest 
way,  that  the  design  was  entertained  of  overturning  tba 
government  of  the  country ;  of  effecting  the  deetructioti 
of  the  soldiers  in  their  baiTacks ;  and  all  the  mischiefs 
which  he  has  imputed  to  himself  and  others ;  but  still,  if 
in  all  the  process  of  his  story  he  is  confimied  by  witnesses, 
who  cannot  be  suspected  of  stating  an  untruth,  in  any 
particular,   as   in  the   instance  of  Mr.  Cosser,  to  whom 
application  was  made  for  hiring  the  house,  which  is  stated 
to  have  been  required  ibr  the  deposit  of  combustible^; 
when  there  is  an  absence  of  all  possible  reason  for  suppos- 
ing that  to  be  hired,  nnless  it  was  for  the  very  purpose! 
imputed ;  when  no  other  purpose  is  assigned,  for  there  was 
no  person  who  is  suggested  to  hare  in  fact  intended  to 
carry  on  the  trade  of  oilman  and  seedsman  There ;  and  when 
it  appears  that  Thistlewood,  one  of  the  conspirators,  as  he 
is  charged  here  to  be,  is  proved  to  have  told,  what  appears 
to  be  a  notorious  falsehood,  to  Mr.  Cosser,  to  induce 
him  to  let  the  house  to  the  younger  Watson,  representing 
chat  fae  was  the  son  of  a  Lincolnshire  farmer  of  substance ; 
that  he  would  be  responsible  for  him,  and  that  he  wanted 
to  carry  on  the  trade  of  an  oil  and  seedsman,  or  an  oil  and 
cdourman,  upoii  which  no  observation  or  explanation  has 
been  attempted ;  when  he  is  confirmed  by  the  circumstance 
of  the  hiring  the  waggon  for  Spa-fields,  of  the  pikes,  and 
It  ntimber  of  circumstances  which  I  will  not  now  detiirf, 
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I^hich  it  iviil'be  my  laborious  duty  to  coanncnt  upon ;  but, 
wfaea  be  is  confirmed  by  the  impossibility  of  accounting 
otherwite  for  a  variety  of  circumstances  which  occur  in 
the  course  of  these  transactions^  and  more  than  all  thq 
papers  that  were  found  about  the  person  of  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  by  Miell,  who  apprehended  him  at  Highgute>  when 
be  was  going  out  of  town  ;  in  which  papers,  stations  are 
assigned ;  mention  is  made  of  collecting  forces  ih  divUiont 
and  military  preparation,  with  a  reference  to  the  old  man ; 
and  when,  afterwards,  the  Bank  and  the  Tower  are  speci- 
fically named  in  the  same  paper — this  being  found  upon  the 
person  oftbe  prisoner  Watson,  in  the  moment  of  his  flight; 
what  explanation  can  be  given  of  this,  but  that  which  is  givei\ 
in  the  testimony  of  the  witness  Castle.    All  these  things 
I. will  comment  upon  presently,  and  will  therefore  not  sa^ 
further  at  present,  than  that  if  this  witness,  disgraced  as  he 
certainly  is,  by  his  own  confession,  by  a  base  connexion 
and  community  of  flagitious  purposes,  with  persons  engaged 
in  nefarious  designs,  and  by  other  circumstances  stated  by 
himself  on  his  examination  ;  yet  even  so,  if  he  be  confirmed 
•o  as  to  render  his  narration  of  circumstances  generally 
credible,  this,  added  to  the  other  evidence  proceeding  from 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  or  applying  to  him  from  other 
quarters,  is  fit  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  tlie  proof  in 
this  case,  and  will  deserve  your  most  grave  consideration 
)n  determining  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  person 
most  materially  affected  by  bis  testimony. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  evidence^ 
which  will  occupy,  I  fear,  a  considerable  portion  of  timci 
)and  make  a  very  great  demand  upon  your  patience,  bu): 
which  I  feel  assured,  from,  that  degree  of  it  which  yoa 
;have  already  displayed,  will  endure  as  long  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  public  justice  require.  I  will  first,  however, 
•tate  to  you,  GeDtlemen,.what  arc  tlie  overt  acts  charged 
iiqppn  the  record ;  tl^t  is,  the  means  which  have  bee^ 
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md^ypled  fot  die  accomplishment  of  the  treasona  charged ; 
there  19  the  same  set  of  overt  acts  laid  with  reference  to 
each  of  ihe  treasons  charged.  There  is^  first  of  aU,  con- 
sultiog  to  devise  plana  and  means  to  subvert  the  constitu- 
tion! ^"^  depose  the  King ;  to  levy  war  and  subvert  the 
constitution;  conspiring  to  attack  the  Bank  and  the  Tower ; 
conspiring  to  seduce  soldiers  and  others ;  ordering  pike 
heads,  Slc.  ;  providing  arms  and  ammunition ;  conspirinjg 
to  burn  the  barracks ;  hiring  a  house  to  keep  combustibles ; 
conspiring  to  procitre  meetings  in  Spa-fields ;  treating  for 
the  hire  of  waggons  and  stages ;  hiring  a  waggon ;  pro- 
viding arms,  ammunition,  and  banners;  making  har 
rangues,  &c. ;  parading  the  streets;  attacking  the  gun- 
(smiths  shops,  &c. ;  addressing  soldiers  in  the  Tpwer ;  levy- 
ing war,  which  is  charged  as  an  overt  act  of  treason,  under 
three  of  the  counts^  being  itself  the  substantive  treason 
alleged  in  the  other  count. 

With  re«pect  to  one  of  the  overt  acts  charged,  the  con- 
spiring to  procure  a  meeting  in  Spa-fields,  the  evidence 
applies  to  these  particulars,  the  circulating  placards  and 
hand-bills,  and  using  means  of  inflammation  to  bring 
people  to  that  meeting. 

The  first  witness  is  Thomas  Storer,  who  says,  ^*  I  know  the 
prisoner  James  Watson ;  I  saw  him  in  November  last ;  on 
Wednesday  the  6th  of  November,  he  was  at  my  house  in 
Fetter-lane ;  he  wanted  a  memorial  printed,  which  was  to  be 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  which  was  wanted  for  the 
7th,  that  is,  the  day  following,  to  be  distributed  at  a  meeting. 
1  said  that  the  time  was  too  short  to  get  it  done ;  he  read 
part  of  it  to  me ;  I  remember  a  part,  which  was,  that  the 
lands  were  to  be  divided  into  parishes,  and  let  out  in  paro- 
chial partnerships ;  and  all  the  waste  lands  and  mines  and 
quarries  .to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  government 
expences,  and  ^fter  that,  the  rental  of  the  different  parishes 
was  to  be  clwided  amongst  the  people;  those  were  the' 
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(>rmcipd  beadi.    I  rttnember  Mr.  Watson  «wd  a  tMetittg 
If  as  to  take  place  tfafe  Mfewisg  day,  die  Tbundaj^  at  the 
CarlUle  ia  Sfa<»editdi*    He  promiKd  me  that  thtere  woaikl 
Ibe  a  bill  fbra  puUie  meetrogv  which  he  wovld  Mag  ase  ta 
firint.    Nathii^  more  paned  ba  ifae  6th  ^  t  did  nat  pnat . 
the   memorial;    I  saw   Watson  again  on  Sondaf   the 
iDth;   he  called  at  my  hoase,  and  he  brought  me  a 
copy  of  die  bill  to  be  printed  ^  I  was  to  print  two  thoa- 
^aaod  small  and   three  hoadred  lai^  copies;    i  coaa- 
jposed  it  (that  is,  put  the  letters  together)  and  prinied 
-ooe,  and  shewed  it  him  in  the  eveniag;  and  he  approved 
of  it  as  printed,  and  asked  if  I  would  let  him  bavi* 
•some;^  promised  him  some  on  the  Moiulay  momiag; 
be  broaght  me  a  ten  pennd  note  to  take  oat  -whaft  I 
wasted,  as  a  deposit;  I  retained  one  pound,  and  my  wife 
was  to  give  him  change.    On  Sunday  evening  he  told  ieoc 
it  would  appear  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  and  the  Mon»* 
ing  Advertiser  on  Monday  morntng.    He  came  alone  at 
all  these  times.    He  came  again  on  Monday  morning; 
I  was  out,  and,  on  my  return  found  hnn  and  his  son  and 
another  person;  he  asked  for  the  printed  bill,  which  I 
declined  giving  him.  He  asked,  why  I  had  not  objected  en 
the  first  place ;  I  said,  I  at  first  thought  there  was  no  luirm 
in  it,  but  1  had  since  thought  it  would  be  dangeioas  to 
have  any  daii^  to  do  with  it ;  I  said»  ''  he  knew  very  well 
what  it  was  to  call  a  meeting,  but  when  they  were  aasem- 
.  bled^  who  was  tO/  be  acconntaUe  for  their  proceedings  f^ 
James  Watson  the  younger,  asked  what  1  was  afiaid  of. 
Old  Watson  said,  he  supposed  1  was  afraid  of  having  my 
house  pulled  about  my  ears  by  the  vengeaaee^of  the  mob ; 
that  i  was  perverting  the  ends  of  justice  more  than  sup- 
porting it  by  refusiiig  to  -print  the  bill."-^Voa  see  here 
Watson  the  prisoner  was  very  actiae  in  the  bulging  the 
printing  of  this  bill  to  call  tbismeetingr*-''  YwiDg  Watson 
.  asked  for  one  of  ibe  bills^  I  said,  that  m  my  nama  WM  ta 
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the  biH,  any  other  printer  would  print  it  on  tlmi  authority^ 
He  said  lie  wimted  one  to  send  to  Mr.  Htmt ;  t  deolinred 
gimg  one,  and  did  not  let  him  have  any ;  I  gate  hini 
back  the  paper,  and  the  differenee  of  the  money,  out  of  the 
one  pound  note.  This  is  one  of  the  papers.  I  retnrned  the 
briginal  raattnseript  to  old  Watson.**   i  ' 

It  appearing  that  notice  had  been  given  to  produce  th^ 
original,  this  was  read ;  and  it  was  to  caTl  a  meeting  of 
mariners,  artisans,  manufactorers,  and  others,  in  Spa-fields, 
on  the  15th  of  November. 

'*.  I  declined  printing  them,  and  yo«ng  Watson  took 
away  the  papets,  and  they  said  they  should  go  to  Totten- 
ham*conrt-roed,  and  would  get  them  printed  there  by 
Messrs.  Seale  and  Batfes.  I  afterwards  procured  this  paper* 
(that  is  a  paper  {Mtxitieed  by  him,)  •*  on  the  Tuesday  fol* 
lowmg,  the  12th,  from  Scale  and  Bates.  I  know  Greystoke^ 
place ;  there  are  two  entrances  to  it,  one  from  Fetter4an^ 
and  one  leading  to  Oarsitorstreet,  whicii  is  shut  M  night. 
I  went  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  13th,  by  Oreystoke^ 
place*  (you  recollect  Greystoke-plaoe  was  one  of  the 
plfioes  where  Watson  was  used  to  meel  others,  according  to 
the  evidence,)  **  to  go  to  the  Carlisle;  I  returoed  about 
one  or  two  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning ;  I  saw  s<mie' 
persons  coming  fipom  No.  9,  six  or  eight  persons  tx>ining 
^ont  of  it." — I  do  not  see  that  that  comes  to  any  ching ; 
that  IS  not  connected  with  any  sabseqtient  evidence;  only 
ilo  show,  that  M  that  late  honr  of  the  night  ttie  peopk 
GoogMgated,^— ''  I  kept  one  of  the  papeis,  smd  burnt  iSbs^ 
resit ;  i  went,  next  momiiig,  to  the  Morning  Advertiser 
<<^ffice,  to  see  whietker  there  was  any  ^Tertisement  to  that 
^eieet ;  I  tint  commftinicaied  to  an  tild  pritoer  that  I  had 
^ept  one;  on  Monday  I  earned  it  to  the  Seoretaty  loif 
State's  dfi«6.  I  kept  one,  as  that  wias  in  fny  ^ow^r  )90S«- 
Session ;  I  was  eaeaitiifted  before  the  Jnrf  at  Mi^k^s  fldl>, 
i  wia  •JUunitaMl  abo  i>«fore  the  6mnd  Jorywpoa  <hi» 


bin ;  one  of  Mr.  Litchfield's  ckrka  took  me  to  Hicksft 
HaHy  and  he  subpoBDa'd  me  ia  February  last,  two  monthi 
after  I  bad  printed  this  bill.  I  suppose  I  might  be  there 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  I  believe  I  delivered  the  bill 
to  one  of  the  Grand  Jury ;  I  have  not  seen  it  siace.'* 

Then  Mr.  Arthur  Seale  is  called.  He  says^  ''I  am  a 
printer  in  Tottenham-court-road :  I  lived  there  in  Novem- 
ber,  and  for  seventeen  years  before.  In  November  I  was 
applied  to,  to  print  a  hand-bill,  about  the  i  ith  of  Novem* 
ber,  on  a  Tuesday,  1  believe.  The  application  was  mad^ 
to  me  by  a  Mn  Preston,  who  said  he  would  inti'oduce  mo 
to  some  gentlemen.  I  had  known  Prestoq  two  years  be? 
ibre ;  I  see  the  man  there  ;  one  of  the  persons  who  can^c? 
with  him  is  there ;  one  is  that  gentleman  [pointing  to  the 
prisoner  WatsonJ  and  Preston  another.  Watson  was 
then  present  when  Preston  said,  they  wanted  a  band-bill 
printed  for  a  public  meeting/' — ^This,  you  see,  is  one  of 
the  overt  acts  charged. — *^  I  printed  the  biU,  amongst 
others ;  I  printed  it  fropi  a  manuscript  prod^c^  to  m^ ; 
I  cannot  say  which  of  the  gentlemen  gave  me  the  manu* 
script;  I  think  it  was  not  Watson.'^— Now,  I  would  ob- 
^rve,  if  persons  are  once  proved  to  be  engaged  in  a  con- 
spiracy, the  foundation  being  laid  of  the  existence  of  the 
conspiracy,  whatever  is  done  by  each  and  all  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  common  object,  is  the  act  of  all. — 
'*  Preston  and  Watson,  and  two  others,  were  in  the  front 
«hop  with  me ;  the  order  was  for  about  3,000  small  and 
•500  large ;  it  might  be  more  afterwards.  A  great  number 
of  people  called  for  them ;  they  were  fetched  away;  I  had 
no  orders  to  whom  to  deliver  them ;  I  delivered  them  to 
wrsons  who  called,'' — So  that  these  were  mi^tter  of  genei- 
ral  publication,  and,  indeed,  universal  circulation. — ^^  I  de- 
liyered  the  whole  quantity  ordered  next  day  {  paper  was 
iffonght  by  somebody  from  another  .printing-:office ;  thafi 
p  tbe  numnsoript  ftom  which  I  printed  that  bill ;  I  da  not 
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Vdow  the  haiid*writing ;  I  printed  others  for  the  meeting 
on  the  2d  of  December;  applicatioa  was  made  to  me 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  meeting ;  a  Mr.  Castle 
brought  it,  with  an  order  to  print  about  4,000  small  and 
500  large  bills ;  I  have  a  large  bill  here ;  I  said  I  would 
not  take  the  order  till  I  was  paid  for  printing  the  former 
bill ;  the  bill  is  in  these  terms:  "  At  a  meetin;!^  held  at 
the  Carlisle,  Shoreditcb,  on  Thursday  evening,  the  7th  of 
November  inst.  it  was  determined  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
distressed  manufacturers,  mariners,  artizans  and  others,  of 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  the  borough  of 
Southwark  and  parts  adjacent,  in  Spa-fields,  on  Friday  the 
1 5th  inst.  at  twelve  o'clock,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  petitioning  The  Prince  Regent  and  the  Legist 
lature  to  adopt  immediately  such  means  as  will  relieve  the 
sufferers  from  the  misery  which  now  overwhelms  them.** 
The  names  to  this  are^  '^  John  Byall,  chairman,  and 
Thomas  Preston,  secretary,"  whose  names  appear  to  somq 
other  documents.  ''  I  have  also  a  large  bill  here :"  this  ia 
the  bill  for  the  second  meeting,  and  a  most  unfortunate 
document,  more  strongly  addressed  to  people  labouring 
under  any  temporary  distress,  cannot  be  written.  The 
words  are  these :  '^  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his 
duty;"  words,  you  recollect,  uttered  by  our  excellent  and 
gallant  soldier  and  sailor  Lord  Nelson,  at  a  moment  when 
he  was  doing  his  duty^  and  was  inciting  others  to  do  their 
duty — "  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty" — 
calling  on  the  energies  of  every  person,  their  physical  ener- 
gies, to  assist  in  doing  some  act  about  to  be  done.  *^  The 
meeting  in  Spa-fields  takes  place  at  twelve  o'clock,"  (the 
time  ^t  which  Hunt  and  his  party  were  to  assemble  was 
jane,  but  the  persons  who  were  to  assemble  for  operations 
of  a  different  purpose  were  to  come  at  twelve)  *'  on 
Monday,  December  sd,  1816,  to  receive  the  answer  of  the 
petition  to  The  Prince  Regent,  determined  upon  at  th^ 
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last  meeting  in  the  same  place,  and  for  other  important 
considerations/'— That  is  rather  in  a  small  character.  Then 
this  is  in  veiy  legible  and  large  characters :  "  The  present 
state  of  Great  Britain :  Foar  millions  in  distress ! ! ! — ^Fonr 
millions  embarrassed  !  i  I — One  million  and  half  fear  dis-* 
tress  ? !  I — Half  a  million  live  in  splendid  luxury ! ! ! — Our 
brothers  in  Ireland  are  in  a  worse  state — The  climax  of 
misery  is  complete,  it  can  go  no  fsu-ther — Death  would 
now  be  a  relief  to  millions  ^Arrogance,  folly  and  crimes 
hare  brought  affairs  to  this  dread  crisis-^Firmness  and  in- 
tegrity can  only  save  the  country." — ^Then  there  is  this, 
you  will  say,  whether  this  is  not  merely  a  colour  and  ap- 
pearance of  moderation,  and  temperance  and  caution  i — 
^  After  the  last  meedng,  some  disorderly  people  were 
guilty  of  attacking  the  property  of  individuals ;  they  were 
ill  mformed  of  the  object  of  the  meeting ;  it  was  not  to 
plunder  persons  suffering  in  these  calamitous  times  in 
common  with  others.  The  day  will  soon  arrive  when 
the  distresses  wiH  be  relieved.** — How  far  it  was  their 
object  to  prevent  plunder,  you  will  consider,  in  con- 
nection with  the  circumstance  of  their  meeting  and  phm- 
dering  the  shops  of  the  gunsmiths.  Then  foNow  these 
words:  **  The  nation's  wrongs  most  be  redressed.  Signed 
John  Dyall,  chairman,  Tho*  Preston,  secretary."  •*  The 
larger  hills  were  printed  about  the  28th  of  November; 
I  cannot  tell  what  conversation  passed ;  I  never  was  paid 
for  the  last  bills,  but  was  paid  for  the  first  partly  by  Castle, 
for  which  I  gave  him  a  receipt,  and  other  people  who  got 
fliem  away  paid  for  them ;  I  have  never  seen  the  manu* 
script  since  die  hand-bill  was  composed;  I  cannot  say 
which  gentleman  delivered  me  the  manuscript,  but  that 
gentleman  [the  prisoner  Watsb;i]  was  present."  So  that  be 
Was  privy  to  every  transaction  which  was  stated  in  it. — 
**  I  read  it  aloud ;  that  is  the  manuscript ;  I  believe  that 
he  heard  me  read  it  * 
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«  Thie  next  witness  called^  is  a  person  of  the  name  o£ 
Crisp.  You  recollect  some  discussioo  taking  place ;  the 
Gooft  were  of  opinioni  that  his  evidence  could  not  be  re- 
ceived under  the  circumstances,  be  not  being  sufficiently 
described  in  the  list  of  witnesses. 

The  next  evidence  is  that  of  George  Lewis,  which  I  will 
read,  but  it  conies  to  nothing,  *'  I  am  an  hackney  coach^ 
man*  On  the  15th  of  November  last,  I  was  driving  my 
ooach ;  I  was  taken  to  SpaF-fields ;  there  was  one  person 
on.  the  box,  and  there  were  two  inside.  I  should  know 
one  of  those  10  the  inside ;  I  see  nobody  here  who  was  in 
the  coach ;  1  went  near  the  Merlin's  Cave.  The  man  on 
the  box  had  a  wand,  and  a  flag  of  different  colours  was 
tied  to  it."-«^pnfinning,  in  that  circumstance,  the  evi^ 
dence  of  other  persons. — **  One  Parkes  made  a  speech 
from  the  top  of  my  coach.  Mr.  Hunt  came  afterwards^ 
and  addressed  the  people  from  a  chariot,  and  afterwards 
from  the  window  of  the  house.  Four  people  got  into  my 
coach  to  go  away ;  the  mob  took  the  horses  off;  the 
people  ran  it  against  a  wall;  four  people  jumped  out,  and 
left  me  without  paying  my  fare.  I  went  to  an  hotel 
in  Bonverie-streeti  where  I  saw  Mr.  Hunt,  and  several 
people  with  him.  I  saw,  at  Greystoke-place,  a  man  who 
said  his  name  was  Hooper,  and  another  man.  I  see  none 
of  those  persons  here/' — This  evidence  proves  only  the 
meeting  on  that  day,  and  the  flag  displayed ;  I  do  not  see 
that  it  is  very  material  for  your  consideration. 

John  Monkhouse  says,  *^  I  keep  the  Merlin's  Cave,  Spa-* 
fields ;  I  remember  the  meeting  on  the  i^^th  of  November^ 
Before  the  coach  aiiived,  a  dozen  people  came  to  my 
house ;  Breston  and  Dyall,  whom  I  knew  both  by  their 
names  and  persons,  I  remember  to  have  been  presenu''-^ 
Then  the  witn^  pointed  out  Preston  in  Court. — *^  Tbcjf 
IFent  into  a  front  room  ap  stairs,  fronting  to  Spa-fields^ 
called  for  pen  and  ink,  and  were  writing  a  consideiable 


time.  Haul  addressed  the  people  fiDis  a  eoftch  in  die 
Fields^  and  afterwards  forced  his  way  up  stairs  against  my 
remonstrances.  The  windows  up  stairs  were  taken  out  by 
pereons  there;  I  cannot  say  that  that  was  done  by  Preston 
and  Hooper ;  I  do  not  know  the  person  of  the  prisoner^ 
I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Hunt's  speech/  only  a  part;  it  was  a 
ipeech  exhorting  the  people  to  consider  of  their  grie' 
"vanoes.  There  was  confusion  in  the  house,  otherwise  I 
Was  near  enough  to  have  heard  it;  I  was  not  attending  to 
it.  I  forbad  Hunt  to  speak  again  (rom  my  window ;  I 
treat  to  him  at  the  Old  Hummums  at  CoTent-garden. 
Ihere  was  a  flag  in  the  room,  close* to  Hunt's  right  hand,' 
6n  the  15th  of  Noyember;  I  cannot  say  what  the  inscrip- 
tion on  it  was.  A  man  with  Hunt  said  he  would  come  up, 
whether  1  would  or  not.  Tliere  was  a  magistrate  there 
after  Hunt  began  -  to  speak,  a  Mr.  Raynsford.  I  cannot 
say  whether  the  magistrates  saw  the  flag,  a  person  coming 
op  to  my  house  might  have  seen  it.  One  Wood,  a  con- 
stable, was  in  the  house,  and  one  Martin ;  {  saw  no  other 
magistrate  there.  Mr.  Huut  spoke  from  the  window,  and 
two  or  three  orators  besides  Mr.  Hunt.  I  should  think 
there  might  be  20,000  people  there;  this  was  the  15th, 
the  first  meeting.  I  heard  it  stated  generally,  that  there 
was  to  be  an  adjourned  meeting  to  the  2d  of  December, 
not  by  Mr.  Hunt.** 

Michael  John  Fitzpatrick,  one  of  the  clerks  at  the 
poblic^fBce  in  Hatton-garden,  says,  ^  I  was  at  Spa-fields, 
in  the  room  at  Merlin's  Cave,  on  the  1 5th  'November.  I 
know  both  the  Watsons;  they  were  both  there^  and 
Preston  was  there,  and  Dyall  was  there.  Dyall  had  papers 
m  his  hatids;  he  did  not  read  the  resolution  proposed. 
Hunt  came  in  afterwards;  he  moved  to  adjourn  to  the 
first  day  after  the  meeting  of  Pariiament.  Afterwards 
young  Watson  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  adjoom 
to  Monday  fortnight.    Preston  said,  that  this  was  a  most 


giotious'd&y  i  that  tbey  had  a  htiiidred  thousand  country'^ 
men*  Monday  fortnight  wad  th^  second  of  December. 
I  stood  between  Watson  and  his  son ;  Clarke,  the  chair^ 
man,  proposed  the  day  of  meeting ;  the  question  was  put 
by  the  chairman^  and  carried.  The  elder  Watson  had  a 
roll  of  papers  in  his  hand ;  Watson  senior  did  not  attempt 
to  interrupt  his  son  in  any  manner/' 

Vincent  George  Dowling  was  then  called ;  you  recollect 
he  was  the  short-hand  writer ;  he  says,  ^'  I  was  at  the  Spa^^ 
fields  meet]  ng  on  the  1 5th  of  November ;  I  was  in  the  crowd ; 
there  was  a  very  great  number  of  people  there.  I  heard 
Mr.  Hunt  speak  from  the  window  of  Merlin's  Cave ;  I  saw 
a  flag  from  the  window^  a  tri-coloured  flag,  red,  green,  an^ 
white^  with  an  inscription  upon  it ;  some  reference  was 
made  to  justice,  humanity,  and  truth/' — ^You  recollect  the 
comment  upon  the  words. — ^*  Hunt  proposed  an  adjunm^r 
ment  to  the  first  day  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
young  Watson  proposed  an  adjournment  to  the  second  of 
December ;  firom  first  to  last  they  staid  from  one  o'clock 
till  nearly  five.  I  attended  again  on  the  second  of  De* 
cember;  I  saw  several  placards  advertising  the  second 
meeting ;  I  saw  a  placard,  of  which  this  is  a  copy  **  (that 
is  the  one  I  have  already  read  to  you,)  **  Englandexpects 
every  man  to  do  his  duty,''  produced  by  Sealev  **  I  saw 
placards  like  that  stuck  on  the  walls ;  a  considerable  number 
of  peo[^e  were  there.  I  went  about  eleven  in  the  foienoon ; 
from  the  window  of  the  room  I  saw  a  crowd  assembling 
at  the  end  next  Cold-bath-fields*  prison ;  that  is  the  endf 
where  the  speeches  were  made,  where  the  waggon  was,  and 
from  whence  the  departure  was  from  that  waggon,  by 
persons  who  accompanied  the  Watsons.  I  went  to  th€ 
spot  where  the  crowd  assembled;  I  saw  several  persons 
bearing  flap ;  I  recognized  one  as  .the  same  flag  I  had  seett 
00  the  i5lh  from  the  window  of  the  Merlin's  Cave,  antl 
another  fl^,  a  ttoali^  one,  both  tri-coloured ;  another  i 


44» 

bMringatABoer/oB  irbicb  were  iMcriWd  ibele  wdfi^ 
''  The  hraive  «o)cliefB  «re  out  frienda^  tre»t  them  kindij." 
-r*WbeUwr  thej  were  likely  to  h^  Tcry  kindJy  tfeoted  by 
thoM  who,  Qccording  to  tbe  eYideoce  of  one  of  the  witx 
jfimeB,  piedktted  to  destroy  thewi  all  at  the  bamehs,  is  a 
vialter  very  worthy  of  oomidenttioii.  He  is  afterwarde 
asked,  whether  the  word  on  the  banoer  was  broken  or 
iprietids ;  he  say»  be  cannot  state  ponlhrely  whether  it  was 
the  0iie  or  the  other.*^^^  Some  persoos  wore  tri-oolowred 
cockades ;  a  waggoo,  which  I  thea  first  pereeiyed,  appeared 
|o  be  -the  oenfre  of  attiaction ;  into  this  a  great  many  pet* 
a^pia  ascended ;  there  was  great  confosion.  I  tidea  observed 
^  prif^ner  apionnton  the  edge  of  the  waggon,  and  wave 
bis  hand  as  if  for  siknoe.  I  aaw  Hooper  and  the  yonnger 
Waison  in  the  waggon  with  hU  fiither;  I  afterwards  saw 
Preston,  I  was  near  enough  to  hear  the  addresses ;  I  took 
down  in  sbon  hand  what  Wataon  smd.  I  have  my  short 
band  notes  bere,  I  lock  it  in  Spa^dds ;  tiiese  are  the 
short  hand  n^ea  wbi<A  I  took  down/ and  I  made  the  tran«* 
scripts  yesterday." 

'  I  will  read  to  yon,  Gentlemen,  the  speeches  as  taken 
down  by  Dowling  at  Spanfields ;  thespeedi  of  the  prisoner 
Watson,  and  bis  son.  Mr.Watson  said,  ^  Friends  and  fellow 
epoptrymen,  we  are  convened  this  day  in  consequence  of  a 
Msdntioo  passed  at  our  last  meeting,  to  bear  the  answer 
to  the  petitioa»  which  we  agreed  to  present  to  the  Prince 
Regent.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure 
which  I  fed  at  this  nmment,  in  addressing  so  respeetable 
a  meeting.  The  petition  to  which  I  idlnde,  and  which 
Mr.  Hunt  was  depnted  to  present  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
was  piepMod  in  the  hope  that  His  R<iyai  Highness  would 
pft  an  answer  to  the  cries  of  diose  starving  thonsands  by 
whom  he  was  addressed*  I  am  sorry  so  tnibrm  yaa,  how- 
tver,  that  he  hae  resolved  to  give  us  no  answer,  (groam  and 
^>  is  ss  useless,  theaefios^  ;to  take  that  <oarse/— This 
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^y  weture  called  00  to  pursue  another,  (ckeen^)  ■''  Englaud 
expects  that  every  maa  will  do  his  duty." — We  are  called; 
PD^. because  '^four  millions  of  our  countrymen  are  in  dis- 
tress ;  because  as  many  more  are  embarrassed ;  and  becftnse 
f^  million  and  a  half  fear  distress/'  While  these  miseriefl^, 
fxist,  how  few  enjoy  splendid  luxuiy. — only  .half  a  million, 
as  this  placard  expresses,  are  not  either  in  fear  of  embarr. 
rassment,  or. in  debt. — Under  these  circumstances,  I  ask 
y^u,  friends  and  countrymen,  if  the  ministers  have  don^ 
thei^  duty,  in  advising  the  Prince  Regent  not  to  bear  ouc 
i;ries?  (answer  from  the  muUituder  '  No!  Nq!')  Has-  the 
Prince  Regent  himself  done  his  duty  ?  (No!  No!)  Waa 
there  ever  a  more  calamitous  time  in  this  pountry,  than  this 
moment-?  (No!  No!)  It  is  not  only  in  this  country  that 
we  are  thus  oppressed.  Our  sister  country^  Ireland^  has 
ihafed  in  our  misfortunes.— There  the  climax  of  misery  ba^ 
been  brought  to  a  close. — ^There  their  sufferings  cannot  be 
extended  further.  Are  we  to  go  on  from  time  to  time, 
from  month  to  month,  from  year  to  year,  crying  to  the 
father,  of  his  people,  as  he  is  called,  in  vain,  for  redress? 
(ammer  from  the  multitude  *  No  I  No!*)  The  present  then 
is  tl^time  to  do^methingi  (huzzas.) — What!  will  men, 
with  the  minds  and  hearts  of  Englishmen — will  they  fpn* 
tinue  thus,  for  months  and  years,  to  be  starved?  (mswers 
rf  *  Nol  No!')  How,  then,  are  we  to  be  restored  to  our 
rights?  Not  by  talking — Not  by  long  speeches-- Not  by 
petition,  for  our  petitions  are  npt  heard — (reiterated  cries  of 
*,  bravo!')  It  appears  that  we  are  placed  in. a  state  pf 
bondage — ^the  rights  of  civil  society  aie  not  attended  to — 
the  pal^  of  mnltitudes  from  time  to  t^me,  avail  nothipg. — 
That  Parliament,  which  was  iitfeoded  for  the  protection  of 
the  people,  was  ifivii^d  to  assemble  together :  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  distresses  of  these  calamitaus  timt  tn 
consider  in  their  wisdom,  if  they  possessed  wisdom,  the 
^tu^tion  in  which  we  are  plaoedjin  vain.  In  this  distr^sing 
Vol.  II.  Ff 
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•ituatioii,  they  AoM  have  asseihblcd  together*  aad  takoi' 
into  coQsideratibn  tbe  prayers  of  the  dying  moldtade,  and 
not  have  been  deaf  to  oar  cries,  f'  TkeyoughiJ  they  aught  P) 
It  must  rest  with  ourselves  now  to  oonridor,  how  we  shall 
tfdieve  ourselves  m  these  calamitoas  times.  We  have  been 
toM  duly,  that  trade  and  commerce  aie  annihilated — ^bnt 
Ire  still  have  the  earth  as  our  resource.  The  earth  was  by 
nature  intended  for  the  support  of  mankind ;  and  is  suffi- 
cient to  place  every  man  in  distress  in  a  comfortable  situa- 
tion. If  a  man  has  but  a  spade  and  a  hoe  to  turn  up  his 
modier  earth,  that  will  prevent  him  from  starving.  In  the 
fetuation  in  which  we  are  placed,  how  is  this  to  be  done  I 
I  wiH  tell  you.  I  have  said  that  the  bonds  of  civil  society 
have  been  neglected — what  then  is  our  sitaation  ?  They 
have  placed  us  in  a  state  of  nature ;  they  have  ne^ected 
tbe  cries  of  tbe  hungry  and  starving  people.  Not  a  day 
that  we  pass  through  the  streets  of  this  great  metropolis, 
but  we  see  people  starving  to  death;  are  diey  ignoraait  of 
ibis  f  if  they  are,  they  ought  not  to  be — ^but  they  are  sot; 
they  have  come  to  a  resolution  not  to  relieve  us ;  they 
know  full  well  that  the  people  aie  starvhig  in  eveiy  part  of 
the  kingdom,  while  they  will  admit  of  no  measure  to  re* 
lieve  them.  (Crroans,  and  cries  rf  * Shamel  doom  wkk 
them F)  WiUthey  now  hear  our  criesf  (AnmHrfromihe 
tTMd  of*Jfo!No  /')  Have  they  not  been  supplicated  in 
the  language  of  men,  in  the  language  of  forbearance  and 
patiettt  sulferittg  ?  C  ^eel  Yu !')  The  Isradites' were  tn  a 
itate  of  boihdage  for  four  hundred  years,  but  we  have  been 
double  that  time.  Evet  since  the  Norman  conquest,  kings 
and  lords  have  been  debkling  you,  they  have  in  many 
instances  converted  yon  to  tfaek  own  wieked  purposes ;  bni 
tibis  must  kit  no  longer,  (kiaztu I  hruw!)"^ 
*  Then  -Mr.  Watson  the'  yosnger,  foUowv  has  father.-^ 
**  l^riends  and  Couatiynien,— The  last  time  we  BAet  in  this 
|ilMt,  I  had  the  honour  <^sayi»g  a  fow  words  to  yon.    I 


Jiva»'tbe  pcofioii-vwho  ^ropiMedvdie;  rts0ltiti0iv;  that  lie 

vboUd  ntietifigiiiii.tyB.daji!  rinaid  tlwby  if  hfrewcM  te 

faeU  wrmeetntgokE  theiiiit  day  of  th^  meetipg  of  IH»> 

lifluail^.  it  was  iiGEtin.our>power  to  tall  vABem  tnerssboiiU 

fW0t ^r'aopd  it  mqibt  be  tbat!  we-ahonldi neiei  mumt at 

aH. ;  At:  tint  aime.it!  wati  agretd  to  presant  a  pdMcDta 

ibalVtuoaittgdiit]  joo bava beea itoli tliat  joar  petvtian 

mmfmmnted,-}Mn  anairer.  there  ima'aone.    His  ftojral 

Highneiavaplied,  'My  ftinily:  haire  nevei^  attended  to  tha 

)»itayeni  ^i;thk  ipeopte,:ierlrooeured  petitiGB^  unless  thejr 

vane  irotni  tl^e  Uairarntieft  of  Oxford  or  Caoibndgls/ or 

Irott,tb8C!otpoiatiOBof  London^;'  iaa#Ofd,  >I  will-not 

^Mead  to<  the  prayafs  af  the  people ! '  (groom  -and  kimei'.j 

Htm  maa  oaUt  Jiioiself  the  isther  of  hia  peop]e>CCn>9  /rwa 

iktermi,  f  d*    -oi  ikffi»;'.>  Is  it  not  the  daty  of  a  father  46 

liroteot^ Ms  children  f  CYesl  *)    Has  be  done  so  f  CNot'i) 

No^  he  leaves  you  every  ground  for  compkontv  while  he 

tMiUfriei  on/your  rtghu  •  (groom  amd  hhia.)    .Theici*  is^  no 

Jffsiirywhieh'^be  epaaes,  becaase  be  hnoWs  the  expeoiib 

"wiU  be  paidimt  of  yow  poekets  (gfokm.)    Are  we  to 

wbaiic ' W  ttbit  any  longer^  f^NoJO  '  Will  Ea^shoMli 

safliBr  theaoisdveB   to-  be  trampled  upoo^  4ike  the* poor 

AftkMNfr  alavfe  in  the  West  Indies,  or  like  clods  oratiAles  i 

(Cmo  frmm  ^  mMhidt  ofy  <  2«e,  tat  imtf  tetie  fdi^S) 

We  ean'^acpaetaeaefiwa  their  handt^  yes;  l^beyyo^r 

-pardon;  'tinea^oni  last  meatiitgy  fvam  the  resolaiddiiai^hMi 

.wa*  pasted^  eaDing  upati  the  ^people  to  tMtie  ferwavd^vaoame 

yeir80tii'h|WFe«iceived  soBie  esKhedc  :aoap  aad  baa^ 

bene  bvoth*  (hm^kUr.)  ^Seaote  pecsona hateeoiAe forwaal 

iwvlh -tbeir  two  or  tinee  huDdied  peotids^'Wliar  dioald 

iMwe^conwiioawtfhl  anib  dieir  one  or  tipo^boodrdd  tboib* 

saod^    0o  yoa  befiave  diet  diese  penonaaiefliaocBe  iot 

tbeir  ^wisfata  ier  dM^opaefiia2  (tNol  Vikll)    These  men 

leone  forward  te  rob  yoa  uf  all  yon  pofsas^  enddwa  giva 

•  pcmgrtopajtbetonpika.    The  Fkiaee  R^snt  m  his 


45t 

§mt  gmiaotitfy  has-  ghrai  ycm  five  thooMiid  poaaifroot 
^  the  ftnidk,  itbich  do  not  touch  hit  own  pod»t  (cheer$ 
-mmdhmm*)  Yci^  it  appean  that  he  piimdart  yon  of  aul- 
Hoatf  and  then  gires  you.  a  part  of  die  ipoil  (c^eelrs  mtd 
gnmm*)  My  friend  here  has  been  deaenbed  hj  the  .tren* 
Mryjoainaby  as  a  second  Wat  Tyler.  No  had  title ;  for^ 
*e  it  recollected,  that  Wat  Tykr  8tep(»ed  boldly  fonm^ 
!fer  the  purpose  of  oppoung an  of^ressive  tax;  andvonkl 
Jiave  socoeeded,  had  he  not  been  basely  nwdered  by 
William  W^wortb,  then  lord  mayor  of  Londont  Bnt 
use.  have  no  bitll^rosh  lord  mayors  now*  And.  if  he.  was 
sorrooaded  by  tbonsands  of  his  fellow  coantrymen,  as  I 
now  am«  there  woald  have  been  no  doubt  of  snocesa! 
(^ktenondtrnzzoMl)  Itseems  to  be  the  determined  reso- 
Ja^n  of  mtnistersy  to  carry  every  thing  with  what  ti^y 
.call/a  high  hand ;  or,  as  they  sayi '  onr* Sovereign  Ixud  ihe 
•King  will  cany  every  thing  with  firmness/  In  shorty  they 
iwiU  carry  the  bnstness  in  defiance  of.  the  voice. of  the 
people  rAtssetO  If^they  will  not  give  aa  whet  weWM^ 
then  shall  we  not  take  itf  C  Yt$J')  .Are  yott  .willing  t# 
take  k  i  C  Ye$  ! ')  HI  jupp  down  among  ypu,  wiji  yoa 
follow  me  i  (tmivenal  crie$  of '  lev  Himilmi^ho^fU^y  i 
.  It  appears  then  that  he  jumped  dowa^  and  wa*  firflowed 
by  many  of  the  penons  there  present.— '<  At  that  moment 
yonng  Wataon  seised  a  tri-cohNired  flag  and  went  ont  of 
ithe  fi^  headiog  the  mob  towaids  Coppioofinar;  ali  the 
persons  in  the  wag^n  jumped  out  and  fottofpad  him; 
•the  penoos.in  the  waggon  had  cockades;  Hooper  ^and  the 
younger  Watsonhad.  Pieslon  was  elevated  on.  some  part 
lof  the  waggon  all  the  time.  The  younger  Watsoa  jumfied 
down  I  think,  with  ^he  latger.  flag.  .  Coppice-row  was 
•abaot  two  .hundred  yards  from  the  wi^gon;  at  the  comer 
of  Coppice-spw,  I.  sItF .  Mr.  Stafbfd  attempting  to  aeiae 
the  flagv  this  \ras  palled  down,  as.  wm  tbeibanner;.a  man 
in  a  sailor^s  jacket  had  the  balmer ;  tbejarge  fag  changed 
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kancls  at  the  eoitaer ;  I  saw  the  dder  Watson  stand  near 
the  poblic  bouse;  I  went  and  acqaaiotedthe  magistiatta 
what  I  badiieard ;  some  said  the  cry  by  some  of  the  mob 
wasx  '  to  the  Tower/  by  others^  '  to  the  Lord  Mayor/ 
I  saw  one  man  with  a  sword  or  cutlass,  and  another  with  % 
pistol^  as  I.thooght  Iretnrned  to  the  honse  near  Merlki'a 
Cave,  and  subsequently  to  the  city ;  I  saw  the  elder  Watsoa 
at  the  ooraer  of  Coppice-row,  I  afterwards  saw  him  with 
ft  set  of  people  fidlowing  him  in  the  same  dicection.  I 
came  up  with  pturt  of , the  mob  in  the  Minones;  I  passed 
Beck  witb's  shop  and  saw  it  demolished  ;  the  windows  were 
fractured  and  :the  shop  was  dilapidated;  the  shuttecs  were 
put  to.  I  saw  the  houses  of  Brander  and  Potts  and  Rea, 
the  gunsmiths,  demolished  in  Jike  manner,  I  saw  pikes  and 
long  gons  and  muskets  pulled  down  and  lying  in  the 
f  treets  in  front  of  the  shop ;  the  windows  of  Rea's  shop 
iwere  quite  danolished.  The  mob  was  not  there,  I  met  them 
«ommg  up  the  Minones;  thqr  were  armed  with  guns, 
pikes  and  cutlasses,  dirks  and  various  weapons,  and  a  brass 
earronade,  a  piece  of  oidoaoce  on  wfaeeb  drawn  by  two 
sailors,  guided  by  amarling-spike;  behind  some  dischisiged 
(heir  pieces  in  the  air.  I  continued  with  th^m  till  the  mob 
were  dispersed  by  the  Horse  Guards;  they  called  '  To 
Spa-fields,'  to  go  back  there;  I  saw  them  running  fat 
differeni  directions,  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Horse 
<3uards;  I  webtback  16  Sp»4ields;  these  was  a  ilutteions 
meetiog  at  Spa-fieUs  still  remaining,  when  I  got  there." 

On  cross-examination^  he  says,  ^  I  have  not  applied  for 
any  lemployment  under  Government,  nor  f<Mr  any  reward; 
I  h^ve:  expected  (o  be  paid  as  a  shortJiand  writer.  I  have 
paid  I  expected  to  be  lewaided  fbr  my  labours  as  a  shortf 
band,  writer,  and > my i attendances;  I  expect  to  be  ream- 
peisaled  for  tlpe  trauUe  1  had;  I  attended  on  the  15th of 
November  at  Spa4eld%;  I  was  ipol  sent  by  any  body;  I 
aqi  jMNMD^Bctatl  y^iih  a^pal^io  newspfperi.I  went  in  the 
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mpmdkf  of  a  (mUic  newspaper  writer;  1  war  not  dii«eieA 
hj  waj  body  to  attend  at  Spa-fields  oo  the  seoood  of  Do^ 
member.  Whea  there,  I  was  desired  by  Mr*  Greeny  Mr; 
Oaroey's  cltA,  to  asii^  him  ia  takiog  aotas  there;  I  loada 
a  ooiamnnioation  of  what  had  passed;  I  did  not  eaaedy 
trattscribe  the  words  of  the  banner ;  I  cannot  say  whathca 
jM  wasy  the  hnure  soldiers  •ave  our  fitiends,  or  are  our 
biotheis*  The  spaacjhes  of  the  Watsons  fiakhad  by  aboat 
hal£«pait'tweWe;  Watsoa  janior  waa  Ihe  lait  speaker j 
I  was  in  fsoot  of  the  waggon;  I  was  seen  by  many  people; 
I  saw  Mr.  Stafibrd  near  the  waggoa,  I  did  not  speak  to 
Uas;  he  was  aear  the  end  of  €}q»pioe»row ;  I  saw  a  vut* 
giattatenearAeplaoe^  Mr.  Baker;  I  saw  no  red  coats  on 
korsdiack  from  Spa-fiddi|  [  saw  one  man  with  a  ihoit 
sward  and  a  pistol^  as  I  befieve  firam  the  appearanoe  of  it; 
the  flag  was  whiter  gveen  and  xed^  a  tri-eolonred  ^flag^ 
I-  do  net  think  it  was  Ihe  Frenah  tiipKMiloaffed  flag.  I  be* 
bnre  I  was  examined  an  HooperV  trial;  I  thought  not  at 
fiist.'*-«^TItts  dosed  the  evidence  oa  the  fitst  day*  •  • 

>  Oa  the-  «econd  daiy,  Chasks  Sheeman  die  yonnger  was 
taamined.— '*  Oa  the  ad.  of  Beeemhar  last  1  was  in 
Gharek«traet^  Betknal-gv0en»  about  twelve  otiock  atnoon^ 
I  saw  a  goodmaliy  penoos  there ;  there  were  several  ood^ 
adesand  one  flag;  ^botb  the-  flag' and  the  aodmde  were 
tri«oek>av^)  pvooeeding  towards  Shoreditbhtf  I  foHewed 
Aem^i  do-notkaowwhooanied  tbe^flag^  ihey  pioceeded 
to  SpSMfields ; '  tha^flag  was  taken  there,  and  planted  ontb^ 
waggon  i  there  was  akothet  flag  on  the  waggon,  someper* 
ions  were  spetking  at  ihat  time  from  the  waggon;  I  did 
nataotioetbepefson'speaking  fio«i  the>waggon>  but  he 
was  one  of  flie  mob  I  had  seewln  €hiirch<«trei^;.he  was  A 
yaang  man;  he  was  not  the  partoti  who  carried  the4^i 
bat  he^wasnear  vt  at  times.-  Thecemekiaion  of  bis  speedt 
W80^  if  bejamped  down  would 'd)ey*fdIow'hidi.'*-^-«9Ub^ 
HMrsfoia^  MnfimiSiSlowMBg  iil  teit«pavt  ef  the  condisiai 
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#f  till  speech)  as  to  bis  jumpiDg  down^  and  enquiring, 
whether  they  would  fotlow  him;  tbey  said  they  would^ 
and  he  jumped  down  from  the  waggon ;  the  flag,  and  a 
great  many  other  persons^  went  out  of  the^eld.  I  went 
then  to  the  other  part  of  the  field ;  I  ^id  not  follow  the 
crowd.  There  was  a  frame  with  white  canvass^  or  some^ 
tbhig  of  that  kind)  with  some  words  painted  upon  it ;  there 
were  two  other  flags.  It  might  be  fiye  or  ten  minutes  that 
I  was  standing  before  I  heard  the  person  say  he  would 
jump  down*  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talking  and  bal* 
looing;  I  heard  only  the  words  I  bare  mentioned^  though 
I  endeavoured  to  hear ;  they  were  hallooing  at  times,  and 
pushing  and  jostling.  'Riere  was  nothing  going  on  in 
die  other  part  6(  the  field ;  they  were  expecting  Mr.  Hunt^ 
I  immediateiy  left  them.  I  did  not  take  any  particular 
notice  of  the  canvass  in  the  fmme,  it  was  like  a  picluiv 
frame.  There  were -several  persons  in  the  waggon ;  when 
the  speaking  was  going  on  a  great  cvowd  was  round  the 
waggon.  The  frame  was  supported  on  a  highish  pole. 
Not  more  than^^ae  person  spoke  whilst  1  was  theroi  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge*  There  was  no  person  remaining 
in  tiie  waggon  at  the  time  that  I  observed  a  great  nmnber 
of  persons  follow  him.'' 

'  Charles  Sheensan  itit  elder,  says,  ''  I  live  near  Beihnal<- 
gieen.  I  remember  the  meeting  at  Spa*fiddg  in  De»* 
t:emA>er;  I  was  in  BethnaL-green-road  that  morning  bei- 
tw^eo  nine  and  ten ;  there  were  a  good  many  people  there. 
I  saw  a  flag  there,  red,  white,  and  I  believe  green,  flying 
at  the  end  of  a  pole ;  one  or  two  persons  had  cockadea ; 
l^d  not  notice  the  colours;  they  were  proceeding to*- 
Watdi  Sboreditch;  I  fqllowed  them,  they  went  tp  Sp»- 
fidds.  I  know  Merlin's*cave ;  Mr.  Hunt  spoke  Iroia 
tikeuce ;  there  was  a  waggon  there,  and  a  great  nuiAbtt  of 
people  when^^  I  got  tbere>;  the  flag  was  pat  up  into  the 
Miggott  whtaii  t  Mw ',  idiere  wete  people  in  itae  waggosi, 
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and  I  heard  a  person-  speak  ftom  the  waggon ;  hot  .1 
heard  bat  few  words;  the  speaker  from  the  waggon  ap^ 
peared  to  be  a  young  man ;  I  think  he  had  a  cockade  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection ;  I  remember  tome  words  tbaf 
were  spoken  rather  load.  He  asked  the.  people,  whether 
they  would  like  to  be  fed  on  ox-bone  beef  soup ;  if  they 
would  put  up  with  it ;  they  said*  No.  That  waa  the  answer 
of  the  persons  round ;  1  have  forgotten  the  other  words. 
He  asked  the  people.  If  he  jumped  down,  and  went  first, 
would  they  tbllow  him/' — ^He,  therefore,  confirms  Dow* 
ling,  not  in  the  very  words,  for.  the  words  were,  *  if  he 
jumped  down,  and  went  first,  would  they  follow  him.'' 
That  is  one  of  those  immaterial  differences  which  rather 
confirm  the  credit  of  the  story;  told  by.different  persons, 
than  impeach  the  credit  of  it  ;*— <  if.  he  jumped  down 
would  tfaey  follow  him,'  the  answer  from  a. great  many 
was,  that  they  would ;  he  got  down,  and  a  great  many 
people  followed  him ;  they  went  towards  Cold-bath-fiekb, 
I  did  not  follow  him ;  I  was  in  the  fields  when  the  speaker 
first  got  up  on  the  waggon.  I  went  to  hear  Mr*  Hunt; 
{  fell  on  thb  party  by  accident ;  I  undentood  the  fli^.wai 
going  to  Spa-fields.  I  cannot  say  how  near  to  the  waggon 
I  was,  nor  I  cannot  say  the  distance  I  was  off;  there  were 
people  in  the  waggon  when  the  flag  was  put  \a*  He  b^an 
his  speech  in  two  or  three  minutes  after  I  arrived ;  I  heard 
nobody  eke  speak ;  from  deafness  I  heard  no  more  than  I . 
have  stated,  I  was  examined  by  Mr.  Gifford  befiM« 
Chxidtma»-day,  more  than  a  week.after  the  meeting  in  Sp»- 
fields.  I  was  never  examined  at  Hicks's-Hall ;  I  was  sent 
for  to  Stone-buildings  since  Christmas.  I  was  at.tw^ 
meetings  at  Spa-6elds ;  I  heard  Mr.  Hunt  speak  the.fiimt 
time ;  there  was  a  tri-coloured  flag  at  the  window. ;  at  that 
time  I  beard  Mr.  Hunt  propose  attending  there  again».  I 
.  think  that  day  six  weeks,  as  I  undersVx>d ;  my  memoiy  ia 
\rather  feeble ;  it  was  put  to  the  votei  and  agreed  to  meet 
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Mr.  Hunt  at  the  time  he  named^  to  the/best  of  my  nR!bU' 
Iftcftton.    The  first  time  T  Went  I'  did  not  know  where  Spu^ 
fields  was,  and  I  weiit  but  of  my  Way ;  at  the  second  meet- 
ing I  followed  the  flag,  because  I  did  not  know  itty  diirect 
way.    I  returned  die  first  day  to  my  own'place ;  the  flag 
was  taken  from  tlie  waggon ;  when  the  young mati  jumped' 
down^  a  great  many  went  with  him.    I  knew  there  Was;^  to* 
be  a  meeting  that  day  before  I  saw  the  flag." 
.  Gentlemen,  upon  the  subject  of  the  flag,  it  is^  certainly^ 
very  important  if  you  give  credit  to  this  narration,  con* 
firmed  by  two  other  persons,  that,  upon  the  close  of  the 
speech,  young  Watson  jumped  down,  and  led  the  way^* 
and  told  them  he  would  go  if  they  would  follow  him; 
It  is  an  act,  embodied  lis  they  were  in  multitude,  of  attack 
on  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  country,  tend- 
ing  directly  to  overturn  the  government  of  the  country^ 
inarching  in  military  array  toward<i  that  post'  where  the 
violence  which  has  been  the  subject  of  the  evidence  wai 
committed,  namely,  to  the  gunsmiths*  shops. 
V  John  Stafford,  chief  clerk  at  Bow-street,  says,  **  On  the 
sd  December  last,  there  was  a  large  assembly  of  people 
in  Spa-fields.    I  knew  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  there  ofl 
that  day,  from  having  seen  placards  on  the  walls.     I  wai 
not  at  the  former  meeting,  on  the  15th  November.  .The 
mob  was  addressed   from  Merlin's-cave  by'  Hunt   and 
others.    I  saw  a  flag  dose  to  the  house ;  it  was  displayed ; 
it  was  of  three  colours,  green,  whitCj^  and  red— -a  large 
fiag,  on  a  pole,  and  inscribed  on  it,  ^  Nature,  Truths  and 
Justice.'    I  did  n6t  read  what  else ;  there  were  tbos^  words 
in  larger  letters.  I  attended  on  the  2d  December.  A  great 
many  police  oflBc^rs  were  in  attendance.    I  expected  th^ 
buariaess  of  the  meeting  to '  commence  .at  Merlin'stcave 
about  one  o'clock.    I  arrived,  I  think, .  aboutrhalf^ast 
]Mirelve.     I  found  a  great  mob  there — thousands.'    At 
die  lower  end  of  the  fietdsj^next  tfk  the  :obiipel|.  ther« 
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irape  a  gf€ftt  mtdkj  asieniUed  round  a  waggon^  a  lorgi 
fioor^wbe^kd  waggoo,  and  a  great  number  of  people  in  k. 
Tliere  were  two  flags  in  it ;  one  with  ^  Nature,  Truth,  and 
Juitiee,  on  it,  Whiok  I  had  aeen  at  the  fbnner  meeting  al 
llerlmVcaTCv  ^  Natmre  to  feed  the  hungry,  Truth  to 
protect  the  oppressed,  Justice  to  punish  crimes/  There 
was  another  flag  of  the  same  colours,  without  any  in-' 
scription,  display^  from  the  waggon — a  banner  on  a 
square  frube,  a  piece  of  calico  in  the  middle,  with  an 
inscription,  '  The  brare  soldiers  are  our  brodters;  treat 
them  kindly/ — Now  the  address  to  the  soldiers  upon  this 
flag  emtetttly  gives  an  expectation  that  the  person 
canying  it  might  come  into  contact  with  the  soldiers^ 
and  that  they  thought  well  of  them ;  that  they  were 
birotbeis ;  and  dsat  they  wished  them  to  treat  them  kindly^ 
It  was  eakttlated  to  soothe  any  unkind  feeling  on  their 
part  towards  them,  and  to  create  a  wish  in  the  soldiera 
not  to  opjpose  any  resistance  to  them,  so  as  to  prevent  ain 
armed  attack  upon  them ;  it  was  fixed  on  a  frame,  xpnte 
legibke';  there  were  two  flags  besides  the  banner.  I  drew 
this  afewdays  after  seeing  it;  tfaiiisaplan  of  the  waggon^ 
Widi  the  flags  and  banner ;  the  waggon  was  fiiD  of  people. 
I  did  not  then  know  the  persons  in  the  waggon,  the  pri« 
loner  WatK>n  was  one.  When  I  arrived,  a  young  man 
iras  addressing  the  people,  and  die  prisoneir  was  dose  to 
fafan,  but  rather  behind  him.  Some  thousands,  I  think,  wi^ 
sunounding  the  waggon ;  I  made  no  minute  of  the  speech ; 
he  spbke  loud,  and  the  mob  cheered  his  speech;  it  oad* 
sisted  principally  of  interrog«tbrieft.''-^Yoavecollect  whact 
has  befen  already  stated  of  it.*^"^  The  mob  nsdtmed  dieefi; 
aild  'answers^  No,  no;  aqd  aonse  persons.  Yes,  yes ;  and  a 
cheer  or  a  huzza.  I  dien  quitted  tik  spot,  and  proceeded 
to  Gbppiee*iow,  leaving  the  man  speaking ;  i  heotd  a 
i^ter  noise  thto  usual  from  that  spot ;  I  turned  my  hisad^ 
and  saw  them  all  in  die  act  of  jumping  down  fh>m  flit 
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waggOD,  and  ^dieflag  idid-fime  Biovejbomtbe  WEggon.**-** 
You  will  fiad  by-and^by,  thatthu  measove  of  jiuiiping4bwit 
ffomthe'waggoh,  mrhen  diewoids,  <'  BOU0W  upk^  thooid 
be  tttfeved,  haid  bem-previoaaty  settled,  ^itid  die  neaMre 
anpanged  according  to  the  evidence  for  the  istbNoTenbef ; 
It.  did  oot  tbcatake  place,  md  tbtti  it  wa»  agaid  aetdid. 
for  the  ad  ]>ecember,  when  it  did  take  place^*-^^  All  tli^ 
TOit  were  in  the  act  of  jompnig  down  fifom  the  waggett ; 
the  mob  then  moydd  towards  Gof>pioa>i<ow ;  the  wh<4e 
tori«at'tA»^  directed  to  Ck>ppice-row,  the  Ifliiga  and  bainer 
aeeompaoying  tbem*  A)^  small  pan  of  the' nob  prt^ie^ed 
the  flags  and  banner;  wheh  the  flags  approached  me^ 
I  nuhed  Aooi*  the  feoupalh^  and  laid  hold  of  the  three 
•oloiired.flajg/withovt  ioiciiptioa ;  I  endeavoured  10  hiMk 
the  pole;  It  was  too  moch  for  my  strength;  putting  my 
feet  on  the  flag*,  I  called  for  aasisttmcie,  aad  Limbribk  catfie 
lo  me ;  I  was  driven  fiDm  the  flag ;  it  was  torn  in  tb^ 
struggle^  and  u  strip  of  the  gfeen  remained  )n  my  haad» 
Liarimck  had  bdd  of  the  banner  at  one  cilid;  I  broke  tha 
frame  in,  and  got  a  part  of  the  frame,  and  defended  myself 
with  iu"*^Tbi8  Mr.Staflbrd  produoed.h^'*Thatis  the  height 
of  th^  sqnave ;  Limbriok  ipdled  the  inscription  #at  of  it  \ 
theioscription  remained  in  my  possession ;  the  mob  passed^ 
and  went  towards  Smidifield,  'in  a  direct  line,  to  8kibn«|t* 
flti)eel.'''«^He  verifiss  the  flag^  and  yion  mcoUedt  the  piodao- 
tion^  a  part  of  the  flag>^^  Itobk'th^t  gfsenpiece  out  of 
ibe  flag ;  there^Watt  two  fttgs  Imd  omeban  ner  in  the  waggbn; 
ifkt  banner  and  flags  had  the  meeifiptionsi  havc^  ISMtttioned; 
I  wasi  at^M«f)laV<»vekM|  thfe  15^1  November ;  I'^Mr  tdo 
fev  off  Mr.  Hutiv^eii  to'bear.  I'tfaiak  liaw  them  taimg 
but  -the  frame  <yf  itae  window  at  Metlin's-cave.  I  did  not; 
go  into /the  bonse.  I  aaw  somie  migiiiratts  ^  the  ielA 
Qn.  the  ad  December,;  I  sat^.  a>gre4t'man^  of  the  j^dSt^ 
oditfcffB  there;  I  b^eve  tbey  were  idl  tbeie;  a  geattal 
Older  was  glvenfor  ibeir  attendatfce  (  onr  establiihlmeot  it 
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B#«r-slKeeV  »  about. ooe  hnndrbd;  |>^hap8  seventy  or 
figbity  of  them  wese  there ;  thcj  weie  ordered,  I  beliere, 
to  attend  hyWLordtwm.  I  went  about  half-pagt  twdve$ 
I  WM  iBdoced  by  seeing  the  flag.  There  are  seven  police 
ptbboh  betides  Bow-slreet  office.  1  saw  many  of  the 
officen  diere^  some  from  each  police  office;  and  all,  I  sup- 
pose, were  oidexed.  Ours  (the  Bow-stieet)  officers,  were 
pcdered  to  attend.  I  saw  no  soldieis  in  the  field,  or  neac 
Spa-fields,  on  the  ad  Deeember.  I  gave  no  directions 
to.  die  military  to  attend.  I  was  once  within  fifbeen  or 
twenty.yards  of  the  waggon ;  I  saw  Mr. Baker,  a  map 
gjstrate^  near  the  waggon,  I  am  not  certain  whether  Sir 
NathaaielCoaantandMr.Hicks  were  also  there.  1  asked 
Mr*  Baker,  whether  it  was  to  be  snfiered.  I  do^  not  know 
^lat  the  mi|gistrBtes  had  a  room  &>r  meeting  ne^Merlin's** 
ceitt*  I  never  was  near  Merlin*9-cave  that  day*  I  saw 
aevesal  cwiatAhis  *  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Spa^fielda.  I 
paw.  several  persons  with  onnilaUes  staves  whom  I  did  not 
know  i  there  Were  none  sent  from  Bow-street  Afterltook 
the  flagp  I  foUowed  the  mob,  and  I  saw  them  going  in  a 
direction. towards  the  city,  and  left  them.  I  hfid  mtel 
fdaouds  on  the  walls  noe  more  than  two  or  three  daya.be^ 
fore  the  ad  December;  the  magistrates  gave  directions 
on  Satniday  the  soth  November,  for  attndance  ai 
Spa-fiaUs. :  I  do  not  know  of  the  means  hy  which  the 
magistrates  were  apprized,  that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting 
at  Spa-fields.  Sir  Nathaniel  Conant  is  at  the  head  of  the 
pdiee,andlias  aioom  aiquopriated  to  him.at  the  Secretaiy 
0t  State's  office;  the  ordevn  for  police  are  genemUy  issued 
fiiom  tbe  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  Sir  Nathanid 
CQPMt  is  the  general  organ  of  communication ;  I  was  not 
mth  htm.  One  man,  I  diiink  Hooper,  aimed  a  blow  at  ns^ 
aa4  I  straggled  with  the  flag-ataff;  tbe  bannar  and  flag 
yreire  taken  in,  my  presence."— Then  be  is  aslf  ed,  a9  amatlor 
pf  $(b^j«rvatioii,  '^  Wby  was  not  (b^^ag  s^iaqd  at  the  fotirmer 
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loiM^ting?^ I  h«  says^** ^  I  did- oottcboiMer  that  I  imdiiBf 
nutbority  to. «we.  the.  fh^  at  the fint  meeting;  thcrerniat 
not  •ii|chaQiadiCftt|c»;of.tq0iull  aod  iosmreciMa  at  tba 
£nt  meeti.Dg^.a9  vas  ex;tiibited  aft«KWiwd8.''-rrTliia:iar  Co 
acoQUDt  for  tbeiinot  takiog  tbdto  meaJioreaal  thefifil 
jq^tingy  which  it  was  oHiiHately  otoeBsafy  to  tatei— ^  Thif 
/iras  .n^ar.  to  the  C^bbam'sKhead.'' 

;  :  The  next  witness  caBedi  i8;aa. officer  of  the  name  of 

John.  Limbriok ;  he  ^ays^-^Mam  an  -officer  of  police  :Qf 

Jlabton*gasden  ^  i  was  attending:  att  .Spa-fieldi.on . :  the. .-  2d 

J^ecemher;  I  was;  stationed  at  the  end  of  Coppicetiow;  I 

pbaerved  a  waggon  in  the! field,  before  I  airivodi  I  went 

ioyto  the  6Mf  and  appioached; the  waggon;  there  were 

mwy  1>«r9W  in  and  .nponit;  great  qnantitiea;  they  were 

.t«ro  ,or.  three  tlHH^iaad.aboat  it ;  there^  was  a  gneat  nnmhcr 

;fj8o near  MerlinVca^vQ.   Iheiwd ^^eakiog  from  the  wag^r 

gOQ|  but  not  the  very  wordft^  I  waa  not  near  enough.  I  ob- 

a«rved  the  prisoner  in  the.  waggon  ;- he.  wa^. speakings  J 

.t))inkx  whilft  1  \fa0.there;;he  .wi|8  |noving  hishands  as  if 

upeaking,  J  faw  a.bani^er.  kfUi  up  by.  a.  man  in  a  MiilorVi 

cbre«B|  tumipg  itronnd  in;  all  diitectimB  with  sbw^molioit; 

it  wa^  fixed  aJt  the  end  :of  .a.fo^e^  tbe^  was  90f>ib&(  tAf 

/Go}oqred  flag,  held  also  by  a  n^tnjn  satyr's  dotfaes;  theit 

;Wa8  an.inscoption  on  the  banner,. bnt  I  did.npt read  it) 

^ere  was  another  smaller  tri-ofdopired  Bag ;  x>D]y  one  flag 

^liad  an  ins^Pjiptipn  lonr  it.    I  safTjop^  Hooper  tbei«>  I  aft^ 

wards  saw  him  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  1  saw  him  in  the  wp^^got 

mfhfi  tri*<?olonred  cockade.    I. returned  to  the  Cobhatn'a? 

head,  Cogpice-row;  1  heard  a  pois^,  and  ^w  th^tmoh 

«0fmng  that  way,  and  Mr.  Stafford  having;  hold  of  ope^fi^ 

.the  ,poles  of.  the  flags;  I  went  to  his  assyitanc^,  I  puUe^ 

,4oiwn  the  fl^r  a  small  tri-coloured  flag,  and  Mr.  St^tflToi^ 

jM^led-dowii  the  ,bf^lner ;  w«  had  a  stmggle  ai^at  it;  yrm 

gQt  the  banner;  and  broke  the  frame.  I  beard  a;CryffiKim 

themobof,  '*  cut  him,"  or^  '^  cut  bis  bloody  head:''  this  is  thf 


r 'Xiie6fiA4im«ieoiir  Mendi; 
I  mm  ifeoficr  krCoppieeMw;  he  wa» ia  front of.ibe»pfilk 
farf  i>«^.  whoi  we  bftd  tbettrt^gfe-iiboil 
Tbcseb  wMt  itt  ttm«  dNreetidM;  sMne 

the  Mdft,  one  boi y  toW«r<fo  6iPayW-im«>lan^;  th^ 
IMlacipal body ^DfMvd^iSttiitbficM;  the ki^ iag, ivfthtli^ 
ioscriptioii,  went  towards  4tkiikliMd  I  tfainle,  bst  1  «Hk 
ttDt Mie.  Lknow  Prettew ;  I  aaw  Frestdii  in  the  waggon ; 
Imnt  a-gnatmaoy  in  ikm  'waggoPi  aot^speaking^wlyyJt 
I:.wM  tboref  I  was  stadooei  fi%  ^ards  fnom  tfae^  wsi||^ 
gOD.;  i  waas  aboot  leo-^o'doeki  aidd  the  speeches  begak 
•iwit  elwfeo^  Mr.  Rainafeid  derived  me  fo-take  tbM 

An  boor  aftar  I  livst  aaw  It,  a<  bMMr  aili^t#e 
beisted  en  A»  waggen ;  it  was  then  l|ieai#4 
-Jptntm  spcakiagi  I  femun^  a  qwtfter  o^an  boar ;  •  iiKbre^ 
^nwterBofaa  hoar  afiefwanfcy  t  saw^  thfem  cdttlKig^te 
GoppiofrMw.    I  mwiKy  magtstrafte  about;  I  ^thdnght.I 
taain^Bag flying,   l^oannat say  whetberatiy bedy  bat  taafe 
asskled  Mr»  SlaffiMd^  1  tbfe'tbe  banner  and  broke  ^Ae 
eliclr,  and  toie  the  fl»g $:  I  sa^  Mr.  Sinflbrd was  ki^amg^ 
i  MW  naelher petsdttassiating  biltt  bat  laysdf.'  I  was  ««- 
naiined,  as  to  the  traoaacciois  oFthis  dtey,  soon  after  befoMs 
tfr.LMhSdd,  mdnt  theOld  Bafley  when^  Hooper  wnk 
lried,«ad  before  ibe  grand  jtiry  at  Westnunstetv  1  wih 
examined  'ealy  ^before  two -grand*  juries'.  *{  prodnced-ilie 
iMuiner  at  the  (M  Bailer 'on  Hoopei^s  trial ;.  iMe  lltt^  wal 
net  pr^dnoed^ininy  presedee.    I  was  not  on  the  morniir^ 
of  the  md  Deeembeiv  at  WhitdM}.    Spa-fieMs  ir  m' cfa^ 
eonnty  of  MidriHesez /*  ihati^  onlysoibrniateriai'astiM 
Ae  act  most  be  <l«ie  in  the  cotmty  ftom  wbtdtydtteM 
hnpanneltedy  to  satisfy  ttie  requisition  of  ^  law;  that  the 
aeoreof  these  transactions  was  in  the  covnty  of  Middlese:^. 
^  I  might  benearly  eighteen  yards  from  Watson  the  dddt; 
l^hen  I  saw  him  speaking,  At  noise  was  so  great  I  eottU 
Mthetthim.'' 
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Then  Edward  Goodspeed  says,  ^  I  was  ioSpar^eldtoil 
the  2d  Deeember ;  I  was  there  ahoat  eleven  o'clock ;  there 
were  a  great  many  people ;  there  was  a  waggoD,  and  flags  on 
it.  Tsaw  Preston,  and  Hooper,  and  Watson  the  eMer  there. 
I  was  afterwards  at  Coppice-row,  and  saw  Hooper  coming 
oat  of  Spa-fields  with  a  tri-coloored  cockade ;  ah  came  bnt 
of  the  waggon  and  field  togetfier.  The  colours  weredien 
seized  by  Mr.  Stafibid ;  Hooper  was  very  near  to  the  co- 
lours; 1  did  not  see  him  do  anything.  limbrick  was 
knocked  or  shoved  down,  I  cannot  say  by  whom.'^'-^CtosSN 
examined,  he  says,  *^  I  went  as  constable  for  St.  Andreii^ 
HolBom ;  we  had  an  order  from  the  sheriff  by  the  high 
constable.  Theve  were  four  constables  from  onr  divisidity 
consisting  of  seven,  the  other  three  might  be  there ;  I  did 
not  see  them.  We  all  had  orders  to  attend  at  ten  o'clock*^ 
issued  on  the  Saturday;  we  were  orfcred  to  assemble  at 
the  House  of  Correction,  and  our  names  were  icalled  over; 
I  cannot  say  by  whom,  by  a  stranger  to  me ;  I  only  hearA 
my  own  name,  and  answered  it.  I  cannot  say  faow*  many- 
constables  there  were  besides  myself;  we  were  appointed 
to  no  place  in  particular ;  the  banner  was  taken  away  hf 
Stafford.  limbrick  was  knocked  down ;  I  saw  him  on  the 
ground ;  he  was  knocked  or  shoved  down  by  pressure  of 
the  mob ;  he  went  to  assist  Mr.  Stafford.  I  was  ordered 
by  the  high  constable  to  wait  at  die  prison-door ;  I  waited 
till  three  or  four  o'clock.  Tsaw  nobody  brbught  in ;  tht 
people  waited  in  Spa-fields  in  great  quantities  till  six  olr ' 
seven  in  the  evening  about  Meriin's-K^ve.^ 

llie*next  witness  is  a  person  of  the  name  of  John  Bug;- 
fins ;  he  is  a  tide-waiter  in  His  Majesty's  customs.  ^  I  was 
in  Spa-fields  on  the  2d  December,  ^bout  twelve  o'clock ; 
1  saw  a  waggon  m  the  fields;  Preston  was  in  it;  there 
was  a  great  number  of  other  persons  in  the  waggon ;  I  saw 
a  flag  in  it.  I  was  about  twenty  yards  from  the  wkggon ; 
I  saw  several  persons  get  out  from  the  waggon'  towardi^ 
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fi^ffqf!fmh^f^!OowfA  by  great  quantities  of  people.  I 
Miw  Mr.  Staffocd  in  the  mob  calUog  for  assistance ;  he  got 
)ifAd  of  a  flag^  and  w^  struggling  for  it.  I  saw  Hooper 
with  a  Ui-foloumi  cockade  in  his  hat,  attended  by^  the 
4B9ffmd.}  he  was  straggling  with  a  man  that  Limbrick  held 
at^e  tin^  limbiick  came  to  Stafford's  assistance.  Lim- 
^ick  got  a  man .  whom  Hooper  and  others  rescued  from 
JfjjfiL  The  banner  was  white  calico ;  Stafford  was  stmg- 
jjiipg  £or  it ;  there  was  an  inscription  npqn  it,  '  The  SoI« 
Hf^  are  oi^  Brothers ;  treat  them  kindly.' .  I4inbrick  was 
Ipaocked  down  nearly  at  the  timCi  or  shoved,  down  by  the 
fffop  i  be  sacceeded  at  l^st  in  .getting. the  banner.  I  saw 
)j[oo|Mer  go,  with  many  others,  down  Cpppice-row  \  ther^ 
mtfn  near  a  hundred  of  them.  J  remained  at  the  Cobham's- 
head,  C(^pice-row ;  four  or  five  bondred  remained  be- 
hind in  Spa«»fidds  ;  I  remained  about  an  hour  there." — 
Then,  upon  crofs-ezamiQation,  he  says,  '^  I  am  a  tide- 
-waiter ;  I  am  paid  when  on  duty ;  I  was  a  special  coa- 
atable.  I  have  been  on  duly  as  tide-waiter  more  than  ten 
times  within  five  years.  I  was  stationed  at  the  CobhamV 
Jbead  in  Coppice-row;  about  a  hundred  people  were  there; 
four  or  five  hundred  were  left  in  the  fields.  The  magis- 
ti^ates  were  at  a  room  by  Mi,erlin'sK»ve,  three  doors  from 
the  Merlinf sheave,  a  private  house.  Mr.  Selion .  and 
§ir  Nathiaiiel  Conant  were  there,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Raynsford 
there  about  twelve  or  one  o'clock.  I  sawllf r>  StaOfoid 
jthere,  but  not  in  their  presence ;  whether  Mr.  Stafford  saw 
them  is  matter  of  conjecture  only." 

Then  Moss  Moses  says :  "  I  was  at  Coppice-iow  on  the  ad 
I>e»enD^beri  I  wasnotnear  Mr.Stafford  whenhetook  the  flag; 
I  got  possession  of  the  flag  from  a  man  in  a  sailor's  dress, 
by  desire  of  Limbrick ;  I  believe  that  man  was  struggling 
with  Limbrick ;  this  is  the  flag  I  seized.  The  flag  has  .been 
since^  ait  a  prison  near  Spa-fields ;  I.am  sure  it  is  the  same ;  it 
has  be^n  out  of  my  possession  two  months.    I  should  mf 
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tik^  to  fiweaf  that  it  is  the  sdme  identical  flag.  I  '^ii  not 
4efxltaiiu^d  aboi/t  it  before ;  it  was  cleaner  viheti  I  first  lock 
ft.  -  I  ibuD<f  it  in  the  tiemp-warehouse  in  the  prison.***  ' 
StaiTord  is  then  called  again,  and  says  **  ITie  flag  waa 
torn  in  the  struggle ;  the  piece  torn  off  is  in  my  possession, 
and  exactly  ootresponds ;"  and  he  shews  by  its  fitting  that 
it  is  the  same.  ' 

'.  Thomas  Graves  says,  ^  that  he  lives  al  Cow-cross,  in  the 
way  from' Coppice-row  to  Smithfteld.  On  the  2d  De- 
cember last  i  saw  a  great  mob  passing  my  door  towards 
Smitbfield ;  they  had  a  flag  with  them  of  different  colonrs; 
there  was  som^  noise ;  six  or  seven  hundred  people  passed 
my  door.  I  know  Prestofi,  and  saw  him  there ;  I  had  known 
Fiim  some  time ;  he  spoke  td  me,  told  me  to  take  my- 
things  for  there  would  be  bloody  work,  Preston  went  on 
with  the  mob;  he  is  lame;  the  mob  was  ten  miuutes  ia'^ 
passing  my  dooi*;  the  first  part  was  going  very  quick 
towards'  SiHithfield/'  On  cross-examination,  he  says, 
**  I  had  too  many  goods  out  of  doors  to  attend  to  the  words 
spoken  ;'I  am  a  broker ;  f  had  known  Preston  long  before ; 
be  told  me*  ta  take  in  my  things,  atid  said  there  would 
be  dreaidful  or  bloody  work. 

'  Edwai'd  Hone  says, ''  that  he  was  in  the  service  of  William 
Andrews  Beckwithy  on  the  2d  December,  a  gun-maker, 
No.  58,  Skinner-street>  Snow-hill.    I  was  there  on  the  2d. 
December.    About  twenty  minutes  after  twelve  Mr.  Piatt 
came' into  our  shop  on  business;  Piatt  had  finished  hid 
business,  and  was  going ;  a  person  rushed  into  the  shop 
with  a  pistol  in  his  band;  no  persons  collected  about  the 
shop ;  a' short  man,  five  feet  four  or  five  feet  five,  thin 
visaged  and  prominent  chin;  he  seemed  twenty^two  or 
twenty- three  y^ars  old;    he  demanded  arms,    and  said^' 
*  Arms,  arms ! '  Mr.  Piatt  turned  round,  and  put  a  hand  on. 
each  of  the  man's  shoulders;  he  said,  according  tomy* 
recollection,  'My  good  fellow,  consider  what  yon  are- 
Vol.  II.  Gg 
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6iu$be4f  til?  pbtol  wai  $KeiL''-*-NQW,  if  «  pemm  bid  W^i 
^ngagfd  in  a  kgal  )>«siii^w»  ioalefid.  oC  beiog  in  the  act  jiC 
4aaao4ipg  arms^  thai  k^^fioaitiaii  wquM  aHot  hftve  caHed 
lattk  hii  MBgef.r^*^  loamodialelj  afterwaidf  before  the  am« 
leace  W8«  fiiiiihed,L  ibe  piatol  was  iifed ;  the  Wppd  of  M«« 
Phtt's  coat  was  torti ;  Mr.  Piatt  clapped  hU  hand  ta  bk 
beH]r>  wd  said, '  1  aaa  lironnded.  fejui^  me  a  siurgeao,  for 
Cod'aaahe»  fetch  me  %awgo>q/  Piatt  aaid,  '  Don't  I01 
him  go;  I  said,  '  Hq,  Sit,  *  be  ahatt  aol  go.'  He  m< 
peaiedr  *  Fetch  aie  a  sorgeooy  i  an  weonded/  The 
fBfmm  wbo  woanded  him  chaoke4  the  piatal  down  q» 
ibe  appventicet  beach,  aod  said,  *  1 9m  a  surgeon,  I  wUI 
epianiiae  hiia/  PUntsajm  *  No,  bo^  Cslcb  me  a  saigeoii/ 
Sairenl  neighbours  came  io>  and  a  aian  of  the  aam^  •£ 
Worsali,  a  coBstabfe,  oame  in,  and  took  the  mas  in  charge; 
aiwieahudredpe^leeaUectedabQmt.thiasbopMlooi.  I 
deUteredthe  asan  la  Wonatt^  and  I  went  oiUb  lo  cleai  thft 
people  aaraj  ^  I  got  them  pretty  ar^  i^a][,  and  gal  into 
|||0  shop  again,  and  saw^  a  mob  goby  of  oearij  thaea  at 
i>Qr  huacbed,  with  tii-oolaiued  flaga ;  the  au>b  cried  oiit^ 
*  This  is  the  shop,"  and  retamed  back  in  &yamwolea.  I 
sfol;e  to  ihem,  ^  My  good  fellows,  what  do  yon  want ; 
4oa'i  bun  Mr.  Beckwith,  he  wishea  w^  to  the  cansat^ 
A  peraon  mlbe  deem  of  abiewer's.sefvani,  sloiodin.ap  afe- 
titade  to  break  die  wiadowe;  I  said,. '  The  yooag  mai^  ia 
gaae,  he  has  made  his  eaoape/  The  mob  cried,  *  We 
wfU  have  Um  GUI;'  and  one  of  the  mob  cried  'TaTawev- 
hilL'  I  said,  ^  ToTowef-UU,  my  hoys,.'  to  get  tbem  eway 
if  1  could.  They  did  aoi  aeem  satM^^d^  ami  said  tbof 
nouU  have  him ;  I  aaid  he  bad  goM  deam  $e%<!oal4aaa^ 
Xlm  yomag  iboa  appeased  ait  three  paiJt  atajrs  >  the  nmb 
thea  begaa  to  be  very  infiiciatad;  thej  said,  ^  Thtie 
ba  ia,  i)kre  will  have  him  ou^'  They  b^oke  iha  wiwloie^ 
end  took  gaoa,.  and  wkb  tha  bat.  ends  bmke  the  wiadaw 
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Asme»|  ib^y  took  oiil  a  gicat  ^MBtiiy  of  guns  w4 
t^iatob;  Ihe  skdp  wai  Irtctally  ckated.  I  saw  tb^m  britig 
gttDs  ott  ifom  the  Aop  and  shop-window  afkl  coanting* 
house;  tliaay  of  ibem  were  for  exportatioa.  They  dis-^ 
tribated  them  fronting  the  door,  and  said,  '  Here  are  arias^ 
my  bojrs**  Powder  and  shot  were  alsa  taken  from  the 
ahop,  with  which  they  loaded  them  at  the  door.  I  was 
so  confused^  that  if  I  had  not  taken  a  drop  of  spiritr  I 
Aonid  have  dropped.  I  afterwards  saw  the  young  man 
come  out  of  the  sliop  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand ;  the  moh 
cleared  away  greatly ;  he  joined  the  people,  and  they  went 
towards  Newgate^atreet.'' 

On  his  eros»»examiAatton,  he  says,  *^  I  attended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  but  waa  not  exaaiined.  I  was  talking  with 
Mr.  Piatt ;  be  put  his  hand  on  each  slK>idder  of  the  yonng 
man  suddenly,  and  then  the  pistol  went  off.  It  might  be 
m  second  between  bis  laying  bold,  and  the  firing  of  the 
pistol.  There  seemed  great  regret  in  the  young  man ;  he 
bit  bis  lips,  and  looked  very  sortowfal ;  there  were  three  or 
four  folks  following  him.  They  decamped,  and  I  shut  the 
door  HKjrself.  Nobody,  tbeugb  the  guns  were  exposed, 
adteDipced  to  touch  one  of  them.  I  did  not  first  say,  '  To 
the  Tower."  They  did  not  seem  satisfied ;  I  heard  the  ery 
of  *  We  will  bate  him  out.'  The  attack  on  the  shop  was 
when  theyauBg  man  was  obRcvved  abo^ve  stairs ;  I  mever 
saw  the  young  man  before,  or  since.  I  gate  the  pistol 
So  the  apprentice  Roberts,  and  bid  bim  take  care  of  it 
He  took  k  up  belinre  the  boase  was  broken  open.** 

The  next  witness  called  is  Mr.  Richard  Piatt.  He  say% 
^  Oa  the  seoood  of  December  last,  I  was  at  Mr.  Beck- 
with's  shop  in  Skianep-street ;  I  was  sfteaking  to  the  fbro- 
■Mli ;  a  young  man  rushed  into  the  shop,  stamped  hid  foot, 
and  cried,  '  iirms  i  arms  V  we  want  arms/  He  fixed  his 
eyes  upon  Beckwitk's  man,  then  upon  me ;  he  raised  bit 
piatoiy  and  cocked  it,,  and  was  ki  the  act  of  bringing  it  to  my 
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hreeist ;  I  stnick  it  with  1117  left  haod,  to  catch  the  ini]22l« 
of  the  pistol.  He  drew  it  from  me;  brought  it  rounds  and 
«hot  me  in  the  belly.  The  ball  entered  four  ioches  firom  mj 
naval.  I  immediatclj  said,-  *  Yon  hare  shot  me/  I  closed 
with  bim,  and  eadeavoared  to  catch  the  pistol  a  second 
time ;  I  pressed'  on  him,  and  then  he  stmck  me  with  the 
butt-end  of  the  pistol.  I  aaid>  *  You  have  shot  me ;  what 
did  you  shoot  me  for  ?  I  am  one  of  you  j  send  for  a  sur- 
geon/ He  said, '  I  am  a  surgeon  myself/  He  exclaimed, 
threw  his  bands  up,  and  said,  '  I  am  a  misled  young  man  ; 
I  have  been  to  Spa*fields.'  He  attempted  to  pass  me ;  ( 
stopped  him,  and  said, '  I  must  have  you  secured/  After 
this,  I  intreated  somebody  to  come  in ;  and  said,  '  That 
man  must  be  secured.'  Before  I  went  up,  a  constahle 
came,  and  searched  him,  and  in  his  pockets  a  pair  of  lan- 
cets were  found.  We  were  a  connderable  time  in  the 
coonting-house  together ;  a  surgeon  came,  and  we  went 
up  stairs.  I  sent  for  an  hand-cuff.  I  heard  a  great  rattle 
below,  and  a  crash.  I  and  another  person  with  me  finally 
^escaped  over  a  back  way  for  safety  J* 
.  On  his  cross-examination,  be  says,  ''  I  only  caught  the 
pistol  with  my  hand,  as  he  entered  the  shop.  I  did  not  put . 
my  bands  upon  hU  shoulders,  nor  till  he  had  thrown  his 
pistol  up ;'  I  did  not  put  my  hands  upon  his  shoulder,  but 
in  the  act  of  striking  at  the  pistol  my  hands  went  over  his 
shoulder.  He  was  a  very  thin  man.  There  was  no  iuten* 
don  on  my  part  to  wrestle  with  him,  but  to  try  and  catch 
the  pistol.  I  did  not  think  bis  expressions  of  concern  were 
sincere;  for  i^  was  instantly  calm,  and  tried  to  slide  away 
from  me.  There  might  be  fifteen  minutes  between  the  time 
I  was  wounded,  and  my  hdaring  the  crash." 

John  Roberts,  the  apprentice  to  Mr.Beckwith  is  ther 
cdled*  He  says,  ''  I  was  in  the  shop  with  Mr.  Piatt  on 
the  second  of  December;  I  heard  the  report  of  the  pistol ; 
the  young  man  put  the  pistol  on  my  beach.    When  be  ha^ 
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ftllcd  it,  I  took  it  tip ;  it  was  given  to  Mr. WorralK  He 
took  the  youog  man  up  stairs,  the  shop  was  nearly  cleared  ;- 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  in  it;  I  saw  the 
young  man  take  a  pair  of  pistols  out  of  a  mahogany  case^ 
and  load  ihem  with  powder  and  ball,  when  I  stood  beside 
bim.  Tliere  were  balls  in*  the  mahogany  case.  I  said, 
*  ]My  boys,  we  have  got  plenty  of  ammunition  and  arms^- 
and  we'll  be  off/  I  pretending  to  be  one  of  the  party. 
He  went  out  towards  Newgate-street,  looked  round  the 
mob,  went  in  tb^  same  direction,  and  I  never  saw  him 
after.  The  mob  were  nearly  gone  then,  having  plundered 
the  shop.  In  sweeping  the  shop  a  day  or  two  afterwards^ 
I  found  n  pair  of  lancets,  and  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Beck* 
with  ;  the  name  of  Watson  was  scratched  on  one,  when  I 
found  it.  I  saw  the  name  of  Watson  afterwards  on  it, 
when  it  was  examined  before  the  Lord  Mayor.  I  took  up 
the  pistol  directly  it  was  thrown  down  ;  I  kept  the  pistol 
in  my  hands,  and  afterwards  gave  it  to  somebody  for  the 
officer.  I  said  to  the  grand  jury  what  1  have  mentioned. 
Mr.  Beveridge  was  the  surgeon  who  came." 

Gentlemen,  the  name  of  Watson  upon  the  lancets  is 
Yiot  conclusive,  unless  it  should  appear  that  the  younger 
Watson  had  th^m  before.  I  think  that  circumstance^ 
therefore,  may  be  thrown  out  of  your  consideration ;  it  is 
not  very  material. 

William  Andrews  Beckwith  says,  *'  I  received  two 
lancets  the  second  or  third  morning  after  the  mob  bad 
beeoat  my  house.  I  examined  them  immediately,  and 
discovered  the  name  of  Watson  oti  them,  by  the  help  of 
a  glass.  I  lost  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  value  of  guns  and  different  arms  that  day ;  thirty 
-ot  forty  guns,  and  double  the  number  of  pistols,  that  is 
considerably  nvithin  the  number  of  those  which  were  taken 
away ;  and  one  or  two  s words ;  powder  and  shot,  powde 
flasks  and  ammunition,  and  shooting  instruments." 
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George  HadewoodWon»U  it  lliefteiUed.  li^9^js,'*Ok 
the  aecond  of  Ikecember  I  wm  •  coosuble  of  the  city  of 
Londooi  aod  tbat  day  I  was  at  Mr.  Beckwitb's»  I  was 
•oit  for;  I  foaod  a  great  number  of  gentleraeii,  tucteea  or 
aereoteen  in  the  shop  aad  oDtuHing^hoose ;  I  took  a  yomig 
aaao  into  coitodj ;  1  laid  hold  of  the  cuff  of  hit  coat  and 
tearched  him,  and  found  some  papers  in  hit  pocket ;  my 
matk  is  on  them,  it  wat  put  on  some  days  afterwards ;  I 
left  them  with  Mr.  WouUier ;  I  believe  them  to  be  the 
tame ;  before  I  could  take  tbem  into  my  possessioo  the 
mob  came;  I  asked  to  go  back  from  the  Lord  Mayor's; 
I  foaod  these  papers  near  where  I  first  lud  them/' — You 
Teeollect,  Gentlemen,  that  an  account  is  given  of  the 
kngth  of  time  be  was  separate  from  them,  and  some  of 
the  papers  being  taken  avvay,  u(e  did  not  think  there  was 
proof  sufficient  to  permit  them  to  be  read  in  evidence. — - 
^  I  found  some  on  a  stool  and  some  on  tbe  ledge  of  a 
window  close  by ;  tbeae  are  the  papers  I  found  wheu  I 
went  back,  there  are  six  of  them ;  I  marked  the  pistol 
before  I  gave  it  to  Wontner ;  I  found  it  when  I  was  searcb- 
iog  him ;  I  took  him  up  three  pair  of  stairs." 

Oo  his  cross-examination  he  says,  ''  I  was  absent  two 
hours  before  I  returned ;  I  found  some  papers,  with  a  key, 
which  I  took  from  the  young  man's  person^  I  unlocked 
the  door  of  a  house,  where  I  understood  he  lodged,  with 
this  key;  the  house  was  in  Hyde-ttreet,  Blobmsbury; 
Fogg,  cme  of  the  marshal's  men,  went  with  me;  I  tried 
tlie  key ;  the  papers  were  out  of  my  possession  a  day  or 
two  before  I  marked  them ;  I  marked  them  at  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State's  office;  I  put  the  key  and  tbe  papers  on  a 
counting-house  stool  and  oo  the  ledge  of  the  window ;  there 
were  not  half  the  papers  left  when  I  came  back  ;  Roberts, 
I  believe,  was  in  tbe  shop  when  the  pistol  was  delivered  to 
me ;  I  hid  the  pistol  first  at  my  own  house ;  1  kept  it  in 
my  own  possession  till  I  marked  it."~Tbat  is  disUnctlf 
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Itfcmtified  by  the  mark  vpoii  it. — *^  Zatebeus  Binmster  w^ 
the  hiidiord  of  the  house  when  I  wt^nt  with  the  kej.'' 
'  Sir  Jatmes  Shaw  says,  '^  On  the  aeoond  of  December 
Inst^  I  was  at  the  Hoyal  Exchange,  tit  half  pasttkvelreg 
I  saw  the  mob  first  in  CornhiU }  the  Lonl  Mayor  and  I 
^ent  in  ponnit  of  them;  they  crossed  the  front  of  tbt 
Royal  £x«hai%6;  we  rushed  through  the  Royal  Exchangi 
10  take  them  in  {hmt  on  the  odier  side,  the  Lord  Mayor 
«md  I  having  remted  inibruation  of  prior  occurrenceia^ 
dejtermined  on  putting  them  down.  {  seieed  several  of 
them,  and  one  fiag  of  three  colours,  extended  on  a  very 
fottg  pde ;  I  did  not  then  perceive  any  arms;  I  seized  the 
colours,  and  their  bearer,  nnd  the  pole ;  I  believe  that  the 
flag  I  kept  in  my  possession  till  delivered,  with  the  prt«^< 
#ciner>  Itt  the  bar  at  Lloyd's  coffee^bonse ;  the  pole  I  could 
•have  spolcen  to  positively ;  there  were  three  inscriptions, 
^  Nature  to  feed  the  hungry/  and  so  oh,  the  same  inscrip- 
tion as  on  the  flag ;  it  was  of  the  same  colours  and  marked 
in  the  same  way.  I  saw  one  musket  taken  from  a  man ; 
two  muskets  were  fired  under  the  door  of  the  Exchange 
into  the  centre,  after  the  men  aud  flag  were  ti^ken  and  the 
dopts  shut ;  I  heard  the  report  of  two ;  several  of  the  men 
I  bad  seisied  were  in  the  Royal  Exchange ;  Jt  do  not  know 
what  the  guns  were  loaded  with.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  I 
weut  to  meet  the  mob|  wiA  Mr*  White  and  two  coo* 
stables}  we  got  ^ve  constablta  in  all;  the  whole  party 
consisted  of  eight;  we  had  no  arms  with  us ;  we  first  sa# 
the  mob  passing  the  south  lide  of  the  Royal  Exchange, 
none  of  tfaem  were  on  the  north  side ;  we  dispersed  them 
fot  that  time;  I  oannot  say  that  there  was  much  resist* 
Vice;  the  tt^Q  ^ho  had  the  colours  strugg^  to  retain 
them;  there  was  no  personal  alarm  in  any  of  Mr  party; 
preparations  were  made  before  the  second  of  Deoembar 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  metropolis; 
the  lii0efiing  was  a  flatter  of  ^etieml  notoriety;  the  Losd 
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Mayor  and  I,  having  received  intimation  that  a  suaSL 
remnant  of  the  rioters  had  gone  to  the  east  of  the  citj,  we 
pursued  them;  on  hearing  they  were  dispersed,  we  re- 
tnrned.  The  attack  on  the  Aoyal  Exchange  was  very 
momentary;  the  shot  were  fired  under  the  door  of  the 
Royal  Exchange,  after  the  dispersion  of  the  mob." — ^He 
is  shewn  a  pole,  and  he  says,  **  This  is.  not  the  pole." 
.  There  was,  then,  a  discussion  respecting  the  reading  of 
the  papers ;  but,  I  have  stated,  they  were  not  considered 
by  the  Court  to  be  sufficiently  identified  to  render  it  proper 
to  admit  them  in  evidence  against  the  prisoner. 

Thomas  Taylor  says,  "  On  the  day  of  the  mpb  I  was  in 
*Hoandsditch ;  I  saw  it  there  going  to  the  Minories.  I 
have  seen  nobody  since  who  was  then  going  with  the  mob  4 
I  do  not  recollect  any  of  them.  The  mob  went  on  towards 
the  Minories  very  quick.  I  observed  a  man  walking  with 
the  mob  who  was  lame ;  he  was  looking  at  the  mob,  with 
guns  on  their  shoulders." 

.  Erancis  Kinnersley,  a  constable,  says,  *^  I  was  in  the 
Minories,  on  the  second  of  December.  I  saw  the  mob 
there;  they  had  arms,  guns^  pistols,  and  cutlasses.  The 
(gunsmiths  shops  had  been  broken  open;  I  did  not  see 
Brander  and  Potts's  then,  but  I  afterwards  saw  that  and 
.Kea's,  they  had  been  broken  open  before  I  got  there.  I 
saw  Mr.  Preston  among  the  mob  three  di£Perent  times,  at 
different  places ;  I  was  ten  or  twenty  minutes  there  before 
the  soldiers  came.  On  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers,  the 
mob  dispersed  in  all  directions;  some  were  taken  with 
guns,  and  others  threw  them  away ;  forty  or  fifty  gnns, 
besides  pistols  and  cutlasses,  and  one  piece  of  cannon,  and 
secured  that  also.  A  great  assemblage  of  the  people  re- 
mained after  the  mob  first  dispersed.  I  saw  Preston 
amongst  the  mob  at  that  time :  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  him." 

On  cross-examination  he  says,  ^'  I  was  examined  by  the 
Lord  Mayor,  and  I  stated,  that  Prestoa  stood  with  bis 
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iiaads  in  front,  and  did  pot  hiss.      He  stood  quietly ;  { 
stated  so  at  the  Lord  Mayor's;  I  observed  him  only  accif 
dentally.  I  live  in  Hanover-court,  Houndsditch ;  I  hiearda 
great  noise,  and  inquired  the  cause  of  it*    On  the  soldiers 
coming,  the  mob  dispersed,  and  threw  away  their  aims  in 
all  directions  ;  some  of  them  used  degrading  language  to 
ihe  soldiers,  and  behaved  in  an  outrageous  manner." 
.    On  his  re-examination  be  says,  **  On  my  coming  out^ 
I  found  all  the  shops  shut  up;  every  shop  in  the  Minories 
was  shut  up,  and  all  business  was  suspended." 
.    John  Hall  says,  '^  I  am  a  merchant  in  London,  and 
^igh  Sheriff  of  Essex ;  my  business  is  carried  on  in  the 
Circus  ia  the  Minories.    On  the  second  of  December,  I 
WW  a  mob  there;  1  went  to  Mr.  Rea's  shop,  and  assisted 
him  to  close  it  up*    1  had  heard  what  had  happened  at 
Mr.  Beckwith's ;  they  arrived  higher  up  the  Minories  at 
Brander  and  Potts's,  with  pickaxes  and  the  butt-ends  of 
inuskets.    I  then  saw  one  of  the  mob  make  an  aperture  in 
.•a  fan-light  window,  and  break  the  shutters  of  the  shop- 
windows;  I  saw  him  remove  the  arms  in  the  shop,  and 
hand  them  to  the  populace;  those  who  were  on  the  out- 
side were  occupied  in  loading  their  guns,  and  firing  thetti 
into  the  air ;  they  repeatedly  loaded  them.  1  nding  no 
military  or  police  about  to  resist  them,  I  went  to  ihf 
Tower  to  get  assistance ;  it  was  refused  me.    I  then  re- 
turned to  the  Minories,  and  fixed  myself  near  Rea's  ahop, 
,  to  which  the  mob  had  then  arrived,  with  a  view  of  mark^ 
ing  the  leaders  of  the  party.    I  observed  them  attentively; 
they  were  then  attacking  the  door  of  Mr.Hewson's  apart- 
ments, above  stairs,  to  get  a  passage  into  Rea's  house, 
.  throDgh  his  apartments.    That  door  afforded  great  resist-* 
ance ;  they  were  at  least  ten  minutes  in  getting  admission 
at  that  door.    Pick-axes  and  butt-ends  of  muskets  wei;e 
.used  to  make  an  opening,    A  small  tous  field-pieoe  was 
brought  up,  opposite  the  door^  to  fire  in,  as  I  suppose,  to 
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fet  entry  at  tfaft  door*  1%6  itaddbg  Wft«i  hlKftgkig  Mt  ol 
the  mouth  of  it,  Aod  it  teemed  to  be  filled  n{>  wkh  some^ 
Amg.  I  retired  a  little  way  from  the  door;  the  doOf 
heiag  forced,  they  rushed  into  the  house*  Rea's  flhof»  wm 
plundered  of  the  arms,  and  they  were  di^livered  out  at  t^ 
arindoiTy  in  one  street,  and  the  door  of  the  other*  Sinot 
I  came  into  Coart,  I  have  observed  that  man,  Thii^tlei» 
irood ;  I  am  c«rmia  that  he  was  thene^  and  that' be  #aa 
aetiTe ;  the  colour  of  his  whiskers  appeared  lighter  th^ 
than  now,  but  I  have  no  doabt  $»  to  the  rest  of  his  contite- 
imoce.  He  wore  a  great  coat  ^ai,  close  buttoned.  He 
liad  no  weapon  then.  I  saw  Done  of  the  other  prisonei^;' 
one  Simmonds  was  there  also>  who  has  been  since  eoor 
dieted.  I  applied  to  seveml  of  the  mob,  to  -deli  ver  np  their 
arms  before  the  militaiy  arrivedi  wkioh  seveml  of  them  dkt. 
I  have  never  seen  Thistlewood  since.  When  I  saw  him, 
he  was  sitting  here  as  a  prisoner;  I  never  stiw  him^  but 
en  that  day*  1  saw  no  disposuton  in  the  mob  to  do  itny 
^rsonal  violencei  their  object  was,  to  obtain  arms.  THcy 
fined,  as  in  commemoration  of  th^ir  victory  In  obtaining 
them*  When  they  first  appeared  at  Brander  and  Potts's, 
I  thought  twenty  people  could  have  disanned  them.  Afr 
terwmds  four  or  five  hundred  ccdlected.  I  coi^Id  not  see 
any  specific  object  tbey  had  in  obtaining  arms.  They 
went  up  theMinories,  towards  Aldgate,  from  the  ToiVer. 
At  the  Tower,  the  officer  on  guard  said^  he  bad  no  <irien 
to  tnove  tlie  trdops«  I  thought  a  file  of  twenty  soldiers 
wottld  have  been  sufficient.  When  I  returned  from  the 
Tower^  there  were  four  or  five  hundred  persons;  the  mob 
was  dmuting  and  bnzsaing,  and  there  were  drunken 
women  with  sabres  in  their  hands.  I  thought  there  was 
serious  danger;  when  I  set  myself  to  observe  the  leaders, 
and  went  to-  the  Tower  for  assistimce.'' 

Mr.  Beckwitb  then  says,  **  These  are  the  lancets  which 
wen  delivetfed  t6  me  fay  my  appreftttee ;  they  have  been 
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W  my  cttttody  tiWt  aisoe;  nobodj  imk had tacets  to  thedl 
HOCej  saa»  to  make  marks  on  them.  I  har<ete€n '  WafeMm^ 
narked  od  tbem  with  a  glast.  There  irere  fbrty  guiw  and 
|>etween  leventy  and  eighty  pUtok  taken.  The  lancets 
were  not  produced  at  the  Old  Bailey/' 

The  next  witness  is  another  guo^makery  Mr,  Mactui 
Braoder:  hesays^  **  About  a  quarter  pt»t  one^  the  rioters 
eame  before  our  house;  they  said,  ^  This  is  thehouse.  No.  70, 
|n  the  Minories/  Tlie  whole  shop  is  open  to  the  street; 
we  had  shut  op  just  before  the  mob  came.  When  they 
eame,  they  said^  '  This  is  the  house ;  if  you  do  not  open 
the  door,  we  will  break  into  the  house,  and  knock  it 
down.'  Several  guns  were  fired  into  the  air  in  die  street; 
they  began  hammering  against  the  shutters  with  pole-axes 
}ike  hatchets ;  thej  broke  the  shutters  through,  and  then 
forced  them  down.  A  young  lad  got  in  through  the  tiay* 
light,  and  asked  for  arms;  he  received  a  sword  and  pistol, 
from  without ;  he  then  advanced  through  the  diop  into  the 
counting-house  {  he  stood  over  Mr.  Potts,  my  partner, 
with  a  pistol  presented  to  bis  breast  in  one  hand,  and  k 
cutlass  in  the  other*  He  handed  out  arms  at  the  fanlight; 
the  knocking  at  the  shutters  increased ;  they  broke  the 
shutters  and  glass  down ;  when  they  all  got  in,  they  kepT 
banding  arms  into  the  street  There  were  above  twenty 
people  in  the  shop ;  they  took  thirty  or  forty  guns,  b^ 
iwe^n  forty  and  fifty  pair  of  pistols,  swords  of  difiTereait 
sorts,  dirks,  and  pikes;  more  than  three  doaeo  swonk; 
the  pikes  were  long  staves,  with  iron  at  the  end.  They 
took  also  four  pounds  of  powder,  and  three  or  four  bags 
of  shot,  and  several  flints.  It  was  Dartford  powder.  They 
took  two  hundred  weight  of  bullets  and  small  shot.  We 
had  just  time  to  close  the  shop  before  they  came*  They 
were  about  twenty-five  minutes  from  the  commencement 
to  their  departure.  There  was  no  personal  vicdence  ofieied, 
except^  as  1  stated,  to  Mr.  Potts»    There  were  twelve  or 
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fearteen  firingi  ia'die'  air  of  guns  at  different  timed ;  l)w  ' 
^QS  were  loaded  to  the  muzzle  with  bits  of  sione,  9uu 
One  pbtol  bmst,  and  blew  a  man's  finger  off.  I  kept  my 
temper,  for  resistance  was  useless.  I  sent  to  the  Tower 
for  a  score  of  men  ;  I  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  officer 
trhat  number.  I  think  a  dozen  red  coati  would  have 
done*  I  did  not  go  to  see  if  there  was  any  attack  on  the 
Tower.  I  conceived  they  came  to  our  house  to  procure 
lurms ;  I  do  not  know  what  tbey  meant  to  do  with  them. 
I  think  if  soldiers  had  been  sent  from  the  Tower,  the 
vrhole  of  the  people  in  the  shop  might  easily  have  been 
taken.  They  could  not  get  out  without  getting  over  a 
)>eQch,  and  they  might  therefore  easily  have  been  made 
prisoners.  It  was  a  serious  subject  of  alarm  to  us,  and  "^ 
serious  injury.  Our  servants  were  then  alJ  absent  at 
dinner." 

The  next  witness  called  is  Thomas  Rea ;  he  is  a  gun« 
tnaker  in  the  Minories.  He  says,  **  My  house  is  nearer 
Tower-hill  than  Brander  and  Potu's.  On  the  2d  Decern* 
l>cr,  I  saw  persons  coming  in  the  Minories,  and  the  people 
^hutting  up  their  shops ;  with  the  assistance  of  my  ser- 
'vants^  I  locked  my  shop,  and  put  up  the  shutters  and  bars. 
J  went  into  the  garret,  and  I  saw  a  large  mob  opposite  my 
door.  They  broke  the  bars  and  casement,  and  stripped 
die  shop  to  a  veiy  coosiderarble  amount;  muskets,  fowling* 
pieces,  swords,  pikes,  and  every  article  we  deal  in.  They 
j^t  into  the  shop,  and  demolished  three  desks ;  they 
broke  the  windows  of  my  parlour;  seventy  or  eighty 
fowling-pieces,  seventy  or  et^ty  pair  of  pistols,  pocket 
«nd  holster,  twenty  pikes,  and  about  thirty  swords  <^ 
different  sorts ;  Nothing  else.  I  went  upon  the  leads,  and 
iescaped.to  a  neighbour's- house  just  by.  I  do  not  sleep  at 
my  shop.  Part  of  the  house  is  let  out  to  Mr.  liewson. 
,1  left  the  place  as  soon  as.  they  were  in  the  house.  Many 
9f  ^J  arms  wer^  thrown  down  in  the  Minori^i  and 
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)>icked  Qp  again^  in  about  three  qnarters  of  an  hour! 
There  were  troops  there  hefore  I  got  back.  An  officer  of 
police  took  a  steel  moanted  gan,  which  was  taken  from 
my  shop,  to  the  police  oflSbe.  A  brass  carronade,  a  three^ 
pounder;  was  taken  out  oiTmy  shop.  Prior  to  mj  conning 
back^  the  military  came,  and  the  arms  were  thrown  away. 
The  soldiers  remained  there  all  night  until  next  day.  The 
mob  continued  all  night.  The  soldiers  were  there  with 
their  horses**  The  soldiers  were  keeping  the  people  apart 
as  much  as  possible ;  they  remained  to  protect  os.  I  lost 
three  hundred  weight  of  small  shot,  and  one  pound  of 
powder.    I  cannot  say  that  there  were  any  bullets." 

John  Middleton,  a  stationer,  says,  ''  Mr.  Beckwith's 
shop  is  a  hundred  yards  irom  my  house.  I  wa»at  home 
ftt  noon  on  the  2d  of  December ;  I  saw  many  persons  pass 
our  house  to  go  to  Beckwith's,  eighty  or  a  hundred,  the 
mob,,  the  rest  following  the  mob.  I  saw  John  Hooper ;  he 
is  the  only  person  now  in  Court  that  I  recollect  to  have 
seen  there ;  he  wore  a  cockade  in  his  hat  of  narrow  ribbons 
of  two  or  three  colours ;  there  was  a  flag  also  of  three 
colours  similar  to  this.  My  partner  and  I  went  into  ouit 
balcony^;  we  heard  one  or  two  shots  fired;  our  house  it 
nearer  Newgate-street.  They  stationed  themselves  three 
or  four  minutes  in  front  of  our  house,  and  seemed  to  be 
consulting.  Hooper  carried  a  stick  in  his  hand,  and  ap* 
peared  to  have  the  direction  of  the  mob.  During  khil 
consultation,  there  was  a  great  shout  at  Mr.  Beckwith^a 
bouse,  upon  wliich  the  persons  consulting  before  my  house 
returned  ■  to  Mr.  Beckwith's  house.  Hooper  moved  his 
stick  in  difierent  directions,  and  pointed  once  to  Beckwith's 
house,  and  went  with  the  mob  towards  Beckwith's  bouse; 
they  remained  there  some  minutes.  When  the  flag  waf 
opposite  to  my  house,  I  think  Hooper  took  the  flag  for  ii 
minute;  he  was  talking  to  the  person  who  bad  the  flag.^ 
After  Beckwith's  guns  were  taken^  ike  mob  passed  our 
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hamt  9g^%,  dmrgimg  and  iriog  their  piion  as  tbey  went 
dbog.  There  had  been  a  shMtctBediwith't  home  befere 
Hoopor  pttonied ;  they  begiia  to  demoGtli  Mr.  Beckwidi'f 
boote  befeic  Hooper  got  hack  there*  I  bate  no  dodbt  of 
Hoopcs^s  penon,  aor  of  his  being  diere. 

Me.  Edvafd  While  aays^  *'  I  tias  in  a  pmate  pailnvr  ai 
Ae  Manaioa-hoaae^  when  news  wat  baooght  there  thatc 
people  were  oamiog  dawa  Aldengateatreet.  We  were 
coaMOg  down  Princeattreci,  and  the  mob  were  paasing 
the  end  of  k;  the  mob  geaerally  passed  bj .  the  Royal 
Exchange,  aad  went  down  Sveetiii|ft-4d]ey,  I  aade  mj 
way  throagh  the  body  of  the  Royal  Exchange;  we  rushed 
i&to  the  taolv  and  aeised  Ibe  Qag»  aad  the  person  who 
bore  it;  I  aisbted  m  taUag  him.  I  wrenched  a  doabfe* 
baneUcd  gnn  from  oae  pevon  mj«elf  ^  there  appeared  • 
good  many  arms  amoogst  them;  two  or  three  piatds  were 
ixed  altogethet*  I  seized  a  man.  There  waa  a  piatol 
fired  throagh  the  legs  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  me,  when 
we  w^ve  shotting  the  gates,  I  went  for  the  n^ilitary  my- 
self. I  saw  no  more  of  the  mob-;  there  was  no  teadeney 
to  violeaoe  after  the  aulitary  came ;  I  foand  the  railAtary 
at  the  ligbl-Horse  stablcsi  in  Gray  VInn-Iane,  about  fiftj 
huicers.  \  had  ao  credeaiaals^  and  had  soaie  diflfealiy  m 
getting  them.  There  was  no  attempt  at  resUtMice  but  bj 
«me  Bmo>  who  had  the  douUe-barrdled  gun,  whose  coUm 
I  seiaed*  The  maa  witl^the  flag  straggled  bead,  and  said| 
be  had  had  kodly  ashort  troke  in  hta  baad;  the  uiob  waa 
ae«  all  diipersed  when  I  left  ibe  Iiord  Mayor*  I  mv  a 
aian  oa  horsebai*fc  whom  I  thoQgbi  of  seiang,  as  be  migbf 
b9:<:enceaied  uk  the  Bsob>  bat,.0Qt  orasidesatioa,  I  thoai^ft 
k  heat  U)  go  after  soUiets^  than  to  seiae  him^  I  tfamigbthie 
wat  addreming  the  mob^  The  Lord  Maycfer  and  I  bath 
thought  it  highly  escpcdtenti  io  caQ  i»  the  mtbtary,  blood 
Wing  beea  drawa,  askl  anas*  fimd, 
,  Jobsi  Uadgetfts  sajrs^  ^'  Iwm  at  the  ilajial  Earchanga 
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^lH>vt;  oBif  €ir'<?)ock  on  the  ^  of  Decemb^Cf  There  w«»  # 
VK>b;  thei^  tuvgbl  be  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  6fty  ia 
Ui^t  particular  part.  I  bod  seen  a  larger  body  previousljf 
t>efore  the  Mansion-hou^e;  gtma  and  pUtols  were  fice4* 
I  law  Um  middle  man  there,  Hooper>  very  active,  and  took 
}^  i^to  the  Bioyal  Exchange ;  the  Lord  Mayor  £[>llowe4 
n^e-y,!  Inarched  his  persoo,  and  found  the  butt-end  of  two 
pfetgls  between  his  coat  and  greaucoat;  I  took  thenci  irooi 
iiijoaj  luul  delivered  them  to  one  of  the  Lord  Mayor's 
officers'*  (who  turned  out  to  be  Daniel  CartwrighL)'^  I  as** 
c^tained  tjhat  one  lyas  loaded  with  ball^  a  bullet  came  out 
9n  knocking  i(  on  the  ground." 

Paniel  Cartwrigbt  is  called,  and  he  saya,  '^  X  receive^ 
#  brace  of  pistols  from  Mr«  HodgettSjr  one  was  loaded;  I 
bmii.  it  primed ;  I  wiped  the  priming  cff^  and  took  tbesQ 
ihree  slugs  out  of  one  of  the  pistols." 

On  cix)fis««xamlnation  he  says,  **  He  made  no  attempt 
to  Are  at  mt" 

.  Then  Bichard  Stephens  in  called^  he  says,  '^  I  received 
thftt  brace  of  pibtola  from  Daniel  Cartwright.** 
.  Mr.Hodgetts  is  then  again  examined,  and  be  say%| 
''  Hooper  offered  me  no  violence^  be  desired  me  to  lei 
him  go  'y  be  said  he  would  not  run  away  \  I  stood  by  kina 
liU  an  offijcer  came ;  I  saw  some  flashes  in  thei  air  ^  what 
\  saw,  wa3  fixed  in  tbie  air ;  I  retreated ;  I  saw  no  gun  on 
pistol  levelled  against  any  body ;  I  waB  examined  at  tfa^ 
J^ansionrbausc,  and  stated,  there  as  I  have  dpue  here" 

There  waa  then  called  a  person  of  the  name  of  Hey  ward,. 
tS-  to  Wiom  there  has  been  some  cj^uestion,  he  iiays»  ^  I  saK 
the  mob  oo  the  2d  gf  December  last,  coming  upNew^^ue^ 
8j4;eetto.«a«ds  the  Bank;  I  followed  them  to  the  Minoriev 
i)ihen  the  gunsmiths  shops  were  broken  open.  On  Towc^ 
HiU^  I  waa  observing  the  mob ;  I  saw  a  person  coming 
from  them  to.  Tower  Hill  ^  be  had  a.s;Mrord  and  a  cu^bss;;, 
X  recollect  the  man;  I  believe  him  to b^  the  mnn  if  the 
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Hue  jacket,**  (which  is  ThistlewoocI ;)  ^  he  was  hot  io  th^ 
iame  dress  as  now ;  be  had  a  great  coat  od  then,  and  top 
boots ;  he  came  towards  the  railing  next  the  ditch  of  the 
Tower ;  he  put  his  foot  on  the  railing,  flourished  bis  sword, 
and  said  something  to  tlie  soldiers  on  the  ramparts ;  he 
ofl^red  to  make  the  privates  captains,  and  to  double  their 
pay  if  they  would  come  and  join  them;  [  heant  no  more. 
I  think  the  uoops  were  coming ;  he  pat  his  cutlasB  or 
hanger  under  his  coat,  and  went  away  towards  Mark-lane ; 
I  had  not  qbserved  that  man  before  in  the  mob." 

On  his   cross-examination,  he  says,  ^'  I  am  a  stock- 
jobber ;   I  was  publisher  of  the  Courier ;  I  ceased'  near 
three  y€ars  ago  to  publish  that  paper :  I  swear  to  my  not 
having  published  it  these  two  years.     I  went  to  Tower 
Hill  to  look  after  the  proceedings  of  the  mob ;  I  first  saw 
them  in  Newgate-street ;  I  ran  and  gave  information  at 
the  Bank;  I  dare  say  I  afterwards  told  my  story  to  several 
people.    The  same  day  I  told  to  Mr.  Bent,  at  the  Mitre/ 
at  Stangate,  Lambeth,  all  that  I  have  now  told ;  there  were 
two  or  three  persons  with  him ;  there  was  nobody  there 
but  me,  that  I  knew.   There  was  no  mob  there  at  the  thne 
the  address  was  made  in  front  of  the  Tower;  the  mob  was 
at  die  gunsmith's  on  the  Hill.   I  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  Litch- 
field last  week  ;  I  had  a  note  from  him,  with  a  subpoena; 
I  mentioned  this  in  casual  conversation,  not  to  any  person 
here  ;  1  never  saw  that  marf  before ;  I  have  since ;  I  had 
not  seen  Mr.  Litchfield ;  he  must  have  known  of  nie  by 
hearing  what  I  had  said.   Thistlewood  was  in  the  room  by 
himself,  with  a  warder,  when  I  went  to  the  Tower;  I  men-' 
tioned  this  in  private  company.    I  did  not  know  that 
Mr.  Litchfield  was  trying  to  get  information ;  I  knew  the 
Lord  Mayor  was  sitting  to  get  information ;  the  mob  was 
then  in  sight  at  Rea's  shop,  only  three  doors  from  Tower 
HiU.'^ — It  occurred  to  me  likewise^  that  he  might  have 
mentioned  it  to  somebody  else,  and  I  asked  him,  and  be 
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said,  ^  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Ensor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land." — ^Tbis  is  a  person  whose  credit  they  seek  to  impeachi 
It  appears,  that  he  gave  the  name  of  one  person  on  cross- 
examination  ;  and  on  my  question  of  andther  person,  to 
whom  he  had  made  the  communication  recently,  after 
having  gone  to  the  Bank,  to  give  the  Bank  information  of 
what  was  going  on ;  and  he  mentioned  the  office  in  which 
that  person  then  was,  the  Cheque  Office.  If  the  testimony 
of  this  man  was  to  be  destroyed,  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  have  called  those  persons  to  confront  him,  and 
to  .cut  down  his  evidence ;  but  neither  Bent  nor  Ensor  are 
called  to  contradict  him,  and  therefore  we  must  take  for 
granted  that  he  did  make  those  communications  of  which 
he  has  spoken,  namely,  to  Bent  and  to  Ensor.  No  con- 
tradiction being  offered  on  those  parfs  of  his  evidence,  on 
which  it  might,  if  there  was  ground  for  it. 

Then  Thomas  Edmonds  is  called,  he  says,  '^  I  was  on 
duty  at  the  Tower  on  Monday  the  2d  of  December*  I 
heard  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of  the  mob;  I  looked 
towards  the  Minories ;  a  person  addressed  the  soldiers,  and 
said,  *  Open  the  gates,  we  will  give  you  a  hundred  guineas.' 
fl'eceived  orders  to  go  on  the  parade ;  I  quitted,  and  beard 
no  more  of  it.  I  was  going  along  the  ramparts  inside  of 
the  Tower,  betwixt  tlie  two  great  bastions ;  the  person 
^called  out  '  Soldiers ;'  I  only  was  there ;  another  man  was 
further  on ;  the  wiJIs  of  the  parapet  are  about  four  feet 
high  in  the  inside;  the  man  stood  within  the  rails ;  there 
were  no  trees  there ;  I  could  be  seen  a  foot  and  half  above 
the  parapet ;  the  other  soldier  was  before  me ;  I  went  as 
fast  as  I  could  go ;  my  comrade  was  before  me.  T  went 
on  parade  then;  I  mentioned  what  I  had  heard  to  all 
standing  round ;  I  do  not  remember  any  body  coming  to 
the  Tower  to  ask  for  military  assistance.'' 
'  In  addition  to  Heyward  and  Edmonds,  there  is  another 
person  of  the  name  oi  Darlington  called  ;  he  says^  "  I  was 
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#  private  of  tbt  Cf>14fttveacB ;  1  waaoo  the  rampartB  of  the 
Tower  oo  tk<t  second  of  Deceinber ;  I  heard  the  alarai  of 
the  BU>b  coming  ^  I  %am  a  man,  ^witb  a  drawn  tword^  at  the 
edge  of  tbe  ditcb ;  when  first  I  saw  himi  he  was  walking;, 
lie.  laid  *  Open  the  gales,  soldiers,  and  every  one  of  yoi» 
•hall  haire  a  hundred,  guineas  bounty,  and  double  pay/  He 
did  notljRke  thesoldieib  to  be  his  enemies,  bwt  Us  fnends^ 
they  bad  been  fighting  for  the  rights  of  their  country,  but 
fottld  not  have  them ;  I  was  going  to  parade,  and  I  hearit 
wo  more.  Edmunds  was  not  with  me.  There  w^s  a  sentry 
beside  aae ;  I  do  not  know  who  was  sentry  on  tlie  post, 
J  ran  to  get  my  sword  to  go  t^  parade.  I  went  into  the. 
Tower  oo  the  twenty-fifth,  of  Febroary  before  tibat.  Wheo 
I  went  to  the  parade  after  this  speech.  Captain  Bentinck 
was  the  ac^utant,  I  think,  on  the  parade;  I  mentioned  it 
to  the  Don-commissioned  officers,  who  reported  it  to  the 
serjeant-major.  I  do  not  know  who  the  man  was ;  a  mob 
of  boys  thirty  or  forty,  were  round  him  when  he  was 
speaking  from  the  ditch,  there  might  be  a  great  number.'* — 
To  be  ^ure,  if  this  man  did  opt  speak,  tne  truth,  they  might 
have  called  the  non-^x>mmissioned  officers  and  the  sergeant- 
major,  who  were  oo  the  parade,  to  have  cootradicted  th^l 
statement,  that  he  had  so  reported  it.  Iliis  finished  thet 
evidence  on  this  day. 

On  the  third  day,  Charles  Miell  is  called ;  he  says,  ^'  I  am 
one  o{  the  hone-patrole  of  Bowrstreet  i  I  was  on  duty  on 
^  second  of  December  near  Highgate ;  I  saw  tliree  men 
walking;,  about  eleven  at  night,  going  towards  Finchl^; 
I  saw  th^m  agaiost  tbe  cbnrch  at  Highgate ;  they  passed 
me;  two  watchaoen  were  standing  against  the  churcb* 
miiog  h  Watson,  the  prisooer,  passed  me  on  die  right 
hiand ;  some  hkformatioo  led  me  to  obs<^e  them ;  I  turned 
my  horse's  head,  and  desired  the  watchmen  to  c^Dme  with 
me ;  I  thought  the  three  men  appeared  €onfu9ed ;  I  turned 
my  .horse's  head,  and  got  rather  before  them ;  I  rode  op  to 
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tftie  prifloner^who  was  th^  front  mtm,  and  ask^'wbere  tbejn 
were  travelling  to;  the  prisoder  said,  to  Nortbaniptoii; 
I  said,  h  was  a  lata  hour  to  trarci  so  near  CoWn^  it  ^BBneat 
daven.  I  said,  I  was  ft  horse-^patrole  of  ftoyr^txeet  ^  the 
pvisoner  took  a  bmdle  frbin  on^  his  left  am  atid  Md  it 
towards  me ;  instead  of  my  taking  it  with  my  left  baiid^ 
I  passed  my  hand  beyond  it^  pat  my  band  into  tlie  breast 
of  his  coat,  and  laid  bold  of  a  pistol;  I  drew  it  ont,  and 
said,  if  he  <^ered  to  move,  I  would  blow  his  brains. ontr 
One  of  the  two  watehmen  waa  close  to  me ;  1  told  that 
watchman  to  secure  the  other  two ;  the  watchman  ran 
back  and  sprang  his  rattle*  The  other  two  who  were  wilL' 
the  prisoner,  each  drew  a  pistol,  and  one  polled  the  trigger  ;< 
both  pistols  were  pointed  towards  me ;  the  powder  did  not 
catch  ;  the  two  ran  away.  Four  or  five  people  oame  ftMl 
the  Red*lioB  pablic-honae ;  hearing  me  call,  ^^top  thief/ 
they  said,  '  Why  don't  yoa  go  after  them  ?  I  said/ '  I  btfv«ft 
prisoner.'  They  said  '  Leave  him  with  us/  I  left  him  witb 
them,  on  the  landlady's  aasnring  me  I  might*  I  procosdeA 
afiter  the  other  twofor two  or  three  hundred  yards;  I  beaord 
a  seuffle,  upon  which  I  wtent  back ;  I  found  the  pvisonev 
and  the  two  men  with  whom  he  was  left  scuffling  on  the 
ground.  At  this  moment  people  came  from  the  paUiC'^ 
house ;  one  of  the  pistols  went  off;  I  got  off  mf  horse  and 
secured  the  prisoner;  I  saw  something  bright,  and  pei^ 
ceived  the  prisoner  had  a  dirk  in  Iris  hand,  and  one  of  the 
young  men  was  trying  to  wrench  it  from  him«  I  toofchite 
into  the  public  honse-';  I  instantly  searched  him^  aoMl  fotffill 
some  papers  on  himr.  That  is  the  pistol  I  took  from  tb4l 
prisoner.  These  papers  I  t6ok  from  the  prisoner ;  I  marl^ed 
them  before  I  parted  with  the  possession  of  lhem«  I  asted 
him  Ins  name,  he  said,  his  name  would  be  well  kboWft  at 
BowHfttreet;  he  did  not  tell  me  his  name;  I  said  nothito  m<M^ 
ID  him  at  the  puUic  boose.  I  o^veyed  Mbs  iiftnlitdkMiy 
to  Somer^s^own  walcMiquse ;  ht  said^  b«  iMd  biM  ^  the 
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dl^;  that  be  had  been  at  the  S(MHfieM«  meeting,  sorf 
^waitls  the  Tower;  be  said,  be  bad  not  been  in  StiDner" 
street;  be  bad  been,  thioagh  East  Smitbfield,  and  aivay 
dowa  to  tbe.  Tower ;  be  said  nothing  moi«  about  the 
Tower.  I  examined  the. pistol  I  took;-  it  was  loaded  with 
powder .aiyl  ball.  He  said  over-nigbt,  that  it  w|is  a.yety 
mibrtunate.  thing  that  he  had  a  pistol  in  his  breast,  which 
hadibeenobserAid ;  Ihadnot  observed  it,  bat  had  supposed 
there  mi|^t  be  a  pistol  from  tbe  iRfbrmation  I  had  received  ; 
i  apprehended  him  from  finding  the  pistol..  I  told  him, 
I  had.  detained-  him  on  suspicion  of  bis  being  .one  of  the 
qharacDers  that  I  had  heard  of  the  week  before ;  he  asked 
what  chaiacters  ;.  I  said  footpads,  be  did  not  seem  to  know 
what  footpads  were.  I  ga?e  evidence  befarn  a  magistrate, 
and  before  tbe  graad  jury ;  not.  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  tlie 
magistrate  was  Sir  Nathaniel  Conant.  -*  The  prisoner  said 
what  I  have  .mentioned,  and  nothing  more  ;  that  was  all  h6 
aaid.aboat.being  at  the  Tower ;  nothing  aboot  the  time  he 
was  atithe  Tower^  or  in  EasI  Smithfield. .  I  asked  hiip  his 
name  when  he  was  in  custody  at  the  poblic  house,  and' 
agaia  when  he  was  going  down  the  hill.  He  knew  1  wa^ 
going  to  take  him  to  Bowrsueet^aod  then  he  said  his  name 
^ould  be  well  known  at  Bow-street.'' 

These  papers,  Grentlemen,  you  recollect. were. found  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  of  December, .on  the  person  of  the 
pri^nef  Watson.  There  is  first,  of  all,  ^' one  headed 
Committ  P.  S."  It  is  made  a  question,  vrbat  those  letters 
mean;  yon  will  consider  whether  after  what  has  been  given 
in  evidence^  there  is  any  doubt  whc^t  those,  letters  rnean^ 
The  names  are.  Sir  F.  Burdett,  X.ord  Cochrane,  Mr.  A. 
ThistlewQod,  Mr.  J.  Watson,  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  Major 
Cartvrright,  Mr.  T.  Evans,  H.  Hunt,  Esquire,  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Ri  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Blandford ;  and  there  is  a  dn^ 
piicale  of  the  same  paper.  Tbi3  one  should  suppose  war 
0k  ioteiidad  camniittee^  or  more  probably^  names  put  down 
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to  hold  out  die  appeanmce  to  others  of  ik»  being  to  be 
appointed.  » 

The  next  is  a  Paper,  on  the  importaoee  tof  which,  many 
observations  have  -  been  made  to  *  you ;  -^^  Smith's,  We$U 
minster  Road."  Westminster  Road,  I  tfaink,'was'the-plaoe 
where  it  was  slated  by  Castle,  Mandsley's  men  were  to 
meet,  *'  collect  and  meet,  form  three  divisions  at  London 
Bridge,  and  proceed  to  the  Old  Man;"  nowtbe  Old  Man 
has  had  an  explanation  given  to  it,  as  a  name  for  theTowerJ 
There  are  three  divisions — ^this  imports  toertainly  some  Jciod 
of  military  arrangement  and  order  of  those  persons,  to 
assemble  in  three  divisions,  and  proceeds  to  the  Tower; 
That  the  Tower  was  not  oat  of  contemplation  of  theframer 
pf  this  paper  appears,  for  there  is  a  'mention  on  another 
paper,  of  the  Tower  by  name.  Then  there  is  ^  Smithy 
Westminster  Road,  form  three  divisions,/ collect  pumbefSj 
aod  meet  at  London  Bridge,  where  will  be  met  and  lead^-to 
the  Old  Man." — ^This  paper  contemplates  on  the  part  of 
the  writer,  a  meeting  by  those  persons -in  Westminster 
Jload,  and  a  going  oa  rfrom  thence  to  the  Tower.  Thea 
**  Paddington,  to  proceed  to  St.  Giles'  near  the  top/ bar*  ^ 
ricade  each  side  lo  Holbom  Bars,  branch  off  to  T,  B. ;'' 
that  may  be  to  Temple  Bar.  '^  Chancery-lane^  *  Oarey« 
street.  Then  St.  Giles's-street  in  Holbom ;  broad  part  of 
Holbom  Bars,  Cbancery-kne;  2,  Carey-street,  Temple 
Bar;  3,  Theobalds  Road,  Gray's-Inn-lane,  Elm-street; 
4,  St.  John--street,  01d*street  -  Road ;  5,  Whitechapel; 
6,  Tower ;  7,  Bank;  S,  Poultry." — One  may  ^ collect  fixmaf 
this,  a  kind  of  portioning  and  distributing  of  divisions  of 
the -persons  collected;  many  of  these  words  are  abbrevia* 
tions,  but  the- person  who  had  this  in  his  pocket,  and  is 
found  with  it,  is  a  person  who  can  give,  if  any  person  can 
give  an  intelligible  explanation  of  it,  and  if 'any  person 
can  give  an  innocrat  explanation  of  it,  he  can  do  so;  and^ 
provided  **  barrode,"  did-not  mean  barricade/and  that  ^^  the 
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**  old  mah/^  did  aot  mtan  tbe  Towtr^  all  this  would  be 
capable  of  explanation  by  the  man  to  whom  the  document 
bekMiged,  and  yon  would  natorally  seek  the  information 
from  that  sooice.  This  paper  which  he  had  in  his  pockets 
seems  to  have  a  refeeeooe  to  some  kind  of  barricade,  atid 
persons  being  stationed  near  the  places  which  are  ther« 
mentioned.  If  the  person  on  whose  person  it  is  found,  does 
not  give  any  explanation,  and  leaves  it  unexplained  by 
him,  sadi  explanation  may  be  given  to  it  from  any  other 
parts  of  the  'evidence  which  furnishes  such  ex|^anatioo 
with  a  reasonable  appearance  of  probability.   Now  from 
beginuing  to  end,  the  learned  counsel  for  the  prisoner  have 
ofiercd  no  explanation  of  the  contents  of  this  paper;  they 
have  suggested,  that  this  might  have  been  conveyed  into 
bis  poeket  by  Castle:  why  so  f  how  should  Castle  without  a 
spirit  of  prophecy  have  thought  of  such  a  thing,  without  at 
the  same  time  foreseeing  the  event  of  the  prisoner's  being 
taken  ^terwards,  and  his  pockets  searched,  and  this  paper 
fimnd  there;  without  anticipating  these  circumstances  it 
WOttld  have  answered  no  purpose  to  have  conveyed  it  into 
bis  pocket.   Theiie  appears,  therefore,  to  be  no  rational  ex^ 
planation  of  the  circumstance  of  its  being  found  in  hia 
pocket  where  it  was  found,  otherwise  than  by  supposing  him 
l^nusant  of  the  contents ;  and  if  the  contents  are  innocent, 
if  they  have  no  mischievous  meapihg,  as  referring  to  any 
^roe  colleeled  and  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  me* 
tropolis,  or  to  any  plan  meditated  against  the  Bank  or 
the  Toweo  that  might  have  been  distinctly  shown ;  but 
taking  il  indepeQdently  of  any  other  evidence  but  the 
puper  itielf  ^und  upon  him,  without  combiaing  it  with 
any  person's  evidenoe,  you  will  ooqsider  whether  it  is  open 
to  tbd  ^omwenta  which  havf  been  made  upon  it,  when 
louud  f^t  9||cb  4  moment.   If  the  oUier  evidence  is  ccn- 
vidared  in  sqim^tion  with  it^  it  will  be  found  to  have  been 
.  |t«(«dj  that  hf  wi»  biiii*^lf  talking  about  the  ToVvtr ;  yon 
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recollect  that  he  h  lamenting  at  the  public  hou^e  ia  East 
Smithfield^  kept  by  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Wright,  that 
they  had  not  been  early  enough  or  forward  enough,  oc 
they  might  have  been  ffi  possession  of  the  Tower  long  ago ; 
that  is  what  passed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  of  De^ 
cember,  and  it  seems  to  cast  a  strong  probability  ^n  the 
explanation  which  is  here  given  of  this  word  as  referring 
to  *the  Tower- 

A  Juryman.  May  we  be  indulged,  my  Lord,  with  a 
sight  of  the.  paper  again  ? 

Lord  EUenborough.  Oh,  certainly,  Gentlemen,  but 
perhaps  it  had  better  be  deferred  for  the  present ;  yon  shall 
see  every  paper. 

*  There  is  another,  which  is  a  letter  addressed  by  some 
person  to  Preston,  which  is  in  these  words ;  ^*  Sir,  having 
understood  that  you  want  somebody  to  deliver  out  bills, 
1  should  be  happy  to  do  it ;  and  a  friend  in  distress  as  w^ 
as  myself  would  be  glad  to  make  one  too;  having  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  the  Red-hart,  ShoeJaoe,  if  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  call  at  the  Red*hart  ^  nighl^ 
or  let  me  know  where  I  can  see  you,  I  shall  esteem  it  a 
favour;  being  very  much  in  distress  and  not  knowing 
vrhere  to  get  a  shilling  towards  my  support.  If  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  give  me  a  job,  I  shall  esteem  it  a 
particular  favour."  This  is  a  letter  canvassing  for  employ* 
ment  in  the  delivering  out  of  bills. 

A  Juryman.    A  printer,  I  take  it 

Lord  EUenborough.  No,  it  was  a  person  wishing  for 
employment  to  deliver  out  bills. 

Another  Juryman,    So  1  understood,  my  Lord. 

Lord  EUenborough.  Most  probably  the  hand-bills. 

The  next  witness  is  the  one  who  has  been  the  sub* 
ject  of  so  much  comment  and  observation,  John  Castle, 
^e  says,  **  I  know  the  prisoner  perfectly  well ;  I  know 
also  Walaon,  bis  son,  and  Tbistlewood,  and  Preston  and 
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Hooper,  all  perfectly  well.  I  knew  John  Hooper  first  i 
J  have  known  him  about  two  years.  I  became  acquainted 
with  the  prisoner  in  October  last,  three  weeks  or  a  month 
before  the  15th  of  Movember,  the  first  meeting  in  Spa-fieidsu 
I  had  seen  him  at  the  Cock  in  Grafton*street,  having  been 
frequently  there  before.  A  society  called  the  Spenceans  met 
there.  I  first,  saw  him  there,  before  I  became  acquunted 
with  him.  Mr.  Watson  said,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  upset 
Goyemment,  if  it  was  handled  in  a  proper  manner.  This 
was  said  at  the  Cock  in  Grafton-street.  He  appointed  that 
night  for  me  to  meet  l|im  at  the  Mulberry-tree  in  Moor- 
fields ;  a  society  of  the  same  kind  met  there  as  at  the  Cocky 
aSpencean  society.  On  the  first  night  at  the  Cock  I  met 
Preston ;  also  the  same  night,  that  is,  the  night  that  the  con- 
Yersation  took  place  about  upsetting  the  Government. 
Preston  the*same  night  called  me  down  stairs,  and  desired 
me  to  meet  him  at  another  society  of  Spenceans,  at  a  house 
near  Fleet-market,  i  asked  for  what  purpose ;  be  was  one 
of  the  committee,  and  they  were  petitioning  Parliament  to 
do  away  machinery.  Something  4ilso  passed  about  the 
meeting  at  the  Mulberry-tree.  I  told  him  I  had  promised 
to  meet  them  there.  I  met  them  at  the  Malberry-tree 
next  night,  both  of  them,  the  two  Watsons,  Preston, 
Hooper,  riilstlewood,  the  two  Evans,  father  and  son,  and 
John  Harrison,  and  other  persons  whom  I  did  not  know. 
I  walked  away  with  the  elder  Watson  when  the  meeting 
broke  up :  he  had  the  same  conversation  with  me  as  be- 
fore renewed,  that  it  was  an  easy  thing  to  upset  the  Govem- 
xnent,  conditionally,  if  it  was  handled  as  it  ought  to  be« 
I  asked  him,  which  way  i  He  said,  if  a  few  good  fellows 
got  together  it  would  be  very  easily  done.  He  told  me  he  ' 
had  drawn  a  plan  of  an  instrument,  which  would  prevent 
the  cavalry  coming  upon  the  people ;  that  they  had  go^^ 
several  people  they  had  solicited,  and  a  committee  sitting 
to  devise  the  best  mode  and  plan.    There  wftf  more  cout 
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versation  of  the  same  kind.  He  asked'  me  where  I  lived ; 
I  said,  at  N""  5,  Newton-street,  Hdborn  ;  he  said  he  wo\ild 
call  next  morning,  and  shew  me  the  plan.  There  was  nothing 
more  particular  passed  ;  we  parted  for  the  night;  he  called 
on  me  the  day  but  one  after,  which  was  the  Saturday  morn- 
ing;  he  had  called,  as  I  understood,  on  Friday,  but  I  did 
not  see  him.  My  wife  went  out  on  the  Saturday  when  he 
called ;  I  desired  her  to  go  out ;  he  was  about  an  hour 
,with  me ;  he  produced  a  plan  of  several  parts  of  the  Tower, 
and  of  a  machine  to  obstruct  cavalry,  on  four  wheels,  with 
knives  like  scythes  on  each  side,  and  spikes  in  front;  the 
scythes  were  very  sharp.  He  wished  me  to  exert  myself 
as  much  as  I  could,  and  get  as  many  people  as  I  Could 
together.  He  produced .  other  drawings  of  different  en* 
trances  to  the  Tower,  of  avenues  out  of  it,  and  several 
pther  drawings.  He  asked  me  how  many  I  could  bring? 
I  said,  I  knew  a  great  many  men,  but  did  not  know  whether 
they  would  act  when  brought  to  the  test.  I  said,  I  had 
nothing  but  my  work  to  live  on ;  he  said,  never  mind  that, 
they  wanted  me  for  something  better  than  that,  they  had 
sufficient  money  for  every  thing.  I  made  an  appointment 
for  next  morning ;  I  think  I  met  him  that  evening ;'  I  have 
met  Preston  and  him  several  times,  and  cannot  say  whether 
I  met  him  that  night  or  not ;  I  met  the  elder  Watson  at 
eleven  o'clock  next  Sunday,  at  one  Newton's;  not  much 
i:onversation  passed  then,  there  being  other  people  there. 
Watson  told  me,  in  coming  down  Drury-lane,  that  they 
had  a  committee  of  five,  Harrison,  Thistlewood,  my  son; 
^d  himself;  that  I  should  be.  made  one  of  the  generals, 
imd  head  a  party  of  pike-men  and  other  men,  and  I  might 
consider  myself  as  one  of  the  committee  from  that  time; 
that  they  would  take  in  no  more;  that  I  should  he  the 
sixth.  I  made  an  appointment  that  night  to  meet  him  at 
the  N&g^s«head,  Camaby-market ;  we  met  at  the  NagV 
}^es4 ;  Keen^  the  younger,  and  the  elder  Watson,  Thistle^ 
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wood,  PretloB  and  the  two  EvansV ;  Hothmg  particular 
paMcd ;  I  OMt  btio  the  Tnesday  moniing  after ;  I  went  t^ 
PoTtmaii-street  and  King*street  Barracks,  and  a  small 
ftmdet  magazine  in  Hyde-park;  I  went  past  it." — Now^ 
if  be  had  not  been  to  places  where  Harrison  and  Keenes  are 
Mentioned  to  have  been,  they  might  have  been  called  to 
contradict  hioiy  and  here  is  a  person  whom  he  states  to  have 
been  present,  who  is  called  one  Skinner,  and  who  is  not  exa* 
mined  to  contradict  htm« — ^*  1  believe  I  had  seen  him  once 
«Mr  twice  befoi^  at  the  Spencean  meetings ;  I  had  conver- 
•adon  widi  him  before ;  we  were  to  look  at  the  whole  of 
the  avenues  to  see  which  was  the  best  place  to  set  fire  to. 
Skinner  left  ns  in  the  Park ;  Watson  then  said  that  he 
^Aought  Skinner  had  been  a  cleverer  man  than  he  was,  he 
meant  to  have  made  him  an  officer,  but  foand  him  not  at  all 
calculated,  he  had  no  ideas  whatever.  I  met  him  and  hia 
son  at  Newton's;  I  did  not  know  his  son' till  after;  this  was 
in  the  morning,  I  think  on  a  Wednesday  ;  the  meeting  was 
at  the  Cock,  in  tbe  evening;  a  Spencean  meeting. ,  1  was 
introduced  to  Tbistlewood  that  day  or  the  day  following,  by 
John  Harrison,  two  or  three  strangers  were  present.  Harri* 
■on,  whom  I  mentioned  as  being  of  the  committee,  was 
there ;  we  ontslaid  the  strangers.  A  convereation,''  without 
stating  the  conversation,  *^  took  place  with  Tbistlewood 
after  the  strangers  were  gone,  this  was  at  Newton's,  we 
bad  ale.  Tbistlewood  asked  how  long  it  would  take  and 
what  money  it  would  take  to  make  a  few  hundred  pikes ; 
I  told  him  it  depended  on  the  size,  the  length,  and  tbe 
sort  of  materials.  I  asked  the  length  and  si^,  be  said 
tiine  or  ten  inches,  and  marked  tbe  length  with  his  pencil. 
I  said  they  would  cost  about  four-pence  or  four-pence  half- 
penny  a  pound ;  he  then  wished  me  to  make  one  for  him 
as  a  pattern  to  look  at;  I  promised  I  would,  bu  I  said  I 
bad  no  place  to  make  them  in.  Harrison  said  be  knew  a 
parson  wjiohe  thought  would  lendmeooe  of  hisforges4o 
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inakc  a  pattero ;  t  «i^aft  to  make  one,  and  meet  tiiieia  at 
the  Cock  in  the  ef  eiiing,  and  to  bring  the  pike  to  the  poUie 
{loose  almost  (^posite  to  Newton%  belonging  to  one  Ran- 
dall, or  £ome  such  person ;  whether  the  name  was  RaodaH 
or  Raisdell^  I  cannot  say.  I  met  Thisdewood,  the  two 
Watsons,  Hoopar,  and  Harrison.  I  had  not  made  the  pike, 
but  got  one  made.  Hooper  and  Harrison  went  with  me 
to  Bentley's,  who  had  a  shop  in  a  crilar  in  Hart-street, 
Covent-garden ;  I  am  not  certain  that  was  the  place.  I 
asked  Bentley  to  let  me  use  his  foxge,  and  make  spikes  to 
put  round  a  rabbit  warren  or  a  fish-pond,  I  am  not  certain 
which  I  told  him.  Bentley  asked  the  size ;  he  would  not 
)et  me  make  it  as  I  offered  to  do,  he  made  it  whilst  I 
stayed.  Harrison  and  Hooper  stayed  whilst  it  was  made, 
and  we  eame  away  together ;  at  RaisdelFs  or  Randall's,  I 
met  the  two  Watsons,  Tbistlewood,  Harrison,  and  Hooper; 
Preston  was  not  there;  1  produced  ^e  pike.  Watson 
the  prisoner,  who  was  called  Doctor  Watson,  said  it  was 
a  famous  instrument  Nothing  very  particular  passed.  We 
met  afterwards  at  the  Cock ;  the  Doctor  then  wrote  the  name 
of  the  hous^  No.  9,  Greystoke-place,  wjiere  the  committee 
met,  on  a  paper*  I  went  to  Paddington  with  Thistlewood 
amongst  the  navigators,  to  see  how  many  people  out  of 
employ  we  could  get  together  and  the  spirit  of  them ;  we 
went  to  different  public  houses;  we  found  navigators,  and 
Thistlewood  treated  them  With  beer ;  we  had  seen  them 
two  nights  before ;  they  said  they  were  out  of  employ,  and 
If  there  was  a  good  row,  they  would  sooner  die  than  be 
starved  to  death.  We  told  them  we  should  want  them  for 
a  job  in  a  little  tim^  and  asked  how  many  they  could  collect 
in  a  short  time ;  they  said  five  or  six  hundred,  any  inom* 
Jug  there  were  so  many  out  of  employ;  we  treated  them 
with  beer  and  came  away.  We  went  to  a  public  house  in 
Long-^icre,  which  the  soldiers  used  who  attended  die 
^eatre ;  there  were  eight  or  ten  soldiers^  there  atone  time. 
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Thifttewood  gate  than  half  a  gallon  of  beer ;  Tbistlewood 
naked  how  they  were  treated  by  their  oflScers^  and  what 
their  pay  was.   He  went  then  to  a  public  house  in  Vinegar- 
jaid,  and  found  seTeral  soldiers  there  who  attended  Druiy* 
lane  Theatre ;  we  had  similar  conversation  with  them,  and 
Thistlewood  treated  them  also  with  beer ;  I  think  that  was 
a  gallon.    A  soldier  there  apoke  rather  violent  against  Go* 
¥emmenl^  as  to  their  being  discharged  without  pensiona 
after  fighting  so  many  years  for  their  countiy.    Thistle- 
wood  gave  me  two  three  shilling  pieces  before  we  parted, 
and  invited  me  to  go  to  "the  different  houses  and  collect 
all  the  people  I  could  together,  and  to  meet  him  next 
day,  I  think,  at  Newton's.    I  me^  Thistlewood,  Watsoa 
the  prisoner,  and  Harrison;  our  conversation  was  about 
going  from  house  to  house  and  seeing  what  people  we 
could  collect.     Tbistlewood    and  I  went  to  the  Fox-** 
nnder-the-hiU,  where  we  found  coal-heavers  and  porters 
who  empty  the  barges;  people  who  work  on  the  river; 
there  might  be  ten  or  twenty  out  of  employ ;  we  gave 
them  beer;  they  said,  there  were  6fty  or  sixty  stand* 
ing  in  a  morning  at  almost  every  avenue  of  the  different 
wharfs  or  stairs.  Tbistlewood  fQund  the  money.  We  came 
then,  I  think,  towards  the  Cock;  I  went,  by  his  desirej. 
to  several  other  places,  to  see  who  were  out  of  employ  ;^ 
if  1  found  any  body  more  violent  ,than  the  rest,  to  com« 
municate  his  name  to  Thistlewood.   I  'made  an  appoint- 
ment for  Thursday  or  Friday  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
at  Greystoke- place.  Fetter-lane;  I  went  there  at  the  time, 
appointed ;  I  found  the  ho^se  shut  up.   I  saw  Thistlewood 
walking  on  the  other  sid^  of  the  street ;  he  called  me  over 
to  him,  and  said  the  Doctor  bad  not  come,  yet  he  had  got 
the  key;  that  he  was  always  behind  his  time.    We  waited 
tweiity  minutes.    Watson  came,  and  opened  the  door, 
and  we  went  in.     In  a  few  minutes '  Preston  and  young 
Watson  came.    I  did  not  know  befoi:e,  that  he  was  bin 
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son*  We^cooTecsed"  about  the  soldiers,  about  the  betl 
mode  of  setdag  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  of  getting  people 
together.  The  pike  Bentlej  had  made,  .was  produced  there: 
Tbistlewood  said.  it.  was  a'  very:  famous  weapon,  and  .be 
ordered  me  to  get  two  hundred  and  fifty  made  imoiediatdly 
by.  Bentley.  It  was  a  matter  of  consultation  amongst  the 
fire.  All  the  committee  were  there  but  Harrison..  Doctor 
Watson  and  [  told  Thistlewood  that  we.  had  been.toge<(^ 
tber,  and  had  thoroughly  inspected  the  Portman*street 
barracks  and  the  King-street  barracks.  Thistlewood  and 
young  Watson  both  said  they,  had  been  at  those  barracks 
before.  They  said  so  at  that  meeting,  and  that  they,  had 
observed  the  avenues;. that  there  were  six  avenues  to 
King-street,  and  only  two  to  Poilman-street  barracks.  The 
object  of  our  going  there,  was,  upon  seeing  the  avenues, 
to  judge  what  combustibles  would  be  wanting  to  set  fire  to 
each,  and  prevent  the,  soldiers  coming .  out  with  tbeic 
horses.  We  appointed  a  .general  meeting  of  the  six  for 
Sundays  wemet  on  Sunday^all  the.six.  I  had  paid  Bentley 
ten  shillings  in  advance,. for  iron  for  pikes.'' — Bentley,  it 
should  be  observed  here,  confirms  this  fact  in  his  evidence, 
^t  he. had  been  paid. ten  shillings  before  for  the  iron. — 
^  They  were  to  be  made  as  soon  as  possible ;  Thistlewood 
asked  Harrison,  or  me.where  he  could  get.handles  for  the 
pikes ;  Harrison  said  there  was  a  place  behind  the  King's 
Bench  prison,  where  they  might  be  got,  Harrison  said, 
for  three-pence  or  .four? pence  »-piece,  but  it  depended 
on;  the  length  of  them.,"—- Now  in  respect  to  this,  as  well 
ks  all  the  other  numerous  places  in  which  Harrison's  nam^ 
is  mentioned,  Harrison  might  have  been  called  to  con- 
tradict this,  if,  no  such  conversation  had  passed,  nor  such 
transaction  had  happened. — ^'  At  a  meeting  privately  in 
Greystoke-place,.  on  Sunday  morning,  some  boxes,  or  a 
large  box  was  fetched  down,  because  there  were  no  tables 
or  ctiairs;  the  room  was  searched^  to  see  that  nobody 
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M«kl  <y«eAear.  TUsdcwtMMl  prodacedfrmiipof  LoiidMi 
IVii  was  about  twelve  days  befoie  the  fint  iMetiog  in 
SfMhSddt.  About  tbe  third  of  November,  I  mailced  out 
wUch  wa»  die  best  road  to  tak^  the  meo  who  shonki  be 
eoUaeted,  t«  attack  die  diflSsrent  barracks.  The  first 
anaagfcal  was  to  appoint  tbe  whole  of  the  comasittee 
jpeoendsy  to  attaek  the  barracks  at  die  same  moment. 
WataoB  proposed  TUsUewood  as  head  general,  he  finding 
dk)  whole  of  d&e  money ;  he  and  die  y  onnger  Watson  were 
to  take  the  two  fidd^ieces  from  the  artillery-groond  in 
6ray's«ian*)aiie.  Preston  was  to  attack  the  Tower  ;  Har^ 
rison  the  artillery  baim^s,  John's  Wood  barracks  by 
the  Regents  Park.  Harrison  said  he  had  been  aa  ardllery-^ 
man;  he  said  so  in  their  presence.  I  was  to  set  fire  to 
the  Ktng-street  barracks^  and  either  to  take  prisooen,  or 
kiU  aO  that  might  escape.  1  was  to  have  atl  saeb  people 
as  I  conld  get ;  navigators,  tec.  armed  with  pikes  and 
different  weapons  we  conld  get.  Tbe  elder  Watson  was 
to -set  fife  to  Portmaa-etreet  barracks,  widi  pitch,  tar,^ 
josin,  spirits  of  wine,  and  salphnr.  We  were  to  attaek 
the  whole  of  the  places  at  one  o'clock  in  tbe  moining,  on 
a  Sonday.  We  were  to  take  tbe  horses  out  of  tbe  car- 
riages, and  those  who  could  (ide  were  to  form  cavalry, 
and  barricade  with  the  carriages.  After  I  had  set  fire 
to  King*street  bamcks,  we  were  to  meet  the  elder 
Watson  at  die  top  c^  Oxford-etreet.  Harrison  was  to 
join  OS  with  the  artillery  from  the  Regent's  Park.  As 
soon  as  he  had  joined,  a  voHey  was  to  be  fired,  to  let 
the.  remainder  know  we  had  got  possession  of  the  svtiV 
leiy V  Two  field-pieces  were  to  be  taken  into  tbe  Park, 
to  fire  on  the  cavalry,  if  they  attempted  to  come  irom 
Knighlsbridge  barracks.  The  gnns  w^e  to  be  protected 
by  a  parcel  of  pikemen,  to  be  left  there.  We  were  to 
barricade  tbe  avenues  about  Portman-street,  to  prevent 
the  hortie- coming  who  might  be  out  of  quarters ;  t  we  wei^ 


4QS 

to  go4o*ii  Park-I«(ke  to  barricade  tbe  diflTeceat  g;ites  t^f  ^ 
prevent  any  body  comiog  from  the  park  into  Park-lane ; 
tbe  Piceadiily  gate^  at  Hyde  Park  corner,  was  to  be  fasteor' 
ed  and  obaioedi  and  a  paity  left  to  fire  on  the  horse,  if  they 
should  come.  We  were  to  proceed  tq  Charing-crosB  anil 
Westminster  bridge,  and  barricade  the  avenues  to  pre?«n(b 
tbe  horse  coming  round  from  Chelsea.  When  ThisdewooA 
and  the  younger  Watson  had  ^t  guns  at  Gray  Vitm-Iane^ 
they  were  to  attack  tlie  oil  shops  and  gunsmiths  shops  fos 
combustibles  and  arms,  and  blockade  from  6ray's-inn*laiie 
to  St  Qiles's  (all  those  placea  ane  referred  to  in  the  o|heff 
evidence)  where  Thistlewood  was  to  make  bis  grand  stand. 
One  gun  was  to  be  poipted  up  Oxford*road»  and  the  other 
up  Tottenham-court-roiad.  Preston  was  to  attack  the 
Tower^  and  the.  younger  Watson  was  to  ha.ve  gone  up 
O^ford^road,  and  barricaded  all  the  avenues  to  the  rights 
and  then  they  would  be  all  barricaded  to  the  right  an4 
kfi.  If  Preston  did  not  succeed  at  tbe  Tower^  he  was  to 
barricade  London  bridge,  to  prevent  the  artillery  coming 
from  Woolwich ;  he  was  then  to  barricade  Whitachapeli 
to  prevent  troops  coming  from  the  country  that  way ;  and 
when  be  had  got  sufficient  force  he  was  to  meet  the 
maiobod^  at  **  the  Old  Lady/'  (a  cant  name  for  the  Bank) 
and  ^^  the  Old  Man/'  he .  says  was  a  cant  name  for  the 
Tower.  After  this  arrangement  was  made,  Thistlewood 
desired  Doctor  Watson  to  calculate  how  much  the  com^ 
bustibles  would  come  to,  and  how  much  it  would  take  fin 
every  avenue  of  the  barracks.  Doctor  Watson  s^d  it  woiikl 
come  to  something  short  of  a  hundred  pounds ;  the  papers 
were  destroyed  when  done  with.  Thistlewood  bid  bim  not 
^pare  for  twenty  pounds,  but  roast  them  well.  Doctoc 
Watson  said  the  flange  would  be  so  rapid  and  stench  so 
strongs  that  it  woujd  stifle  them  in  a  few  minutes.  Young 
Watson  and  I  were  appointed  to  kiok  qui  for  a  house  to' 
lodge  combustiUes  and  ann9  in ;  we  were  to  tak^  it  as  for  ft 
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trade,  for  irti  tn)  and  colonr  shop,  so  that  tbere  should  be 
DO  Btispicion  on  taking  in  combustibles.  Thistlewood  said, 
TMe  it  at  any  price,  as  we  do  not  intend  to  pay  for  it. 
DiMtlewood  ordered  us  to  go  about  the  house  in  the 
morning,  and  the  Doctor  to  purchase  the  combusUbJes. 
tfie  attack  on  the  barracks  was  to  be  on  Saturday  night 
or  Sunday  morning  folk>¥ring,  between  the  ninth  and 
tenth  of  November.  I  was  to  go  to  the  shop  as  young  W  at- 
sotfs  serrant** — ^tbat  was  to  be  a  mask—"  we  were  to 
lodge  those  ingredients  there,  and  to  get  men  to  bore  holes 
in  the  bandies  to  fasten  the  pikes  on  the  handles ;  it  was 
fixed  who  was  to  have  the  command.  Tbisdewood  was 
to  be  first  in  command — old  Watson  secoud-^Harrison 
third— Watson  proposed  me  for  fourth — ^young  Watson 
fifth,  and  Preston,  as  he  was  lame,  to  be  the  last.  It  was 
then  arranged  that  they  should  appoint  a  committee  of 
pablic  safety.  Thistlewood  proposed  it  to  be  called 
together  after  we  got  the  better  of  the  soldiers,  or  the 
soldiers  had  joined  us ;  that  is,  if  we  succeeded.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  names  were  mentioned  by  the  elder 
Watson  and  Thistlewood.  I  think  twenty-four  were  men- 
tioned -that  day.** — ^ITie  nomination  of  a  committee,  of 
public  safety  is  certainly  confirmed,  by  the  paper  found  on 
the  prisoner,  headed  Committ.  P.  S. — ^  I  recollect  a  few 
of  the  names — ^Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Lord 
Cochrane,  Mr.  Hunt,  Major  Cartwright,  Gale  Jones, 
Roger  O'Connor,  one  Squire  Fawkes  of  Bamboroagli 
Grange  in  Yorkshire,  Samuel  Brooks,  Thompson  of  Hoi- 
bom-bridge,  the  two  Evans,  Watson,  and  Thistlewood. 
A  proclamation  was  to  be  issued  as  soon  as  we  bad  got 
the  better,  that  a  new  government  was  to  be  established^^ 
and  a  bounty  of  a  hundred  guineas  for  the  soldiers,  or 
double  pay  for  life,  which  they  pleased,  if  they  joined  us. 
Thistlewood  desired  Watson  to  calcuiate  what  it  woald 
t&iount  to  if  they  took  the  hundred  guineas ;  he  calcnlated 
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parable  to  the  national  debt^  which' would  be  wiped  off* > 
Harrison  said  be  waa  afraid*  thai  when  we  called  the  people* 
together  we  should  not  find  so  many  as  was  expected  ; 
the  answer  by  Thistlewood  was,  that  if  we  could  get  three* 
or  four'  hundred  together  he  was  determined  to  act,  and' 
would  not  wait  longer  than  Saturday  night  or  Sunday 
morning  following.  Wie  remained  together  from  eleven* 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  five  or  six  in  the  eveiiing  ofSun-* 
day  *— which  probably  was  Sunday  the  third  of  November-^' 
^  it  was  agreed  that  we  should  see  how  many  men  we  could* 
each  of  us  get  together  to  be  reported  to  Thisdewood. 
Thistlewood'  and  I  went  to  Paddington,  to  the  public' 
houses  we  had  been  at  before ;  we  found  several  navigators' 
diere ;  nearly  the  same  conversation  passed  as  before;  that^ 
we  wished  them  to  get  men  together,  as  they  would  be* 
wanted  in  a  few  days.  *  A  young  man  was  violent,  and 
Thistlewood  bade  him  bring  nails  at  the  end  of  sticks,  -  or 
spike  nails,  or  any  thing  to  run  into  a  feQow^s  guls.- 
Thisdewood  and  I  went  to  three  houses  about  Paddington, 
one  of  them  was  at  the  corner  of  Lisson-stireet  or  Lisson* 
green,  I  believe ;  we  were  to  give  our  diflerent  reports/ 
On  the  Monday  morning,  young  Watson  and  the  ^  elder 
Watson  and  I  met  at  Randall's  or  Raisdell's,  in  Long-acre. 
Young  Watson  and  I  found  an  empty  house,  that  we 
thought  would  answer,  by  « Seymour-place ;  a  woman 
shewed  it  us,** — Now, -Gentlemen,  this  is  yery -material; 
**  A  woman  shewed  it  us,  she  referred  us  to  a  timber-mer- 
chant^ who  lived  near  this  place,  lower  down  on  the  left 
band  «ide,  a.Mr.  Cosser ;  youngs  W>atsoti  went  in,  I  stopped 
on  the  iHitside;  be- said,  Mr.Cosser 'had  said  there  was 
fburtien  or  fifteen  pounds  worth  of  fixtures,  and  that  he 
hadgtvien  Thiitlewood'siianie  |is  a  refi^ee,  in  Soothamptpo-i 
bsildings.  Young. Watfoo  and  I  then  went  to.N''9,Giey-- 
tlokei^plftte^  and  met  the  whole  of  the  committee^  and 
Vol.  II.  I  i 
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Spotted  wbat  webad  doae;  Thistkwood  laid  h^.  wotiM 
i^tteDd  when  Mr.  CosBer  celled.  Coiser  had  said  be  coa|d 
not  call  for  a  day  or  two,  and  Thisdewood  said  if  Watson 
wanted  the  fourteen  or  fifteen  povinds  down  for  the  fixtar^ 
he  was  to  draw  on  him.  Preston  reported  what.a  number 
of  people  be  had  had  at  a  meeting  in  Spital*&dds ;  he 
wished  as  many  of  oa  as  qoald,  to  meet  there  that  eveDing  ^ 
the  whole  six  i>f  us,  lyid  Hooper,  who  was  not  then  of  the 
Qommittee^  went.  It  was  near  or  in  Spital-fiel^;  there 
ifrere  sixty  or  8eyen^>  which  was  more  than  the  room 
ooold  well  hold ;  one  John  Dyall  appeared  as  chainpan  ^ 
the  elder  Watson  read  something  in  the  fotm.of  ape^^ou. 
to  the  Prince  Regfent^  or  the  Parliaments  I  do  not  know 
which.  We  all  came  away  together;  Thistkwood  said,  the 
only  outcry  of  the  people  was  want  of  arms.  Thistlewood 
ordered  me  to  get  two  bandred  and  fifty  fnore  pikes  made* 
I  went  two  nights  after  to.  a  different  hous^  in  qirnear 
Spital^fidda;  at  the  former  meeting  there  were  five  other 
houses. appointed,,  and  old  Watson  promised  that  the  pe« 
tition  should  be  printed,  and  one  left  at  each  of  the  houses*- 
We  went  to  a  different  house  somewhere  abo¥^  Brick-lane, 
twelve  or  foufteeiji;  people  met;  Dyall  wasin  tbecbauv 
and  read  the  petitioi^  there  not  hviriiig  been  tinie  to  get  i% 
'  ]^inted.  Wfitson  empk>y ^  one  Crisp  to  write  ti^^.  cop^ 
he  w^rote  paii^  at  tt^  Cock,  in  Gr%ftenH^ti¥»t ;  op)y  t^o  rct 
our  committee, vfere  there,  Hmrison  and  I,  ao^d  Hopper 
yfho  had. not.  joipe^  the  compaittee ;  the  remainder  of  tfen 
commilt^  V^re  gpue  to  different  ^omtes.  lipiqed  W^^- 
wood  at  the  house  wbere  Iwa^thefE^nereveiiiag.}  Ipwl 
with  Harrison  and  Uooffsx,  who  knew  $be  w»7 ;  Ummm$ 
Hoopor  and  I  walked  together^  onour  mw^'^wtlnfirfKid 
disapproved  of  tfae.smalluem  of  the  lamtwg;  HaniaM  saM 
Ihey hadtaotgotmooey ti^pay ftrdnak;  wnlindifajidipit 
ouieelves ;  Harrison  aaid»  he  tfaoi^t  ibef.would  ke  dia( 
^ppoiniad^  when  tteyamn  to^  ihcm  li«at)M%  thai  if 
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'S^tatfiekk  come.  On  Friday  the  whole  committee  met 
at  Greystolr^lace ;  Thistlewood  told  us,  that  Mr.  Cos^ifcr 
bad  eailed  on  him  about  the  bouse ;  he  did  not  know  wbe- 
fher  he  would  tet  him  have  it,  but  he  desired  young  Wat- 
iron  to  get  this  key,  to  put  in  the  ingredients ;  he  then  bade 
bim  go  to  Mr.  Cosser,  And  to  draw  on  hhn  a  check  at 
^ght  or  ten  days,  fpr  die  money  requiied  for  the  house ; 
ybuDg  Watson  reported  in  the  evening,  that  Cosser 
doiibted  about  letting  bim  have  it,  without  paying  a  quar- 
ter's rent  in  advance ;  and  intimated  that  he  did  not  think 
the  situation  would  suit  the  business ;  we  did  not  proceed 
in  taking  the  house.  On  the  Sunday  after,  the  whole 
committee  met  again  in  Greystoke-place  ;  Harrison  then 
made  proposals  to  call  a  public  meeting,  to  see  how 
many  they  could  collect  who  would  join  them  ;  this  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  Spa-fields  was  agreed  on 
at  the  'place.  Young  Watson  and  Thistlewood  went 
out  to  look  at  the  ground;  they  returned,  and  reported 
tllatit^Was  a  very  famous  place,  being  so  near  the  Tower 
flnd  the  Bank,  that  they  could  get  into  town,  and  take  them 
by  surprise.  Thistlewood  said.  Now  let  us  draw  up  placards 
to  be  stuck  up,  and  hand-bilb  to  be  distributed  about. 
Places'  w^re  mentioned,  the  Borough,  Spitalfields,  Petty 
France,  amongst  all  the  working  people,  one  day  going 
itk  one  direction,  and  another  day  in  another ;  the  paper 
waiar^ead  and  approved  of,  and  it  was  determined  that  it 
4iould  be  advertised,  I  think,  in  The  Statesman  news-pdper, 
mi  thai  five  hundred  small,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
large,shoaItf  b^  printed  off  io&mediately.  The  elder  Watson 
tilidisrtook  t6  get  them  printed  by  a  printer  in  Fetter-lane 
or GrayViiin4ane,  widi  whom  he  had  formerly  lodged; 
ht  liame  btaibk,  and  said  the  printer  watits  a  one-pound 
.&^Ae  to  go  oh  •tritJr  to^'ptirchase  paper ;'  Thistlewood  gave 
JriMi  li  IM  povod'^iibt^;  he  was  to  give  me  fenough  out  of 
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it  to  pay  for  the  priotiog  and  the  pikes;  Ms  waf -ott: 
Sunday  the  loth  of  November.     Thistlewood  asked,  wb» 
would  Qodertake  to  get  a  waggon  to  speak  from;  I  undeiw 
took^o  get  one;  I  said,  I  thoagbt  it  might  be  obtained 
for  forty  or  fifty  shilliogs.    Thistlewood  said  they. would- 
have  a  flag,  green,  red,  and  white,  and  that  his  wife  dM>iiId« 
make  it ;  be  asked  the  Doctor  what  woukl  be  the  berit' 
mouo  to  put  on  it,  the  Doctor  wrote  out  on  a  paper,  ^at«re,« 
Trnth,  and  Justice ;  the  same  motto  we  afterwards  had  at- 
Spa-fidds ;  I  was  appointed  to  cany  the  flag,  being  the* 
strongest.    I  was  desired  by  TUstlewood  to  get,  at  Pad* 
dington,  haJ  fa  dozen  navigators  to  carry  placards  about- 
pasied  on  pasteboard ;  I  went  that  Sunday  night  to  Pad* 
dington,  and  appointed  navigators  fi^r  the  purpose.    I  was* 
appointed  by,  the  two  Watsons  to  meet  at  a  coffee  shop  io- 
Kingsgate-street,  Holbom,  the  next  morning,  to  receive- 
money  from  the  elder  Watson  to  pay  for  the  pikes,  and  to 
huy  some  nai\-bags  to  bring  them  away.     I  met  the  two 
Watsons  next  morning ;  the  elder  Watson  gave  lus  son 
five  one^pound  note^  to  go  with  me  to  Bentley's ;  jotmg- 
Watson  went  to  purchase   nail-hags,    while  I  went: to 
Bentley's   to   get  the  bill  made  out ;  Bentiey  had  made 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty;  he  msde  out  the  bill;  I* 
went  to  his  house  first ;  Bentley  and  I  went  to  a  winie' 
vault,  aud  there  young  Watson  came  in,  and  produced  the' 
nail-bag;  the  wine  vault  is  the  comer  of  a  court  leading 
out  of  Hart-street  into  Long-acre,  called,  I  think.  Leg- 
alley.     Bentley  produced  his  bill,  and  I  paid  him ;  youlfg^ 
Watson  gave  me  the  money  in  the  presence  of  Bentley,  and* 
I  pfud  Bentley;  I  think  three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  was 
paid  there,  after  giving  me  credit  for  the  one  pound  pttdi 
before.   We  three  then  went  into  Bentley's  cdlar  where  thtt 
pikes  were,  and  all  three  assisted  in  putting  them  into  bags^ 
and  young  Watson  and  1  carried  them  .to  ,HydeHitreet, 
Bloomsbury,  where  both  the  Watsons  lodged ;  ikepiliei 
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heads  were  deposited  under  what  looked  like  a  sofa-bed  or 

*  bedstead.    We  then  went  to  the  committee  in  Greystoke* 

*  place ;  I  prodaced  the  bill  and  receipt  from  Bentley  to 
'Thittlewood;  he  desired  me  to  destroy  it,  which  I  did  in 
his  presence.    I  and  yonng  Watson  informed  him  we  had 
got  the  pikes ;  the  elder  Watson  and  f  went  to  the  printer  for 
'the  bills ;  I  afterwards  saw  him  with  the  elder  Watson ;  he 
'said  he  had  been  at  some  office  to  make  enquiries,  whether 
it  was  legal  to  print  them  or  not ;  the  printer  lives  two  or 
three  doors  from  Fleet-street,  the  back  door  oF  the  house 
leads  into  a  court ;  I   went  in  at  the  back  door ;  the 
printer's  name  was  Storer ;  he  said  he  had  once  before  got 
into  a  scrape ;  he  said  he  had  near  two  hundred  finii(hed» 
but  he  should  destroy  them;   he  produced  several  bills 
printed,  but  wonid  not  let  them  go  out  of  his  hand.   Young 
Watson  joined  us ;  we  wanted  him  to  CQt  bis  name  off;  he 
reftisedy  and  said,  he  would  destroy  what  he  had  printed ; 
we  went  to  a  public  house  whilst  he  considered  whether  hd 
would  let  us  have  them.    Watson  returned,  and  brought 
away  the  paper  prepared  for  the  printing ;  I  carried  the 
paper  to  Greystofce-place ;  we  both  of  us  reported  to  the 
committee,  that  we  had  not  got  them  printed.  Then  it  wa4 
resolved,  that  Watson  the   elder  should  go  to  Seale,  a 
printer  in  Tottenham-court-road,  to  get  two  bandred  and 
fifty  printed  off  immediately,  if  he  paid  an  extra  price  (on 
them.      He  went,  and  returned  and  reported  that  there- 
should  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  ready  next  morning  by 
eight   o'clock.      This  was   Monday  the   eleventh,    the 
Monday  before  the  meeting.    Watson  the  elder  reported, 
that  he  had  got  a  man  to  stick  up  the  smaller  at  two- 
AUUngs  and  sixpence  the  hundred,  and-  the  larger  at 
four  shittings  or  four  and  sixpence.    Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
and  Mr.  Hunt  were  to  be  incited  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing ;  a  letter  was  written  by  the  elder  Watson  to  those 
geotieiisen,  and  sent  away.    An  advertisemeot  was  written 

Us 
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hy  tbe  dder  Walsoa  for  the  Stateman^  I  believe  it  w«% 
to  which  it  was  sent,  with,  seven  or    eight  shilliogt 
from  Thistlewood,  to  get  it  put  io  immediatelj.  At  the  fint 
paper  to  which  it  was  sent,  (I  believe  the  Times)  it  was 
xefiised;  all  were  present  at  this  time,  I  was  to^et  die 
oavigatois  together  the  next  momingy  to  distiibate  hand 
hills  amongst  the  manufacturers  and  soldiers,  and  exhibit 
{ilaoards  on  their  hacks.   I,  Harrison  and  Preston^  were  ta 
foUow  the  men  to  see  they  stack  up  the  papers  and  dis» 
ttiboted  them  properly;  I  appointed  the  navigators ac^ 
cordingly,  for  Tuesday  the  12th;  I  went  to  the  Cock  ia 
the  morning;  the  bills  were  not  come  from  Scale's;  I  waat 
to  Seale's,  and  Hooper  with  me ;  we  took  the  pbcards  and 
hills  to  ibe  Godi.   The  sii^  Paddington  navigators  cam^ 
according  as  I  appointed  them ;  I  treated  them  withb/ead, 
ebeese  and  porter;  the  wbde  of  the  committer  was  there. 
Tbistfewood  sent  out  to  purchase  pasteboard  and- string  t^ 
IH  on  their  backs,  and  we  sent  out  the  men  with  thf 
phcaids,  one  by  ooe,  as  fisst  as  they  were  ready ;  direi^tioQS 
were  given  to  the  men  with  the  j^caida,  to  walk  vegit 
slow  in  the  populous  parts,  among  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  and  to  let  the  people  jiead  when  a  crowd  gathere4 
9PQnd  tb^m,  and  to  cl^iver  small  bills  out,  but  not  to  be 
Citiavagant  wi^  ihemr;  -to  deliver  them  to  soldiers  and 
th<  lower  orders  of  people,  and  any  body  out  of  employ  ;^ 
Ipd  tp  deliv^  diem  ai  the  different  factories ;  one  shilling 
was  given  to  each  of  them,  apd  they  were  to  have  anothes 
shilling  when  they  returned  in  the  evening ;  the  three, 
I  was  to  pay,  were  to  return  to  the  Cock«  in  Grafton-^ 
street,  in  the  evenipg^  po  raefive  pay  and  orders  for  next 
day ;  the  eUer  Watson  bff^Ugbt  some  bills  and  placards, 
from  Scale's ;  Hooper  weQt  par(  of  the  way  wUb  me ;  they 
stuck  them  up  at  different  p^lic.  ho^ises^  whese  they  wouldi 
let  them  ;  this  is  on^  of  the  ^maU  bills,  the  l^u'ge  one  is  in 
t|pe  aaneie.  wonW  Vibe;  large.biU  wa&  \i^  wbich,ly»  bef»^ 
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fifodklced  to  you  ;  tbh  I  Imve  ire&d  befbre :  ''  At  a  meeting 
of  the  distressed  manafactorers,  and  so  on/'  I  will  not 
troable  jou  with  it  again : — **  Hooperand  f  went  by  Charing-^ 
cross;  he  said  he  bad  stock  np  one  on  the  pedestal  of  king 
Gbarles,  which  I  afterwards  saw  there ;  he  told  me  that 
he  was  intermpted  by  the  man  attending  the  coaches,  who 
said  he  coold  get  twenty  shillings  for  his  getting  oTer,  for 
some  penalty.  All  the  committee  met  in  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  at  the  Cock,  in  Grafton-street ;  the  next  morn^ 
4ag,  Wednesday,  I  went  to  the  Cock  again,  the  navigators 
came  there  then ;  the  committee  was  appointed  to  meet 
that  evening  in  Greystoke-place ;  we  did  not  all  meet,  ia 
eonsequence  of  a  quarrel  between  young  Watson  and 
Harrison.  Young  Watson  reported  the  quarrel,  all  were 
present  but  Harrison ;  young  Watson  said  to  Harrison, 
^'  if  we  had  not  known  you  well,  I  should  have  thought 
you  a  marplot. '^  Harrison  said,  '^  that  if  they  did  not 
mind,  he,  young  Watson,  was  so  violent,  he  would  bring 
himself  and  all  the  others  into  trouble,  and  he  would  have 
totfiing  more  to  do  with  them."  So  young  Watson  re- 
{lorted ;  this  threw  the  whole  of  us  into  a  state  of  alarm ; 
we  resolved  to  meet  at  another  place,  though  we  thought 
he  would  not  deceive  us,  and  disclose  the  plan.  We  then 
agreed  to  tneet  again  late  in  the  evening ;  Thistlewood 
desir^  me  to  call  in  tlie  mean  time  on  Harrison,  co  know 
why  he  had  withdrawn;  we  appointed  Hooper  on  the 
committee  in  Harrison's  place;  we  appointed  the  com* 
mittee  to  meet  that  night  at  the  Blue-last,  in  Salisbury* 
square.  Fleet-street ;  I  was  to  bring  Hooper  with  me.  I 
went  to  Harrison,  and  reported  what  passed  between  him 
and  me;  I  told  him  yonng  Watson  had  reported  that  he 
had  withdrawn  himself,  and  I  wished  to  know  the  reason. 
He  said  he  had,  and  wished  me  to  do  so ;  he  said  young 
Watson  was  so  violent,  he  would  get  himself  and  every 
body  else  into  trouble.    Harrison  said  ha  wouU  bavH^^ 
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oothiog  more  to  do  with  us,  nekber  would  be  alteodL 
the  Spa-fieMs  meeting.— I  went  to  the  Cock,   in  Gi^af^ 
ton-street,  on  leaving  HarrisoB,  and  there  met  Hoopetj 
and  told  him  he  was  chosen  on  the  committee  in  Hajs^ 
rison's  place.    He  wanted  to  know    the  reason,  I  toid 
him  that  Harrison  and  joung  Watson  had  had  a  quarre  J, 
and  Harrison  had  tnmed  traitor ;  Hooper  said  he  would  oot 
believe  it,    Harrison  came,  and  Hooper  told  him  he  heaxd. 
be  had  turned  traitor,  and  that  he  would  not  believe  it  ; 
I  said  I  had  not  called  him  traitor,  but  young  Watson  had 
called  him  a  marplot..  Harrison  said  he  bad  witlidrawn,  aod 
should  not  attend  the  committee  any  more,  nor  the  meeting. 
Hooper  and  I  went  to  the  Biue-last,  where  the  meetiog 
was  appointed ;  all  came  in  after  I  got  there.  'VYe  stopped 
there  some  time,  but  went  away,  there  he'mg  do  privMlG 
room  there ;  we  went  to  Ho.  g,  Greysloke-place,  went  ioto 
a  two  pair  of  stairs  back  room,  to  which  thece  wasao 
window,  all  six  were  there  with  Hooper  ;  he  was  told  he 
was  elected  in  the  room  of  Harrison,  who  had  withdrawp^ 
and  the  whole  plan  was  explained  to  him,  the  plan  for  next 
Friday  \  the  plan  about  the  barracks  was  at  that  time  done 
away  with,  because  we  could  not  get  the  house.    The  plaa 
for  Friday,  the  i5lh,  was,  that  the  elder  and.  younger 
Watson,  and  Preston,  were  to  address  the  mob  from  the 
waggon  to   be  there   about  twelve,  before  Hunt  came. 
Hunt  was  to  be  there  at  one  o'clock;  and  if  Thistlewood 
saw  the  spirit  of  the  people  ripe  to  ^ct,  tliat  we,  the  com- 
mittee of  six,  were  to  jump  from  the  waj^on  and  head  the 
mob  into  the  town ;  six  cockades,  one  for  each,  and  a  flag^' 
were  to  be  prepared.  .Thistlewood  said,  if  the  mob  called 
for  weapons^  we  were  to  tell  them  we  would  soon  find  them 
weapons  from  the  different  gunsmiths  shops  ;  it  was  men- 
tioned, that  there  was  scarce  a  gunsmith's  shop  in  London 
which  bad  not  been  inspected,  ^  see  what  arms  there  were 
there,  and  the  situation  in  which  they  stood,  so  9S  to  gor 
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4Ureetly  lo  them.    I  cannot  say  whether  the  elder  WatSQtt 
'  or  Thistlewood  mentioned  that,  but  it  was  one  or  the  other ; 
il  was  said,  that  when  arms  were  got,  they  expected  to  go 
down  to  the  Tower,  and  to  take  it  by  surprise.    The  B(ink 
and  ToWer  were  mentioned  ;  if  the  Bank  was  taken,  it  was 
stated  then  how  we  should  proceed ;  we  were  to  get  all 
that  we  could  on  the  top  of  the  Bank,  to  throw  things  from 
-thence,  to  bring  out  the  books,  and,  if  the  soldiers  came, 
we  were  to  burn  the  books,  and  do  away  with  the  national 
debt.    Our  committee  met  on  Thursday  the  14th,  the  day 
before  the  first  meeting,  all  six  met ;   Hooper  was  one, 
Harrison  hiaving  completely  withdrawn  himself.  '  The  re- 
maioder  of  the  bills  were  brought  from  Scale's,  and  bills 
'  and  placards  were  sent  out  on  Thursday  morning  as  before ; 
five  of  us  only  were  there  ;  Preston  came  to  fetch  his  bills, 
and  went  away  to  another  place.   In  the  evening,  our  com- 
mittee met  again,  I  cannot  say  where,  but  I  think  in  Grey- 
'sloike-place  ;  Thistlewood  and  Watson  senior  said  they  had 
se^Q  Hunt  at  Bouverie-street  hotel,  and  that  he  bad  made 
some  objections  to  the  petition  to  be  read  to  the  people, 
and  wished  to  have  one  of  his  own  ;  they  reported  farthA*, 
that  Hunt  had  had  a  letter  from  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  that, 
his  SCO  was  ill  at  Brighton,  and  he  could  not  attend.    We 
agreed  to  meet  next  morning  at  a  public  house  near  White- 
friars,  called  the  Lincolnshire  house;   I  was  to  call  at 
Thistlewood's  to  get  the  colours  and  cockades,  I  was  to 
procure  a  staff.    When  the  committee  broke  up,  Thistle- 
wood and  I  went  to  some 'houses,  to  the  Nag's  Head, 
Caraaby-market,  and  distributed  bills,  and  invited  as  many 
to  come  as  we  could ;  we  distributed  bills  too  for  the  meet- 
ing next  day,  amongst  the  soldiers  by  the  theatre ;  beer 
"was  given' by  Thistlewood  at  those  bouses.    We  never 
went  to  any  place  where  mechanics  were  out  of  work,  to 
whom  we  did  not  give  beer.    One  Gilling,  who  had  been  a 
Serjeant  in  the  Guardtiy  I  conversed  with  in  the  moming  of 
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Fridby.  1  went  to  Tbistlevood's  lodgiogt  in  Sbu&ainptoi» 
jbttiUiiigs,  and  aaw  him;  and  leceiTed  a  flag  and  six 
cockades  book  Mxs.Hiistlewood,  in  tls  presence  of  Thnrtkft* 
wood  and  bit  son — that  was  the  flag.  Thistlewood  gmw^ 
me  moaej  lit  the  saoie  tkne  to  buy  a  staff  for  the  fla^A 
f  went  and  boagbta  staff  on  the  right  hand  side  going  dowa 
Holboni.  When  I  came  to  the  lincoh&shire  pobttc-hoote^ 
tbe  committee  were  all  assembled.  This  was  the  morniog 
of  tbe  fifteenth.  We  found  tbe  staff  not  long  enough,  and 
we  went  to  a  caqienler^s  near  the  pubiio-honsey  and  boagfat 
one,  and  hroogbt  it  back  to  the  pnblic-hoase ;  it  was  ap* 
p!DTed  of.  I  left  the  boose,  aboat  half-^ ast  eleven,  to  gp 
to  Sp»-fields.  Preston^  Hooper,  and  Thistlewood,  left  i^ 
ho^Qse  with  me*  The  Watsons  were  at  Bouverie«sireet 
hotel  with  Hunt*  Old  Watson  had  gone  with  me  to  get 
tbe  staff;  the  Boaverie-street  hotel  is  dose  by.  I  canted 
the  coioofs  in  my  bosom,  and  die  staff-  in  my  hand.  W« 
walked  all  the  way,  and  when  we  got  to  the  fields,  we  sent 
Crisp  to  get  a  coach,  and  gave  him  the  staff;  tbe  coach 
was  first  bronght  to  a  poUio-honse  dose  by  tbe  fields^ 
Hooper  and  Preston  got  in,  and  Crisp  on  tbe  boxi 
TbiQ  coach  drove  towards  MerJio'^^care.  Four  of  the 
committee,  Thistlewood,  Hooper,  PrestM,  and  mysdfi 
w^  at  Merlin Voave.  The  two  Watsons  came  with 
Hupt.  Hwt  got  on  the  roof  of  the  chariot  in  which  he 
pame ;  I  got  on  tike  box  of  Hnnf  s  canriage ;  Thistlewood 
was  o|\  the  box  at  diie  same  time*  Thisdewood  desired  me 
to  hoist  tbecoloars ;  1  tied  them  on  the  staff  handed  ate 
by  Crisp.  There  was  a  large  assembly  then  lonnd  Jder* 
lin'sNcave ;  Hmit  addressed  them  fiom  the  top  of  bis  eai^ 
riage,  and  then  propiosed  to  go  to  the  window  of  Kef linV 
cave.  I  handed  tbe  colours  inla  the  one  pail  of  stairs 
room.  One  Clarke,  I  uadentood^  was  choaiea  diakman* 
Pyallwas  tbeie;  he  was  not  dMirman.  Hmit  liasMd 
parke^  it  w|i9  QOtimtrnhd  thaiPy^Uthoald  beohaiimaw 
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r^iXDl  addrcised  tiie  populace  f ro&i  the  room*  Htiot  pro* 
posed  an  adjourameDt  to  a  foitoight  after  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  Thigtlewood  desired  me  to  tell  young  Wat* 
«on  to  teJl  Hnnt,  to  move  an  amendment  to  adjourn  tiH 
Monday  fortnight.  Watson  told  Mr.  Hunt;  and  he,  or 
young  Watson,  moved  the  amendment ;  it  was  proposed, 
And  unanimously  agreed  to.  After  the  business  was  over, 
we  all  quitted  Meriin's-cave;  I  got  into  the  back oey-coach 
with  Hooper^  the  two  Watsons,  and  Thistlewood«  I 
shewed  the  colours  from  the  ooach-window.  The' horses 
were  taken  off  the  coach,  and  I  was  drawn  along  by  the 
.  populace.  We  ran  against  a  wall.  We  then  walked  to 
JBouverie-street  hotel,  where  Hunt  was;  we  dined  toge- 
ther there,  all  but  Preston,  with  Hunt.  I  and  Hooper  came 
away  together ;  I  went  afterwards  to  Thistlewood's  house, 
on  Sunday,  with  the  colours,  and  delivered  them  to  Mrs. 
Thistlewood  ;  she  was  folding  up  newspapers  with  adver- 
tisements, when  the  meeting  was  to  be  called  again.  This  was 
on  Sunday,  the  17th ;  1  saw  Thistlewood  directing  sareral 
to  different  manufacturing  towns,  Sheffield  and  Birmiog* 
ham,  and  numbers  of  places,  to  be  sent  by  the  post ;  they 
contained  an  account  of  the  last  meeting,  and  advertise- 
S&ents  of  the  next  meeting.  I  was  present  when  the  father 
gave  them  to  the  son,  with  directions  to  put  them  into  the 
post*  A  hand«biU  was  drawn  up  at  Greystoke-place,  that 
Saturday,  for  the  next  meeting,  the  elder  Watson  drew 
it  up;  a  paper  was  drawn  up  by  the  elder  Watson,  calling 
upon  persons  to  subscribe  to  the  expenses  of  the  next  meet- 
ings as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  expense  of  the  past  had 
fallen  upon  one  or  two  individuak.  Every  paper  Thistle- 
wood coold  find  was  destroyed  when  done  with.  Thistle- 
wood frequently  remttided  Doctor  Watson  of  not  having 
papers  about  bim,  as,  if  any  thing  was  found  on  our  per* 
stNia,tbatwa3ilheonlytbingwhichwoulddiscoverns,  Once, 
i«  pfdnionlaKi  TUsdewood  bunie^  uqm  tongs  of  the  Doc- 
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tt>r*s  in  my  prtcMtice*  ^lliis  ia  the  .advertisement  in  -the 
Statesman  which  Watson  drew  up;  it  tallies  with  what  I 
beard  rend: — ^  London, Wedoesdajy  November 20th,  1816. 
The  expenses  (which  have  been  considerable)  of  convening 
the  meeting  on  the  1 3th  instane,  having  fallen  partimlarlj  on 
one  or  two  individoa)s>  and  as  other  expenses  will  ooear^ 
to  promote  the  canse  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  im* 
m^iately  bringing  together  united  ability  and  integrity,  to 
relieve  the  calamities  of  the  nation,  subscriptions  for  that 
purpose  are  received  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Hooper, 
^o.  9,  Greystoke-place,  Fetter^iane.  Signed,  Thomas 
P^ton,  Secretaiy." 

The  witness  then  proceeds;  ♦*On  Monday,  the  18th  N€>- 
vember,  I,  Hooper  and  Preston  went  about  for  subsorip- 
tions;  we  got  about  two  pounds  the  first  day;  we  weoc 
about  the  second  day,  and  every  day,  till  the  meeting  took 
place.    The  money  was  paid  over  to  the  elder  Watson,  in 
the  presence  of  the  whole  committee.    In  the  interval; 
between  the  first  and  second  Spa-fields  meeting,  we  wene 
to  the  gunsmiths  shops,  to  see  what  ammunition  and  so  oa* 
there  was;  particularly  about  the  Tower;  we  went  afeo  to 
the  premises  of  persons  who  supply  ships,  to  see  what  hall, 
cannister  and  grape  there  was  \  we  did  this  on  -five  or  six" 
different  days ;  we  looked  at  two  or  three  gnnsmiths  in  the 
Minories,in  particular, and  oil  shops,  aod  wbere  there  were 
combustibles,  oil,  spirits  of  wine,  8cc. ;  we  made  our  report- 
to  Thistlewood ;  we  met  in  committee  daily,  and  comQHi- 
nicated  what  we  had  done.    Towards  the  close  of  the^ 
month,  I  called,  with  both  the  Watsons,  at  different  times^ 
on  Mr.  Keenes.     I  went  to  the  Tower  with  Thistlewood/ 
walked  all  round  the  Tower,  and  went  into  one  of  the;  can- 
teens used  by  the  soldiers,  and  gave  the  soldiers  some  heer^ 
and  some  bills,  for  the  second  meeting  at  Spa-fields,   Thi» 
is  one  of  the  small  ones;  I  distributed  some  of  these^  <and : 
gave  the  soMiers  drink.    I  went  to  the  Tower  lhreexMr4qiw^ 
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Iknes/ betireeii  the  first  aod  second  meeting;  once  with' 
TUttlewoody  the  other  times  with  young  .Watsoii ;  we  haiF 
bUts  all  the  times V I  distributed  a  great  manj  in  and  roond^- 
the  Tower, ' ah>ng . the  water-side;  I  showed  the  soldiers 
ibet  cockades  twicSe,  led,  white  and  green,  in  one  of  the' 
taps:  about  half  a  dozen  were  present;  a  number  were' 
coming  in  andobt.*  I  asked,if  they  would  like  to  work  for 
a  mastec  who  would  give  them  double  wages,  or  to  be  as' 
they  are ;  whether  they  would  sooner  fight  for  a  big  loaf/ 
or  a  little  one;  those  people'  we  were  drinking  with  might* 
hear,  what  pB»ed«    Our  dommittee  met  once  or  twice  eveiry ' 
day,  or  every  night,  for  reports ;  we  disf^ussed  our  plans  at' 
these  meetings;  after  being  at  the  Tower,  we  reported 
what  we'  had -docw,  and*how  we  found  the  spirits  of  the* 
people;  every  thhig  was*  reported  reguhrly.  Thistle  wood/ 
or  the'  elder  Watson,  proposed,  that  if  we  could  get 
a  couple  of  hundred  young  women  together,'  and  dress 
them  in  white,  tat  them^  to  cany  the  sm^l  flags  and  cock-'' 
ades ;  or  if  we  had  money  enough,  tluit  we  shonlddress  then^' 
att'alike,  to  take  off  the  attention  of  the  soldiers,  that  they' 
should  not  ride  oiver  us,  the  committee  heading  the  mob; 
I  called  on  Keehes,'once  with  the  elder,'and  once  with' the' 
younger -Wataon ;    he  Vas  chairman   of' the    Spencean 
society  at  the  Nag*s  Head  ;  we  asked  how  long'  it  would* 
mke  tomake  us  six  great'  coats:;  we' asked  him  to  attehd' 
anddinewithUs,  atNo.i,  Dean-street':  Watson  had* taken' 
lodgings   al;   Dean-^street,'  Fetter-lane,'  'to  ^  avdid 'being^ 
diaeovered  at  Greysioke-plaoe.  'In  the*  last  week  of 'No-' 
WMiber,  we  went  over  Black friars^bridge  to  the  New*&it,* 
to  WestmsosterHToad;' we' went  there  tohii'e  a  waggon  or 
stage,  to  deliver  ^eeohea  from  at  th^  S{>a^fi^lds  meetingY 
wefooikd a  man,  who  said  he  Had>a^  mouni^faaiit  stage-  tcy 
mSki  he  ashed  eight  pounds  for  it;*  Tbiltlewt^od  oflSsW 
two  |>0UQds*  for  the  loan  of  it  for  a-few^  hotirs^;  the*nian^ 
iikt  it.  go,  onkstf  itwras  ioU/adldiha  Ukr  the' 


■KMMy ;  Thislla^ood  Md  iq  a  IMe  ttHie  he  vonld  be  gUt 

to  9¥e  the  vbole  of  bis  carriages  for  notbiog;  ive  went 

after wwds  to  tevecal  places :  I  was  desired  by  TUatievroocI  to 

get  a  waggon ;  I  went  to  one  Ware,  who  recommencieril 

■le  to  Windemud^  who  had  ooe;  I  went  totlieSUp,  aiad 

sent  £o€  Wiadeoiade  ibere*     I  allied  for  a  waggon,  to 

dfBiiver  a  few  speecbea  in  Spa-fidds;  he   asked  lluee 

poands,  and    three   sbiUings    for   the  boys  dearing  it 

oat;   I  was  to  let  hua  know  the  next  day  if  i  woaM 

take  it  \  I  saw  Tbisdewood  that  ereDing,  and  reported 

what  I  had  done ;  he  appKored  of  it,  and  told  me  to 

go  and  take  ir,   and    pay  the   deposit,  out  of  aaoney 

1  had  heloafpng  to  the  committee ;  I  did  so.  On  FriNlayy 

the  a^  No^rember,  I  and  yoong  Walaoa  went  into  the 

Stomd,  to  loo)c  to  die  arms,  gniK,  |Mstols,  and  sabrea, 

hanging  op  at  ExeteM^habge,  imd  at  ^  girasinidis'  -shops 

<yposite ;  I  looked  atseveial  shofSj^  and  one  where  dim 

were  a  gpeat  nsmy  BwoBds,'kii»es,.andearvang  knitvs;    I 

went  to  the  Savoy^  and  antong  tiie  peapfei^oiking  at'dW' 

new  Bridge  we  delivered'oar  hSk  oat,  and.  invited  all  ww- 

coqU  find;  and  the  sMie  at  die  Fos-oader-lbeMini*:  I. 

want  to  the  top  or  eantoeo.at  the  Hove  Gnaids,  and  aasr 

soldieni  there ;  we  asked  them  (Watson,  jnmior  spob^)- if; 

they  1^  heard  any  newi,  thesoMiets  asked  what  ntws;  w)fe. 

said  fifty  thousand  Rnssiaps  weret  ooming^  this^  thonsaad) 

qI  them  were  landed  at  Woolwfch;  the  s<ddiers  said  they 

did  not  think  diat  Government  had  sent  £sr  Bassans,  tot 

if  tMey  could  not  depend  «pon  them  they  woidd  my  sims 

dispatcdi  the  Rassiani^  and  not  sufier  them  to  doaBtMer 

awoT  thanu    M  we  weae  coming  oat  we  BKt  an  aisOIeny 

maSfdiiSsedm  blae^  and  asked  Iwl  if  he  bad  any  orders  fisr 

Holiday  next,  and  if  he  had  hesrd  of  the  amating  ;  he<i 

l|frha4n|Si.oidam;  I  gate  him  ssvMd.Jiiilt  and 

l|in^  todisaphatothamamong  hii  oQBBpaiiDM>  tfaansUisn^* 

nim  A^fHiJhWto^  I  idled  iheasidic«todriklrfi»mri 
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water  with  me,  hd  lefosed.  Watson  the  yoimgei^  And-t 
liien  went  tp  Ware's  \  Ware  Jives  by  Hoi»ciferry-»road.  I 
foDod  there  A  seijeatit  of  tbfe  Guards ;  I  convevied  with 
him  aboQi  the  meeting,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  wish  ta 
have  bay  conversatiofl  aboat  such  things ;  I  gave  WaM 
some  bills;  he  ktuck  large  placards  io  his  shop.  We  then 
wtot  to  the  Ship  in  Horse^ferry-rocsd,  and  sent  for  Win<» 
demode  there  ^  I  agreed  with  him  for  the  waggon/ an^ 
gave  him  tM  shillings  art  a  deposit ;  X  gpive  him  directions 
as  to  the  time  and  place,  and  promised  to  see  him  again 
#n  Sunday  night  with  further  directions^  •  We  went  after- 
irards  to  &  smith  VMandaley^  by  the  A^lnmi  Westminster* 
road ;  we  went  to  a  public  house  dear  Maudsley's  manufac- 
tQcy>  eight  or  ten  men  were  at  ibeir  dinner ;  we  distributed 
'^ills  to  them ;  we  bad  received  twdnFe  shillings  and  sixpence 
tobfcription  firom  them  before ;  they  fHromised  to  come  lo 
die  meeting.  We  went  afterwards  to  Dean^street,  f  etter«» 
bme>  Watson's  lodgings,  andsaw  all  the^sopimittee  Acre ;  we 
xeportAd  irhat  we  h^ddone  abant,the  waggon,  whicbwas 
Ii9i<i;ib  appcoved  of.  At  No^  9,  jQreystoke-place,  a  weaver 
qam^and  brought  some  tri-cplonied  ribbon, green,  red,  and 
fdiilt }  WalseAfaidibim  something  more  tl^ao  two  pounds, 
atteapenoeayard;  I. had  three  or  four  yards  of  it;  .The 
comn^itleematagaift  on  Saturdfiy  morning,  the  gotb,  at 
Ko.  1,  Peam-s^reet.;.  Thistlewood  said^  what  wane  w^.to.do 
far.  aom^  ibr  pistols^  sabres^  and  short  ditks  Yoong  Wat* 
son  said  be  «onld.g0  andprnrohasc  them ;  fiva  pounds  was 
jpwen.  Uip  bjF.TUstlcfwbod  fsa  tbait  purpose.  Thistlewood 
aBiii:th^]r.riio(nld\ooly  wimthalf  a  ^oasn  pik%  for  if  we  got 
Iha  better ,foc  tsroJmurs^^ve  sh»u|d  have  aims  and  aiMHi* 
isftms,.  indjavBiythingiwe  wanted*  We  then  s4p«Mia< 
ta  gouoifr  v^BflbcBt  iMmda»  Honper  iand  I  toigo.lMnurii 
WiMlHitiin,  jMiangatiheaawtgalow/t»»t*Hta  flieaitft  tfaa 
amat^gLon. Mondays  ,i>ieliaAI#b^«44Mrtii|HtM 
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We  advteed  them  U>  come  in  as  large  a  b6d  j  as  they  coold  f 
a  great  many  promi'sed  to  come.   In  my  retoro,  I  obserred^ 
a  brass-barrelled  pair  of  pistols  at  a  Mr.  FliDt's^  tbey  bang* 
Mtside  the  door;  I  asked  the  price ;  Hooper  was  with  me ; 
I  bid  him  dghteen  sbilliogs^  which  he  agreed  to  take ;  J* 
left  a  deposit  of  two' shillings. '  Hooper  and  I  returned  to 
Dten-stitet ;  we  feand  ThistJewood,  the  two  Watsom, 
Preston,  and  Keeaes,  that  was  the  first  time  of  his  being 
there;  I  observed  two  or  three  pair  of  pistols  lying  on  the: 
table ';  yoang  WAtson  was  casting  bnliets  in  a  monid  b& 
had  bought  for  the  purpose,  of  the  siae  of  the  pistols; 
young  l^atson  said  he  bn^l  giVen  twenty-^ght  shillings  ar 
pair  for  them;  I  said    I   hafl   bought  a  better  padr  fer: 
eighteen  shillitigs ;  Tbistlewood  sald^  why  did  not  I  hring 
them  with  roe ;  I  said  I  had  no  money,'  I  bad  left  a  cieposit* 
of  two  shillings  for .  tbem.     I  said,  I  \iad  seen  a  pair  at 
FUnt's  which  I  could  have  cheaper ;  a  short .  sword  aad- 
difk  stick  lay  on  the  table,  which  I  had  .seen  in  the  pos-' 
session  of  Dr.  Watson  before ;  such  a  dirk  stick  as  that. 
There  was  some  talk  about  a  sword,  and  two  short  ones  ;•' 
I  was  desired  to  go  to  Stacey's  and  buy  them ;  I  went  and* 
got  a  long  sword,  a  short  sword,  and  a  brace  of  pistols/ 
trom  Stacey's.     I  (hen  went  to  Edgeware-road,  airi  paid^ 
die  lesiainder  of  the  money^  sixteen  shillings,  which,  with 
die  two  shffiings,  made  eighteen  shilliogs,  and  had  the 
brasflhbarrel  pistols ;  and  agreed  to  giye  tweWe  shillings 
for  another  pair,  one  of  whidi  was  broken  in  the  guaid ;  I 
left  a  deposit  of  two  dhilliags.    Thistkwood  gave. me, 
another  one  pound  note,  and  bade  me  fetch  them  neirt 
nx^ming.    Watson  said,  we  have  brave  news,  my  soa' 
James  has  brought  news ;  he  can  bring  Sfteen  thousand, 
men  himsetf,  and  has  heard  wh^e  there  were  fifty  dionaand 
aland  of  aftns  belonging  to  ,the  East  or  West  India  Cooi* 
pimy. '  1%sstIewobd  said/ then  we  must  alter  our  plan; 
thilt  yMng  Watson'  s^bald  go  down  to  Waiting,  and^ 
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Preittei  tO'Sphdfieldfl^olk  ]!^<HuilK3r  morning  esffly;  Preifttoft 
waft  to  j^  ias  .'many  ffdm  Spitalfields  as  be  cociid ;  as 
be  was  sure  that  be  could  get  as  many  as  fifteen  handred ; 
^Thistlewodd  said,  that  they  should  go  down  early  in  th6 
morning  to  get  confidential  men  to  make  them  cap- 
tains,, or  give  them  the  hint  what  was  to  be  don^^ 
Young  Watson  said,  bat  all  the  old  soldiers  want  com- 
missions/ what  are  we  to  do  with  them?  Thisttewood 
said,  yon  mi^st  do  the  best  you  can,  for  we  mast  all 
fight,  and  hard,  till  we  get  the  best  of  it.  I  was  to  go  to 
liOndoa-bridge,  to  meet  the  smiths,  as  I  was  best  known 
(o  them ;  I  am  n  smith  ;  I  was  to  collect  all  I  could,  and 
proceied  to  Tower-Hill,  where  I  was  to  be  met  by  young 
Watson,  when  we  were  to  attack  the  Tower  ;  and  if  the 
feoidiers  would  not  let  us  in  by  solicitation,  we  were  to 
take  it  by  storm.  There  wiere  several  who  had  seen  us 
before,  and  we  thought  we  should  get  in  wthout  any 
difficulty.  We  were  to  offer  them  a  hundred  guineas 
down,  or  double  pay  for  Kfe,  which  they  chose.  Our 
pistols  were  loaded ;  the  colours  and  cockades  were 
then  in  Thistlewood's  possession.  I  went  to  Greystbkc- 
placie ;  there  Dr.  Watson  was  to  write  the  inscription  on 
the  calico.  I  saw  the  inscription,  **  The  brave  soldiers 
fere  our  brothers,  treat  them  kindly."  He  said  that  would 
have  a  great  impression  on  the  minds  of  t'he  soldiers. 
He  took  the  calico  to  No.  i.  Dean-street.  I  took  the 
brass  barrel  pistols  with  me  which  I  had  bought  of  Flint  j 
Hooper  a  brace  of  pistols,  which  he  had  produced  at  the 
meeting  as  his  pxwchase.  On  Sunday  the  ist  of  December 
1  went  for  the  pistols,  for  which  I  had  deposited  two 
shillings,  paid  the  remaining  ten  shillings,  and  brought 
them  away.  I  went  on  that  Sunday  to  No.  i.  Dean-street; 
I  took  Richard  Angel  with  me,  whom  I  had  employed  tb 
|BQake  the  staff,  and  paid  him  three  shillings.  On  my 
^trrival^  1  found  young  Watson  there^  and  gave  Ujtr  th^ 
Yql.  li.  K  k 
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pistob^  and  yomig  WalMm  pot  ikem  into  &  eopiiottd. 
Hooper,  Preston,  tbe  two  Watftons,  and  Angel  dined ; 
Keenet  came  when  dinner  was  neaily  over.  .  Thiatlewood 
•did  not  dine ;  he  said  he  was  going  to  have  the  two  Erans's 
lo  dine  with  him  at  fbar.  This  was  at  one  i/cloek.  I  was 
called  out  by  yoang  Watson  and  Thistlewood  into  the 
ywrd  at  the  back  of  the  honse ;  young  Watson  said,  ^  What 
do  yon  bring  thai  utianger  here  for  i  bow  do  we  know  that 
you  do  not  bring  bim  to  betray  us?'  1  got  AngeFaway. 
I  was  to  return  to  No.  9,  Gre^stdce^Iace;  I  went  to 
Greystoke-plaoe;  I  met  elder  Watson,  Thistlewood,  and 
Hooper.  After  reprimanding  me  for  bringing  a  stranger, 
the  remainder  of  the  arms  was  produced,  and  divided 
amongst  us.  Tbe  flag  and  about  six  cockades  were  de- 
Krered  to  me.  Tbisdewood  returned.  All  the  committee 
were  there  but  young  Watson  and  Piston.  Thistlewood 
gave  me  two  one  pound  notes  to  go  and  pay  the  remainder 
of  the  money  for  the  waggon.  The  plans  were  arranged 
for  Monday  morning;  Thistlewood  and  old  Watson, 
Keenes,  Hooper,  and  I  were  to  go  with  the  w^gon  from 
the  top  of  Chancery-lane  to  Spa-fields ;  the  coloun  and 
banners  were  to  be  put  into  tbe  waggon,  and  Hooper  was  to 
liave  the  charge  of  them ;  joung  Watson,  and  Watson  the 
elder,  and  Preston  had  speeches  prepared.  Young  Watson 
and  Preston  were  absent ;  all  the  rest  of  the  committee 
present.  Thistlewood  said,  if  he  found  tbe  spirit  of  the 
people  ripe,  that  he  should  then  jump  down" — ^Tliis  was 
his  statement  of  tbe  measure  to  be  adopted  at  the  meeting 
on  the  2d'  of  December,  as  it  had  been  previously  for  that 
of  the  15th  of  November, — ^''and  head  them  before  Mr.Hant 
came/' — ^This  appears,  by  the  evidenc^  of  several  witnesses, 
to  have  been  acted  upon  on  tbe  2d  of  December. — *^  It  was 
arrpnged  for  us  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  precisely  at  the 
J^lack  Dog  in  Drury-laqe ;  Hooper,  Keenes,  Thistlewood^ 
the  elder  Watson,  and  myself.    1  went  to  the  Ship  public- 
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bobaei  and  paid  Wiodeinude  two^f>Q]ind«  iHOre.  *  Lap* 
]x>itited  the  waggon  to  be  at  the  lop  of  ChaDcerj-lmie;  It 
came  accordingly.  I  gave  Windemude  a  bitof  ribbon,  aqd 
the  servant  maid  of  the  house  some*  The  next  morning, 
the  2d  of  December,  I  went  to  the  Black  Ddg.  1  found 
Tbiatlewood,  the  elder  Watson,  Hooper,  and  Keepes 
there.  I  enquired  for  young  Watson  and. Preston,  and 
was  told  they  were  gone  to  the  Minories  and  Spitalfiqldt 
,to  collect  all  the  men  they  could.  Pistols  were  produced 
there.  Thistlewood  said,  if  any  magistrates  or  officers 
interfere,  we  were  to  shoot  or  ran  theip  through ;  that 
he  did  not  mind  the  civil  power,  if  he  could  keep  off  the 
horse  soldiers.  Sixty  or  seventy  bullets  were  put  into  an 
old.stocl^ing,  and  given  to  Keenes  to  take  tp  the  waggon. 
Hooper  and  I  found  the  waggon  at  Chancery-lane,  with 
Windemude  and  two  boys.  Hooper  aqd  I  went  to  my 
•lodgings  for  the  flag ;  I  tied  it  on  the  staff,  and  deposited 
it  in  the  waggon  in  the  charge  of  Hooper,  I  rolled  .it 
round  the  staff.  I  then  went  to  Nob  i,  Dean-street,  where 
I  found  Keenes  wrapping  up  the  banner  in  two  oI4 
blankets ;  it  was  made  of  calico  stretched  on  a  frame.  I 
then  went  to  London  bridge  to  meet  the  smiths,  as  I  had 
been  ordered ;  I  found  none  there;  every  thing  was  quiets 
Then  I  went  to  the  Tower ;  I  found  the  gates  shut,  and 
an  extra  sentry  on.  I  went  to  the  soldier,  and  asked  him 
why  the  gates  were  shut  up ;  he  said,  on  account  of  the 
ineeting. '  I  then  went  to  the  Bank^  and  found  the  gates 
shut  up.  I  then  went  to  Little  Britain,  near  West  Smith- 
£e]d.  I  there  heanl  a  great  shout.  The  first  persons 
I  saw  were  Dr.  Watson  and  Tbutlewood.  I  asked 
Watson  where  his  son  and  the  rest  were;  he  said,  ^^  To 
.the  Tower;  Jack  to  the  Tower,  or  else  we  shall  be  too 
late/'  They  w^ent  on  towards  Lad-lane  and  the  Tower, 
and  I  lost  sight  of  them ;  I  saw  Keenes  soon  after.  Dr. 
Watson  had  a  dirk  stick  in'  his  hand,  but  uQt  drawn* 

Kka 
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KeeDes  and  I  got  into  CbeapMcie ;  Keeoes  told  me  what 
had  taken  place  ia  Spa-fidds;  he  said,  he  was  afnid  ha 
had  left  the  blankets  and  balls  in  the  waggon.  I  met  Mr« 
Hunt  going  in  the  diiectioo  for  Spa^fields ;  be  was  in  his 
tandem.  I  went  through  the  city  towards  the  Tower ;  I 
saw  jooDg  Watson  dose  to  the  Bank,  at  the  hadi  of  the 
Exchange;  the  mob  were  with  him,  he  had  a  sword 
drawn." — ^According  to  this  evideooe,  young  Watson  had 
bis  sword  drawn ;  that  certainly  is  as  dear  and  manifest 
an  act,  indicating  a  purpose  of  levying  war,  as  has  been 
Qsually  exhibited  in  any  trials  for  high  treason. — '*  He  was 
encouraginjr  the  mob  to  follow  him ;  there  were  two  huo* 
dred  men  and  boys,  some  were  firing  in  the  air ;  I  spok« 
to  him;  he  went  towards  BishopsgateHstroet,  and  into 
Bishopsgate-street  I  met  them  again  at  the  lower  eaA 
of  Houndsditch  by  the  Minories;  young  Watson  was  still 
at  the  bead  of  them.  IJe  went  to  a  gnnsmith's  which  we 
had  looked  at  before,  and  rapped  very  violently,  but  could 
not  gain  admittance ;  he  said,  he  knew  where  there  was 
another  gunsmith's,  and  bad  them  follow  him.  The  shop 
was  broken  open,  and  all  the  arms  brought  our,  guns, 
swords,  pistols,  and  pikes.  Youn^  Watson  was  close  \A 
them,  by  the  door ;  the  elder  Watson,  Tbistfewood,  and 
Preston,  were  all  tliere ;  the  elder  Watson  had  a  ditk  in 
his  hand,  drawn;  Thistlewood  had  a  pistol;  Preston  was 
there,  but  I  did  not  notice  whether  Preston  had  arms;  I 
saw  young  Watson,  with  a  sword  drawn  and  a  beh  roaiid 
him.  The  mob  went  to  "another  gunsmith's  lower  down, 
that  was  broken  open ;  two  small  brass  field-pieces  were 
brought  out,  and  also  guns,  s!^*ords,  pistols,  and  amnnmi- 
tion.  This  was  close  by  Tower-hill,  within  a  door  €jr  two*; 
Watson  the  younger,  Watson  the  elder,  and  Preston  were 
there;  there  were  some  sailors  in  the  mob;  the  mob  fired 
in  the  air;  the  elder  and  the  younger  Watson  bade  them 
save  their  ammunition  for  sometfaiog  better,  and  ndt  fire 
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ft  away  in  waste.  One  of  the  sailors  began  to  ^unge  th« 
field  piece.  I  saw  Thistlewood  and  the  elder  Watson  g^ 
as  close  to  the  rails  of  the  Tower  as  diej  could  get;  they 
seemed  addressing  themselves  to  the  soldiers  across  the; 
ditch.  I  was  not  near  enough  to  hear  what  the  conver- 
sation was ;  I  was  behind  them,  and  thirty  or  forty  yarda 
from  them*  There  was  a  great  noise  on  the  hill,  I  wa»  ia 
the  midst  of  it ;  I  was  not  above  twenty  yards  from  the 
nearest  gunsmith's  shop.  They  returned  up  the  Minories 
to  go  to  Spa-fields  to  get  a  greater  force.  Thistlewood 
bad  a  long  brown  ^reat-coat,  a  blue  coat  under  it,  and 
small- clothes  and  top-boots;  both  of  them  were  address 
sing  the  soldiers,  they  stood  side^ways  to  me;  they  were 
surrounded  bjr  very  few  people;  they  addressed  themselves 
to  the  soldiers  on  the  Tower ;  there  were  as  many  as  forty 
or  fifty.  One  of  the  wheels  of  the  small  field*piece  came 
•IF;  on  the  appearance  of  some  soldiers  on  the  Miilorie^ 
the  greater  part  of  the  mob  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
lan  away ;  I  walked  forward  with  them,  as  if  I  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  till  the  soldiers  had  passed  me ;  I  stopped 
Wl  near  dark,  then  I  went  to  No.  i.  Dean-street,  and  at  six 
or  hal/^-past  six  found  the  two  Watsons,  Thistlewood,  and 
Preston ;  the  elder  Watson  began  packing  up  his  linen, 
and  papers,  as  if  going  away.  I  enquired  where  they 
were  going^  Thistlewood  said,  they  bad  a  house  prepared 
in  the  country,  and  we  should  hear  from  them  in  a  day  or 
two.  1  asked  where  Hooper  wasf  they  told  me  he  waa 
taken  with  the  coiouiB^and  some  of  us  must  expect  to  be 
taken.  He  said,  W6  should  hear  from  them  in  a  day  or 
two.  I  asked,  if  they  had  shot  any  body  ?  young  Watson 
said,  be  did  not  know.  Thistlewood  said,  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  now  thnt  the  people  were  not  ripe  enough  to  act. 
The  two  Watsons  and  he  went  away  together  about  seven 
•r  half  past  six ;  whatever,  war  left,  Preston's  daiigbter  waa 
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to  take  away  to  No.  9,  Greystokeplace,  and  tbe  key  left 
with  Preston."* 

Tl)€  cross-examioatioii  of  this  witness  took  place  on  the 
next  day.  Then  he  said, ''  1  am  the  John  Castle  descnibed 
hi  the  list  of  witnesses.  I  have  not  convened  with  any- 
body about  my  examination  yesterday,  nor  read  it.  I  have 
been  a  prisoner  since  the  g\h  of  February  on  a  charge  oE 
high  treason,  on  the  same  high  treason  which  the  prisoner 
Watson  is  tried  for.  I  was  committed,  I  think,  on  the  9th 
of  Febroary ;  I  was  arrested  on  Smaday  morning  the  9th  of 
Tehruary.  I  have  not  a  promise  of  pardon,  nor  have  I 
committed  any  thing  reqoirrng  a  pardon  ;  I  have  had  no 
promise  of  pardon.  I  was  not  referring  to  the  matters 
now  in  question.  I  communicated  every  thing  when  I 
was  brought  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  there 
was  no  proc;ise  of  pardon  directly  or  indirectly  made  to 
me.  Mr.  Nodder  told  me,  that  the  charge  of  high  treason 
against  me  was  withdrawn ;  but  I  never  applied  to  be  let 
out  of  custody.  I  do  not  know  who  have  been  exumned 
on  this  trial ;  I  have  seen  Bentiey,  but  not  talked  to  him 
in  going  to  the  grand  jury  room.  1  went  in  custody  of  an 
ofiic^j-  to  the  diffcfrent  public  bonses.  I  went  to  Jtaiadelf^ 
or  Randall's,  and  to  two  public  houses  at  Paddingion,  not 
to  the  canteen.  I  know  the  brother  of  Crisp,  one  George 
Crisp;  I  met  him  by  accident;  I  did  not  tdl  him  the  sita- 
ation  T  was  in  ;  he  did  not  know,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  I 
was  in  custody.  1  told  him,  that  I  wanted  to  see  his  bro- 
ther ;  but  that  if  he  would  go  to  Mr.  Stafford,  he  would 
speak  to  him  about  a  petition,  that  he  wrote  for  Doctor 
Watson  and  me.  I  desired  George  to  communicate  this 
to  John  Crisp ;  nobody  had  desired 'me  to  do  so ;  I  sent 
him  to  Mr.  Stafibrd  on  my  own  account ;  I  toU  George  it 
would  be  to  John's  advantage,  if  his  brother  were  not  in 
employ.    I  went  to  the  Tower  to  find  out  a  man  who  was 
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at  the  j^ablic  boose  when  we  were  treating  the  soldiera 
with  beer,  and  wbeo  we  had  shewn  cockades  to.  the  sol* 
diers.  We  found  the  man  at  last ;  he  lived  at  the  sign  of 
the  Pumpkin/  somewhere  by  Mark-lane ;  I  cannot  think 
of  his  name.  Mr.  Stafford  and  one  Salmon  walked  round 
with  me.  Mr.  Stafford  was  not  with  me  when  I  saw  Crisp  ; 
we  went  to  the  Stone  Kitchen ;  the  landlord  had  removed 
to  sopae  other  place,  to  the  Pumpkin,  we  found  him  there ; 
be  said  he  did  not  recollect  any  thing  of  the  kind.  I  told- 
Stafford,  we  had  shewn  cockades  in  the  tap.  We  enquired 
for  a  woman  who  went  by  the  name :  of  Old  Maiy,  and  « 
boy.  We  went  to  the  Black  Lion,  Vinegar*yard ;  I  asked 
the  landlady,  if  she  remembered  givii^  beer  about*  I  never 
saw  the  list,  written  or  printed,  before  i  nor  have  I  had  one 
io  my  hand.  She  said,  she  recollected  somelbingf  of  the 
kind,  but  would  call  the  boy.  We  next  went  to  Newton's 
in  Long-acre ;  I  asked  if  he  recollected  me ;  be  said, 
perfectly  well.  I  went  to  the  man  I  had  gone  to  about 
hiring  the  stage;  I  went  withStaffoid,nottoeoUeGt  i^videbcev 
I  dad  notkpow  what  purpose  he  was  taking  me  imnd  for, 
but  onlyito  learn  whether  those  were  the  people  and  placet 
I  had  mentioned ;  I  believe  it  related  to  the  trial.  I  am  a 
whitesmith ;  I  left  it  off,  but  cannot  tell  to  a  year  or  two 
when  I  left  the  employ ;  I  have  done  no  work  at  that  trade 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  years ;  I  have.dooe  jobs  for  myself  in 
repairing  a  lock,  and  so  on ;  not  to  work  for  any  body  else: 
in  iron-work.  I  have  left  Harwich  some  time.  I  was  in  the 
figure-making  way,  at  No.  5,  Newton-street,  making  paper 
dolls,  when  my  acquaintance  with  the  prisoners. began.  I 
stated  myself  to  be  in  great  distress,  and  was  so.  I  was  nevet 
under  commitment  before."r— Then  he  corrected  himself,and 
said,  that  he  meant  tried. — ^  I  was  at  Guildford  in  Surrey  ; 
I  was  under  commitment  twice,  once  at  Abergavenny,  and 
the  other  time  at  Guildford.  I  was  taken  up  there  for 
putting  off  forged  notes^  uttering  foiged  notes ;  I  was  not 
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tried  «i  OidtdMbid,  bat  mm  aAnitted  evtdetice  ngHfutt  fb# 
Gther ;  he  soffered  by  the  JawB  of  hk  eomatxy^  ha  snSer^ 
three  orfoir  jeanago;  the  man's  name  w&i  Oavia;  b«  warn 
ooauDiued  at  the  suit  of  tfae  Baok  of  EnglancL  i  rnader 
Bp  bargaiii  with  the  Bank.  I  told  tfae  Bank  1  bid  beein^ 
dragged  into  tfae  fausioess.  inoocently ,  and  would  commmU'-' 
eate  tfaewfaole  of  the  lMisiQe8&.  I  knew  one  Gree&away  ; 
I  was  -witness  against  bini^  be  was  with  me  when  1  waa; 
apprehended.  He  pleaded  gcdlty,  and  was  transported* 
There  were  three  of  us,  I  and  two  others.  I  do  not  knos^' 
mj  age  to  a  yeor  or  two.  I  am  about  twemy*eigb(  or 
twenty  •nine  years  of  age.  Tfae  last  person  i  worked  for 
wasaMrs.  Angel  at  DoDcaster.  I  worked  there  from  a 
child.  1  was  bom  at  &oiitJi*£irby  in  Yorkahire.  I  wa» 
eomiisiited  at  Abergareniiyy  oa  a  Aaige  of  taking  a^a^. 
a  French  prisoner.  I  beard  the  magUttsite  say,  if  th^ 
sAflftt  bad  pten  doae  by  a  Commissioaer  of  Ttansports,  be 
vooU  have  oomaitted  faioi.  I  was  accfaaitited  with  one 
Warner ;  he  gave  me  (wo  letters  to  be  seiit  o^er  thcf  water 
ta  Buonaparte }  when  I  got  possession  of  them,  I  and-  two 
foXuat  officefS|,ose  Dickinsy  went  to  the  Transport  Uffioe, 
and  saw  one  Sogdeiiy  a  clerk  of  the  Transport  EUmrd  tiierej 
I  gave  hin^  the  letiesB.  DicUms  was  sent  down  with  me 
to  bring  a  Colonel  Pooirett^  tp  Landon :  Colonel  Pouvett^ 
would  not  come  away  till  the  b^inning  of  the  month 
following.  I  came  to  London  and  commiuiicated  that  to 
Sogden,  and  i  was  sent  back  the  same  evening  by  the 
Bristol  mail,  to  bring  Colonel  Pouvett^  f|om  Abergavenny 
to  London.  Sugden  gave  me  orders  to  shew  to  any  person 
on  the  road,  if  I  was  attempted  to  be  stopped.  I  went 
down>  and  was  apprehended  with  Colonel  Ponvett^,  he 
having  coaiie  away  with  me.  I  got  a  cart  by  Colonel  Pou-^ 
Tette's  desire.  I  do  not  reflOtember  the  magistrate's  name. 
I  was  told  that  Colonel  Pouvettd  was  an  artiUery  officer' 
^emiwsacg  in  Buoofiparte's  army.    Hie  %st  time  J  ^aw. 
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hkn  hegate  the  the  leaer';  the  magistrate  committed  ihr/ 
though  Sugden's  letter  was  prodaced^  because  I  hai^  not 
an  Older  for  bis  coming  away.  Warner  was  confined  in 
BrideweU  for  getting  prisoners  away.  I  weritto  Totbffl- 
fieids  Bridewell  to  see  Kennett,  Kennett  referred  me  to 
Warner.  I  was  desired  to  take  those  two  letters  out  for 
Warner ;  he  is  now,  I  believe,  in  Kent ;  those  letters  led 
to  the  plan  1  hare  since  stated.  Mr.  Dickins  was  to  go 
down  with  me  to  Abergavenny ;  I  know  nothing  of  the 
time*  When  I  had  the  conversation  with  Watson  at  my 
lodgings,  I  desired  the  person  who  was  in  the  room  to  go' 
out.  I  do  not  know  my  wife's  age.  I  have  had  three 
or  tour  children;  four  children ;  she  is  in  Yorkshire.  My 
children  died  (hn»e  or  four  years  ago ;  the  eldest  would  be 
ten  years  old,  if  he  had  lived.  The  mother  is  living,  she 
lived  with  me  as  my  wife.  I  was  married  at  Dover-court 
Church,  near  Harwich,  ten  or  twelve  yean  ago ;  her  name 
w;as  Prickett.  I  have  lived  with  another  person  since. 
My  real  wife  was  in  the  room  when  Watson  called.  I  was 
never  married  before  I  married  Mrs.  Prickett.  I  lived 
farmeriy  at  Mother  Thoms,  in  King-street,  Soho ;  she  kept 
a  lodging  hoos^  for  females ;  it  was  let  by  the  week ;  Mo*' 
therTboms*s  was  not  an  house  of  ill  fame  let  for  an  hour 
or  half  an  hour,  it  is  an  boose  for  youtig  woa)en ;  but  I 
do  noC  believe  that  ik  is  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution. 
I  lived  there  as  her  hvsband,  not  as  a  protector  or  bully. 
She  let  her  lodgings  at  so  much  a  week ;  she  let  three 
floors  t«  three  different  women.  There  was  no  room  for 
chance  customers.  I  never  interfered  with  the  letting  of 
the  rooms,  nor  took  notice  when  people  visited ;  they  took' 
lodgings,  and  paid  for  them.  I  neither  paid  or  received. 
I  believe  they  were  let  out  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution, 
IniC  t  know  nothing  of  that.  My  name  is  on  the  door' 
add  4ms  been  for  a  year  and  a  half;  it  is  there  now 
with  a  [Aatfe  ovet  it;  it  is  not  legible  on  the  door;  I' 
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hxve  not  been  thtt  way  for  eigbt  or  nine  months ;  Mother 
Thorns  is  dead;  I  sent  my  wife  into  the  country  by  Doo- 
caster  to  see  my  fiieods ;  I  know  a  yoong  woman,  one 
Stieeter,  daughter  of  a  baker  at  Brighton;  ftbe  is  about 
seventeen  years  of  age  I  believe,  but  I  do  not  know  faer 
age;  1  have  been  twice  at  Brighton.  On  the  2d  of  De- 
cember I  proceeded  to  London  bridge ;  I  went  between 
eight  and  mne  to  the  Black. Dog,  and  from  thence  to  meet 
the  waggon  at  the  top  of  Chancery*lane,  between  nine 
and  ten ;  I  pat  in  the  colours,  I  do  not  know  wbo  pat  in 
the  powder;  Keenes  took  it  from  the  Black  Dog;  Keenes: 
was  caiied  bjno  particular  nick'^iame;  there  might  be 
half  a  cannister  oi  powder,  fine  powder;  it  was  a  small 
cannister,  and  looked  like  a  pound  cannister;  I  tied  up  the 
balls  in  a  stocking  foot;  tbei^  were  two  or  three  smali  car* 
tridges  of  sings  and  sixty  cur  seventy  ballets;  Ibcoaght  no* 
thing  personally  to  the  waggon  bat  the  colours;  I  went  to 
the  Tower  about  balf>past  eleven  o*dock;  I. was  told  by 
the  sentry  that  there  was  no  admissioa  theie;  I  did  not  go 
to  Sparfields;  I  assisted  Keenes,  at  No.  i,  Dean«street,  in 
wrapping  ap  the  banner  in  blankets;  I  do  not  know  the 
name  of  the  person  the  smiths  worked  for  over  Ae  water ; 
there  were  smiths  to  have  been  nset,  bat  I  saw  none ;  Wat^ 
son  and  Preston  had  been  sevoal  times  with  me  to  theplace 
where  the  smiths  got  th^  dinner ;  I  know  the  name  of 
none ;  finding  no  smiths,  I  went  immediately  to  die  Tower 
gate,  and  finding  every  thing  quiet  J  made  no  speedi  to 
the  soldiers ;  I  had  been  with  them  in  the  Tower  before ; 
I  did  not  harangue  them ;  they  shut  the  gates  in  conse^ 
quence  of  the  meeting.  I  went  up  the  Mkiories,  and  went 
then  to  the  Bank,  and  by  the  back  of  the  Bank  add  Lad- 
lane  to  little  Britain ;  I  met  Mr.  Hunt  in  Cheapside^ 
near  Bow  Church,  about  twenty  minntes  before  one ;  I 
told  him  thai:  IVatson  bad  gone  with  a  party  of  men  from 
the  field  totbeTower,  and  asked  hhn  why  he  waisolale; 
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he  turned  to  the  cloclr  aad  said,  it  waoted  twenty  miDutei 
of  one,  and  one  o'clock  was  the  time  he  was  to  be  there; 
he  immediately  drove  o£F.  I  had  no  other  cooveraaiion 
with  him  ;  I  never  told  him  that  I  was  just  come  from  the 
Tower,  and  that  the  Tower  had  been  in  our  possession 
two  hoursj  nor  did  I  give  him  to  understand  that  the 
people  had  got  the  Tower ;  he  was  coming  in  the  direction 
fromi  the  Mansion*honse  to  Spa^fields;  I  desired  Mr. 
Hunt  to  make  haste  to  Spa-fields ;  he  drove  ofl,  and  did 
not  stay  a  minute-;  I  was  walking  to.wards  the  Bank,  and 
going  down  to  the  Tower ;  I  had.  met  Watson,  Thistle* 
wood,  and  Keenes,  and  they  told  me  the  younger  Watson 
was  gone  to, the  Tower;  I  saw  a  dirk  stick  in.  the  elder 
Watsom's  hand  at  the  time.  When  I  went  to  the  Tower^ 
I  went  with  Keenes  to  Mark-lane,  and  had  something  to 
drink  ;  I  saw  young  Watson  at  tlie  Bank  with  two  or  three 
linndred  men  and  hoys;  they  were  then  firing  in  the  air; 
I  bought  two  pair  of  pistols  and  two  swords ;  I  bought  no 
other  arms ;  I  endeavoured  to  hire  a  stage  or  waggon ;  the 
man  would  not  let  it.  He  ofieved  to  sell  amonntebank  stage 
for  eight  pounds ;  Thistlewood  had  desired  me  to  get  a  stage, 
and  was  with  me  at  the  time;  the  stage  was  mentioned  "by 
accident,  when  we  were  going  after  a  waggon ;  the  arms 
were  divided  and  dispersed  among  the  people  for  the  2d  of 
December ;  there  were  no  arms  but  what  I  mentioned 
yesterday,  except  only  an  old  sabre.  The  meetings  at 
Greystoke«place\were  most  days  once  or  twice,  and  at 
Dean-street  also ;  the  people  took  in  money  there ;  young 
WaisQU  collected  money ;  ten  pounds  came  at  once ;  I 
cannot  say  the  amount  to  a  few  pounds,  there  lOight  be 
thirty  pounds  collected,  but  I  took  no  particular  account  of  , 
it ;  when  Harrison  withdrew  we  were  alarmed  and  resolved 
to.  change  our  place  of  meeting ;  I  saw  Harrison  ;  we  met ' 
that  night  at  the  Blue  Last;  we  could  not  converse 
in  private^  and  we  came  to  Greystoke-place  at  a  late 
hour ;  when  Harrison  withdrew  I  introduced  Hpoper.  I 
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did  not  advise  Hnrboo  to  withdraw,  as  beibg  sdspteted; 
I   brought  Aage\  to  diae  at  No«  i,  Deaa-street;  he  was 
aot  a  stnoiger  to  Haoper,  but  be  was  to  the  others; 
I  invited  A«gel  to  the  last  meetiDg ;  I  had  endeavooved  V9 
prevail  on  Angel  to  join  our  meetings,  but  be  declined  iu 
I  desired  several  other  persons  to  join  our  meetings,  nod 
every  body  I  could  light  on;  I  asked  the  two  Crisp's  to 
join  our  public  meetings,  one  did.    I  invited  many  per«* 
sons  to  attend  at  Spa-fields  meeting;  I  reported  everf 
nighty  and  sometimes  twice  a  day ;  I  made  a  correct  re> 
port ;  I  never  exhibited  a  list  of  persons  I  could  get  to 
attend ;  I  said  I  would  gel  500  smiths  to  attend ;  I  did  not 
see  any  of  them ;  I  cannot  say  whether  any  did  attend,  or 
BonCi  I  saw  none ;  I  saw  nobody  whom  I  bad  invited  to 
attend;  I  met  the  crowd,  but  was  not  at  Spa^fields;   I 
went  to  public^houses  with  tri*cok>ured  ribbon ;  I  shewed 
k  in  tbe  Tower,  in  the  Stone  Kitchen,  in  the  open  room. 
I  went  wi&  it  in  tbe  innde  of  my  hat ;  I  showed  it  in  the 
tap-room  to  seven  or  eight  persons ;  a  soldier  said  it  was 
a  pretty  colour ;  he  said  nothing  eke  particnlar ;  I  paid 
for  two  or  three  pots  of  beer,  and  was  asked  by  a  soldier 
to'^nd  brm  sixpence;  I  ^ent  him  a  sbiiiing;  I  then  went 
to  the  tap  near  Drury-Iane;  nobody  but  soldiers  were 
there,  but  any  person  might  come  into  it ;  Thistlewood  and 
I  and  the  two  Watsons  had  a  great  quarrel  with  a  servant 
in  livery ;  tbe  younger  Watson  spoke  of  liveries  as  marks 
of  disgrace;  the  gentlemen's  servants,  one  of  whom  was 
in  livery  and  one  not,  c^ered  to  withdraw ;  I  went  to  dine 
in  Bouverie^treet  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  day  of  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting;  there  were 
present  the  two  Watsons,  Thistlewood,  Hooper  and  my* 
self,  Mr.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Clarke  tbe  chairman,  and  two  or 
three  other  persons.   I  went  after  the  meeting,  knowing 
the  place  where  Mr.  Hunt  put  up ;  I  staid  probably  till 
six  or  seven  o'clock ;  we  were  to  defend  the  B^mk,  when 
Wfe  had  got  in,  by  any  thftig'  we  could  get  bold  of/bricb  , 
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KIT  tiles  to  tlrrofr  firon  the  tops  of  the  •djoiniiig  hoasei, 
mod  firoon  the  Bank  we  were  to  get  glass  bolttesy  ftx>m  those 
^who  bad  them  ia  thefar  houses;  Mr.  Hunt  said  he  had  nol 
«^en  the  coknirfl  distinctly  at  Spa-fieldis ;  I  gave  a  toast  sK 
•BouTerie^tieet,  ^  May  the  last  of  kings  be  strangled  with 
the  guts  of  the  last  of  priests ;  Hunt  desired  me  not  to  be 
quite  so  violent,  and  stopped  me ;  that  is  all  he  said ;  there 
"was  nothing  said  about  turning  me  out  of  the  room; 
I  neyer  gave  any  other  toast;  I  do  not  remember  Mk. 
Hunt  sayingi  that  if  I  was  so  violent  he  must  leave  the 
room ;  be  might  say  so;  I  do  not  recollect  faUmg  asleep, 
nor  pretending  to  be  asleep;  I  think  I  wa»  not  asleep,  n«r 
shammed  sleep.  Mr.  Hunt  did  not  invite  us  to  Bouverio- 
fitreet  to  dine,  but  asked  if  we  meant  to  dine ;  I  went  i«, 
findittg Thtstlewood,  the  Watsons,  and  Hodper  there;  he 
did  not  invite  me  to  the  same  table  with  him ;  I  did  not 
ring  the  bell  to  ask  what  we  cotdd  have  for  dinner;  I  do 
not  know  whether  Mr.  Hunt  reproved  me  about  the  sol- 
diers, or  upon  any  subject  but  the  toast;  there  was  no 
violence  about  the  soldiers ;  the  King's  health  was  left  out 
of  the  question,  it  was  not  drunk,  I  never  heard  it  drunk.; 
I  told  Mr.  Hunt  I  had  assisted  in  getting  a  French  officer 
out  of  the  country ;  I  did  not  mention  the  sum  I  goU; 
many  knew  I  had  been  taken  up  with  a  French  officer^ 
I  never  said  I  threatened  to  shoott  the  French  officer  for 
not  getting  on  fast  enough ;  I  mentioned  that  it  mm 
Lefebvie  Detnouettes.  I  do  not  recollect  saying  whether 
I  did  assMt  in  getting  him  out  of  the  country :  nothmg  was 
mentioned  about  it,  that  I  recollect ;  I  had  taken  rather  • 
too  much  wine  and  spirits ;  ndbody  but  Mr.  Hunt  adr- 
moni^d  me,  that  I  recollect.  I  was  in  liqnor  at  dinner 
after  the  first  Sp»4elds  meeting ;  I  was  the  worse  for  'n 
tbth  before  and  after  dinner;  before  the  meeting  on  the' 
4d  of  December  there  was  a  plan  to  burn  the  barmchs;  it 
was  givefi  up  o^  account  of  HanauKNi's  withibawing^  Ml] 
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•notgettiDg  •  hoiwe;  fifteen  poonds  was  iranted  Cor  fiJttdK* 
and  teot  io  adranoe;  the  gentlemaii  would  not  give  up  the 
kej^and  it  was  too  late  to  look  for  aaotber  house ;  thecom-^ 
boitibles  were  not  bought ;  Watson  said  it  wonU  come  to 
idioat  a  hundred  poonds;  Thistlewood  said  twenty  pounds 
should  not  he  spared;  the  combustibles  were  to  be{4aced  in 
the  avenues  of  the  bamcks.  it  was  the  plan  of  Thistkwood 
and  the  elder  Watson  to  have  set  the  six  avenues  on  .&re 
4it  once ;  the  aoldieis  were  all  to  he  stifled  and  smoth^ed  ; 
we  gave  up  horning  the  barracks;  if. Harrison  bad  not 
withdrawn,  it  nsigbt  have  been  carried  into  efllect.  The  plan 
was  to  be  this;  Thistlewood  and  young  Watson  weici  to 
call  their  men  together,  at  the  bottom  of  Gray  Vinn^lane^  at 
a  given  hour ;  and  the  elder  Watsoo  and  I  were  to  have  two 
or  three  hundred  men  up  at  Watson's  bonse,  to  divide  .the 
combustibles,  to  set  the  barracks  on  fire  at  a  given  holir ; 
we  were  to  take  the  horses  off,  and  to  make  the  coadimen 
join  us.    It  was  to  be  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
morning,  as  there  would  be  a  great  number  of  drunken 
people  about ;  the  horses  were  to  be  mounted,  by  those 
who  eoold  ride,  and  form  a  cavalry.    The  end  of  Ozibrd-: 
road  was  to  be  guanfed  whb  two  field-pieces ;  Hairiaon, 
being  an  artillery-man,  was  to  command  them ;  che.rig^bt 
hand  side  of  Oxford-road  was  to  be  barricadoed  with  car- 
riages.   Hooper  is  a  shoemaker.    Preston  and  Hooper 
•both  told  me  they  oould  not  ride ;  Preston  was  lame,  but 
he  said  on  such  an  occasion  as  that  he  could  walk  fast 
enough.    Piccadilly  tompike-gate  was  to  be  chained ;  we 
were  to  use  any  thing  we  could  get  at  to  blockade  with ; 
the  whole  of  the  spikes  fixed  in  the  wall  were  to  be  taken 
down,  and  used  to  barricade;  we  were  to  get. possession 
of  London  in  two  or  three  hours ;  the  -  alarm  would  be 
'general  at  that  time ;  the  soldiers  were  to  be  smothered  ia 
the  barracks.  We  found  we  could  not  do  any  thing  at  the 
Kaightsbridge  barracks.    If  the  soldiers  gaUopped^  f rom 
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the  barraqksy  the  field-pieces  w^re  to  have  played  on 
them ;  a  party  of  pikemenwere  to  be  there,  and  a  field* 
piece  or  two  placed  in  the  Green  Park ;  the  whole  (^  the 
anilJery  were  to  be  got  from  St.  John's  Wood  barracks  ; 
the  in^try  barracks,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  Knights* 
bridge,  Thistlewood  and  myself  had  been  to  add  foand 
we  conld  do  nothing  with  them.  We  had  formed  a  plan  to 
prevent  the  artilleiy  coming  np  from  Woolwich  by  water, 
and  to  have  sent  -out  to  the  ships  at  sea,  to  inform  them 
*  there  was  a  new  government  established,  and  they  were  to 
come  home  for  fiesh  orders ;  theve  were  only  six  in  the 
committee;  they  were  idl  to  be  generals.  I  have  gone  by 
the  name  of  Jackson,  after  the  second  Spa-fieMs  meeting ; 
.Angel  thought  it  more  pmdeat  I  should  go  by  the  name  of 
Jackson ;  I  took  and  paidfor  lodgings  in  my  own  name, 
No*  19,  Prinoe*s-iow,  Newport-market,  Hooper  being  ap- 
prehended ;  I  never  lived  by  Cainaby^^narket.  We  cal- 
culated on  forty  or  sixty  pistols  and  sabres,  and  dirk  sticks ; 
in  the  Strand  and  Exeter  Change,  we  saw  more  than 
twenty  sabres  there,  add  guns,  pistols,  &c.  at  a  shop  close 
by.  One  of  onr  reasons  for  giving  up  the  blockade  plan 
was,  that  we  could  not  get  sufficient  together  without  ci^ll- 
ing  a  public  meeting. '  I  had  known  Keenes  by  seeing  him 
several  times  at  the  Spenoean  meeting.  Watson  began 
converuition  by  talking  of  oversetting  the  Government; 
he  had  seen  me,  but  had  not,  I  believe,  spoken  to  me  before 
the  first  night  he  talked  to  me  of  a  plan  of  oversetting  the 
Government.  I  first  disck)sed  the  transaction  on  the  6th  or 
7th  of  January ;  I  was  taken  up  in  February ;  I  was  in  the 
room  at  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  were  magistrates  there.  I  put  my  fist  in  the  face 
of  a  person,  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  a  magistrate, 
at  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting ;  I  was  told  afterwards  that 
he  was  a  magistrate;  he  was  going  to  shove  me  off  the 
table.   I  saw  the  police  officers  at  the  first  Spi^ifields  meet- 
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up  4«iis;  m  tighf  of  the  police  efioerf  aiid  ibe  pesson  in 
whdte  face  I  pat  uiy  ^st.  .Inever  he«rd  that  (be  roon 
wag  taken  bj  tbe  oiaf  istratea  tiU  qow ;  I  tleot  up  Htaii^ 
after  I  bad  given  tbe  tag;  tbe  roi^m  was  neady  fiill ;  I 
pever  beard  of  the  mapntf9t»  talmg  the  raon,  oc  being 
tboe;  L  did  not  luKmwbah^tak^  the  room,  nor  wheihici: 
any  persons  had  foKcibly  gonc^  ap  before  I  bad  gone  .vp; 
I  did  not  see  wbethfur  tbe,iraaie  naa  taken  oat  of. tbe 
wuidowt  I  could  tee  Hunt  s^luag;  tbe  ^ag  was  thea 
banging  out ;  be  might  see  It,  but  apt  tbe  inacripiiott  on 
it  There  were  five  or  ux  thqaawd  people  i^KHit  Merlia's 
Cave;  it  was  sidd  IJbeiie  were  fiftj  thousand  ^  I  thonght 
there  might  be  fi^n  or  twentj  thonsaod^  going  as 
coming ;  I  know  Mr.  Oyall»  n^t  Mr,  Clfkske^^  I  took  the 
flig  with  me  to  Bouverie-stieet  hotel,  and  kept  it  sill  tW 
Sutiday  xnofaing  before  ihe  second,  meeting.  I  do  not 
Vnow  that  I  was  luiown  to  the  police  officers;  Mr.  Stair 
ford  has  paid  fqr  my  dress^  I  ha^e  bad  it  about  a  month 
9r  six  weeks,  Mt.  Stafford  paid  for  the  whole  of  my  dres^ 
and  my  pocket-money  was  given  me  by  bias;  Alr.Stafibnd 
fiimished  the  money  for  Bsy  wife  going  out  of  town^  fin 
pounds  in  tbe  beginning  of  February;  the  reason  foe  seadU 
^ng  her  out  ot  town  is  best  known  to  myself:  nobody 
suggested  il  to  me ;  I  never  commnnicated  my  affaijB  to 
her ;  she  might  ledfy  tbe  fact  of  being  desired  to  go  oat 
of  the  room  when  Watson  came;  she  could  not  have 
stated  where  I  was  At  diiereut  times.  When  Ppeston  W84 
taken  by  the  Lord  Mf^ror,  some  rent  was  owing;  I  took 
away  anoU  tabde.andabed^.which  Watson  had  given  the 
ComBsittee,  with  Prcstwa's  daughters ;  I  took  them  tp  my 
lodgings  having  nothing  else  to  support  me.  Tbisdewood 
had  promised  me,  that  if  any  thing  happened  I  sfaaoJd 
have  saffidettt  mnoey  -to  take  me  ant  of  the  eoanUy  f  i 
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know  iiotbing  of  the  key  of  the  house  in  Hyde-street, 
Bloomsbufy ;  I  was  not  there  more  than  three  or  four  times 
with  young  Watson  ;  1  have  sifjice  heard  that  some  [)ikes 
have  hee'h  found  in  the  privy ;  Nodder^  the  keeper  of  Bride* 
well,  toid  me  so.'^  '  * 

*  On  his  re-examination,  he  said,  "  I  never  heard  it  till 
Nodder  told  me,  after  1  was  in  custody ;  I  never  was  out 
of  the  house  after  young  Watson  and  E  carried,  the  pikes , 
there,  except  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  after  the  Spar 
fields  meeting,  I  went  to  assist  the  elder  Watson  in  re- 
moving his  things  to  Greystoke-place ;  it  had  been  agreed 
that  .the  sbldiers  should  have  the, hundred  guineas  when 
we  got  poteession  of  the  Bank ;  we  expected  to  find  money 
there ;  it  was  talked  of  by  all  six  of  us ;  all  the  bank  notes 
were  to  be  destroyed^  and  nothing  but  cash  circulated; 
ihe  plate  was  to  be  taken  from  all  the  noblemen  in  the 
kingdom,  and  coined  with  a  cap  of  liberty  on  it;  this  was 
settled  the  first  Sunday  1  was  there,  £very  general  was  to 
hare  a  book,  and  to  give  an  order  on  Thistlewoodfor  the 
guns ;  if  the  gunsmiths  .would  let  us  have  them,  they  were 
to  have  checks  for  them ;  if  they  would  not  let  us  have 
them,  we  were  to  take  tbem  by  force ;  no  book  was  pre- 
pared ;  Somerset-house  was'  to  be  the  head-quarters ;  what 
money  we  had  came  entirely  from  Thistlewood. 

The  next  witness,  Gentlemen,  is^  Ann  Wright.  She 
says,  ^'  I  keep  a  public-liouse,  the  King's  Arms  and  Golden 
Anchor,. in  East  Smithfield.  In  December  last,  and  be- 
fore that,  one  Atkins,  who  is  since  dead,  lodged  at  my 
bouse.  -The  prisoner  Watson,  on  the  day  of  theriots,  the 
ad-December  (Monday)  came  to  my  house;  Atkins  was 
then  in  the  tap-ieoDm  ;  it  was  between  one  and- two  o'clock. 
Watson  went  into  the  tap-room,  and  shook  hands  with 
Atkins.  1  drew  them  a  pot  of  beer;  Watson  said,  he 
.would  go  into  the  tap-room,  where  he  could  speak  at  free 
libeity.     I  becud  iiim  say,  *  Come  oa^  my  brave  boys  !  if 
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yott  \md  but  faOoved  tat,  the  Tover  woldd  Iats  hem  kl 
our  poiBCBSfoii  before  now  J  Wc  wcie  j«st  gong  to  iimi 
«!>»  fcoB  wlttt  we  bad  bend  from  tbe  MiiMfics ;  be  did 
not  ttay  abo?e  lea  mtaote«.  He  wcot  Bmmj  hj  biftndf ; 
be  had  a  great  ooaton,  and  be  bad  a  sticV^  nUck  be  £an^ 
tisbod  about  in  a  ooigy  naooer.  I  had  aoea  jfMag 
WatRNi  aeroal  tvMm  at  our  boue  widi  Atkms.'* 

Oa  doai  €«Mikia>hm  ibe  says^  ''  He  went  into  the  ta^ 
ftoMii»  iritb  tiK  pM  «(  beer  m  his  hand  ;  it  wbb  wbea  tbt 
parloarhdUor  wat  openec^  and  be  saw  who  were  tfacm,  that 
he  said  what  he  did  about  speakiDg  with  freelibertj.  Tfas 
people  fa  rite  pmioar  behiaged  tx>  the  Loadoa  Xkooks.  lH 
the  taproom  there  were  seamen ;  aobedy  went  out  with 
Uaa ;  Alkfais  staid  in  all  daj.  I  had  never  seen  that  Wad^ 
son  before;  we  go  aorosstbe  panagw  la  die  tap^wom  ; 
i  hare  never  aeeo  him  sisice  liU  yeatetday ;  I  oMntioised 
this  before  Chrfatma* ;  they  came  to  me  three  or  font 
times  daring  Atkins's  life.  Tbeve  is  a  man  who  was  in  tbe 
tap-foom  at  the  lime  who  is  here.  1  have  seen  sailec% 
chiefly  strangtrs,  pass  that  way ;  I  saw  them  pasn^g  the 
bar  a  qnarter  or  haif  an  boar  afterwatda.  I  know  that  tbe 
tapHToom  was  foil  of  people;  ibe  geaeral  ooslomers  are 
$M)ars  in  tbe  tap-room,  and  bondon  Dock  people  or 
people  of  better  conditian,  go  into  ^  paikmv.  This  aann 
whom  i  attode  to,  William  Miller,  Was  there.'' 

Then  Wiffiam  MiUer  is  oalled;  that  is  tbe  man  whom 
«h^  reoollecia  to  have  been  there.  Hesayi^  '^  I  amasaih 
man;  I  remember  the  day  of  the  riots, the  ad  Deoember/ 
I  was  at  Mrs«  Wright's  that  <h^ ;  1  remember  a 
oomii^  in,  and  talking  to  Atkins.  He  said  \ 
about  tbe  Tower ;  he  said,  if  diey  had  been  of  his  mind> 
he  wonld  have  had  the  Tower  in  hb  possessfOB." 

On  cross-e>camination  he  says,  ''  I  never  saw  the  maa 
before }  it  was  in  the  afternoon,  betwixt  two  and  tine^ 
^ter  my  dian^j  I  had  not  been  i^  work;  it  was  not 
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beginning  to  be-dnBkish-^not  bo  late,  I  tlnnk,  as  font  or  five ;. 
fleveral  people  were  in  the  room,  whom  I  did  not  know ;. 
diere  were  a  great  many  sailors  there ;  we  were  talking, 
about  the  riots  in  the  Minories,  just  about  that  time ;  i  at* 
tend^  that  house  ;  the  better  sort  of  people  go  into  the 
parlour,  and  the  inferior  people  into  the  tap-room/' 

Zaccheus  Bannister  sajs,  ''I  lived  in  <  Hyde-stieety 
Bloomsburj,  in  December  la^t ;  I  knew  Watson,  the  pri- 
iioner;  he  took  a  small  shop  in  front  of  my  house,  for  his 
ton ;  not  an  apartment,  but  a  small  shop,  with  a  key  to  the 
door  of  the  shop,  and  a  latch-key  to  the  outer  door ;  the 
younger  Watson,  I  believe,  slept  thene;  I  never  saw  the 
inside  of  the  shop  when  Watson  bad  it.  Vickery,  the 
officer,  came  to  my  house  to  make  a  search,  in  December^ 
on  Thursday  the  5th ;  I  believe  he  came  to  enquire  if  a 
person  named  Watson  lived  there ;  I  saw  him  turn  over 
every  thing  In  the  room,  and  take  away  papers ;  Vickery- 
ft^rced  the  door ;  I  bad  not  the  key  of  it ;  I  believe  Watson 
junior  kept  the  key  in  general.'*  The  key  being  shewn  to 
him,  he  sajrs,  ^  I  believe  this  is  the  key;  this  appears  like  the 
key  of  the  shop  door,  not  of  the  street  door.  Vickery  came 
again  the  5th  or  6tb  of  March ;  he  had  been  there  again,  I 
believe,  on  the  12  th  of  December ;  I  remember  his  ooming 
in  March,  and  the  privy  of  my  house  being  searched  ;  I  was 
present  then,  when  something  was  found  in  the  privy :  it  was 
^uite  emptied ;  iron  pike^  were  fotmd  there ;  no  pikes  were 
put  there  between  the  2d  of  December,  and  the  time  when^ 
they  were  found ;  I  had  never  seen  them  before ;  I  saw^ 
Watson  last  there  about  the  18th  or  90th  of  November, 
I  saw  both  then ;  the  father  had  access  to  the  house,  and 
came  with  the  son ;  I  had  never  seen  the  pikes  before  they 
were  found ;  the  premises  were  taken  by  the  fother  for  tite 
son  ;  Ibelievethis  to  be  the  key ;  there  were  several  olhei^ 
persons  in  different  parts  of  the  house;  the  privy  in  tiie 
yard  is  common  to  the  whole  house ;  persons  can  go  iat» 
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the  yard  throng  a  passage  finam  the  street,  without  going 
into  the  shop;  I  do  not  know  that  the  son  skpt  there} 
they  were  there  sometimes  at  nights;  I  do  not  kno^  that 
either  of  them  slept  there;  for  a  fortnight  before  the  2d  of 
December  last,  I  saw  neither  father  or  son;  it  is  Tjerj 
improbable  that  any  other  person  would  come  to  the  shop^ 
I  having  the  key ;  it  was  a  latcb-key ;  I  had  not  had  access 
to  the  shop  after  t\ie  Watsons  were  there,  before  Vickery 
aame ;  a  person  from  the  street  must  first  come  into  the 
passage;  the  outside  shntters  were  usually  opened  by  the 
younger  Watson;  they  were  not  opened  at  all  during 
a  fortnight ;  I  did  not  see  them  before  the  sd of  December ; 
the  outside  shutters  were  partly  open  every  day,  never 
wholly :  no  one  had  access  to  the  shop  but  themselves ; 
DO  person  had  access  to. the  privy  but  by  the  passage." 
'  The  next  witness  is  Vickery,  the  Bow-street  officer ;  he 
sejs,  "  I  went  on  the  5th  of  December/  to  Bannister's 
house,  lio.  30,  Hyde-street,  Bloomsbury ;  the  key  of  the 
shop  was  enquired  for,  but  not  found,  and  none  could  be 
found  to  open  the  door ;  I  forced  it ;  I  searched  in  di^rent 
])arts  of  the  sbqp,  and  found  some  papers  there,  littered 
oboo^  in  different. parts  of; the  room;  I  marked  them.'' 
A  bundle  of  papers  being,  put  into  bis  hand,  be  said^ 
'f  these  are  the  papers  I  found  in  that  shop ;  1  went  at 
another  time  to  make  a  search,  on  the  5th  of  March; 
I. saw  Bannister  there  in  the  morning;  a  search  was  pa^rti- 
oulaifly  made  in  my  presence  jn  the  morning,  and  at  night 
the  privy  was  cleared ;.  a  large  quantity  of  pieces  of  iron, 
with  a  point  at  each  end,  were  found ;  they  were  cleaned 
and  put  intp  a  box,  and  carried  to  my  office ;  the  box  wm 
corded  and  sealed,  and  they  have  been  in  my  custody  ever 
since,  except  two,  which  were  parted  with  to  Mr.  Litchfield; 
they  are  here/'  Then  he  produced  the  papers.  '^  I  counted 
two  hundred,  all  but  two;  there  might  be  a  few  more.  I  went 
to  search  on  the  5th  of  December,  and  found  papers  then  in 
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the  shop,  in  the  front  of  the  street ;  the  papers  were  tossed 
about ;  some  were  in  an  old  box,  but  they  were  all  in  c6n<> 
fusion;  those  I  selected  were  some  in  drawers  and  some 
in  a  box." 

Then  there  are  some  papers  read.  The  first  paper  pro* 
duced  is  a  plan  of  the  machine  that  is  talked  of.  The  next 
is  a  plan  of  the  Tower.  Then  there  is  a  list  of  names: 
"  Francis  Burdett,  Thomas  Hardy,  Samuel  Brooks,  Charles 
Puller,  Thomas  Evans,  senior,  G.  Harris,  Ga,  Jones, 
Roscoe,  Walter  Faulkes,  Thompson,  P.  G.  Waithman, 
L.  J.  Thomas  Evans,  junior*'.  Then  there  is  a  drawing  of 
the  flag,  with  the  inscription  upon  it. 

The  papers  were  handed  to  the  Jury. 

Gentlemen,  to  ease  me  a  few  minutes,  my  learned 
1)rother  will  read  to  you  the  continuation  of  the  evidence, 

A  Juryman*  We  have  not  yet  seen  the  papers  which 
were  found  in  Watson's  pocket. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  Those  you  shall  have  {wesently. 
Gentlemen. 

Mr:  Justice  Bayky.  Then  Thomas  Hillingworth  says, 
'^  I  am  a  servant  to  Mr.  Leach ;  I  was  at  a  public  Kouse, 
Newton's  in  Long  Acre,  on  the  5th  of  November  last,  I 
was  in  a  little  parlour,  four  men  came  in,  they  came  in  one 
by  one ;  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  one  of  them  asked 
a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  in  livery,  who  made  his  master  a 
Lord  f  He  had  a  crest  upon  his  button ;  in  a  little  while  they 
put  the  same  question  to  me,  upon  which  I  explained  it  aa 
well  as  I  knew  how,  and  after  my  explanation  to  thif 
person,  they  asked  me  how  this  nobleman  came  to  be  poiH 
sessed  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  had ;  and  then  they 
tamed  to  the  servant,  and  told  him  he  had  a  right  to  ai 
much  land  as  his  master,  and  that  the  time  was  now  fast 
approaching  when  he  would  be  as  good  a  man  as  his 
master,  and  possess  as  much  property.    In  the  course  oC 
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Ibe  oonrersatioQ  one  of  ikem,  I  tUnk  it  was  Casde,  a»k^ 
if  there  was  a  double  guard  on  Carlton-hoiise  f  I  said.  No, 
they  said  tbej  knew  there  was ;  Castle  said  a  double  guard 
would  be  no  use  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the  soldiers  would 
not  fight  for  such  &  government  as  this,  they  hai  seeo  baw 
merit  was  rewarded  in  France,  and  that  now  they  would 
refase  to  fight  as  they  before  had  done  to  support  the  go* 
^cnunent  of  tSie  country. «  It  ended  in  a  quarrel  betweea 
me  and  the  young  man." 

On  cross-examination  he  says^  ^  On  this  evening  Mt» 
Leach  was  at  Dnuy-lane  Theatre.  I  do  not  think  Castle 
knew  who  I  was.  To  the  best  of  my  recollectioo,  it  was 
Castle  who  asked,  whether  there  was  a  double  guard  at 
Carllon-house,  and  who  said  a  double  guard  would  be  of 
no  use  to  the  Prince  Regent;  there  was  nobody  by  but  the 
four  and  the  young  man  who  went  \t\  with  me ;  none  of 
the  Dmry-laoe  guards  were  there ;  the  young  man  said,  a 
ViTery  is  a  badge  of  slavery.  I  will  not  swear  that  the 
elder  Watson  was  there,  but  I  think  he  was.  I  think 
Thistlewood  was  another,  but  I  cannot  speak  so  strongly 
to  his  penon  as  to  the  elder  Watson ;  I  saw  two  of  tbem 
at  the  first  Spa-fiekb  meeting  on  the  carnage,  and  I  saw* 
Castle  there ;  I  recollected  them  again,  one  of  them  got 
tip  on  the  right  hand  side  of  Mr.  Hunt,  and  Castle  on  t\ie 
wheel ;  this  was  before  they  wentinto  the  Merlin^  Cave.** 

John  Dyall  says, ''  I  know  the  elder  Watson ;  I  believe 
I  have  seen  Hooper;  I  know  Preston  and  I  have  seen 
Thistlewood ;  I  have  known  Watson  and  Preston  longest^ 
I  did  not  know  them  before  the  latter  end  of  October ;  I 
know  the  public  house  called  lite  Sun,  in  Slaughter^street 
Spitallields,  I  was  there  on  Monday  the  4A  of  Norember, 
I  understood  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  diere  at  night, 
I  went  about  seven,  and  found  ^bout  two  or  three  persons 
tftere ;  in  about  a  quarter  or  half  aa  hoar  I  saw  Preston 
€ome  in  ;^  1  had  no  money  to  pay  for  liquor,  and  Mr.  Preston 
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soidy  a  pint  0r  tM  of  beer  wcmlcl  be  of  little  oonteqiiciiee^ 
that  be  did  not  like  to  see  a  poor  man  in  diatreas ;  Jthe  two 
WatiODt  were  there;  I  nadentood  the  meeting  was  to. 
petition  £ir«  refbrm  in  Parliament,  the  elder  Watson 
ttade  a  speech ;  it  was  a  small  room,  there  might  be  thirty 
people  there;  Preston  said,  petitions  had  been  sent  to 
Parliament  so  often,  it  seemed  to  be  of  no  nse ;  I  thought 
it  irregular  that  one  of  the  party  should  propose  a  petition 
and  the  other  oppose  it ;  the  ekler  Watson  produced  some 
paper  lo  the  meeting,  and  it  was  said  to  be  a  memorial, 
Ibe  elder  Watson  read  it;  J  was  noolinated  to  the  chair, 
and  Watson  junior  was  secretary  for  that  evening.  I  W 
leaded  at  tbe  same  house  again^  on  the  Thursday  eyening 
following,  I  did  not  know  where  Preston  liyed  at  that 
(ime ;  I  have  been  at  Greystoke-plaee,  I  think  No.  9,  I 
bad  seen  an  advertisement  in  the  Independent  Whig,  oon^ 
Tening  a  meeting  at  Spa-fieidi  on  the  is^b  of  November^ 
with  my  name  to  it<  I  saw  Preston  at  No.  g,  Greystoke^ 
place;  Thistle  wood  eame  in  and  was  dre99ed  very  much 
Uke  a  gentlemen,  he  was  dresml  in  Hessian  bpqii;  tbia 
WHS  b(4^i^  the  fifst  meeting  i  I  went  in  op^seqvence  ot  my 
name  having  been  put  jto  tb#  advertisement  which  was  wilb« 
Wtmycon^entt'' 

Op  his  cross^xamin^tion  he  says,  '^  I  am  the  identical 
perao^  wbp  ^m  called  the  green-coated  Orator  at  the 
Brentford  eledion,  I  am  ^ery  well  kmmn;  my  name  was 
Hsed  without  my  knowledge  and  consent,  in  the  tot  in« 
stance ;  I  consented  afterwards,  but  it  was  with  great  diffi* 
cuUy  ^n  my  part ;  when  I  met,  it  was  for  coastilntioial 
pniposest' 

Thpmaa  ¥akj«i  my*,  ''  Qn  Monday,  the  4th  of  No^ 
yewbevi  wentte  ft  pnbUc^iouse  in  Slangbteri^street.  I 
saw  Watson  the  elder  there,  and  a  young  man,  whom  l 
believe  to  be  yomig  Watson,  and  Thtsdewood.  The  elder 
Walsoq  lend  ^  n^noiia),  end  there  was  a  proposition  t^ 
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ftali  a  meeting  at  five  different  places ;  the  Carlisle  Arms 
waa  one.  I  attended  that  meeting  on  the  Thursday  foL- 
lowing,  and  saw  there  the  elder  Watson  and  Thistlewood. 
Thistlewood  paid  eleven  shillings  towards  the  reckoning, 
and  the  rest  was  made  up  by  a  man  whom  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  was  Watson,  junior.  The  landloTd 
of  that  place  is  Sheffield.  A  person  of  the  name  of 
Smith  went  with  me.'* 

Then  John  Sheffield  is  called.  He  says,  ''  I  kept  the 
Carlisle  Arms.  On  the  7th  of  November  last,  there  was 
a  meeting  held  at  my  house.  1  only  knew  Smiths  The 
man  who  paid  me  wrote  the  name  of  Thistlewood,  South- 
ampton-buildings on  the  note.  The  reckoning  was  six 
shillings  and  six-pence," 

William  Smith  says,  "  On  Monday,  the  4th  of  No' 
-vember,  I  was  at  the  Sun,  in  Slaughter-street.  A  person 
of  the  name  of  Dyall  was.  in  the  chair.  I  saw  Watson  the 
elder  there.  I  was  at  the  Carlisle  Arms  on  the  Thursday 
following.  I  cannot  say -that  I  saw  Watson  there^  Aftei 
the  7  th,  I  •  saw  men  carrying  placards  on  their  backs. 
There  were  three  or  four  in' the  Carlisle  tap-room.  Preston 
was  in  company  with  them,  and  paid  them.^ 

On  cross-examination,  he  says,  *^  I  taw  Preston  give 
the  men  some  money,  but  I  do  not  know  how  mnch;  for 
any  thing  I  know^  it  might  be  something  for  them  to 
drink.  Tliis  meeting  at  the  Carlisle  Arms  was  for  parlia* 
Boentary  reform.  I  heard  Preston  tell  a  man-  to  roll  the 
placards  op,  and  to  meet  him  the  next  morning." 

Robert  Emery  says,  **  I  keep  the  Union,  in  Union- 
street,  Shoreditch.  Before  the  first  meeting  in  Spa-fidds, 
there  were  thirty  or  forty  people  at  my  house,  bat  I  did 
not  know  who  they  were.  One  person  paid.  I  do  not 
know  who  that  gentleman  was.'- 

.  James  Skinner  says,  ^'  I  have  seen  the  prisoner  Wat- 
ion.    I  becanie  acquainted  with  him  at  the  Nag's  Head, 


537 

Cftmabj-market,  in  or  near  October.  I  walked  with  him 
and  Casde  towards  the  Regency  Park.'*  Tliis  is  the  per- 
son who  is  referred  to  in  Castle*s  evidence,  as  being  the 
person  with  whom  they  were  in  company  when  they  went 
and  looked  at  the  Portman-street  Barracks,  and  the  King- 
street  Barracks.  '^  I  went  with  him  and  Castle  towards 
the  Regency  Park,  and  into  King-street  and  Portman- 
streeti  and  Hyde  Park.  There  are  barracks  in  King- 
street  and  in  Portman-street.  ^hen  we  got  to  them, 
they  stopped;  I  walked  on.  They  asked  me,  whether 
I  could  ride,  and  I  said.  No.  One  of  them  said,  he  had 
beeaat  the  Barracks  before,  but  which  I  do  not  know ;  there 
was  a  dispute  about  the  entrances  into  the  Barracks.** 

Thomas  Osbom  says,  "  I  know  Castle.  I  met  him  a 
few  days  before  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting.  He  asked 
me  if  I  was  out  of  employ,  and  I  said.  Yes.  He  told  me; 
he  would  tell  me  of  a  job,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  tell  him 
of  five  or  six  more.  I  told  him  there-  were  several  at  the 
Constitution ;  and  on  the  Monday  night  he  came  there' 
with  Thistlewood>  and  treated  ns  with  some  beer.  The 
Constitution  is  a  public-house  at  Lisson  Green,  frequented 
by  working  men.  Castle  directed  me  to  meet  him  at  ttie 
Cock  in  Grafton-street,  at  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day. 
We  went  there.  There  were  six  of  us;  and  we  had  a 
shilling  a-piece  given  us  and  bills  put  on  our  backs.  We 
went  in,  two  by  two,  to  have  them  put  on.  Mr.  Preston^ 
and  Mr.  Castle  were  there.  We  took  the  bills  about  the 
streets.  This  was  about  a  week  before  the  first  Spa-fields 
meeting." 

On  cross-examination,  he  says,  '*  There  were  not  many 
navigators  then  attending  the  Constitution.  I  did  not  see 
any.  I  lodged  at  the  house  at  the  time,  but  I  was  seldom 
there  but  of  a  night." 

TlKMnas  Wood  says,  ^^  I  am  the  landlord  of  1S^% 
Oreystoke-place.    I  was  applied  Co  about  that  house^  nor 
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^pile  dme  wcdcf  befece  MidiadaM^  bj  tbe  pfii^iMf 
WataoOy  to  eairy  oq  the  pcofenioQ  of  a  «mrgeon.  I  let  ifc 
to  faim  by  the  week  till  the  Michaehnat  qiiartv  bcgao^ 
and  tbenbj  theqoartcr.  I  imdenlood ba  topi^  the  bpnae 
fcrhiiMelf.  I  often  passed,  bu(  never  went  m.  Wataoa 
wiibed  Joe  to  laake  aa  inner  door  in  tke  p^Magt^  whicb 
I  coaaeottd  to;  but  it  never  vat  made.  There  were  twa 
foona  on  the  gconnd  ftoor,  one  in  front  and  om  b^iid^ 
and  there  wai  a  passage.  I  often  pasaed,  aqd  I  saw  no 
appearance  of  business  as  a  surgeon*  I  wondered  a|  U* 
1  never  observed  diat  it  was  shut  np  in  the  day*  I  never 
jMssed  it  so  $ooa  as  ten  o'clock  in  the  momiog.'* 

Mary  Apted  says,  ''I  had  tbecareof  a  house bdcngiiiff 
to  Mr.Cosser  in  Seymonr-plaoe^  last  November ;  that  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  KiogWtivef,  and  a  little 
more  thanaqoarterof  a  mi}e  fromPortinan-atieei  banaeka;. 
I  recollect  a  good  many  peoplq  coming  to  look  at  it,  but  do 
not  remember  any  particular  per8o^;  I  recollect  leferring 
some  penons  to  Mr •  Cosser  about  dM  house  ;  I  do  not  know 
whedier  there  were  many  booses  to  let  in  that  neigbboaiw 
hood  about  that  time/ 

Mr,  Cesser  saysp  ^'  lam  a  timbermercbaot  in  Milbank^^ 
street ;  and  am  the  owner  oC  a  house  in  Se^namvptoce^  of 
which  Mary  Apted  bed  the  care;  I  had  many  appliGaiioiia 
for  this  bonse  in  October  and  Novembtf ;  in  the  latter  end 
of  October,  or  the  beginniog  ct  November,  a  young  mnsi 
came  to  me  of  the  mane  of  Watson ;  that  yonng  man  ror 
ferred  me  to  Mr.  TUs^wood,  Soutbampton-buildinga, 
Chancery-lane ;  he  said,  Mr.  Tbistlewood  was  a  man  oC 
respectability  and  fortune.  I  went  Co  Southampton^baflrf- 
ing»,  and  asked  fpr  Mr.  Tbistlewood,  and  was  shewn  np- 
two  or  thrre  pair  of  stairs ;  I  told  him  Walson's  applifv 
cation,  and  that  he  had  referred  me  to  him,  to  vouch  for 
his  chamcter.  Tbistlewood  told  me^  that  Watson  was  of  a 
lespectable  family  in  X4iiPoln«hii?;  his  Either  was  a  £w«icr^ 
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farming  to  oonftiderabk  extent,  and  he  would  be  answerable 
tor  faitn  on  every  score.  Some  person  called;  I  am  not 
sure  whether  I  saw  the  person  or  sent  a  message ;  the 
answer  was,  thait  I  would  not  let  the  house ;  the  difference 
tn  dress  is  so  great,  I  feel  it  impossible  to  speak  to  the  per* 
son,  being  near*-sighted ;  I  cannot  positively  say  that  the 
person  I  saw,  is  the  prisoner  ThisUewood ;  to  the  best  of 
in  J  recollectim,  he  was  dressed  in  a  blue  coat  and  worsted 
trowsers.  The  person  who  called,  said  it  was  for  an  oil  and 
seed  shop,  for  the  sale  of  oil  and  of  seeds  ;  I  understood  it 
was  for  the  use  of  the  person  applying ;  I  think  my  refusal 
was  two  or  three  days  after  I  had  been  at  Southampton- 
buildings/' 

'  On  Gros»-ezamination,  he  says,  ^  I  cantiot  state  the 
precise  day  of  the  application ;  I  cannot  be  rery  accural)^ 
as  to  the  whole  of  the  conversation ;  he  said,  his  father  waa 
a  faraier.''  The  witness  was  asked,  whether  it  might  not 
be  his  grandfather,  or  his  uncle,  or  some  other  relation ;  he 
says,  '^  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  his  father,  but 
I  will  not  be  sure.  I  asked  sixty  pounds  a  year,  and  to  be 
paid  for  the  fixtures;  and  I  mentioned  seven  or  eight 
pounds  as  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  the  fixtures ;  the  sum 
did  not  exceed  that  amount ;  I  forget  whether  I  mentioned 
to  him,  or  sent  word  afterwards,  that  there  most  be  a  quarr 
ter's  rent  paid  in  advance/' 

Margaret  Maria  Polkes,  says,  ^'  I  lived  servant  in  South* 
ampton-^buildings.  Chancery-lane,  with  Mrs.  CSorbould ;  I 
went  in  September,  and  left  on  the  twenty^ninth  of  No« 
vember  last ;  Tbistlewood  lodged  there ;  I  was  there  when 
Thisllewood  came.  Mis.  lliistlewood  came  with  him,  and 
a  young  boy,  about  ten ;  Lrecolleot  a  young  man  calling 
on  Thisllewood,  who  was  called ^y  the  name  of  Watson;* 
lie  called  frequently,  and  sometimes  dined  there;  his  Tisits- 
wt^re  more  fVequent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  The 
prisoner  Watson  used  also  to  call;  aod  the  prisoner  Watson' 
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pirescribed  for  me,  because  I  was  ill.  Thistleiiirood  ased 
iometixDes  to  dress  in  a  light  blue  coat  nod  coloured  trow- 
ten»  and  sometimes  in  a  dark  great  coat ;  be  had  no  other 
dress;  his  hair  then  appeared  lighter  than  it  does  now." 

Eleanor  CorbouM  sajs,  ''  I  hare  a  lionse  in  Sbutfaamp- 
ton-bniidhigs;  Thistlewood  and  his  wife  lodged  m^  me; 
Iw  left  on  the  tfd  of  December  ;  the  day  before  ibe  two 
Mr.  Evans's  dined  with  him,  that  is,  on  the  Snnday ;  on 
the  2A  o(  ]>ecember  he  left  home  in  the  morning ;  he  did 
not  sleep  there  that  night;  he  had  not  signified  any  inten- 
tion of  leaving  the  house  at  that  time;  Mrs.  Thistlewood 
and  the  ehf7d  remained  till  the  following  evening." 

Barbara  Smeed  says,  *'  My  hasband  kept  the  Brazen 
Head  pablic-honse  in  Upfier  Lisson-street,  near  Padding- 
ton^  the  bonse  is  frequented  by  persons  woAiag  00  the 
canal;  1  recollect  somebody  treating  tbem  witbbeeryraDd 
those  persons  left  bills ;  there  was  a  bill  put  up ;  one  of 
oor  officers  took  it  down ;  it  was  put  up  by  the  same  per- 
sons who  treated  the  men ;  it  was  taken  down  that,  day^  or 
thenext  morning." 

Isaac 'Bentiey  is  the  smith;  he  say^^  "  In  November 
last  my  workshop  was  in  Hart^street,  C6vent<*garden ; 
I  worked  in  the  celiac  under  ground ;  I  know  Castfe;  h^ 
applied  to  me,  and  wanted  to  make  a  pattern  at  n^y, forge ; 
I  made  one,  bat  I  did  not  finish  it;  be  took  it>  and  filed  it 
up  bimselP;  he  carried  it  away ;  I  saw  him  again  in^ab^mt 
an  hoar,  and  he  bade  .me  get  on  in  making  them,  to  make 
about  fifty ;  .he  said  theyx  were  waoted,  I  think,  for  a  park 
or  a  rabbit-warren,  and  before  I  had  made  fifty,  he  bade 
me  nvake^  two.  hundred  and  fifty  ;  he  gave  me.  ten  sbiUings 
in  advance ;  they  were  made  against  the  9th  of  November  ^ 
Castle  and  aoodier  man.  came  for  them ;  they  put  them, 
into  two  nail-hags;  they  both  came  to  my  cellar;  they 
took  them  away;  I  was  paid  for  them  at  Mr.  Winkfield's^ 
the  corner  of  Leg^alley,  in  Loog-acre ;  I  made,  out.  a  bill. 
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Vut  I  gave  BO  receipt;  they  were  both  together  when  I.  re^ 
ceived  the  m<)ney;  those  are  the  spikes;" — (they  are  pro- 
duped,  and  he  looks  at  them ;)  he.  says,  "  They  did  not 
require  any  receipt;  I  am  not  certain  there  was  no  bill; 
they  paid  me  nearly  five  pounds ;"  he  had  before  said^ 
'^  I  made  out  no  bill,  and  gave  no  receipt ;"  **  Castle  or« 
dered  them  as  for  the  tops  of  rails ;  when  he  ordered  them, 
John  Harri^n  was  with  him ;  Castle  said  they  were  for  a 
rabbit-warren,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  he  came  after 
the  first. pattern  spMce  was  made,  and  ordered  fifty,  and 
then  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  then. up  to  five  hundred  ^ 
that  he  filed,  he  made  much  sharper  than  this ;  he  seemed 
to  handle  the  file  very  well ;  I  had  never  made  any  thiag 
like  these  before  that  time/' 

•  WiUiam  Winkfield  says,  'M  keep  a  public-house  at  the 
comer  of  Leg-aliey,  Long^acre ;  I  saw  Bentley,  with  two 
other  persons,  in  my  house  last  November;  Icantotsay 
whether  Castle  was  one  of  them  or  not;"  he  only  speidca 
io  there  being  two  persons  in  Bentley's  presence;  ''  I  gavo 
Benlley  change  out  of  a  pound  note." 

•  Thomas  Cox  says,  '^  I  was  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
ParkesandC*;  they  are  ironmongers;  I  remember  a  per- 
son coming  one  morning  in  November,  and  asking  for  two 
nail-bags,  a  man  about  five  feet  nine  high."' 

Then,  Gentlemen,  we  come  to  the  fifth  day. 

William  Tull  says,  *^  I  am  principal  clerk  of  the  works 
of  the  ordnance  department  in  the  Tower;  I  know  the 
Tower,  and  all  the  parts  of  it*;"  he  looks  at  that  paper 
found  at  yt>ung  Watson's,  which  you  have  seen  to-day, 
and  says,  "  This  is  a  rough  hand  sketch  of  some  of  the. 
interior  part  of  the  Tower,  not  done  with  any  skill ;  any^ 
person  might  make  such  a  sketch." 

William  Thompson  says,  "  I  Ih-e  at  N**  loi,  Fetter*. 
Igno,  the  pomer  of  Greystoke^place;  my  father  is  ground 
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laoAordof  11*9;  there  are  two  roonM  on  a  floor;  IheWk 
Tooin  has  no  external  window ;  it  is  lighted  bj  a  sky-^fight 
all  the  way  up ;  Mr.  Wood  holds  the  hoase  under  my 
fiitber ;  we  bad  the  key  when  it  was  to  lei.*' 

Maiy  Kinsley  says,  "  In  the  month  of  Ito^ember  last^ 
I  hVed  at  No.  i.  Dean-street,  Fetter-lane ;  Watson,  senior,' 
took  lodgings  at  my  honse,  on  the  Wednesday  before  %e 
second  Spai-&elds  meeting ;  he  was  there  from  the  Wed-^ 
nesday  to  the  Monday,  then  he  left ;  he  left  it  the  day^ 
Mr.  Piatt  was  shot ;  he  took  a  parlour  for  himself  and  bim 
aon ;  there  was  a  bed  in  it ;  the  bed  was  to  be  made  erery 
day;  it  used  to  be  made  towards  erening ;  I  hare  two  keys 
to  the  parionr  door,-  Mr.  Watson  had  both,  so  that  they 
conld  let  themselyes  in  and  Jet  themselves  ont;  the  onter 
door  was  on  the  latch,  they  cookl  get  in  and  oat  as  tbey 
pleased.    On  the  Sunday  I  took  in  dinner;  there  were 
serecal  parsons  in  the  room ;  I  think  I  had  seen  some  ot 
those  persons  in  the  room  in  the  course  of  the  week;  I  think 
there  was  somebody  likeHooper  in  the  face;  I  saw  Prestod 
there  and  Thistlewood ;  Thistlewood  is  altered  in  his  diess ; 
I  think  he  is  the  same  ;  he  had  on  light  grey  pantaloons, 
and  a  dark  blue  or  a  dark  green  coat,  and  a  white  hand* 
kefchief ;  pens  and  ink  and  paper  were  on  the  tabie  while 
they  were  there.    On  Monday  morning  1  found  the  Wat«* 
sons  wece  gone  out;  I  did  not  see  any  of  them  all  day, 
till  about  candle-light ;  the  prisoner  came  then  and  asked 
me,  if  I  had  seen  hb  son  ;  his  son  had  got  the  keys,  and 
he  oonld  not  get  in;  my  husband  who  had  another  key 
gave  him  that,  and  I  did  not  see  him  afterwards ;  he  did 
not  intimate  that  he  was  about  to  leave  the  lodgings ;  there 
were  great  coats  in  the  room  at  night ;  diere  wers  none 
there  the  next  day ;  afterwards  a  young  woman  brought 
the  key  to  open  the  door,  and  my  husband  took  it  away 
from  her;  then  Preston  was  fetched;  I  never  saw  young 
Watson  after  the  day  of  the  riots.''  She  was  asked,  wbedxer^ 
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Ac  did  not  go  into  the  loom  iMnelf  widi  her  own  Wy} 
sheiA]^  **  I  aefcr  did,  except  the  Mondaj  eTeuog." 

John  Gillbg  is  next  colled.    He  is  one  of  the  penotit 

mentioiied  bj  name  in  Casde's  evidence^  is  being  a  per« 

son  who  had  been  a  sergeant  in  the  Guaids.    He  says  ^  I 

belong  to  the  3d  regiment  of  Foot  Guards ;  I  was  qvmr* 

lered  for  some  time  at  a  house  in  Norfoik^streety  called 

Ibe  City  of  Norwich  Anns ;  I  became  acquainted  widi 

Castle,  he  treated  me,  and  four  young  men  who  were  ser* 

^uiu  out  of  place,  with  beer;  he  was  there  time  times; 

he  treated  me  e^ery  time ;  I  was  there  when  I  was  off 

iluty.;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  treated  others ;  once  them 

was  a  gendeman  widi  him,  he  had  a  great  coat  on ;  Castle 

told  me  that  the  gentlemaii  bad  been  a  lieutenant;  that  was 

food  enough  for  that  gentleman  to  hear;  he  told  me  he  had 

lately  come  fiom  France  ;  so  had  I ;  I  had  just  been  we* 

duced  from  being  serjeant,  and  I  had  got  a  serjeanife 

jacket  on,  and  the  conversadon  turned  upon  how  I  came 

to  be  reduced;  be  was  talking  about  die  French  army; 

I  draftk  with  diem ;  I  walked  down  the  street  widi  them; 

Castle  asked  where  I  shoidd  be  die  folfowing  day,  ha 

woidd  caU  upon  me,  and  give  me  something  to  drink;  t 

and  J  should  be  on  the  King's  guard ;  Castle  was  speaking 

in  the  house  about  the  Spa-fidds  meeting  that  was  to  be ; 

it  was  shortly  before  that  I  said,  if  either  of  them  would 

give  me  his  address,  I  would  send  them  word  where  I  was 

the  next  day,  if  I  was  not  on  guard,  but  they  spoke  pri<» 

Vfttely  to  each  other;  and  then  Castle  said,  I  will  come  to 

0ie  guard,  and  if  yon  are  not  there,  I  will  inquire  for  you ; 

this  was  aboat  half  a  mile  from  Knightsbridge ;  I  had  not 

legimentals  on.''    He  explains  that  afterwards,  diat  he  had 

not  his  full  uniform  on.  He  says,  ^'  We  are  not  allowed  to 

go  out  in  die  evening  in  our  full  uniform,  I  had  a  red 

scarlet  jacket  on;  Castle  began  the  conversation  with  mt^ 

and  be  then  observed  my  dress;  he  said,  '  Gilling^  I  know 


yoni  ikther  idid'ielation,  yoa  coae'from  wfaoiel  db^'fironi 
KoaixBborough  f  ^&  was  the  first  timie  I  had  seen  Castle ) 
Gastte  dnl  not  knoir'I  hadbeen  redvced  till  I  loldbim; 
I  tbiuk  I  saw  Castle  oaoe  aiterveBnis;  when  the  coaver^ 
catiob  passed  I. was  dressed  as  a  soldier,  thou^  not  in  fbll 
vmformJ* 

I  Mr.  Justice  ^Uoit.  What  Castfe  said,  was  this,  ^  In 
one  .of  the  houses 'sre  saw  Gilling,  a  sei^jeant  in  the  guaidsi 
and  caoTersed  with^him." 

•   Afr.  Jtatice  BoM/Uy.    James  Brown  says,  '^.  I  am  a  sol^ 
dier  inlhe  Coldstivam  regimtot.  I  know  the  Stone-kLt^ben 
pitUic  hoaae  m  itbe  Tower ;  from  three  to  five  days  before 
the  riots,  I  saw- a  person  like  Hooper  there ;  he  came  down 
stiurs,  and  asked  me  if  tl  wouid  go  up  and  take  something 
tp.4ri(ik;  I  islaid  tbeie  from  ten  to  fifteen  miiiutes.    The 
msn-tadc  a  banch  of  ribbolDis.fro)ca  the  inside  o£,tbe.crbwa 
of  his  hat ;  they  were  dairk  coloured  ;  he  asked  if:  we  had 
e^erseen.siich  a  thing  as..that  before;  there  were  other 
soldiers  there;. the  coh,versation  was  addce'ssed  generally 
to  the  soldiers. in  the  room ;  he  said,  should  not  you  like 
Uxtvive  abfg  loai^  and  there  were  i^ery  few  soldiers*  but 
fell  the. distress  of  the  times,  as' wd\  as  others;  he  said^ 
thait  times  would  never  be  any  better  uli*.  th^re  was  a  fresh 
$et 'atecigetfaer.  .  I  did  not  notice  that  diere  were  any  per- 
sous  in  the'room.  but  he  and  the  soldiers ;  I  drank  some 
beer,  but  I  did  not  pay  for  it.    There  might  be  a  good 
deal  of  mixed  and  general  conversation ;  I  think  it  was 
a  wet  night;  I  do  not  say  that  one  of.  these  persons' was 
Hooper;  I  am  hotsiffe  about  it;  I  heard  no. whispering 
in  any  comer;    I  do  not  recollect  that'  the  Spa-fie/ds 
Ineeiing  was  mentioned ;  I  do  hot  knaw  Casde  i*  tberefiore, 
all  that  he  says,  is^  that  there  were  two  persons  there. 

Willibm  Harris  says,  'H  am  a  soldier  in  the  Coldstream. 
I  was  in  the  Tower  in  November;  it  might  be  a  week,  of 
npt  so  much,  before  the  disturbance  in  the  Mio^M'ies;  two 
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penQDi^ane  ta^  Hooper  was  tine  ^  Im  called- ibr  a  piar 
of  bao'y  aod  began4o  speak  lo  the  solditn;  bat  I  do  not , 
know  to  whom ;  there  might  be  a  dosea  soUiers  there;  faq^ 
called  fer  half  a  galbn  more,  aod  tke  •ddien  draok  of  it.  ' 
Papers  were  dropped  by  one  of  them  by  the  sidfl  of  llie 
table ;  be  said^  band  those  about  to  yonr  comrades  wbem . 
we  are  gone;  I  did  not  bear  what  the  bills  wera  aboat^ 
tbey  asked  ns  if-  we  should  like  to  hare  a*big  loaf}  I  do. 
not  know  which  asked ;  they  asked  what  we  should  do  if; 
the  mob  came  into  the  Tow6t ;  we  answeivd,  we  shooid 
do  our  duty ;  then  they  asked  us  whether  we  should  like 
to  get  out  of  our  regiment ;  some  of  the  soldiers  said^ 
then  we  should  starve  to  death ;  Watson  said,  no,  no,  no, 
you  would  not ;  that  was  all  I  heard ;  I  went  away.^ 

On  cross^xamination,  he  says,  ^  we  wouM  ba^e  done 
our  duty ;  we  were  not  aftaid  of  the  mob;  the  oonversa^'. 
tion  made  no  impression  upon  me ;  many  gentlemen  givoc 
the  soldiers  a  pot  of  beer ;  if  I  had  thought  thb  wrong/ 
I  shodd  have  told  my  commanding  ofBoer  \  but  I  did  tell' 
ttij  company  that  I  had  had  beer;  there  was  not* mueb 
difference'  between  the  Wo^  as  to  talkidg ;  sometimes  one 
spoke,  sometimes  the  other;  each  must  ha^  heard  what 
the  other  said/* 

'  Charles  Nailor,  says,  "  I  am  a  soldier  in  the  G>ld<' 
stream;  I  was  in  the  Tower  in  November;  I  recollect 
being  at  the  Golden  Chain  public  house,  shortly  before  . 
the  riots  in  the  Minories,  not  many  days  before ;  I  saw 
two  gentlemen  come  in ;  they  called  for  a  pot  of  porter ; 
Hooper  was  one ;  fhey  asked  if  I  would  accept  of  it ; 
I  drank  it,  they  drank  none ;  one  of  them  rolled  up  some' 
hand  bills,  not  the  man  who  gave  the  porter ;  they  put 
them  into  my  hand  slily,  and  bade  me  look  at  them  when 
they  were  gone,  and  if  we  were  ruled  by  them  we  shoukl  • 
be  made  gentlemen  in  a  short  time ; — those  words  were^ 
fUM-ticularly  addressed  to  me,  but  they  were  loud  oioagti' 

Vol,  II.  Mm 
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At  his  coitifManoD  to  heur;  as  I  codM  oof  read,  I  gave 
otie  to  a  man  named  Bachanan,  and  I  heard  Budwnaa^ 
rted  It  in  the  Mess  Kitchen.'' 

On  cvoss-examination,  be  says^  ^  the  bii/  made  veqr 
)tnk  impression  apon  me ;— in  these  auttlkg-lioaaes  there 
ai«  other  people  besides  the  soldiers,  bnt  they  mast  give* 
Uk  account  o(  themselves,  before  diey  axe  allowed  to  come- 
ia ;  I  had  one  hiU  back  from  Bodiaiian,  I  tore  it  to  Bghi 
lAy  pipe  " 
•  George  Bacbanan,  asys,  ^  I  am  soldier  in  the  CokL^* 
stfeam  Guards )  I  was  on  duty  at  the  Tower  in  November 
]ast*^  Nulor  bA>aght  me  a  printed  bill,  and  desired  me ta 
rend  it;  this  was  in  the  Mess  Kitchen;  I  read  it  aloud ; 
theie  were  twelve  or  foarteen  soJdiers  present ;  it  men* 
tkmed,  that  there  were  so  many  miUioos  in  a  starving 
condition  in  the  country,  that  theVt  brothers  in  Iiciand 
were  in  the  sune  condition,  ^od  laad;  to  rise  at  once) — 
1  do  not  recollect  any  thing  about  any  meeting,  according^ 
to  my  recollection  of  it;  the  paper  certainly  contained 
very  inflammatory  expressions ;  I  read  the  paper  over  only 
once,  and  returned  it  to  Nailor.    I  think  I  am  correct  as 


to  its  contents.** 


James  ChappelK  a  publican,  \n  Long  Acre,  says,  ''  My 
bouse  is  frequented  by  the  soldiers  upon  duty  at  tltie 
theatre ; — shortly  before  one  of  the  Spa-fields  meetings^, 
two  persons  ceune  to  my  house,  and  treated  the  soldiers 
w(Hh  two  or  three  pots  of  beer ;  I  cannot  say  whether  it 
-^yas  one  of  tlie  prisoners ;  I  believe  not.** 

William  Hillyer,  a  pubUcauj  says,  ^  I  keep  the  Dover 
Tap  in  St.  George's  Fields ;  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
>Iauclsley  has  a  factory  there,  an  iron  factory;  three  or 
four  of  tlie  men  dine  ai  my  public  house  most  days,  at  one 
o'clock  ;^  1  know  Preston,  and  I  know  Castle,  they  came 
to  my  house  together  on  November  last,  it  might  be  a  few 
^X^  before  the  riots  in  tlie  Minories ;  these  were  others  in 
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tbe  public  hoiM€ ;  I  do  not  recollect  tbftt  they  brought  any 
bills  tliat  day ;  I  believe  it  was  about  noon ;  some  of 
Maudsley's  men  came  in  whilst  Preston-and  Castle  and 
their  party  (there  were  four  or  five  of  them)  were  there  ; 
on  going  he  said,  ^  You  will  be  there/  and  Mauds1ey'» 
men  said^  *  Certainly,  we  shall ;'  I  saw  Castle  there  at 
at  other  times  at  that  dinner  hour,  but  never  saw  Prestoa 
with  him  but  that  time.'' 

Richard  Statham,  a  soldier  in  the.  Coldstream,  says,  ''  I 
was  stationed  in  th^  Tower  in  November  and  December, 
shortly  before  the  second  meeting  in  Spa-fields.  On  the 
Thursday  or  Friday  before,  two  persons  came  into  the 
Stone  Kitchen ;  I  think  Hooper  was  one  of  them,  and 
gave  tbe  soldiers  beer;  the  persoiv  with  Hooper  was  taller* 
There  might  be  ten  or  eleven  soldiers  there;  I  did  not 
attend  to  what  they  said  ;  but  one  of  them,  that  was  the 
taller,  took  hold  of  the  pot  of  beer,^  and  said,  ^  Successr 
tp  a  big  loaf/  that  was;  tbe  first  pot ;  they  gave  six  of 
seven  pots ;  they  staid  about  half  an  hour;  the  taller  earner 
vp  to  me,  called  me  countryman,  and  said  he  eame  from 
Shefiield,  and  gave  me  a  glass  of  ^in,  ^and  afterwards  he 
gave  me  a  shilling,  and  said  that  was  for  half  a  gallon  of 
beer,  which  would  come  to  eleven-pence;  and  then  he 
ordered  that  they  should  take  some  tobacco  with  the  other 
penny." 

William  Mortimer,  says,  "  I  was  a  soldier  in  the  Cold** 
stream ;  I  was  in  tlie  Tower  in  December,  shortly  before 
the  meeting  in  Spa-fields.  Two  men  came  into  the  StouQ 
Kitchen,  Hooper  was  one,  the  other  was  taller;  one  of 
them  produced  some  printed  bills;  there  was^  no  con- 
versation about  the  Spa-fields  meeting;  a  shilling  was  ' 
given  at  the  bar  by  Hooper,  for  beer  and  tobacco ;  the 
other  man  said  he  was  a  Yorkshireman  ;'*  that  other  man,' 
if  you  believe  the  account  given  by  Castle,  was  Castl^ 
himself.. 

M  m2 
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.  TboOMA  Robertioii,  tajrs,  **  I  wal  in  the  CoIdMean, 
•latioiied  in  the  Tower;  I  was  in  tbe  Stone  Kitchen  on  a 
Sttndaj  night,  sbortlj  before  the  Sparfielcit  meeting ;  IWd 
men  came;  when  they  were  going  down  »tain,  one  oC 
them  took  a  large  bnnob  of  ribbons  ott  of  hia  Jxat^  of 
different  colours^ « be  waved  them  ronnd  hit  head,  and  said. 
be  hoped  they  wonid  all  wear  €he  same  cdonrs.  I  think 
it  was  the  shottet  man  thai  did  thkt*" 

WiUiam  Duke  says,  '^  I  live  in  the  New  Cut  between 
Blackfriars  and  Westminster  Bridge;  I  have  manycar-* 
riages  for  safe ;  three  or  four  days  before  the  Sf>a-field9 
meeting,  two  men  came^  a  tall  man  and  a  short  one,  they 
asked  if  i  had  got  a  stage  to  utH,  I  said  I  had  a  mouite- 
bank's  stage;  they  went  to  iook  at  it,  and  said  it  wonld  suit 
their  {Hurpose ;  1  asked  them  ten  pounds  for  it^  they  hesi- 
Utedy  and  then  they  said  they  \rinted  to  hire  it;  I  said,. 
I  never  let  out  any  thing ;  they  wanted  it  to  go  to  Spa-« 
ielda  meeting,  to  make  a  speech  upon ;  there  was  a  society 
of  them.'' 

Wiliiam  Ware  says,  '^  A  few  days  before  the  second 
Sparilekb  meeting.  Castle  asked  me  to  recommend  him 
where  be  conUl  bprroiv  a  waggon ;  I  recommended  him  to 
Mr.  Windemude." 

Frederick  Windemude  says,  **  1  Vive  in  UoTseferry'Toatd  ; 
on  the  Wednesday  before  the  second  of  December,  Castle 
applied  to  me  for  a  waggon,  he  said  Mr.  Hunt  had  a  few 
speeches  to  make  on  the  Monday;  Government  had 
offered  to  erect  them  hustings,  but  he  would  not  accept 
them,  and  he  would  speak  from  the  waggon ;  this  was  at 
the  side  of  the  shop ;  he  came  again  on  the  Sunday,  with 
liooper,  and  sent  for  me  to  the  Ship  ;  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  I  received  from  each  darections  where  I  was 
to  take  it  tbe  next  morning ;  I  was  to  take  it  to  the  top  of 
Chancery-lane,  llolborn.  Castle  produced  a  hand-bill  and 
stuck  it  up  in  tbe  p^iblic  room.  Castle  had  a  great  c^nantity 
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of  ribbon,  £ft j  or  sixty  yards ;  be  gare  tbe  ftervam  of  tbt 
faouse  about  a  yard  and  a  half;  they  both  wanted  to  dresi 
my  horses  with  those  ribbons>  but  I  denied  it,  and  said  they 
should  not.  On  the  next  morning,  I  and  the  boy  Mreni  witb 
the  waggon  to  the  top  of  Chancery-lane ;  Hooper  ited 
Preston  came  to  me  there ;  they  bade  me  stop  ifaere.  tiU 
they  returned.    Hooper  and  Castle  a£terwaidt  brovgin 
something  wrapped  in  a  blanket,  and  something  in  a 
handkerchief;  a  long  pole  was  in  a  blanket;  Hooper  rode 
in  the  waggon  all  the  way ;  to  my  knowledge  I  never  saw 
Castle  before  he  came  to  me  in  the  way  J  hare  describech 
Two  other  gentlemen  walked  before ;   they  told  me  to 
Follow  them,  which  I  did  to  Spa-fields ;  Hooper  and  the 
other  two  gendemen  bade  me  stop,  and  then  I  had  tht 
hones  taken  oof, ;  1  had  twenty  shillings  from  Castle  on 
the  Wednesday,  I  had  two  one  pound  notes  from  him  oo 
tbe  Sunday,  and  I  wanted  thirteen  shillings  more ;  the  two 
gentlemen  who  walked  before  tbe  waggon  were  I  believe 
Thistlewood  and  young  Watson.    I  asked  for  the  thirteen 
shillings,  and  Thistlewood  said,  If  k  was  ,fiv»  hundi*ed 
pounds  you  should  be  pmd  ^  they  opened  the  Uankets,  and 
then  they  took  out  flags ;  the  last  speaker  on  getting  out  of 
tbe  waggon"  (and  that  according  to   the  testimony  of 
Dowling,  was  young  Watson)  "  said  '  Follow  me,'  and  they 
got  out;  ,tbe  mob  all  followed  him,  and  the  .colqurs  tvere 
taken  by  them ;  1  then  found  in  tl>e  waggon  a  piece  of 
cloth  in  a  handkerchief,  cloth  or  stocking,  and  in  that  there 
were  bullets,  and  some  slogs,  and  a  iin  cannister;  I  gave 
those  to  Yeomans  my  son-in-law.     I  think  Castle  put  tbe 
handkerchief  into  the  waggon ;  Hooper  was  whh  J>im."-^ 
Theretbre  you  see  Windeihude,  in  addition  to  the  two 
Sheermans,  confirms  that  fact  of  th^  l&st  person  who 
got  out  of  the  wi^gon  calling  out  to  the  people  to  folbw 
him. 
On  cross-examination  he  says,  ^  When  Castle  first 
M  m  3 
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came  to  me  about  the  waggon,  he  was  alone  ;  it  was  at  the 
top  of  ChaDcefy*laiie  I  first  saw  the  person,  who  from  the 
deMrriptioD,  I  suppose  to  be  the  jonnger  Watson ;  whether 
that  was  the  same  person  who  used  the  expression^  Follow 
me,  I  am  not  soie.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  noise  doria^ 
ali  the  time  that  the  speeches  were  going  on ;  thete  waa 
a  great  deal  of  crowding  and  jostling  daring  the  whole  o( 
tbe  lime ;  the  thing  in  which  the  bullets  were  found  was 
a  kind  of  wonted  glove." 

Thomas  John  Yeomans  says,  ''  I  took  out  the  things 
which  were  in  the  waggon, there  were  acannister  of  powder 
«nd  some  balls  and  sJugs." 

James  Gillmor,  the  police  officer,  says^  ''  he  rec^ved 
these  things  at  VVindemude's ;  he  produced  them;  there 
were  about  sixty  bullets,  half  a  dozen  slugs,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  powder.'* 

Ann  Hayes  says,  ^^  I  lived  servant  at  the  Ship,  at  Horse* 
ferry<»Toad;  shortly  before  the  Sparfields  meeting  I  saw 
Castle  there,  twice  one  Sunday  I  saw  him  there  with 
Windemude;  Casile  gave  me  that  ribbon;  there  was 
another  person/' — I  tbiuk^  who  that  person  was,  has  beea 
spoken  to  by  different  witnesses. 

Then,  Gentlemen,  some  witnesses  are  calVed  who  prove 
the  fact  of  certain  arms  being  purchased. 

Thomas  Stacy  says,  *^  I  live  in  Queen-street,  Camdeq 
Town ;  my  shop  is  in  CharIotte*street,  Portland-place;  one 
Castle  bought  of  me  some  sabres  not  a  week  before  the 
Spa-fields  meeting ;  he  took  a  sabre,  and  be  took  a  dirlc." 

George  Flint  says,  '^  I  am  a  pawnbroker,  at  89,  Edge^ 
ware-road  ;  I  sold  some  pistols  to  Castle ;  I  sold  bim  but 
one  pair,  but  I  took  tlie  money  for  two;  tbe  second  time 
he  came,  he  took  away  the  first  pair,  and  paid  the  rcmain-t 
der  of  tbe  purchase  money;  and  .bargaitied  for  a  second 
pair/' — That  exactly  corresponds  with  Castle's  account  of 
that  transaction.— r*'  He  bargained  for  a  second  pair,  and 
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paid  a  pound ;  he  came  for  them  oo  the  SfNidaymoroing;  h« 
came  for  the  first  on  the  Saturday  evening ;  he  represented 
himself  a^  a  Bow-streec  patrole^  and  said  be  was  ordered  by 
the  magistrate  to  get  arms,  on  account  of  the  dUturbfpceit 
that  were  expected  on  the  Monday »" 

Gentlemen,  the  last  witness  called  on  tlie  jpan  of  tht 
prosecntion,  is  William  Mills,  who  says,  **  I  am  foreman  to 
Mr.  Parker,  a  gunsmith  in  Holbom ;  in  NoTember  last*-^ 
he  does  not  specify  the  day;  but  ^Mn  November  last^ 
I  sold  a  pair  of  pistok/'  which  are  those  found  upon 
Hooper;  ''  to  a  young  man,  who-  gave  me  his  a^me  «t 
Watson,  Hyde-street;  the  same  person  came  again  the 
same  day>  and  bought  two  more."*— Then  he  looks  at 
one  which  is  produced  by  Worrall  as  found  at  Beck-? 
with's ;  and  he  says,  ''  that  is  one  of  the  two;"  he  looks 
at  another,  which  is  (M-oduoed  by  Miell,  and  which  was 
found  upon  Watson,  senior,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar ;.  and 
he  says,  **  that  is  another;"  and  he  looks  at  those  which 
have  been  produced  by  Stephens,  which  Stephens  had 
received  from  Cartwright,  and  which  Cartwright  had 
received  from  Hodgetts,  taken  from  Hooper;  and  he  says, 
**'  those  are  the  other  two ;"  therefore  those  four  pistol^ 
which  sometime  in  the  month  of  November  last.  Mills 
jold  to  a  person,  who  bought  them  in  the  name  of  Watson, 
are  now  produced ;  two  of  those  being  traced  to  the  pos- 
session of  Hooper,  on  the  second  of  December;  one  of 
then  being  traced  to  the  possession  of  the  |m  i^oner  at  (h^ 
bar ;  and  the  fourth  being  traced  to  the  possession  of  tha^ 
man  who  was  in  Beckwith's  shop  at  the  time  whey 
Mr.  Piatt  was  shot.  You  will  recollect.  Gentlemen,  thdt 
when  Castle  was  giving  his  evidence^  \\e  represented  that 
young  Watson  gave  an  account,  in  the  presence  aud  be^^r 
ing  of  the  prisoner,  and  the  witness,  that  he  had  bfeei) 
Jbuy inp  those ;  and  Hooper  h^d  one  pair.  There  \%  pprtaiq}/ 
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A  Vtfy  Iwfottm  eoainaatiop  in  Aiftt  Rifaet,  of  die  testis 
mtmy  gtroi  bjr  Casde»  the  witncn. 

LoM  BUalioMt^  The  erideace  tfaot  was  gifen  ftt 
At  pritMer  coositled  fint  of  Mr.  Haitt:  h«  bbjs,  ^  My 
Bftiae  is  Ueniy  Hoot.  T  live  1  MidAetim  Cottage^ 
Hampckim.  I  hire  not  had  a  mbporna  from  Ae  Cvown 
to  MUeod  on  this  proieeiitioQ ;  I  waa  tuhpcenaM  by  dio 
priaoiier.  I  was  pi^aeat  on  ibe.  isth  of  Nofcmber  at 
tha  8pa-fteldft  mealing,  and  made  a  speech  at  MerhnV 
tiffe.  A  motion  was  made  to  ai^oara  the  meeting,  to  a 
Ihtoie day;  some  daj  after  die  meeftiDg  of  Psriiament; 
hat  an  a/teiatioii  in  the  day  was  proposed  by  die  yonoger 
WatMm.  The  father  of  the  younger  Wataon  siud,  on 
Us  son*s  propoMQg  an  altetation^  he  wdoU  endeawnr  to 
pievail  on  biai  not  to  propose  an  alteredoo^  it  heio^  too 
earijand  aooecessaiy.  Both  were  «U»ding  by  me,  side  by 
side.  This  to<A  place  at  the  window  ef  the  room  in  Mer- 
lin*s-caYe.  The  elder  Watson  had  addressed  the  meeting* 
There  was  a  general  cry  of  '  Adjoom  the  nieettng,* 
and  J  do  not  recollect  which  was  the  day  of  adjonrnment 
proposed,  t^je  second  day,  or  ibe  second  Week  after  the 
Bieetiog  of  PuUMnent.  The  elder  Watson  endeavomvd 
to  keep  Che  younger  bock.  The  yonnger  Wataon  was 
sent  for^vard  from  the .  back  of  the  room  to  piopoae  that. 
I  dined  on  the  15th,  the  first  day  of  the  Spa-fields  mees> 
ing,  at  Coopei^s  hotel.  Water-lane  and  Bouverie«street* 
I  believe  his  Christian  name  is  Robert.  I  have  known 
Mr.  William  Bryant  fonr  or  five  years;  he  had  engaged 
Id  order  dinn^  there  for  himself  and  me  at  five  o'clock. 
I  had  not  invited  any  person,  or  expected  any  peison  to 
dine  there.  I  found  Mr.  Bryant  there  with  his  son,  a 
iittle  boy;  be  told  me  he  had  ordered  three  whitings  and 
a  chop;  the  cloth  was  spread  for  three.  I  remember 
Castle  coBsiog  iato  the  room  ;  it  ifiras  a  private  room,  and 
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Ml  k  pntiit  doflhe-TOom.  *  Castle^  and  many  vrUh  Jbtmi 
<Mu^eiti;  the  Wo  Watsoiu,  Thistiewood,  Ciarke>  wfio  watf 
ihe  cbainnan  at  the  Spa*fieldi  meetiog,  aiid  several  oAec 
^raonsy  I  think.  He  (Castle)  did  not  come  in  by  m j 
desire.  I  was  not  surprised  to  see  Watson  and  Thistle^ 
wood  come  into  the  room,  although  I  had  not  inyited 
them ;  bnt  parties  at  such  meetings  fteqneotly  dine  toge* 
tfier  afterwards ;  but  I  was  surprised  that  Castle  and  setend 
Others  did.  I  lemonstrated  witb  theas,  as  did  Bryant^ 
that  it  was  a  private  room,  aad  gave  them  a  hint  to  retin* 
I  do  not  think  I  had  seen  him  before  that  day»  I  $am 
him  with  a  flag  at  Spa^elds  that  day ;  he  was  uafurSng 
a  flag)  and  fixing  it  up^n  a  pole;  he  brought  the  flag 
to  Merlin's^cave^  and  fixed  it  at  the  side  of  .the  window; 
I  saw  nothing  more  of  Castle,  till  he  oarae  into  the  rooim 
in  the  evening;  possibly  some  might  retire  upon  my 
hint,  but  one  of  them  proposed  to  have  some  chops  with 
us.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Bryant  and  myself  was^  thai 
dinner  was  prepared  for  three  only,  and  that  they  cxmld 
not  therefore  partake  of  it.  One  of  them>  I  believe;  Castle^ 
rang  the  bell ;" — Castle  has  said  that  be  did  not  ring  tb^ 
bell,  and  Hunt  does  not  state  positively  that  he  did ; — **  and 
he  said  we  will  order  some  beef-steaks  to  be  added ;  and 
fr^h  steaks  were  ordered  to  be  added.  A  cloth  was 
laid,  I  believe  it  was*Castle  who  rang  the  bell.  I  think 
he  was  not  in  the  least  in  liquor;  be  was  forward  and 
officioBS,  but  not  at  all  in  liquor.  There  sat  down  ten  or 
twelve  to  the  dinner  which  had  thus  been  added.  The  elder 
Watson  and  the  younger  were  of  the  party^  and  Thistle- 
wood.  I  had  seen  them  the  day  before;  ThistJewood  and 
Watson  were  the  names  which  they  gave  me.  Castle  sat 
down  also,  and  the  King's  health  was  dmtik;  it  was 
given  by  Mr.  Bryant  at  the  head  of  the  table.  I  added,  yoa 
had  better  give  no  toasts  at  all.  It  passed  aU  round,  tiU 
it  came  to  Castle.    Clarke  sat  next  to  me>  and  Castle  the 
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Mst«  WheD  it  came  to  Castle^  lie  begao  in  a  loud  toiie^ 
'  Maj  t)ie  last  jof  Kings  be  stnmgjed'— rl  rose  from  my. 
seatf  and  stopped  bim,  saying,  that  no  such  language  a* 
that  should  be  used  in  my  company*  Castle  followed  ii 
hj^sayiog  something  about '  guts  of  the  last  of  peiests/  Tbi9^ 
was  apparently  reprobated  by  the  whbk  party,  particnlarljr 
by  Bryunt,  myself,  and  the  elder  Watson.  On  this  Castle 
made  a  sort  of  apology.  Castle  in  the  evening  burst  out^ 
*  damn  you,  the  soldiers  are  our  ftiends/  I  said,  '  P^J- 
what  have  we  to  do  with  soidiers  here;'  he  intimated  he 
had  frequently  had  oonversadons  with  them  ;  I  said, '  mors 
fooijwi;'  OB  one  or  two  occasions  he  was  expostulated 
widi  by  the  elder  Watson  for  bis  violence;  Casde  waa 
(lie  general  spokesman  of  the  evening;  he  related  a  story 
of  his  being  instrumental  in  taking  two  French  prisoners 
out  of  tbe  coontiy,  for  which  he  said  he  had  beon  impr\« 
soned  two  years  in  Maidstone  gaol;  I  intimated  to  the 
elder  Watson,  *  pretty  company  you  hare  introduced  ua 
to;*  Bryant  added,  ^  pretty  society  we  have  got  into  indeed  ;* 
be  said  he  had  received  five  hundred  pounds  for  carrying 
these  prisoners  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  he  was  to  have 
had  four  hundred  pounds  or  five  hoorired  pounds  for  aiding 
in  the  escape  of  another,  but  was  disappobted  ;  that  his 
disappointment  arose  from  bis  not  being  able  to  get  tha!t 
French  piisoner  to  ride  on  horseback  ;  be  had  carried  hin¥ 
a  considerable  distance  in  a  cart,  when  he  found  it  neces* 
sRty  to  place  him  on  horseback ;  he  refused  to  ride,  upon 
whidi  Castle  said,  '  I  drew  out  my  pistol  and  waited  some 
minutes,  considering  whether  I  should  not  shoot  him/ 
Bryant  and  I  appealed  to  Watson,  or  some  of  the  party, 
on  tbe  necessity  of  taking  their  friend  away ;  I  beJieve  the 
younger  Watson  on  that,  attempted  to  justify  his  assisting 
in  the  escape  of  the  prisoner ;  the  elder  Watson  disap^t' 
proved  it ;  after  this  he  produced  the  flag  which  had  beea 
at  the  fields,  with  a  vulgar  exclamation,  that  that  was  hia 
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4lag/and  he  would  have  his  heart  cut  but  before  he  WonVfl 
part  with  it ;  he  said  a  Spitalfields  weaver  had  made  ihd 
silky  and  he  prepared  the  rest  of  the  flag ;  I  said,  '  Pray, 
Sir^  who  do  you  think  Would  attempt  to  take  it  from  you; 
let  me  see  it?'  I  spread  it  out  and  read  the  words* of  the 
motto ;  I  said,  '  I  see  no  harm  in  ilag  or  motto^  hut  aid 
surprised  at  your  violence  about  keeping  possession  of  it; 
f  believe  this  subject  was  previous  to  talking  about  con^ 
i^eying  out  the  French  prisoner ;  he  produced  two  or  thre^ 
-cockades/' 

My  learned  Brother  will  have  the  goodness  to  resumri 
the  reading.  *  i 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  *'  He  then  produced  tw6  or  threrf 
knots  of  ribbons,  cockades  apparently,  of  the  same  colour 
as  the  flag,  and  he  offered  me  one  ;  I  said,  '  you  had  bet- 
ter give  it  to  your  sweet-heart,  if  you  have  got  one,*  or 
something  of  that  sort;  he  offered  it  then  to  Mr.  Bryant^ 
who  said,  *  Oh  yes,  I  will  take  it,  it  will  do  for  my  pretty 
little  maid,'  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  put  it  into  his 
pocket.  After  the  history  of  Ihe  French  prisoners,  I  got 
up  and  declared  that  he  should  go  out  of  the  room  or  I 
would  ;  I  should  have  assisted  to  have  turned  him  out  of 
the  room  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bryant,  or  some  other  person, 
said,  we  had  better  not  make  any  bustle ;  and  then  I  said, 
if  he  uttered  one  more  sentence  of  that  nature  he  should 
go  out  of  the  room,  or  I  would  ;  he  expressed  some  sort 
of  contrition,  but  said  no  more.  In  a  very  few  minutes  I 
saw  him  rolled  up  in  bis  chair,  fast  asleep ;  at  first  I  ex- 
pressed pleasure  that  he  was  silent ;  soon  after  that  I 
observed  one  of  his  friends  endeavouring  to  awake  hini 
by  shaking  him ;  upon  which  I  said,  *  for  God's  sake  let 
that  fellow  alone,  he  is  best  as  he  is.'  Some  of  the  party 
proposed  going,  and  I  desired  the  first  thht  went  that  he 
might  be  awoke,  and  might  go  out  with  them ;  his  friends 
endeavoured  tp  .awake  him  again^  but  without  success. 
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altlKmgb'coQftidMiUe  violence  wAs  osed;  on  which  I  g(A 
up  to  MsUt  to  wake  him  and  used  bo  gentle  Bieaiif ,  for 
at  that  time  I  was  thoronghly  conrinced  his  deep  was  a 
sban^  and  fiayiog*  '  Come,  this  fellow  shall  go/  I  slrudL 
him  a  blow  under  the  ribs  quite  enoagh  to  have  knocked 
9my  commoii  man  down^  but  it  made  no  impressVon,  he 
tat  as  §dll  as  if  he  had  been  dead,  and  I  gave  up  €b« 
attempt  to  wake  turn;  and  with  a  full  convictioii  upoa 
my  mind  that  it  was  a  sham,  I  rung  the  bell  and  ordered 
the  hilly  which  came  to  between  five  and  six  shilling* 
each ;  the  dinner  was  three  shillings  per  head;  no  one 
in  the  room  appeared  the  least  intoxicated.  On  my 
expostnlatrng  with  ^Id  Watson  about  his  bringing  in 
tttch  a  fellow,  he  said  he  was  a  rery  good  fellow,  a  little 
indiscreet' and  violent,  but  be  was  an  excellent  fellow,  and 
he  hoped  I  would  take  no  notice  of  it ;  and  be  appeared 
to  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  him.  Then  the  whole 
party  got  np,  put  their  hats  on,  ai^  Mr.  Castle  was  as 
wide  awake  as^ver.  I  came  again  to  town,  to  attend  the 
second  Spa-fields  meeting ;  I  came  on  the  Friday ;  the 
meeting  was  to  take  place,  according  to  the ,  resolution 
unaniflM)nsly  carried  at  the  meeting,  precisely  at  one 
o'clock  ;  in  my  way  Vo  Spa-fields  I  passed  throngb  Cheap* 
side;  I  was  driving  a  tandem ;  I  observed  a  considerable 
crowd  passing  near  the  mansion-house;  Castle  left  the 
crowd,  and  came  up  to  me,  and  stopped  me  fift}'  yards 
on  this  side  Bow  Church  ;  I  was  driving  rather  slowly 
and  looking  out  for  information  of  what  was  the  cause  of 
the  crowd.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  beckoned  to  him,  but  I 
met  his  eyes  as  .he  came  out  of  the  crowd;  he  stopped 
me;  I  very  readily  stopped  ;  he  said  '  for  God's  sake  how 
came  you  so  late  to  the  meeting,'  or  '  so  much  after 
your  time,'  or  -something  to  that  effect.  I  said  ^  after 
|ny  time !'  and  I  turned  round  and  observed  it  wanted 
nearly  twenty  miniUes  of  one  by  the  clock,  and  a  4}uartec 
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by  my  watch;  I  was  aU  in  good  Ua(ie;  be  said  ^Ib^ 
needng  ha3  been  broken  up  these  two  boors;  we  are 
going  to  the  Tower,  which  has  been  in  our  poasessLon 
quore  than  an  hour;  come  along.'  I  struck  myborse^ 
and  exclaimed,  '  a  damned  scoondrel/  and  went  on ;  if 
he  had  not  got  speedily  out  of  the  way  one  of  the  wheels 
would  have  struck  him ;  I  drove  on  to  Spa^^fields  meetings 
where  there  was  much  the  largest  collection  of  people  i 
ever  beheld/'  > 

He  says  on  cross-examination, ''  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  Hooper  was  at  the  dinner ;  Preston  was  not,''— -and  if 
you  recollect,  in  Castle's  evidence.  Castle  sap  Preston  watf 
not  there — *^  we  continued  together  nearly  two  hours  and 
a  half  or  three  hours ;  the  adjourned  meeting  was  to  take 
place  ai  one ;  Watson  knew  that,  1  have  no  doubt  of  it.** 
— ^That  will  be  important'  also  for  your  consideration,  be* 
cause  you  will  recollect  that,  the  placard  fixes  twelve,  and 
that  they  left  the  place  considerably  before  it  had  reached 
oue,  before  the  time  therefore  when  the  meeting  was  to 
commence.  He  says,  **  my  servant  was  with  me  in  the 
tandem ;" — that  servant  has  not  been  called ;  he  might  have 
been  called  certainly;  if  he  had  heard  and  recollected 
what  Mr.  Hunt  has  described  he  would  have  been  a  com- 
petent witness  to  contradict  the  evidence  of  Castle.  Mn 
Hunt  certainly  does  contradict  Castie  in  one  or  two  cir* 
cumstances  as  to  what  was  passing  at  the  dinner  on  the 
15th  of  November;  and  he  also  contradicts  himas  to  the 
expression  which  was  made  use  of  according  to  his  recoU 
lection  of  it  at  the  time  when  they  met  in  Cheapside^ 
Which  of  the  two  is  accurate  in  his  recollection  of  what 
was  said,  is  a  question  which  you  will  by*and»by  take  into 
your  consideration.  You  know  perfi^clly  well  that  ex* 
pressiuns  very  often  arc  misunderstood  by  parties,  par- 
ticularly when  they  are  in  the  haste  in  which  it  is  probable 
all  the  purtics  concerned  in  the  traqsactiQOS  of  that  day 
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wer^  Bfcely  to  be ;  ithe  one  may  not  recbliect  aiectiiiitely 
what  he  himself  said,  and  it  may  happen  that  the  othef 
may  not  acccnrately  recollect  what  he  thought  he  heard^ 

Williaoa  Bryant  says,  ^'  I  have  known  Mr.  Hnnt  foar  of 
five  years;  I  went  to  Boixverie-street  to  meet  Mr.  Hanty 
at  five  o'clock,  on  private  bosiness.    Mr.  Hfint  came ;  the 
pinner  was  ordered  for  three  ;  my  son  a  little  boy,  mysel/^ 
and  Mr.  Hunt.    Almost  immediately  afterwards  six  or 
eight  men  including  Castle  came  in ;  they  dined  with  n» 
Very  much  against  my  inclination.    Castle  went  and  rang 
the  bell  himself^  and  ordered  additional  dinner.    I  think 
Castle  was  perfectly  sober  when  he  came  in  ;  I  did  not  see 
any  thing  to  lead  me  to  think  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  in«> 
toxicatioQ*" — ^Now  there  Bryant  describes  Castle  as  being< 
the  person  who  rang  the  bell ;  Castle  in  his  evidence  says; 
he  did  not  ring  the  bell.    Hunt  says  that  he  believes  it 
^  was  Casde,  bat  he  is  not  sure.   Whether  Casile  did  or  did 
not  ring  the  bell  is  certainly  not  a  very  material  circam- 
stance  in  the  history  of  this  transaction;  and  it  wonld  not 
impeach  the  credit  of  the  testimony  of  Castie  in  any  ma^ 
terial  respect,  unless  you  were  satisfied  that  at  the  time  be 
wa&  giving  his  evidence,  he  knew  be  did  ring  the  bell,  and 
for  wicked  purposes  denied  that  fact,  he  says,  he  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  drinking.    I  objected  to  stay,  unless 
I  was  in  the  chair.     I  gave  the  first  toast  ^  The  King:;' 
it  was  drank  till  it  came  to  Castle."— Now  Castle  has  cer- 
tainly said   in    his  evidence,    that  the  toast  of  *  The 
King,'  was  not  given ;  that  he  never  heard  any  such  toast 
given^  and  if  the  toast  really  was  given,  and  he  beard  it, 
land  knew  at  the  time  when  he  was  giving  his  evidence^ 
that  it  bad  been  given,  that  would  certainly  impeach  the 
evidence  that  he  gave.    He  says,  ^'  It  was  drank  till  it 
came  to  Castle,  and  he  objected  to  it,  and  said  he  would 
drink  no  such  toast :  and  he  drank  this,  <  May  the  last  oi 
King^  be  Strangled  by  the  guts  of  the  last  of  Priests/    I 
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lemonrtrated  ^efj  nmch/'— asany  man  naturally  wouM  wtio* 
had  beard  a  speech  of  that  description. — ^  I  said  to  Mn- 
Hunt  he  ought  to  be  turned  out*  Hunt  on  this  interposed, 
and  so  did  Watson,  immediately  on  the  toast.  He  said» 
Perhaps  you  do  not  know  how  much  I  have  been  injured 
by  the  Government  of  the  country ;  I  have  been  confined 
two  years  in  some  country  gaol,  I  believe  it  was  Maid- 
slone^  for  carrying  off  French  prisoners.  I  recollect  he 
said  that  one,  when  he  got  near  tlie  vessel,  would  not  ride 
on  horseback,  and  I  had  a  great  mind  to  shoot  him^  Aftec* 
some  further  conversation,  he  began  tQ  talk  about  4M>Idiet9^ 
and  I  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Hunt  for  suffering  the  maa 
to  be  in  company ;  and  Mr.  Hunt  said,  I  must  put  an  ejad 
to  this  sort  of  language,  or  you  must  quit  the  room ;  he 
said  he  would  turn  him  out  if  nobody  else  would.  ITiis 
was  spoken  sufficiently  loud  for  Castle  to  hear.  CastJe 
afterwards  produced  a  flag,  and  I  asked  him  what  the 
colours  meant ;  I  thought  it  meant  the  French  Revolution; 
'  but  Watson  (the  prisoner)  said  it  did  not  mean  any  such 
thing,  and  he  gave  a  classical  explanation  of  the  three 
colours :  that  the  white  meant  Truth,  the  green  Nature,  and 
the  red  Justice.  I  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  company,  and 
desired  my  son  to  ring  for  ihe  bill,  and  then  Castle  was  in 
a  sound  sleep  in  a  minute.  The  more  they  tried  to  wake 
him  the  sounder  he  seemed  to  sleep ;  at  last  I  bade  Hunt 
shake  him,  which  he  did ;  I  gc^t  the  bill  paid^  and  got 

away/* 

Gentlemen,  you  will  observe  upon  that,  that  when  Bryant 
and  Hunt  are  giving  an  account  of  the  transactions  of  that 
day,  ihey  do  not  very  accurately  agree  in  the  account 
which  they  are  giving;  because  1  think,  when  Hunt  gives 
the  account,  he  describes  the  blow  given  to  Castle  as 
before  the  bell  was  rung  for  the  bill,  whereas  Bryant  de- 
scribes it  to  be  after  the  bell  was  rung  for  the  bill. 

On  cross-examination  he  says,  "  Casde  had  no  money, 


«Ui  rdo  not  know  fflio paid  for  bim,'' — tlierofere  he  vn» 
not  paid  for  according  to  this  witife«*s  accornit^  by  any  of 
his  own  party ;  be  says,  *^  I  think  Watson  was  the  first 
person  who  attempted  to  wake  bim;  I  don*t  recolJeet 
Hani's  striking  him.''— One  would  think,  if  k  wajs  such  a 
Wow  as  Hunt  has  described,  it  would  be  sure  to  be  in  bh 
Tecollection. — *'  He  was  not  ^ery  well  dressed ;  he  is  now 
so  raach  better  dressed  than  he  was  then  that  I  should 
hardly  have  known  him."— The  witness  being  asked,  why 
he  was  not  tnraed  oot,  says,  **  I  was  afraid  that  I  should 
eodanger  either  my  own  safety,  or  the  safety  of  the  boose, 
almost  in  case  he  had  been  turned  oat,  and  therefore  that 
was  the  reaaou  why  be  was  not  turned  out  at  that  time."—* 
Gentlemen,  both  of  these  witnesses  concur  in  that  toast  be^ 
ing  given,  which  Castle  himself  admits  to  have  been  given  ; 
and  there  is  no  man  of  common  sense  and  common  feeling, 
who  must  oot  in  the  strongest  terms  reprobate  the  giving 
of  such  a  toast,  and  hold  in  a  considerable  degree  of  ab- 
horrence, a  man  who  would  give  such  a  toast  f  and  yet 
you  do  not  find  that  that  induced  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,' 
or  the  other  persons  associating  with  him,  to  discard  faim 
from  that  time;  but  ifaey  ivere  contioain^  in  habits  with 
him  from  that  time  down  to  the  2d  of  December. 

Gentlemen,  no  doubt  Castle  is  contradicted  by  Hunt 
and  by  Bryant  in  some  of  the  particulars  they  have  stated  5 
they  are  very  hnmaterial  circumstances  with  reference  to 
the  main  questioo  under  your  consideration;  but  they  are* 
circumstances  that  may  or  may  not  assist  yon  in  some  de^ 
gree  in  appropriating  the  credit  which  is  to  be  given  to 
Castle ;  if  they  were  to  convince  you,  that  when  Castte' 
was  giving  his  evidence  upon  those  points  upon  ivfaich  hef 
is  contradicted  by  these  persons,  he  was  knowingly  and 
wilfully  giving  false  answers  upon  those  points,  that  would' 
add  to  the  discredit  which  would  previously  have  attached' 
lipon  hiin  in  consequence  of  his  Wing  originally  engaged 
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in  this  transaction,  and  in  consequence  of  other  different 
circumstances  of  wickedness  in  which  he  himself  admits 
he  has  been  engaged ;  but  unless  this  satisfies  you,  that 
Hpon  some  points  he  is  wilfully  and  intentionally  stating 
i^}se  answers,  the  contradiction  he  lias  received,  even  if  you 
believe  Hunt  and  Bryant  upon  those  points,  and  not  Castle^ 
-will  only  strike  out  from  the  case  those  points  to  which 
the  contradictions  apply ;  but  will  not  impeach  the  other 
parts  of  Castle's  account/  Gentlemen,  you  will  be  very, 
materially  assisted  in  forming  your  judgment  with  respect 
to  the  credit  which  ought  to  be  attached  to  Castle,  by  con- 
sidering all  the  diflFerent  parts  in  which,  from  beginning 
to  end,  Castle  is  confirnied  ;  he  has,  in  many  parts  of  his 
evidence,  referred  to  persons  as  being  present  at  many  of 
the  transactions  in  which  he  describes  himself  to  have 
been  engaged.  In  a  very  great  many  instances  you  will 
find  that  those  persons  have  been  called^  and  those  parts 
of  the  transactions  to  which  he  has  spoken,  have  received 
confirmation  from  the  testimony  of  those  additional  wit-' 
nesses.  You  will  have  the  opportunity  of  looking  through 
all  the  evidence,  and  very  likely  have  looked  through  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  with  that  view,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  any  witness  who  could  fairly  be  expected 
to  have  been  called  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  confirm 
him  in  any  of  the  particulars  which  he  has  stated,  i^  not 
brought  forward,  and  does  not  essentially  confirm  him  in  all 
the  different  particulars  which  he  has  stated,  I  shall  not  go 
through  them  ;  you  will  recollect  Cosser  is  one,  Bentlcy  is 
another,  the  s61diers  at  the  different  quarters  are  others, 
there  are  the  men  who  carried  the  things  upon  their  backa 
are  others ;  hie  is  also  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  dif- 
ferent persons  who  saw  them  at  ^variety  of  different  places, 
I  think,  with  the  single  exception,  that  Angel  is  not  called 
for  the  purpose  of  saying,  that  he  was  present  at  that 
dinner  on  the  ist  of  December,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
Vol.  II.  Nn 
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that  teatimony  would  have  materially  added  to  tbe  eyidbooei 
but,  with  that  single  exception,  I  an  not  aware  that  ai^y 
one  person  has  not  been  called,  who  couJd,  by  poasibili^^ 
have  spoken  to  any  of  the  facts  which  Castle  has  hioia^ 
spoken  to ;  and  I  cannot  help  observing  to  ^oni^  GeotJe- 
men,  on  the  other  side  they  have  uoi  called  persons  vbo 
have  been  refened  to. 

Gentlemen^  they  have  called  some  other  witnessea  oa 
the  part  of  the  prisoner.  George  Philpott  says,  **  I  have 
known  Gastle  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  181 1 ;  I  did 
not  see  him  for  nearly  two  years  \  firoan  the  knowledge 
I  have  of  him,  and  his  general  character,  I  should  hardly 
think  he  is  a  man  to  be  believed  when  speaking  upon  hta 
oath."*  In  fact,  he  says,  **  I  should  say  he  is  nut/'  Thai 
is  tbe  only  witness  who  goes  into  that  general  evideao^ 
vrith  respect  to  Castle. 

Gentlemen,  evidence  of  that  kind  juries  are  to  rec^ve  m 
competent  \  you  will  consider  how  far  it  is  material  ia  the 
case  of  Castle.  The  circumstances  of  criminality,  stated 
by  himself,  are  such  circumstances  as  would  induce  you  to 
say,  that  he  was  a  witness  open  to  very  great  suspiciony 
and  to  be  watched  with  the  utmost  care  and  caution  bjr 
any  jury  who  are  to  act  upon  his  testimony ;  b«t  after 
having  made  that  observation,  and  hearing  the  account 
which  he  gives ;  seeing  tbe  manner  in  which  be  give$  the 
account;  and  feeling  the  extent  to  which  he  iscc^robo- 
rated,  the  drcumstonce  of  a  single  witness  coming  forward 
and  saying,  that  he  knows  he  is  not  to  be  heUeved  upon 
his  oath,  does  not  of  necessity  strike  from  his  evidence  the 
whole  of  the  testimony  which  he  has  given. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  aware  that  the  counsel  for  the  pr^- 
soner  have  this  advantage,  in  all  cases  of  this  description 
that  they  are  apprized,  a  considerable  period  before  the 
Uial,  who  are  the  different  witnesses  who  are  to. be  called; 
and  therefore  if  any  odier  witnesses  could  have  been  called 
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vpoh  this  point,  who  entertained  upon  this  subject  the 
iame  opinioifi  of  Castle  as  Philpott,  it  wouM  have  beeh 
competent  for  the  coonsel  for  the  prisoner  to  have  brotigfat 
them  forward. 

They  then  call  some  witnesses,  in  order  to  impeach 
Heyward's  testimony. 

James  Lawson  says,  "  I  have  known  Heyward  from  a 
boy ;  I  wouW  not  bdieye  him  upon'  his  oath ;  I  think  he 
IS  not  a  person  to  be  belicTed  upon  his  oath ;  I  never  heard 
him  examined  upon  his  oath,  but  I  think  he  is  not  to  be 
believed  upon  his  oath." 

Mr.  Haydon  says,  "  I  know  Heyward  very  well ;  I  d6 
not  think  he  is  to  be  believed  upon  his  oath," 

Hobert  Curtis  says,  "  I  have  known  him  for  five  years  ;* 
he  will  not  go  so  far  as  the  others — he  says,  "  I  cannot 
say  be  ought  not  to  be  believed  upon  his  oath,  but  he  is 
Hot  a  punctual  paymaster .'^ 

George  Spurreli  says,  "  He  knows  Heyward,  and  he 
knows  him  to  be  a  rogoe." 

Now,  Gentlemen,  upon  the  subject  of  Heyward's  evi- 
dence, it  is  this,  that  he  heard  one  of  the  persons,  I  think 
Thistlewood,  apply  to  the  soldiers  at  the  Tower,  making 
them  an  offer,  that,  if  they  would  open  the  gates,  the  pri- 
vates should  either  be  made  captains,  or  that  they  should 
have  double  pay;  and  you  will  recollect  that  Heyward 
was  pressed  as  to  that,  whether  he  had  or  had  not  men- 
tioned that  fact  to  any  other  person ;  he  stated  at  once 
that  on  the  same  day  he  mentioned  that  fact,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  several  persons,  to  a  Mr.  Bent,  who  kept  a  public- 
house  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  his  name  was  taken 
down  with  a  view  to  an  application  to  him,  so  that  he 
might  have  been  referred  to,  and  he  also  described  that  he 
stated  it  to  Bnsor,  in  the  check  office  in  the  Bank;  but 
you  will  recollect  also,  that  the  fact  of  such  language  being 
lised  to  the  soldiers  in  the  Tower,  does  not  rest  on  the 

Nna 
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smgle  teslimony  of  Hey  wan],  but  that  thefe  are  two  sol- 
dien,  one  of  the  name  of  DailiiigtoDy  another  of  the  nanie 
of  Edaondsy  both  of  whom  speak  lo  samiJar  offers  having 
been  made  to  them  in  their  hearing ;  this  evidence  does 
not,  in  the  first  place,  destroy  the  testimony  o{  VLeyward ; 
but  if  Hej ward's' testimony  was  out  of  the  case,  and  unless 
yon  were  satisfied  that  die  evidence  of  the  soldkrs  was 
liable  to  be  impeached*  the  count,  which  avers  the  eor 
deavourtng  to  seduce  the  soldiers  in  the  Tower,  would  still 
remain  proved. 

Mr.  Soott  says,  ^  I  am  a  reporter  for  the  Morning  Ad- 
vertiser; I  attended  the  second  Spa^fidds  meeting,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  speeches."    He  was  asked  how  near 
he  was ;  wd  he  says,  **  as  near  as  I  may  be  to  the  jury  : 
'^  I  could  not  maintain  my  gcound  for  a. minute:  I  saw 
the  prisoner  was  speaking,  but  I  did  not  endeavour  to  take 
a  note,  and  I  never  do  in  a  mob ;  I  could  not  have  taken 
one;  I  think  it  could  not  have  been  done ;  I  was  pushed 
very  much  about ;  I  could  hardly  hear  any  thing ;  the 
prisoner  seemed  to  be  comphdniog  of  The  Prince,  as  far 
as  I  could  understand ;  I  left  him  speaking;  I  think  it  was 
after  twelve  o'clock.*'  •  Now  the  object  of  that  testimony 
is  this,  to  induce  you  to  beYieve  that  the  testimony  of 
Dowling  cannot  be  accurate,  and  that  the  note  he  took 
could  not  he  an  accurate  note.    Whether  Dowling  conU 
or  could  not  take  an  accurate  note  must  depend  in  a  great 
degree  upon  the  situation  in  which  Dowling  at  that  time 
stood.     Dowling  might  be  able  to  stand  in  a  situation  of 
much  greater  quiet,  and  much  less  liable  to  interruption  . 
.than  this  person.    And  Dowling  produced  before  you  that 
very  paper  which  he  took  at  the  time>  when  the  meeting 
was  going  on ;  and  from  that  very  paper,  taken  in  short 
hand,  he  read  from  beginning  to  end  the  account  of  this 
meeting.    And  you  will  recollect,  Gentlemen,  that  on^ 
ijnponant  part  at  least^  and  the  most  important  part  of 
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Dowling^B  eyidence  is  confinned  by  the  two  Sheermana ; 
namelyy  th^  invitation,  ''  Follow  me ;  ^  which  they  all 
Mate  to  be  the  last  invitation  uttered  by  the  younger 
Watson, 

Samuel  Steers  says,  *'  I  know  Dowling  the  short-hand 
writer.**  You  recollect  no  doubt,  that  a  question  was  put 
to  Dowling  on  his  cross-examination,  as  if  he  was  not  giv- 
ing his  evidence  with  an  unbiassed  mind,  but  had  a  purpose 
of  his  own  to  serve ;  and  that  he  had  falsely  answered  cer- 
tain questions  put  to  him  on  the  subject,  of  his  having  had 
the  promise  of  an  appointment,  or  expecting  any  such  ap- 
pointment. This  witness  says, ''  I  had  a  conversation  with 
him,  in  which  he  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  his  con- 
nexion with  the  treason  prosecutions,  he  had  been  intro- 
duced to  the  Home  Department,  which  had  led  to  the  em- 
ployment of  himself  and  brother,  to  the  value  of  about  three 
hundred  pounds.  That  does  not  contradict  Dowling. 
Dowling  had  been  asked,  *'  Have  you  any  employment 
under  Oovemment  ?  No.  Have  you  been  promised  any 
employment  i  No,  I  have  never  been  promised  any  em- 
ployment. I  have  been  promised  I  should  be  paid  as  a 
short  hand  writer,  but  nothing  but  for  my  labour  aa  a  short 
hand  writer,  and  for  my  time.  I  said  I  expected  to  be  re- 
munerated for  what  I  had  done ;  but  I  never  applied  for 
any  appointment,  nor  expected  any."  The  utmost  of  the 
evidence  of  Steers  is,  that  in  consequence  of  what  was  done 
en  the  2d  of  December,  and  the  part  he  had  taken,  he 
has  since  been  employed  in  the  service  of  Government, 
which  had' been  duly  and  fairly  paid,  and  not  beyond  that; 
paid  as  a  compensation  for  the  trouble  he  had  had ;  he 
giving  up  his  time  and  labour  to  Government,  and  receiving 
a  compensation. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  gone  through  the  whole  of  the 
evidence. 

Nn3 
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Lord  Ellenborough.  Gentiemen  of  the  Jaiy,  I  shall 
siake  a  Teiy  few  obserTationa  upon  tbe  latter  pi^  of  this 
evideoce.  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  destroy^  in  a  short 
and  summary  way,  the  credit  of  any  person's  testimony,  hy 
swearing,  generally,  that  he  is  not  to  be  believed  upon  bia 
oath.  The  persons  coocera^  for  tbe  prisoner,  have  a  Ust 
of  all  tbe  wjtaessesf  meant  to  be  called  against  the  prisooev, 
delivered  to  tbem  beforehand,  and  therefore  know  who*are 
the  persons  to  be  called  to  prove  the  case  against  him* 
The  persons  concerned  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  have  not 
this  advantage ;  they  have  no  notice  whatever  of  tbe  per* 
SODS  that  may  be  brought  forward  for  the  defendant,  either 
to  speak  aftrmalively  to  facts,  on  his  behalf,  in  order,  as 
has  been  done  here,  hy  ooe  summary  and  compendioaa 
assertion,  to  strip  any  particular  witness^  who  has  been 
examiped  against  him,  of  all  title  U>  cied,\t,  upou  that  or 
any  other  subject.  If  the  persons  ooncernedfor  the  pro- 
secution had  known,  or  bad  reason  to  suspect,  by  a  sioular 
previous  communication  of  names,  who  were  likely  to  he 
produced,  to  divest  their  witness  of  ail  pretensions  to 
character,  and  to  expose  them  to  the  infamy  of  persons 
wholly  to  be  diabdiaved  upon  thdr  oaths,  they  might  pos* 
sibly  bave  produced  witiiesaes  against  the  disc^itiag 
persons  themselves,  who  might  say  that  the  discredit  and  m- 
faray  whidh  they  attempted  to  fix  on  others,  justly  heLongad 
to  themselves.  Under  these  circumstances  of  disadvantage 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  this  evidence  is  at  present 
brought  forward  j  declaiations  of  this  $ort,  in  their  own 
nature  incapable  of  being  immediately  contradicted,  are 
the  less  entitled  to  attention,  when  we  find  a  person  makii^ 
them,  saying,  that  another  is  not  to  believed  upon  his  oath^ 
because,  for  instance,  he  is  not  a  punctual  paymaster ;  or 
assigning  some  other  equally  inconclusive  teason,  for  dis- 
believing a  person  called  under  the  solemn  sanction  of  an 
oath.    The  general  character  of  the  witness  Castle  has^ 


hdwever,  been  ftilly  abandoned  by  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown ;  thej  have  not  sustained  him  as  a  worthy  respect- 
able man,  in  any  part  or  period  of  his  life ;  but  the  evidence 
particularly  pressed  against  him,  as  to  some  of  the  least  ^ 
mata-ial  facts  to  which  he  has  sworn,  is  the  evidence  of 
Mr,  Hunt  and  Mr.  Bryant.  Mr.'Hunt  states,  that  he  was  at 
a  meeting  at  which  the  health  of  the  King  was  proposed ; 
and  it  went  round  till  it  came  to  him,  8cc.  You  will  recol- 
lect the  rest  of  this  statement.  7*9  ow,  if  this  person.  Castle, 
had  been  maintaining  a  character,  either  for  loyalty  or  foe 
common  decency,  upon  this  occasion,  there  might  have 
been  some  reason  for  his  misrepresenting  or  concealing  the 
circumstances  of  conduct,  and  particulars  of  conversation 
imputed  to  him  at  this  meeting ;  but  the  contrary  is  so 
anuch  the  case,  that  he  himself,  upon  his  own  evidence, 
brings  forward  the  story  of  his  own  very  disgusting  toast, 
about  strangling  the  last  of  kings  with  the  guts  of  the  last 
of  priests ;  that  is  his  own  account  of  the  matter,  and 
therefore  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  reason, 
-which  operated  on  his  mind,  for  representing  facts,  in  this 
instance,  otherwise  than  as  he  supposed  them  actually  to 
have  taken  place,  according  to  the  recollection  he  then  had 
upon  the  subject ;  but  supposing  what  Mr.  Hunt  says,  to 
be  quite  correct,  it  is  likely  enough,  that  fatigued  as  Castle 
probably  was,  on  the  15th  of  November,  by  the  bustle  and  ' 
labours  of  that  day,  and  having  taken,  as  he  asserts,  and  as 
very  probably  was  the  case,  too  much  liquor,  a  great  deal 
might  pass  of  which  he  might  not  have  a  perfect  recollection 
afterwaidt,  but  which  he  appears  to  have  had  no  immediate 
interest  to  deny,  when  he  was  admitting  other  matter  so 
much  more  disparaging  to  him. 

But  there  are  other  things  and  of  much  more  material 
import,  as  to  which  there  is  not  the  same  or  any  other 
adequate  reason  to  be  assigned  for  the  non-contradiction 
oa  the  pof  t  of  the  prisoner,  of  the  particulars  stated  by  the 
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wiinew  Castle ;  he  baft  comprehebded  id  hh  evidence^  ft 
period  oi'  time  from  the  mooth  of  October  to  the  begiimiog 
of  December^in  respect  of  which  he  has  Jaid  himself  open 
to  cootradictioD  oa  the  business  of  almost  every  day,  and 
to  which  DO  sort  of  cootradietioo  is  offered.  Look  at  tbc 
important  fiict  of  his  fairing  the  house  of  Mr.  Cosset,  for 
.the  purpose  of  depositing  combustibles  in  it ;  is  there  aay 
coQtradictioD  given  to  that  fact  i  Cosser  himself  states  all 
the  particulars,  and  verifies  his  account  to  be  true,  not  oolj 
that  Castle  was  tliere  upon  the  occasioDS  suted,  and  made 
such  applications  as  are  represented  by  him,  but  that 
Thistiewood  did,  as  Cosser  has  stated  him  to  have  done^ 
giveu  a  false  aooouDt  of  the  family  of  this  youDg  maa 
WatsoD,  ID  ontruly  represeotiog  him  as  the  son  of  a  farmer 
in  Lincolnsliire,  and  that  be  wished  to  use  the  bouse  as 
a  seed  and  oil  shop. 

Then  as  to  the  pikes ;  are  any  imputadoDs  attempted 
to  be  raised  upon  the  story  of  Bentley  i  Is  not  the  evi<- 
dence  of  Castle  confirmed  by  the  discovery  afterwards 
made  by  the  police  officer  in  Hyde-street  Bloomsbnry ;  in 
short,  is  not  every  circumstance  which  is  material  in  con- 
firmation of  die  evidence  given  hy  him,  verified,  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  certain ciicnmstaDoes  whiob  rest  apon 
the  contradiction  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  Mr.  Bryant>  as  to  ibe 
particulaES  which  occurred  at  the  dinner  in  Bouverie-street, 
and  the  single  contradiction  of  Mr.  Hunt,  as  to  the  con- 
versation on  the  2d  of  December,  who  is  not  confirmed  as 
he  might  and  ought  naturally  to.  have  been  by  the  only 
ear  witness  who  was  present  on  that  occasion,  namely,  his 
own  servant  i  it  appears  that  when  Castle  is  supposed  to 
have  said,  that  the  Tower  had  been  in  their  possess/on  two 
hours,  Mr.  Hunt's  boy  was  in  the  tandem  dose  to  him; 
why  is  not  that  boy  called,  as  might  have  been  expected^ 
particularly  in  a  case  in  which  Hunt's  oath  is  opposed  to 
the  oath  of  another  person^  where  the  effect  of  hissweariQg 
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is  to  didpankge  the  credit  of  that  other  perBon,  and  to  fix 
the  crime  of  perjary  upon  him  i  why  does  he  not^  thus 
circumstanced,  bring  forward  that  further  falsification  of 
the  testimony  of  the  other^  and  that  support  of  his  own 
testimony  with  which  the  case  appears  to  haye  supplied 
him. 

Gentlemen^  this  case  does  not,  by  any  means,  rest  on* 
the  evidence  of  Castle ;  it  has  been  put  to  you  as  if  it  aH 
rested  upon  the  solitary  testimony  of  Castle.  Evidence 
has  been  pointed  out  to  your  attention,  taken  from  the 
very  person  of  the  defendant ;  that  paper,  which  spears 
inexplicable  upon  any  supposition  of  his  innocence;  that 
paper  referring  to  divisions  and  appointed  places  of  meet- 
ing— the  Tower,  designated  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Man; 
the  Tower  and  the  Bank  being  specifically  mentioned  by 
their  j^roper  denominations,  in  the  opposite  column  of  the 
paper,  the  arrangement  of  stations  and  barricades,  followe4 
up  in  the  manner  Castle  has  stated.  What  earthly  reason 
is  assigned  for  the  trying  to  get  Cosser's  house  f  Had  net 
they  houses  enough  on  their  hands  ?  had  not  they  houses 
in  Hyde-street,  in  Dean»street,  and  in  Greystoke-placef . 
were  not  those  houses  more  than  sufficient  for. a  man  in 
such  circumstances  as  this  man  was  i  and  when  it  is  proved, 
as  it  is  by  Cesser,  that  he  was  treating  for  another ;  apply 
that  fact,  and  see  what  reason,  consistent  with  probability, 
there  could  exist,  for  his  taking  any  other  bouse,  unless  it 
was  for  the  very  reason  assigned  for  his  so  doing.  The  very 
shop  token  in  Hyde-street,  it  is  said,  for  the  son,  is  never 
seen  as  a  shop  used  by  him  to  carry  on  his  business ;  and 
it  is  not  suggested  that  he  had,  even  coloiirably,  any  ba*> 
siness  or  occupation,  but  that  of  a  surgeon. 

It  is  for  yon.  Gentlemen,  to  consider  all  the  circum* 
stances,  and  you  will  call  to  remembrance  the  important 
confirmation  of  the  testimony  by  Windemude,  firom  whom 
the  waggon  was  hired^  in  a  later  period^  and  aUo  the  singu- 
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larky  of  theovertaici  to  theTower,as  proved  by  HeywMl, 
Bdmomdm,  and  DaitingtoD,  and  the  endeavour  to  sedii^ 
die  foldieri ;  yoa  will  consider  abo  die  confirmatioii  by 
Cbwling^  the  sbort-baod  writer,  wlio  swean  that  yoang 
WatBOBy  at  the  close  of  an  inflammatory  harangtaie,  having 
**  jumped  from  the  waggoo,  as  had  been  previously  con- 
oerted,  and  aated  bis  aaironoding  aaspciates  whether  tbey 
would  follow  him,  advanced  as  the  standard  bearer  in  this 
mad  and  mischievous  vrarfaie-''  If  you  believe  that  the 
Prisoner  at  the  bar  was  par^  to  a  conspiracy  formed  with 
his  son  and  others,  in  which  there  was  to  be  this  waggon 
inrrodured,  rbese  inflammatory  q>eeches  detivered,  this 
raslung  from  the  waggon  to  take  place,  diis  banner  un- 
fcrled  to  lead  an  infiinated  maltitude  forward,  as  if  to 
instant  battle,  and  upon  whidi  all  those  outrages  which 
have  been  detailed,  were  immediately  consequent,  in  the 
#eeking  out  the  houses  of  the  various  gunsmiths  men- 
tioned, in  robbing  them  of  the  large  quantity  of  oiFen- 
aive  weapons  of  various  descriptions,  which  have  been 
stated;  and  if  you  believe  that  the  Prisoner  Watson,  shortly 
after  the  commission  of  these  outrages,  as  related  by  the 
witness,  Ann  Wright, wddresseJ  his  companions  in  language 
partly  consisting  of  encouragement  for  tbe  future,  and 
reproach  for  the  past,  "  Come  on,  my  brave  boys  \  if  you 
had  but  fdkofed  me,  the  Tower  would  have  been  in  our 
possession  hng  agf>  /"  Considering  all  these  things,  you  can- 
not but  feel,  that  you  have  had  laid  before  you  a  body  of 
cogent  evidence  in  proof  of  the  design,  charged  against  the 
Prisoner,  to  overset  the  Ls^^  and  Government  of  the 
country,  and  to  introduce  anarchy  and  dis<Mrder  in  tiveir 
room ;  and  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  means 
of  open  rebellion  and  force,  directed  and  levell^  agamst 
His  Majesty's  Government, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  yon  have  now  heard  the  whole 
oftheond evidence;  the  written  documents  shall  be  pre- 
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Midy  pot  into  your  hands ;  you  will  then  proceed  to  ^e. 
that  verdict,  wbioii  I  trast  yoa  will  give  from  the  unbiassed 
impulse  of  houest  and  pure  minds,  acting  upon  thespbject 
before  you,  and  which  will  have  the  eifect  of  affording 
protection  to  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar,  if  he  shall  be  found 
ttititled  to  immunity  and  protection  from  the  charges  made 
against  him ;  but,  in  another  view  of  the  case,  of  affording 
that  security  to  the  Laws  and  People  of  this  land,  and  to  its 
Government,  as  it  subsists  and  is  administered  under  those 
Laws,  by  the  King  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
thus  satisfying  your  own  consciences  and  the  expectations 
of  your  CJountry,  independently  of  every  consideration 
which  might  affect  the  impartiality  of  that  Justice,  which 
you  are,  under  so  many  solemn  sanctions,  this  day  required 
to  administer. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  now  consider  of  your  Verdict. 

3fr,  Richardson.  (Foreman  of  the  Jury.)  We  wish  to 
retire. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  if  you  wish 
to  have  any  refreshment,  you  had  better  take  it  now ; 
because  after  you  have  withdrawn,  you  cannot  have  any. 

Mr.  Richardmm.  We  shall  not  be  long,  my  Lord. 

(Several  of  the  Jury  expressed  a  wish  for  refreshment.) 

Lord  Ellenborough.  You  had  better  have  it  here  then. 
Gentlemen.  In  a  former  trial  of  very  considerable  length, 
the  Chief  Justice  made  that  intimation  to  the  Jury,  which 
I  have  done ;  and  I  should  have  been  sorry  if  it  had  been 
omitted. 

(The  Jury  after  taking  refreshment,  retired  at  five 
o'clock,  and  returned  at  twenty-five  minutes  be- 
fore seven.] 

Mr.  Barlow.  James  Watson^  hold  up  your  hand. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  look  upon  the  Prisoner.   How  say 
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yo«,   Is  JaoMt  Watson  Gailty  of  the  High  Treason, 


whereof  be  stands  indicted,  or.  Not  Gsikj  i 
F0remm.    NOT  GUILTY. 

Mr.  Barlom.  Did  he  By  for  it  ? 

Foreman.  I  do  not  andeislaad  the  qoestiOB.    iDoyoo 
for  oar  verdict  i 

Mr.  Jmttiu  Bayley.  Did  he  fly  away  from  jostice  i 

Foreman.  No;  No. 

Mr.  Barlom.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  yon  say  that  be  ia 
Not  Gniltj,  and  that  he  did  not  fly  for  it;  so  you  say  all, 
and  that  is  you  venfict  ? 

Foreman.  Yes. 

Jjord  EUenborough.  There  is  no  other  charge  against 
the  Prisoner  at  the  bar;  is  there? 

Mr.  AUomey  General.  No,  my  Lord. 

Lord  EUenborough.  The  Prisoner  may  be  discharged. 

Mr.  ffaison.  I  wish  to  observe 

Lord  Flltrkorough,  No,  yon  had  better  not^ 

.(ne  Priwoner  was  tmmediatelt^  discharged.) 
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COUKT  OF  KING'S  BENCH. 

Tuesdofff  17  June  iSi/, 


[Artbar  ThtMtkwood,  John  Hooper,  and  Thomas  Presort, 
were  set  to  the  Bar ^ 


The  Panel  wad  called ;  and  the  first  twelve  Gentlemen 
who  appeared,  were  gwora ;  viz. 

John  Fmnklin,  Esquire, 
John  Hunter,  Mercer. 
John  Kepp,  Coppersmith. 
Alexander  Japp,  Grinder. 
George  Barbut,  Bootmaker. 
Charles  Hewett,  Engraver. 
John  Rose,  Cheesemonger. 
Robert  Hartley,  Perfumer. 
Joseph  Smith,  Gentleman. 
William  Fell,  Currier. 
William  Girdler  Mucklow,  Oilman. 
William  Cleghorn,  Shoemaker. 

The  Jury  were  charged  with  the  Prisoners,  in  the  u^ual 
ibrm. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. 

May  it  please  your  Lordsliip, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
IT  is  not  my  intention  to  call  any  witnesses  in  support  of 
the  charges  against  the  Prisoners  at  the  Bar,  and  of  coune 
they  will  be  entitled  to  their  acqnittal  from  your  hands. 


VTA 

Lord  ElUnborough^ 

Gentlemea  of  the  Jnry^  No  evidence  being  called  against 
iIk  Priaonen  at  the  bar,  it  is  your  d^tj  fo  find  them  Mot 
GniJtjr. 

T%e  Jury  immediately  pronounced  each  of  the  Prisoners 
Noi  Guilty. 

Lord  EQeafcvrotigh.  Mr.  Attorney  GenenJi  There  is  no 
farther  charge  c^sdnst  &e  Prisoners. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  No,  my  Lord,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Lord  Eilenborottgh.  Then  the  Court  order  them  to  be 
discharged. 

(The  Prisoners  wen  mmediatefy  discharged.) 


57S 
TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 


VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 

THE  Grand  Jury         -        -        .                 •        -        .  j 

Mr.  Justice  Baylet's  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury      »        .  4 

Proceedings  on  the  Bill  being  found          •*        -        •        •  1 1 
The  Indictment    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -14 

Monday,  gthyune,  i6ij. 

The  Counsel  for  the  Crown  and  for  the  Prisoner        •        *  q9 

The  Panel  of  the  Petit  Jurors,  with  the  Challenges   -        .  <|9 

The  Jury  sworn    --         -         --         -         -         *  $S 

Mr.  Attor  £Y  General's  Speech  in  opening  the  Case    -  35 
Thomas  Storer's  Examination        -        -        *        -        -  81 
Arthur  Seale's  Examination  -        -        -        *        •        •  93 
Hand-bill  announcing  Meeting  in  Spa-fields,    15th    No- 
vember 1816     -•-.---..  103 
Objection  to  the  Examination  of  John  Crisp,  as  not  suffi- 
ciently described  in  the  List  delivered  to  the  Prisoner    -  104 
George  Lewis's  Examination          -        -         -        -        -111 

John  Monkhouse's  Examination      -         -         -         •*         •115 

Mr.  Michael  John  Fitspatrick^s  Examination    -        -        -  125 

Mr.  Vincent  George  Dowling's  Examinalibn    -        -        -  127 

Objection  to  the  reading  of  Placard,  and  Argument  thereon  129 
Placard  announcing  Meeting  at  Spa-fields,  2d  December 
1B16    -        -        -        -"."        -        -        -134 

Mr.  Vincent  George  Dowling's  Examination  continued       -  135 

Objection  to  evidence  of  Speeches^  and  Argument  thereon  1 36 

Mr.  Vincent  George  Dowhng's  Examination  continued     •  143 

Tuesday,  10th  June. 

Charles  Sheerman  the  younger's  Examination  -        -        -  176 

.  Charles  Sheerman  the  elder%  Examination       -        -        *  1 83 

Mr.  John  Stafford's  Examination    -        -        -        -        --197 

Ifiscription  on  the  Flag  -        -        -        -        -        -  .      -  200 

Mr.  John  St^ord's  lamination  continued     -        .        .  {^qo 

John  Limbrick's  Examination         -        -        •        -        -  ai8 
Inscription  on  Banner   --        -        -        -        -        -22a 

John  Limbrick's  Examination  continued  -        -        .        .  ^22 

£4ward  Goodspeed's  Examination  .....  230 

John  Hoggios's  Examination          .....  237 

Moss  Moses*^  Examination    •..-..  244 

Mr.  John  SttfordTs  further  Examination-       -       -       •  247 


576  CON-fSJ^TS. 

Mr.  TlMiDas  Graves*8  Examination         ....  ^^ 

Fidward  Hone's  Examination*        -        •        •        -        -  951 

Mr.  Richard  Piatt's  Examination    -••-*.         •  26a 

John  Roberta  5  Examination  -        -        -       ^       ^      .  .  266 

Mr.  Williaui  Andrews  Beckwith's  Examioatioo  -         -  270 

George  Haalewood  Worrairs  Exarcinatiatt         -        -         •  272 

Alderman  Sir  James  Sbaw,  Bart.  M.  P.'s  Examination    '*•  ayg 
ObjecGoo  to  the  production  of  Papery  found  at  BeckwitVs, 

and  Ar.omeiit  tbereon        -.----  ^%5 

Thomas  Tayiers  l!lxanciiMLt.\on         •        -        •        «        -  *x^ 

Francis  Kinnerslcy's  Examination  -         -        -        -        •  290 

John  Hall,  Esqutre*s,  Examination  ...        -        -  295 

Mr.  >Villiara  Andrews  Beckwith's  further  Examination      -  305 

Mr.  Martm  Brander  s  Examination  ....  307 

Mr.  Thomas  Rca's  Examination      -        -        r        •        -316 

Mr.  John  Middleton's  Examination .         -         •        -        .  32a 

3/r.  Edward  White*s  Examination  .         .         «         •         .  327 

Mr.  Jobn  HodgeX^  Exaiiii nation     .....  333 

Daniel  Cartwright's  Examwation    -         •        •         .        «  335 

Richard  Stephens's  EiLaminatKm     -         .        .        -        •  335 

Mr.  John  Hey  ward's  Examination  .        -        .         -         •  ^^s 

Thomas  Edmonds's  Examination    -        -        .        •        .  ^^*j 

Mr.  John  Hey  ward's  further  Examination        -        -        *  35^ 

Thomas  Darlington's  Examination  -        -        -        •        *  352 

Wednesday  f  lUh  June. 

Charles  Miell's  Examination  ------  357 

list  of  **  Committ  P.  S."      -      , 367 

Order  of  SUtittos  -        -        -      ' ihid 

Letter  signed   "  Tbiooiaa    Cilbert/'   addressed   to   ^^  Mr. 

Preston,"  dated  November  47,  x8i<J     .         -         -         -  ^fig 

John  Castle's  Examination     -.--.-  ^6g 

Thursday^  i^th  June. 

John  Ciftstle*8  Examination  continued       -        -        -        -  5o« 


VOLUME   THE    SECOND. 

Akh  Wrioht'i  Examination         -        ....  3 

William  Miller's  Examination         •         -        -        -        -  1 1 

Zaccheus  Bannisjter's  ExaminaUon  -        -        -       *  -        *  ^4 

Objection  to  the  production  of  Pikes,  and  Argument  thereon  17 

Zaccheus  Bannister's  Examination  continued    -        •        -  a8 

Mr.  John  Vickery's  Examination    -----  3a 
Objection  to  the  production  of  Papers  found  at  the  LodgingjS 

of  Watson,  junior,  and  Argiiment  thereon      -        -        -  35 

Qoeiy  as  to  an  equal  participation  in  Land       -        •        •  40 


CONTBKTSi  .  STJ 

Page. 

Farther  Argnmeiit         -        -..-        -        -  -  -      40 

Plan  of  the  Towy         -•        -       ^*        -        -  -  -      45 

list  of  Comoiittee  *      •        -.-        »        ^.  -  ^4$ 

Draft  of  Speech  to  be  made  at  Spa-fielda          -  -  ~      47 

Objectioo  to  Paper  containing  Queries  to  Soldiers,  and  Ar* 

gamcnt  thereon          -        -        .        -        .  -  -      ^^' 

Thomas  Hillingworth's  Examitiation       .        •  .  «     454 

John  Dy  all's  Exanni  nation      -         .'.  ..  .  "^i 

Thomas  Makiiis's  Examination       ......       8c| 

John  Sheffield's  Examination          -        -        -  -  ~      81 

William  Smith's  Examination        -        -        -  •  .      g^ 

Eobert  Emery's  Examination         '•        -        -  -  -      85 

James  Skinner's  Examination          •         .        •  .  .       g^ 

Thomas  Osborn's  Examination       •        -        -  -  ^87 

Mr^  Thomas  Wood's  Examination  •        -        «  <-  -      91 

Mary  Apted's  Examination    -        -        -        -  -  *      94 

Mr,  Walter  Cosser's  Examinatido  *        -        -  -  -      qS 

Margaret  Maria  Folkes's  Examination    -        -  -  -     100 

Eleanor  Corbould's  Examinadem    -        -        -  •  -     103 

Barbara  Smeed's  Examination        -        -^        •  -  •104 

Imkc  Bentley's  Examination          «        «        *  »  «     100 

William  Wmkfii^s  Examination    »        «  -  «     1 1 1 

Thomas  Cox's  Examination   •        •        -       «  '-  -11a 

Vriiajf  igrt  J-une. 

Mr.  William  Tail's  Examination     -        -        -  •  -     113 

Mr.  William  Thompson's  Examination    -        -  -  -     1 15 

Mary  Kinsley's  Examination           -        •        -  -  *     1 1 7 

loin  Gilling's  Examinadion    ^        .        .        -  •  -     rtzs 

James  Brown's  Examination           -        -        -  -  -     130 

William  Harris's  Examioation         -        -        -  -  -     134 

Charles  Nailor's  Examination         -         •        -  -  -     139 

George  Buchanan's  Examination    -        •        -  •  *     143 

James  Chappell's  Examination       -        •        •  -  ^     145 

William  Hillyer's  Examiaatiua       •      .  -        -  ^  •     147 

Richard  Statham's  Examination     •        •        •  ^  -     150 

William  Mortimer's  Examination 153 

Thomas  Itobertson's  Examination  -       '  -        -  -  •     1 56 

William  Duke's  Examination          •        .        •  •  .     158 

William  Ware's  Examination          -        -        -  -  -     160 

Frederick  Windemude's  Examination       •        •  -  •160 

Thomas  John  Yeomans's  Examination     -        -  «  -     169 

James  Gillmor's  Examination         -        -        -  -  -     170 

Ann  Hayes's  Examination     -        -        -        -  •  -171 

Thomas  Stacy's  Examination          -        -        -  -  -     i7-i 

George  Flint's  Examination 173 

William  Mills's  Examination  ^        ^        ->        -  *  174 

Mr.  Wetherell's  Speech    -        -        -  .-  -  -    176 

Vol.  II.  Oo  ' 


57*  CONTENTS* 

Saturday,  14/A  JTauK*  . 

Henry  Hunt,  Esqaire's,  Exmrnioatioo       -       ••        -        -  95S 

Mr.  WilUaiD  Bryant's  Examination  .        -         .         .  9^5 

James  Wrighf  s  Examiiiatios  .        -       -        -       -         .  280 

Objection  to  evidence  of  Bigamy  (no  record  being  prodniied) 
*  to  iflect  tbe  cbaraeter  of  a  witniesa,  with  Argument 

tbe/eao     -----         -.--  ^%x 

George  PtulpottTa  ExvccAtiaXJoii       .        .        .        -        •  ^g^ 

James  Lawton'^  Examtnation        ......  %g9 

William  Haydon's  Exam'mation      .        *       .        .        .  ^pB 

Robert  Curtis's  Examination  .....  299 

George  SporrpU's  Examination       •        -        *        -        -  301 

Mr.  John  Scott's 'Examination        -        •        -        -        -  301 

^r.  Samoel  Steer^s  Examination   -  '      -        -        -        -  304 

Mb,  Serjsa  ST  Cofluy's  Speech  -        •        -        -        -  306 

Mm.  SouciTouQ«n&Az,'s  Reply  ....  365 

Mcnday^  x6th  June. 

tiOED  Ell£KBor6uoh!s  Sommlngxx^   ....  ^2^ 

Ma.  Justice  Batlst's  continuation  of  t!bt  Summing  iip  §33 

t^ED  Cllsv  borough's  continoation  of  d^    ...  55^ 

Ma.  JusTXCB  Batlbt's  continuation  of  d*    -        «-        -  555 

LoBP  Ellekboiough's  conclasion  of  d*       •        *        -  566 

Ttuadayy  fjth  June, 

Proceedingi.  in  tbe  Cases  of  Thistlewoed,  Hooper,  and 

.  Preston 573 


FINIS. 


Prmted  by  Lake  Hanaud  4c  &xi^ 
aeur  Lincoio  Vina  Fields,  LendcMk 


^  The  few  remaining  Copies  of  the  foltowMg 

TRIALS,  ^ 

Published  from  Mr.GURNEY's  Short  Hand  Notes;  may  lie^ 
had  of  Messn.  Batterwoith  6c  Son,  Fleet-street*       .    : 


THE  Trial  of  John  Donellao,  Esq.  (for  the  Murder  of  Sir 
Theodosius  Boughton,  Bart.)  Before  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  at  tlie 
Assise  at  Warwick,  March  30,  1781.    9«.  6d. 

The  Trial  of  David  Tyrie,  (for  High  Treason)  at  the  Assize  at 
Winchester.  Before  Mr.  Jaetice  Heath,  August  10^  178^.  1  #• 

'  The  whole  Proceedmgs  on  the  Trials  of  two  Informations,  ex« 
hibitedp  txxffido^  fay  the  Kins's  Attorns^  General,  against  Lord 
George  Gordon ;  (one  for  a  Label  mi  the  Queen  of  France  and  the 
French  Ambassador;  the  other  for  a  libel  on  the  Judges  and 
Administration  of  the  Laws  10  £n|(laiKi.)  In  the  Court  of  Kii^s 
Bench,  London,  Jane  6,  17871  before  Mr.  Justice  BuUer.   Price  2#. 

The  whole  Proceedings  on  the  Trial  of.  all  Information,  exhi- 
bited, ex  officio,  by  the  King's  Attorney  General,  against  Thomas 
Paine,  (for  a  Libel.)  Before  Lord  Kenyon,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench*  Guildhall,  Dec.  did,  1793.    Price  31.  6d, 

The  Trial  of  Thomas  Hardy,  (for  High  Treason,)  at  the  Ses- 
sions House,  in  the  Old  Baiky,  on.  the  d8tb)  d^tb,  30th,  and 
31st  of  October,  and  1st,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  of  November,  1794  ; 
containing  the  parol  Evidence,  authentic  Copies  of  all  the  Letters, 
and  the  Arguments  verbatim.  In  four  Volumes.  Fnct£,i.Ss. 
in  boards. 

Tbe  Ttial  of  John  Home  Tooke,  Esq.  (for  High  Treason,)  at 
the  Sessions  House,  in  the  Old  Bailey,  on  tbe  17th,  i^th,  19th, 
Qoth,  3 1st,  andaadof  November,  1794;  containing  tbe  paro^ 
Evidence,  authentic  Copies  of  all  the  Letters,  and  the  Arguments 
verbatim.     In  two  Volumes.     Price  14  «.  in  boards. 

The  Trial  of  William  Stone,  (for  High  Treason,)  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  on  the  28th  and  39th  uf  January, 
1796.     Price  7  #. 

The  Trial  of  Robert  Thomas  Crossfield,  (for  High  Treason,) 
at  the  Sessions-House,  in  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  11th  and  i3th 
of  May,  1796.     Price  7  s. 

The  Trial  of  James  O'Coigley,  alias  James  Quigley,  aliaa 
James  John  flvey,  Arthur  O'Connor,  Esq.  John  Binns,  John 
Allen,  and  Jeremiah  Leary,  (fiir  High  Treason,)  under  4  Special 
Commission,  atMaidftone,  on  the  sist  and  22d  of  May,  1798. 
Price  95. 


The  Trial  .of  WiUism  Codling,  John  Reid,  William  Mac^lane, 
•ad  GaMft  ^i^mit^f  <^  witMly  aad  feMbudy  deftroying  and 
caatingaway  the  Brig  Adventure;)  at  the  Admiralty  Sessions,  held 
al  Justice  Hall,  in  the  Old  lUuky,  Odpbera^^^i  So9.   Price  51. 

The  Trial  of  Edward  Marcus  DaspardrfMi-  (foT  WgJli  TVeason;) 
a£  the  Seateoo-IIoase,  Newiogton,  Surrey,  oo  February  ^jtb,  i9os. 
Price  5  «. 

The  Trial  of  RhbuM  bl^  ijm  4ha.  Murder  of  Mr.  Isaat 
Bligbt ;)  at  tYie  Setskm-Hoose,  Mewington,  Surrey,  April  5th, 
lSo6--   Prtoe5#. 

The  Trial  of  Lord  Viscouot  MeUrille,  in  April  «ad  Maj  1806, 
published  under  an  Order  of  tbe  House  of  Peers.  Price  £.  i,  11.6. 

TbeTrarf  4/  Lord  Cochrsne  and  OdMrs,  ffor  miSanspimejr;)  in 
the  Coort  oiKim^t  fieoch^  June  the  Sth  and  9th  1814;  uritia  the 
F  in  the  Court  of  Xiqg's  Bench,  Price  2a#. 
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